
Receiver Jerry Jeudy drafted by Denver Broncos with 
15th pick in NFL draft 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
Denver Post 
April 23, 2020 
 
Broncos general manager John Elway has finally drafted a player from Alabama. 
 
Staying put at No. 15 in the first round of tonight’s NFL draft, the Broncos selected receiver Jerry Jeudy, 
widely regarded as the best route runner in this year’s deep class. 
 
By adding Jeudy, the Broncos give quarterback Drew Lock a premium weapon who can also take pressure 
off receiver Courtland Sutton and tight end Noah Fant. 
 
Listed at 6-foot-1 and 193 pounds, Jeudy, 21, caught 159 passes for 2,742 yards and 26 touchdowns for 
Alabama. He was a two-time first-team All-America selection. 
 
Barring a trade, the Broncos’ next pick is No. 46 in Friday night’s second round. They also have three third-
round picks. 
 
The first three picks went as expected — quarterback Joe Burrow to Cincinnati, defensive end Chase Young 
to Washington and cornerback Jeff Okudah to Detroit. 
 
The New York Giants took an offensive tackle as expected, but not the one many anticipated. The Giants 
drafted Georgia’s Andrew Thomas to serve as a pass protector for second-year quarterback Daniel Jones. 
 
To round out the top 10, Carolina opted for Auburn defensive tackle Derrick Brown instead of Clemson 
safety/linebacker Isaiah Simmons. The Cardinals snapped up Simmons with the eighth pick. 
 
It took until the 12th pick for a receiver to leave the board. Las Vegas, which loaded up on defense in free 
agency, selected Alabama’s Henry Ruggs, who ran a blistering 4.27-second 40 at the combine. 
 
Wary of a team leap-frogging them, the Buccaneers moved from No. 14 to No. 13 in a trade with San 
Francisco to continue the offensive tackle run with Iowa’s Tristan Wirfs. 
 
Broncos’ first-round picks since 2011 
 
2011: OLB Von Miller (No. 2 overall). 
 
2012: None. 
 
2013: DT Sylvester Williams (No. 28). 
 
2014: CB Bradley Roby (No. 22). 
 
2015: OLB Shane Ray (No. 23). 



2016: QB Paxton Lynch (No. 26). 
 
2017: LT Garett Bolles (No. 20). 
 
2018: OLB Bradley Chubb (No. 5). 
 
2019: TE Noah Fant (No. 20). 
 
2020: WR Jerry Jeudy (No. 15). 

  



Broncos Draft Board: “All-around” receiver Jerry Jeudy 
would be able to contribute immediately 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
Denver Post 
March 28, 2020 
 
Catches on consecutive plays of his final college game exhibit why Alabama receiver Jerry Jeudy shouldn’t 
get past the Broncos in next month’s NFL draft. 
 
The Crimson Tide led Michigan 21-16 early in the fourth quarter. 
 
Third-and-11 from the Tide’s 8-yard line: Running out of a bunch right formation, Jeudy’s crisp out route 
allowed him to get open for 14 yards. 
 
First-and-10 from the Tide’s 22: Jeudy ran straight ahead and gave a head bob to give the impression of a 
go or another out route. Nope. The Michigan defender, off balance by the fake, couldn’t catch Jeudy as 
he ran an over route for a 58-yard gain (40 yards post-catch). 
 
Alabama scored two plays later and won 35-16. 
 
Two NFL-type plays by an NFL-ready receiver. 
 
“What more can you say about the guy?” Alabama quarterback Tua Tagovailoa said at the NFL scouting 
combine. “I think I’ve used up all the words in the vocabulary. He’s a competitor. He’s soft-spoken, but 
fiery. Watch his tape and he’s just ‘the man’ out there.” 
 
Jeudy, who turns 21 next month, was one of the main men on Alabama’s offense the past two years. 
 
Jeudy won the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top receiver in 2018 (77 catches-1,163 yards-14 
touchdowns) and led the Tide in receiving last year (77-1,163-10). 
 
The run on receivers in the draft should start outside the top 10 picks. 
 
Barring a trade up, the Broncos, drafting at No. 15, must receive help to get Jeudy. They need Las Vegas 
at No. 12 to prefer Oklahoma’s CeeDee Lamb and San Francisco at No. 13 to choose Alabama’s Henry 
Ruggs. 
 
“I feel like everybody should think they’re the best receiver coming out in the class,” Jeudy said. “That’s 
the mindset you need to have. … I don’t really care where I get chosen. I just know wherever I go, they’re 
going to get the best out of me.” 
 
Jeudy was one of the nation’s best high school receivers when he signed with Alabama, continuing the 
Miami area-to-Tuscaloosa receiver shuttle. Jeudy followed Amari Cooper and Calvin Ridley (both first-
round picks) in spurning the Florida programs. 
 



Jeudy had 14 catches as a freshman to set up his breakthrough sophomore year. As a junior, he had five 
100-yard games. Two games last year showed how special Jeudy can be. 
 
Against Arkansas, he had seven catches for 103 yards and two touchdowns. He caught a pop pass and two 
bubbles early on before scoring a 40-yard touchdown on an over route. Jeudy can break tackles and has 
awareness of avoiding the big hit while gaining extra yards. 
 
Against Michigan, he had six catches for 204 yards and one touchdown. The score came on the game’s 
first play — 85 yards (43 post-catch) on a post route. Jeudy also caught passes lined up slot right, wide 
right and after going in motion. 
 
Asked how his game translates to the NFL, Jeudy said: “My route-running, knowing how to get open, 
knowing how to find the open zones and sit in those zones, and make plays. I don’t really like to compare 
myself to other plays, but I feel I can do it all. I can play inside, I can play outside and I find ways to get 
open.” 
 
Crimson Tide safety Xavier McKinney had a close look at Jeudy through practice. 
 
“Fast, quick, runs good routes, can catch the ball — all-around wide receiver,” McKinney said. 
 
It will be up to the Broncos and the other teams to decide when to draft a receiver and what type they 
prefer. But there could be value all the way into day 3 (rounds 4-7). 
 
“That’s the great thing about this draft,” Arizona Cardinals general manager Steve Keim said. “Not only is 
the wide receiver position extremely deep, but they’re all different types. … You got Jeudy, who’s bendy 
and athletic and can run multiple-cut routes and is extremely sudden in and out of the breaks.” 
 
Jeudy File 
 
Age: 20 
 
Position: Receiver 
 
School: Alabama 
 
Hometown: Deerfield Beach, Fla. 
 
Height/weight: 6-1/193 
 
Statistics: Caught 159 passes for 2,742 yards and 26 touchdowns in three-year Crimson Tide career. … As 
sophomore in 2018, won Biletnikoff Award as nation’s top receiver (68 catches-1,315 yards-14 
touchdowns). … Led Tide with 77 catches in ’19 for 1,163 yards and 10 touchdowns (five 100-yard games). 
… Had 29 catches of at least 16 yards last year. 
 
Fit for Broncos: Jeudy would be a seamless addition to a Broncos offense that needs a receiver to rise up 
and compliment Courtland Sutton. Jeudy can line up all over the formation and make plays after the catch. 

 



How Alabama star Jerry Jeudy overcame tragedy to 
become an NFL draft gem  
By Elizabeth Merrill 
ESPN 
April 14, 2020 
  
THE PARTY WAS set for South Florida on April 23, the first night of the NFL draft and the last hours before 
Jerry Jeudy turns 21. The thought of being in Las Vegas for the draft never really appealed to Jeudy. There 
wasn't a big enough table, nor were there enough hotel accommodations, for all the people he wanted 
to invite. 
 
His mom, Marie, would make the food, with a Caribbean flair to honor their Haitian roots. It was her night 
too. She had scrimped to support the family through the years, selling purses and lotions out of her car to 
supplement her paycheck. "When I get older," Jeudy used to tell his mom, "I'm going to buy you a house." 
They didn't know that football would change their lives someday. 
 
His older sister, Diane Constant, was put in charge of party planning because, let's face it, Jeudy is 
uncomfortable making a big deal of himself -- sort of the antithesis of a typical wide receiver's personality. 
 
But Jeudy has reason to brag. More than 60 wide receivers are up for grabs in this year's draft, an 
unprecedented glut of talent, and Jeudy is possibly the best of them. ESPN's Mel Kiper Jr. projects that up 
to seven receivers could be taken in the first round, which would tie an NFL record in the common draft 
era (since 1967), and that doesn't even tell the story of the sheer volume of talent at the position. Some 
analysts believe 20 of the first 100 players selected -- yes, 20% -- will be receivers. 
 
"These guys are a bunch of Randy Mosses," says one NFL talent evaluator who wished to remain 
anonymous, "just phenomenal athletes that are going to change the game from the standpoint of how 
many there are." Jeudy, his Alabama teammate Henry Ruggs III and Oklahoma's CeeDee Lamb are 
expected to be the first wideouts off the board. 
 
So for Jeudy's family, there was much to do. His sister was in the middle of searching for a party venue on 
April 1 when she saw a news alert: Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis was issuing a stay-at-home order for the 
state because of the coronavirus pandemic. There would be no party. No red carpet on the water at the 
Fountains at Bellagio either, as the NFL announced a move to a virtual-draft format a few days later. 
 
