
Tight end Albert Okwuegbunam selected by Denver 
Broncos in fourth round of NFL draft 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
The Denver Post 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos started their Day 3 NFL draft activity by selecting Missouri tight end Albert Okwuegbunam 
with their fourth-round pick (No. 118 overall). 
 
A college teammate of quarterback Drew Lock, Okwuegbunam declared for the draft after his fourth-year 
junior season. 
 
Listed at 6-foot-5 1/ 2 and 258 pounds, Okwuegbunam ran the 40-yard dash in 4.49 seconds at the 
combine. 
 
In 33 games (24 starts), Okwuegbunam had 98 catches for 1,187 yards, but a whopping 23 touchdowns. 
 
In two years playing with Lock, Okwuegbunam had 17 touchdowns among his 72 catches. 
 
Okwuegbunam at combine talking about Lock. 
 
“He had, he made it pretty easy on me just being able to throw me strikes no matter what the route was, 
and really put a lot of trust in me. Our off the field chemistry was really good as well. He was a great 
teammate. I think that helped.” 
 
The Broncos’ tight end room is crowded. The top three are Noah Fant, Nick Vannett and Jeff Heuerman. 
Okwuegbunam fits in with Troy Fumagalli and Jake Butt. 

  



Have an offseason, Drew Lock: Broncos draft QB's college 
TE Albert Okwuegbunam 
By Mike Klis 
KUSA 
April 25, 2020 
 
In one offseason, the Broncos offense has gone from dreadful, to loaded to overflowing. 
 
Denver general manager John Elway continued to add more offensive targets for Drew Lock by drafting 
his former college tight end, Missouri’s Albert Okwuegbunam with the No. 118 overall selection in the 
fourth round Saturday. 
 
The 6-foot-5, 255-pound Okwuegbunam ran an eye-popping 4.49-second 40-yard dash at the NFL 
Combine. More significantly, he caught 17 combined touchdown passes in just 18 games from Lock in 
2017-18 at Missouri. 
 
"I can’t explain how fired up I am to get in this new offense and to have that chemistry and trust and 
confidence kind of is already established there," Okwuegbunam said in a Zoom video call with the Denver 
media following his selection. "Obviously going to have to learn a new offense and get comfortable in 
that. But as far as that connection already being there, that’s awesome." 
 
Okwuegbunam will pair with Noah Fant, the Broncos’ first-round pick in last year’s draft, to form perhaps 
the NFL’s youngest downfield dual tight end threats. 
 
The fourth-round selection of Okwuegbunam, which followed the free-agent signing last month of 
another tight end Nick Vannett , means veteran tight end Jeff Heuerman has assuredly played his last snap 
with the Broncos. 
 
The Broncos’ third-round selection in 2015, Heuerman has one year and up to $3.875 million left on his 
contract. None of that money is guaranteed.  
 
The future of Jake Butt, a fifth-round draft pick in 2017, is also in peril. His promising NFL career has been 
hindered by multiple torn ACL injuries that has prevented him from playing all but three games through 
his first three seasons. 
 
The Broncos draft selections to this point: 
 
1. (No. 15 overall) Jerry Jeudy, WR, Alabama 
 
2. (46) KJ Hamler, WR, Penn State 
 
3. (77) Michael Ojemudia, CB, Iowa 
 
3. (83) Lloyd Cushenberry III, C, LSU 
 
3. (95) McKelvin Agim, DT, Arkansas 



4. (118) Albert Okwuegbunam, Missouri 
 
The Broncos still have a selection in both the fifth and sixth rounds and two at the end of the seventh 
round. After the draft, Elway said the team plans to sign seven or eight undrafted college free agents. 
 
 

 
  



2020 NFL Draft Profile: Strengths, weaknesses, best 
Fantasy fits for Albert Okwuegbunam 
By Ben Gretch 
KUSA 
April 22, 2020 
 
After running a 4.49 40-yard dash at 6 feet 5 inches and 258 pounds, Albert Okwuegbunam sat out the 
remaining Combine drills, confident in the size/speed combo he'd shown. That is certainly the type of time 
that could boost him a couple of rounds in the draft, and if a team is willing to invest significant capital in 
him, there's plenty of Fantasy upside here.  
 
Numbers to Know 
Date of Birth: April 25, 1998 
 
Height: 6 feet 5 inches 
 
Weight: 258 pounds 
 
Hand: 10.3 inches 
 
Arm: 34.1 inches 
 
40 time: 4.49 seconds 
 
Prospect Stats 
2019: 9 games, 26 receptions, 306 receiving yards (14% share), 6 TD 
 
Okwuegbunam's final year as a redshirt junior at Missouri saw him struggle through injuries and post 
career lows in receptions and yards, while tying his low with six touchdowns. Some of that may have been 
due to Drew Lock heading to the NFL after 2018.  
 
2018: 9 games, 43 receptions, 466 receiving yards (18% share), 6 TD 
 
Okwuegbunam had his best yardage season as a redshirt sophomore, but didn't crest a 20% receiving 
yardage share.  
 
Career: 27 games, 98 receptions, 1187 receiving yards (15% share), 23 TD 
 
Okwuegbunam played nine games in each of his three collegiate seasons, and it's not clear how much 
injuries may have limited his receiving yardage potential. What's more clear is his red zone upside — he 
scored on 23% of his career receptions, an absurd figure, notching 23 career touchdowns in 27 games.  
 
Known Injury History 
Shoulder, November 2019 (missed one game) 
Knee, October 2019 (missed one game) 
Shoulder, November 2018 (ended season) 



Strengths 
Okwuegbunam's biggest strength is his size/speed combo, as he's an imposing tight end with a 99th 
percentile speed score when compared to historical figures for other prospects at the position.  
 
Statistically, his ability to generate touchdowns both in the red zone and while attacking the seam is a 
major plus for potential Fantasy upside in the future, as is the fact that he was productive early in his 
college career with 11 touchdowns in his redshirt freshman season.  
 
Concerns 
Basically everything else a tight end is expected to do has been cited as a concern for Okwuegbunam. He's 
been criticized for his run blocking, hands and a perceived lack of agility that makes him more of a straight 
line size/speed player than a dynamic one.  
 
