
North Dakota State defensive end Derrek Tuszka 
selected by Denver Broncos in seventh round with 
team’s final pick of NFL draft 
By Kyle Newman 
The Denver Post 
April 25, 2020 
 
With the penultimate pick of the 2020 NFL draft, the Broncos selected Derrek Tuszka in the seventh round 
at No. 254 overall. 
 
The last of the Broncos’ 10 picks this year gave them added depth at defensive end, where Tuszka is 
projected as a reserve. 
 
Tuszka was a three-year starter at North Dakota State, and the Warner, S.D., native capped his college 
career by being named first-team All-American and the Missouri Valley Football Conference defensive 
player of the year in 2019. He played 15 games each of the past three seasons. 
 
“I think the (East-West Shrine Bowl) had a huge role in me being drafted,” Tuszka said. “It showed that I 
could compete at a higher level, and it showed how valuable I can be on special teams. Between that, and 
a perfect season and then having a great combine, it all helped to get to this point.” 
 
At 6-foot-5, 246 pounds, Tuszka had 73 tackles and 29.5 sacks in his college career. He’s the second 
defensive lineman drafted by the Broncos this year, after Arkansas’ McTelvin Agim was taken in the third 
round at No. 95 overall. 
 
Tuszka trained with Broncos strength and conditioning coach Loren Landow for the NFL combine, and said 
he “fell in love with Denver” during that time. He was going to be getting multiple free agent offers before 
the Broncos, with whom he was having conversations, drafted him at the last minute. 
 
“With the number of free agent offers I was having, they found it was in their best interest to take me,” 
he said. 
 
Derrek Tuszka 
 
Round/pick: Seventh/254th overall 
 
Position: Defensive end/outside linebacker 
 
Height/weight: 6-4/251 
 
College: North Dakota State 
 
Hometown: Warner, S.D. 
 



Notable: Played in 53 games (34 starts) for the Bison, totaling 29 1/ 2 sacks, 42 tackles for lost yardage 
and 133 total tackles. … Had 13 1/2 sacks as a fifth-year senior in 2019 to earn first-team All-America and 
Missouri Valley Football Conference Defensive Player of the Year honors. … Ran the 40-yard dash in 4.79 
seconds at the combine. 
 
 

  



9 fast facts to know about Broncos' five draft picks from 
Day 3 of NFL Draft 
By Will Petersen 
KUSA 
April 25, 2020 
 
Day three of the NFL Draft might not posses the star power of the first two days, but that doesn't mean a 
good GM can't find future starters.  
 
John Elway set out to do that for the Denver Broncos on Saturday morning, selecting five more players 
throughout the day to round out his 2020 draft class. 
 
Elway picked tight end Albert Okwuegbunam (Missouri), outside linebacker Justin Strnad (Wake Forest), 
guard Netane Muti (Fresno State), wide receiver Tyrie Cleveland (Florida) and defensive end Derrek Tuszka 
(North Dakota State). 
 
So what do we know about these guys? Here are 9 fast facts about the newest members of the Broncos. 
 
1. Okwuegbunam chose Missouri over offers from Cincinnati, Indiana, Iowa, Iowa State, Michigan State, 
Minnesota, Nebraska, Nevada, Toledo and West Virginia.  
 
2. Strnad was an honorable mention All-ACC pick as a junior and led the team with 105 total tackles that 
season. 
 
3. Muti was born in the Polynesian sovereign state, Tonga, in the South Pacific. 
 
4. Cleveland played in the 2016 Under Armour All-America Game in Orlando after catching 14 touchdowns 
his senior season in high school. 
 
5. Tuszka was a First team All-American, Missouri Valley Football Conference Defensive Player of the Year 
and a finalist for the Buck Buchanan Award as a senior in 2019 at North Dakota State. 
 
6. Okwuegbunam finished his Mizzou career with 23 touchdowns in just 33 games, good for second-most 
in school history among tight ends.  
 
7. Strnad was elected a captain for Wake Forest in 2019, continuing the Broncos stretch of three straight 
drafts selecting at least one former team captain. 
 
8. Muti played in just two games in his sophomore season (2018) before suffering a season ending injury 
and three games in his junior season (2019) before another injury ended his year early. 
 
9. Cleveland finished his career at Florida with 1,271 receiving yards on 79 catches and eight touchdowns. 
 
 
 



Denver Broncos' 2020 NFL draft analysis for every pick 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN  
April 25, 2020 
 
The 2020 NFL draft is in the books, and the Denver Broncos' draft class is complete. 
 
The draft, which had been scheduled to take place in Las Vegas, was successfully completed virtually from 
the homes of coaches, general managers and other front-office staff because of the coronavirus 
pandemic. 
 
Here's a pick-by-pick look at how each player the Broncos have selected will fit. 
 
Round 1, No. 15 overall: Jerry Jeudy, WR, Alabama 
My take: The Broncos were patient, even after the San Francisco 49ers and Tampa Bay Buccaneers made 
a trade just in front of them, and ended up with the player many teams believed was the best wide 
receiver on the board. Jeudy will play immediately for the Broncos -- and a lot. His ability to line up all 
over the formation made him the perfect intersection between the biggest need on the depth chart and 
the best player on the board when the Broncos' turn arrived. 
 
