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Champ Bailey voted into Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
The Denver Post 
February 3, 2019 
 
The Broncos have a defensive player headed to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
Finally. 
 
In his first year of eligibility, cornerback Champ Bailey became the first Broncos defensive player in history 
to be elected to the Hall. 
 
Bailey, who played the final 10 seasons of his 15-year career with the Broncos, was selected Saturday by 
a 48-person committee. Broncos owner Pat Bowlen was also a member of the eight-person class. 
 
“It’s an amazing feeling,” Bailey said. “Fortunate enough for me, (Georgia) is home and the timing was 
just right for it. Having all my family around, having the Bowlen family go in as well, I never dreamed I 
would be in a class like this.” 
 
Bailey and the rest of the Class of 2019, which includes Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, were unveiled during 
the NFL Honors event at the Fox Theatre here and will be honored during enshrinement ceremonies this 
summer in Canton, Ohio. 
 
“It’s a little surreal at this moment,” Bailey said. “I’m just looking forward to the process of the next two 
months and enjoying the time with my classmates. It’s a great class. I’ll say the best ever.” 
 
Bailey, 40, was able to celebrate in his home state. He grew up in Folkston (about 275 miles southeast of 
Atlanta) and played collegiately at Georgia (in Athens, about 80 miles east of Atlanta). 
 
Bailey is the 10th Broncos player to be elected to the Hall and the sixth to have the Broncos as his primary 
team. Fellow inductee Ty Law finished his career in Denver. 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch were also finalists, but not selected. 
 
A first-round draft pick by the Washington Redskins in 1999, Bailey was already a star player when he was 
traded to the Broncos in March 2004 for running back Clinton Portis. 
 
Bailey finished his career with 52 interceptions in 215 games, was a four-time first-team All-Pro and a 12-
time Pro Bowl selection. He is only the 15th true cornerback to gain induction. 
 
“Growing up, all we had was football; at least that’s what I thought,” Bailey said. “There was nothing that 
really interested me other than football and to go through that process, I never missed a season until I 
was done. I was always accountable.” 
 
In the last 30 years, only five full-time cornerbacks were elected in their first year of eligibility: Mel Blount 
(1989), Darrell Green (2008), Rod Woodson (2009), Deion Sanders (2011) and Bailey. 
 
Bailey played with Green and Sanders early in his career with Washington. 



 
“They caught me early before I could learn a lot of bad habits,” Bailey said of Green and Sanders. “I was 
pretty athletic, but to play corner, you have to be a good, technically-sound player. That’s what they 
taught me: Be myself, but at the same time, have a plan.” 
 
Denver acquired Bailey from the Washington Redskins in March 2004 for running back Clinton Portis. 
Bailey played on five Broncos playoff teams. 
 
“I really do think Champ is a once-in-a-generation type of player,” Lynch said.  “He was that gifted. But 
you combine that with the smarts (and) he’s special. There are good ones out there (currently in the NFL). 
Champ was great.” 
 
Said Atwater: “He was a complete corner. He could intercept passes. He had great hands. He was a fearless 
tackler. He could cover. He did everything the right way. He was a leader. He impacted some of the players 
still on our team today and I think that will continue in the future. They’ll look back at Champ Bailey’s 
career and say, ‘That’s the kind of player I want to be.’ He’s had a huge impact on the game.” 

  



How much does Broncos owner Pat Bowlen love fellow 
Hall of Famer Champ Bailey? You’re not going to believe 
this, dawg. 
By Mark Kiszla 
The Denver Post 
February 3, 2019 
 
You’re not going to believe this, dawg. 
 
Maybe the Pro Football Hall of Fame really does love Denver. Or at least has started to make amends for 
the most under-represented NFL team in Canton, Ohio. For the first time, two Broncos are going to be 
inducted during the same year. But other than a piece of football immortality and a date to be fitted for 
a gold jacket, know what Pat Bowlen and Champ Bailey share? 
 
Well, you’ve probably heard how fond Bowlen was of Bailey from the time the cornerback walked into 
team headquarters after arriving in a trade from Washington in March 2004. 
 
How fond? Well, Bailey had trouble believing it when I told him. 
 
“Oh, you’ve got to be kidding me,” Bailey said. “A dog? Really?” 
 
The dog is a 13-year-old Samoyed. A regal and tough animal, whose ancestry herded reindeer in Siberia. 
It’s fluffy, white and Pat Bowlen’s best friend. 
 
The dog’s name? 
 
Champ. Named in honor of the best defensive player in Broncos history. Of course. 
 
“Oh, my god,” Bailey said. “I had no idea.” 
 
How many players in NFL history have 52 career interceptions, 12 trips to the Pro Bowl and a dog named 
after them? 
 
I’m guessing only one. So no wonder the 48 Hall of Fame electors felt compelled to grant Bailey a place of 
honor in Canton during his first year of eligibility. 
 
