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Never-before-told stories about Pat Bowlen from those 
who know him best — his children 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
Feb. 6, 2019 
 
It wasn’t just years of fitness training that left Pat Bowlen with his athletically thin frame. 
 
Boarding school’s starch-filled daily menu caused Bowlen to swear off potatoes the rest of his life. 
Discipline of a triathlon athlete made deserts forbidden to him and his children. 
 
Shy, reserved, serious and even aloof were familiar descriptions of Mr. B during his 35 years as the 
Broncos’ owner. So were the words successful, powerful, intelligent, giving and caring. 
 
But to get a transparent peak inside the window of what a man is really like, ask his kids. 
 
At a downtown hotel conference room here late Saturday morning, hours before the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame voting committee would elect Bowlen into the class of 2019 as a contributor, 9News was given 
incredible access to six of Bowlen’s seven children (Johnny stayed back in the Denver-area to be with mom 
and dad, who are both battling with Alzheimer’s disease). 
 
Did you know Pat Bowlen became one of the best owners in all of sports despite dealing with dyslexia? 
Or the Bowlens, like most Americans, had a once-a-week family dinner that began with grace, even if it 
didn’t end with desert? 
 
Or that he once, in his younger days, accepted a dare and streaked around a laid-back, but pricey surf-n-
turf restaurant? This was still early in his courtship with his wife Annabel, several years before he took 
ownership of the Denver Broncos. Look at that! Look at that! 
 
Arranged by Broncos’ public relations boss Patrick Smyth -- who worked exhaustively behind the scenes 
the past five years to raise awareness of Pat Bowlen’s viability as a Hall of Fame candidate -- many of the 
Bowlen kids were sitting down for a formal interview with a media outlet for the first time Saturday. 
Bowlen’s children all spoke of their father not only in loving terms, but reverence. A piece of them lives 
to make their father proud. 
 
Like most children, they longed for their father’s affection. Unlike most children, they grew up with the 
pressures of living up to the standards that comes with having a famous parent. 
 
Regrettably but without complaint, the five youngest Bowlen children must carry on with independence 
as both of their parents have been diagnosed with Alzheimer’s – dad since 2014 and mom since last 
summer. 
 
Yet, each one displays a positive outlook and a determined spirit to make a difference. And while they 
may have grown up more privileged than most, they have not wasted their advantages. 
 
Here are some of the topics about their father 9News addressed with them. 



 
Bowlen family dinner night 
Bowlen was usually busy on Sundays, game day for his Broncos. And he worked late at the office Monday 
through Friday. So there was one night Mr. B set aside for his family. 
 
“Saturday night," said Annabel, the sixth oldest of Bowlen’s seven children. “I would look forward to it. I 
knew it was coming and we would all sit down as a family. He always would make everybody laugh at the 
dinner table. And he had tricks, too." 
 
Like? 
 
“Like, he used to take the knife and pick up another knife or a fork and attach it and hang it from it. That 
was pretty cool. I don’t know, he just always had tricks up his sleeve." 
 
Sometimes the family dinner was at home. Sometimes it was at Del Frisco’s Double Eagle Steakhouse. 
 
“If we were eating at home we would have a roast chicken," said Brittany, the fifth of seven children. “He 
loved roast chicken, but he hated potatoes. He used to say he ate too many of them in boarding school." 
 
The boarding school was Campion Jesuit Catholic High School in Prairie du Chien, Wis. George Wendt – 
“Norm” of Cheers – was among the distinguished alumni of the school that has long since been torn down. 
 
There were family dinner traditions to observe. Starting with grace. 
 
“Oh yeah," said Patrick III, Pat’s oldest son and third oldest child. “He’s a family man, first. But he’s also a 
business man. He was caring about his family, and caring about his business, and caring about everyone 
around him. It really showed a lot about him." 
 
There was roasted chicken at home, usually seafood or steak at the restaurant. But he had some pet 
peeves the rest of his family had to observe. 
 
“You could never have two drinks at the table," Brittany said. “So you either had a glass of wine, or a 
cocktail. You could never have both. That was a very important rule." 
 
Probably not a bad rule. Neither was the next one. 
 
“It was funny because we’d go to dinner with dad, and we were never allowed to order desert," said Amie 
Klemmer, the oldest Bowlen child. “I think it was because he really wanted it, but he knew if we ordered 
desert he’d have to get one, too. He didn’t want to break the weakness." 
 
As time went on, Brittany said dad amended his desert rule slightly. 
 
“You couldn’t order desert unless he was ordering desert," Brittany said. “But if he ordered desert he 
would be like, maybe we should get the whole menu of deserts. Because we would only get desert once 
a year. He was very serious about it. I think it was because he didn’t want to give us a bunch of sugar 
before bed." 
 
Pat Bowlen the father 



Bowlen had two families. He met his first wife, Sally Parker, while they were attending the University of 
Oklahoma in the 1960s. After he earned his law degree from OU in 1968, he and Sally moved to Edmonton, 
Alberta, where Pat became a wealthy lawyer while also helping to run his father Paul’s oil business. 
 
He and Sally had two children, Amie and Beth, but the marriage split when the daughters were 3 and 2 
years old. At that point, Sally and her two daughters moved to Hawaii. Dad soon followed and bought a 
second home nearby. It was roughly another 13 years or so before Pat and his second wife Annabel started 
their family with Patrick, followed by Johnny and three more daughters. 
 
But for both families, Hawaii and all the islands and ocean offers was a huge part of the children’s 
upbringing. 
 
“He was a young dad, but very hands-on," Amie said. “He co-parented. I remember he would pick us up 
on the weekends and we went to his house. My parents got along very well. It was like having two houses. 
We had two Easter egg hunts, two Christmases. We had a lot of fun with him." 
 
He taught most of his kids how to swim and canoe surf. Canoe surfing is like surfing in that you ride the 
waves except in a canoe. There are two to four people in a canoe with the key person being the steersman. 
 
“I thought he was trying to drown us," Amie said. “We would still be literally in floaties and he would take 
us out where I thought were tsunamis. We would flip the boat and Beth and I would be floating around 
like toys out in the ocean and he’d gather us up, put us back in the boat, and we’d go back out and do it 
again." 
 
Amie said she was 16 or 17 years old when dad bought the Broncos. Beth is 16 months younger than Amie. 
 
“My dad bought the team when  I was a teenager, so he wasn’t all consumed through the younger years 
of my life," Beth said. “He spent half the year in Hawaii which is where I lived so we spent quite a bit of 
time with him as, if you want to call it, a normal dad. 
 
“When he bought the team, I didn’t notice much of a difference in his parenting. He balanced his life 
between going to Hawaii and canoe surfing and balanced his achievements in the triathlon and his 
marathons with his life with his family. But the Broncos were certainly a priority for him." 
 
Patrick III was an infant when his dad bought the Broncos in 1984. The Broncos won their first Super Bowl 
in 1997, the same year the Bowlen’s youngest child, Christianna was born. 
 
“I was a surprise and then we won the Super Bowl which was also a surprise," Christianna said. “He was 
the best dad ever. He would give me the most amazing advice. And even when I was getting bullied at 
school for my dyslexia, he would come to school and make everything better." 
 
That away, Mr. B. Some dads can take care of bullies better than others. But not in the way you might 
think. 
 
“It made him a little bit mad, but he said, ‘I have dyslexia as well and you have to be a fighter,’’’ Christianna 
said. 
 



About five years ago, Christianna was diagnosed with a brain tumor that was also related to the severe 
epileptic seizures she was having. 
 
“My dad had Alzheimer’s, but he was still there for me," she said. “He told me, “You’re a fighter and you 
can do this. 
 
“I had the brain tumor removed, and I take medication for epilepsy and I’m going to the University of 
Denver to make my dad proud." 
 
Patrick Dennis Bowlen was the type of dad who liked to dispense advice. Each kid more or less received 
the same message. 
 
“The best piece of advice my father gave me was that in order to succeed in this world, you have to stay 
competitive and you have to be strong," Annabel said. 
 
“The lessons he taught us are guiding principles that we live by every single day," Brittany said. “I was 
sitting on our couch one night – that was one of our favorite things to do. We’d sit on this big, leather 
sofa. He’d smoke a cigar and we’d chat about life lessons. 
 
“One day he laid out three for me. He said, Brittany you have to understand. You have to understand the 
big picture. You have to understand people and where they come from. And you have to understand the 
business. 
 
“And he said you have to have fun. Enjoy what you do. Live your life in a way that brings you joy. 
 
“And the last one was, Brittany you have to kick ass and take names. I think that shows his 
competitiveness. He wanted some drive. He wanted us to do what was important to us. 
 
“He raised us with purpose and I’m so blessed to have been raised by a father who did that." 
 
So, Brittany. While sitting on the couch with dad, did he ever say he’d like for you to one day sit in his big 
chair as the Broncos’ owner? 
 
“I’d like to keep this about him and his career and his contributions," she said. “I think that question is for 
another day." 
 
Fine, fine. 
 
If one of his girls fell down and came up bruised and crying, how would he handle it? 
 
“He said, ‘OK. Come on. Pull it together. It’s going to be OK,’’’ Annabel said. “But he also was very 
understanding and wanted to make sure I was OK. I remember one time I broke my arm in the back yard. 
Brittany and I were trying to build a treehouse. My dad was somewhere at an away game. And I came up 
to my mom and I started crying, “All I want is daddy. I want daddy." 
 
So who was dad’s favorite child? Here’s a hint: Gary Zimmerman, Rod Smith, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell 
Davis all heard Mr. B call them his second favorite player. After John Elway, of course. 
 



Mr. B was sly that way. 
 
“My dad would tell everyone secretly, “You’re my favorite," Annabel said. “You’re my favorite.’ And we 
all thought, “I’m his favorite.” And then you’d find out Brittany just got told the same thing. Or Christianna 
was just told the same thing. Or Patrick or Johnny." 
 
Pat Bowlen the man 
Each kid was asked to describe what Pat Bowlen the man was like. 
 
Patrick: “He was a very serious man. He was also a real funny guy, too. That was always fun to be around 
him, to hear his jokes, to see him laugh, to see his big, huge smile." 
 
Amie: “He was very intelligent. He was, in my opinion, humble in the sense he didn’t talk a whole lot. He’d 
listen. He was very thoughtful, and he wanted to make sure his players had everything possible." 
 
Beth: “For me he was dad. He was strict and intense but fun and loving." 
 
Brittany: “Education was incredibly important to my dad. That’s why he worked with so many children’s 
entities that had so much to do with education because he believed everyone had a right to education. 
 
“He encouraged me to continue my education. And I was able to do that (by getting her M.B.A.) at Duke. 
I’m not sure if he knows that I went to Duke. But I think we would have had some great laughs about me 
going to the football school of the United States, Notre Dame, and then the basketball school (Duke)." 
 
Christianna: “My dad is funny. Emotional." 
 
Wait a minute. Hold on. The Bowlen kids keep saying Pat Bowlen was funny. With all due respect, kids, 
the rest of us didn’t often see that side of him, if at all. 
 
“No, you guys didn’t see funny," Christianna said. “He has the best sense of humor in the world. He always 
was joking around with us and making us laugh. He once told us this story about when he was very young, 
my mother and him had first met. And they went to a place called Buzz’s Steakhouse in Hawaii. And he 
got dared to streak around the entire restaurant. So he did. 
 
“He loves that story to this day." 
 
Where’s social media when you need it? 
 
How Pat Bowlen is doing 
In a response to a lawsuit filed by Bill Bowlen, Pat’s younger brother, against the trustees of the Pat Bowlen 
Trust, the trustees stated the Broncos’ owner was officially diagnosed with Alzheimer’s in the final months 
of 2013, or going on six years ago. 
 
How he’s doing depends on perspective. 
 
“He’s doing pretty great given the circumstances," Annabel said. “My dad is a fighter. Whenever someone 
tells him you might not be able to do this, or this is too hard for you, he shows them wrong. He’s always 
fighting. He’s strong. I am always inspired by that." 



 
“He’s OK," Beth said. “He’s transitioning through Alzheimer’s which is a very difficult disease. There is no 
cure. There is no treatment. I speak out about that so that we can bring more awareness to this disease 
and find a cure and find a treatment." 
 
As the youngest, Christianna has lived with his father and now her mom’s battle with Alzheimer’s more 
than the others. 
 
“I understand really well how to be a caretaker," she said. “My dad has his lucid moments where he knows 
exactly who I am. He says, we’re at (home address) aren’t we? And I say yeah, daddy, we are." 
 
The fur coat 
You have to understand, when it was 19 degrees in Denver on Tuesday morning before sunset, it was -38 
degrees in Edmonton. 
 
Pat Bowlen came from Canada, where a fur coat there was as useful as a parka here. Still, Bowlen got so 
much guff from local radio hosts and newspaper columnists, he finally shed the fur coat in the late-1980s. 
 
“I remember one game he gave it to me," Amie said. “He said, you need to hold my coat. It was so heavy. 
So I put it on and I swear there was a head and the coat was down to … yeah. Dad definitely had some 
fashion faux paus at times (laughed). But we loved him for it. I’ll tell ya, if anybody could rock the fur, he 
could." 
 
Growing up a child of Pat Bowlen 
Patrick Bowlen has worked the past 15 years with the Broncos and currently serves as facilities coordinator 
at the stadium. He is often seen hustling from one task to another. 
 
“I do my best," he said. “I just want to make my dad proud. Whether he’s there to see it or not, I know 
inside I’ll make myself feel better." 
 
Amie Klemmer lives in Hawaii with her husband Howie. She visits the Denver area once a month as she 
has two kids attending the University of Colorado. Lillie Klemmer is a junior and middle blocker on the 
Buffs’ volleyball team. Eric Klemmer spent his freshman year as a walk-on tight end for the Buffs, before 
deciding to concentrate on his studies. 
 
Beth Bowlen Wallace moved from Hawaii to the Denver-area several years ago and lives her husband John 
Wallace in Parker. She has two sons from her first marriage, Nalu and William, and John has three children 
from his previous marriage, James, Bevin and Samantha. 
 
“Winning that first Super Bowl is something I’ll never forget," she said. “I sometimes have to apologize to 
my children because it may outrank the day I gave birth with the joy. But it was really joy for (her dad). 
Being able to be with him through the losses and seeing how devastated he was, when you get to 
experience a win like that with someone, it resonates with me forever." 
 
Brittany Bowlen, who turned 29 last month, is engaged and is working at McKinsey & Co., a global business 
consulting firm. 
 



“He taught me how to ride a bike," she said. “I remember because when riding the bike I was so terrified 
of the neighbor’s dog. That memory is still very real for me. But the thing we did together was we canoe 
surfed. He was an incredible canoe surfer. 
 
“And then we’d ski together. And that was probably my favorite activity to do with my dad. I was an early 
riser, so we’d get out before anyone else and do a couple runs just the two of us. And ride up on the 
chairlift together. 
 
“He skied up until 2011, 2012. Which, everyone probably thought we were wild, but he was an incredible 
athlete, as you know. He kept skiing because it brought him so much joy. 
 