Big-play potential: Jeudy averaged 17.2 yards per catch during his career at Alabama, placing him behind 
only NFL Hall of Famer Ozzie Newsome at the school. Jeudy had a touchdown reception every 16.6 catches 
over the past two seasons on an offense that also featured Henry Ruggs III -- picked No. 12 by the Las 
Vegas Raiders. Receiver was a huge need for the Broncos, who finished tied for 17th last season in pass 
plays of at least 30 yards. Courtland Sutton was the team's leading receiver last season, but Emmanuel 
Sanders finished second among the team's receivers in catches (30) and didn't play for the team after 
October. 
 
Star of David: Jeudy, who said he is called "Jeu" by his friends as a way of shortening his last name, wore 
a Star of David necklace this past season and at the NFL combine, even though he is not Jewish. He 
apologized, via social media, at the combine when he was informed that some thought it was offensive. 
 
Round 2, No. 46 overall: KJ Hamler, WR, Penn State 
My take: Hamler didn't run at the scouting combine, but it didn't matter as he was considered one of the 
fastest players in the draft. He provides big-play pop -- he had a 14-game stretch with at least one 
reception of at least 20 yards -- and he is a quality kick returner. He averaged 16.9 yards per catch in his 
college career and flashed potential as a returner. He will have to clean up some drops -- he had nine last 
season -- but his explosiveness is needed in the Broncos' offense, which tied for 17th in the league in pass 
plays of at least 30 yards last season. 
 
Round 3, No. 77 overall: Michael Ojemudia, CB, Iowa 
 
My take: It is a draft tradition that big cornerbacks always move up the board during the draft weekend. 
And while many teams had a Day 3 grade on Ojemudia heading into the draft, the Broncos went for the 
6-foot-5/8, 200-pound Ojemudia, who ran 4.45 in the 40 at the scouting combine. At the moment, he is 
more potential over production. Though he did flash top-flight skills in some games this season, he didn't 



have the overall consistency as some others at the position. This is clearly a player whom the Broncos see 
has speed and size that they believe they can mold into a more consistent performer. 
 
Round 3, No. 83 overall: Lloyd Cushenberry III, C, LSU 
My take: The Broncos' patience was rewarded as many considered Cushenberry to have second-round 
value. He started the last 28 games of his career for the Tigers and scouts certainly got to see him in a pro-
style offense as LSU played a difficult schedule and did nothing but pile up points and yards as quarterback 
Joe Burrow had a historical year. Scouts had plenty of game video with five-man protections against extra 
rushers. He plays with great awareness, and with an arm span of more than 84 inches, he had the biggest 
reach of any interior offensive lineman at the scouting combine. A smart and tough lineman who can make 
quality pre-snap reads, Cushenberry should compete to be the starter immediately. 
 
Round 3, No. 95 overall: McTelvin Agim, DT, Arkansas 
My take: This is a player who has made the most of the last four months to move up draft boards. He 
started games at both defensive end and defensive tackle for the Razorbacks and the game video 
consistently showed him making plays up the field despite opposing offensive linemen consistently 
moving protections toward him. Agim showed his explosiveness at the combine when he ran a 4.98 40-
yard dash. He fits Vic Fangio's scheme and should see time at defensive end in the 3-4 scheme. He also is 
physical enough to move into a defensive tackle look in some of their rush packages in the nickel and 
dime. He is exactly the kind of player Broncos defensive line coach Bill Kollar can turn into a highly 
productive addition. 
 
What’s next: The Broncos are scheduled to have five picks on Day 3 -- one in the fourth (No. 118), one in 
the fifth (No. 178), one in the sixth (No. 181) and two at the end of the seventh (Nos. 252 and 254). They 
still need to look at cornerback, as well as a developmental tackle. Finding a quarterback wouldn't be a 
bad addition either. Also, the deepest class of wide receivers in years will provide the potential best player 
on the board at any of those picks. 
 
Round 4, No. 118 overall: Albert Okwuegbunam, TE, Missouri 
My take: It's clear the Broncos have plans to use the tight end plenty in coach Pat Shurmur's offense given 
they signed Nick Vannett in free agency and have now used a fourth-round pick on Okwuegbunam. He is 
certainly a potential-over-production type player at this point, but his speed is rare -- he ran a 4.49 40-
yard dash at the scouting combine at 258 pounds. His routes are raw and need some polish, but when he 
does separate, he is a problem for defenders. He is a red zone factor as well, as he led the Tigers with six 
touchdown receptions in 2019. That means for Okwuegbunam's career, he had 23 touchdown catches in 
his 98 receptions or a TD for every 4.3 catches in three seasons at Missouri. He has missed time in both 
the 2018 and 2019 seasons with some shoulder issues, but the Broncos weren't concerned enough to wait 
any longer to pick him. 
 
Round 5, No. 178 overall: Justin Strnad, LB, Wake Forest 
My take: Strnad was considered one of the best potential special-teams players on the board by some in 
the league. He's coming off a season at Wake where he led the team both in interceptions and special-
teams tackles. His timed speed was only average among the linebackers at the combine -- he ran a 4.74 
in the 40 -- but his play speed is easy to see on video. He gets the right drops in zone coverage when asked 
and attacks the line of scrimmage to chase down run plays outside of the tackles. He did have biceps 
surgery in October, but still finished with 69 tackles, two sacks and an interception in his eight games. 
 