“When I got to Denver in ’04, Mr. B was always around. He was an owner that was far more than the guy 
upstairs signing the checks. I saw him in the morning, working out alongside us. He was on the practice 
field and always had time for me in conversation. He never stepped on anyone’s toes or wanted to be the 
center of attention. But you knew how much he cared,” Bailey said. 
 
Game knows game. Bowlen possessed the vision and strength to push fellow NFL owners and the league 
into the 21st century, helping transform our national pastime into a goliath that defines American culture. 
Bailey was the coolest cat ever to play the secondary in Denver, a shutdown corner so dominant he didn’t 



need to flash his ability in neon lights, because that 100-yard interception against quarterback Tom Brady 
pretty much speaks for itself, don’t you think? 
 
The best don’t need to boast. Bowlen never once told Bailey there was a dog named Champ, just as the 
franchise owner never mentioned to the star cornerback that Bailey was his dawg, a personal favorite Mr. 
B revered like few players over the past 30 years. 
 
“He never told me, not in so many words,” Bailey said. “That’s not something that two men really sit down 
and talk about. But it was understood.” 
 
Football is a brotherhood, in a way Broncomaniacs that despise the Chiefs or Raiders probably cannot fully 
understand. So as Bailey enters the Hall of Fame as Denver’s first defensive stalwart to be enshrined, he 
owes a humble debt of gratitude to fellow cornerbacks Darrell Green and Deion Sanders, who showed 
him the ropes when Bailey was a young pro in Washington. 
 
“The Hall of Fame was always my goal,” Bailey said, with the supreme self-assurance that never required 
braggadocio. “From early in my NFL career, it was always something I was working toward. I wanted to be 
the best in my craft. That’s just the way I carry myself. I want to be the best.” 
 
Here is why I find it particularly fitting Bailey joins Bowlen in the Hall’s Class of 2019. While everyone in 
Broncos Country has been lobbying loud and long on behalf of Mr. B, ailing from Alzheimer’s disease, to 
enter the Hall before he passes away, the father of Denver’s three Super Bowl victories never believed 
the game should be about him. 
 
The Broncomania that fills the stadium off Federal Boulevard is built on players like Bailey, who made fans 
from Pueblo to Greeley and Limon to Grand Junction treat a football team like family. Bowlen got it. He 
understood a shutdown corner, not the guy in the owner’s box, was the people’s Champ. At the NFL level, 
the rarest sight is an athlete everybody else in the huddle knows is a cut above. In that regard, the only 
true peer of John Elway in Broncos history is Bailey. 
 
During the first weekend in August, the town of Canton, Ohio, will be painted orange. Let us shed tears of 
gratitude for Mr. B and stand to cheer Champ. 
 
You’re gonna love this, dawg. 

  



Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey elected into Hall of Fame  
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
February 3, 2019 
 
For the first time in Broncos' history, there were TWO knocks on hotel doors. 
 
Pro Football Hall of Fame president David Baker knocked on the hotel room door occupied by the family 
of beloved Broncos owner Pat Bowlen on Saturday, signaling his election into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. Former Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey received the same knock. 
 
“I wish he was here so I can embrace him and we can talk a little trash together,'' Bailey said with a chuckle 
in an interview with 9News. "As much as he loved to do that. It means everything. Back in '04 when I got 
to the Broncos who knew that we would both have a chance to go to the Hall of Fame together? And here 
we are.’’ 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch were not elected.  
 
Atwater made the first-round cut from 15 to 10 finalists, but he didn't get inside the top 5 for election. 
Still, Atwater picked up momentum for next year's vote. Boulder native Tony Boselli, a left tackle for the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, also made the cut from 15 to 10. Lynch, a six-time finalist, was eliminated in the first 
cut. 
 
Lynch was inside the top 10 in both 2016 and 2017, but his momentum seems to be slipping. 
 
Bowlen and Bailey join quarterback John Elway, left tackle Gary Zimmerman, running backs Floyd Little 
and Terrell Davis and tight end Shannon Sharpe in the Hall of Fame. 
 
"Great day for the Broncos,'' said Broncos' chief executive officer Joe Ellis, who attended the Hall of Fame 
press conference. "Great day for Pat and Bowlen family. Great day for Champ and all his family.'' 
 
It was universally agreed Bailey would be a Hall of Famer at some point, but he was hoping to go in on the 
first ballot, as did two of his mentors, Deion Sanders and Darrell Green. 
 
"Champ is a first-ballot Hall of Famer,'' Sanders said as he brought up the rear of the NFL Honors red-
carpet stroll Saturday. "There's no question about that.'' 
 
Not anymore, although there was for a while. 9News talked to multiple voters who were inside the room 
who said one of the most fervent debates was between Bailey and Ty Law. 
 
Bailey had 12 Pro Bowls to Law's five. Only Merlin Olsen (14), Ray Lewis (13) and Reggie (White (13) had 
more Pro Bowl appearances than Bailey among NFL defensive players. Those three were elected into the 
Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility. And now so was Champ. 
 
