
K.J. Hamler drafted by Denver Broncos in second round 
of NFL draft at No. 46 overall 
By Kyle Newman 
The Denver Post 
April 24, 2020 
 
John Elway is loading up the offense for quarterback Drew Lock’s second season. 
 
The Broncos took Penn State wideout K.J. Hamler with their second-round pick at No. 46 overall on Friday. 
That follows the selection of Alabama wideout Jerry Jeudy with the No. 15 overall pick on Thursday. 
 
The pick comes as somewhat of a surprise, considering other more highly-rated players on the board at 
positions of need for the Broncos (i.e. center, cornerback). 
 
Hamler had 98 catches for 1,658 yards in two seasons with the Nittany Lions. He and Jeudy are the newest 
additions to a wideout corps highlighted by No. 1 pass-catcher Courtland Sutton, who was a Pro-Bowler 
last year. 
 
The Pontiac, Mich., native can play in the slot and outside, and is also a returner. 
 

  



2020 NFL draft instant analysis: A look at the second-
round selections 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
The Denver Post 
April 24, 2020 
 
A look at instant reactions from The Denver Post staff on the second-round picks in the 2020 NFL draft. 
See the first-round analysis here. 
 
No. 33. Cincinnati: WR Tee Higgins, Clemson. 
 
The Bengals find a weapon to play with quarterback Joe Burrow and eventually replace A.J. Green. Higgins 
had 59 catches in both 2018 and ’19. 
 
No. 34. Indianapolis: WR Michael Pittman, USC. 
 
The son of a former NFL player, Pittman had 101 catches for 1,275 yards and 11 touchdowns last year. A 
good target for new quarterback Philip Rivers. 
 
35. Detroit: RB D’Andre Swift, Georgia. 
 
The second running back of the draft is selected and the Lions envision Swift teaming with Kerryon 
Johnson. Swift had seasons of 1,049 and 1,218 yards rushing for Georgia and also caught 73 career passes. 
 
No. 36. N.Y. Giants: S Xavier McKinney, Alabama. 
 
The first true safety selected. Ran only 4.63 seconds at the 40-yard dash at combine, but had 168 tackles 
and five interceptions in two starting seasons for Tide. 
 
No. 37. New England: S Kyle Dugger, Lenoir-Rhyne (N.C.). 
 
The Patriots open their draft by adding the 6-foot-1, 217-pound Dugger, who had 237 tackles and 10 
interceptions. 
 
No. 38. Carolina: DE Yetur Gross-Matos, Penn State. 
 
Listed at 6-5 and 266 pounds, Gross-Matos had 94 tackles (35 for lost yardage) and 17 1/2 sacks in his final 
two college seasons. 
 
No. 39. Miami: G/T Robert Hunt, Lafayette. 
 
The Dolphins drafted USC left tackle Austin Jackson on Thursday and Hunt will be a right tackle or guard. 
Hunt started 22 games at left guard, 21 at right tackle and two at left tackle. 
 
No. 40. Houston: DT Ross Blacklock, TCU. 
 



The Texans get involved with the draft. Blacklock played only two of his four years at TCU (redshirted in 
’16 and was injured in ’18). In 26 games, he had 67 tackles and 5 1/2 sacks. 
 
No. 41. Indianapolis: RB Jonathan Taylor, Wisconsin. 
 
The Colts used fourth-round picks in 2018-19 on Nyheim Hines and Marlon Mack, respectively. Taylor 
should be the immediate starter. His 6,174 rushing yards are fourth in FBS history. 
 
No. 42. Jacksonville: WR Laviska Shenault, Colorado. 
 
A good spot for Shenault, where he will pencil in as the No. 2 receiver right away behind D.J. Chark. 
Shenault had 86 catches in 2018 (in only nine games). Read the full story. 
 
No. 43. Chicago: TE Cole Kmet, Notre Dame. 
 
Finally, a tight end. The Bears’ first pick of the draft comes two days after they cut tight end Trey Burton. 
Kmet will join recently-signed Jimmy Graham. 
 
No. 44. Cleveland: S Grant Delpit, LSU. 
 
The Browns signed veteran safeties Karl Joseph and Andrew Sendejo last month, but Delpit (6-3/213) 
should quickly become a starter. He had 199 tackles in 40 games for LSU. 
 
No. 45. Tampa Bay: S Antoine Winfield, Minnesota. 
 
The run on safeties in the second continues. Winfield played only 33 games in four years for the Gophers 
but was first-team All-America in 2019 (seven interceptions). 
 
No. 46. Broncos: WR KJ Hamler, Penn State. 
 
Two receivers in as many picks for the Broncos and new offensive coordinator Pat Shurmur. Listed at 5-9, 
he caught 98 passes in 26 college games. 
 
No. 47. Atlanta: DE Marlon Davidson, Auburn. 
 
The 303-pound Davidson played and started 51 games for the Tigers and had 175 tackles and 17 sacks. 
 
No. 48. Seattle: DE Darrell Taylor, Tennessee. 
 
Years of eight and 8 1/2 sacks propelled Taylor into the second round. The Seahawks traded into this spot. 
 
No. 49. Pittsburgh: WR Chase Claypool, Notre Dame. 
 
The Steelers’ first pick of the draft is the 6-foot-4 Claypool, who had 150 catches (19 touchdowns) in 50 
games for the Irish. 
 
No. 50. Chicago: CB Jaylon Johnson, Utah. 
 



A second-team All-America selection in 2019 (two interceptions and 36 tackles). He had shoulder surgery 
after the combine, but for the Bears, is expected to replace released veteran Prince Amukamara. 
 
No. 51. Dallas: CB Trevon Diggs, Alabama. 
 
The Cowboys add Diggs (projected as a potential first-rounder entering the draft) to join former CU 
cornerback Chidobe Awuzie among others in the Cowboys secondary. 
 
No. 52. L.A. Rams: RB Cam Akers, Florida State. 
 