“He was a great skier, but my mom’s better. My mom taught skiing in Whistler, Canada. She goes down 
the mountain in that old-school style – whoosh, whoosh, whoosh. He would never admit she was better, 
but she was better." 
 
Annabel “Little Bell” Bowlen is attending the University of Colorado-Denver. 
 
“Recently, I went to tell him I was getting really good grades," she said. “Because I kind of struggled for a 
bit in high school. So I recently told him I’m getting really good grades. He was like, “Um-hmm.’ He didn’t 
believe me. And once I showed him, he was shocked. He was so proud of me. I always wanted to make 
him proud. I worked hard, I studied hard." 
 
About her name, Annabel. Many a son has been named after his father. Had anyone heard of a daughter 
being named after mom until Annabel came along? 
 
“My dad actually had a lot of say in that," she said. “He told my mom, I want to name her Annabel, just 
like you. He liked the name and he thought it would be good to have someone else named after my mom. 
I got the nickname, ‘Little Bell.’ From all the players, anyone in the organization, any of my dad’s friends, 
everybody knows me as Little Bell. I don’t mind that. I like it. No Junior. It was Little Bell. That nickname 
was really important to me." 
 
Christianna Bowlen has overcome her dyslexia and recovered from her medical setbacks to study at the 
University of Denver, where she is doing well. 
 
“My entire life my mom and my dad have been telling me, “You’re a Bowlen, you have a lot to live up to,’’ 
she said. “And at school, I had to represent my family in the best way possible." 
  



Hall of Fame owner Pat Bowlen led Broncos with humility 
By Jeff Legwold  
ESPN 
February 5, 2019 
 
Now that Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen has been selected for enshrinement in the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame, his bust might stand as a testament to humility in a profession that doesn't often celebrate such 
things. 
 
And perhaps that is Bowlen's legacy now that he will be among just 15 franchise owners who have been 
enshrined in Canton, Ohio. Bowlen's substantial list of accomplishments with the Broncos and his work at 
the league level -- on everything from labor negotiations to broadcast rights to international play -- were 
celebrated this past weekend in Atlanta around the swirl of Super Bowl LIII. 
 
Bowlen and former Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey were among the eight chosen for enshrinement by 
the Hall's Board of Selectors on Saturday. They join Gil Brandt, Johnny Robinson, Ed Reed, Tony Gonzalez, 
Kevin Mawae and Ty Law. 
 
"I always go back to one of our first conversations," Bailey, who played for a decade with the Broncos 
after coming over from the Washington Redskins in a 2004 trade, said of Bowlen. "The way he welcomed 
me to his home: 'If you want something to eat, you're always welcomed to my house.' He would say that, 
'You're always welcomed to my house.' And just that hospitality in itself. There would be a lot of laughter." 
 
Bowlen, who suffers from Alzheimer's disease, formally stepped away from the team's day-to-day 
operations in 2014. His selection for the Hall of Fame has served as a reminder of all of the things he 
wouldn't mention about himself even if someone asked. 
 
His signature moment as Broncos owner might have come just minutes after the Broncos secured their 
first championship with a win over the Green Bay Packers in Super Bowl XXXII in 1998. After so many 
Super Bowl disappointments, Bowlen was handed the Vince Lombardi Trophy, and he immediately 
handed it to someone else. His "this one's for John" declaration when speaking about Elway will serve as 
the snapshot that describes all that came before and after for the Broncos. 
 
Bowlen created the infrastructure that built a franchise that has as many Super Bowl trips as losing 
seasons (seven each) since he purchased the team. He is the only owner to have hired four different head 
coaches who led the team to a Super Bowl. He is the only owner since 1984 whose team is among the top 
five franchises in wins before as well as after the advent of free agency. He has been on the winning side 
of the Super Bowl three times. And he has done it with humility. 
 
Peyton Manning said Bowlen was a "big reason why I ended up coming to Denver." Team president and 
CEO Joe Ellis said he will always "think of Pat's humility even as he made sure we strived to be the best at 
what we were doing, but that you could do that with humility and an awareness of how you treated people 
and making sure you treated them right." 
 
For decades, Broncos players have told of Bowlen's daily routine beyond executive-level meetings. Bowlen 
stands out for talking with the Broncos' trainer Steve Antonopulos each morning or workouts in the team's 
weight room, where players would challenge the former Ironman competitor to any contest of endurance. 



He has pushed a laundry cart through the locker room to hand out holiday turkeys and asked about family 
members. He has helped others in the toughest of times, including in the weeks and months after Broncos 
cornerback Darrent Williams was murdered on New Year's Day in 2007. 
 
"You hear other guys talk about certain relationships they had with their owners," Bailey said. "But it really 
doesn't happen much, because owners usually do their thing and players usually play. It's usually a middle 
ground with the people in the middle, like the coaches that you have to deal with more than anybody. 
Just the fact that he was always around and wanted to be a part of most of the things that we did. It was 
amazing." 
 
Former players and coaches hope Bowlen's selection to the Hall of Fame will help smooth out the current 
ownership dispute. The Bowlen Family Trust, which Bowlen put in place before he stepped away from the 
team's operations and includes Ellis, is being challenged by some members of the family, including Pat's 
brother Bill and daughter Beth Bowlen Wallace. 
 
But six of Bowlen's children were in Atlanta this weekend for Bowlen's selection, and the children 
participated together in the events with the other members of the Hall's Class of 2019. And even though 
Pat Bowlen could not travel to Atlanta, the kids talked to their father via FaceTime. 
 
"His spirit lives on in all of our hearts," daughter Brittany Bowlen said. "So he'll celebrate it with us."  



Sacco Sez: The legacy of Pat Bowlen 
By Jim Saccomano 
DenverBroncos.com 
Feb. 4, 2019 
 
Pat Bowlen's selection for induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame is genuinely one of the greatest 
moments in Denver Broncos history. 
 
One would logically say that the Super Bowl victories clearly stand first, second and third, but who laid the 
groundwork for those victories? 
 
Pat Bowlen. 
 
There is an old saying to the effect that a fish stinks from the head. That is, it starts at the top. There is a 
reason why we apply perfume and cologne to the face instead of our feet. 
 
From the very first moment he bought the team, through the time when he told me that "I want us to be 
number one in everything," to Joe Ellis and John Elway citing his legacy as their driving force in running 
the team today, Pat set the tone for what has become one of the greatest franchises in American sport 
today. 
 
I was his PR man, so my thoughts and memories are based on my observations and how public relations 
ties into all aspects of winning and losing. Wins, losses and PR — each defines the other.  
 
Forget for the moment that we are coming off two sub-par seasons. Remember instead that it was just 
three years ago that the Broncos won Super Bowl 50. 
 
As Super Bowl LIII is played and celebrated, remember with pride that the Broncos — Pat Bowlen's 
Broncos — are one of just nine teams to win this game three times. 
 
And in the National Football League, a team is always closer than it might seem. 
 
All of my Pat Bowlen memories speak to his legacy, starting with this one: When he bought the Broncos, 
it was I who picked him up. It was amazing in itself in that there was not a posse of security and advisers 
involved. 
 
Just me, picking up Mr. B. and his attorney and dear friend, Bill Brittain. 
 
Bill sat in the front, Mr. B in the back. 
 
As we drove to our headquarters at 5700 Logan, I mentioned that I had worked up some talking points. 
Today's major executive press conferences often are driven by preparation, rehearsal and stock answers. 
 
 
Pat replied with, "What are talking points?" 
 



I explained that I had thought of possible questions the press might ask, and possible answers that he 
might give, and he said, "I'm not too worried about that. They can ask anything they want and I'll do my 
best trying to answer them." 
 
Just think of that. A team owner saying he does not wish to discuss any possible questions and answers 
with his public relations man, saying the press "can ask anything they want and I'll do my best trying to 
answer them." 
 
It made me mindful of Pete Rozelle, the greatest commissioner ever, who would take the podium with a 
cigarette in one hand and ask the press to just go ahead with their questions. 
 
I remember thinking, "This might be really good," meaning not just his press conference but his entire 
regime. 
 
And it was way beyond really good, and has been now for 35 years. He set the tone that day, and that 
needle has not moved much except pointing more and more toward the top.   
 
You all the stats and salient facts, from the 300 wins in 30 years to his being the father of "Sunday Night 
Football," but many still do not know how beyond serving on more committees than almost any other 
owner ever, he was part of the "kitchen cabinet" of advisers to commissioners Paul Tagliabue and Roger 
Goodell. 
 
It was common, not rare, to walk past his office, with the door open, and hear him on the phone with 
either the commissioner or another owner of his own stature. These conversations are often the 
foundation of how policy is made and executed. 
 
If you think Pat's legacy is in the past, you are kidding yourself. The reason some buildings last for centuries 
is because they are well-built and have great foundations. 
 
That is what Pat has given to the Broncos and to the entire National Football League, foundations that 
remain in place today, and will tomorrow, and will guide the fortunes of both continually upward. 
 
Pat is the 16th team owner to be selected for induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame, including two 
families that have each had two, the Maras and the Rooneys. 
 
There is no question whatsoever about the vast influence that Mr. B has had on the Broncos as a team 
and the vast landscape of pro football overall. 
 
This moment is richly deserved by Pat, his family, players and coaches past and present, and by the 
entirety of Broncos Country, however defined. 
 
 
But his legacy is not over. 
 
The legacy of Pat Bowlen lives on, stands for victory and class, and will stand tall whenever we see the 
orange and blue. 
 
Pat's words say it all: "I want us to be number one in everything." 



Reality of Pat Bowlen’s Hall of Fame election exceeds 
expectations for family 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
Denver Post 
Feb. 4, 2019 
 
The children of Broncos owner Pat Bowlen had more than five months to process the idea of him being 
elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame since he was nominated in the Contributor’s category in late 
August. 
 
When Hall of Fame president David Baker knocked on their door Saturday afternoon to inform them of 
his induction, did the reality match the anticipation? 
 
“It hasn’t really sunk in fully yet and it’s already exceeded expectations,” Beth Bowlen Wallace said. 
 
Said Patrick Bowlen III: “Absolutely (matched the expectations). This has been an exhilarating 
experience.” 
 
Six of Pat Bowlen’s children (one son and all five of his daughters) were in Atlanta this weekend for the 
festivities. They all played a role in recognizing their father’s induction. 
 
Christianna opened the door when Baker informed the family of Pat’s selection. Brittany and Patrick 
were on stage during the NFL Honors when the Class of 2019 was officially unveiled. Annabel was seated 
with the seven other inductees for the post-show press conference. And Beth and Amie Klemmer, Pat’s 
two children from his marriage to Sally Parker, represented him during a first-quarter commercial break 
during Sunday’s Super Bowl. 
 
“This has been such a bonding, galvanizing experience for our family to be together,” Bowlen Wallace 
said. “That’s been a collateral benefit of being here to honor my father.” 
 
Other things about the Hall of Fame: 
 
Peyton on Pat, Champ. Hours after the Class of 2019 was announced, former Broncos quarterback 
Peyton Manning released a statement on Bowlen and cornerback Champ Bailey. 
 
Manning on Bowlen: “Mr. Bowlen was a big reason why I ended up coming to Denver (in 2012) to play 
for the Broncos. His legacy of winning is incredible. I am very honored to have played for Pat Bowlen and 
congratulate his entire family.” 
 
Manning on Bailey: “Playing against Champ in college and in the NFL when he was on the Redskins, he 
was just one of those guys you knew was a Hall of Famer. Champ was a great player and it was an honor 
to call him a teammate with the Broncos. I’m so happy for him and this is truly well-deserved.” 
 
On Sunday morning, current Broncos quarterback Case Keenum tweeted: “So happy for the Broncos, the 
fans and the Bowlen family. Honored and proud to play for a Hall of Fame owner like Mr. Bowlen.” 
 



Atwater momentum. Former Broncos safety Steve Atwater, a finalist for the second time in his 15th year 
of eligibility, made the cut from 15 to 10. That qualifies as good news. 
 
For someone like Atwater, creating a buzz is crucial. Now that he has been presented and discussed in 
the selection committee’s room, his career will be more familiar for next year’s vote. 
 
As Atwater acknowledged Friday, being in the media as a radio host on Denver’s Orange & Blue 760 
helps his visibility. 
 
“I think so,” he said. “Just being able to communicate with some of the writers and they can put a face 
with the name and (that I’m not) just a name on a sheet of paper but a human being that has a 
personality, I think it’s helped.” 
 
OL logjam. Boulder native Tony Boselli, who starred as a left tackle for the Jacksonville Jaguars, made it 
to the final 10 candidates in his third time as a finalist. 
 
Boselli was able to not lose any momentum for the Class of 2020; a key for any candidate is not going 
backward. And that he was discussed for more than 20 minutes in the room indicates he has much 
support. 
 
A plus for Boselli is that center Kevin Mawae was elected, which helps loosen him the traffic jam of 
offensive linemen. Guards Steve Hutchinson and Alan Faneca were also in the top 10. 
 
Looking ahead. The first-time eligible players for the Class of 2020 is led by safety Troy Polamalu, 
receiver Reggie Wayne and linebacker Patrick Willis. That could help players such as Atwater and Boselli 
to breakthrough if any of the new candidates are not first-ballot selections. 
 
The Class of 2021 should have three first-ballot locks: Manning, cornerback Charles Woodson and 
receiver Calvin Johnson. That would leave only two available modern-era spots for long-time eligible 
players. 
 
Early start. If the Broncos are chosen to play in the Aug. 1 Hall of Fame Game, they can open training 
camp as early as the July 18-19 range. 
 
It will be interesting to see if new coach Vic Fangio takes full advantage and starts as early as he can or 
sets a report date of July 22-23 to ease into things knowing he won’t play his front-line guys in Canton. 
Last year, Fangio was on the Chicago Bears’ staff when they reported two weeks before the Hall of Fame 
Game. 
  



Pat Bowlen selected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
The Denver Post 
February 3, 2019 
 
Already a three-time Super Bowl champion, Broncos owner Pat Bowlen added the sport’s most prestigious 
individual accomplishment to his resume Saturday. 
 
Pro Football Hall of Fame electee. 
 
Five-plus months after being named a finalist in the Contributor’s category, Bowlen earned at least 80 
percent of the votes from the 48-member selection committee to be a part of the Class of 2019 that was 
announced during the NFL Honors program at the Fox Theatre here. 
 
Bowlen, 74, became the 16th team owner and only the second current owner (Dallas’ Jerry Jones) to be 
selected. Cornerback Champ Bailey was also selected, marking the first time the Broncos will have multiple 
inductees in the same year. 
 
“It’s surreal,” said Pat’s daughter, Beth Bowlen Wallace. “It really makes you turn and look at what your 
loved one has accomplished in their life and that people have recognized and appreciated it.” 
 
Six of Bowlen’s seven children (all but one of his sons, Johnny) and several Broncos officials were in 
attendance to represent Bowlen. When Hall president David Baker entered the room where Bowlen’s 
family waited at 4:20 p.m. local time, they simultaneously screamed and yelled, ‘This one’s for Pat!” 
 