Bailey went to eight Pro Bowls in his 10 seasons with the Broncos. He had the best back-to-back 
cornerbacks seasons in the past 37 seasons when he had 19 interceptions combined in 2005-06. 
 



But Law was part of three Super Bowl title teams and had one more career interception (53) than Bailey 
(52).  
 
It turns out both cornerbacks made it.  
 
“I was pretty sure that I should get in,'' Bailey said. "It’s rare that two cornerbacks to get in. I don’t know 
if that’s ever happened. Ty Law deserves to be here and I’m glad he’s in there in my class.’’  
 
Champ always did study his competition. It was indeed the first time in NFL history that two cornerbacks 
were elected in the Hall of Fame in the same year. Champ is also the Broncos' first defensive player who 
was elected. This doesn't include Willie Brown or Brian Dawkins who played most of their careers with 
other teams. Or Law for that matter. Law played seven games for the Broncos in 2009. 
 
But Champ shall be referred to as the first Denver defender to make it. 
 
“Well, I’d like to say I represent all those guys,'' Bailey said. "The Orange Crush defense, there’s about 
three or four of those guys who should be in there. I just want all the Broncos fans to know I represent 
those guys.'' 
 
Bowlen, 74, is in his Denver-area home with his wife Annabel as both are battling Alzheimer’s disease. 
What would Pat Bowlen's reaction have been upon learning he was a Hall of Famer? 
 
“I know what he would say,'' Ellis said. "He would say why isn’t (Randy) Gradishar in? And why is (Karl) 
Mecklenburg not in and why is Atwater not in? And why isn’t Tom Nalen in? And why isn’t Rod Smith in? 
And we need more Broncos players in there because the players are the thing. That’s how he felt about 
it. He loved the  players and they loved him back.’’ 
 
Six of Pat's seven children -- Amie, Beth, Patrick III, Brittany, Annabel and Christianna were here inside a 
downtown Hyatt hotel room when Pro Football Hall of Fame president David Baker knocked on their door 
at precisely 2:18 p.m. MST time to deliver the news their father had been selected for football immortality. 
 
"When there was a knock on the door, everyone just screamed,'' said Beth Bowlen Wallace, one of Pat 
Bowlen's five daughters who attended the event. "I think it was the first time David Baker ever heard a 
room full of women scream at the knock on the door.''  
 
The formal induction into the Hall of Fame for the class of 2019 -- Bowlen and Bailey, Ed Reed, Tony 
Gonzalez, Kevin Mawae, Ty Law, Gil Brandt (contributor like Bowlen) and Johnny Robinson (senior 
candidate, safety) -- will take place August 3 in Canton, Ohio. 
 
Bowlen earned his Hall of Fame nod because of his success during his 35 years as the Broncos’ owner and 
his deep contributions to the league. 
 
With the Broncos, Bowlen was the first owner to reach 300 wins within 30 seasons. Even when including 
the Broncos’ past two subpar seasons, his Broncos have as many Super Bowl appearances (7) as losing 
seasons (7). 
 
He is the only NFL owner to have gone to the Super Bowl with four different head coaches (Dan Reeves, 
Mike Shanahan, John Fox, Gary Kubiak). 



 
There were also three Super Bowl titles (1997, 1998 and 2015) and his Broncos overall winning percentage 
of .596 (9.54 wins a year) is tied for fourth among the 122 teams in American professional sports, trailing 
only the New England Patriots and NBA’s San Antonio Spurs and Los Angeles Lakers. 
 
When Bowlen’s Broncos won their first Super Bowlen following the 1997 season, what did he do when he 
received the Lombardi Trophy and was in the brightest spotlight of his life? He immediately got out of the 
way by proclaiming, “This … One’s … For … John!” and handed over the trophy to quarterback John Elway. 
 
Bowlen grew the game on a national scope as he ushered in the league’s leadership transition from old 
guard owners Art Modell, Lamar Hunt and the Moras and Rooneys to a new generation in the 1980s when 
he and Dallas Cowboys’ owner Jerry Jones began to expand the NFL’s revenue growth. 
 
Bowlen led the negotiations for the league’s $18 billion TV contract in 1998 that was by far the most 
lucrative media-rights contract in professional sports. Former NBC chairman Dick Ebersol called Bowlen 
the “Father of Sunday Night Football,” which has been America’s No. 1-rated show by far since 2006. 
 
Bowlen also negotiated the league’s collective bargaining agreement with players’ union boss Gene 
Upshaw in 2006, had his team play eight international games in the 1980s and 90s, and was at the 
forefront of the league’s new stadium construction when now-named Broncos Stadium at Mile High 
School opened in 2001. 
 
Pat Dennis Bowlen knew how to negotiate --  – he and his siblings bought 60.8 percent of the team from 
Edgar Kaiser Jr. for $51 million in 1984. A year later, the Bowlens bought the other 39.2 percent from 
minority partners John Adams and Timothy Borden for $20 million. The Broncos are now valued at more 
than $2.5 billion. 
 