Round 6, No. 181 overall: Netane Muti, OG, Fresno State 



My take: He is an athletic prospect who saw his pre-draft stock dip a bit because of injuries -- Achilles 
(twice) and foot -- that caused him to miss time in three of his seasons with the Bulldogs. As a result, he 
played in just 19 games overall and the lack of on-site visits and post-combine medical rechecks provided 
fewer chances for players with injury histories to give teams another look. He's a power-first player who 
shows flashes when he simply overpowers defenders in the run game by driving people off the ball. He 
flashes quality handwork in pass protection as well. He isn't the classic pulling guard, but in tight he's a 
powerful presence. 
 
Round 7, No. 252 overall: Tyrie Cleveland, WR, Florida 
My take: Cleveland has good size (6-foot-2 3/8, 209 pounds) and ran a 4.46 40 at the scouting combine. 
So he has the traits the Broncos were searching for in this draft, especially the top-end speed. But he's an 
unfinished product given he was a reserve for most of his career with the Gators. He finished this past 
season with just 25 receptions and a touchdown. His routes need some polish, especially as he comes in 
and out of his breaks, but there is potential here if the Broncos can smooth some of the rough edges. And 
he played special teams well with the Gators. 
 
Round 7, No. 254 overall: Derrek Tuszka, OLB, North Dakota State 
My take: He dominated at the FCS level with 31 tackles for loss and 21 sacks in the last two seasons 
combined. He was a three-year starter on a team that won three consecutive national championships. 
Tuszka has potential as a spot pass-rusher from the outset given his ability to keep pressing the issue after 
the snap with good hand placement and plenty of effort. He isn't quite as quick as some of the edge 
rushers taken ahead of him in this draft, but his play speed and effort plays make him a quality addition 
with the Broncos' final pick of the draft. Tuszka could quickly carve out value on special teams as well. 

 
  



Broncos snare TE Albert Okwuegbunam in fourth round 
By Troy Renck 
KMGH  
April 24, 2020 
 
The Broncos committed to Drew Lock this offseason. The next step? Fueling his improvement. 
 
They had a plan in the draft, adding nitromethane to the passing attack. 
 
The Broncos opened the final day of the selection process Saturday by taking Missouri tight end Albert 
Okwuegbunam with the 118th pick overall in the fourth round. They added Wake Forest linebacker Justin 
Strnad in the fifth round with the 178th pick overall. With the 181st pick, the Broncos selected Fresno 
State guard Netane Muti. Muti was projected as a second-day selection in some mocks, but injury 
concerns dropped him in the draft. 
 
Okwuegbunam played most of his college career with Lock and brings track speed to the table. He ran one 
of the fastest 40 times by a tight end in 20 years at the combine, clocking a 4.49. Redline speed has been 
the defining trait of the Broncos' offensive picks. They added burners Jerry Jeudy and K.J. Hamler in the 
first two rounds, a direct response to the Kansas City Chiefs beating them nine straight times, including 
outscoring them 53-9 last season. 
 
Okwuegbunam credited Lock for helping him with the Tigers, saying "he made it easy." 
 
"We had good chemistry. Off the field we were brothers. That translated on the field. I felt a lot of times 
in tough situations that he knew he always had an open throw in me," Okwuegbunam said. "I just feel all 
across the board that chemistry is there." 
 
Lock tweeted after the pick. "MIZ! Welcome to Denver Big Boi!" 
 
Okwuegbunam finished his college career with 98 receptions for 1,187 yards and 23 touchdowns. In Lock's 
last season at Missouri in 2018, Okwuegbunam caught 43 passes for 466 yards and six scores. 
 
"Albert has a great combination of size and speed, can block & recover. He had a great year with Drew in 
‘18 as an added bonus!" general manager John Elway said. 
 
His ability to stretch the field could create another weapon in the passing game that has been overhauled 
this offseason. 
 
"You can put a strain on the corners and safeties. They can't favor one side of the field. We can hit them 
everywhere," said Okwuegbunam. "The ability to spread us all out creates mismatches, especially with 
the tight ends. We are going to be too fast for a linebacker and too big for a DB. I think it's going to be a 
great thing happening and I can't wait to be part of it." 
 
Okwuegbunam joins Noah Fant on the team. Fant set Broncos rookie records for a tight end with 40 
catches and 562 yards. 
 



Strnad brings an interesting skillset. He's built like a linebacker but brings safety-type quickness at 6-foot-
3, 238 pounds. Strnad projects as player with a high upside who could help on special teams and in 
coverage in different defensive packages. 
 
"I do think my best football is ahead of me," Strnad said. "I played all special teams my first two years of 
college so I believe I can help there right away if they need me." 
 
Added Elway, "Justin is a smart player with good cover skills. And he also has solid range and movement 
in space!" 
 
Muti, who once played the snare drum and tuba in high school, was ranked as Pro Football Focus' top-
rated offensive guard in this draft. Injuries were a major issue for the 6-foot-3, 315-pounder, complicated 
by teams not being able to give more medical intel when all visits were shut down. He only played 19 
games in four years, missing time because of a ruptured Achilles and, most recently, a lisfranc foot issue. 
 