"It's a bummer that it can't be as big as we initially wanted it to be," Constant says as she navigates a 
family group chat to figure out a Plan B. "But honestly, as long as Jerry is doing what he loves and the 
people who matter the most are around, that's all that matters." 
 
Regardless of how the names are called, the 2020 NFL draft offers hope for a family that has struggled 
and survived with one lingering reality: No matter how many people surround them, there will always be 
one person missing. 
 
FOR THE FIRST half of his life, Jerry was the baby of the family, which led to his siblings calling him a 
mama's boy. Jeudy never minded that. "I am a mama's boy," he says. 
 



His parents divorced when Jeudy was young, and he became his mom's little right-hand man. Marie came 
to the U.S. from Haiti when she was 14, and every summer, she would take her kids back there for what 
Constant called "a humbling experience." 
 
"Back home, they don't have as much, but they make the most of what they do have," she says. "Their 
values are all about the family, church, home and school." Those values led Marie to keep a tight grip on 
Jeudy. She did not want him playing outside, and she especially did not want her baby getting beaten up 
in a football game. So Jeudy waited and eventually snuck out of the house when his mom was at work. 
 
Local kids played pickup games on a narrow road between houses that they called "Back Street." Space 
was limited, so they had to learn to improvise. One of the more elusive street ball players was a young 
man named Lamar Jackson. The future Ravens quarterback taught Jeudy some moves. He taught him how 
to juke. 
 
"The same things he's doing now he was doing when he was younger," Jeudy says. 
 
Marie eventually found out about her son's outdoor exploits. But when she saw how much he loved 
playing football, she relented. By this time, Jeudy was no longer the baby of the family. He had a little 
sister named Aaliyah. She was born premature and had to stay in the hospital for months afterward. The 
first time Constant went to the hospital to see her, tiny Aaliyah was hooked up to machines. Constant 
asked the doctor if her sister was going to be OK. The doctor was incredulous. Didn't your mom tell you? 
 
Aaliyah had been diagnosed with trisomy 18, a rare condition that causes severe developmental delays 
because of an extra chromosome 18, and gastroesophageal reflux disease. Babies with trisomy 18 have a 
10% chance of reaching their first birthday. 
 
"We didn't have a computer at home," Constant says, "so I went to the library at school and I looked up 
her condition and saw what it is and that most kids don't live past 1. I broke down in tears. I was crying 
hysterically." 
 
Marie refused to believe the physicians' grim diagnosis. In Haitian Creole, she said, Ou se yon doktè men 
ou pa dye. You're a doctor, but you're not God. 
 
Aaliyah eventually went home, and she beat the odds. She had tubes to help her breathe and eat, and 
home nurses to help her live. But Aaliyah was happy and cried only when she was in pain. Jeudy called his 
little sister "Lulu." He doted over her. When the home nurses weren't around, he'd suction the mucus out 
of a tube in her throat. 
 
"She changed my life a lot," Jeudy says. "She taught me how to fight through adversity." 
 
Football was a good distraction for Jeudy, and South Florida was always full of competition. His freshman 
year, he attended Monarch High in Coconut Creek. His teammates were Calvin and Riley Ridley, future 
NFL receivers. The team was so loaded that it was the talk of Broward County. A coaching change 
eventually led Jeudy to transfer to Deerfield Beach, and now it was his turn to show what he could do. 
Jeudy, who is 6-foot-1 and 192 pounds, wasn't much of a physical presence at that point, more a thin 
tangle of long arms and legs. But his new coach, Jevon Glenn, knew who he was. And he knew he could 
be great. 
 



He watched Jeudy effortlessly stop and start on his routes, sticking his foot in the ground and accelerating 
with little wasted motion. "That's a God-given ability you can't teach," Glenn says. He saw Jeudy shake 
defenders with ankle-breaking jukes. But Jeudy was also young and carried a happy-go-lucky demeanor. 
 
"He was fortunate enough to play with Calvin Ridley and Riley Ridley and always kind of took that Little 
Jerry mindset," Glenn says. "The biggest thing was letting him know he had a chance to be elite, that he 
would soon be Big Jerry." 
 
Before his junior season, he told Glenn, "Coach, I want to be the best receiver in the country." Jeudy 
changed his nutrition and sleep habits and studied cut-ups of other receivers. He practiced his juke moves 
in between classes, squaring up students walking in the opposite direction like they were defensive backs. 
"He probably scared most of them," Glenn says. 
 
Junior year, Jeudy went to the Under Armour Future 50 Experience. Deion Sanders was coaching the 
defensive backs, and Jeudy, according to Glenn, was "killing them." Sanders started chirping at Jeudy. 
 
"We're a hard-nosed program," Glenn says. "We don't blow smoke up our kids' behinds. I called one of 
my assistants and said, 'Jerry is for real. He's the best player here.'" 
 
Former All-Pro receiver Chad Johnson drove 30 miles to Deerfield Beach one Friday night just to watch 
Jeudy play. To Johnson, it was almost like looking at a younger version of himself, from the route running 
to the elite footwork and sure hands. 
 
"There's an 'it' factor that certain players have where they stand out and you can tell they're going to be 
special," he says. "He had it early. He was ice." Jeudy caught 76 passes for 1,054 yards and 15 touchdowns 
in his senior year and was a four-star recruit. 
 
Then, the day after Thanksgiving, Deerfield Beach defeated Atlantic to reach the Class 8A state semifinals. 
His older brother Terry, with whom he was very close, found Jerry on the field after the game. Terry had 
heartbreaking news: 7-year-old Aaliyah, who for so long had defied the odds of her ailments, had died. 
Jeudy broke down and cried. 
 
In the days that followed, Jeudy's coach told him it was OK if he didn't want to play in the next game. 
Family first, Glenn said. "Coach, this is my family," Jeudy told him. He said football was the only thing that 
could take his mind off the grief. 
 
Jeudy posted a picture of Aaliyah on Twitter. She was wearing an oxygen cannula across her face in the 
photo. "I swear I'm going to make it for you and mommy," he tweeted. 
 
"It wasn't easy," Jeudy says, "but at the same time, she was suffering from all the things she was going 
through, like the things she can't do. She can't walk, she can't talk, but now I feel like she has a better 
place where she can do what she wants to do. 
 
"She can walk, she can talk, she can be whatever she wants. Now she's not suffocating on this earth." 
 
WHEN IT CAME to college, Jeudy pretty much had his choice of programs, but he was motivated by one 
thing. "I wanted to be a champion," he says. Most coaches were promising him he'd start as a freshman; 



Jeudy liked that Nick Saban was the only one who wasn't. The Alabama coach told him he'd have the 
opportunity to play as a freshman. 
 
Leaving wouldn't be easy. He was used to leaning on his family, especially after Aaliyah's death, but after 
finishing his high school coursework a semester early, he was headed to Tuscaloosa, 11½ hours from 
home. Jeudy would be OK. He put a picture of Aaliyah in a Star of David pendant (the same pendant that 
caused a stir at the combine in February when Jeudy said he wore it because people call him "Jeu," which 
sounds like "Jew"). When he looks at it, he says, "she's right there." 
 
Marie would drive long hours to watch her son play. Only Jeudy wasn't playing as much as he'd hoped. 
The depth chart was crowded with young talent, but the person getting most of the touches was his old 
friend Calvin Ridley, who was now a junior and one of the most explosive wideouts in college football. 
Jeudy had spent his childhood watching and learning from Ridley, and now he had to do it again. 
 
He'd occasionally call his high school coach to vent his frustrations. But Jeudy was mostly interested in 
trying to prove his worth. It wasn't easy. In addition to Jeudy, Alabama also signed Henry Ruggs III and 
DeVonta Smith in the Class of 2017, a who's who list of future NFL wideouts. 
 
"I'd say the chemistry with my receivers has developed because we all came in together," former Tide 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa told reporters at the NFL combine. "There'd be times where just us three -- 
Ruggs, DeVonta Smith and Jerry -- would just go in by ourselves and we'd run routes and we'd throw to 
one other hoping we'd get an opportunity to play our freshman year. We did, and it just developed from 
there." 
 
The third game of Jeudy's sophomore season, he had three catches for 136 yards against Ole Miss. His 
wait was over. He scored an SEC-leading 14 touchdowns and won the Biletnikoff Award that season. 
 
Last season, Jeudy did not win the Biletnikoff; his 1,163 yards and 10 touchdowns were down from '18, a 
byproduct of the logjam of elite receivers on Alabama's roster. But Jeudy's 26 career touchdowns put him 
second on Alabama's all-time list, behind Amari Cooper. 
 
Just like Cooper and Ridley, Jeudy knew he was ready to move on. 
 
Three days after he caught six passes for 204 yards in a victory over Michigan in the Citrus Bowl, Jeudy 
announced he was declaring for the NFL draft. Ruggs did the same a few days later. 
 
Jeudy recently worked out in Fort Lauderdale with Chad Johnson, Ravens receiver Marquise "Hollywood" 
Brown and Hollywood's troubled cousin, Antonio Brown. Jeudy also caught passes from his old friend 
Lamar Jackson. 
 