Pat Bowlen stated in his trust he would like one of his children to one day succeed him as the Broncos’ 
principal owner. 
 
With both Bowlen and Bailey getting elected, there is a good chance the Broncos will play in the Hall of 
Fame preseason game on August 1. Baker said there's still a chance Kansas City (with Tony Gonzalez and 
Johnny Robinson getting elected) could play Atlanta in the game -- the league never wants two division 
rivals to play a preseason game against each other. 
 
But the Broncos are all but counting on opening the league's preseason schedule with a game in Canton. 
 
"I have a heavy hunch we’ll be coming to training camp an extra week early and playing in that game with 
two representatives being elected today,'' Ellis said. "And usually when an owner gets elected you’re 
asked to play in the game. I’m expecting that.’’  
  



What made Champ Bailey a Hall of Famer? Hear it from 
those who played with and against him 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
February 3, 2019 
 
Champ Bailey doesn’t feel like he’s at home. His high school is about 290 miles away, his college about 72 
miles and the city he lived and breathed just below his feet. Yet Bailey somehow feels like a stranger here, 
surrounded by dozens of Pro Football Hall of Famers in a luxury Atlanta hotel. 
 
“This is all new to me,” he said looking around at all the gold jackets. “I’m just trying to soak it up.” 
 
It was Friday morning, in what was essentially a party before the party. He and his fellow Hall of Fame 
finalists joined those already enshrined in Canton for a taste of what could be. 
 
What was foreign to Bailey quickly became his reality Saturday evening as he was voted into the Hall of 
Fame alongside Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, becoming not only a first-ballot selection but also the 
franchise’s first defensive player to be elected. 
 
In 15 NFL seasons, including 10 with the Broncos, Bailey amassed a record 12 Pro Bowl selections as a 
cornerback, 54 interceptions returned for 464 yards and four touchdowns and, among other things, a 
reputation as a generational player. Bailey was that rare gem that every team wishes to have but maybe 
only one or two are lucky enough to claim. 
 
But to really tell the legend of Bailey requires a bit of digging from those who coached him and played 
alongside him, and especially those who played against him over the years. 
 
High school legend 
Ronald, Champ and Boss Bailey all starred at Charlton County (Ga.) High under coach Rich McWhorter, 
then went on to play at the University of Georgia. 
 
All three were superb athletes, but Champ stood out — not only in high school but as early as junior high, 
when he was a lanky, 6-foot, do-it-all athlete. Champ played free safety, quarterback, running back, kick 
return, punt return, even coverage on special teams — and also played basketball and ran track. 
 
The sheer quantity of Champ’s playing time and production at Charlton County High was otherworldly. In 
his high school career, Bailey rushed for 3,573 yards and 58 touchdowns on 512 carries, passed for 1,211 
yards, had eight interceptions on defense, returned 26 kickoffs for 731 yards, returned 22 punts for 318 
yards and scored a grand total of 394 points. His 1,858 rushing yards, 28 rushing touchdowns and 180 
points in 1995 still stand as single-season bests in Charlton County High history. 
 
McWhorter: Champ’s senior year — we were having a great year, undefeated and then later in the year 
we had to play Brooks County. Brooks County had a player by the name of Marcus Stroud, who was a 
University of Georgia defensive lineman and a first-round draft pick by the Jacksonville Jaguars. Anyway, 
I think we were both undefeated and we went to Brooks County and we got beat bad. 
 



Then, we had an open week. And during that week, Boss was practicing also at quarterback with Champ. 
I started to take notice of how well Boss was doing at quarterback. So, I thought, “Let’s try this. Boss, you 
go starting quarterback. Champ, you go starting tailback.” It looked absolutely incredible from the very 
first time we tried it. 
 
That next game was against a region opponent, Atkinson County, and we went in the game with that 
combination — Boss at quarterback and Champ at tailback — and Champ ran for 417 yards in two and a 
half quarters. We absolutely blew them out. Then, we hook up in the playoffs against Brooks County again. 
We go over there — we lost 33-0 the last time — with Champ at tailback and Boss at quarterback, and we 
won that game by nearly 30 points. 
 
In those two wins against Atkinson and Brooks County in 1995, Champ totaled 734 rushing yards, 11 
rushing touchdowns and 70 points. 
 
McWhorter: If you look at the guys who have spent any time playing both ways in college football, it’s no 
question it’s because they’re world-class athletes. They’re great athletes. And that fits Champ’s mold. 
During basketball season, he was our best basketball player. He probably could have played college 
basketball at guard but not at the level he played football. Track, he was a many-time state champion in 
the sprint events and jumping events. There were times where I would take him and his teammates and 
Boss to football combines and people would just stand there and watch him in the vertical jump and 40-
yard dash. A lot of God-given ability, but they also worked. 
 
Jim Donnan (Georgia football coach, 1996-2000): I got the job right around Christmas of 1995, and that 
was when he was being recruited. You start listening to the people that were on the previous staff about 
what the priorities were, and that was the first guy. He and Marcus Stroud were really the bell cows of 
that class that we needed to hopefully keep in the state. 
 