"I think I was the best guard in this class. I feel like they got a steal. I can’t wait to be part of the family and 
help us win games," Muti said. 
 
His strength is impressive. His 44 reps of 225 pounds at the combine was the most in eight years. 
 
"Netane is a powerful run blocker and a strong anchor vs bullrushers as well," Elway said. 
 
In the seventh round, the Broncos selected Florida receiver Tyrie Cleveland with the 252nd pick. He is 6-
foot-2, 209 with good speed with a 4.46 40. With their final pick, the Broncos chose defensive end Derek 
Tuszka from North Dakota State. He trained at Landow Performance this offseason. 
 
Denver's haul the first three days with round listed:  
1. WR Jerry Jeudy  
2. WR K.J. Hamler  
3. CB Michael Ojemudia  
3. C Lloyd Cushenberry 
3. DL McTelvin Agim 
4. TE Albert Okwuegbunam 
5. OLB Justin Strnad 
6. OG Netane Muti  
7. WR Tyrie Cleveland 
7. DE Derrek Tuszka  
 

  



Broncos select OLB Derrek Tuszka with 254th-overall pick 
By Aric DiLalla 
DenverBroncos.com 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos added to their defense with their final selection of the draft as they chose North Dakota State 
outside linebacker Derrek Tuszka. 
 
Tuszka was an FCS first-team All-American in 2019 as well as the Missouri Valley Football Conference's 
Defensive Player of the Year. 
 
During his final year, he recorded 48 tackles, 19 tackles for loss 13.5 sacks, one forced fumble and five 
passes defensed. 
 
"I take pride in my whole play, just how hard I play," Tuszka said Saturday. "I don't take any plays off. I'm 
always trying to be a factor wherever the ball is at. Wherever I'm at on the field, there isn't a play that in 
my mind I can't be a factor on. That's what I really take pride in." 
 
In his four-year career, he started 34 of the 53 games in which he appeared and recorded 133 tackles, 42 
tackles for loss, 29.5 sacks, three forced fumbles and six passes defensed. 
 
 
  



Broncos' Derrek Tuszka: Goes to Denver  
By Staff 
CBS Sports 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos selected Tuszka in the seventh round of the 2020 NFL Draft, 254th overall. 
 
The Missouri Valley Football Conference Defensive Player of the Year as a senior at North Dakota State, 
Tuszka has been a productive pass rusher for the majority of his collegiate career, although it's fair to say 
he's done it against inferior competition compared to some of his drafted peers. He'll slot in behind a 
number of edge rushers on the Broncos. 

  



Derrek Tuszka NFL Draft 2020: Scouting Report for 
Denver Broncos' Pick  
By Matt Miller 
Bleacher Report 
April 25, 2020 
 
EDGE Derrek Tuszka, North Dakota State 
 
STRENGTHS 
 
—Awesome production at FCS power North Dakota State; posted 13.5 sacks in 2019. 
 
—Tested better than expected at the NFL Scouting Combine but closer to what you see on tape from his 
balance, flexibility and agility when turning the edge. 
 
—Savvy technique when it comes to using his hands to disengage from blockers and shows good instincts 
for what moves to utilize.  
 
—Gets around the corner and closes on the quarterback with good speed. 
 
—Dominated FCS-level competition thanks to natural athleticism and good coaching. 
 
WEAKNESSES 
 
—Lean frame (6'4", 251 lbs) and didn't turn heads with his first-step quickness or natural athleticism. 
 
—Arm length is well below average for an NFL pass-rusher at 31⅜" long. 
 
—Lacks NFL-level play power; didn't play as big as he measured at the combine. 
 
—Rigid player when asked to reset his rush plan; mechanical and robotic. 
 
—Played against a poor level of competition at NDSU and hasn't proved his ability against NFL-caliber 
tackles. 
 
—Not much force behind his push; beat up bad tackles with first step and technique. 
 
OVERALL 
 
It's easy to get caught up in the production and NFL-level technique when viewing Tuszka, but his lack of 
power and burst are major concerns when trying to project his game forward. He'll have to add weight 
and strength before we see him making an impact on an NFL game. 
 
GRADE: 58 
 
PRO COMPARISON: Andrew Van Ginkel/Michael Onuoha 



Derrek Tuszka chases NFL dream through unusual draft 
process  
By Sean Bower 
KeloLand.com 
April 23, 2020 
 
Warner native Derrek Tuszka hopes to hear his name called during the NFL Draft this week. The former 
North Dakota State great had to handle an unusual pre-draft process that was caused by the COVID-19 
pandemic. 
 
In his final season in Fargo, Derrek Tuszka won conference defensive player of the year, earned 1st team 
All-American honors, was a finalist for the national defensive player of the year, helping lead NDSU to its 
8th National Championship in 9 years. 
 
“All the teammates I’ve been fortunate enough to play with, that’s probably been the best part along with 
all the national championships,” Warner Native and Former NDSU Great Derrek Tuszka said. 
 
Following the season Tuszka was invited to the East/West Shrine Bowl, along with the NFL Combine, 
where each of the 32 teams were able to see him up close. 
 