Ryan Wilson's Take 
No. 7 TE 
 
Albert Okwuegbunam might have been better served coming out after the 2018 season. He had 43 
receptions for 466 yards (10.8 YPC) and six touchdowns with Drew Lock as his quarterback. Last season, 
with Kelly Bryant, Okwuegbunam's numbers were 26 catches, 306 yards (11.8 YPC) and six touchdowns. 
He also had seven drops, which works out to a drop rate of 18.4 percent. At 6-5, 255 pounds, 
Okwuegbunam lines up inline, in the slot and at H-back, and shows the ability to be a consistent blocker. 
We'd like to see a little more urgency in his routes, and while he's not particularly explosive or quick, he 
has the strength to win at the catch point. 
 
Fantasy Comparison 
You're hoping for Jimmy Graham or Eric Ebron touchdown upside with Okwuegbunam, but those are lofty 
goals and both profiled as better athletes. You'd take Martellus Bennett upside. But if Okwuegbunam 
needs time to develop, Vance McDonald might be a more realistic upside comp, and even that could be 
lofty if no team is willing to commit a pick before the fourth or fifth round on him.  
 
Favorite Fantasy Fits 
Okwuegbunam's touchdown production in college makes me think his best bet for immediate production 
might be to slot in behind the 33-year-old Jared Cook in New Orleans. There are places with more available 
tight end targets, but by way of example, it's not clear Okwuegbunam would see significant action ahead 
of C.J. Uzomah — another size/speed guy — in Cincinnati. 
 
Fantasy Bottom Line 
Okwuegbunam has the physical traits to be a problem even for NFL defenses, but he didn't post 
consistently gaudy yardage numbers at the NFL level. Combined with inconsistencies in other parts of his 
game but elite touchdown production, there's plenty of reason to bet on his future upside but also reason 
to be wary. He's frequently projected to go among the later-round picks in the NFL Draft, but if a team is 
willing to invest significant capital in his athleticism, that will be a great sign for his future Fantasy 
potential.  
 
 
 
 



Elway philosophical shift back to run-and-gun Broncos: 'I 
think we're heading in right direction' 
By Mike Klis 
KUSA 
April 25, 2020 
 
John Elway and Vic Fangio were relaxed and reflective. A bit fatigued, perhaps, but in good spirits and 
humor following what they confidently believe was a job well done. 
 
Elway, the Broncos general manager and Fangio, the team’s head coach, had just completed the second 
and third rounds of their 2020 draft Saturday night. They had explained their moves to the group media 
and team web site via Zoom video sessions, and after dealing with specific questions about their draft 
picks, they didn’t mind expanding into philosophical questions that came from an exclusive interview with 
9NEWS about the state of the team. 
 
"Damn, you ask very long-winded questions," Fangio said via Zoom video from his home as Elway laughed 
loudly from his. "I can’t remember half the things you just said." 
 
Elway, as a former quarterback and a Hall of Fame QB at that, approached this offseason as if he was tired 
of watching desultory offensive football. Not only had the Broncos suffered three consecutive losing 
seasons, they were boring in defeat. 
 
Since winning Super Bowl 50 – and including their Super Bowl-winning season of 2015 – the Broncos’ 
offense has ranked in the bottom-half of the 32-team NFL in points scored. 
 
Year: PPG (Rank) 
 
2019: 17.6 (28) 
 
2018: 20.6 (24) 
 
2017: 18.1 (27) 
 
2016: 20.8 (22) 
 
2015: 22.2 (19) 
 
2014: 30.1 (2) 
 
2013: 37.9* (1) 
 
*NFL record in the 14-game and 16-game eras. The 1950 Rams averaged 38.8 points in a 12-game season. 
 
Elway reacted to his team’s five-year offensive slump by stacking that side of the ball this offseason. He 
started by signing free-agent running back Melvin Gordon and right guard Graham Glasgow to lucrative 



contracts. Elway then spent the first two rounds of the draft taking the accomplished and polished 
receiver Jerry Jeudy and then small but lightning fast receiver KJ Hamler in the second round. 
 
The third round brought center Lloyd Cushenberry III – every offense starts with the snap – and the fourth 
round Saturday morning added tight end Albert Okwuegbunam, who caught 17 touchdowns in 18 games 
from Drew Lock at Missouri. 
 
It marks Elway third dramatic shift in roster building. He built a Showtime Lakers-style team when the 
Broncos went to Super Bowl 48, where they got crushed by Seattle, in 2013. Then he had a Bad Boy Piston-
type defensive win to win it all in 2015. 
 
And now Elway is flipping back to rebuilding the offense, again. 
 
"I will tell you this, after 2013, I said, ‘OK, it’s not all about scoring points and all those type things and 
Peyton broke every record that year that was available and we go to the Super Bowl and we get beat 43-
8," Elway said. "The next year we said ‘OK, we’re going to commit to the defensive side, realizing we have 
to play some defense, put a good defense together and we play great in 2015 and we were able to win a 
Super Bowl. 
 
"But you know it’s still a combination of both and I think we’re building around a young guy in Drew Lock 
who still has a lot to prove. He showed us a lot in the five games he started last year. But ultimately to win 
in this league you’ve got to win as a football team and as well as the coaching staff. I feel great about the 
staff that Vic has put together. 
 
"And I think we’ve got some quality kids who want to get coached and want to get better. We drafted kids 
that have potential to get better. And so that’s a key thing is we have to continue to get better. 
 
"Obviously, we’re going to be very young. We’re going to be very young on the offensive side. We’ve got 
some veteran leadership on the defensive side. Continue to work on this, put the right guys in the right 
spot and I think we’re heading in the right direction. But we’ve got to take one step at a time and the 
players have to commit to getting better each day." 
 
The additions of Glasgow and Gordon, and doubling up on firepower with Jeudy and Hamler in the first 
two rounds of the draft followed the selection of  talented tight end Noah Fant in the first round of the 
2019 draft and left guard Dalton Risner and the quarterback Lock in the second. And in 2018, 1,000-yard 
receiver Courtland Sutton was taken in the second round while 1,000-1,000-yard rusher Phillip Lindsay 
was part of the undrafted rookie class. 
 