The Rams cut Todd Gurley last month and Akers will be tasked with replacing him. He averaged 4.9 yards 
per carry at FSU (27 touchdowns) and also caught 69 passes. 
 
No. 53. Philadelphia: QB Jalen Hurts, Oklahoma. 
 
A new back-up is found for Carson Wentz. Hurts started his college career at Alabama and played one year 
for the Sooners. 
 
No. 54. Buffalo: DE A.J. Epenesa, Iowa. 
 
The Bills acquire a pass rusher in Epenesa, who had 22 sacks in his final two years for the Hawkeyes. Was 
a starter only in his third-year junior season. 
 
No. 55. Baltimore: RB J.K. Dobbins, Ohio State. 
 
An interesting addition to a Ravens’ running game that is led by quarterback Lamar Jackson and tailback 
Mark Engram. 
 
No. 56. Miami: DT Raekwon Davis, Alabama. 
 
Had one really impressive year for the Crimson Tide … way back in 2017 when he had 8 1/2 sacks and 69 
tackles. Davis had only two sacks in his final two college seasons. 
 
No. 57. L.A. Rams: WR Van Jefferson, Florida. 
 
The Rams flipped Brandin Cooks to Houston earlier in the offseason and Jefferson joins Robert Woods and 
Cooper Kupp as the top three receivers. 
 
No. 58. Minnesota: OT Ezra Cleveland, Boise State. 
 
Should have been an option for Broncos had he fell into the third round. The Vikings’ current tackles are 
Riley Reiff (right) and Brian O’Neill (left). 
 

  



Broncos double-down on offensive firepower, draft KJ 
Hamler in second round 
By Mike Klis 
KUSA 
April 24, 2020 
 
Not that the Kansas City Chiefs are scared of anybody but it figures the Broncos have at least caught their 
attention. 
 
Doubling down on offensive firepower, the Broncos with their second-round selection, No. 46 overall, in 
the NFL Draft on Friday took speedy, if smallish Penn State receiver/returner KJ Hamler. 
 
His pick comes less than 24 hours after the Broncos took Alabama receiver Jerry Jeudy in the first round. 
 
"I’m a playmaker and I got a chip on my shoulder the whole time," Hamler said in a Zoom media 
conference call after speaking to Broncos general manager John Elway. "I’ve been an underdog my whole 
life so being in this situation and being part of the Broncos’ organization, it’s amazing. I’m going to give 
them 150 percent, 24-7, 365. That’s me." 
 
Bronco followers who wanted a cornerback, inside linebacker, center or left tackle? Remember, the 
Broncos averaged 17.6 points a game last year, 28th in the NFL. 
 
The Chiefs have Patrick Mahomes II, Tyreek Hill and Travis Kelce who averaged 28.2 points per game last 
season – and 39.0 points in three postseason games while going on to win the Super Bowl – and 35.3 
points in 2018. 
 
Second-year Broncos quarterback Drew Lock now is loaded with weapons to try and compete with the 
Chiefs on the scoreboard twice a year. The Broncos’ offensive weapons now include running backs Melvin 
Gordon and Phillip Lindsay, receivers Courtland Sutton, Jeudy and Hamler and tight end Noah Fant. 
 
Hamler is 5-8 ½, 178 pounds, but he runs 40 yards in 4.32 seconds. That’s flying. He was both a receiver 
and dual returner for Penn State as a redshirt freshman and sophomore the past two years, averaging 
16.9 yards a catch, 23.5 yards a kickoff return and 6.0 yards a punt return. 
 
The Broncos still have three more picks in third round Friday night.  
 
 

  



9 fast facts to know about Broncos No. 46 overall pick K.J. 
Hamler 
By Will Petersen 
KUSA 
April 24, 2020 
 
What's better than one great wide receiver? How about two.  
 
Denver Broncos GM John Elway surprised a lot of folks on Friday night, selecting former Penn State wide 
receiver K.J. Hamler with the No. 46 overall pick in the second round of the 2020 NFL Draft.  
 
The pick came fewer than 24 hours after Elway took former Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy in the first 
round at No. 15 overall.  
 
So what are the Broncos getting in Hamler? Here are 9 fast facts to know about Denver's newest wide 
receiver.  
 
1. His full name is Kahlee Jacoby Hamler. 
 
2. He was born on July 8, 1999 in Pontiac, Michigan. 
 
3. Was a journalism major at Penn State and enjoys drawing in his free time.  
 
4. Was a track star in high school at IMG Academy in Florida, running for two seasons and winning team 
MVP.  
 
5. Caught a 15-yard touchdown pass with 42 seconds left against Appalachian State to tie the game in his 
first ever college appearance on September 1, 2018.  
 
6. Scored a 93-yard touchdown against Ohio State on September 29, 2018, the second longest in program 
history.  
 
7. Hauled in at least one pass in all 26 career games as a Nittany Lion and had at least one catch of 20 or 
more yards in 14-straight games.  
 
8. Tallied a career-high 208 all purpose yards against Minnesota on November 9, 2019. 
 
9. Named Penn State's Most Valuable Player in 2019 at the team's award banquet. 
 

  



Broncos 2nd and 3rd round draft preview 
By Mike Klis 
KUSA 
April 24, 2020 
 
Bring on Day 2, where drafts are made. And ruined. 
 
The second round is considered the value round. The round where NFL teams often get the best player, 
dollar for dollar. Jerry Jeudy, the Broncos’ first round pick, can expect a signing bonus of about $9 million. 
The Broncos’ No. 46 overall pick Friday in the second round will get a signing bonus closer to $3 million. 
 
Cornerback, center and possibly inside linebacker figure to be among the targets the Broncos consider for 
rounds 2 and 3 in the NFL Draft that will be held Friday. (A No. 4 QB and No. 4 or 5 running back figure to 
come from the undrafted free agent group after the draft is completed Saturday). 
 
Besides the No. 46 pick in the second, the Broncos also have selections No. 77, 83 and 95 in the third 
round on Friday. 
 