A number of NFL players reside in South Florida, and with OTAs suspended indefinitely, many of them 
were looking for a place to train. Miami is a well-known hotbed for receivers, and there's a camaraderie 
among them. 
 
Johnson makes it clear that he's not training Jeudy. "We're just working," he says. Though they're often 
compared to each other, their personalities are obviously different. Johnson is a Hall of Fame trash-talker 
who once famously raced a horse. Jeudy says "sir" and "ma'am" a lot, and the closest he comes to trash-



talking is in practice, when he might tell a teammate, in the heat of competition, "You can't guard me." 
Jeudy doesn't know why he's this way; talking just isn't part of his game. 
 
Johnson says that's OK: "That comes from within. If that's not you, then you don't do it." 
 
But he has big predictions for Jeudy, including that he'll be the first receiver selected in the draft. 
 
"He will win Rookie of the Year," Johnson says. "He's different. I mean, special." 
 
JEUDY WILL NOT have a ballroom on April 23. He'll spend draft day with his tight family circle. At some 
point, football will be back, and Jeudy plans to buy his mom that house and a white Range Rover. 
 
"She's my mama," he says. "She do everything for me. Now it's time for me to do everything for her." 
 
He has plenty to keep his hands full in the meantime. His daughter was born on March 27. He shared a 
picture of her recently on Instagram. She's sleepy-eyed and decked out in pink. To the right of the picture 
is her name. 
 
Journee Aaliyah Jeudy. 

  



Alabama WR Jerry Jeudy, a likely top-5 pick, declares for 
NFL draft  
By Staff 
ESPN 
April 7, 2020 
  
Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy and offensive tackle Jedrick Wills Jr. are skipping their senior seasons 
to enter the NFL draft. 
 
Jeudy, ranked No. 1 at receiver and No. 3 overall on Mel Kiper Jr.'s Big Board, made his announcement on 
social media Saturday, three days after posting 204 yards and a touchdown on six catches vs. Michigan in 
the Vrbo Citrus Bowl. 
 
"This journey at the University of Alabama has been an amazing experience," he wrote. 
 
There was speculation that Jeudy might skip the bowl game, which Alabama won 35-16. Turns out, he was 
named the game's MVP. 
 
Jeudy, the 2018 Biletnikoff Award winner, had 77 catches for 1,163 yards and 10 touchdowns this season. 
Jeudy caught 159 passes overall for 2,742 yards and 26 touchdowns with the Crimson Tide. 
 
He was part of a loaded receiving corps that included DeVonta Smith, Henry Ruggs III and Jaylen Waddle. 
One of the program's most prolific receivers, Jeudy led the Southeastern Conference with 14 touchdown 
catches in 2018 and was an Associated Press All-American. 
 
Smith and Ruggs have yet to announce whether they intend to stay or not. Like Jeudy, Smith is coming off 
a 1,000-yard season. 
 
Wills, ranked the No. 6 offensive tackle by ESPN's Kiper, was a second-team AP All-American who started 
the past two seasons at right tackle. Willis also announced his decision on Twitter. 
 
Two other underclassmen, middle linebacker Dylan Moses and left tackle Alex Leatherwood, have said 
they plan to return for their senior seasons. 
 
Junior quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, whose season ended with a serious hip injury, is expected to announce 
his decision on Monday. 

  



What Alabama WR Jerry Jeudy will bring to the Denver 
Broncos 
By Aaron Suttles 
The Athletic 
April 23, 2020 
 
Jerry Jeudy continued the pipeline from South Florida to Alabama as Amari Cooper and Calvin Ridley did 
before him. Both of those players made the most of their time in Tuscaloosa and became first-round 
selections. 
 
Jeudy did the same, matching Cooper’s honor of winning the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top 
collegiate wide receiver, and he matched Cooper’s and Ridley’s status as first-round picks, selected 15th 
on Thursday night by the Broncos. 
 
There are three wide receivers who could have been viewed as the best in the draft: Jeudy, his teammate 
at Alabama Henry Ruggs III and Oklahoma’s CeeDee Lamb. Depending on what a team values, any could 
have been the first wide receiver off the board. 
 
Ruggs went first to the Raiders, but with Jeudy, the Broncos are getting the best route-running wide 
receiver in the draft. Mock drafts varied in how they projected Jeudy, but every NFL Draft analyst 
celebrates his route running. 
 
“Jeudy can run every route in the playbook and is a very quarterback-friendly target with his ability to 
separate, making sharp, collected cuts at full speed that defenders can’t match,” The Athletic’s Dane 
Brugler wrote. “Everything he does is quick, including his ability to snare-and-secure throws, but focus 
drops plagued his tape, especially over the middle. Overall, Jeudy doesn’t have the ideal body type or play 
strength, but his combination of play speed, brake-and-balance skills and route savvy allow him to uncover 
anywhere he wants on the field, projecting as an impact NFL receiving target.” 
 
At 6-foot-1 and 193 pounds, Jeudy finished his college career with 159 receptions for 2,742 yards and 26 
touchdowns with 17.2 yards per reception. He became only the second Crimson Tide player to post back-
to-back 1,000-yard seasons. 
 
His jukes became something of a legend during his career at Alabama, especially one at LSU during his 
sophomore year that faked multiple Tigers defenders and had one missing Jeudy and taking out his own 
player. 
 
The run-pass option, for Jeudy, became a weapon. He was nearly unguardable as the slot receiver on RPOs 
with quarterback Tua Tagovailoa. But there are questions about his frame and whether he’ll be a complete 
wide receiver. Alabama head coach Nick Saban pointed that out before the 2019 season. 
 
“I think with all receivers, the constant sort of thing we’re trying to get our guys to do is, yeah, we want 
you to play great when you have the ball, but we also want you to play great when you don’t have the 
ball,” Saban said. “I think that’s in general the theme we want to get across to all of our guys because 
whether it’s a run play, whether it’s a passing play where you’re not getting the ball and you have to block 
or you have to convert an RPO into blocking, these things are critical to helping your teammates. No 



different than your teammates better do a good job when you get the ball or you won’t have a chance to 
be successful. So Jerry has been pretty good with the ball and as a group, you know, we would like to 
improve a little bit when we don’t have the ball.” 
 
Drops were also a bit of concern, especially across the middle. However, the plusses far outweigh the 
questions about Jeudy. 

  



Broncos get Lock some help with Alabama wideout Jerry 
Jeudy  
By Arnie Stapleton  
Associated Press  
April 23, 2020 
 
In his 10th draft, John Elway finally picked a player from Alabama. 
 
The Denver Broncos general manager backed up his talk about building around second-year QB Drew Luck 
by selecting Crimson Tide wide receiver Jerry Jeudy with the 15th pick in the NFL draft Thursday night. 
 
Jeudy is the 71st player Elway has selected in his decade as GM. He's also among the gems of a deep crop 
of wide receivers coming out of college. 
 
Earlier this week, Elway said it was just happenstance that he hadn't selected an Alabama player. He 
praised Crimson Tide coach Nick Saban and said previous drafts simply didn't fall right for him to select an 
Alabama alum. 
 
Jeudy was selected three spots after Alabama teammate Henry Ruggs III, who went to the rival Las Vegas 
Raiders at No. 12. 
 
Another new landscape for Elway: for the first time in four years he didn't spend his offseason analyzing 
college quarterbacks after going all-in on Lock, who won four of his five starts to end the 2019 season, his 
only loss coming in the snow at Kansas City. 
 
While stressing that Lock has ''a long way to go,'' Elway said he feels he's finally found a worthy successor 
to Peyton Manning, who retired four years ago. 
 
''Now is the fun part of trying to fill around him,'' said Elway, who began that task with the free agent 
signings of O-lineman Graham Glasgow, running back Melvin Gordon, tight end Nick Vannett and backup 
QB Jeff Driskel. 
 
Jeudy joins a receiving corps led by third-year pro Courtland Sutton. 
 
Another priority for Elway in this draft is to fortify Lock's protection with O-linemen. Elway entered the 
draft with 10 selections, half of them in the top-95. 

  



Jeudy, Jones lead Tide past Michigan in Citrus Bowl, 35-
16  
By Tim Reynolds 
Associated Press 
January 1, 2020 
 
Jerry Jeudy could have sat out Alabama’s bowl game and still almost certainly would have been a first-
round draft pick. 
 
He played instead — and if this was his finale, his stock likely soared. 
 
Mac Jones threw three touchdown passes, Jeudy became the first Alabama player to top 200 receiving 
yards in a bowl game and the ninth-ranked Crimson Tide topped No. 17 Michigan 35-16 on Wednesday in 
the Citrus Bowl. 
 
“I’ve played football all my life,” said Jeudy, the junior who was the game’s MVP pick. “I couldn’t just sit 
out there and watch my team play. ... I love playing football, so I just came out here and competed with 
my brothers.” 
 
Jones connected with Jeudy for an 85-yard score on Alabama’s first snap, DeVonta Smith and Miller 
Forristall added touchdown grabs in the second half for the Crimson Tide (11-2), which trailed 16-14 at 
the break. Najee Harris ran for 136 yards and two touchdowns for Alabama. 
 