“I went down to watch Champ play basketball and meet his family. That was the first time I ever saw him, 
was at a basketball game. Opening tip-off, he got it and ran it down and slammed it and I just grabbed the 
guy I was with. It just overwhelmed me his athleticism.” 
 
McWhorter: I had college coaches come around about other kids, and they would all say, “Hey, tell us 
about these Bailey kids you have in junior high.” And I’d tell him, “To be honest, I’m not ready to tell you 
about them.” I felt somewhat that no kid needs quite that kind of attention at the junior high level. But 
they knew about him and, of course, the University of Georgia signed Ronald. Ronald was a great athlete 
in his own right. When they signed him, that was the end of all of it. I had no question, and many others 
didn’t, that Champ and Boss would follow their older brother to the University of Georgia. 
 
Donnan: When I made that home visit with Champ, the phone kept ringing and his sister kept coming over 
and whispering in (his mother) Elaine’s ear and she just kind of pushed her hand back. Coaches, if you 
know a certain person is visiting them in a home, sometimes you’ll call to try to distract the visit a little 
bit. But anyhow, finally, Elaine said, “Let me have the phone” and says, “Coach Spurrier, this is Elaine 
Bailey. I don’t appreciate you keep calling here. I’m just going to tell you right now Champ is going to 
Georgia.” That was the first time I had heard that. And when she said it, it was just unbelievable for me. I 
kid Steve Spurrier about it later, but I couldn’t blame him for calling. I don’t even know if he knew I was 
there, but it was kind of unreal to hear it from her. 
 
The college years 



Champ played three years at Georgia before it became all too obvious that he was ready for the pros. By 
his second year with the Bulldogs, he was again playing all three phases — and dominating. 
 
Still regarded as one of the best multiple-threat college players, Bailey earned first-team All-America 
honors and the Bronko Nagurski Trophy as the best defensive player in college football in 1998, his final 
season at Georgia. That year, he totaled 52 tackles, three interceptions, 47 catches for 744 yards (15.8 
average) and five touchdowns, 97 rushing yards on 16 carries, 12 kickoff returns for 261 yards and four 
punt returns for 49 yards. 
 
Donnan: It was just spectacular what he could do with the ball in his hands. At the time, we had Hines 
Ward, who was a really good receiver. But we didn’t have a lot of depth there. We needed to use more 
three-wide-receiver stuff in the league we were playing in because we were trying to catch up with Florida 
and Tennessee. I just talked to him like, “Look, we’d like to use you.” His freshman year, we started using 
him returning kicks some, but we didn’t start using him on offense a whole lot until his sophomore year. 
 
John Lynch (Broncos safety, 2004-07): It’s hard to find. I really do think Champ is a once-in-a-generation 
type of player. He was that gifted. But, like I said, you combine that with that smarts, he’s special. There 
are some good ones out there. Champ was great. 
 
Donnan: He really was an ultimate competitor. We played a game over at Auburn his junior year, and he 
played way over 110 plays, counting special teams, and he got mad when we took him out on offense 
because he wanted to stay in the game. But we wanted to rest him some for defense. It’s hard to believe 
he could play that many snaps in a game. 
 
Champ: I just loved to play. That’s why I did so much. I love to do it. It wasn’t because I was good at it. A 
lot of guys are good at it, but they hate putting in the work. That’s what I love to do. When I went to 
college, it was the same thing. When I got to the NFL, I wanted to do everything. I did as much as I could, 
as long as I could, and as long as they allowed me. Then once I got a little older, I got a little smarter and 
realized that I shouldn’t be doing all of this stuff. But it’s football, and I miss the game. 
 
In addition to playing football, Champ ran track at Georgia, and his long jump still ranks as the program’s 
fifth-best mark all-time outdoors (25 feet, 8.75 inches). 
 
Donnan: At his pro day, I think he jumped way over 40 (inches) and he did all this stuff. Then, they asked 
him to run the 40. I’ll never forget: He lined up there and ran the 40 and just kept on running and ran right 
on out of the practice area. Like, “Hey, you got to see me. You know what I can do.” Showing his taillights 
— I’ll never forget that. 
 
If you had a template for what you want a DB to be — size, speed, toughness, quickness, cover ability, 
break on the ball — he had it all, and he was just an unreal talent. 
 
The pros 
Drafted in the first round at No. 7 overall by the Redskins in 1999, Champ spent his early years in the 
league learning behind Deion Sanders and Darrell Green, both first-ballot Hall of Famers. 
 
Bailey: They caught me early before I could learn a lot of bad habits. I was pretty athletic, but to play 
corner, you have to be a good, technical, sound player. That’s what they taught me. Be myself, but at the 
same time, have a plan. 



 
Bailey tallied five interceptions, including three in one game, and helped the Redskins to a 10-6 record 
and the division title during his rookie season. 
 