“We heard the knock of the door and we all screamed,” said his daughter, Annabel Bowlen, who 
represented her father during a group news conference with the other inductees. “There were a lot of 
emotions. A lot of tears.” 
 
Pat’s fight with Alzheimer’s prevented him from attending the celebration. The Bowlen children called 
him via FaceTime. 
 
Brittany and Pat’s son, Patrick III, represented their father on stage during the televised unveiling. 
Afterward, they were greeted by the Cowboys’ Jones and former Broncos tight end Shannon Sharpe. 
 
“We walked out there and everybody was standing and clapping and Jerry came up and congratulated us 
and that was incredible,” Brittany Bowlen said. “And then Shannon came over and he basically bear-
hugged Patrick and I and that’s when I started crying. The emotions really hit me.” 
 
The Class of 2019 will be recognized during Sunday’s Super Bowl. Pat Bowlen will be represented by his 
two oldest children, Bowlen Wallace, and Amie Klemmer. 
 
The 2019 induction ceremony will be this summer in Canton, Ohio. 
 
In a tweet, Broncos general manager/former quarterback/fellow Hall of Famer John Elway wrote: “I’m so 
thrilled for Pat. For what he did for the Broncos and the league, he is the definition of a Hall of Famer.” 
 



The Broncos are expected to play in the Hall of Fame Game. 
 
“I don’t think we’re going to have to request (to play),” Broncos president and CEO Joe Ellis said. “I can’t 
confirm it, but the sense I get is that we’ll be in the game. We’ll let the league answer to that next week.” 
 
The full class: Bowlen, Bailey, executive Gil Brandt (Contributor’s category), safety Johnny Robinson 
(Senior’s committee), center Kevin Mawae, cornerback Ty Law, tight end Tony Gonzalez and safety Ed 
Reed. 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch were not selected. During the selection meeting, 
Jim Trotter of the NFL Network presented Bowlen’s case. 
 
Bowlen bought the Broncos in 1984 and became the most successful pro sports owner in Colorado history. 
During his tenure, the Broncos have reached the playoffs 18 times, won 13 division titles and won three 
of seven Super Bowl appearances. The Broncos’ record of 5-11 last year and 6-10 in 2018 were the first 
time in Bowlen’s tenure the team had consecutive losing seasons. 
 
The induction ceremony will have a Broncos flavor thanks to Bailey joining Bowlen. 
 
“To be able to go to a first-class franchise like the Broncos, it meant a lot,” Bailey said.  “I didn’t understand 
why it was first-class until I got there and got a feel for who Pat Bowlen was.” 
 
Lynch, who was denied induction in his sixth year as a finalist, arrived the same year as a free agent after 
spending his entire career in Tampa Bay. 
 
“(Bowlen) was a big part of my draw going to Denver because I think what Mr. B represented for the 
Broncos — and still represents — is if you went to Denver, you know you were going to have a chance to 
compete each and every year,” Lynch said.  “They were going to give you every resource. That’s not the 
case at every place in the league.” 
 
Law, who finished his career with the Broncos, will join Bowlen and Bailey in Canton. 
 
“It’s a great day for Pat and his family and a great day for Champ and a great day for the Broncos,” Ellis 
said. “It’s a culmination of a tremendous life in football. For all the work he did for the league and his 
leadership for the Broncos and the success he had with the team and everything he did in the community, 
you put it all together and it’s a well-deserved honor.” 

  



Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey elected into Hall of Fame  
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
February 3, 2019 
 
For the first time in Broncos' history, there were TWO knocks on hotel doors. 
 
Pro Football Hall of Fame president David Baker knocked on the hotel room door occupied by the family 
of beloved Broncos owner Pat Bowlen on Saturday, signaling his election into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. Former Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey received the same knock. 
 
“I wish he was here so I can embrace him and we can talk a little trash together,'' Bailey said with a chuckle 
in an interview with 9News. "As much as he loved to do that. It means everything. Back in '04 when I got 
to the Broncos who knew that we would both have a chance to go to the Hall of Fame together? And here 
we are.’’ 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch were not elected.  
 
Atwater made the first-round cut from 15 to 10 finalists, but he didn't get inside the top 5 for election. 
Still, Atwater picked up momentum for next year's vote. Boulder native Tony Boselli, a left tackle for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, also made the cut from 15 to 10. Lynch, a six-time finalist, was eliminated in the first 
cut. 
 
Lynch was inside the top 10 in both 2016 and 2017, but his momentum seems to be slipping. 
 
Bowlen and Bailey join quarterback John Elway, left tackle Gary Zimmerman, running backs Floyd Little 
and Terrell Davis and tight end Shannon Sharpe in the Hall of Fame. 
 
"Great day for the Broncos,'' said Broncos' chief executive officer Joe Ellis, who attended the Hall of Fame 
press conference. "Great day for Pat and Bowlen family. Great day for Champ and all his family.'' 
 
It was universally agreed Bailey would be a Hall of Famer at some point, but he was hoping to go in on the 
first ballot, as did two of his mentors, Deion Sanders and Darrell Green. 
 
"Champ is a first-ballot Hall of Famer,'' Sanders said as he brought up the rear of the NFL Honors red-
carpet stroll Saturday. "There's no question about that.'' 
 
Not anymore, although there was for a while. 9News talked to multiple voters who were inside the room 
who said one of the most fervent debates was between Bailey and Ty Law. 
 
Bailey had 12 Pro Bowls to Law's five. Only Merlin Olsen (14), Ray Lewis (13) and Reggie (White (13) had 
more Pro Bowl appearances than Bailey among NFL defensive players. Those three were elected into the 
Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility. And now so was Champ. 
 
Bailey went to eight Pro Bowls in his 10 seasons with the Broncos. He had the best back-to-back 
cornerbacks seasons in the past 37 seasons when he had 19 interceptions combined in 2005-06. 
 



But Law was part of three Super Bowl title teams and had one more career interception (53) than Bailey 
(52).  
 
It turns out both cornerbacks made it.  
 
“I was pretty sure that I should get in,'' Bailey said. "It’s rare that two cornerbacks to get in. I don’t know 
if that’s ever happened. Ty Law deserves to be here and I’m glad he’s in there in my class.’’  
 
Champ always did study his competition. It was indeed the first time in NFL history that two cornerbacks 
were elected in the Hall of Fame in the same year. Champ is also the Broncos' first defensive player who 
was elected. This doesn't include Willie Brown or Brian Dawkins who played most of their careers with 
other teams. Or Law for that matter. Law played seven games for the Broncos in 2009. 
 
But Champ shall be referred to as the first Denver defender to make it. 
 
“Well, I’d like to say I represent all those guys,'' Bailey said. "The Orange Crush defense, there’s about 
three or four of those guys who should be in there. I just want all the Broncos fans to know I represent 
those guys.'' 
 
Bowlen, 74, is in his Denver-area home with his wife Annabel as both are battling Alzheimer’s disease. 
What would Pat Bowlen's reaction have been upon learning he was a Hall of Famer? 
 
“I know what he would say,'' Ellis said. "He would say why isn’t (Randy) Gradishar in? And why is (Karl) 
Mecklenburg not in and why is Atwater not in? And why isn’t Tom Nalen in? And why isn’t Rod Smith in? 
And we need more Broncos players in there because the players are the thing. That’s how he felt about 
it. He loved the  players and they loved him back.’’ 
 
Six of Pat's seven children -- Amie, Beth, Patrick III, Brittany, Annabel and Christianna were here inside a 
downtown Hyatt hotel room when Pro Football Hall of Fame president David Baker knocked on their door 
at precisely 2:18 p.m. MST time to deliver the news their father had been selected for football immortality. 
 
"When there was a knock on the door, everyone just screamed,'' said Beth Bowlen Wallace, one of Pat 
Bowlen's five daughters who attended the event. "I think it was the first time David Baker ever heard a 
room full of women scream at the knock on the door.''  
 
The formal induction into the Hall of Fame for the class of 2019 -- Bowlen and Bailey, Ed Reed, Tony 
Gonzalez, Kevin Mawae, Ty Law, Gil Brandt (contributor like Bowlen) and Johnny Robinson (senior 
candidate, safety) -- will take place August 3 in Canton, Ohio. 
 
Bowlen earned his Hall of Fame nod because of his success during his 35 years as the Broncos’ owner and 
his deep contributions to the league. 
 
With the Broncos, Bowlen was the first owner to reach 300 wins within 30 seasons. Even when including 
the Broncos’ past two subpar seasons, his Broncos have as many Super Bowl appearances (7) as losing 
seasons (7). 
 
He is the only NFL owner to have gone to the Super Bowl with four different head coaches (Dan Reeves, 
Mike Shanahan, John Fox, Gary Kubiak). 



 
There were also three Super Bowl titles (1997, 1998 and 2015) and his Broncos overall winning percentage 
of .596 (9.54 wins a year) is tied for fourth among the 122 teams in American professional sports, trailing 
only the New England Patriots and NBA’s San Antonio Spurs and Los Angeles Lakers. 
 
When Bowlen’s Broncos won their first Super Bowlen following the 1997 season, what did he do when he 
received the Lombardi Trophy and was in the brightest spotlight of his life? He immediately got out of the 
way by proclaiming, “This … One’s … For … John!” and handed over the trophy to quarterback John Elway. 
 
Bowlen grew the game on a national scope as he ushered in the league’s leadership transition from old 
guard owners Art Modell, Lamar Hunt and the Moras and Rooneys to a new generation in the 1980s when 
he and Dallas Cowboys’ owner Jerry Jones began to expand the NFL’s revenue growth. 
 
Bowlen led the negotiations for the league’s $18 billion TV contract in 1998 that was by far the most 
lucrative media-rights contract in professional sports. Former NBC chairman Dick Ebersol called Bowlen 
the “Father of Sunday Night Football,” which has been America’s No. 1-rated show by far since 2006. 
 
Bowlen also negotiated the league’s collective bargaining agreement with players’ union boss Gene 
Upshaw in 2006, had his team play eight international games in the 1980s and 90s, and was at the 
forefront of the league’s new stadium construction when now-named Broncos Stadium at Mile High 
School opened in 2001. 
 
Pat Dennis Bowlen knew how to negotiate --  – he and his siblings bought 60.8 percent of the team from 
Edgar Kaiser Jr. for $51 million in 1984. A year later, the Bowlens bought the other 39.2 percent from 
minority partners John Adams and Timothy Borden for $20 million. The Broncos are now valued at more 
than $2.5 billion. 
 
Pat Bowlen stated in his trust he would like one of his children to one day succeed him as the Broncos’ 
principal owner. 
 
With both Bowlen and Bailey getting elected, there is a good chance the Broncos will play in the Hall of 
Fame preseason game on August 1. Baker said there's still a chance Kansas City (with Tony Gonzalez and 
Johnny Robinson getting elected) could play Atlanta in the game -- the league never wants two division 
rivals to play a preseason game against each other. 
 
But the Broncos are all but counting on opening the league's preseason schedule with a game in Canton. 
 
"I have a heavy hunch we’ll be coming to training camp an extra week early and playing in that game with 
two representatives being elected today,'' Ellis said. "And usually when an owner gets elected you’re 
asked to play in the game. I’m expecting that.’’  
  



And then there were 7: Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey 
expand contingent of Broncos in Hall of Fame 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
February 3, 2019 
 
Jim Trotter, the NFL Network reporter and Pro Football Hall of Fame committee member, stood up in the 
corner of a large ballroom inside an Atlanta hotel, grabbed the microphone and looked out at his 47 peers, 
all sitting behind a square table. He had about 20 minutes to state his case, to plead with the other 
members to finally elect Pat Bowlen into the Hall. 
 
“A phrase we all can use in this room is, ‘It’s time,’ or ‘He’s waited long enough,’” Trotter told them. “I 
would argue that it’s time for Pat Bowlen to take his place among the titans of this game. He has waited 
long enough.” 
 
Bowlen’s wait is over. 
 
Saturday afternoon, after a seven-and-a-half-hour meeting by the Hall’s selection committee on the eve 
of Super Bowl LIII, the long-time Broncos owner was chosen as a contributor for the Class of 2019. He 
enters the Hall alongside former cornerback Champ Bailey, a player Bowlen adored, to expand Denver’s 
representation to seven in Canton, Ohio. 
 
“It’s a great day for Pat and his family, a great day for Champ and a great day for the Broncos,” team 
president/CEO Joe Ellis said. “Pretty emotional watching it come down. … It’s a culmination of a 
tremendous life in football and it’s well-deserved (for Bowlen). All the work that he did for the league and 
then his leadership with the Broncos and the success he had with the team, everything he did with the 
community — he put it all together and it’s a well-deserved honor.” 
 
Bailey, the first Broncos defensive player to be elected, is also a first-ballot selection, along with tight end 
Tony Gonzalez and safety Ed Reed. Cornerback Ty Law, center Kevin Mawae, senior selection Johnny 
Robinson and fellow contributor Gil Brandt rounded out the eight-man class of 2019. 
 
“Having all my family around, having the Bowlen family go in as well … I never dreamed that I would be in 
a class like this,” Bailey said. “It’s a little surreal at this moment. I don’t think it’s sunk in yet. But I’m just 
looking forward to the process the next few months and enjoying my time with my classmates. It’s a great 
class — I’d say the best ever. It’s been a great ride up to this point.” 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch, finalists for the second and sixth time, 
respectively, will have to wait at least another year. 
 
Adding two members to the Broncos’ small Hall of Fame contingent of Floyd Little, Gary Zimmerman, John 
Elway, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis was a boon for the franchise and, for its fans, a long-time coming. 
Since the contributor provision was added to the Hall’s selection process in 2015, Bowlen has been in the 
conversation annually, always falling short of making the final group. 
 



His election grew more and more urgent with every year, however, because of the progression of 
Alzheimer’s. The disease has kept Bowlen out of the public eye since 2014, and he received the news at 
his home in Colorado alongside his wife, Annabel, who is also suffering from Alzheimer’s. Representing 
him in Atlanta were six of his seven children — son Johnny did not make the trip — who crowded into a 
hotel room Saturday, eager to receive the signature knock from Hall president David Baker. 
 
It happened around 4:20 p.m. ET and sparked a chorus of shrieks from his six children who represented 
him — all of whom later chanted “This one’s for Pat!” 
 
“All of a sudden we heard this pounding knock, and I don’t know what it felt like for Mr. Baker because he 
heard — the majority of us are women here — us scream at the top of our lungs before we even opened 
the door,” Pat’s daughter Beth Bowlen Wallace said. “We just screamed and ran to the door.” 
 
The Bowlen children then FaceTimed their father, who was with a close friend, his wife and caretakers 
back in Colorado. 
 
On stage at NFL Honors that evening, Brittany Bowlen and Patrick Bowlen III represented their father on 
stage, where they were greeted by Hall of Famers Jerry Jones and Shannon Sharpe. 
 