Jeudy finished with six catches for 204 yards. His previous career-high for yards was 147 set last season 
against Missouri, and the Alabama bowl record had stood for more than a half-century — Ray Perkins had 
178 yards against Nebraska in the 1967 Sugar Bowl. 
 
“Certainly, he used this opportunity to showcase his ability so it probably even enhanced his opportunities 
at the next level,” said Alabama coach Nick Saban, whose team outscored Michigan 21-0 after halftime. 
“Very, very proud of our team.” 
 
Jones — who took over as Alabama’s starter when Tua Tagovailoa was lost for the season with an injury 
in November — completed 16 of 25 passes for 327 yards. 
 
Shea Patterson completed 17 of 37 passes for 233 yards and a touchdown for Michigan (9-4), which 
dropped its fourth consecutive bowl game. Quinn Nordin kicked three field goals for the Wolverines, 
including a school-record-tying 57-yarder to end the first half and give Michigan the lead. 
 
“It was a hard-fought game,” Michigan coach Jim Harbaugh said. “Congratulations to Alabama. I thought 
both teams played extremely hard.” 
 
The Crimson Tide had two touchdown drives of 90 seconds or less — Jeudy’s score on Alabama’s first play 
and a long go-ahead touchdown grab by Smith early in the third quarter. They were quick-strike all season 
long, with 22 TD drives taking 1:30 or less and 38 TDs coming in 2:00 or less. 
 
And the last of those was the one that put this game away for Alabama with 10:01 remaining. 



Facing 3rd-and-11 from its own 8, Jones connected with Jeudy for 14 yards. On the next snap, Jones and 
Jeudy hooked up for 58 more yards. And the next snap was a 20-yard scoring pass to a wide-open 
Forristall. 
 
THE TAKEAWAY 
 
Michigan: The Wolverines have dropped 16 straight road or neutral-site games against teams ranked No. 
15 or higher in the AP poll, including all 10 under Harbaugh. The last time the Wolverines won such a game 
was Jan. 3, 2012 over then-No. 11 Virginia Tech. 
 
Alabama: It was the 12th bowl or playoff-game win for Saban. That tied him with Paul “Bear” Bryant for 
the most in school history. And the Crimson Tide won their 27th consecutive game when allowing less 
than 40 points. 
 
PLAYING 
 
Alabama WR Henry Ruggs III — a 2020 first-round draft possibility if he skips his senior season — took a 
shot to the head with 9:30 left in the third quarter and was placed into the concussion protocol. The 
Crimson Tide had only two players skip the bowl game for draft preparation, cornerback Trevon Diggs and 
linebacker Terrell Lewis. Harris was another who might jump to the NFL who elected to play for Alabama. 
 
POLL IMPLICATIONS 
 
Alabama should stay in the top 10 for the 76th consecutive edition of the AP Top 25, moving into a tie for 
the fifth-longest streak in poll history. 
 
NORDIN’S DAY 
 
Along with the school-record-tying 57-yarder to end the half — Hayden Epstein also connected from 57 
yards out in the first quarter at Michigan State on Nov. 3, 2001 — Nordin finished the day 3 for 3 on field 
goal tries. It wrapped up a perfect season for kickers facing the Crimson Tide: They went 20 for 20 on field 
goals. 
 
SPECIAL GUEST 
 
Miami Dolphins owner Stephen Ross and members of the team’s front office were on the field pregame, 
watching warmups. Ross is a prominent Michigan alum — there is a Stephen M. Ross Athletic Campus 
spanning 280,000 square feet in Ann Arbor. And the Dolphins are also one of the teams that seem likely 
to consider drafting Tagovailoa if he turns pro. 
 
UP NEXT 
 
Michigan: Opens next season on Sept. 5 at Washington, the first meeting between those schools in 18 
years. It begins a home-and-home, with the Huskies going to Ann Arbor on Sept. 11, 2021. 
 
Alabama: Opens next season on Sept. 5 against USC in Arlington, Texas. It’ll be the ninth consecutive 
season in which the Crimson Tide open with a neutral-site game; they’re 8-0 so far in those.  



All-America Watch: Alabama WR Jerry Jeudy off to fast 
start  
By John Zenor 
Associated Press 
January 1, 2020 
 
Jerry Jeudy couldn’t pass up the chance to work out with one of the NFL’s best receivers, a guy he has 
been watching since high school. 
 
The Alabama star reached out to Antonio Brown over the summer on Instagram while both were training 
in Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
 
“I just hit him up and asked if one day we could link up and get some work in,” Jeudy said. 
 
That workout is just one example of how Jeudy, who is off to a red-hot start, has often studied or worked 
out with star receivers trying to improve his game. In high school, he trained regularly with current Atlanta 
Falcons receiver Calvin Ridley in south Florida, but he also spent hours on line studying players like Brown, 
Ridley, Amari Cooper and Julio Jones. 
 
Even after winning the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top receiver as a sophomore, Jeudy was trying to 
improve on things like his mastery of Alabama’s offense and reading coverages more quickly. 
 
“You always want to get better,” said Jeudy, who was named to the AP preseason All-America team 
presented by Regions Bank. “My motivation was just to get better than I was last year. You should never 
be satisfied. Just all the little things that you need to work on to be the best receiver you can be. You can 
never be perfect. There’s always something to work on.” 
 
Jeudy has had two huge games to start the season and is trying to join Justin Blackmon and Michael 
Crabtree as the only repeat Biletnikoff winners. He had a career-high 10 catches for 137 yards against 
Duke and then added 103 yards on eight catches with a school record-tying three touchdowns in a rout 
of New Mexico State ahead of this weekend’s Southeastern Conference opener at South Carolina. 
 
He’s had a much quieter summer than Brown, who was released by the Oakland Raiders and signed by 
New England over the weekend. 
 
That topic is out of the comfort zone for Jeudy, who comes across as decidedly less flamboyant than the 
four-time All-Pro. 
 
“That’s Antonio Brown. That has nothing to do with me,” he said. “I’m just focused on what we’ve got 
going on here.” 
 
Some of Jeudy’s teammates were surprised and impressed when Jeudy posted video on Instagram of his 
workout with such a big-name NFL player, a fellow Florida native. 
 



“Well he’s from Florida, so of course I guess they’re close but it was kind of surprising to me because I 
don’t really have a bunch of NFL guys that I’m friends with,” safety Xavier McKinney said. “But I thought 
it was cool to see him working out with AB.” 
 
Quarterback Tua Tagovailoa said he has seen growth from Jeudy off the field, too. He cites his leadership 
but also Jeudy’s other interactions with teammates. 
 
“Before it would just be me and Jerry hanging out all the time,” Tagovailoa said. “Jerry hangs out with a 
lot of other guys now, he doesn’t just sit and eat with me. Off the field, that aspect, I see a big 
improvement for Jerry.” 
 
The statistics so far have been a good sign, too. 
 
WHO’S HOT 
 
LSU QB Joe Burrow hasn’t gotten nearly as much hype as some of the more high-profile passers this 
season, but he delivered in a big way in a top 10 matchup with Texas. Burrow passed for 471 yards and 
four touchdowns in the fourth-ranked Tigers’ 45-38 win over Texas . He connected with Justin Jefferson 
on a 61-yarder with 2:27 left. 
 
WHO’S NOT 
 
Nebraska QB Adrian Martinez completed his first nine passes for 180 yards before halftime against 
Colorado last week. In the second half, Martinez was sacked six times and intercepted once, going 7 of 15 
for 110 yards. There was plenty of blame to go around for blowing a 17-0 halftime lead before losing in 
overtime , of course. 
 
ON THE LINE (Former Auburn offensive lineman and SEC Network analyst Cole Cubelic spotlights some of 
the best blockers in the country) 
 
Texas LT Samuel Cosmi. The sophomore had quite a battle against LSU DE K’Lavon Chaisson last Saturday. 
He didn’t win every play, but played with tenacity and great effort against one of the best pass rushers in 
the country. 
 
“Love his demeanor on the field,” Cubelic said. “Plays angry and finishes well. Is violent with his hands and 
creative in how he gets wins.” 
 
ALL-AMERICA MATCHUP 
 
Michigan State LB Joe Bachie vs. Arizona State RB Eno Benjamin. 
 
Bache is a preseason All-American who has 13 tackles through games against Tulsa and Western Michigan. 
He’s reached triple digits each of the past two seasons. A big defensive challenge this week is containing 
the workhorse Benjamin, who has already carried 46 times for 171 yards and been an equally big threat 
in the passing game. He has seven catches for 126 yards and a pair of touchdowns. The second-team All-
American was held to 69 yards on 24 carries by Sacramento State and now faces Bachie and one of the 
best run defenses in the country.  



Broncos select WR Jerry Jeudy with 15th-overall pick 
By Aric DiLalla  
DenverBroncos.com 
April 23, 2020 
 
Mock draft after mock draft projected the Broncos would take a wide receiver with the 15th-overall pick 
in the 2020 NFL Draft. 
 
Turns out, it wasn't a smokescreen. 
 
The Broncos selected former Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy with the 15th-overall pick in the first 
round of Thursday's NFL Draft. 
 
In the process, the Broncos added arguably the best wide receiver in a historically talented draft class. 
 
Jeudy, a 6-foot-1, 193-pound player, is widely believed to be the best route-runner in this year's draft, and 
he should provide an instant jolt to the Broncos' offense. 
 