And there is still some speed at receiver if the Broncos want to add to Jeudy. 
 
Here is a group of players from which the Broncos may select on Friday: 
 
Cornerbacks 
Jaylon Johnson, Utah 
Trevon Diggs, Alabama 
Bryce Hall, Virginia 
 
Center 
Matt Hennessey, Temple 
 
Guard 
Shane Lemieux, Oregon 
 
Tight end 
Cole Kmet, Notre Dame 
 
Inside linebacker 
Zack Baun, Wisconsin 
Josh Uche, Michigan 
Logan Wilson, Wyoming 
Joe Bachie, Michigan State 
 
Offensive tackle 
Joshua Jones, Houston 
Ezra Cleveland, Boise State 
 
Receiver 



Michael Pittman, USC 
KJ Hamler, Penn State 
John Hightower, Boise State 
 

  



What Penn State WR KJ Hamler will bring to the Denver 
Broncos 
By Audrey Snyder 
The Athletic 
April 24, 2020 
 
The ball was coming toward him late in the fourth quarter, and Penn State’s opener against Appalachian 
State hung in the balance. The directive from the sideline to KJ Hamler was clear: Do not take the ball out 
of the end zone. 
 
That was never going to happen, not with Hamler sensing the need to make a play in a critical moment, 
not for the guy whose nickname on the recruiting trail was the “Human Joystick.” In his first college game 
action in September 2018 after two years spent recovering from an ACL injury sustained at the start of his 
senior year at IMG Academy, Hamler took off. 
 
The 5-foot-9, 178-pound slot receiver, kick returner and punt returner left Penn State fans and his own 
coaches and teammates in shock as he took the ball out of the end zone and turned it into a 52-yard kick 
return that jump-started a drive to help save the game. A minute later, he scored a touchdown that helped 
force overtime. The return became one of many moments in Hamler’s collegiate career when he did what 
he’s always done well: use his blistering speed to run away from people. It’s also what he’ll have a chance 
to do in Denver after the Broncos selected him with the 46th overall pick in the second round of the NFL 
Draft on Friday. 
 
“You don’t see a lot of guys my size making plays,” Hamler said in February at the NFL Scouting Combine. 
Hamler finished his redshirt sophomore season with 56 receptions for 904 yards and eight touchdowns 
and declared for the draft. “I’m not your typical receiver, 6-5, 230 pounds, but I can prove (it) in other 
areas with my speed, quickness, hands and elusiveness, so I think those are advantages.” 
 
It was the elusiveness that kept Hamler atop Penn State’s recruiting priority list even when he blew out 
his knee and other college programs slowed their recruitment of the four-star wide receiver with the 
megawatt smile from Pontiac, Mich. The kinds of big-play opportunities that come when Hamler has the 
ball in his hands are also why the Nittany Lions wanted to get him 10-12 touches per game. 
 
Hamler led Penn State in receptions of 15-plus yards in each of the past two seasons with 20 such 
receptions in 2018 and 25 last season. He accounted for 30 percent of the Nittany Lions’ explosive catches 
during the past two seasons. He did so while playing under three different wide receivers coaches at Penn 
State. 
 
For the player who grew up idolizing DeSean Jackson and whose skill set and big-play threat mirrors that 
of Jackson, Hamler has had to answer questions about his size for as long as he can remember. He shook 
off durability concerns as he rebounded from the high school ACL injury, and though he did take a couple 
of shots to his head, one of which resulted in a targeting penalty, he never was hesitant, particularly with 
slants. His 15 reps on the bench at the combine showcased his strong upper body. 
 



“I’m a dog. That’s just point blank, period,” Hamler said, adding that he’s like a pit bull. “You don’t find a 
lot of people my size, doing some things that I do. Me personally, my playmaking ability, my dog mentality 
just stands out.” 
 
Hamler was unable to run the 40-yard dash at the combine after tweaking his hamstring during training, 
and Penn State’s pro day was canceled as coronavirus concerns closed the campus and pulled scouts off 
the road. Penn State said he ran a 4.39-second 40-yard dash as a true freshman coming off ACL surgery 
and a 4.27-second 40 during his final round of collegiate testing last winter. He also ran a 4.15-second and 
a 4.11-second pro shuttle while at Penn State. All of that happened after he gained 20 pounds of what 
strength coach Dwight Galt called “good weight” after arriving as a 158-pound freshmen. 
 
“He got faster and got quicker, so that’s obviously a testament to his work ethic, but that’s always what 
you’re looking for,” Galt said. 
 
After struggling with drops at times last season, Hamler will need to show he can improve on making 
contested catches. 
 
“My hands last year, I’m not proud of it,” Hamler said. “I dropped eight balls last year. A lot of teams know 
that by now. … I think, for me, it was a lack of focus, lack of concentration while catching the ball. I would 
always turn my head and try to get upfield before even securing the ball. The most important thing on the 
field is the ball. Basically, just focusing on that, focusing the ball all the way into the tuck, I’ve been working 
on that.” 
 
Getting Hamler to stop working at hyper speed has been a theme throughout his life. There were many 
moments in college when he made defenders look silly in space. 
 
Coming out as a redshirt sophomore as part of a loaded class of wide receivers, Hamler bet on the skill set 
that propelled him to this point. If he’s proven anything from Pop Warner football to the NFL, it’s not to 
start doubting his size now. 
 
“I’m not that big in stature, but my mentality is just different,” he said. “I come from a place where not a 
lot of people make it out either, working or sports, nothing like that. I’m blessed to be here.” 
 
 

  



K.J. Hamler drafted by Denver Broncos in second round 
of NFL draft at No. 46 overall 
By Troy Renck 
KMGH 
April 24, 2020 
 
There's no baseball right now, but the Broncos threw a bit of a curveball Friday night. 
 
They doubled up on receivers, taking Penn State wideout K.J. Hamler with the 46th pick overall in the 
second round. Hamler joins Alabama receiver Jerry Jeudy as the team's top picks. Denver aims to add 
speed to compete in the AFC West, but this pick was a surprise. Hamler provides versatility in the kick 
return game. He holds Penn State's record for all-purpose yards, at a slippery 5-foot-9, 173 pounds. He is 
known for his speed with a 4.3 40-yard dash. 
 