“That’s what a lot of teams use that combine for, probably even more so than the numbers. It’s the players 
film, and then they go off the physicals from the combine,” Former NDSU Defensive End Derrek Tuszka 
said. 
 
When the COVID-19 pandemic struck, it canceled many team’s pro days, so for Tuszka, performing well 
at the combine became even more important. 
 
“So it changed from that kind of priority free agent to potentially a third, early third day draft pick so,” 
Tuszka said. 
 
Since the combine, Tuszka has been working out at home in Fargo, and without team visits, has been in 
regular contact with teams over the phone and online. 
 
“Usually they fly guys in to their facilities, they go through do a physical, put you through a workout and 
do that face to face. Well not able to do that, so they really just try to get that interview done over the 
phone, get that idea of the guy they’re talking to,” Tuszka said. 
 
Playing in the NFL was Tuszka’s childhood dream, and over the next three days, that dream will likely come 
true 
 
“I mean, I just took it one day at a time, one year at a time. I didn’t really look ahead back then, so all the 
hard work that I put in from the time I got to North Dakota State, it’s paying off for sure,” Tuszka said. 
 
Tuszka says he will stay in Fargo for the draft, and will be joined by just his parents and a couple other 
people. The NFL draft begins tomorrow night at 7:00 and continues until Saturday. 
  



Local college athletes look for spot in NFL Draft  
By Grant Sweeter 
KeloLand.com 
April 23, 2020 
 
The 2020 NFL Draft will be different than most years, as no one will be gathering due to the COVID-19 
pandemic. However, the draft will still go on as planned, with every team in a remote location. 
 
The NFL Draft starts on Thursday, April 23 and features a three-night event and a total of seven rounds. 
All of the draft can be seen on ABC, ESPN or NFL Network. KELOLAND Media Group will have online 
coverage as well as updated information on local players and teams. 
 
The state of South Dakota has 16 local athletes to keep an eye on this weekend that are either from South 
Dakota or have played for South Dakota colleges. 
 
Augustana University 
Player’s Name and Position Hometown Draft Projection 
Jake Lacina- Center  St. Paul, MN Late Round or PFA 
PFA- Projected Free Agent 
 
Augustana’s Jake Lacina was named the Rimington Award Winner for 2019, which is awarded to the 
nations top center. 
 
Lacina was also named First Team All-American by the AFCA. After his redshirt season, Lacina started every 
game over the next four seasons, which was a total of 45 games. Lacina helped pace an Augustana offense 
in 2019 that earned a spot in the Division 2 playoffs. 
 
Lacina is a projected late round draft pick or projected free agent. 
 
Derrek Tuszka- North Dakota State 
Player’s Name and Position Hometown Draft Projection 
Derrek Tuszka- Defensive End Warner, SD Mid to Late Round 
 
NDSU’s Derrek Tuszka is the biggest name to keep an eye on in South Dakota as this week’s NFL Draft gets 
closer. 
 
Tuszka was given a 5.81 prospect score by NFL.com. According to the website, the 5.8-5.9 score equals an 
NFL back-up level talent. 
 
ESPN’s Todd McShay has Tuszka as the 35th best defensive end in the draft, despite the fact that the 
former Bison has been in talks with some NFL teams. 
 
After a stellar performance in the NFL Combine, Tuszka has talked with the Chargers and Bengals. The 
Minnesota Vikings have always found local talent, and with the release of Everson Griffen, the Vikings 
could be in the market for a DE. 
 



Tuszka is a projected mid-late round pick. That means from the 3rd round on, Tuszka could be drafted. 
The main rounds to keep an eye on are rounds 4, 5 and 6. Those rounds start on Saturday at 11:00 a.m. 
CT. 
 
South Dakota State University 
Player’s Name and Position  Hometown  Draft Projection 
Mikey Daniel- Full back   Brookings, SD  Round 6/7 or PFA 
Christian Rozeboom- Linebacker Sioux Center, IA  Round 7 or PFA 
Chase Vinatieri- Kicker   Sioux Falls, SD  Round 6/7 or PFA 
Adam Anderson- Wide Receiver  Orlando, FL  PFA 
Luke Sellers- Full back   Papillion, NE  PFA 
Brady Hale- Punter   Yankton, SD  PFA 
Brandon Snyder- Safety   Larchwood, IA  PFA 
Evan Greeneway- Offensive Line Yankton, SD  PFA 
Ryan Earith- Defensive End  Papillion, NE  PFA 
 
PFA- Projected Free Agent 
 
SDSU’s Mikey Daniel has made the transition from running back to full back. Daniel is one of the top full 
back’s in this year’s NFL Draft, however the demand for full backs is low. 
 
Despite being highly ranked at the position, Daniel is a projected sixth or seventh round pick or possibly a 
projected free agent. 
 
Christian Rozeboom has been on many NFL team’s radars over the past couple of seasons. The talented 
linebacker is a late round draft pick or a projected free agent. 
 
SDSU’s Chase Vinatieri, nephew of NFL great Adam Vinatieri, is another Jackrabbit hoping to be selected 
this weekend. 
 