This won’t be football. This figures to be a track meet. 
 
Many defensive-oriented coaches prefer their offense to stay on the field through a ground-and-pound 
ball-control attack. 
 
"That’s not me," said Fangio, a defensive-embedded head coach. "If we can get leads – we need to be able 
to run the ball when you need to run the ball. And you need to run the ball as a mix to help the passing 
game. 
 



"But we need to score points. There’s always times during a game or during a season when, yeah, we need 
to run it. But that isn’t me. I’m not Woody Hayes. I like to see points, I like to see the ball thrown around 
the field in a sensible, logical manner. If there’s that stereotype out there about defensive head coaches, 
I know for a fact I don’t fit that." 
 

  



Broncos snare TE Albert Okwuegbunam in fourth round 
By Troy Renck 
KMGH (Denver 7) 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos committed to Drew Lock this offseason. The next step? Fueling his improvement. 
 
They had a plan in the draft, adding nitromethane to the passing attack. 
 
The Broncos opened the final day of the selection process Saturday by taking Missouri tight end Albert 
Okwuegbunam with the 118th pick overall in the fourth round. 
 
He played most of his college career with Lock and brings speed to the table. He ran one of the fastest 40 
times by a tight end in 20 years, clocking a 4.49. Speed has been the defining trait of the Broncos' offensive 
picks. They added burners Jerry Jeudy and K.J. Hamler in the first two rounds. Okwuegbunam credited 
Lock for helping him with the Tigers, saying "he made it easy." 
 
"We had good chemistry. Off the field we were brothers. That translated on the field. I felt a lot of times 
in tough situations that he knew he always had an open throw in me," Albert Okwuegbunam said. "I just 
feel all across the board that chemistry is there." 
 
Lock tweeted after the pick. "MIZ! Welcome to Denver Big Boi!" 
 
Okwuegbunam finished his college career with 98 receptions for 1,187 yards and 23 touchdowns. In Lock's 
last season at Missouri in 2018, Okwuegbunam caught 43 passes for 466 yards and six scores. His ability 
to stretch the field could create another weapon in the passing game that has been overhauled this 
offseason. 
 
"You can put a strain on the corners and safeties. They can't favor one side of the field. We can hit them 
everywhere," Okwuegbunam said. "The ability to spread us all out creates mismatches, especially with 
the tight ends. We are going to be too fast for a linebacker and too big for a DB. I think it's going to be a 
great thing happening and I can't wait to be part of it." 
 
The Broncos have four picks remaining Saturday (178, 181, 252 and 254). 
 
Denver's haul the first two days with round listed:  
1. WR Jerry Jeudy  
2.WR K.J. Hamler  
3. CB Michael Ojemudia  
3. C Lloyd Cushenberry 
3. DL McTelvin Agim 
4. TE Albert Okwuegbunam 
 
 



NFL Draft: QB Joe Burrow, WRs and tackles headline 
draft 
By Ralph D. Russo 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
April 25, 2020 
 
Top offensive players available in the NFL draft (x-entered draft with college eligibility remaining). 
 
QUARTERBACKS 
 
Position outlook: The presumptive No. 1 overall, a likely top-five pick with injury concerns, another first-
rounder — but how high? — and a real wild card. 
 
Joe Burrow, 6-foot-3, 221 pounds, LSU 
 
Strengths: Accuracy, poise and athleticism, plus the ability to command an offense. 
 
Weaknesses: Doesn't have the biggest arm. 
 
Fact: The Heisman Trophy winner almost doubled his 2018 passing yards per game (222.6) in 2019 (429.2). 
 
Gone by: Once again, Burrow will be No. 1. 
 
x-Tua Tagovailoa, 6-0, 217, Alabama 
 
Strengths: Quick release, with excellent mid-range accuracy and nimble feet. 
 
Weaknesses: Coming off a serious hip injury. 
 
Fact: Threw 76 touchdown passes in 24 starts the past two seasons. 
 
Gone by: Injury history is the only thing that could keep him out of the top five. 
 
Justin Herbert, 6-6, 236, Oregon 
 
Strengths: Ideal size and a good athlete. 
 
Weaknesses: Spotty touch. His passes often sail when he lets loose. 
 
Fact: Surprisingly returned for his senior year to his hometown school and increased his completion 
percentage from 59.4 percent to 66.8. 
 
Gone by: Conservatively, top-12. 
 
x-Jordan Love, 6-4, 224, Utah State 
 



Strengths: Big and talented arm. Tall, smooth athlete. 
 
Weaknesses: Telegraphs some throws and will bail out of workable pockets at times. 
 
Fact: TD-to-INT ratio went from 32:6 in 2018 to 20:17 last season. 
 
Gone by: Top-10. Or early Day 2. 
 
Others: x-Jake Fromm, Georgia; x-Jacob Eason, Washington; Jalen Hurts, Oklahoma. 
 
RUNNING BACKS 
 
Position outlook: We all know the deal with running backs not getting the love they once did in the NFL, 
but a couple of these guys could slip into the first round. 
 
x-Jonathan Taylor, 5-10, 226, Wisconsin 
 
Strengths: Checks all the boxes for size and speed and rarely misses a snap. 
 
Weaknesses: Ball security. And durability can work against a guy who carried such a heavy load in college. 
 
Fact: Carried 926 times for 6,174 yards in three seasons. 
 
Gone by: Early second round. 
 
x-D'Andre Swift, 5-8, 212, Georgia 
 
Strengths: Quick cuts combined with good vision. 
 
Weaknesses: Gets home-run happy at times instead of moving piles forward. 
 
Fact: Never had more than 220 touches from scrimmage in a college season. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second, but probably the running back most likely to be a first-round pick. 
 
x-Clyde Edwards-Helaire, 5-7, 207, LSU; 
 
Strengths: Shifty with great balance. 
 
Weaknesses: So-so speed, especially for his size. 
 
Fact: Had 55 receptions for 453 yards last season. 
 
Gone by: Late second. 
 
Others: x-J.K. Dobbins, Ohio State; x-Cam Akers, Florida State; Zack Moss, Utah; x-AJ Dillon, Boston 
College. 
 