Hamler can play in the slot, and has breakaway capability, but stuffled with drops at times in his college 
career. The Broncos have undergone an offensive makeover this offseason, adding running back Melvin 
Gordon, right guard Graham Glasgow, and receivers Jeudy and Hamler. 
 
In local news, former Colorado star receiver LaViska Shenault was drafted by Jacksonville with the 42nd 
pick overall. Shenault was projected as a first-rounder, but struggled with an injury last season, and didn't 
run well at the combine before having core muscle surgery. Few college receivers are better at breaking 
tackles. If healthy, he should be an impact player. 
 

  



Broncos select wide receiver KJ Hamler with 46th-overall 
pick 
By Denver Broncos 
DenverBroncos.com 
April 24, 2020 
 
The Broncos added another weapon to the offensive side of the ball during Friday's second round by 
drafting former Penn State wide receiver KJ Hamler with the 46th-overall pick in the 2020 NFL Draft. 
 
The Broncos used their first-round pick, the 15th-overall selection, on Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy. 
 
While Jeudy is known for his route-running ability, Hamler possesses some of the top speed in the class. 
 
Hamler, a two-year player at Penn State, caught 98 passes for 1,658 yards and 13 touchdowns. He also 
served as a return specialist for the Nittany Lions. 
 
He earned second-team All-Big Ten honors at wide receiver and honorable mention All-Big Ten honors as 
a returner during his final season in Happy Valley. 
 
Hamler was also voted Penn State's team MVP last season after he led the team in receiving. 
 

  



9 fast facts to know about Broncos No. 46 overall pick K.J. 
Hamler 
By Ben Gretch 
CBS Sports 
April 24, 2020 
 
Two wide receivers going off the board in the middle of the second round of the 2020 NFL Draft join 
offenses loaded with young receiving talent, and that might stunt their ability to put up early production. 
K.J. Hamler is a natural fit with the Broncos, as he'll man the slot while Courtland Sutton and first-round 
pick Jerry Jeudy handle the outside. Chase Claypool is a big, fast wide receiver who will push James 
Washington for the downfield role in the Steelers offense opposite Diontae Johnson, with JuJu Smith-
Schuster locked into the slot there.  
 
Hamler to Denver 
Hamler is a 5-foot-9-inch, 178-pound undersized slot guy with an impressive profile. If not for his size, one 
could argue he would have been worth a first-round pick after he put up strong age-adjusted numbers as 
a redshirt freshman and sophomore and declared early for the Draft. On top of that, Hamler produced 
both rushing and return stats, a strong indicator of a prospect's ability with the ball in their hands.  
 
But while the slot job is open in Denver, targets are going to be tough to come by on a team that added 
Melvin Gordon this offseason and certainly likes to run the football. Drew Lock had a solid rookie season, 
but he still has plenty to prove, and Hamler will compete with two young and very good outside receivers 
as well as tight end Noah Fant for targets.  
 
That combination is great news for Lock, and if he has it, he certainly has the weapons to be very 
successful. But will Denver ask him to throw enough to support all these pass-catchers? In Heath 
Cummings' initial projections with Hamler in the fold, he sees Sutton around 130 targets, Jeudy around 
100, and both Hamler and Fant around 80. That's not awful for Hamler, but it likely means he won't be a 
huge Fantasy asset in 2020 — he should rack up a decent catch total, but with targets likely coming near 
the line of scrimmage, it's not likely he'll post a big yardage total. And on top of that, we still need to see 
if his 178-pound frame can hold up in the NFL.  
 
Claypool to the Steelers 
Claypool is in many ways the antithesis to Hamler. A 6-foot-4-inch, 238-pound giant, some wondered 
whether teams would look at him as a tight end. What's remarkable about Claypool is he ran a 4.42 40 at 
that size, and he certainly has the physical ability to play at the next level.  
 
But contrary to Hamler, Claypool wasn't productive early at Notre Dame, and he didn't declare early for 
the draft. In fact, it took until his senior season for him to break out, and while that final year was indeed 
impressive — he accounted for 32% of the Fighting Irish's receiving yardage and scored 13 touchdowns 
— late-career breakouts typically perform worse at the next level as a group. But it would make some 
sense if Claypool needed some time to develop, and it's certainly good that we saw him utilize his 
considerable physical attributes to put up big numbers in a college season.  
 
Claypool differs from Hamler in fit, as well, because his role seems less assured but his upside is probably 
higher. He'll join a Steelers offense that looked pretty solid in its projected three-wide receiver set, but if 



Claypool can beat out 2019 breakout James Washington for significant snaps in a downfield role, his 
upside would be massive working with Ben Roethlisberger. Big Ben has made a career out of extending 
plays and getting the ball down the field, and there are echoes of the D.K. Metcalf to Seattle pick last 
season in this fit.  
 
I don't anticipate Claypool will have a significant impact on Smith-Schuster or Johnson, who will likely work 
in the shorter area of the field. As a big-bodied, downfield and red-zone threat, Claypool likely won't see 
big target numbers early in his career, but he has the upside to put up big efficiency on the looks he does 
get.  
 
 
 
 

  



Broncos draft speedy WR KJ Hamler in second round of 
2020 NFL Draft 
By Richie Cozzolino 
KKTV 
April 24, 2020 
 
DENVER - In a surprise move Friday the Denver Broncos picked up another wide receiver, selecting Penn 
State's KJ Hamler 46th overall in the second round of the 2020 NFL Draft. 
 
Hamler is known for his incredible acceleration and speed, and was highly regarded as one of the fastest 
players available in the 2020 Draft. He has run a sub-4.3 40 time, but did not participate in the NFL 
Combine's 40-yard dash due to a tweaked hamstring. 
 