Lynch: Champ was unreal. You talk about the special athletes that you played with in your career that are 
just a little bit better than everybody else, even at the highest level. Champ was certainly that. I marveled 
at what he would do on the field. I think the thing that kind of went unnoticed because his talent was so 
great was what a smart football player (he was). He had one of the highest football IQs I’d ever been 
around. Just had a natural ability to pick up how people were trying to attack us. 
 
One of my favorite stories with him was back then, they actually used to tackle in the Pro Bowl, and I 
played with Champ his rookie year in the Pro Bowl. This guy was out there hitting people, and I knew how 
talented he was. He was a guy that could jump over 40 inches and ran a 4.2, but he was out there mixing 
it up at the Pro Bowl and I remember telling him, “I hope to play with you someday.” Sure, enough it 
happened in 2004. 
 
Bailey: There are moments that most people remember. I can easily go back to my first pick. I grew up, 
somewhat a Cowboys fan because they were winning when I was a kid. My first game was against the 
Cowboys, and my job was to cover Michael Irvin. I got an interception off of Troy Aikman. The plays in 
that game still stick out to me because of who I was playing and the moment it was in my career.” 
 
In 2004, coach Mike Shanahan and the Broncos traded second-round pick Clinton Portis to the Redskins 
in exchange for Bailey and a second-round pick that ended up being Tatum Bell. In an interview with the 
Broncos’ partnering radio station during Super Bowl LIII week, Portis claimed he and the Redskins were 
the victors of that trade because of Portis’ ability to single-handedly change a game. 
 
Thing is, Bailey did that, too. 
 
In his 10 years as a Bronco, Bailey recorded 34 interceptions (tied for fourth-most in franchise history) and 
589 total tackles. His 2006 season with 10 interceptions returned for 162 yards is still widely regarded as 
the best ever by a cornerback, and his five-game interception streak in 2005 still stands as the longest in 
Broncos history. 
 
Jake Plummer (Broncos quarterback, 2003-06): 2005 was amazing. Champ was on another level as DB. I 
played against plenty of guys, himself included, that warranted the attention that he deserved from a 
quarterback. So getting to go against him every day in practice and in the offseason really was awesome. 
That’s something I think people don’t realize. It’s great for your defense — as a quarterback, you love 
having a great defense — but in practice, when you go against a player of his caliber every day, you do 
nothing but raise your game up also. 
 
One of the funniest times was when we tried to put him at receiver and run him on some slant routes and, 
no offense to Champ, he was one of the best DBs of all time, but his hands were not the best hands of all 
time. He had good hands, but not quite like Rod Smith. 
 
While most fans remember the Broncos’ heartbreaking loss to the Steelers in the AFC Championship that 
season, Domonique Foxworth, then a rookie corner, recalls a much happier time. 
 



Foxworth (Broncos defensive back, 2005-07): I remember one of the coolest experiences I had that 
season. We were at an away game at San Diego, I think we won that game and — unrelated but 
interesting, it was the game that Drew Brees got injured and ended up sending him to New Orleans later 
— but we won. We clinched the division and, after the game, we were at our locker, and Champ said, 
“Let’s go to Vegas.” 
 
So, he went and told the coach that me and him weren’t getting on the team plane back to Denver. We 
took a private jet to Vegas, we landed a couple hours before New Year’s hit and took a limo from the 
private airport right to Tao. We got to a table on the rooftop, and I think Britney Spears had a table next 
to us, which was ironic and weird, and we watched fireworks from the rooftop. It was just kind of mind-
blowing because, a year earlier, I was a broke-ass college student, and one year later I’m on a rooftop 
ringing in the New Year after being the starting corner on an AFC West championship team next to Champ 
Bailey. All because of him. I don’t know what it was about me or what it was about him, but as soon as I 
got there, we connected. 
 
The shutdown corner 
For four years with the Cardinals, Plummer had to face Bailey seven times. The result wasn’t always pretty. 
Plummer went 1-6 and was picked off five times by Bailey, tied with Carson Palmer for the most of any 
quarterback he’s faced. 
 
All told, in games in which Bailey had an interception, his teams went 34-14. But quarterbacks weren’t his 
only victims. 
 
Plummer: I didn’t like playing against Champ. Deion Sanders was another player I got to play against. All 
week, the plan was to stay away from Deion or to stay away from Champ. You know that when I get the 
ball in my hands and the coach wasn’t there, I was making the decisions and there were times when I just 
said, “I’m going to go see why we have to stay away from these guys.” A few times, I could beat Champ. 
But the rest of them, he kind of showed me why you figured them into the game plan and stay away from 
them. 
 
One scenario I remember in Washington, he picked me off, so I chased him. I always tried my best to cover 
and he was running and I knew I wouldn’t catch him. He knew, too. So, he ran in the last 10 yards holding 
the football out in front of me and scored a touchdown. I was so close to getting a personal foul on him. I 
told him when he got to Denver that he did that and he just laughed. I told him, “I’m glad you’re on my 
team now. I don’t have to worry about that anymore.” 
 