TACKLES 
 
Position outlook: The deepest position in the draft after wide receiver. Likely to produce three top-15 
picks and about a half-dozen first-rounders. 
 
x-Jedrick Wills, 6-4, 312, Alabama 
 
Strengths: Plays smart and mean. 
 
Weaknesses: Lacks ideal size. 
 
Fact: Allowed one sack in 39 college games, playing exclusively at right tackle. 
 
Gone by: Top 15. 
 
x-Mekhi Becton, 6-7, 365, Louisville 
 
Strengths: Huge and nimble for his size. 
 
Weaknesses: Technique needs to be refined. 
 
Fact: Has 7-foot wingspan. 
 
Gone by: Top 15. 
 
x-Tristan Wirfs, 6-5, 320, Iowa 
 
Strengths: Rare athleticism for his size. 
 
Weaknesses: Arm length is less than ideal. 
 
Fact: Ran a 4.85-second 40-yard dash at the combine. 
 
Gone by: Top 15. 
 
x-Andrew Thomas, 6-5, 315, Georgia 
 
Strengths: Strong hands and the ability to play either side of the line. 
 
Weaknesses: Can get off-balance and heavy on his feet. 
 
Fact: Three-year starter and All-American last season. 
 
Gone by: Early second 
 
Josh Jones, 6-5, 319, Houston 
 
Strengths: Fluid athlete. 



Weaknesses: Needs to add power in run blocking. 
 
Fact: Four-year starter at left tackle. 
 
Gone by: Early second. 
 
x-Austin Jackson, 6-4, 322, USC 
 
Strengths: Long arms and light on his feet. 
 
Weaknesses: High upside, but very raw. 
 
Fact: Turns 21 in August, making him one of the youngest players available in the draft. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
x-Isaiah Wilson, 6-6, 350, Georgia 
 
Strengths: Ideal size and build. 
 
Weaknesses: Fundamentals and technique have a ways to go. 
 
Fact: Two-year starter at right tackle who redshirted as a freshman. 
 
Gone by: Widest range of possibilities, from middle of the first to middle of the third. 
 
x-Ezra Cleveland, 6-6, 311, Boise State 
 
Strengths: Natural athlete for his size. 
 
Weaknesses: Needs to play with more power. 
 
Fact: Late bloomer in high school who started drawing interest as a junior. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
Others: Lucas Niang, TCU; Prince Tega Wanogho, Auburn; Alex Taylor, South Carolina State. 
 
INTERIOR LINEMAN 
 
Position outlook: Maybe a late first-rounder in this group. 
 
x-Cesar Ruiz, 6-2, 307, Michigan 
 
Strengths: Solid build. Plays smart and instinctive. 
 
Weaknesses: Quickness is lacking. 
 



Fact: Started the final 31 games of his career. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
Others: Lloyd Cushenberry, center, LSU; John Simpson, guard, Clemson; Robert Hunt, guard, Louisiana-
Lafayette; Netane Muti, guard, Fresno State. 
 
WIDE RECEIVERS 
 
Position outlook: There are so many good options at receiver in this class teams might look elsewhere in 
the first round and circle back in Day 2. 
 
x-Jerry Jeudy, 6-1, 193, Alabama 
 
Strengths: Smooth and polished route runner with excellent burst. 
 
Weaknesses: Slim build lacks strength. 
 
Fact: Caught 26 touchdown passes, second behind only Amari Cooper in Alabama history. 
 
Gone by: About No. 12. 
 
x-CeeDee Lamb, 6-1, 195, Oklahoma 
 
Strengths: Game-breaking elusiveness after the catch. 
 
Weaknesses: Will have to develop quickness off the line to beat press coverage. 
 
Fact: All-American and Biletnikoff Award finalist last season. 
 
Gone by: About No. 12. 
 
x-Henry Ruggs III, 5-11, 188, Alabama 
 
Strengths: Elite speed and acceleration. 
 
Weaknesses: His game is somewhat limited but what he does well is hard to find. 
 
Fact: Almost 25% of his 98 career receptions went for touchdowns (24). 
 
Gone by: Top 20. 
 
x-Justin Jefferson, 6-1, 202, LSU 
 
Strengths: Dominated from the slot with great body control. 
 
Weaknesses: Size and strength weren’t tested much in LSU’s offense. 
 



Fact: Led major college football with 111 catches last year for 1,540 yards. 
 
Gone by: End of the first round. 
 
x-Tee Higgins, 6-4, 216, Clemson 
 
Strengths: Takes advantage of his size to make contested catches. 
 
Weaknesses: Doesn't get a lot of separation in his routes. 
 
Fact: Tied DeAndre Hopkins and Sammy Watkins with school-record 27 touchdown catches at Clemson. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
Denzel Mims, 6-2, 207, Baylor 
 
Strengths: Blazing speed and long arms. 
 
Weaknesses: Inconsistent hands. Makes great catches, drops some easy ones. 
 
Fact: Texas state 3A high school champion in the 200-meter dash. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
x-Laviska Shenault Jr., 6-1, 227, Colorado 
 
Strengths: Powerful and explosive player getting to the ball and running with it after the catch. 
 
Weaknesses: Injuries limited him to short bursts of high-level production. 
 
Fact: Scored six touchdowns receiving and five rushing in his breakout 2018 season. 
 
Gone by: Anywhere from end of Round 1 to end of Round 3. 
 
Brandon Aiyuk, 6-0, 205, Arizona State 
 
Strengths: Dangerous after the catch. 
 
Weaknesses: Needs to play stronger in traffic. 
 
Fact: Missed the Senior Bowl after abdominal injury. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second. 
 
x-K.J. Hamler, 5-9, 185, Penn State 
 
Strengths: Elusive with uncommon burst of speed. 
 



Weaknesses: Undersized and had some drops last season. 
 
Fact: Torn ACL cost him senior year of high school and he redshirted as a freshman in college. 
 
Gone by: Some team might see Tyreek Hill-type playmaker and grab him in the first round. Or he could 
slip to Day 3. 
 
Chase Claypool, 6-4, 238, Notre Dame 
 
Strengths: Huge with 4.42 speed. 
 