Hamler declared for the draft after his sophomore year. He caught 56 passes for 904 yards and 8 
touchdowns in 2019 during Penn State's 11-2 season. He also was the primary return man for the Nittany 
Lions, racking up 513 kick return yards on 25 attempts. 
 
Hamler is the second wide receiver picked by the Broncos in the draft. Denver selected Alabama WR Jerry 
Jeudy 15th overall in the first round. The duo will join Courtland Sutton as the primary targets for young 
Broncos quarterback Drew Lock in the 2020 season. 
 
 

  



Broncos stick with receiver and grab speedster KJ Hamler  
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
April 24, 2020 
 
John Elway stuck with the deep pool of wide receivers in the second round of the NFL draft Friday night, 
selecting Penn State speedster K.J. Hamler with the 46th pick. 
 
Elway has gone all-in on second-year quarterback Drew Lock by giving him two terrific targets after the 
first two rounds of the draft. He chose Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy a day earlier with the 15th 
overall selection. 
 
Elway has three picks in Round 3, and his other priority is beefing up his O-line to protect Lock, something 
he started with the free agent signing of Graham Glasgow. 
 
Hamler, who is generously listed at 5-foot-9 and 185 pounds, is elusive with an uncommon burst of speed. 
 
Hamler modeled his game after DeSean Jackson and Steve Smith, but the Broncos see him as a Tyreek 
Hill-type playmaker who can also serve as Denver’s kick returner and help the Broncos chase down Hill 
and the Super Bowl champion Chiefs in the AFC West. 
 
Even though he’s undersized, Hamler stood out even in a class of wide receivers like none other. 
 
“I’m a dog,” Hamler said at the NFL scouting combine. “That’s just point blank, period. You don’t find a lot 
of people my size, doing some things that I do. Me personally, my playmaking ability, my dog mentality 
just stands out.” 
 
On Friday night, Hamler said he was surprised when Elway called, but he said he was eager to team up 
with Jeudy, Courtland Sutton and former college teammate DaeSean Hamilton in Denver, where he 
expects to quickly make his mark. 
 
“I’ve been an underdog my whole life. I’ve always had something to prove just because of my size,” Hamler 
said. “I had to develop in other areas to help out. So, my dog mentality, I do that on and off the field. I 
don’t take nothing from nobody. I don’t back down from nobody. It’s like a David and Goliath story. I’m 
the smallest guy with the smallest frame, but I’ll give you everything I’ve got.” 

  



No. 12 Penn State and flashy receiver KJ Hamler host 
Purdue  
By Travis Johnson 
Associated Press 
October 4, 2019 
 
KJ Hamler’s juking, high-stepping, highlight-reel performance a week ago earned him praise from coaches 
and teammates. 
 
Penn State’s star receiver knows he can catch more than six passes for 108 yards in a game and points to 
his 58-yard touchdown catch and run against Maryland. 
 
“I don’t think last game was a big game,” Hamler said. “I think it was average. I feel like there’s always 
something to improve on, and I think I still have a lot to improve.” 
 
He’ll get a chance Saturday when No. 12 Penn State (4-0, 1-0 Big Ten) hosts Purdue (1-3, 0-1). 
 
Penn State coach James Franklin plans to feed Hamler against a defense that’s been among the worst in 
the country. The Boilermakers are allowing 451 yards and 33 points per game. 
 
“The more touches the better,” Franklin said. 
 
But for Hamler to get more opportunities, Penn State’s offense needs to stay on the field. That hasn’t 
been easy despite the Nittany Lions’ gaudy point totals. 
 
Through the first three weeks of the season, they hadn’t converted more than 31% of their third downs 
in a game. Franklin saw a turnaround with success on 69% last week against Maryland. 
 
Hamler, whose 29 total touches are 10 more than he had at this point last season, does most of his work 
on first and second down. That’s where he’s caught all but two of his 16 receptions. 
 
Purdue coach Jeff Brohm will try to limit Hamler’s touches by keeping him off the field. But he realizes 
Penn State’s defense will make that much tougher. 
 
Only nine teams have forced more punts than Penn State so far. 
 
“It starts with their defense,” Brohm said. “When you shut teams out, when you have some of the 
personnel that they have, when you look across the board at where they are at, when you watch them on 
video, man, they play hard, they go hard. They attack.” 
 
BANGED UP 
 
Hamler is among those disappointed to learn injured Purdue star Rondale Moore won’t suit up. Moore’s 
dynamic playmaking skills would make life much more difficult for Hamler’s teammates, but Hamler sees 
Purdue’s do-it-all receiver as a challenge. 
 



Moore suffered a leg injury last week on the same play that starting quarterback Elijah Sindelar broke his 
collarbone. Although Moore is expected to return at some point, Sindelar is likely out for the season. 
 
“I wish he would’ve played,” Hamler said. “It probably would’ve been like the battle of the slots. I hope 
he’s doing well.” 
 
OPPORTUNITY 
 
Moore had already accounted for 387 yards and two touchdowns on 32 offensive touches. His absence 
creates an opportunity for either Jackson Anthrop or TJ Sheffield to work out of the slot. 
 
If that’s the case, they’ll draw coverage from Penn State’s John Reid, who’s been the Nittany Lions best 
coverage man. 
 
BANGED UP 
 
Purdue lost linebacker Markus Bailey for the season to a knee injury earlier this year and linebacker 
Lorenzo Neal is also expected to miss this game. 
 
The Boilermakers also will be without running backs Tario Fuller and Richie Worship, offensive lineman 
D.J. Washington and wideout Jared Sparks. 
 
NEW DUDS 
 
The Nittany Lions will wear throwback uniforms for the second time in three seasons, a rare occurrence 
for a program that rarely steers away from its classic blue and white scheme. 
 
Although the slight changes might be tough to spot - there will be numbers on helmets and a blue stripe 
down the white pants - one stands out. The Nittany Lions will swap out their usual black cleats for shiny 
white ones. 
 
Hamler, who redshirted when the team wore the uniforms in 2017, is looking forward to getting his a little 
dirty. 
 