“We walked out there and everyone was standing and clapping and then Jerry came up and congratulated 
us and that was incredible. That was amazing,” Brittany said. “Then Shannon came over and he basically 
bear-hugged Patrick and I and that’s when I started crying. The emotions just really hit me there.” 
 
Sunday during Super Bowl LIII, Wallace and Pat’s oldest daughter, Amie Klemmer, will represent him as 
the newest Hall of Famers are honored. And then in August, it’s likely the Broncos will play in the Hall of 
Fame game in Canton as an extra primer to their regular season. 
 
Regarded as both a steward of his players and of the league, Bowlen left his imprint at nearly every level 
as an owner. His 91 combined seasons on 15 different NFL committees put him at the forefront of labor 
negotiations, and as a key player in brokering record TV contracts and pushing for international expansion 
of the NFL. He was a visionary behind the inception of “Sunday Night Football” and the NFL Network, and 
was instrumental in stadium development — especially in bringing a new stadium to Denver. 
 
Since he purchased the team in 1984, the Broncos have had as many Super Bowl appearances (seven) as 
losing seasons, and for his first 34 years of ownership never had back-to-back losing seasons. 
 
Thirty. Four. Years. 
 
The Broncos’ .598 winning percentage since 1984 is the third-highest in the NFL and the fifth-highest in 
all of U.S. professional sports. And under Bowlen’s watch, the Broncos have earned 18 playoff berths 
(third-most among owners in that span), 13 AFC West crowns and three Super Bowl victories. They’ve also 
played in a league-high 349 nationally televised games and have sold out every regular-season and 
postseason game (NFL-best 300) as part of the franchise’s 49-year, 403-game sellout streak. 
 
But he was also a devoted philanthropist and operated his team as one too. At Bowlen’s insistence, the 
Broncos are the only U.S. sports team to fully fund their own Boys & Girls Club, and through Denver 
Broncos Charities, Bowlen has devoted more than $30 million to local charities and organizations. 
 



But perhaps what made Bowlen unique as an owner in any sport at any level was his relationship with his 
players. Known to provide any and all resources necessary to help his team win, Bowlen is regarded by 
players past and present as more of a friend and father-like figure than a boss. He worked out alongside 
them in the team’s training room in the mornings. He roamed the practice fields, attended the games and 
was hands-on. But he never meddled. 
 
“Mr. Bowlen was a big reason why I ended up coming to Denver to play for the Broncos,” former 
quarterback Peyton Manning said. “His legacy of winning is incredible. I am very honored to have played 
for Pat Bowlen and congratulate his entire family.” 
 
The hope all along was that Bowlen would take the final step to enter the Hall. 
 
The hope, too, was that he’d do so with one of his players. 
 
“I always knew that my dad and Champ had a very close relationship,” Brittany said. “You could tell by the 
way my dad talked about Champ Bailey. He has a really strong character that my dad respected.” 
 
Roland “Champ” Bailey owns the most Pro Bowl selections (12) for a cornerback and a combined eight 
first- and second-team all-pro honors. The No. 7 overall pick by the Washington Redskins in 1999, Bailey 
embarked on essentially two great NFL careers with as many teams. 
 
In Washington, he had the chance to learn behind fellow first-ballot Hall of Famers Darrell Green and 
Deion Sanders. In each of his first two seasons, Bailey recorded five interceptions, including three in a 
single game. 
 
In Denver, where he spent 10 of his 15 NFL seasons, Bailey had arguably the greatest season ever by a 
cornerback in 2006 (despite finishing second in the AP defensive player of the year voting), when he 
recorded 10 interceptions returned for 162 yards. Those 10 picks mark the second-highest single-season 
total in Broncos history. 
 
In 215 career regular-season games over his career, Bailey totaled 983 tackles (837 solo), 52 interceptions 
returned for 464 yards, 235 pass breakups, three sacks, nine forced fumbles and five fumble recoveries. 
He also started 10 of 11 career playoff games for another 34 tackles (30 solo), two interceptions (105 
yards) and 10 pass breakups. 
 
“When he was beat, he could close on a receiver and it was unreal,” former Cardinals and Broncos 
quarterback Jake Plummer said. “That’s really a true sign of a great DB, is someone that can cover that 
those gaps, that separation, those short few steps. He was so quick, had great feet and he was an intense 
competitor too. You knew once the game was going that he was on. He was going to bring it no matter 
what, and you never really worried about him much because he did his job every day.” 
 
Added Manning: “Playing against Champ in college and in the NFL when he was on the Redskins, he was 
just one of those guys you knew was a Hall of Famer. Champ was a great player, and it was an honor to 
call him a teammate with the Broncos. I’m so happy for him and this is truly well-deserved.” 
 
Bailey’s presence alone posed a stark warning to quarterbacks, even receivers, who even considered 
testing him. In 2009, he didn’t allow a single touchdown in coverage on the 80 passes thrown his way. 
 



“Champ was that guy who would really eliminate you from the game,” former receiver Steve Smith Sr. 
said. “He was a guy I went against very early on in my career, and I really learned a lot about myself and 
the game by facing him.” 
 
An elite athlete early on, Bailey had the physical traits most could only dream of: the speed to run a 4.2-
second 40-yard dash, the explosiveness to record a 40-plus-inch vertical and the quickness to shut down 
receivers. 
 
A two-time Walter Payton Award nominee, Bailey was also instrumental in the development of his 
teammates, notably Chris Harris Jr., an undrafted cornerback in 2011 who has morphed into the game’s 
top slot corner. Over the years Harris has remained steadfast in his praise for Bailey, a veteran who 
believed in the rookie from the outset. 
 
“I just remember Champ telling me that he never missed a day of work,” Harris said. “He was just always 
there. I try to do the same thing.” 
 
Now, the man aptly nicknamed Champ and the owner who worked to bring him to Denver, are headed to 
Canton. Together. 
 
“The players were everything to dad. He would have wanted to share this with a player,” Brittany said. “I 
actually wore this Super Bowl ring — it’s the Super Bowl XXXIII ring (with two diamond Broncos on the 
top) — because I wanted two Broncos to go in today. I think that’s exactly how my dad would have felt 
too.”  



Finally! Broncos owner Pat Bowlen inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame 
By Troy Renck 
KMGH 
February 3, 2019 
 
Pat Bowlen reached the Pro Football Hall of Fame on Saturday, an honor long overdue and 36 years in the 
making. 
 
While Bowlen made it at last, cornerback Champ Bailey made it on his first try, an achievement worthy of 
his eight-time All-Pro honors. 
The numbers long demanded Bowlen’s bust stare back at visitors in Canton. Since buying the Broncos in 
1984, Bowlen pales to no one. During his tenure, he ranks first in regular-season victories, winning seasons 
and playoff appearances. The Broncos boast 300 consecutive sellouts under Bowlen. 
 
With Bowlen in charge, the Broncos have posted the same number of Super Bowl appearances as losing 
seasons – seven. Bowlen demanded excellence, fostered a culture of winning and provided endless 
resources to help the Broncos compete for titles on an annual basis. 
 
His picture inside the current UCHealth Training Broncos locker room captures his essence, reading: “I 
want us to be No. 1 at everything.” 
 
Bowlen is now considered in that light among his peers. 
 
Presented by national NFL.com writer Jim Trotter, the 48-person selection committee began hearing 
Bowlen’s case at roughly 6:51 a.m. on Saturday. Not long after, the votes were collected with Bowlen 
receiving the necessary 80 percent for induction. 
 
It represented satisfaction and relief for Broncos country. 
 
“It is well-deserved,” CEO Joe Ellis has said on numerous occasions. 
 
Bowlen bought the Broncos for $78 million in 1984. His purchase was viewed with skepticism. Who was 
this Canadian, and what were his plans for American football? Turns out, he was the best thing to happen 
to the Broncos. He brought a love for football, compassion for players and a borderline unhealthy 
competitive desire. Longtime trainer Steve Antonopoulos summed up Bowlen’s zeal to win. Rather than 
take a car to Greeley for his first training camp, Bowlen, a triathlete, attempted to ride his bike from the 
team’s original headquarters on 5700 Logan Street. He hit a pothole and broke his collarbone. He was 
mad that it would impact his workouts. 
 
“That was him. None of this success was possible without Pat,” said Antonopoulous of Bowlen who would 
bike and run from the airport during road trips. “That’s who he was.” 
 
Beyond the winning – 18 playoff appearances, 12 division titles and three Super Bowl crowns -- was the 
wide swath Bowlen across the league. Bowlen played pivotal roles in increasing the NFL’s television 



footprint, securing labor peace, expanding the league’s global brand and spearheading the drive for new 
venues, including the current Broncos stadium. 
 
“The year (former Broncos great) Shannon Sharpe went in (to the Hall of Fame), I was sitting with my 
dad,” said daughter Brittany Bowlen earlier this week. “We were having a chat, watching late night sports. 
And I asked him ‘What is the Hall of Fame? What does it mean?’ And my dad said to me, ‘That’s where 
legends go.’ He was a legend.” 
 
And layered. He was the rare owner who pushed greatness while cultivating a personal relationship with 
his players. He competed in a college football pool during the season with a handful of veterans, always 
picking his beloved Oklahoma to win. 
 
“I didn’t know how to take my owner talking trash to me. I was picking Stanford again and in short order 
I was given a hard time about (not) picking Oklahoma,” safety John Lynch said. “He was a wonderful 
human being.” 
 
Bowlen provided everything for the team to succeed from easier road trips to better facilities and bigger 
coaching staffs. He did it with a human touch. Hall of Famer running back Terrell Davis will never forget 
how Bowlen was the first to call him after his ACL surgery during the 1999 season. One of many traits that 
made him a Hall of Famer. 
 
“He was more than just an owner. He was a confidant, a friend. When I needed him the most, he was 
there,” Davis said. “There’s no one more deserving. He was special. We didn’t want to let him down.” 
 
Bowlen stepped away from running the daily operations in 2014. His presence has been missed with the 
team currently dealing with the uncertainty of the trust’s succession plan. 
 
With Bowlen, the vision was clear, defined. What separated Bowlen was his ability to strike a balance. He 
was demanding, yet trusted his employees and players. It’s rare to see someone of his acumen and power 
not meddle. 
 
It was about the players, about winning. And because of that, Saturday was about Bowlen. Finally. 
 
“He loved his players,” Ellis said. “He always wanted everyone else to get the credit, but he spoke up when 
he had to. He had a good way of applying pressure to people in this building. It was always about achieving 
excellence.” 

  



Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey become Broncos' next Hall of 
Famers 
By Woody Paige 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
February 3, 2019 
 
Of B&B, one was an all-time NFL Champ; the other was a two-time Little Grey Cup champion. 
 
The majestic announcement was official Saturday afternoon: Can-Am Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and 
former cornerback Champ Bailey have been voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Let’s hope Pat, who is in the dark stages of Alzheimer’s, knows he deservedly has earned the NFL’s highest 
honor in the hallowed Hall. 
 
In the name of Bowlen, and those you know who have suffered with the debilitating disease, please 
consider a donation to the Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado. 
 
Bowlen saved the Broncos ... and brought three Super Bowl titles to his adopted state. 
 
Pat would be even more pleased that former Broncos’ cornerback Roland Bailey Jr. – Champ – also was 
chosen Saturday on his first ballot, and the two will be inducted into the Pro Football Hall in Canton, Ohio, 
on August 4. The Broncos certainly will play in the annual HOF exhibition August 2. 
 
Unfortunately, and incongruously, Steve Atwater was not approved – yet. However, this is the first time 
in franchise history that two Broncos’ representative were sanctioned in the same year. Amazingly, 
considering that the Broncos have featured two of the greatest defenses in NFL history — the “Orange 
Crush’’ and the “No-Fly Zone’’ — Champ is the franchise’s only defensive player ever to be selected. 
 
Pat and Champ brought class, talent, enjoyment and championships in their positions with the Broncos. 
They were no-brainers for enshrinement. 
 
Champ was named to the Pro Bowl a dozen seasons and definitely was the very best cornerback of his era 
(1999-2013) or any other. Pat produced one of the four most successful franchises in pro football in his 
four-decade ownership tenure (1984-2019), which includes seven appearances in Super Bowls, 18 seasons 
in the postseason and 21 winning regular seasons. 
 
Everyone knows about Bailey’s shutout defense and 52 interceptions, especially one of 100 yards in a 
playoff game for the Broncos, and that even though he was playing injured, Bailey ended his profession 
in Super Bowl 48. 
 
Almost nobody knows that so many years before Bowlen won back-to-back Super Bowls, he won back-to-
back Canadian Junior League championships as the Edmonton Huskies’ tight end. 
 
In a hockey-crazed country, Pat always loved football. Bowlen once told me that when he was 2, his dad 
Paul sneaked him into an Edmonton Eskimos’ Canadian Football League game. At 12, he was sent by mom, 
Arvella, to Campion Jesuit Catholic School in Prairie du Chien, Wis. Although his parents lived in Canada 



(where his dad was an oil wildcatter), Pat’s mother gave birth in Prairie du Chien, her hometown, because 
she wanted Pat to be an American citizen. 
 
He played receiver at Campion, then tight end for the 17-to-21-year-old amateur Huskies in Edmonton. “I 
was an all-star,’’ he once said, while laughing, in an interview with the Toronto Star. Actually, “I played 
without distinction.’’ Nevertheless, he became a walk-on at the University of Oklahoma “until I realized I 
wasn’t going to be an All-American.’’ 
 
Pat graduated with a law degree, returned to Canada and became an attorney, then an executive in his 
father’s oil and gas company and a real estate developer. 
 
In 1975 Bowlen and his business partner provided the funds to build Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium 
for the Huskies and the Eskimos. Pat didn’t have to sneak into games. 
 
He still possessed a fervent passion for football – and vowed to own a team 
 
The Broncos were his third choice. 
 
Pat attempted in 1981 to buy the CFL’s floundering Montreal Alouettes. But, as he told me, an English-
speaking owner in a French-dominated city was unacceptable, and he couldn’t entice local investors. The 
Alouettes would fold. 
 
His next preference – believe it or not – were the Dallas Cowboys. But the price was too lofty, and the 
Cowboys didn’t want a guy from Canada in Texas. Eventually, Jerry Jones, the other current NFL owner in 
the Hall of Fame, purchased the franchise. 
 
In Alberta, Bowlen was member of a Catholic Church that Edgar Kaiser Jr. attended. Kaiser had bought the 
Broncos in 1981. “I said if he ever wanted to sell the team, to give him a call’’, Bowlen told me. 
 
In March of 1984 the two met in Hawaii, where Kaiser owned a hotel and Bowlen a home. They agreed 
on a deal for 60.8 percent of the franchise (the rest was owned by two Colorado men) for $78 million, 
more than twice what Kaiser had paid. 
 
Kaiser previously had said to me over lunch one day he wanted to cut All-Pro Randy Gradishar’s salary in 
half – from $300,000 – and that he planned to raise ticket prices to $100 apiece when most tickets were 
in the $20-$50 range. He named his assistant-attorney Hein Poulus, who had never witnessed an NFL 
game, the Broncos’ general manager. Fancy that. And Kaiser, in a talk that stunned me, said he’d consider 
moving the franchise to Vancouver because it was his hometown and he wish to be the only NFL owner 
with a team in Canada. 
 