Weaknesses: Much room for improvement in route running. Could end up as a tight end. 
 
Fact: Grew up in British Columbia, Canada, just north of the U.S. border. 
 
Gone by: End of Day 2. 
 
x-Jalen Reagor, 5-10, 206, TCU 
 
Strengths: Speed to get deep and shiftiness to turn short plays into long gains. 
 
Weaknesses: Can get pushed around in coverage. 
 
Fact: The son of former Texas Tech star and longtime NFL defensive lineman Montae Reagor. 
 
Gone by: Middle of Day 2. 
 
Michael Pittman, 6-4, 223, Southern California. 
 
Strengths: Big receiver who can overwhelm defenders with size and body control. 
 
Weaknesses: Lacks quickness. 
 
Fact: Father Michael Pittman played running back for Fresno State and 11 seasons in the NFL. 
 
Gone by: End of Day 2. 
 
Others: Van Jefferson, Florida; Bryan Edwards, South Carolina; K.J. Hill, Ohio State; Collin Johnson, Texas; 
Lynn Bowden, Kentucky. 
 
TIGHT ENDS 
 
Position outlook: Even the best players in this group aren't first-round locks. 
 
x-Cole Kmet, 6-6, 262, Notre Dame 
 
Strengths: Big target who can overpower tacklers. 
 



Weaknesses: Needs lot of work as a blocker. 
 
Fact: Played baseball at Notre Dame and had 10 saves in 34 games as a left-handed reliever. 
 
Gone by: Middle of the second round. 
 
Others: Harrison Bryant, FAU; Adam Trautman, Dayton; Albert Okwuegbunam, Missouri; Hunter Bryant, 
Washington. 
 

  



'[If] we needed a big play, his eyes are coming to me': 
College teammates Drew Lock, Albert Okwuegbunam set 
to reunite 
By Aric DiLalla 
DenverBroncos.com 
April 25, 2020 
 
Drew Lock didn't waste any time. 
 
Just moments after former Missouri tight end Albert Okwuegbunam got the call from John Elway to let 
him know that he was the Broncos' fourth-round pick, Lock was firing off messages to his former college 
teammate. 
 
"Right after I got the call, he was actually just blowing up my phone, super fired up," Okwuegbunam said 
Saturday. "I can't wait to talk to him and be reunited." 
 
Okwuegbunam said he and Lock spoke before the draft about the possibility that he would join the 
Broncos, but they didn't have any indication it could actually happen. 
 
That is, until Elway spoke with Lock on Saturday morning. 
 
"We talked to Drew this morning and he loves you to death, so we're thrilled that you [were] there," Elway 
told Okwuegbunam on the call. 
 
If their college success was any indication, Broncos fans should be thrilled, as well. In Okwuegbunam's 
first season with Lock, he was a second-team All-SEC player, earned Freshman All-SEC honors and led the 
Tigers in receiving touchdowns with 11 scores. A year later, Okwuegbunam caught six more touchdown 
passes from Lock. 
 
In all, Okwuegbunam tallied 72 catches for 881 yards and 17 touchdowns during two seasons with Lock. 
Once Lock left for Denver, Okwuegbunam caught 26 passes for 306 yards and six touchdowns in his final 
season in Columbia. 
 
"It's awesome," said Okwuegbunam of being reunited with Lock. "I can't even explain how fired up I am 
to get in this new offense, just to have that kind of chemistry and trust and confidence kind of already 
established there. Obviously [I'm] going to have to learn a new offense and get comfortable in that, but 
as far as that connection already being there, that's awesome." 
 
At Missouri, that chemistry showed as Okwuegbunam served as one of Lock's favorite targets. 
 
"Off the field, we're brothers," Okwuegbunam said. "We get along great, and I think that really just 
translated onto the field. Being with him at Missouri, I just felt like a lot of the times in tough situations, I 
was the guy that he felt comfortable just knowing that he always had an open throw in me regardless of 
the situation. [If] we needed a big play, his eyes are coming to me. … Coming out of routes, I felt like we 
were always on the same page. I felt like all across the board just that chemistry's there." 



In Denver, Okwuegbunam will be the latest addition to Denver's offense with impressive speed. At the 
2020 NFL Combine, Okwuegbunam ran a 4.49-second 40-yard dash, which was the fastest time by a tight 
end by a wide margin. The second-fastest tight end posted a 4.66. 
 
A year earlier, Noah Fant posted a 4.50-second 40. 
 
"Fant is a good player," Okwuegbunam said. "A really good tight end. He came out last year, and I thought 
about coming out last year. Ultimately, I had a shoulder injury and decided to come back. I'm excited. Iron 
sharpens iron and I've heard a lot of great things from Drew about him. 
 
And with Courtland Sutton, Jerry Jeudy and KJ Hamler also on the roster, Okwuegbunam thinks defenses 
will face a tough task. 
 
"It's going to put a lot of strain on the corners and safeties," Okwuegbunam said. "They can't favor one 
side of the field. We can hit them everywhere. … I think it's just going to be a great thing that's going to 
be happening on offense and I can't wait to be a part of it." 

  



Broncos' Albert Okwuegbunam: Denver snags in fourth 
round 
By Heath Cummings and Chris Towers 
CBS Sports 
April 25, 2020 
 
We're always looking for more playmaking tight ends to pick from in Fantasy football, and we're hoping 
the 2020 NFL Draft will provide a nice injection of talent. No tight ends went in the first round, but we 
started seeing them come off the board shortly after, and we'll break down the Fantasy landing spots of 
all of the relevant picks right here. We'll be updating this throughout the weekend.  
 
Pick No. 43: Cole Kmet to the Bears 
 
The Bears have invested plenty into the tight end position in recent years, so it certainly seems like 
something GM Ryan Pace and coach Matt Nagy want to make a focal point in the offense. That hasn't 
quite happened yet, but between the signing of Jimmy Graham and the selection of Cole Kmet with the 
No. 43 pick Thursday night, they're certainly taking another swing this offseason.  
 
Of course, the presence of Graham makes it hard to see how the rookie out of Notre Dame will be Fantasy 
viable. It's always tough for rookie tights ends to establish themselves, and Graham figures to see a sizable 
role, even at his age. Kmet figures to take on a backup role for a year, before getting the chance to start 
in 2021. 
 