Vinatieri was ranked the fifth best kicker in this year’s draft according to ESPN’s Todd McShay, despite 
Vinatieri’s 2019 struggles. 
 
Vinatieri made nearly 74% of his field goals in his first three seasons, but Vinatieri saw a set back in 2019 
when he went just 9 for 18 for 50%. 
 
Despite these struggles, New England Patriot’s coach Bill Belichick has shown some interest in Vinatieri as 
the answer to New England’s kicking troubles. 
 
Univesity of South Dakota 
Player’s Name and Position  Hometown  Draft Projection 
Kameron Cline- Defensive Tackle San Diego, CA  PFA 
Austin Simmons- Quarterback  Council Bluffs, IA PFA 
Darin Greenfield- Defensive End  Sheldon, IA  PFA 
 
PFA- Projected Free Agent 



The Coyotes have three talented players that could find their way to the NFL. However, this year’s draft 
has a lot of depth at the three positions that the Coyote players play (QB, DT, DE) meaning a pick in this 
year’s NFL Draft could be difficult. 
 
University of Sioux Falls 
Player’s Name and Position Hometown Draft Projection 
Nolan Kern- Offensive Guard Eau Claire, WI Late Round/PFA 
Parker Gregston- Cornerback Arvada, CO PFA 
Logan Dykstra- Defensive End Hull, IA PFA 
PFA- Projected Free Agent 

  



Derrek Tuszka was a strong pick to close the Broncos 
2020 draft  
By Shelby Manning 
Predominantly Orange 
April 26, 2020 
 
The 2020 NFL Draft has come to a conclusion, and we now know who will wear the orange and blue as 
rookies in the 2020 NFL season. The Broncos came away with a nice haul and only solidified their already 
solid draft with their final pick, selecting DE Derrek Tuszka of North Dakota State University with the 254th 
pick in the seventh round. 
 
The former Bison had a stellar senior season, finishing the year with 13.5 sacks, was first-team All 
American, was the conference defensive player of the year, and a finalist for overall defensive player in 
the year for the FCS. Over three seasons, Tuszka racked up 29.5 sacks. Not to forget, Tuszka was a large 
part of North Dakota State's eighth championship in just nine years. 
 
Although NDSU's Pro Day would end up being canceled due to the COVID19 pandemic, Tuszka had his 
opportunity to showcase his skills at the East-West Shrine Game, where he really impressed NFL analysts 
and scouts. His performance at the game upped his draft stock from a likely undrafted free agent to a day 
three selection, and day three would prove to be where he went. 
 
Although Derrek Tuszka is unlikely to see the field immediately, this is a great selection for the Denver 
Broncos. Although his draft profile highlights the need for Tuszka to gain weight and get stronger and 
displays concern for his motion range and power, this just means he may spend some time on the practice 
squad before being promoted to the active roster. Seventh-round picks are not often put onto the field 
immediately. 
 
Tuszka's strengths outweigh his weaknesses. He is a productive player, is flexible, has good technique, is 
a natural athlete, and has the ability to absolutely swallow a QB. Another upside to Tuszka is he used to 
playing on a big stage and playing meaningful football; he won three FCS National Championships in his 
time with NDSU. 
 
He also played his home games at the Fargodome, which is packed to the brim each Bison home game. In 
this aspect, he should make a pretty effortless transition into the NFL. 
 
Although he may spend time on the practice squad or serving as a backup, Derrek Tuszka will fit in with 
the Broncos nicely, and this selection was a nice way to end the 2020 NFL Draft. 
  



FCS: Derrek Tuszka's Stock Is Rising, But The NFL Draft 
Process Has Thrown Him Some Curveballs 
By Sam Herder 
Hero Sports 
March 24, 2020 
 
Everything was going according to plan for North Dakota State defensive end Derrek Tuszka. He finished 
his Bison career in January with a third straight FCS national title while earning multiple First Team All-
American honors. Tuszka immediately traveled from Texas to Florida for practices leading up to the East-
West Shrine Bowl, where he impressed NFL personnel in attendance. 
 
From there it was off to Denver to train for the NFL Combine, held from Feb. 23 to March 2 in Indianapolis. 
Tuszka impressed once again at the combine, testing as one of the best athletes in his position group. He 
returned to Denver, where the plan was to continue training at Landow Performance until the draft. 
 
That's when he was thrown a curveball. 
 
With the spread of the coronavirus disease, gyms began to shut down in Denver. Rather than being stuck 
in an apartment in an unfamiliar city, Tuszka and his NDSU teammate Ben Ellefson (a pro prospect at tight 
end) decided to drive back to Fargo. 
 
The NFL Draft process has been disrupted with Pro Days getting canceled and the NFL prohibiting teams 
from pre-draft prospect visits. This especially hurts players coming from the FCS who have limited chances 
to be in front of scouts. Thankfully for Tuszka, his opportunity to perform at the combine has been 
massive. 
 
“I think the combine was a huge thing for me," Tuszka told HERO Sports. "It definitely brought my draft 
stock up. Both myself and my agent have been hearing from a lot more teams [compared to before the 
combine]. I have some FaceTime visits set up with some teams. The interest has definitely gone up since 
then, which is great. But with everything going on, it’s kind of a pain. We just have to adjust and make do 
with what we can do because there’s no visits or private workouts anymore. It’s just a matter of film, 
numbers at the combine and these FaceTime visits.” 
 