Meanwhile, Edgar, who died in 2012, was selling off the famed Kaiser corporations to avoid bankruptcy. 
 
The Broncos were sinking into debt and an abyss, and were in danger of being sold or transferred out of 
the country. Kaiser personally swung a deal with Baltimore Colts’ peculiar and despised owner Robert 
Irsay to obtain John Elway. He made the franchise more attractive to potential owners. 
 
Bowlen became the Broncos’ fourth owner. My initial reaction in a column was: “Another one, eh?’’ 
 



Pat was different. Yet, in our first one-on-one conversation, he said: “I’m permanently committed to the 
Broncos and Denver. We put it in the (purchase) contract. I will die with my boots on owning the Broncos. 
I’m giving up my other stuff. I’m moving here, and working full time with the football franchise, and my 
only goal is be No. 1 and win Super Bowls.’’ 
 
Then he showed up on the sideline at Mile High Stadium on a cold day in a full-length fur coat. 
 
However, he built the Broncos into a superior team, led by Elway, that advanced to the Super Bowl (and 
lost) three times in the 1980s, and he spent almost all of his riches (and had to borrow more) to build 
another dynamic team in the 1990s that twice won the Super Bowl. He also led the charge, and put up 
$150 million of the cost, to build a new stadium when Mile High was literally falling down. 
 
And, even after Pat first disclosed to me in a phone interview in 2009, that he was suffering from “short-
term memory loss’’ and couldn’t remember details from the two Super Bowl championships, he would 
build another exceptional team. His last major decisions were to hire Elway to run the football operations 
and to agree that the Broncos sign Peyton Manning. Two more Super Bowls – the last No. 50 in which the 
Broncos won – resulted 
 
Bowlen changed the landscape of the Broncos and the entire NFL – spearheading the selection of Paul 
Tagliabue as commissioner and chairing the ownership committee that signed the league’s largest TV 
package with multiple networks ($11 billion). Bowlen was responsible for creating Sunday Night Football. 
 
Pat, interestingly enough, served on the league’s Hall of Fame committee. 
 
In 2013, at the last major public charity event Pat attended in Denver, he received a philanthropic award 
for the hundreds of millions of dollars he had donated to causes in Denver and Colorado. Bowlen did not 
speak. On the podium he was physically supported by the Broncos only Hall of Famers — Elway, Floyd 
Little, Shannon Sharpe and Gary Zimmerman. The occasion was both wonderful and sad. Bowlen couldn’t 
have believed that six years later his bust would be alongside those four, Terrell Davis and Champ Bailey 
Hall of Fame chambers. 
 
You did become more than an All-American football player, Pat. And on a rainy night in Georgia, Champ 
never dreamed of this day. 
 
Congratulations to Mr. B and The Champ.  



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, former cornerback Champ 
Bailey elected to Hall of Fame 
By STAFF 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
February 3, 2019 
 
Three Broncos are headed to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey and Ty Law were among the eight-person class announced by the NFL on 
Saturday. 
 
Joining them will be Tony Gonzalez, Ed Reed, Kevin Mawae, Johnny Robinson and Gil Brandt. 
 
Two other former Broncos, safeties John Lynch and Steve Atwater, were among the finalists but did not 
get into the hall. 
 
Bowlen, the team's owner, has made no major public appearances since Alzheimer's forced him to step 
down from his daily duties running the team in 2013. 
 
Under Bowlen's 35-year leadership, the Broncos have reached the playoffs 18 times and won 13 AFC West 
crowns, seven conference championships and three Super Bowl titles. 
 
Bowlen, who turns 75 this month, is the first owner in pro football history to win 300 games in three 
decades and he was the fastest (581 games) to 350 overall wins. Since buying the team in 1984, Bowlen 
has as many Super Bowl appearances as losing seasons, and the Broncos' .598 winning percentage is third 
in the league. 
 
Bailey played 15 years — five with Washington, then 10 more with Denver after the Redskins swapped 
him for Clinton Portis. Like so many great cornerbacks, Bailey did not rewrite the record book, in part 
because he was, for a huge chunk of his career, considered the best cover guy in the league. So most 
quarterbacks simply avoided him. 
 
Law played most of his career with the New England Patriots. He played for Denver in 2009, his final 
season in the NFL. 

  



Worth the wait: Owner Pat Bowlen elected to Hall of 
Fame, reaches pro football immortality 
By Aric DiLalla 
DenverBroncos.com 
February 3, 2019 
 
At 4:16 p.m. ET on Saturday afternoon, five sharp raps came on the door of conference room E on the 
lower level of the Hyatt Regency Atlanta. 
 
For the last 90 minutes, the 17 people inside the room had waited for that knock from Pro Football Hall 
of Fame president David Baker. 
 
Some were eager. Some were anxious. But they all wanted to hear whether Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen 
had earned a place in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
“My heart is up in my throat,” one of his six children who were waiting for the news said of their nerves. 
 
There had been several near false alarms. At one point, caterers in an adjoining room made noises loud 
enough to grab the attention of those in the room. 
 
But mostly, they found ways to pass time as they waited for their father to achieve pro football 
immortality. 
 
There was singing — a song by John Denver, one of Bowlen’s favorite artists — and reminiscing about 
their favorite moments with their father, as well as some guesses as to how he might've reacted to the 
news. They listened to the Broncos’ executive vice president of public and community relations, Patrick 
Smyth, as he explained how Bowlen’s election could begin to make up for Denver’s lack of Hall of Famers 
in relation to other franchises that have achieved similar levels of success. 
 
They peppered him for any information on who was in or out of the Hall of Fame, but there wasn’t much 
to share. All they could do was wait. 
 
On several occasions, one of the Bowlens approached the conference room door to peer through the 
crack and look for a sign of Baker. 
 
Baker’s arrival, though, came soon enough. 
 
Before he’d arrived, there had been a plan of how to proceed if there were a knock. Christianna — 
Bowlen’s youngest daughter — would open the door and greet Baker. Then, after listening to Baker, the 
family would yell in unison, “This one’s for Pat!” 
 
But in the moment, the people in the room couldn’t help but scream and yell when Baker knocked on the 
door. And it took a few moments before — through some tears — the family yelled out the line. 
 
Who could blame them? 
 



After 35 years as an owner, Bowlen was at last elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
And they celebrated in the best way they could. Although Bowlen couldn’t be in Atlanta for the 
announcement, his family FaceTimed him in the moments afterward to share the news. 
 
“There were a ton of emotions and it was incredible to be able to experience it together as a family,” his 
daughter Brittany Bowlen said. “We FaceTimed my dad and he was there with his best friend, my mom 
and the people that help take care of him. It was surreal to be able to tell him that he was a legend.” 
 
The moments that followed came quickly as the family was whisked to a room with the other Hall of Fame 
electees and then to the Fox Theatre to be recognized in front of the crowd at NFL Honors. 
 
Brittany and his son Patrick Bowlen Jr. represented the family on stage alongside the other members of 
the Class of 2019 — and the moment began to feel a bit more real. 
 
As they approach the enshrinement ceremony in August, that should only continue. 
 
“I think we’ll all shed some tears probably in private,” his daughter Beth Bowlen Wallace said. “We have 
lots of time to grasp what this honor is because August is months away. We’ll certainly as a family look 
forward to planning how we’re going to honor our father and his induction.” 
 
Most around the NFL, though, won’t wait until August to honor Bowlen’s contributions. 
 
Former Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning, who joined Denver in 2012, was one of several former 
players to express his congratulations. 
 
“Mr. Bowlen was a big reason why I ended up coming to Denver to play for the Broncos,” Manning said. 
“His legacy of winning is incredible. I am very honored to have played for Pat Bowlen and congratulate his 
entire family.” 
 
In many ways, that legacy was bettered on Saturday night in Atlanta as Pat Bowlen took a final step into 
the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
For years, he’s been identified by his winning percentage. By his total number of victories. His Super Bowl 
titles. His NFL contributions. His impact on the NFL community. 
 
But now, he’ll be recognized as something else: a Pro Football Hall of Famer. 
 
It’s an honor that was worth the wait. 

  



Owner Pat Bowlen, cornerback Champ Bailey elected to 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By Aric DiLalla 
DenverBroncos.com 
February 3, 2019 
 
For weeks, those closest to Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen said it would mean a great deal to him if he could 
be elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame alongside one of his former players. 
 
On Saturday, that presumed hope was realized as Bowlen was selected for the Hall of Fame’s Class of 
2019 alongside former Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey. 
 
Bowlen and Bailey join Kevin Mawae, Ty Law, Ed Reed, Tony Gonzalez, Johnny Robinson and Gil Brandt to 
comprise the Class of 2019. 
 
Bowlen was nominated in August as a Contributor, while Bailey became the franchise’s first defensive 
player to be elected into the Hall. Bailey joins John Elway as the only Broncos to become first-ballot Hall 
of Famers. 
 
The Broncos now have seven members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, as Bowlen and Bailey join Elway, 
Gary Zimmerman, Floyd Little, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis in Canton. 
 
Bowlen joined those ranks after three-plus decades of contributions to the NFL and the Broncos. 
 
At the league level, Bowlen was instrumental in procuring TV deals and increasing the international reach 
for the growing league. Bowlen also served a combined 91 seasons on 15 different NFL committees. 
 
His success with the Broncos, meanwhile, is nearly unmatched in the NFL, as the Broncos have as many 
Super Bowl appearances (seven) as losing seasons under Bowlen’s tenure. He became the first owner to 
record 300 overall wins in his first 30 years, and the Broncos have notched the fourth-highest winning 
percentage among all American professional sports teams under Bowlen’s leadership. 
 
And in a talented class of Modern-Era finalists, Bailey stood out. 
 
Bailey tallied 12 Pro Bowls in his career — the most in history by a cornerback — and recorded 10 
interceptions in 2006. He joins Reed and Gonzalez as members of this year’s class who gained entry to the 
Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility. 
 
“I actually played with two first-ballot Hall of Famers in [Washington], and it’s a must that I follow in their 
footsteps,” Bailey said Friday before he learned he had been elected. “The only problem now is that I have 
no control. Everything I had control over has been done five year ago and before that. It would mean a 
lot, I’m not going to dwell on it either way. I’m just going to enjoy the process.” 
 
While Bailey and Bowlen gained election, two former Broncos must wait at least one more year to reach 
the Hall of Fame. 
 



Steve Atwater (two-time finalist) and John Lynch (six-time finalist) were among the 10 Modern-Era 
finalists who were not selected. 
 
There should be hope for both men, though: Since 1970, nearly 90 percent of finalists have eventually 
gained election into the Hall, per the Hall of Fame. 
 
Saturday, though, was about Bowlen and Bailey, who are the newest electees to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 
 
The process is not yet complete — the two men will be enshrined in Canton in August — but after years 
of waiting, they have cleared the last hurdle. 
 
Pat Bowlen and Champ Bailey are Pro Football Hall of Famers.  



Pro Football Hall of Fame's 8-person class includes Ed 
Reed, Ty Law, Champ Bailey, Tony Gonzalez 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
February 3, 2019 
 
Defense dominated the Pro Football Hall of Fame's Class of 2019, a day before two of the NFL's most high-
powered offenses will face each other to decide Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 
 
Four defensive backs -- Ed Reed, Champ Bailey, Ty Law and seniors finalist Johnny Robinson -- were among 
the eight men selected for enshrinement by the Hall's Board of Selectors on Saturday at the Georgia World 
Congress Center. 
 
Tight end Tony Gonzalez and center Kevin Mawae as well as Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and longtime 
personnel executive Gil Brandt were also chosen Saturday for enshrinement. 
 
Members of Bowlen's family, on hearing of his selection, video chatted with Bowlen, who remained in 
Colorado. Bowlen suffers from Alzheimer's disease and stepped away from the franchise's day-to-day 
operations in 2014. 
 
The Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be held Aug. 3, in Canton, Ohio. 
 
For the second consecutive year, the Hall of Fame class included three players in their first years of 
eligibility in Bailey, Reed and Gonzalez. Those three players combined for 35 Pro Bowl selections as well 
as 14 first-team All-Pro nods. A year ago, Randy Moss, Ray Lewis and Brian Urlacher were named to the 
Hall of Fame's Class of 2018 in their first years of eligibility. 
 
The run of first-time-eligible players getting fitted for the Hall's signature gold jacket might not be slowed 
in the next two years, when former Steelers safety Troy Polamalu, former Colts wide receiver Reggie 
Wayne and former 49ers linebacker Patrick Willis are among the first-time-eligible players. 
 
In 2021, it becomes even more of a star-studded field as former Colts and Broncos quarterback Peyton 
Manning, former Packers and Raiders defensive back Charles Woodson and former Lions wide receiver 
Calvin Johnson will be among the first-time-eligible players. 
 
The Board of Selectors met for 7½ hours Saturday ahead of Super Bowl LIII. This year's finalists included 
five defensive backs among the 15 modern-era finalists -- former Broncos safety Steve Atwater, who made 
the cutdown from 15 finalists to 10 earlier Saturday morning, and John Lynch were the others. Four 
offensive linemen -- Mawae, Steve Hutchinson, Alan Faneca and Tony Boselli -- were among the 15 
finalists. 
 
But Saturday's class marks a general departure from the usual Hall voting, given that offensive players 
make up roughly 60 percent of those currently enshrined to 40 percent for defensive players. 
 
Reed is the first pure safety in 33 years to get voted into the Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility after 
a career that began in 2002 and ended after the 2013 season. The previous one to reach on the first ballot 



was Ken Houston in 1986. Among the modern-era finalists, the discussion about Reed inside the selection 
room Saturday was the shortest, lasting just 2 minutes, 20 seconds. 
 
"Smartest player I ever coached," Brian Billick, Reed's former coach with the Baltimore Ravens, said. 
 
Bailey made 52 interceptions for the Redskins and Broncos in 1999-2013 despite opposing quarterbacks 
avoiding him for the majority of his career. 
 
"This is home and timing was just right for it," said Bailey, who grew up in Folkston, Georgia, and played 
college ball at Georgia. 
 
In a 17-year career that ended with the 2013 season, Gonzalez caught 1,325 passes, the second-most in 
NFL history, for 111 touchdowns. He was a six-time All-Pro and made 14 Pro Bowls. 
 
"I knew I had a good chance, I'm not going to lie about that," Gonzalez said of his induction. "Still, when 
you hear the knock, your heart drops." 
 
Law, who played from 1995 through 2009, won three Super Bowls with the Patriots and returned a pick 
for a touchdown that gave New England an early lead in their first title victory, over the Rams following 
the 2001 season. 
 
"It's surreal to get this honor while my former team is playing," said Law, who will be on hand when the 
Patriots again play the Rams for the title Sunday. 
 
Mawae, a three-time All-Pro lineman during a career that spanned from 1994 through 2009, also said he 
was excited when he heard the news. 
 