He was the second receiver drafted, behind only his college teammate Henry Ruggs III. 
 
Jeudy caught 144 passes for 2,478 yards and 24 touchdowns over his last two seasons at Alabama. In 
2018, after catching 68 passes for 1,315 yards and 14 touchdowns, Jeudy won the Biletnikoff Award as 
the nation's best receiver. 
 
He joins Pro Bowl wide receiver Courtland Sutton in Denver and should become a dangerous weapon for 
second-year quarterback Drew Lock. 
 
Jeudy is the first player that John Elway has drafted from Alabama. The Broncos had not drafted a wide 
receiver in the first round since they selected Demaryius Thomas in 2010. 
 
The Broncos' are scheduled to pick next in the second round with the 46th-overall pick. 
 
 

  



What Alabama WR Jerry Jeudy will bring to the Denver 
Broncos 
By Aaron Suttles 
The Athletic 
April 23, 2020 
 
Jerry Jeudy continued the pipeline from South Florida to Alabama as Amari Cooper and Calvin Ridley did 
before him. Both of those players made the most of their time in Tuscaloosa and became first-round 
selections. 
 
Jeudy did the same, matching Cooper’s honor of winning the Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s top 
collegiate wide receiver, and he matched Cooper’s and Ridley’s status as first-round picks, selected 15th 
on Thursday night by the Broncos. 
 
There are three wide receivers who could have been viewed as the best in the draft: Jeudy, his teammate 
at Alabama Henry Ruggs III and Oklahoma’s CeeDee Lamb. Depending on what a team values, any could 
have been the first wide receiver off the board. 
 
Ruggs went first to the Raiders, but with Jeudy, the Broncos are getting the best route-running wide 
receiver in the draft. Mock drafts varied in how they projected Jeudy, but every NFL Draft analyst 
celebrates his route running. 
 
“Jeudy can run every route in the playbook and is a very quarterback-friendly target with his ability to 
separate, making sharp, collected cuts at full speed that defenders can’t match,” The Athletic’s Dane 
Brugler wrote. “Everything he does is quick, including his ability to snare-and-secure throws, but focus 
drops plagued his tape, especially over the middle. Overall, Jeudy doesn’t have the ideal body type or play 
strength, but his combination of play speed, brake-and-balance skills and route savvy allow him to uncover 
anywhere he wants on the field, projecting as an impact NFL receiving target.” 
 
At 6-foot-1 and 193 pounds, Jeudy finished his college career with 159 receptions for 2,742 yards and 26 
touchdowns with 17.2 yards per reception. He became only the second Crimson Tide player to post back-
to-back 1,000-yard seasons. 
 
His jukes became something of a legend during his career at Alabama, especially one at LSU during his 
sophomore year that faked multiple Tigers defenders and had one missing Jeudy and taking out his own 
player. 
 
The run-pass option, for Jeudy, became a weapon. He was nearly unguardable as the slot receiver on RPOs 
with quarterback Tua Tagovailoa. But there are questions about his frame and whether he’ll be a complete 
wide receiver. Alabama head coach Nick Saban pointed that out before the 2019 season. 
 
“I think with all receivers, the constant sort of thing we’re trying to get our guys to do is, yeah, we want 
you to play great when you have the ball, but we also want you to play great when you don’t have the 
ball,” Saban said. “I think that’s in general the theme we want to get across to all of our guys because 
whether it’s a run play, whether it’s a passing play where you’re not getting the ball and you have to block 
or you have to convert an RPO into blocking, these things are critical to helping your teammates. No 



different than your teammates better do a good job when you get the ball or you won’t have a chance to 
be successful. So Jerry has been pretty good with the ball and as a group, you know, we would like to 
improve a little bit when we don’t have the ball.” 
 
Drops were also a bit of concern, especially across the middle. However, the plusses far outweigh the 
questions about Jeudy. 
 
  



NFL draft: Five things to know about Jerry Jeudy, the 
Broncos' new wide receiver 
By Gus Martin  
USA Today 
April 23, 2020 
 
Considered by many to be the best wide receiver prospect in a 2020 NFL draft filled with talent at the 
position, Alabama's Jerry Jeudy could be the missing piece for the Denver Broncos as they look for a game-
breaking receiver for QB Drew Lock. 
 
The five-star recruit and No. 3 overall receiver in the class of 2017 out of Deerfield Beach (Florida) High 
School is only rivaled by Oklahoma's CeeDee Lamb for the top wideout spot. Whichever organization ends 
up with either player should be satisfied, but teams are looking to Jeudy as a hard-working, dedicated and 
uber-talented player capable of making an immediate impact. 
 
Here are five things to know about Jeudy: 
 
1. His name has become a verb 
 
Hall-of-Fame receiver Randy Moss' name was used as a saying for football fans everywhere when the Hall 
of Fame receiver would sky above defenders for touchdown catches. "You got Mossed," they would say. 
 
The phrase "I'm trying to Jeudy" or "Jeudying" and variations have become slang among this era of young 
football fans, but the meanings are different. Just as being "Mossed" meant to catch a contested pass 
over someone, to "Jeudy" equates to making a defender miss a tackle with quick jukes and route-running 
expertise. 
 
Jeudy is one of this draft's best route-runners and athletic specimens, so expect that term to become 
more commonplace if he has continued success in the NFL. 
 
2. One of Alabama's best receivers ever 
 
Even after winning a national championship as a freshman, Jeudy was focused on becoming more of a 
contributor on one of the top programs in college football history. 
 
He did just that during his sophomore and junior campaigns by winning the Biletnikoff Award in 2018, 
finishing second in program history to Amari Cooper with 26 touchdown catches and becoming only the 
second receiver in school history with consecutive 1,000-yard seasons -- following D.J. Hall in 2006-07.  
 
On a high-powered offense with two other top receivers beside him in Henry Ruggs III and DeVonta Smith, 
Jeudy rose above the rest.  
 
3. His nickname "Jeu" drew controversy at the combine 
 



At this year's NFL combine, Jeudy wore a Star of David necklace as a homonymic nod to his nickname, 
"Jeu." Although he pointed out during his press availability that he doesn't practice Judaism and later 
tweeted that he meant no offense, some people were initially bothered by it. 
In the center of his necklace, however, was a photo of his late sister Aaliyah, who died at the age of 7, 
according to an article in SI.com. She was born premature and had several health problems as a child, so 
Jeudy would often care for her growing up before her death. 
 
"When I took care of her, I used to think, ‘When I get to the league, I’m gonna find these doctors to help 
her learn how to talk, how to walk,' stuff like that," Jeudy told Sports Illustrated. "God had other plans." 
 
4. Film study junkie 
 
Jeudy worked tirelessly on the practice field to get his skills to where they are today, but what his 
teammates and coaches rave about even more is his commitment to studying film. 
 
Not playing football until his mother finally allowed him to sign up in seventh grade, Jeudy knew he was 
behind the curve. So he dedicated himself to studying the movements of players he liked most, including 
speedsters Reggie Bush and Tavon Austin, and tried to replicate their movements. 
 
According to SI.com, Jeudy can constantly be found watching highlight videos on his phone  not a bad 
habit for a young player to have. 
 
5. Credits yoga for his nimbleness and route-running 
 
"Jeudying" doesn't come easy for most people without speed and athleticism, but the most critical factor 
to moving like Jeudy is his pliability. He credits yoga for his ability to change direction and bend his legs in 
seemingly uncomfortable or unnatural ways. 
 
He calls his legs "weird" since he can seemingly plant and change direction and speed on a dime without 
tearing any ligaments, but he says it's just a product of his work and commitment to excellence, according 
to SI.com. 
 
Other professional athletes in recent years have taken up yoga and other similar exercise routines to 
increase their flexibility, but since Jeudy is already doing it in college, he appears ahead of the curve. 
  



2020 NFL Draft grades: Broncos get a 'B' for selecting 
Jerry Jeudy at No. 15 overall  
By R.J. White  
CBS Sports 
April 23, 2020 
 
The Broncos selected Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy with the No. 15 overall pick in the first round of 
the 2020 NFL Draft on Thursday. The CBS Sports NFL Draft team breaks down the pick below, including a 
grade for the pick, how it affects fantasy leagues and more on Jeudy, including his strengths and 
weaknesses, his NFL comp and more. 
 
15. Denver Broncos: B 
Pete Prisco: I like Jeudy a lot. He's the best route runner in this draft. One concern I have with him is he's 
really thin. Will he be able to hold up to press coverage? 
 
Fantasy impact 
Dave Richard: I get why the Broncos took Jerry Jeudy. They, like the Raiders, would like to stretch defenses 
and open things up for everyone. Jeudy can do that, but he's also a complete receiver who has a veteran's 
toolbox when it comes to running routes and ditching defensive coverage. In time, I would expect him to 
become the Broncos' top receiver, but I wouldn't expect it as soon as Week 1 of the season. I'd take him 
in Round 8 in seasonal formats, both PPR and Non. I'd bump him up a round in dynasty/keeper startups, 
but I'd put him in the mix as a top-three pick in rookie-only drafts. 
 