“I’m excited to play in them and just have my sweet feet on,” Hamler said. “I feel faster in white cleats.” 

  



2020 NFL Draft: Broncos pick KJ Hamler, Fantasy impact, 
draft grade and more to know 
By R.J. White 
CBS Sports 
April 24, 2020 
 
The Broncos selected Penn State wide receiver KJ Hamler with the No. 46 overall pick in the second round 
of the 2020 NFL Draft. The CBS Sports NFL Draft team breaks down the pick below, including a grade for 
the pick, how it affects fantasy leagues and more on Hamler, including his strengths and weaknesses, his 
NFL comp and more. 
 
46. Denver Broncos: C+ 
Chris Trapasso: Broncos loading up at WR. Super explosive. Loose hips. Good, not great YAC. Fights the 
football as it's arriving. Building around Lock makes sense, but this is weird pick because of other needs. 
 
Fantasy impact 
Dave Richard: Fantasy impact to come. 
 
NFL Draft profile 
NFL comp: Phillip Dorsett 
Best trait: Explosion, long speed 
WR skills breakdown: Where he ranks 
 
COLLEGE HEIGHT  WEIGHT HAND SIZE ARM LENGTH WINGSPAN 
Penn St. 5-8 5/8  178  9 3/8  30 6/8  72 4/8 
 
Strengths 
Absolutely electric athleticism on the field 
Loose hips 
Burst off the line will be one of the most explosive in the NFL right away 
Second and third gears are special too 
Deploys devastating cuts to effortlessly create separation in his route and after catch   
 
Weaknesses  
Tiny frame 
Fights the football in the air 
YAC is good, but not great for a WR with his athletic gifts 
Will likely have a hard time fighting through press against physical CBs   
  



2020 NFL Draft: K.J. Hamler turns to tech in scouting 
shutdown  
By Mike Garafolo  
NFL.com 
March 31, 2020 
 
The first time K.J. Hamler put on the Catapult vest before a practice at Penn State, it didn't feel like 
something suited for football. It felt rather restrictive. 
 
What is this? Hamler thought to himself. It's like I'm wearing a bra. 
 
After a few days with the harness under his pads, Hamler didn't even notice it anymore. The Nittany Lions 
wide receiver carried it with him while running routes, taking the ball on end-arounds, returning kicks and 
blowing past defenders in the open field on the way to the end zone -- all the while, the GPS tracking 
device inside the vest relayed his speed to the Penn State sports-science staff, who track Catapult data 
output for all players, during practices and games. 
 
Now, with the 2020 NFL Draft less than a month away, Hamler -- a projected second-round pick by many, 
including Chad Reuter in his latest NFL.com mock -- is thankful for that once awkward-fitting vest. 
 
With the scouting process affected by the travel restrictions put in place by the NFL, as well as college 
schools and athletic programs, due to the coronavirus pandemic, Hamler is one of hundreds of players 
who won't get the chance to display their skills the way prospects usually do. Hamler, who caught 56 
passes for 904 yards (16.1 yards per catch) and eight touchdowns last fall, didn't run at the NFL Scouting 
Combine because of a hamstring injury he'd suffered in training. And his pro day, like those of most draft-
eligible players, was canceled as teams started pulling their scouts off the road and campuses began 
closing down. 
 
So what's a speed receiver to do when he can't run the 40-yard dash and perform agility drills for teams? 
Rely on technology, of course. 
 
Hamler's agents at CAA requested his GPS information from Penn State's sports-science staff and 
highlighted the receiver's top speed while carrying the football from each of his two college seasons (21.76 
mph as a redshirt freshman in 2018 and 21.58 mph this past season). They plugged that data into the list 
of the top speeds for ball carriers in the NFL last season, as compiled by Next Gen Stats, putting Hamler in 
a tie for eighth and 13th, respectively. (The 22.30 mph 49ers running back Matt Breida posted on an 83-
yard touchdown against the Browns tops the list.) They are planning to send that list to NFL teams this 
week to show them that, yes, the speed they see on film when they're watching Hamler's tape is NFL-
caliber. 
 
"You didn't even realize how fast you were going until you read the GPS, so it's like, 'Wow,' " Hamler said 
by phone last week. "It's a blessing to be a part of those (NFL) guys." 
 
The intriguing part for NFL talent evaluators is Hamler believes the numbers don't show the full potential 
of his speed. 
 



The two plays on which the GPS readings were taken were a 93-yard touchdown against Ohio State in 
2018 and a 100-yard kickoff return against Michigan last October that was brought back by a holding 
penalty. 
 
"I for sure slowed up on that one," Hamler said of the kick return, which one Twitter user timed in under 
11 seconds. 
 
Of the catch-and-run vs. the Buckeyes, on which former Ohio State safety Isaiah Pryor clearly 
underestimated Hamler's speed and took a bad angle, Hamler said, "I didn't know how to pick up my 
knees when I was running back then, so I was for sure running slower on that one." 
 
Hamler has worked to perfect his running form in recent months with Anthony Hobgood, a performance 
manager at EXOS in Gulf Breeze, Florida. Hobgood has been working with NFL hopefuls for 12 years, and 
says Hamler's speed rivals that of maybe the fastest player he's ever trained at his facility. 
 
"DeSean Jackson -- K.J. has that kind of speed," Hobgood said, comparing the 5-foot-9, 178-pound Hamler 
to the 5-10, 175-pound Jackson. "The difference is K.J. is a little stronger than him, especially in his upper 
body. DeSean struggled to bench press 225 (pounds) one time; K.J. did it 15 times. So not only does K.J. 
have that elite-level speed -- he also has tremendous upper-body strength to go along with that." 
 
Hobgood said Hamler's 40 time when he arrived at EXOS to begin training was an electronically timed 
4.36. As the staff continued to track Hamler's progress both in the 0-to-20-yard and 20-to-40-yard portion 
of his runs, they projected he would run in the mid-4.2s at the combine, which would've put him in the 
running for the fastest time in Indy this year. (Alabama receiver Henry Ruggs III took the honor with a 
4.27.) 
 