"Threw my phone across the room," the former Seahawk, Jet and Titan said. "I had a higher vertical than 
at the combine." 
 
Both contributor finalists -- Bowlen and Brandt -- were lauded for their long, distinguished careers and 
contributions to the league. Bowlen's Broncos have had as many Super Bowl appearances as losing 
seasons -- seven -- since Bowlen purchased the team in 1984. 
 
Brandt's long tenure with the Dallas Cowboys included 20 consecutive winning seasons, from the 1960s 
into the 1980s, marked by innovation and the establishment of the roots of the structure most teams now 
use in evaluating personnel. 

  



2019 Pro Football Hall of Fame class: Meet the newest 
members 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
February 3, 2019 
 
For the second consecutive year, youth was emphatically served in the newest class for the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. 
 
Three first-time-eligible players -- Champ Bailey, Tony Gonzalez and Ed Reed -- were selected to the Class 
of 2019. The Class of 2018 also included three first-time-eligible players: Ray Lewis, Randy Moss and Brian 
Urlacher. 
 
The other modern-era finalists who will be enshrined are Kevin Mawae and Ty Law. Contributors Pat 
Bowlen and Gil Brandt, as well as Seniors finalist Johnny Robinson were also selected for enshrinement. 
 
The group of eight will be inducted into the Hall of Fame on Aug. 3 in Canton, Ohio. 
 
Here's a closer look at the Class of 2019: 
 
MODERN ERA 
 
CHAMP BAILEY | CORNERBACK 
 
Washington Redskins, 1999-2003; Denver Broncos, 2004-2013 
 
Bailey was a 12-time Pro Bowl selection, three-time first-team All-Pro and an All-Decade pick for the 
2000s. He finished his career with 52 interceptions. 
 
Why he was elected: Bailey was among the best to play the position, both in his era and of all time. 
Smooth, unassuming and supremely confident, Bailey usually let his play do his talking and the only 
nickname Roland Bailey had for much of his career is the one his mom gave him -- Champ. 
 
Signature moment: Former Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas once was asked if there was a play 
that summed up Bailey's talents and he said, "They all do; everything he does is great." But for many 
Broncos fans, it would be Bailey's interception of Tom Brady in the end zone during a 2005 AFC divisional 
round game, and his return of 100 yards before being blasted by Patriots tight end Ben Watson. 
 
He said it: "I had young players ask me all the time about which [cornerbacks] they should study to get 
better. I tell them, 'Study 'em all, but [I'm] not sure what you'll get from looking at Champ because I don't 
know I've ever seen anybody who could do what Champ does every day." -- Former Broncos defensive 
coordinator Larry Coyer 
 
TONY GONZALEZ | TIGHT END 
 
Kansas City Chiefs, 1997-2008; Atlanta Falcons, 2009-2013 



 
Gonzalez was a finalist his first year of eligibility. He was a 14-time Pro Bowl selection, led the league in 
receptions (102) in 2004 and finished among the league's top 10 in receptions five times. He is No. 2 in 
career receptions with 1,325. 
 
Why he was elected: Gonzalez was the first tight end to be enshrined in his first year of eligibility. Ditka 
waited until his 12th year of eligibility -- and he had been selected to the league’s 75th anniversary team 
-- and John Mackey was in his 15th year of eligibility. Only Jerry Rice caught more passes than Gonzalez, 
whose 15,127 career receiving yards make him the only tight end in the league's top 20 in that category. 
 
Signature moment: Gonzalez has said his one-handed touchdown catch against the Eagles in 2011 may 
have been his best play. Overall, his 102-catch, 1,258-yard, seven-touchdown season in 2004 -- he was 
the first tight end to reach the 100-catch mark in a season -- is hard to ignore. 
 
He said it: "Adversity in life teaches you." – Gonzalez 
 
TY LAW | CORNERBACK 
 
New England Patriots, 1995-2004; New York Jets, 2005, 2008; Kansas City Chiefs, 2006-2007; Denver 
Broncos, 2009 
 
Law was a five-time Pro Bowl selection and a three-time Super Bowl winner who did some of his best work 
in the postseason. He had six interceptions in 13 career postseason games, including three in the Patriots' 
run to close out the 2003 season with a Lombardi trophy. He finished with 53 career interceptions, 
including a league-leading 10 in 2005 as a 31-year-old. 
 
Why he was elected: Those who played with him talk of his excellence over his career, but the fact he was 
often such a prominent figure in playoff games -- in one-and-done situations -- lift him above so many 
others. 
 
Signature moment: Sure, there is the pick-six interception against Kurt Warner in Super Bowl XXXVI. But 
a day that may stand above all others in his career is the 2003 AFC Championship Game, when Law 
intercepted Manning three times in a Patriots win. 
 
He said it: "Bet on yourself. ... Believe me, if you do, you'll win." -- Law in The Players' Tribune 
 
ED REED | SAFETY 
 
Baltimore Ravens, 2002-2012; New York Jets, 2013; Houston Texans, 2013 
 
The nine-time Pro Bowl selection led the league in interceptions three times and finished as the all-time 
leader in interception-return yardage (1,590). Reid scored 13 non-offensive touchdowns in his career, 
including seven interception returns and two fumble returns. He earned a Super Bowl ring in his final year 
with the Ravens. 
 
Why he was elected: He had seven seasons when he had more than 100 yards worth of interception 
returns, four with more than 150 yards and two seasons with more than 200. Toss in those 13 



touchdowns, a pile of big plays in the biggest moments to go with five first-team All-Pro selections and 
you end up with a bust in Canton. 
 
Signature moment: It is difficult to sift through the list, but his 108-yard interception return for a 
touchdown against the Eagles in 2008 likely tops the list. It broke his record of a 106-yard interception 
return for a touchdown in 2007 against the Cleveland Browns. The 108-yarder was one of three defensive 
touchdowns Reed had in 2008. 
 
He said it: "Advice? Work, work, work. And then do it some more." – Reed 
 
KEVIN MAWAE | CENTER 
 
Seattle Seahawks, 1994-1997; New York Jets, 1998-2005; Tennessee Titans, 2006-2009 
 
Mawae was a three-time finalist for the Hall of Fame. He played 16 seasons and was a no-nonsense leader 
on three of those teams who helped lift the offense he played in each time. In eight of his 16 seasons, the 
offenses he played in finished in the league’s top five in rushing. 
 
Why he was elected: On the field and in the locker room, Mawae’s work was universally lauded by his 
former coaches and teammates. When he was with the Titans, Mawae actually led meetings with the 
offensive line and the running backs without coaches present to get in the extra work he believed the 
group needed. He blocked for five different running backs who combined for 13 1,000-yard rushing 
seasons. He was selected to eight Pro Bowls and was an All-Decade selection for the 2000s. 
 
Signature moment: For the center’s career, many of his coaches said it was the fact they could run plays 
in their offense other teams couldn’t run because of Mawae’s athleticism. Hall of Fame running back Curtis 
Martin said he wondered on several of his touchdown runs if Mawae “would beat me to the end zone 
because he was such a good athlete.” 
 
He said it: “He could do things other centers couldn’t do, pull out on sweeps, make that long reach block 
on players other guys simply couldn’t make. The only other (center) is his era I could compare to him is 
Dermontti Dawson (Pittsburgh Steelers) and he’s in the Hall of Fame.’’ – Hall of Fame coach Bill Parcells 
 
SENIORS 
 
JOHNNY ROBINSON | SAFETY 
 
Dallas Texans/Kansas City Chiefs, 1960-1971 
 
Robinson was a seven-time Pro Bowl selection, as well as a six-time first-team All-Pro selection as a 
defensive player. He started his career on offense, rushing for 458 yards as a rookie and had two 600-yard 
receiving seasons in the earliest days of the AFL. 
 
Why he was elected: He led the AFL in interceptions with 10 in 1966, and then led the NFL in interceptions 
with 10 in 1970, the year of the NFL/AFL merger -- at age 32. Though he played his first two seasons on 
offense, he still retired with 57 interceptions; only three players had more when his career ended in 1971. 
 



Signature moment: In the Chiefs' 23-7 victory over the Minnesota Vikings in Super Bowl IV, Robinson 
played with three broken ribs and finished with an interception and fumble recovery. 
 
He said it: "Simply put, Johnny Robinson is one of the greatest safeties I ever faced and I can’t really think 
of any that I’ve seen in the last 50 years since that have been better." -- Hall of Famer Lance Alworth 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
 
GIL BRANDT | VP OF PLAYER PERSONNEL 
 
Dallas Cowboys, 1960-1989 
 
How teams evaluate players can be traced to Brandt's long run with the Cowboys, including the use of 
computers, tracking multisport athletes and mining small-college talent. 
 
Why he was elected: The Cowboys with Brandt, Tom Landry and Tex Schramm are generally credited, in 
addition to the success on the field, with bringing scouting and the evaluation of players into the computer 
age. The Cowboys also mined smaller schools for talent -- such as Hall of Famer Bob Hayes -- as well as 
scouting players in other sports, given they were regulars at the NCAA track and field meet. The also were 
scouting in Europe and Canada. 
 
Signature moment: Beyond the 20 consecutive winning seasons and 13 division titles the Cowboys had 
during his tenure, he has said the Cowboys' two Super Bowl wins (VI, XII) would top the list. 
 
He said it: "I was always proud of how we did it, how we built the team and the way we went about it -- 
always proud of that." – Brandt 
 
PAT BOWLEN | OWNER 
 
Denver Broncos, 1984-present 
 
He is the only owner in NFL history whose team tallied 300 wins in the first 30 years of his tenure. The 
Broncos have won three Super Bowls and played in seven of them since he purchased the team in 1984. 
He also served as an important voice in league affairs during his time on several committees, including 
the management council executive committee and broadcasting committee. 
 
Why he was elected: Bowlen is the only owner in the Super Bowl era to have four different head coaches 
take his team to the Super Bowl. And during his tenure, the Broncos have had the same number of losing 
seasons as Super Bowl appearances. 
 
Signature moment: When the Broncos finally broke through with a win over the Green Bay Packers in 
Super Bowl XXXII, Bowlen accepted the Vince Lombardi Trophy and shouted, "This one's for John," 
meaning Hall of Fame quarterback John Elway. 
 
He said it: "We want to be No. 1 in everything." – Bowlen 

  



Pro Football Hall of Fame: Tony Gonzalez, Ed Reed, 
Champ Bailey headline 2019 class  
By Michael Middlehurst-Schwartz 
USA Today 
February 3, 2019 
 
The Pro Football Hall of Fame's 2019 class is set.  
 
Tight end Tony Gonzalez, safety Ed Reed, center Kevin Mawae and cornerbacks Champ Bailey and Ty Law 
were all selected Saturday as the modern-era inductees for the class. Gonzalez, Reed and Bailey all were 
picked in their first year of eligibility. 
 
One senior finalist, safety Johnny Robinson, and two contributor finalists, Denver Broncos owner Pat 
Bowlen and former Dallas Cowboys executive Gil Brandt, also made the cut to join the class. 
 
Gonzalez is the all-time leader among tight ends in both catches (1,325) and receiving yards (15,127). In 
17 seasons (12 with the Kansas City Chiefs and five with the Atlanta Falcons), he was a 14-time Pro Bowl 
selection and six-time all-pro. 
 
Reed patrolled the Baltimore Ravens' secondary for 11 years, earning nine Pro Bowl berths and five all-
pro selections, before playing for the New York Jets and Houston Texans in his final season. His 64 
interceptions rank seventh in NFL history, and no other player has more interception return yards (1,590). 
 
Bailey spent the first five years of his career with the Washington Redskins before being traded to the 
Denver Broncos, for whom he would play another 10 seasons, in exchange for running back Clinton Portis. 
A 12-time Pro Bowl selection, he finished with 52 interceptions. 
 
Law served as one of the linchpins of three Super Bowl-winning New England Patriots teams. A member 
of the NFL all-decade team for the 2000s, he was selected to five Pro Bowls and finished his career with 
53 interceptions.  
 
Former teammate Tom Brady wrote a letter to the selection committee vouching for Law and former 
Patriots defensive lineman Richard Seymour, who did not make the final cut after being named a finalist 
this year. 
 
Mawae earned Pro Bowl nods in eight of his 12 pro seasons. He spent eight years with the New York Jets, 
a run sandwiched between four-year stints with the Seattle Seahawks and Tennessee Titans. 
 
Robinson played 12 season for the Dallas Texans, who would later become the Kansas City Chiefs. After 
starting his pro career as a running back, he switched to safety after two seasons and recorded 57 
interceptions in 10 years. 
 
During Bowlen's 35-year ownership, the Broncos have claimed three Super Bowl titles and reached the 
playoffs 18 times. He also stands as the only owner to win 300 games in his first 30 seasons. Due to 
complications with Alzheimer's, he relinquished his day-to-day control of the organization in 2014.  
 



Brandt served as the Cowboys' vice president of player personnel from 1960-89, a period during which 
the franchise won two Super Bowl titles and recorded a stretch of 20 consecutive winning seasons.  
 
The 2019 class will be inducted into the Hall of Fame in a ceremony at Canton, Ohio, on Aug. 3. 

  



‘Surreal’: Pat Bowlen Elected To The Pro Football Hall Of 
Fame As A Contributor 
By STAFF 
CBS Denver 
February 2, 2019 
 
Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen will be enshrined in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. The Hall’s selection 
committee has voted Bowlen in as a Contributor. 
 
“I’m just happy for him. It’s a culmination of a tremendous life in football and it’s well-deserved,” Broncos 
president Joe Ellis said. “All the work that he did for the league and then his leadership with the Broncos 
and the success he had with the team, everything he did with the community—he put it all together and 
it’s a well-deserved honor.” 
Bowlen has been the Broncos owner since 1984, and the team has won three Super Bowls during that 
time. He hasn’t been involved in team operations since 2014 when it was officially announced that he had 
Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
“There were a ton of emotions and it was incredible to be able to experience it together as a family,” 
Brittany Bowlen, one of Pat’s daughter’s, said when she and other family members learned Bowlen was 
elected on Saturday. “We Facetimed my dad and he was there with his best friend, my mom and the 
people that help take care of him. It was surreal to be able to tell him that he was a legend.” 
 
Former Broncos star cornerback Champ Bailey also received the honor as a player in his first year of 
eligibility. 
 
“I think that it means the world to him to have Champ representing the Broncos as a player,” Pat’s 
daughter Beth Bowlen Wallace said. “I think he’s sad that the two other players that were Broncos did not 
get in. I know that he would expect us to fight for them in the future — Steve Atwater and John Lynch. 
But having Champ go in with him, I’m sure he’s thrilled about that.” 
 
When Bowlen bought the majority stake in the Broncos he was known at the time as a Canadian oilman 
with a fortune built on oil and gas and real estate. 
 
Bowlen quickly showed determination to win as an owner and the team hired a respected head coach, 
Dan Reeves, and acquired quarterback John Elway. 
 