And he could be a viable starting option eventually. Kmet is a strong athlete for the tight end position, 
especially for someone who stands 6-foot-4, 262 pounds. He's a big target who broke out as a junior, 
hauling in 43 catches for 515 yards and six touchdowns. The physical tools are certainly there, but the 
collegiate production profile doesn't exactly scream "Day 1 Star."  
 
And that's OK because he'll get some time to develop. Fantasy players in redraft formats should be able 
to let Kmet land on the waiver wire after Draft Day, with the hope he can be a midseason add if things go 
right. Otherwise, he's more of a Dynasty target, someone worth looking at around the third round in 
rookie-only drafts. 
 
Pick No. 91 and 101: Patriots select Devin Asiasi and Dalton Keene 
The Patriots had more picks than they could use in this draft so they've used them to move up whenever 
they felt they had to get their guy. Late in the third round, those guys were tight ends Devin Asiasi and 
Dalton Keene. Any time a tight end is drafted in the first three rounds, we perk up. For some people this 
is especially true if the team that acquires them is New England. 
 
While I mostly believe the Patriots tight end thing is myth outside of Hall of Fame talents like Rob 
Gronkowski, there's no denying that Asiasi has given us reason to be intrigued. He's a mountain of a man 
at 279 pounds, yet he still ran a respectable 4.73 40-yard dash. He earned a good target share in his final 
year at UCLA and his career 14.6 yards per reception is a very good indicator. 
 
Rookie tight ends are almost never good, but Asiasi has the athleticism and route-running ability to make 
you think he may have a long-term future as a borderline Fantasy starter at tight end. While you ignore 



him in redraft, he's worth a third-round pick in rookie drafts and makes an enticing bench tight end with 
upside. 
 
He'll be even more enticing when the Patriots obtain a quarterback. 
 
Keene is not quite as interesting. At least not at first blush. Keene was a linebacker before he converted 
to fullback and now he's a tight end. In other words, he sounds just like a Bill Belichick football player. 
There's no telling what Belichick has in mind for him, but he never recorded even 400 receiving yards in a 
season, so it seems very unlikely he'll have a role that's relevant in Fantasy any time soon. Keene is only 
worth a stash in a very deep Dynasty league. 
 
Pick No. 94: Packers draft Josiah Deguara 
The Packers didn't give Aaron Rodgers the wide receiver we'd all hoped they would, but after their third-
round pick no one can say they didn't try to give him something.  
 
Josiah Deguara caught 39 passes for 504 yards and seven touchdowns as a fifth-year senior for Cincinnati 
in 2019. His target share over each of the past two seasons was impressive for a tight end, which may be 
because he was a converted receiver. Just don't let that make you think he's not a good blocker — he may 
be a better blocker than a pass catcher. 
 
Deguara should battle Jace Sternberger for the role of No. 1 tight end in his rookie season. I'd bet on 
Sternberger earning more targets just because he's a year ahead of Deguara, but the key will be one of 
these guys winning convincingly. Sharing tight end targets would make both useless in Fantasy. 
 
You can ignore Deguara in redraft leagues and he's best left for the later rounds in Dynasty or rookie-only 
drafts. Rodgers doesn't have a great history with tight ends or rookies. 
 
Pick No. 105: Saints draft Adam Trautman 
Jared Cook isn't getting any younger, so the Saints moved up into the back of the third round to draft his 
possible replacement, Adam Trautman from Dayton. Trautman has immense upside, especially if Drew 
Brees lasts longer in New Orleans than Cook. 
 
Trautman isn't fast, but he's quick enough to get open against linebackers and he was extremely 
productive in college. In his senior year at Dayton he caught 70 passes for 916 yards and 14 touchdowns. 
Those are monster numbers for a tight end. But that wasn't his only good year, he scored nine times in 
his junior year.  
 
You could legitimately make an argument for Trautman as the best tight end in this class and he'd be my 
favorite in a rookie draft, though not until the third round of a rookie draft. In redraft, you can ignore 
Trautman both because of Cook and the history of rookie tight ends. He's most valuable in leagues with 
taxi squads, because his first year will likely be a waste.  
 
Pick No. 115: Browns draft Harrison Bryant 
As a prospect, I liked Harrison Bryant as much as any tight end in this class. He was a productive pass 
catcher at Florida Atlantic, catching 65 passes for 1,004 yards and seven touchdowns in his senior year. 
Bryant isn't a burner, but 4.73 40 is above average at the position. He may need to bulk up just a little bit 
to play inline, but he could function as a move tight end early in his career. 
 



The landing spot in Cleveland is abysmal in the short-term, but rookie tight ends generally aren't good 
anyway. Kevin Stefanski's system went two-tight end more than almost any team in the league, so as soon 
as Austin Hooper or David Njoku is out of the picture, Bryant should have an opening to get on the field. 
 
Long term I could see Bryant developing into a top-12 Fantasy tight end, and I wouldn't be afraid to draft 
him in the fourth round of a rookie draft. 
 
Pick No. 118: Broncos draft Albert Okwuegbunam 
In the fourth round, the Broncos continued to add weapons for Drew Lock with tight end Albert 
Okwuegbunam.  Okwuegbunam caught 17 touchdown passes from Lock at Missouri in 2017 and 2018 and 
added six more in 2019 without Lock. But his athleticism far outshines his college production. 
Okwuegbunam ran a 4.49 40 at 258 pounds, putting him among the elite at his position. 
 
Okwuegbunam will struggle to earn playing time and targets early on in Denver, because Noah Fant is far 
more polished and already has a year under his belt. But his athleticism and rapport with Lock should give 
you some reason for optimism. You can start considering him in the fourth round of rookie drafts if you're 
thin at tight end. 
 
Pick No. 133: Seahawks draft Colby Parkinson 
The Seattle Seahawks make no secret of how much they like tight ends. The had Will Dissly and Jacob 
Hollister on the roster, but didn't let that stop them from giving Greg Olsen a significant chunk of change. 
And on Saturday, they added another piece, spending a fourth round pick on Colby Parkinson. 
 