But Hamler didn't get the chance because one day, while running "flying 20s" (timed 20-yard dashes 
beginning at full speed to work on maintaining speed on the back end of the 40), Hamler tweaked his 
hamstring. The players were slated to run three reps and Hamler posted an electronically timed 1.80 on 
his second rep -- one of the fastest times the EXOS staff has ever seen. With a time like that already in the 
books, Hobgood told Hamler he could sit out the third attempt. But Hamler's competitive nature kicked 
in, as he wanted to see if he could dip into the 1.7s. 
 
"He ran it, all the way through. Didn't pull up," Hobgood said. "And as he's slowing down, I see him put 
his hand on his hamstring and I'm like, 'Oh man.' " 
 
Hobgood knew at that moment Hamler's combine was in jeopardy. 
 
What Hobgood and pretty much everyone didn't realize at the time was the entire pre-draft process would 
be altered by the COVID-19 outbreak. Hamler was fully recovered from his injury and ready to run on 
March 17 -- the scheduled date of Penn State's pro day -- but the event had been canceled five days prior. 
 
So Hamler has spent the past few weeks working out at home while talking to teams via teleconference 
instead of in person. He says he's done one interview almost every day since the scouting circuit shut 
down, including with the Ravens and Eagles in recent days. Given the fact he played at Penn State, is close 
friends with former Nittany Lions running back Miles Sanders and knows the Eagles will likely draft a wide 
receiver early, Philly seems to be an intriguing destination. 
 



But many other teams are surely enamored with his speed. And quickness. Don't discount that last part, 
Hamler notes. The GPS readings are nice, but they only show top speed in the open field. There's more to 
football than that, and creating separation begins before players are in full stride. 
 
Hamler notes short-area quickness is also a big part of his game and credits Broncos wide receiver 
DaeSean Hamilton (his teammate at Penn State during his redshirt year) with helping him dissect 
defenses, allowing his mind to work as quickly as his body. 
 
"There are a lot of guys out here who are quick and fast, but not a lot of guys who have both," Hamler 
said. "I'm blessed to have those as my two best assets." 
 
As for the GPS, some teams have embraced the added data, while others have said they'll trust what they 
see on film. After all, that's what they did last year when they studied a player with a similar build and skill 
set to Hamler's who didn't get to run in the spring -- Ravens receiver Marquise Brown, whom Baltimore 
selected 25th overall despite a lack of a timed 40 because he was recovering from foot surgery. 
 
"My tape says it all. I'm very confident in my tape," Hamler said, adding with a laugh: "But it would be nice 
to have a time, so coaches would stop asking me what I would've run." 

  



Broncos double up at receiver, take K.J. Hamler 46th  
By Darin Gantt 
Pro Football Talk 
April 24, 2020 
 
The Broncos clearly want to offer quarterback Drew Lock all the help they can. 
 
After taking Alabama wide receiver Jerry Jeudy in the first round, they came back in the second with 
another one, choosing Penn State’s K.J. Hamler with the 46th pick. 
 
Hamler also has return ability, and gives them an explosive player in the slot. His size (5-9, 178) is a 
concern, but he was able to run away from enough people in college to keep it from being an issue. 
 
With the offseason addition of Melvin Gordon to pair with Philip Lindsay in the backfield, and Jeudy and 
Hamler to work with Courtland Sutton, the Broncos suddenly have the potential for significant growth on 
offense. 
  



Hands down, Penn State receiver K.J. Hamler has speed 
that catches NFL draft eyes 
By Ryan Kartje 
L.A. Times  
April 16, 2020 
 
The Times examines the top prospects ahead of the NFL draft, to be held April 23-25. 
 
His speed had never been in question. But when it came to quantifying exactly how fast he was on a 
football field for teams differentiating their NFL draft boards by mere milliseconds, K.J. Hamler knew he 
had a problem. 
 
The speedy, 5-foot-9 receiver didn’t run a 40 at the NFL scouting combine, having suffered a hamstring 
injury while training. He didn’t run at Pro Day, either, as the COVID-19 pandemic led Penn State and 
countless others to cancel. So with no other way to reliably quantify his most marketable skill, Hamler 
turned to technology. 
 
Fortunately for him, that option was available. During his two seasons at Penn State, Hamler wore a 
Catapult GPS tracking vest at the behest of the sports science staff to track exactly how fast he was moving 
on the field. So Hamler’s agents requested that the same information be shared with NFL teams. 
 
Now the only question is, how much will those teams trust it? 
 
If they do, Hamler could see his stock sprint past other receivers in the draft. The data sent along to teams 
included the top speeds with the ball in his hands from both his redshirt freshman and redshirt sophomore 
seasons. The two speeds (21.76 mph and 21.58 mph) would’ve both ranked among the top-13 fastest 
sprints in the NFL last season. 
 
Still, the 40 has a strange way of putting scouts at ease. While at the combine, nursing his strained 
hamstring, Hamler declared he would’ve run in the 4.2 range, “and I wasn’t going to accept anything less.” 
 
For those who actually have watched the tape, there should be no need for concrete times. Few players 
in college football last season looked faster on the field. 
 
But there are more pressing questions about Hamler that can’t exactly be answered with a single viewing 
of his YouTube highlights. 
 
“Most definitely my hands,” Hamler said, when asked where he needed to improve his game most. “I’m 
not proud of it. I dropped eight balls last year. A lot of teams know that by now. … I think, for me, it was a 
lack of focus, lack of concentration while catching the ball. I would always turn my head and try to get 
upfield before ever securing the ball. The most important thing on the field is the ball.” 
 
Where he gets the ball, Hamler insists, doesn’t matter. But some scouts have wondered whether he’s 
capable of playing outside of the slot, where he spent most of the last two seasons at Penn State. 
 