Tuszka's film doesn't lie. He had a combined 40.5 tackles for loss and 28.5 sacks in his final three seasons 
as part of a rotating DE group. He certainly has the size at 6-foot-5 and 251 pounds. But what's critical for 
FCS players, who face the level of competition question mark, is testing well athletically. 
 
That's where Tuszka has seen his draft stock sore. 
 
His numbers at the combine and where it ranked among defensive linemen: 
 
4.79-second 40-yard dash -- T7th  
33.5-inch vertical -- 5th 
120-inch broad jump - T6th 
6.87-second 3-cone drill - 1st 
4.34-second 20-yard shuttle - 3rd 



Draft Scout has bumped Tuszka up to the 18th best DE prospect and a projected sixth-round draft pick. 
 
Not bad for a guy who played 9-man high school football in Warner, S.D., a town of about 500 people. 
Like a lot of guys coming from the FCS who are ready to turn pro, the FBS didn't see that potential five 
years ago. 
 
“NDSU does a great job seeing the potential in athletes," Tuszka said. "A lot of schools overlook these guys 
because it’s maybe not the body type for a certain position. But NDSU will take them, put them through 
coach [Jim] Kramer’s program and develop them. And then just the mentality that everyone at NDSU has 
with ‘how can I help this team succeed.’ Everyone finds their role and owns it. That’s what NDSU does so 
well, is putting guys in position to be successful.” 
 
NDSU has also done well in putting guys in the NFL. Tuszka looks to be the sixth NDSU player drafted since 
2014. Until then, he'll continue to improvise and find ways to stay in shape. 
 
“A lot of push-ups and a lot of sit-ups," Tuszka said. "I have access to a few free weights as well. You have 
to modify some of the stuff. But I’m doing alright and I’m excited for what’s to come.” 
 
  



Tuszka lights up NFL Combine, improves stock  
By Ross Uglem 
Bison Report 
February 29, 2020 
 
North Dakota State EDGE Derrek Tuszka tore up the NFL Combine on Saturday night, potentially improving 
his stock in April's NFL Draft.  A likely draftee as a combine invite, scouts and personnel men I spoke to in 
Indy felt like Tuszka would be taken in or around round six.   
 
That might soon be changing. 
 
Tuszka's times/results in the 40-yard dash, veritcal jump, broad jump and short shuttle all finish 7th or 
better in the Combine's group of defensive linemen.  Tuszka's three-cone time, a drill ften used to measure 
bend for potential pass rushers, was in the top ten for any defensive lineman tested since 2006.   
 
Tuszka caught the attention of NFL Network analyst Daniel Jeremiah repeatedly. 
 
While the forty-yard dash may be the combine's "premiere" event, it really isn't that important for pass 
rushers.  The explosion drills (vert, broad) and agility drills (3 cone, short shuttle) tend to mean a lot more 
when it comes to winning "the dance" with offensive tackles.  Tuszka passed every test presented to him 
with flying colors. 
 
Tuszka finished with a Relative Athletic Score of 8.77, meaning he is as athletic or more athletic than 87.7% 
of defensive ends with recorded testing going back to 1987.  That is, obviously, elite company. 
 
I spoke to Tuszka at the media availabilities and he spoke to NDSU, and specifically defensive end coach 
Buddha Williams' ability to get him prepared for the NFL. 
 
"There's a couple (things) I think.  First, when you get there with Coach Kramer in the summer, his whole 
program a lot of guys redshirt there so that developmental year is huge.  When it gets to practice, it's all 
the double-reps that we do there.  You're never standing around you're always taking reps. I wouldn't say 
there's anything that I haven't seen.  Our offense has so many plays and we have a lot of checks for 
that....The number of reps you see is incredible," said Tuszka. 
 
"I owe it all to (Buddha) I think. He's helped me out a lot with my hands, my feet, working half-a-man on 
my rush and he's helped me understand the game of football better." 
 
Illinois State's James Robinson also had high praise for Tuszka. 
 
"(An NFL team) is gonna get a great player.  When teams asked me what player was the best I played 
against in college I say him.  He was always there when we played against them, there were holes that I 
thought were there, and I'd run through them and he'd end up getting me.  So, they're gonna get a great 
player" 
 
The NFL Draft will be held in Las Vegas April 23-25. 
  



NFL Draft sleepers 2020: The best FCS & small-school 
players you should know for Day 3  
By Matt Lutovsky 
SportingNews.com 
April 25, 2020 
 
The majority of players selected in the 2020 NFL Draft will be from Power-5 schools like Alabama, Ohio 
State and Clemson. Even if you're just a casual college football fan, you have some familiarity with these 
players, and, if nothing else, you assume they must be good simply because they went to a big school. But 
if you're watching the draft and a player from an FCS or Division II school gets drafted, you immediately 
question the pick. 
 
Is this really a worthwhile sleeper or just some guy who wasn't even good enough to play in the MAC? 
 
Chances are, if teams are interested in a small-school player, he has more than earned the right to have 
his name called by the commissioner (see Carson Wentz, Jimmy Garoppolo, Cooper Kupp, Darius Leonard, 
etc.). But fans usually aren't familiar with these guys, so below is a breakdown of the top-10 small-school 
prospects in this year's NFL Draft. 
 