Steve Smith Sr. (NFL receiver, 2001-16): I think it was 2003. I remember going against him and I beat him 
on the first play and caught a pass and I thought I was going to have a pretty good game. Then the next 
play, I came out and gave him another release and he jammed me in my chest so hard. And I remember 
in that game figuring out that I literally had to think of new release moves at the line against Champ. They 
lined me up in the backfield a few times. He lined up at linebacker, and I would always joke that if I lined 
up in the parking lot, he’d be the parking lot attendant. There was no way you can be hidden with 
formation alignment from Champ. If Champ was dedicated to you and he had to follow you, he followed 
you. Everywhere. That’s what he did, and that’s what I believe really separated him from other guys. 
 
Chris Harris Jr. (Broncos cornerback, 2011-present): He had the physical traits and the smarts. Just a 
competitive nature. He always wanted to compete. That’s one thing that’s different with Champ 
compared to a lot of other corners, is he just has a competitive edge. 



 
Foxworth: When I came (to Denver), I definitely wanted to learn from him. But what I learned very quickly 
was there are just some things I couldn’t do just because he’s that special of an athlete. The mental stuff 
of the game, I certainly tried to get as much of that as I could. But there’s one thing in recognizing 
something is about to happen, which I was capable of doing that quickly — probably not as quickly as he 
could, but quickly enough. But then being able to do whatever it takes physically to get yourself into 
position to execute is a whole another step. 
 
Smith: Very frustrating, but he was the type of cornerback — you had to study film. You had to watch him. 
At that time they were DVDs, so I had four or five DVDs just on Champ Bailey and all his plays. 
 
The guys that are playing right now don’t play the same way. They don’t follow. Champ lined up three, 
two yards in front of you, and everybody else ran a different coverage, but Champ ran man-to-man. That’s 
what he did. There are a few guys in the league over the years I believe that are really the word 
“shutdown.” Champ was that guy. 
 
Champ was that guy who would really eliminate you from the game. 

  



And then there were 7: Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey 
expand contingent of Broncos in Hall of Fame 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
February 3, 2019 
 
Jim Trotter, the NFL Network reporter and Pro Football Hall of Fame committee member, stood up in the 
corner of a large ballroom inside an Atlanta hotel, grabbed the microphone and looked out at his 47 peers, 
all sitting behind a square table. He had about 20 minutes to state his case, to plead with the other 
members to finally elect Pat Bowlen into the Hall. 
 
“A phrase we all can use in this room is, ‘It’s time,’ or ‘He’s waited long enough,’” Trotter told them. “I 
would argue that it’s time for Pat Bowlen to take his place among the titans of this game. He has waited 
long enough.” 
 
Bowlen’s wait is over. 
 
Saturday afternoon, after a seven-and-a-half-hour meeting by the Hall’s selection committee on the eve 
of Super Bowl LIII, the long-time Broncos owner was chosen as a contributor for the Class of 2019. He 
enters the Hall alongside former cornerback Champ Bailey, a player Bowlen adored, to expand Denver’s 
representation to seven in Canton, Ohio. 
 
“It’s a great day for Pat and his family, a great day for Champ and a great day for the Broncos,” team 
president/CEO Joe Ellis said. “Pretty emotional watching it come down. … It’s a culmination of a 
tremendous life in football and it’s well-deserved (for Bowlen). All the work that he did for the league and 
then his leadership with the Broncos and the success he had with the team, everything he did with the 
community — he put it all together and it’s a well-deserved honor.” 
 
Bailey, the first Broncos defensive player to be elected, is also a first-ballot selection, along with tight end 
Tony Gonzalez and safety Ed Reed. Cornerback Ty Law, center Kevin Mawae, senior selection Johnny 
Robinson and fellow contributor Gil Brandt rounded out the eight-man class of 2019. 
 
“Having all my family around, having the Bowlen family go in as well … I never dreamed that I would be in 
a class like this,” Bailey said. “It’s a little surreal at this moment. I don’t think it’s sunk in yet. But I’m just 
looking forward to the process the next few months and enjoying my time with my classmates. It’s a great 
class — I’d say the best ever. It’s been a great ride up to this point.” 
 
Former Broncos safeties Steve Atwater and John Lynch, finalists for the second and sixth time, 
respectively, will have to wait at least another year. 
 
Adding two members to the Broncos’ small Hall of Fame contingent of Floyd Little, Gary Zimmerman, John 
Elway, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis was a boon for the franchise and, for its fans, a long-time coming. 
Since the contributor provision was added to the Hall’s selection process in 2015, Bowlen has been in the 
conversation annually, always falling short of making the final group. 
 



His election grew more and more urgent with every year, however, because of the progression of 
Alzheimer’s. The disease has kept Bowlen out of the public eye since 2014, and he received the news at 
his home in Colorado alongside his wife, Annabel, who is also suffering from Alzheimer’s. Representing 
him in Atlanta were six of his seven children — son Johnny did not make the trip — who crowded into a 
hotel room Saturday, eager to receive the signature knock from Hall president David Baker. 
 