The Broncos made three Super Bowl trips in four years in the 1980s and Bowlen’s reputation grew in the 
league. His business acumen made him a star, not just in the front office but in the boardrooms of New 
York as well. 
 
As a member of the NFL’s most powerful committees, Bowlen helped shape the future of professional 
football. Record-breaking TV deals and years of labor peace were just some of the accomplishments. He 
wound up serving on 15 different league committees. 
 



After the hiring of Coach Mike Shanahan in the 1990s the team won two Super Bowls. They also made it 
to two Super Bowls earlier this decade with John Elway back on the team in a GM role and Peyton Manning 
at quarterback. They were victorious in the latter — Super Bowl 50. 
 
In 2015, the Broncos Ring of Fame Bowlen created added his name. 
 
“This represents the first time multiple Broncos have been elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame in the 
same class. Bowlen and Bailey become the sixth and seventh Broncos to make the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame,” the Broncos said in a news release. 
 
Bowlen and Bailey (as well as Ty Law who was briefly on the Broncos at the end of his career) join the 
other following Broncos who are in the Hall: 
 
John Elway (a Bronco from 1983-1998) 
Shannon Sharpe (1990-99, 2002-03) 
Gary Zimmerman (1993-1997) 
Terrell Davis (1995-2001) 
Brian Dawkins (2009-2011) 
Floyd Little (1967-1975) 
Willie Brown (1963-1966) 
Tony Dorsett (1988) 
 
The enshrinement ceremony for Bowlen and other members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame Class of 
2019 will take place on Saturday, Aug. 3 in Canton, Ohio. 



Despite having to wait far too long, Pat Bowlen went into 
the Hall of Fame exactly when he was supposed to 
By Ryan Koenigsberg 
BSN Denver 
February 2, 2019 
 
They say everything happens for a reason. 
 
Legendary Denver Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen waited far too long to get into the Hall of Fame. In 2016, 
when Cowboys Owner Jerry Jones got the nod as a contributor finalist over Bowlen, the committee got 
it wrong. In 2017, when Bobby Beathard got the nod as a contributor finalist over Bowlen, the 
committee got it wrong again. 
 
But everything happens for a reason, and on Saturday, that reason became clear. 
 
When the news came down that Bowlen will finally be enshrined in Canton, where he belongs, it came 
paired with more good news—legendary Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey, one of Bowlen’s all-time 
favorite Broncos, will be going into the Hall of Fame right alongside Pat. 
 
Just the way it should be. The way Pat Bowlen would have wanted it. 
 
“He would want to go in with a player, 100 percent,” daughter Britany said just Friday morning. “I always 
knew that my dad and Champ had a very close relationship. You could tell by the way my dad talked 
about Champ Bailey. He has a really strong character that my dad respected.” 
 
“That would mean a lot to him,” Broncos president Joe Ellis said of the idea of going in with Champ back 
in December. 
 
On Saturday, as Hall of Fame President David Baker introduced the 2019 class, the first member he 
introduced was Bailey, and right behind him was Pat’s youngest daughter, Annabel Bowlen, 
representing her father. 
 
For a reason. 
 
There’s an old myth in Canton that the when the lights go off for the night, and all the employees leave, 
the Hall of Fame busts talk, and on that first night in August, when their busts take their rightful place, 
Champ says the first conversation his bust will have will be with Pat Bowlen. 
 
“We here, man,” Bailey said of how that conversation would begin. 
 
“There would be a lot of laughs,” he added with a mile-wide smile. 
 
Maybe they’d talk about Bailey’s iconic 100-yard interception return against Tom Brady and the Patriots 
in 2006. Maybe they’d talk about Bailey’s pick-six of Drew Brees in Week 2 of the 2005 season that 
helped spark a great run. Maybe laugh about the few plays Bailey got on offense with the Broncos. 
 



They’d probably cover them all, considering they’ll be there for, well, forever. 
 
For two guys who were very understated in the way they carried themselves, it’s even more fitting for 
them to take on the NFL’s highest honor together. Bowlen would have likely displayed the same modest 
smile and nod that Bailey did when he was announced on the stage at NFL Honors. And maybe those 
similarities are what brought them close, closer than the average player and owner. 
 
“It doesn’t happen much because owners usually do their thing and players usually play,” Bailey 
explained. “There’s usually a middle ground with the people in the middle like the coaches.” 
 
But shortly after the Broncos executed the trade that sent running back Clinton Portis to Washington for 
Bailey and a second-round pick, Bowlen invited Bailey over to his house. 
 
“If you want something to eat, you’re always welcome in my house,” Bailey remembers him saying. “If 
you need a place to stay, you can always come to my house.” 
 
“It meant the world to me,” he added. “I didn’t understand why the Broncos were a first-class 
organization until I got there and a feel for who Pat Bowlen was.” 
 
That day in the Bowlen household served as a catalyst for what would become a special bond. Bowlen 
adored the way Bailey represented his Broncos on and off the field. Bailey respected how “sneaky 
competitive” Bowlen was, never one to say much about it, but always quietly displaying that fire. 
 
It’s not talked about often, but Bowlen and Bailey went out of the league together, with Super Bowl 
XLVIII being the last game Bailey played in and the last game Bowlen served as acting owner of the 
Broncos. Now, they go to the place “where legends go,” as Bowlen often described it, together. Forever 
side by side in the 2019 class as the first two Broncos to ever go into the Hall of Fame together. 
 
In the words of Pat’s daughter Beth, “It just makes this that much more special.” 
 
Everything happens for a reason.  



Pat Bowlen officially elected into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame 
By Zac Stevens 
BSN Denver 
February 2, 2019 
 
Pat Bowlen, Hall of Famer. 
 
Sounds just right. 
 
On Saturday, Mr. Bowlen officially added that label to his name, the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
announced. 
 
Bowlen’s election into the Hall of Fame — while many would argue was well overdue — was certainly 
earned in multiple different respects. 
 
On the field, the Broncos’ accomplishments under Bowlen were nearly unprecedented. 
 
Since 1984 — the year Pat bought the team from Edgar Kaiser — the Denver Broncos have been among 
the most successful sports franchises in all professional North American sports. 
 
In Pat’s 35 seasons as the team’s owner, through the most recent 2018 season, his Broncos averaged 
over 10 wins per year, compiling a 59.59 win percentage to go along with 354 total wins. 
 
Bowlen was the first owner to accumulate 300 wins in his first 30 seasons, and he’s the only owner to 
reach the Super Bowl with four different head coaches. 
 
In the 35 seasons under Pat’s ownership, the Broncos made the playoffs 18 times, which is more than 
the 17 times in which they missed the playoffs. The Broncos also have the same number of Super Bowl 
appearances (seven) as losing seasons (seven) under Bowlen. 
 
In total, Denver has racked up three Super Bowl titles, seven Super Bowl appearances, 18 playoff 
appearances and 13 division titles under Mr. B. 
 
Off the field, Pat was just as impactful helping the NFL grow to the dominant sport that it is today. 
 
Bowlen served on 15 different NFL committees, the third-most ever for an owner, and was instrumental 
in creating Sunday Night Football. 
 
Additionally, the Broncos have sold out every single home game during Bowlen’s tenure. 
 
Due to all of these accomplishments, there wasn’t much doubt that Pat would officially be elected into 
the Hall of Fame in 2019 after he was selected as one of the two contributor nominees back on Aug. 23, 
2018. 
 



This isn’t the only Hall of Fame Bowlen is in, either. He was elected into the Colorado Sports Hall of 
Fame in 2007, the Colorado Business Hall of Fame in 2015 and the Broncos Ring of Fame in 2015 as well. 
 
When Mr. B. bought the team in 1984, he was the principal owner and CEO until 2014, when 
Alzheimer’s forced him to take a step back from the everyday duties of the job. At that time, he gave the 
CEO duties to Joe Ellis. Pat remains the owner to this day. 
 
Bowlen, and the other members of the 2019 class, will officially be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in Canton at the beginning of August.  



Pat Bowlen should already be in the Hall of Fame 
By Justin Michael 
Mile High Sports 
January 31, 2019 
 
One of the NFL’s biggest blunders in recent memory was not putting Pat Bowlen in the Hall of Fame five 
years ago. Bowlen is very likely going to inducted in 2019, but the fact that the league did not act sooner 
when his battle with Alzheimer’s disease has been very public is extremely disappointing. 
 
Unarguably the greatest owner in Colorado professional sports history, Bowlen is beloved by generations 
of Broncos fans; all of which have been fortunate to watch one of the most consistent franchises in pro 
football over the last four decades. With seven AFC Championships and three Super Bowl victories to his 
name, Bowlen has proved that if you commit to winning and are willing to spend on quality players, the 
fans will always have your back, even in the bad times. 
 
The Broncos have sold out 403 consecutive home games, a streak that dates all the way back to Sept. 27, 
1970. Bowlen did not purchase the team until 1984, but being able to keep that streak going for 35 years 
is proof enough that there was nothing that he valued more than winning, and there is nothing that 
Denver values more than their beloved Broncos. 
 
The thing about Bowlen is his impact on professional football goes way beyond the Mile High City–and 
that is what makes his current lack of representation in Canton so perplexing. Between serving on 15 
different NFL committees, helping bring the NFL to Fox in the 1990s and later being the mastermind 
behind the creation of Sunday Night Football, Bowlen’s impact on the NFL as a whole is undeniable. 
 
There have been few owners in all of sports that have had as much success as Bowlen, and even fewer 
that individually impacted their leagues so greatly. Without trying to take away from previous contributors 
honored by the league since 2014, Bowlen’s lengthy resume speaks for itself. And while the NFL should 
have done right by the Bowlen family by honoring him years ago, Broncos fans will hopefully be able to 
finally celebrate the legendary owner’s legacy in 2019. 



Bowlen sisters speak on dad's well-being and football 
immortality 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
February 1, 2019 
 
Amid the celebration of Pat Bowlen’s Hall of Fame-caliber career as Broncos owner here this week, there 
has also been sadness. 
 
Alzheimer’s disease has robbed Mr. B of the opportunity to appreciate the honor he is expected to receive 
during a Pro Football Hall of Fame vote Saturday. He will have earned it without feeling its emotional 
reward. He will share it without understanding. It can leave Bowlen’s intimate loved ones and fans 
throughout the Broncos region feeling a tad melancholy. 
 
Perhaps this will help: Going into the Pro Football Hall of Fame is not an achievement for today. It’s about 
forever. 
 
There are Rookies of the Year, Most Valuable Players and even Super Bowl champions for the here and 
now. Every year there’s a new winner. Even New England and Tom Brady haven’t been able to win ‘em 
all. 
 
The Hall of Fame is an award for immortality. The longest lasting of all achievements. Every year till the 
end of time, that bronze bust is there for tourists to absorb. 
 
“It will span generations,’’ Beth Bowlen Wallace, one of Pat’s older daughters, said in a sit-down interview 
with 9NEWS on Friday. “My children, my children’s children will be able to go see their grandfather, great 
grandfather -- great, great grandfather -- immortalized in the Pro Football Hall of Fame if he were to get 
elected. It’s an incredible achievement. That’s why I use the word, ‘surreal.’’   
 
Beth and her younger sister Brittany Bowlen represented their father at the annual Merlin Olsen Hall of 
Fame Luncheon here Friday at the downtown Marriott Marquis hotel. 
 
Each daughter has stated they would like to one day replace their father as the Bronco’s principal owner 
and it was perhaps worth noting they met the Denver media separately Friday -- although they were 
bonded by the identical message that this week is not about them or ownership issues but all about their 
father. 
 
Brittany’s eyes welled with tears as she answered a question about how her father is doing. 
 
“He’s super stoic. He has a fight for life that is unimaginable. It’s amazing,’’ Brittany said. “And he still gets 
to have those moments with us.’’ 
 
 
She talked about how nearly a year ago, as she was about to earn her MBA from the Duke University 
business school, she was called in by Pat’s caretakers. 
 



“(They) said you have to hurry, he’s having a lucid moment,’’ Brittany said. “In the Alzheimer’s community, 
people know that sometimes neurons start snapping and you have that lucid moment. So, I rushed to the 
house and my dad said, ‘What are you doing with your life?’ 
 
“‘Well dad, I’m in business school. Working hard.’ And he said ‘OK. Well, start today, because I want you 
to be important.’ 
 
“And it was that Pat Bowlen moment, like, don’t give up on your dreams. To get to have those moments 
still makes it really special.’’ 
 
Beth and Brittany, Brittany and Beth were both asked, in so many words, during group media settings 
about the ownership dispute that has mushroomed into a lawsuit filed by their uncle Bill Bowlen against 
the three trustees in charge of the Pat Bowlen Trust. 
 
NFL commissioner Roger Goodell called the dispute “sad,” and “not something (Pat Bowlen) would have 
wanted,” during his state-of-the league media session Wednesday. 
 
Brittany and Beth both figuratively swatted the topic away, saying this week is about honoring their father 
and hopefully celebrating his final coronation. 
 
However, Beth, in her one-on-one interview with 9NEWS, did expand by saying the perceived discord 
within the family is based on just that – a perception. 
 
In the name of their father, can this coming together of the Bowlen children this week in this bustling 
southern city bring peace and harmony to the family? 
 
“It’s interesting that the media has portrayed our family as divided,’’ Beth said. “I’ve never felt our family 
as divided. That’s something that’s been portrayed in the media quite honestly. Certainly going through 
this experience as a family is going to galvanize us. It would galvanize any family to go through such an 
incredible experience together. 
 
“So whether he’s inducted or not, I know this will bring us all closer. But there has not been strife amongst 
this family.’’ 



As Broncos ownership battle brews, Beth Wallace and 
Brittany Bowlen offer show of unity 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
February 1, 2019 
 
For the first time since the Broncos ownership dispute became a public and legal matter, Beth Bowlen 
Wallace and Brittany Bowlen held court together Friday, appearing amicable and as if the contentious 
battle for controlling ownership was merely an afterthought. 
 
For one week at least, their thoughts are on the father, Pat Bowlen, who is on the doorstep of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame as a contributor finalist. 
 
“It’s emotional,” said Brittany, 29. “You have the really highs and the really lows, but you’re so excited. 
We wish he was here, but to be able to represent him, it’s an absolute honor. Yesterday I got to have a lot 
of great conversations with some former players, including Champ Bailey, and hearing the stories that 
they have, and they shared with my dad, and the impact that he had on their lives, it’s pretty incredible.” 
 
Brittany and Beth, along with many of their other siblings, will represent Pat Bowlen should he get the 80 
percent approval from the Hall of Fame’s selection committee Saturday to be elected. Together they will 
sit in an Atlanta hotel room, awaiting a knock from the Hall’s president, David Baker, and together they 
will field questions about their father’s three-plus decades as a steward of the NFL and of his players. 
 
Awkward? Maybe. 
 
Since last May, the future of the franchise has been whittled down to an arms race between Beth — the 
second-oldest daughter of Pat and his first wife, Sally Parker — and Brittany, Pat’s oldest daughter with 
current wife Annabel and the perceived favorite of the trustees running the Broncos. 
 