Parkinson was productive at Stanford, scoring seven touchdowns in his sophomore season and earning a 
20% target share as a junior. He has enough size and athleticism, but neither is really a strength. Neither 
is his blocking, which will keep him off the field in Seattle, where it's a prerequisite. His biggest strength 
might be his height — he's a giant at six-foot-seven. 
 
Parkinson is not a bad developmental pick at the end of a deep rookie draft, especially if it's tight end 
premium. He's a good route runner, and Dissly, Hollister, and Olsen all have injury histories. Olsen is 
probably gone after 2020 and either of Dissly or Hollister could be as well.  
 
Pick No. 136: Rams draft Brycen Hopkins 
Like the Seahawks, the Rams don't seem to have a need at tight end. Tyler Higbee was a monster down 
the stretch in 2019 and for most of his career most people have thought Gerald Everett was even better. 
But that didn't stop them from spending a fourth round pick on Brycen Hopkins. 
 
Hopkins was a three-year starter at Purdue, but he didn't break out out until his senior year when he 
caught 61 passes for 830 yards and seven touchdowns. Hopkins earned an 18% target share in that season, 
which is pretty great for a college tight end. He's above average athletically and he grades out favorably 
as a run blocker. 
 
This move may signal that the Rams shift last year to targeting tight ends more often will stick. But as long 
as Higbee and Everett are on the roster, Hopkins probably won't see the field. As a developmental 
prospect, he doesn't have a ton of upside and should only be drafted late in tight-end premium drafts. 
 

  



Broncos' Albert Okwuegbunam: Denver snags in fourth 
round 
By Staff 
CBS Sports 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos selected Okwuegbunam in the fourth round of the 2020 NFL Draft, 118th overall. 
 
It's not a good landing spot for Okwuegbunam's fantasy value, but it leaves the Broncos with one of the 
most loaded groups of pass-catching prospects. As much as Noah Fant is the established starting tight end 
in Denver, Okwuegbunam (6-foot-5, 258 pounds) is a similarly talented athlete out of Missouri, logging a 
4.49-second 40-yard dash at the combine following a college career where he was known for his red-zone 
prowess. There's a non-zero chance that Okwuegbunam emerges as the better player in the long term, 
and he should benefit by reuniting with former Missouri teammate Drew Lock. In the short term, though, 
there just aren't many targets up for grabs behind Fant, Courtland Sutton, Jerry Jeudy, KJ Hamler and 
Melvin Gordon. 
  



Broncos take Drew Lock’s Missouri teammate Albert 
Okwuegbunam 
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
April 25, 2020 
 
The Broncos spent the first two days of the draft adding targets for quarterback Drew Lock and they 
continued that trend on Saturday by taking one of Drew Lock’s former college teammates. 
 
Denver made tight end Albert Okwuegbunam with the 118th overall pick of the draft. Okwuegbunam 
spent the last three years at Missouri and caught 17 touchdown passes during Lock’s final two years at 
the school. 
 
Along with his familiarity with Lock, Okwuegbunam brings speed with him to the Broncos. He ran a 4.49 
40 at the Scouting Combine, which made him the fifth tight end to break 4.5 seconds in the event’s history. 
 
Okwuegbunam joins wide receivers Jerry Jeudy and K.J. Hamler as new additions to the receiving corps 
and will join 2019 first-rounder Noah Fant at tight end in Pat Shurmur’s offense. 
  



Albert Okwuegbunam NFL Draft 2020: Scouting Report 
for Denver Broncos' Pick  
By Matt Miller 
Bleacher Report 
April 25, 2020 
 
TE Albert Okwuegbunam, Missouri 
 
STRENGTHS 
 
— Hands-catcher who has proved he can high-point the football and create separation with his body.   
 
— Immediate red-zone weapon; most of his production at Mizzou came from red-zone touches.  
 
— Should develop as a blocker once he is asked to do it more often; spent most of his time at Mizzou as 
a move tight end.  
 
— Ran a 4.49-second 40-yard dash at 258 pounds, which isn't something you see every year.  
 
— Has the positional versatility to play slot, move tight end or in-line tight end. 
 
WEAKNESSES 
 
— Straight-line speed only, not much wiggle in his hips; improved hips will lead to better routes. 
 
— A work in progress as an in-line blocker; good strength and hand use but still needs to find the "want 
to" to be a blocker.  
 
— Lacks acceleration off the line and in routes; needs to play with more suddenness from the snap.  
 
— Took a beating during his three years in the SEC; durability questions are a concern.  
 
OVERALL 
 
Okwuegbunam has all of the tools you could want at the tight end position, but his struggles to stay on 
the field at Missouri is an issue. If he can remain healthy in the NFL, his size and athleticism are good 
enough to make him a legitimate threat down the field and in the red zone. 
         
GRADE: 76 
 
PRO COMPARISON: Mike Gesicki/Bucky Hodges 
  



Mizzou’s Okwuegbunam reunites with Lock in Denver as 
Broncos’ 4th-round NFL Draft pick  
By Souichi Terada 
Kansas City Star 
April 25, 2020 
 
A second former Missouri Tigers player has been selected in the 2020 NFL Draft, with Mizzou tight end 
Albert Okwuegbunam picked by Denver in the fourth round Saturday. He’s the latest addition to the 
Broncos’ offense in their quest to catch up to the Super Bowl-champion Chiefs in the loaded AFC West. 
 
And “Albert O” will have a familiar face alongside him in the Mile High City: former MU and Lee’s Summit 
High quarterback Drew Lock. 
 
“It’s awesome,” Okwuegbunam said Saturday in a teleconference call. “I can’t even explain how fired up 
I am to get into this new offense — just to have that chemistry, that trust and confidence kind of already 
established there. (I’m) obviously going to have to learn a new offense and get comfortable with that.” 
 
Okwuegbunam’s selection at No. 118 overall follows that of Missouri defensive tackle Jordan Elliott Friday 
by Cleveland Browns in the third round at No. 88 overall. This is the 16th straight NFL Draft in which at 
least one Tiger has been picked. 
 