NFL Draft profile 
NFL comp: Odell Beckham 
Best trait: Route-running ability 
 
Strengths 
 
Best route-runner in this draft class 
Sneaky speed to win on deep routes 
Almost impossible to bring down in the open field 
 
Weaknesses  
 
Has great hands but struggled with concentration drops last season 
Production dropped from 2018 to 2019 
Didn't face much press coverage at Alabama 
  



Meet Jerry Jeudy: Verb, Highlight Reel, and the NFL 
Draft’s Most Unique Talent  
By Alex Prewitt  
MMQB 
April 1, 2020 
 
Back home, his name has become a verb. On fields throughout South Florida’s Broward County, aspiring 
players of every age have taken to stutter-stepping, dead-legging, spinning, juking and jitterbugging as 
they imitate their favorite wide receiver. Where earlier generations hollered “You got Mossed!” while 
embarrassing opposing defensive backs, kids today are all trying to Jeudy. 
 
Jevon Glenn sees the craze up close. As a youth football fixture and coach at Deerfield Beach High, where 
Jerry Jeudy dropped jaws and broke ankles before heading to Alabama in 2017, Glenn is constantly issuing 
admonishments for dancing in place during practice instead of running drills. Hey, we don’t have time for 
you to sit there and be Jeudying. Even so, Glenn admits, the arrival of Jeudy (the verb) has made a positive 
impact. Who better to learn from than Jeudy (the human) about the art of coming off the line of 
scrimmage? 
 
“From little league all the way up to my seniors,” Glenn says, “when they work on their releases, they call 
it Jeudying. He’s the release king.” 
 
Even in a loaded position group that threatens the record for first-round receivers in an NFL draft (six), 
the 6' 1", 192-pound Jeudy stands alone for his ability to shed coverage—selling fakes better than a back-
alley watch dealer, operating with a PhD-level command of the route tree. As expected, replicating this 
isn’t easy for teens. Adds Glenn, “Most of them fall after they get done Jeudying.” 
 
Countless DBs can relate. Viral footage of their demise is readily available. In one video from a 2016 Florida 
Gators recruiting camp (with more than 4,200 Twitter likes to date), Jeudy leaves a cornerback splayed 
facedown with a nasty comeback-and-go double move. Another, filmed at a group workout with Antonio 
Brown last summer in Ft. Lauderdale, opens with Jeudy planting and stopping so abruptly on a 10-yard 
curl that his defender screeches another three yards downfield before a) realizing what has happened, b) 
attempting to recover and c) finally falling over. It has almost one million views. 
 
“When he gets separation,” says quarterback Tua Tagovailoa, a projected top-15 pick like Jeudy after both 
left Alabama following their junior seasons, “if it’s a timing route, I see Jerry break his man off so bad and 
I’m like, ‘Oh my gosh, I’m going to punt the ball to you because you’re so wide open.’” 
 
As Jeudy terrorized SEC secondaries—winning the Biletnikoff Award in 2018, finishing second in program 
history to Amari Cooper with 26 touchdown catches and becoming only the second Crimson Tide wideout 
with consecutive 1,000-yard seasons (D.J. Hall, 2006 and ’07)—his legions of admirers swelled far beyond 
kids. Terrell Owens hit him up for a workout when he visited Tuscaloosa before Jeudy’s sophomore year; 
they ran routes for more than an hour. After a Bama victory last season Odell Beckham Jr. called to 
congratulate him on FaceTime. 
 
Then there are his DMs, filled with household handles—Davante Adams, Keenan Allen and Stefon Diggs 
to name-drop several—replying to clips of his jukes with breathless, emoji-laced praise: 



You look good. Real real good ground contact. 
 
Savage! 
 
U f----- liveeeee 
 
“When you look at the tape, he jumps out [of] the screen at you,” Diggs says. “Sky’s the limit for him.” 
Several of the NFL’s best have even reached out to probe for tips on hand placement or hip movement, 
curious about Jeudy’s approach to the craft. “I’m trying to get to where you’re at, but you’re hitting me 
up and looking at me, trying to take something out of my book?” Jeudy says, scrolling through some of 
these messages on his phone. “That’s crazy.” 
 
Most mock drafts project either Jeudy or Oklahoma’s CeeDee Lamb as the first wideout off the board—
not a moment too soon for the pros who have been awaiting Jeudy’s arrival since he dusted that recruit 
at Florida’s camp. “I was like, ‘Who the f--- is this kid to stop and cut like that?’” says the Patriots’ 
Mohamed Sanu Sr. “Saw more, saw more, then I went, ‘O.K., he’ll for real be one of the best to do it 
someday.’” 
 
A lofty prediction, perhaps, considering the 20-year-old Jeudy hasn’t lined up for a single NFL snap. And 
yet it’s nothing that he hasn’t been obsessively working toward since he was a wide-eyed, dead-legging 
kid from Broward County, hitching a ride on the floor of a minivan. 
 
* * * 
 
In hindsight, Calvin Davis recognizes the numerous safety regulations that he broke that day. But how was 
he supposed to say no? Just as the Monarch High coach was loading up his silver Nissan, preparing to take 
six upperclassmen—including future Alabama and Falcons receiver Calvin Ridley—on a whirlwind 
recruiting trip to camps at Tennessee, Louisville, Ohio State and other D-1 programs in the summer of 
2014, Jeudy, then 15, had come sprinting up Davis’s driveway with nothing but a backpack and a pair of 
football cleats. 
 
“Can I go?” Jeudy asked. 
 
“There’s no space,” Davis said. “Where are you going to sit?” 
 
“Here,” Jeudy replied, gesturing to the spot between the bucket seats. 
 
And so he did, rumbling across the nation’s highways sans seatbelt, then buckling opponents at each stop. 
There were separate groups for his age but Jeudy, a rising sophomore, kept quiet and joined his older 
friends, knowing college coaches would pay closer attention to them. “And when it was my turn, I went 
out and balled,” Jeudy says. 
 
His recruiting stock boomed from there, culminating in a flood of offers. But Davis enjoys telling this story 
for another reason: “He sat on the floor. That was when you really knew how great he wanted to be.” 
 
 



There were many such signs. Jeudy didn’t start playing football until seventh grade in Coral Springs; he 
was the youngest of three kids for most of his childhood, and his mother, Marie, feared for the safety of 
her skinny baby boy. “But one day she got tired of me asking,” Jerry says. A switch flipped. 
 
Soon Jeudy was joining Ridley and other neighborhood diehards every weekend, darting through cones 
at Sabal Pines Park, practicing routes in the thick sands of Pompano Beach. On weeknights he would plow 
through his homework then tear up the backyard grass with ladder drills until his self-imposed bedtime 
of 9 p.m. At Deerfield Beach he taxed the JUGS machine so hard that Glenn sent it away for a tuneup. 
 
As important as how much Jeudy worked, though, was how much he watched. “I was a highlight maniac,” 
he says. Whether he was hanging with friends or eating dinner with family, his face was always buried in 
some sort of screen, tumbling down rabbit holes of tape. “The only complaint teachers had—all of his 
work would be done, but he’d be watching YouTube and Hudl,” Glenn says. Shifty, smaller types were his 
favorites: Reggie Bush, Tavon Austin, viral Pop Warner star Cody Paul … “They were just exciting to watch, 
how they make people miss,” Jeudy says. “I was like, ‘I want to be that explosive. I want to be that 
elusive.’” 
 
He was a swift study. After only two years of youth football, during which his teams won a single game, 
Jeudy spent his freshman year hopping between Monarch High School’s JV and varsity squads, 
contributing at both receiver and defensive back. “One game I scored like three times on three catches,” 
he recalls. “I’m shaking people, making ‘em miss, getting touchdowns. I’m like, ‘Mmm...I’m pretty good.” 
It was enough to earn his first letter of interest, from Cincinnati. At first Jeudy was simply thrilled to get 
some flattering mail, though he didn’t understand why. When Ridley explained that the letter might lead 
to an offer, Jeudy replied, “What’s an offer?” 
 
Another switch flipped. “In middle school I knew I was going to play football, go to high school and then 
go find a 9-to-5,” Jeudy says now. “I knew college wasn’t an option. Don’t nobody got no money for no 
college. So I was like, ‘Damn, I don’t got to pay nothing?’ They were like, ‘Yeah, you’ve just got to keep 
balling.’ Ever since then, that’s all I was trying to do.” In his mind, making it was a way to provide a better 
life for his family. Especially Aaliyah. 
 
Years later, Jeudy would raise eyebrows at the NFL combine for wearing a Star of David necklace as a 
homonymic nod to his nickname, Jeu, even though, as he pointed out during his press availability, he 
doesn’t practice the religion. (“Don’t mean no disrespect to the Jewish people!” he tweeted later.) What 
everyone in Indianapolis failed to notice, though, was the girl whose picture occupied the symbol’s center. 
 
Born premature with severe health complications that limited her speech and mobility, his younger sister 
required around-the-clock care for her entire life. Sometimes, if the night nurse was running late, Jerry 
would come home from practice, help feed Aaliyah and suction mucus from the breathing tube in her 
trachea while still wearing his football gear. Or he would just sit by her bedside and nuzzle her nose to 
nose while her laugh filled the room. 
 