The former spent more than three years with the team as a director of special projects and earned a law 
degree but has been labeled by the trustees — team president/CEO Joe Ellis, team counsel Rich Slivka and 
Denver attorney Mary Kelly — to be “not capable or qualified at this time.” The latter spent about a year 
with the team in its business department and began a job with McKinsey & Company consulting firm in 
Denver after earning her MBA from Duke. 
 
“She’s working really hard,” Ellis said of Brittany late last year. “I’ve seen her and talked to her about that. 
It’s 80 hours a week of tremendous experience, traveling all over the country, working on different 
business case studies and things. It’s really great experience. But there’s going to be a role for her, and we 
don’t know when that will be. It’s going to be sort of on her timetable as well as on our conversations with 
her. She’s taking a lot of good steps here moving forward.” 
 
The family dynamic, from the outside, has seemingly been torn at the seam as Ellis praises Brittany but 
not Beth, and the legal back-and-forth plays out. But the two have never spoken ill of each other, and in 
a hotel in Atlanta on Friday, they embraced and mingled with former players and team staffers as if their 
bond had hardly been touched by the outside noise. 
 



In unity, they deflected questions not about their father. 
 
When asked about recent comments regarding the Broncos’ ownership situation by NFL commissioner 
Roger Goodell, Beth responded with a no comment. 
 
“I know you have to ask that question … but at this time we’re really going to be focusing on my father 
and the possible induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame,” she said. 
 
When asked when and if she’ll soon return to the Broncos in any capacity, Brittany dodged answering too. 
 
“Right now, this week, it’s about my dad,” she said. “I’m just here for him. I’m here to celebrate him, I’m 
here to have all of those emotions. And those conversations are for another time.” 
 
The display concurred with what Bill Bowlen, the younger brother of Pat who filed a lawsuit in Colorado 
seeking the removal of the trustees, said in a statement Wednesday and what Goodell urged as well. 
 
The focus is on Pat Bowlen, as the team and family make one final push to get him in the Hall of Fame. 
Supporting the efforts has been a large contingent of former Broncos — some already in Canton, some 
soon to be — who all vow that Bowlen was unique in the way he managed his team, his players and 
contributed to the league’s growth. 
 
“Anyone who has had a relationship with him, I’m sure they will say the same things: The person that he 
is, the way he treated people, the way he led was second to none,” said former Broncos safety Steve 
Atwater, a modern-era finalist for the Hall this year. “I learned a lot of life lessons from him and I try to 
model a lot of my behavior and the way I go about things the way he would have wanted me to do it. An 
amazing person and amazing leader. I wish he could fully enjoy this moment.” 
 
Last August, Atwater joined Ellis to visit Pat Bowlen and inform him that he was selected as a contributor 
finalist for the Hall. Because of the progression of Alzheimer’s disease, Bowlen stepped down from his 
role as a controlling owner in 2014 and has remained out of the public eye since. 
 
But his family and his players have stayed with him. Saturday, as Beth, Brittany and some of their other 
siblings await the news of his potential Hall of Fame election in Atlanta, Annabel will be by his side in 
Colorado. 
 
As Atwater awaits to learn his own fate with the Hall, he said he looks forward to soon playing messenger 
again for Bowlen. 
 
“It has to happen first and I’m 99.9 percent sure it’s going to happen because we’ve had a lot of Hall of 
Fame writers on the radio,” said Atwater, now a host on Orange and Blue 760. “They’ve all kind of said 
the same thing: They don’t see any reason why this won’t be Pat Bowlen’s year. Whether I’m lucky enough 
to deliver the news to him, we’ll have to see on that. Either way, whether I do or not, I’m going to be 
happy when they say, ‘Pat Bowlen, 2019 Pro Football Hall of Famer.’” 



Examining the chances of four Broncos up for Hall of 
Fame election  
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
Jan. 31, 2019 
 
Saturday in Atlanta, the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s 48-person selection committee will convene for a day 
of decision-making to determine its class of 2019 among 15 modern-era finalists, two contributor finalists 
and one senior finalist. 
 
Anywhere from four to eight members — with no more than five modern-era candidates — will be 
elected. The Broncos, long a franchise with a minimal presence in Canton, could foreseeably add at least 
one more representative at the Hall, if not two or three, alongside their contingent of Gary Zimmerman, 
Floyd Little, John Elway, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis. 
 
Owner Pat Bowlen is a contributor finalist along with former Cowboys executive Gil Brandt. And former 
Broncos defensive backs Champ Bailey, Steve Atwater and John Lynch are among the modern-era finalists. 
Each needs at least 80 percent approval from the committee to get in. The class will be announced 
Saturday evening during NFL Honors and enshrined in Canton on Aug. 3. 
 
Here’s a closer look at the Broncos finalists and their chances of making it: 
 
Pat Bowlen, owner 
The accolades and the numbers are simply astounding. Why — after nearly 35 years of owning the 
Broncos, after a combined 91 seasons on 15 different NFL committees, and after feats that include 
becoming the fastest owner (581 games) to 350 overall wins and earning as many Super Bowl appearances 
(seven) as losing seasons — is Bowlen not already enshrined in Canton? 
 
That question figures to disappear this weekend. Bowlen may be the closest there is to a lock for election. 
 
Consider his lengthy résumé: 
 
During Bowlen’s ownership, the Broncos have the third-highest winning percentage (.598) in the NFL and 
the fifth-highest in all of U.S. professional sports. 
 
He is the only NFL owner in history to have had four head coaches lead his teams to Super Bowl 
appearances. 
 
Under his watch, the Broncos became the only NFL franchise to win at least 90 games in each of the last 
three decades (they are on pace to win 90 again in the 2010s). 
 
In his 35 years as owner, the Broncos have sold out every regular-season and postseason contest (league-
high 300 sellouts) as part of the franchise’s 49-year, 403-game sellout streak. It is the longest streak in NFL 
history in one city. 
 



The Broncos have played in 349 nationally televised games, which include 164 in prime time, during 
Bowlen’s ownership. Both are league-highs in that span. 
 
Since he purchased the team, the Broncos have had 18 playoff berths (third-most among owners in that 
span) and 13 AFC West crowns. 
 
As a steward of the league, he helped broker the NFL’s $18 billion TV contract in 1998, then the most 
lucrative single-sport contract in history. He was a visionary, with Dick Ebersol, in creating “Sunday Night 
Football”; he helped with the formation of the NFL Network; was a proponent of international expansion; 
and played a key role in the labor negotiations with players in 2006 and 2011. 
 
And as a local ambassador, he has contributed close to $30 million to charitable organizations in Denver 
since the inception of the Denver Broncos Charities fund in 1993. 
 
His work at the team level is Hall of Fame-worthy. Add in the work he has done in expanding the league’s 
presence and marketability, and his local contributions to the Denver metro area, and it seems there’s no 
way Bowlen can be denied. 
 
His chances: Excellent. Since 2015, when the Hall of Fame added a provision for contributor finalists, only 
one has been denied entry: former commissioner Paul Tagliabue. Tagliabue, however, was a polarizing 
candidate, in large part because of his initial view on concussions, which he infamously once deemed “one 
of these pack journalism issues.” 
 
Although a dispute over Bowlen’s succession plan is brewing in the background, his tenure as owner has 
been met with praise and admiration from those who worked with him and played for him. 
 
Simply put, Bowlen is overdue for election to the Hall. 
 
“In reality, if you look at the modernization of the National Football League, the impact of Pat Bowlen was 
absolutely profound,” said David Hill, the former president of Fox Sports. “He had a very pragmatic way 
of looking at things. He wasn’t one to let the mantra ‘that’s the way we do things’ get in the way. He was 
always curious. He could see the media changing dramatically and he was probably one of the first owners 
to see the football team as a family business. 
 
“I think Mr. Bowlen is a slam-dunk Hall of Famer. I get emotional kind of talking about it because he’s the 
type of owner that checked his ego at the door. He bleeds orange and blue. He loves his players, he loves 
his coaches, he loves the fans. He was so quick to give credit to everybody else, I think it’s time to give 
him a little bit of credit.” 
 
Champ Bailey, cornerback 
Described by his peers as a generational athlete, Bailey spent 15 years in the NFL after a standout career 
at Georgia, where he was undoubtedly one of the game’s finest three-way players. He was a cornerback 
by title but could line up at receiver, at running back, at kick returner and punt returner. 
 
The seventh overall pick by Washington in 1999, Bailey recorded a total of 52 interceptions, including 
three in a single game his rookie year and 10 in 2006 — a season deemed by many to still be the finest by 
a cornerback. 
 



With 4.2 speed, an athleticism few could match and football instincts that allowed him to match up with 
top receivers, Bailey earned 12 Pro Bowl selections that stand as the most by a corner and the second-
most among the finalists for 2019. (Former tight end Tony Gonzalez earned 14.) 
 
The blockbuster trade that landed him in Denver in 2004 essentially offered him a chance to have a second 
memorable career. And he did. As a Bronco, Bailey had 34 interceptions and led the team in picks five 
times. His 162 interception return yards in 2006 rank second in franchise history and he is the only Bronco 
to have an interception in five consecutive games (2005). He was also voted first-team all-pro and second-
team all-pro four times each and is remembered today as one of the original — and few — true shutdown 
corners. 
 
His chances: Very good. It appears likely that Bailey will go in as a first-ballot Hall of Famer and, with 
Bowlen, expand the Broncos representatives in Canton to seven. If in the very, very small chance he’s 
denied, he is all but guaranteed he will go in soon. 
 
Steve Atwater, safety 
In the week leading up to the Broncos’ Monday night game against the Chiefs in 1990, Denver safeties 
Atwater and Dennis Smith came up with a game plan to stop Christian Okoye, Kansas City’s 6-foot-1, 260-
pound back nicknamed the Nigerian Nightmare. 
 
They couldn’t hit him low, or try to jump on his back and hope he falls to the ground. Others tried that 
with little success. No, the Broncos had to hit him straight on. 
 
So when Atwater got his opening, he lowered his shoulder and stopped Okoye in his tracks. Atwater is still 
asked about that hit more than 28 years later. But it was one of many hits that defined his career as a Ring 
of Fame safety for the Broncos. 
 
During his 10-year career in Denver, Atwater started all 155 games he played, earned all-pro honors three 
times and was voted to eight career Pro Bowl selections, the second most by a player in Broncos history 
(his seven consecutive selections from 1990-96 tie a franchise record). He led the team in tackles twice, 
in 1993 and 1995; ranks second to only John Elway in career postseason starts by a Bronco (14 playoff 
appearances) and was instrumental in the Broncos’ first two Super Bowl wins. In Super Bowl XXXII, 
Atwater totaled six tackles, one sack, one forced fumble and two pass breakups. 
 
His chances: Decent. Good luck finding someone who believes Atwater is undeserving of a Hall nod. He 
has been a finalist twice now for good reason. But the issue he may run into this year really has nothing 
to do with his career. It’d be more about the other finalists vying for one of those coveted spots in the 
Hall. Three safeties are finalists with Atwater, Lynch and Ed Reed, and the latter appears to be a sure-thing 
for the class of 2019. If Atwater is on the bubble, does he make it in over Lynch, who has a been a finalist 
six times? And do the four offensive linemen on the docket edge him out? 
 
If it’s not this year, the fact that Atwater made it as a finalist in 2016 and then again in 2019 bodes well 
for his eventual election. Since 1970, a total of 89.3 percent of all finalists have eventually earned election 
to the Hall of Fame. 
 
John Lynch, safety 



Lynch’s six times as a finalist are the most of this year’s modern-era finalists. Every year since 2014, his 
career has essentially been deemed worthy of making it to Canton, but each time his selection as a finalist 
has been simply a tease. Close but not close enough. 
 
This time around he’s in a similar situation as Atwater as a hard-hitting, Super Bowl-winning safety on the 
edge for the Hall. With the competition at safety, the quartet of offensive linemen vying to get in, he too, 
could leave Atlanta hoping 2020 will bring more luck. But his résumé will give the voters plenty to ponder. 
 
Lynch spent his first 11 NFL seasons in Tampa Bay, anchoring one of the finest defenses in NFL history, 
before signing with the Broncos in 2004 and playing his final four years in Denver. A member of both the 
Buccaneers’ Ring of Honor and Broncos’ Ring of Fame, Lynch totaled 26 interceptions returned for 204 
yards, 13 sacks, and more than 1,000 tackles in his career. He won Super Bowl XXXVII as a Buc, earned 
nine total Pro Bowl selections and was an all-pro selection four times. 
 
His chances: Decent. Six times as a finalist — that’s a message that Lynch will get in. The fact that he  
earned four Pro Bowl selections with two different teams puts him in rare company — made up of mostly 
Hall of Famers. Maybe 2019 is his year. It’s possible he’ll have to wait a bit longer, but the end game 
appears pretty clear for Lynch. He’ll be a Hall of Famer at some point.   



ESPN's Paolantonio: Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen ‘going to 
get great support’ in Pro Football Hall of Fame selection 
room 
By STAFF 
DenverBroncos.com 
Jan. 31, 2019 
 
On Saturday morning, ESPN’s Sal Paolantonio will enter a room with the 47 other members of the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame selection committee to choose the Class of 2019. 
 
Among the finalists is Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen, who was chosen as a Contributor Committee nominee 
in August. 
 
After Commissioner Roger Goodell’s press conference on Wednesday in Atlanta, DenverBroncos.com 
caught up with Paolantonio to get a sense of Bowlen’s chances of being elected. 
 
Aric DiLalla: This final vote has been a long time coming for the Broncos. How do you expect this weekend 
to play out? 
 
Sal Paolantonio: “I think he’s going to get great support in the room. I think it would be a shock if the full 
committee did not recommend that Mr. Bowlen be a contributor for the Class of 2019. I certainly will 
speak up on his behalf. I know there are a lot of supporters within the room for him. Total shock if he 
doesn’t get in.” 
 
AD: When you think about his impact on the game, how do you balance what he did for the NFL vs. the 
success of the franchise? 
 
SP: “I think the success of the franchise speaks for itself. He’s basically personally responsible for bringing 
professional football to the mountain west [region] and expanding the game to an audience that has 
obviously embraced it [and] become very important to professional football and to football in general in 
Denver, in Colorado, in Utah, in Kansas and Nebraska, in Wyoming and Montana and all over the mountain 
west. I know the Broncos have a huge following. I would call them one of the top five franchises in the 
National Football League under Mr. Bowlen’s stewardship in the last 30 years. 
 
“And then, globally from a standpoint of his contributions, he is more responsible than any other person 
for growing the game on television. That’s a pretty bold statement. Pat Bowlen is more responsible than 
any other person for growing the game into a highly televised, successful sport on television.” 
 
AD: What do you think this honor would mean to the organization and to his family? 
 
SP: “You’d have to ask them about that, honestly. I think it’s important for Broncos fans. This is ‘The 
Godfather’ of professional football in Denver and Colorado and the mountain west. And ‘The Godfather’ 
needs to be honored by being put in the Hall of Fame." 
  