NFL Draft sleepers 2020 
1. Adam Trautman, TE, Dayton. Even by FCS standards, Dayton plays a relatively low level of competition, 
but Trautman dominated everyone in 2019, catching 70 passes for 916 yards and 14 touchdowns. The 6-
6, 253-pound TE with 4.80 speed was a matchup nightmare in the FCS, and he likely would've put up 
numbers against FBS competition, too. The transition to the pros will obviously be more difficult, but given 
his solid blocking ability and big frame, Trautman has all the tools that should help him pay off as a second- 
or third-round pick.  
 
2. Kyle Dugger, S, Lenoir-Rhyne (North Carolina). Dugger was named the D-II Defensive Player of the Year 
despite playing in just seven games his senior season. The 6-3, 220-pound safety intercepted 10 career 
passes and has six career punt-return touchdowns. His 4.49 40-yard-dash time at the Combine definitely 
turned some heads given his size, and given his proven playmaking ability, Dugger is the type of player 
scouts love. He has the potential to be a special teams ace early on as he learns the ins and outs of an NFL 
defense, which is why he should go around the third round.  
 
3. Jeremy Chinn, S, Southern Illinois. Chinn was already on the draft radar after a solid career at Southern 
Illinois, but the 6-3, 212-pound ball hawk continued to fly up draft boards after an impressive showing at 
the Combine, where he ran a 4.45 40 yard dash and had a 41-inch vertical. Chinn had a knack for big plays, 
as shown by his 13 career interceptions and 31 passes defended. He also hits hard, as shown by his six 
forced fumbles. Look for Chinn to come off the board in the third or fourth round.  
 
4. Ben Bartch, OT, St. John’s (Minnesota). You might think Bartch at 6-6, 309 pounds is a typical big, slow 
offensive lineman, but the converted tight end is one of the more athletic linemen in the draft. However, 
coming from a Division III school and only playing his position for two years, there will be a steep learning 
curve for Bartch. Scouts love the tools he has to work with, though, which is why he'll likely be a third- or 
fourth-round pick.  
 



5. James Robinson, RB, Illinois State. The 5-10, 220-pound Robinson was tough to bring down during his 
four years at Illinois State (4,444 career yards), and never was that more obvious than during the playoffs 
his senior season when he rushed for 601 yards on a whopping 102 carries over three games. With a 4.64 
40-yard-dash time and hardly any receiving stats, Robinson was likely get labeled as a short-yardage, 
between-the-tackles workhorse, but he could develop into more if given the chance. He has a lot of upside 
for a fifth- or sixth-round selection.  
 
6. Isaiah Coulter WR, Rhode Island. It's not often an FCS player leaves school early to enter the NFL Draft, 
but Coulter is making that leap after an impressive junior campaign that saw him catch 72 passes for 1,039 
yards and eight TDs. The 6-3, 190-pound receiver posted a 4.45 40-yard-dash time at the Combine, so he 
has the size, speed and smoothness that scouts crave.  
 
7. Aaron Parker, WR, Rhode Island. Parker is a little bigger than Coulter (6-3, 208 pounds) and ran a 4.57 
40 yard dash, and he actually posted better stats than Coulter last year (81-1,224-9). One thing that might 
work against both is how bad Rhode Island was last year despite having them and another possible draft 
pick (OL Kyle Murphy). The Rams won just two games, so it's fair to wonder if Coulter's and Parker's stats 
were inflated in come-from-behind situations. Either way, both have all the tools and could be late-round 
picks, with Coulter likely going first.  
 
8. Charlie Taumoepeau, FB/TE, Portland State. Taumoepeau is being listed as fullback on most draft sites 
despite playing tight end during his four years at Portland State (1,876 career receiving yards, 11 TDs). The 
bottom line is he's a talented player, and at 6-3, 245 pounds with 4.75 speed, he has the size and 
athleticism to move around an offense, not unlike another former small-school H-back, Jim Kleinsasser, 
who had a 13-year NFL career after graduating from the University of North Dakota in 1999.  
 
9. Alex Taylor, OT, South Carolina State. Taylor is the rare converted basketball player who isn't a tight 
end, but the 6-8, 308-pound mountain of a man is still plenty athletic. He ran a 5.09 40 yard dash at the 
Combine, and his steady improvement is impressive given his inexperience. Taylor still has a lot to learn 
about being a complete lineman — and his height could always be a bit of an issue — but someone will 
fall in love with his upside and make him a late-round pick. 
 
10. Derrek Tuszka, EDGE, North Dakota State. Despite totaling 13.5 sacks and being named the Missouri 
Valley Football Conference Defensive Player of the Year, it wasn't until Tuszka had a strong East-West 
Shrine Bowl and Combine that he begin to show up on mock drafts. The speedy 6-5, 246-pound edge 
rusher is a bit of a tweener, much like another former NDSU standout, Kyle Emanuel, who was drafted in 
the fifth round by the Chargers in 2015 and played four seasons before retiring. It's not a lock that Tuszka 
gets drafted, but his arrow is pointing up as a pass-rush specialist. 