“When I took care of her, I used to think, ‘When I get to the league, I’m finna find these doctors to help 
her learn how to talk, how to walk, stuff like that,’” Jeudy says. “God had other plans.” 
 
Aaliyah, whom doctors once said wouldn’t live past her third birthday, died in hospice care in nearby 
Boynton Beach, surrounded by family, on Nov, 25, 2016. She was 7. At that time Jeudy was leading 
Deerfield Beach—to which he had transferred as a junior—to a 28–21 victory over Atlantic in the Class 8A 



state quarterfinals, ultimately his next-to-last high school game. Upon learning the news from his older 
brother, Terry, while walking off the field, he stopped in his tracks and cried. “I love you sis, you in a better 
place now,” Jeudy tweeted the next morning. “I swear I’m going to make it for you and mommy.” 
 
Now that he is almost there, headlining a receiver class that could challenge the 2014 OBJ/Adams/Mike 
Evans/Jarvis Landry bonanza as the deepest ever, Jeudy has big plans for Marie. A single mother who left 
Haiti for the U.S. at 14, knowing next to nothing about American football, she worked tirelessly at various 
jobs—making parachutes at an Army factory, serving as a nurse at an assisted living facility, selling 
blankets and jewelry out of her car around South Florida—so there was always food on her children’s 
plates, even if she went hungry. 
 
“My mom would never want us to see she’s struggling,” Jeudy says. “She’ll do everything in her power 
not to show that. But no matter what we want, she’ll do what it takes to go get it. That’s the reason I’m 
doing what I’m doing now.” And the reason why he has already picked out what he’ll buy Marie as the 
first purchase of his rookie contract: a white Range Rover, her dream ride. 
 
“There’s so much more out there in life you can do, but that’s one of the main goals,” Jeudy says. “Buy 
my mom a car, buy her a crib, tell her she gotta work no more … that’s going to be one of the best feelings 
ever. I can feel it coming.” 
 
* * * 
 
Why won’t Jerry speak? 
 
That was the curiosity buzzing through the Crimson Tide’s receivers room in September 2017, a few days 
before the fourth game of what would become a national championship season. A true freshman, Jeudy 
had already earned a reputation for being reserved since arriving on campus. “Mysterious,” cornerback 
Patrick Surtain says. “That’s the word.” Even by those standards, though, this week was different. 
“Everybody tried to talk to him,” remembers receiver Henry Ruggs, another projected 2020 first-round 
pick, “but he wouldn’t say nothing at all.” 
 
The truth was that Jeudy had sworn himself to silence in frustration over his limited role in Alabama’s 
offense, having caught only one pass, for eight yards. “I just said to myself, ‘Don’t say a word. Just outwork 
everybody,’” he says. “Coach [Nick Saban] came up to me, asked me why I was being so quiet. I was like, 
‘Nothing. I’m just working.’” While curious to his teammates, the approach brought immediate results. 
“He was at a different speed in practice,” Ruggs says. “A speed that we’d never seen before. He was just 
killing it.” That Saturday at Vanderbilt, Jeudy recorded a season-high three receptions for 68 yards and his 
first touchdown. 
 
The only five-star wideout in the nation’s top-ranked recruiting class of 2017, according to 247Sports, 
Jeudy expected to immediately follow in the rapid-fire footsteps of ace Alabama route-runners like Julio 
Jones and Cooper, whose highlights he had studied for years. And perhaps he would have struggled more 
with waiting his turn if the person directly ahead in line hadn’t been a close friend who was constantly 
reminding him to stay ready. “Don’t worry,” Ridley, then a junior, would say. “When I get up out of here, 
it’s going to be you.” 
 
Jeudy first gravitated to Ridley on that minivan ride, bonding over their shared passion for the receiving 
craft. When Ridley went off to Tuscaloosa, Jeudy often drove from Coral Springs to visit on the weekends; 



instead of partying or playing video games, they would head to the practice bubble and lay down ladders. 
“He taught me a lot,” Jeudy says of Ridley. “How to get open, when to use certain routes, how to never 
let anything distract you from your goal.” 
 
Even so, as the Tide’s passing game funneled almost exclusively through Ridley in 2017—his 63 catches 
and 967 yards nearly quadrupled the next closest teammate’s numbers—Jeudy had to adapt to playing in 
his mentor’s shadow. “I’d be in a meeting, and I’d have to deal with Coach Saban on my butt about Jerry’s 
effort on the run game and his effort on the play without getting the ball,” says Mike Locksley then 
Alabama’s receivers coach and co-offensive coordinator. “Everybody knew what he was capable of doing 
as a route-runner. [But] he was probably a little more one-dimensional then.” 
 
This led Locksley to draw up a contract in which Jeudy promised to never give less than max effort, no 
matter the play call, “and then if he did that, he’d be rewarded,” the coach says. Both parties signed the 
document, and Locksley hung it in his office, summoning Jeudy and pointing to it whenever the latter’s 
effort on inside runs waned. Sure enough, once Ridley left for the NFL, Jeudy led the SEC with 14 
touchdowns as a sophomore, set a single-season Alabama record with 19.3 yards per catch and became 
its second Biletnikoff winner after Cooper. 
 
Down in Crimson Tide country, the succession line of star receivers can feel biblical: Julio begat Amari, 
who begat Calvin, who begat Jerry. ... “When you step on the field, you’re playing for all those guys,” 
Ridley says. But the phenomenon is relatively recent; until Jones went sixth to Atlanta in 2011, Alabama 
hadn’t produced a first-round wideout since 1968 (Dennis Homan, Chiefs). Now it can’t stop. This season, 
though the team failed to reach a fifth straight CFP title game, Jeudy, Ruggs, leading receiver Devonta 
Smith (1,256 yards) and speedster Jaylen Waddle shined as a four-headed Hydra of no-doubt NFL talent. 
 
So synchronized was the quartet that they freely switched assignments after the huddle broke, whether 
in pursuit of a primo route—like when Jeudy bested Smith in presnap rock-paper-scissors during a 49–7 
win over Southern Miss (though the pass ended up going to Waddle)—or to help a teammate by 
embracing what they dubbed less desirable “brotherhood routes,” Jeudy says. “Maybe someone didn’t 
really get that many catches, or he’s having a good game and we can get him another touch. I’ll take the 
brotherhood route, and you get this.” 
 
As Ridley foretold, Jeudy was the standard-bearer for the 2019 unit. “He’s the leader who doesn’t get 
noticed,” Ruggs says. The guy who tutored Ruggs in fine-tuning his releases and breaks; who always stayed 
late after practice to tax another JUGS machine; who would report to the facility on Sunday mornings, the 
team’s day off, and run routes by himself. 
 
The leader who saved his best act for last. Few would have faulted Jeudy if he’d wanted to safeguard his 
draft stock by joining Tide linebacker Terrell Lewis and cornerback Trevon Diggs (Stefon’s brother) in 
sitting out the Citrus Bowl. His regular season wasn’t quite worthy of another Biletnikoff finalist spot (his 
stats were down in part because of a mere five fourth-quarter catches due to Alabama blowouts), but his 
name was already stamped all over the Tuscaloosa record books. 
 
Instead, Jeudy suited up, torched the Michigan secondary for an 85-yard touchdown from Mac Jones on 
the opening snap and earned MVP honors in a 35–16 win. As he had told his sister Diane when she asked 
whether he would play: “Is that even a question?” 
 
* * * 



After declaring for the draft Jeudy moved to Dallas to train at an NFL prospect camp run by Michael 
Johnson Performance and its eponymous founder, the Olympic sprinting legend. Early on, a group of track 
athletes, including 100-meter gold medalist Justin Gatlin, swung by the center for a workout. Using a high-
speed camera and a program called Dartfish, the MJP team captured footage of Gatlin and compared his 
kinematics—factors like stride posture and arm alignment—to Jeudy’s. Frame by frame, they were almost 
identical. 
 
“It tells us that he has the potential to run extremely fast,” MJP director of high performance Bryan McCall 
says of Jeudy. “That doesn’t mean he’ll be able to run as fast as Justin Gatlin, but he gets to some of the 
same shapes and forms.” 
 
Want to know how Jerry Jeudys? Start with his posture. Unlike taller, stiffer runners, Jeudy sprints with 
his upper body bent toward the ground—“It makes a number 7 sign,” McCall says—and spends little time 
in the air mid-stride. “He has a unique ability to be comfortable in those low positions,” says McCall. 
 
Jeudy might never be a jump ball specialist at 6’1”, but his flexible hips and ankles create change-of-
direction ability that helps him gain separation to avoid contested-catch situations. In particular, Jeudy 
loves shaking press coverage with a “slide release,” where he shuffles outside, sells a fade and waits for 
the DB to open up before darting underneath. “He’s able to stick one foot in the ground and make a deadly 
move with no waste of motion,” says MJP receivers coach David Robinson, whose everyday clients include 
Dez Bryant. “You don’t find that too much.” 
 
“I just know that if I tried that, I would break a bone,” says Oregon coach and former Alabama assistant 
Mario Cristobal. 
 
Adds Locksley, “He’s got a jellyfish body makeup.” 
 