In two seasons as the primary slot receiver, Hamler had just four games with five catches or more. He still 
led Penn State in catches (56), yards (904), and touchdowns (8) last season, but in a loaded class at 
receiver, it’s fair to wonder how Hamler’s skillset might translate to the NFL. 
 
“Me being a smaller receiver, being very versatile is probably the main thing teams want to see,” Hamler 
said. “I primarily play in the slot, but I will play anywhere they need me.” 
 
It’ll take the right team to find that proper fit. But regardless of where the speedy wideout winds up, 
there’s another part of his game he’s sure will help him acclimate. 
 
“I’m a dog,” Hamler said. “That’s just point blank, period. You don’t find a lot of people my size, doing 
some things that I do.” 
  



Penn State WR KJ Hamler drafted by Denver: Here’s what 
the Broncos are getting  
By Jon Sauber 
Centre Daily 
April 24, 2020 
 
KJ Hamler is going to find himself in a loaded offense as a rookie. 
 
The former Penn State wide receiver heard his name called in the second round of the 2020 NFL Draft 
Friday night when he was picked by the Denver Broncos at No. 46 overall. 
 
Hamler was projected to go at some point on the second day of the draft, according to most mock 
projections, including the Centre Daily Times’ three-round mock draft. 
 
The 5-foot-9, 178-pound receiver played most of his time in the slot at Penn State and that’s expected to 
be where he’ll spend most of his time with Denver. He’ll have a chance to get playing time with the 
Broncos early if he can beat fellow former Nittany Lion DaeSean Hamilton for snaps. 
 
His draft position falls in line with former NFL scout and current Ourlads general manager Dan Shonka, 
who called Hamler a second or third round pick in an interview with the CDT. Hamler was the second 
former Nittany Lion off the board behind defensive end Yetur Gross-Matos, who went No. 38 overall in 
the second round to the Carolina Panthers. 
 
Shonka cited Hamler’s speed as his best asset and sees a player who will continue to excel in the slot. 
 
“He’s electric,” Shonka told the CDT. “That’s his calling card. He’s a super-fast guy who exploded on the 
scene as a redshirt freshman.” 
 
The wide receiver came to Penn State as a four-star recruit from high school football powerhouse IMG 
Academy after transferring there while he was in high school. 
 
He finished his Penn State career with 1,658 receiving yards and 13 receiving touchdowns in two years as 
the team’s best wide receiver, before forgoing his final two years of eligibility to enter the draft. 
 
Hamler left the Nittany Lions after his redshirt sophomore season, but made a massive impact in his two 
years on the field. He became former Nittany Lion, and current Baltimore Raven, quarterback Trace 
McSorley’s top target at wide receiver as a freshman and stayed atop the depth chart when Sean Clifford 
took the helm of the offense. 
 
He’s not likely to be the No. 1 option with his NFL team because of his size, but could still make plenty of 
impact long term with the Broncos. 
 
He’ll join Courtland Sutton and Jerry Jeudy in the Broncos receiver corps, and will likely be their third 
option if he can win the starting slot position. Sutton was the team’s clear top option last season, while 
Jeudy was the team’s first round pick this season at No. 15 overall. 
 



Shonka said the wide receiver’s versatility will play a big role in extending his career. 
 
“He’s an impact guy,” Shonka said. “He gives you return ability. He’ll be a chess piece for teams or a utility 
player. I think he’ll be a really good slot player in the league.” 

  



2020 NFL Draft: Why KJ Hamler will shine as a playmaker 
in the NFL 
By Tyler King 
Daily Collegian  
April 22, 2020 
 
KJ Hamler’s Penn State career came and went in a flash. 
 
It feels like just yesterday that ESPN’s Chris Fowler was welcoming the then-redshirt freshman to the 
college football world as he crossed the goal line to complete a 93-yard catch-and-run score that 
showcased why he’s so special. 
 
Now Hamler is just a few days away from entering the NFL and his main selling point is the same thing 
that was on display the minute he first stepped on the field at Beaver Stadium –– speed. 
 
Everything written about Hamler on every draft guide you can find on the internet talks about his speed. 
 
But it’s not just pure track speed. 
 
It’s how quickly Hamler accelerates, how he jukes out defenders with little hesitation moves and how 
crisply the breaks are on his routes that make him a multi-faceted weapon for whatever team selects him 
this weekend. 
 
Still, Hamler has his weaknesses. He struggled with drops on-and-off throughout his career. His 5-foot-9, 
180-pound frame likely limits him to a role in the slot. Then there are questions about his durability. He 
tore his ACL as a senior in high school and was knocked out of a few games at Penn State. 
 
But, when you watch him, there’s something about Hamler that makes it hard to believe he won’t be able 
to be a playmaker at the next level. 
 
Going into the 2019 season, I definitely had questions about how Hamler would fit in an NFL offense. Then 
over the course of the first few games, I watched as defenses dedicate their game plans to trying to limit 
his impact, and to no avail. 
 
The play that officially sold me on Hamler as an NFL prospect, however, came in the first quarter against 
Maryland. 
 
This play was far different (and far more impressive) than his 93-yard touchdown against Ohio State from 
2018. This was more than just Hamler outrunning every member of the defense. Everything that makes 
him special was on display on this catch. 
 
First, he uses a sharp break to even create separation and get open. Then he immediately bounces off one 
would-be-tackler after hauling in Sean Clifford’s pass and then puts another defender on the turf with a 
flurry of stutter steps and hesitations before finally accelerating back up to top speed to cruise into the 
end zone. 
 



Sure, Hamler isn’t the physical specimen that guys like Ceedee Lamb and Jerry Jeudy are. And yes, he is 
just one of a handful of guys that make up the most talented wide receiver group to enter the NFL in quite 
some time. 
 
But Hamler is still worth a second round pick. He produced at a high level for two seasons and did so as 
the main weapon opposing defenses had to worry about. Put him in the slot in a creative offense with 
other playmakers alongside him, and there’s no reason Hamler won’t be a productive NFL receiver 
throughout the 2020s. 
 
 