Okwuegbunam, 22, was one of the more polarizing prospects in this year’s draft. While he’s plenty athletic 
— his 4.49-second 40-yard dash time at the NFL Scouting Combine wooed some scouts — there were also 
questions about his hands and blocking ability. 
 
Labeled a possible boom-or-bust prospect, Okwuegbunam had a strong start to the Tigers’ 2019 season, 
including a stretch of five touchdowns in four games. But when the Mizzou offense started to struggle, so 
did Okwuegbunam. He had just 10 receptions for 66 yards receiving and one touchdown in MU’s final six 
games of the season. Part of that was owning to a shoulder injury. 
 
After redshirting his freshman year, the 6-foot-5, 258-pound Okwuegbunam was an immediate threat — 
especially near the end zone. In his redshirt freshman season in 2017, Okwuegbunam hauled in 29 catches 
for 415 yards and 11 touchdowns. He was named to the All-SEC second team and All-SEC freshman team. 
 
Okwuegbunam continued his solid play in 2018, but he missed the final four games of the season because 
he broke a bone in his shoulder in a game against Florida. Still, he was a finalist for the Mackey Award, 
given to the nation’s top collegiate tight end. 
 
Entering the 2019 season, Okwuegbunam was a preseason All-America selection. He could’ve elected to 
declare for the NFL Draft after the Tigers’ 2018 campaign but chose to stay in Columbia. 
 
The Broncos spent their first two picks of this year’s draft loading up on prime pass-catching targets for 
Lock: receiver Jerry Jeudy of Alabama in Round 1 and wideout K.J. Hamler from Penn State in Round 2. 
Okwuegbunam joins a tight end corps headlined by 2019 first-rounder Noah Fant of Iowa. 
 



“Off the field, we’re brothers,” Okwuegbunam said of Lock. “We get along great and I think that really 
translated on the field. Being with him at Missouri, I just felt like a lot of the times, tough situations, I was 
the guy he felt comfortable just knowing that he would have an open throw to me.” 
 
Several former Tigers could be selected in Saturday’s remaining rounds. If they’re not, they’ll hope to latch 
on with teams as undrafted free agents once the seventh and final round of the draft concludes. 
 
These former Mizzou players were still hoping to hear their name called Saturday: quarterback Kelly 
Bryant; offensive linemen Yasir Durant, Trystan Colon-Castillo and Tre’Vour Wallace-Sims; linebacker Cale 
Garrett; cornerback DeMarkus Acy; punter/kicker Tucker McCann; and wide receivers Richaud Floyd, 
Jonathan Nance and Johnathon Johnson. 
  



Examining the NFL fit of Missouri's two top draft 
prospects  
By Anderson Kimball 
Missourian 
April 23, 2020 
 
Missouri has two players who are virtual locks to be selected in the NFL Draft that runs from Thursday to 
Sunday. 
 
Defensive tackle Jordan Elliott and tight end Albert Okwuegbunam likely won’t hear their names called in 
Thursday’s first round, but both will likely find new teams later in the week and are projected to be picked 
Friday in the draft’s second and third rounds. 
 
As safe picks to find teams after the week, how will both fit in at the NFL level? 
 
Elliott, from Missouri City, Texas, is graded by NFL.com as a player who “will be a starter within the first 
two seasons” and will likely have his name called Friday during the second or third round. 
 
Elliott fulfilled a lot of untapped potential after a breakout season as a first-year starter in 2019. He earned 
second team AP All-American honors after 44 tackles, 8.5 tackles for loss and 2.5 sacks. 
 
He was able to use his size to eat up gaps in the run game and become a cornerstone of Missouri’s 
impressive defense last season. 
 
“You can tell when you watch him that with the right coaching he gets so much better,” Robert Mays, NFL 
writer for theringer.com, said. 
 
With only two years of consistent playing time after transferring from Texas and taking a redshirt season 
at Missouri in 2017, Elliott has limited experience compared to other prospects. 
 
“You watch him on some plays ... you can tell that his body can’t quite get where he wants it to right now,” 
Mays said. “There are things where you watch him try to put moves together and he’s either a little 
hesitant at the start or he can’t really shoot his hands as quickly as he wants after he punches somebody. 
 
“There’s so much potential there and he looks like a guy who hasn’t played a ton of football quite yet. And 
that’s true, he hasn’t.” 
 
There are concerns with Elliott’s lack of pass rushing production, but part of that comes from the fact that 
he was one of the only pass rushing threats on Missouri’s defensive line. He was second behind fellow 
defensive tackle Kobie Whiteside in sacks on a unit that was dead last in the Southeastern Conference in 
rushing the quarterback. 
 
“At (Missouri), he’s going to be the guy that takes attention and allows other guys to thrive, but in the 
NFL, there gonna be other guys that are way more of a problem when it comes to certain situations and 
then he’s the one getting those one-on-one opportunities,” Mays said. “And I think if he gets those, you’re 
going to see a lot more of that pass rushing pop.” 



The other Missouri player who has a good chance of being picked Friday is tight end Albert Okwuegbunam. 
He struggled as a blocker and wasn’t always the cleanest route runner before injuries ended his year. 
 
The warts in his game came out after a disappointing redshirt junior season, but he offers two things of 
immense value in the NFL: size and speed. 
 
“There are only so many things you’ll be able to ask him to do right away, but the things that you can ask 
him to do are valuable,” Mays said. 
 
Okwuegbunam wowed at the combine with a 4.49 40-yard dash time and he has a 6-foot-5 and 258 
pounds frame that made him an ideal red zone target at Missouri. He caught 23 touchdowns in his three 
seasons in Columbia. 
 
“Being a seam structure and being able to stress and kind of put the defense in conflict in the middle of 
the field is a huge deal,” Mays said. “Speed matters so much at receiver right now and having a guy that 
can run like that who is that big. It’s really important.” 
 
The rub for Okwuegbunam is that his raw athletic strengths and weaknesses as a blocker are starker than 
most prospects, making him a project wherever he goes. 
 
“If you can find a role for him then I absolutely think that there are teams that are gonna be willing to take 
a chance on him,” Mays said. “but it requires some imagination and a really defined spot and defined way 
to use him because if you don’t have that, I think he might be able to get a little bit lost.” 