Jeudy credits yoga for loosening his muscles and his natural pigeon-toed posture for his ability to change 
direction. “My legs are weird,” Jeudy says, which explains why teammates and trainers alike marvel at 
how he can plant so hard, so fast, and not shred an ACL. “People [tell me] I got no ligaments in my knee, 
but I don’t know what y’all be seeing. I’m just out there doing what I do, trying not to get tackled.” 
 
Whether he can shake NFL defenders is one big question facing teams on April 23, the first night of the 
draft, and the day before Jeudy turns 21. “He has a habit, being open so much, toward the top of his 
routes, where he can chill and relax,” Robinson says. “Now he’s going to have to really focus on finishing 
his routes.” The F word surfaced again when Robinson watched Jeudy’s film and noted several “focus 
drops,” where Jeudy turned upfield but forgot the ball. But these are easily fixable issues for someone as 
obsessed with details as Jeudy. 
 
A week into his time at MJP he “stunned” McCall by asking for the optimal body angle while running at 
top speed. (It’s 10 degrees.) He similarly caught Robinson off-guard with one late-night text about an 
upcoming film session: Coach, don’t forget to bring the wide receiver coverage package tomorrow. “Guys 
who are high profile, you think they’re prima donnas, don’t really like to work, but he loves the film room,” 
Robinson says. “The scouts are going to be impressed with his IQ, how well he knows coverages.” 
 
Jeudy isn’t worried about his game translating from the SEC to the NFL. Asked what will be his biggest 
adjustment entering the pros, he shrugs and says, “I don’t know, I feel like it’s going to be a lot easier 
[than college]. The only thing I’ve got to focus on is football.” 



He is relaxing in a lounge chair at Miami Beach Convention Center, three days before Super Bowl LIV. A 
gold chain with a glittering silver pendant of his initials and college number—JJ4—dangles outside a 
colorful dress shirt. The Star of David necklace with Aaliyah’s picture hovers over his heart. 
 
Aside from a brief snack break at 10 a.m.-—two bags of nacho Doritos and a plate of chicken wings; 
imagine what happens when his nutrition tightens up—it has been a whirlwind morning. On top of a car 
wash of radio and TV hits, Jeudy has been fielding a steady stream of attention from fellow receivers in 
town for the big game. On the convention center escalator, Cris Carter tells Jeudy that he’s the best route-
running prospect since Cooper. (“Knowing Cris Carter and who he is,” Jeudy says later, “that’s amazing.”) 
Jerry Rice entertains his questions about how to stay fresh during the grind of an NFL season, and how 
Rice kept going for 20 seasons. Michael Irvin asks to exchange phone numbers and tells him to reach out. 
 
“Keep doing your thing,” Irvin says. 
 
No matter what happens next, part of Jeudy’s legacy has already been written back home in Broward, less 
than an hour’s drive away. He remains a constant presence at Deerfield Beach, texting players about 
keeping their grades up, swinging by practice whenever he’s in town. He has even called Glenn at halftime 
of games, asked to speak with a struggling receiver in the locker room, and offered a pep talk over the 
phone. “That’s one of the best coaches in the country,” Glenn says. “We can tell the kids something until 
we’re blue in the face, but if they hear it from him, it’s golden.” 
 
After all, everyone wants to Jeudy like Jerry—even if no one else truly can. 

  



Denver Broncos select WR Jerry Jeudy with No. 15  
By Grant Gordon  
NFL.com 
April 23, 2020 
 
As the 2020 NFL Draft class of wide receivers was so highly touted leading up to Thursday, many saw 
Alabama product Jerry Jeudy as the best of the bunch. 
 
Fortunately for the the Denver Broncos, he wasn't the first wideout taken and they promptly grabbed 
him, selecting Jeudy with the 15th overall pick in the draft. 
 
On the night, he was the second Alabama receiver to be drafted and the second to go to an AFC West 
squad, as he followed former teammate and speedster Henry Ruggs, who went to the Las Vegas Raiders 
at No. 12. 
 
While Ruggs was highly regarded for his speed, Jeudy's outstanding route-running and fundamentals. He 
emerges from 'Bama with a winning pedigree and back-to-back seasons in which he had greater than 65 
catches, better than 1,100 yards and double-digit touchdowns. 
 
Now Jeudy will look to become an asset to burgeoning Broncos quarterback Drew Lock as he joins a 
Denver receiving corps led by Courtland Sutton and complimented by tight end Noah Fant -- last year's 
first-round choice. 
  



Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy declares for NFL draft  
By Adam Maya  
NFL.com 
April 23, 2020 
 
About 12 months ago, Jerry Jeudy was recognized as college football's top receiver. He could receive 
similar validation from the NFL in about three months. 
 
The Alabama wide receiver announced his intentions Saturday to enter the 2020 NFL Draft. Jeudy is widely 
considered a top-10 pick after three decorated seasons in Tuscaloosa. The explosive wideout won the 
Biletnikoff Award as a sophomore. He closed out his college career with perhaps his best individual effort. 
 
In Wednesday's Citrus Bowl against Michigan, Jeudy tallied six receptions for 204 yards and a touchdown. 
That gave him a second consecutive 1,100-yard campaign and brought his career yards per catch to 17.2. 
 
The 6-foot-1, 192-pound Jeudy was a two-time first-team All-SEC selection. The question now is how high 
he'll be selected in the draft. Amari Cooper is Alabama's highest-drafted receiver at No. 4 overall in 2015, 
while Julio Jones went No. 6 in 2011. 
 
 

  



Broncos get Jerry Jeudy at No. 15  
By Michael David Smith  
Pro Football Talk 
April 23, 2020 
 
John Elway has just given Drew Lock a new weapon. 
 
With the 15th overall pick in the 2020 NFL draft, the Broncos selected Jerry Jeudy, a wide receiver from 
Alabama. 
 
Jeudy was the second wide receiver drafted — and the second wide receiver from Alabama drafted. His 
college teammate Henry Ruggs went to the division rival Raiders with the 12th overall pick. 
 
At Alabama, Jeudy was the No. 1 wide receiver in the offense, and typically got more balls thrown his way 
than Ruggs. Now he will try to show that Denver got a better rookie receiver from Alabama than its division 
rival. 
  



Nick Saban: Jerry Jeudy has “absolutely nothing” wrong 
with him  
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
April 23, 2020 
 
Alabama head coach Nick Saban has told NFL teams they will regret passing on a chance to draft 
quarterback Tua Tagovailoa because they’re concerned about his injury history and he’s sending a similar 
message about another of his star players before the first round starts on Thursday night. 
 
Wide receiver Jerry Jeudy tore the meniscus in his left knee in the spring of 2018 and his surgeon sent a 
letter to teams this month saying that the wideout had no “subsequent issue, symptoms or limitations” 
as a result of the injury. Saban was equally emphatic in his declaration that all is well with Jeudy. 
 
“Well, first of all, Jerry Jeudy has nothing wrong with him,” Saban said on SiriusXM NFL Radio. “Absolutely 
nothing. He never missed practice here. He played in every game. Played in a bowl game when he didn’t 
have to play. Practiced every day for the bowl game. So that’s completely false.” 
 
Jeudy joins Henry Ruggs as Alabama wideouts expected to be drafted in a first round that should have a 
Crimson Tide-tint to it beyond those two players. Tagovailoa, tackle Jedrick Wills, cornerback Trevon Diggs 
and safety Xavier McKinney are others who could wind up with NFL teams before Thursday comes to an 
end. 
  



Doctor tells teams Jerry Jeudy’s knee is sound  
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
April 23, 2020 
 
There weren’t a lot of in-person visits between teams and players before the NFL’s offseason went totally 
virtual and that’s left some questions about the health of draft prospects hanging in the air during the 
pre-draft process. 
 
One of those questions had to do with former Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy. Ian Rapoport of NFL 
Media reports that a couple of teams expressed concern about Jeudy’s left knee after his Combine 
checkup. 
 
Jeudy tore the meniscus in that knee in 2018 and his surgeon E. Lyle Cain recently sent a letter to NFL 
teams concerning Jeudy’s condition. Dr. Cain wrote that Jeudy has had no “subsequent issue, symptoms 
or limitations” with his knee and noted his play during the last two seasons. Cain added that he expects 
Jeudy to “progress through his career without any subsequent difficulties.” 
 
Jeudy is generally considered one of the top wideout prospects in this year’s draft along with college 
teammate Henry Ruggs, CeeDee Lamb and Justin Jefferson. 
  



Broncos Select Alabama Wide Receiver Jerry Jeudy 
By Romi Bean 
CBS Sports 
April 23, 2020 
 
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (CBS4)– With the 15th pick in the 2020 NFL Draft, the Denver Broncos select Jerry 
Jeudy, wide receiver, Alabama. 
 
Jeudy was a consensus first-team All-American and first-team All-SEC his sophomore season in 2018. He 
won the Fred Biletnikoff Award as the nation’s best wide receiver that season. His 14 receiving 
touchdowns led the conference. 
 
Jeudy is the second Alabama receiver drafted in the first round. Jeudy’s college teammate Henry Ruggs III 
will now be his division rival. The Las Vegas Raiders selected Ruggs with the 12th overall pick. 
 
The Broncos have nine picks remaining, including four in tomorrow’s Rounds 2 and 3. 
 