It happened around 4:20 p.m. ET and sparked a chorus of shrieks from his six children who represented 
him — all of whom later chanted “This one’s for Pat!” 
 
“All of a sudden we heard this pounding knock, and I don’t know what it felt like for Mr. Baker because he 
heard — the majority of us are women here — us scream at the top of our lungs before we even opened 
the door,” Pat’s daughter Beth Bowlen Wallace said. “We just screamed and ran to the door.” 
 
The Bowlen children then FaceTimed their father, who was with a close friend, his wife and caretakers 
back in Colorado. 
 
On stage at NFL Honors that evening, Brittany Bowlen and Patrick Bowlen III represented their father on 
stage, where they were greeted by Hall of Famers Jerry Jones and Shannon Sharpe. 
 
“We walked out there and everyone was standing and clapping and then Jerry came up and congratulated 
us and that was incredible. That was amazing,” Brittany said. “Then Shannon came over and he basically 
bear-hugged Patrick and I and that’s when I started crying. The emotions just really hit me there.” 
 
Sunday during Super Bowl LIII, Wallace and Pat’s oldest daughter, Amie Klemmer, will represent him as 
the newest Hall of Famers are honored. And then in August, it’s likely the Broncos will play in the Hall of 
Fame game in Canton as an extra primer to their regular season. 
 
Regarded as both a steward of his players and of the league, Bowlen left his imprint at nearly every level 
as an owner. His 91 combined seasons on 15 different NFL committees put him at the forefront of labor 
negotiations, and as a key player in brokering record TV contracts and pushing for international expansion 
of the NFL. He was a visionary behind the inception of “Sunday Night Football” and the NFL Network, and 
was instrumental in stadium development — especially in bringing a new stadium to Denver. 
 
Since he purchased the team in 1984, the Broncos have had as many Super Bowl appearances (seven) as 
losing seasons, and for his first 34 years of ownership never had back-to-back losing seasons. 
 
Thirty. Four. Years. 
 
The Broncos’ .598 winning percentage since 1984 is the third-highest in the NFL and the fifth-highest in 
all of U.S. professional sports. And under Bowlen’s watch, the Broncos have earned 18 playoff berths 
(third-most among owners in that span), 13 AFC West crowns and three Super Bowl victories. They’ve also 
played in a league-high 349 nationally televised games and have sold out every regular-season and 
postseason game (NFL-best 300) as part of the franchise’s 49-year, 403-game sellout streak. 
 
But he was also a devoted philanthropist and operated his team as one too. At Bowlen’s insistence, the 
Broncos are the only U.S. sports team to fully fund their own Boys & Girls Club, and through Denver 
Broncos Charities, Bowlen has devoted more than $30 million to local charities and organizations. 
 



But perhaps what made Bowlen unique as an owner in any sport at any level was his relationship with his 
players. Known to provide any and all resources necessary to help his team win, Bowlen is regarded by 
players past and present as more of a friend and father-like figure than a boss. He worked out alongside 
them in the team’s training room in the mornings. He roamed the practice fields, attended the games and 
was hands-on. But he never meddled. 
 
“Mr. Bowlen was a big reason why I ended up coming to Denver to play for the Broncos,” former 
quarterback Peyton Manning said. “His legacy of winning is incredible. I am very honored to have played 
for Pat Bowlen and congratulate his entire family.” 
 
The hope all along was that Bowlen would take the final step to enter the Hall. 
 
The hope, too, was that he’d do so with one of his players. 
 
“I always knew that my dad and Champ had a very close relationship,” Brittany said. “You could tell by the 
way my dad talked about Champ Bailey. He has a really strong character that my dad respected.” 
 
Roland “Champ” Bailey owns the most Pro Bowl selections (12) for a cornerback and a combined eight 
first- and second-team all-pro honors. The No. 7 overall pick by the Washington Redskins in 1999, Bailey 
embarked on essentially two great NFL careers with as many teams. 
 
In Washington, he had the chance to learn behind fellow first-ballot Hall of Famers Darrell Green and 
Deion Sanders. In each of his first two seasons, Bailey recorded five interceptions, including three in a 
single game. 
 
In Denver, where he spent 10 of his 15 NFL seasons, Bailey had arguably the greatest season ever by a 
cornerback in 2006 (despite finishing second in the AP defensive player of the year voting), when he 
recorded 10 interceptions returned for 162 yards. Those 10 picks mark the second-highest single-season 
total in Broncos history. 
 
In 215 career regular-season games over his career, Bailey totaled 983 tackles (837 solo), 52 interceptions 
returned for 464 yards, 235 pass breakups, three sacks, nine forced fumbles and five fumble recoveries. 
He also started 10 of 11 career playoff games for another 34 tackles (30 solo), two interceptions (105 
yards) and 10 pass breakups. 
 
“When he was beat, he could close on a receiver and it was unreal,” former Cardinals and Broncos 
quarterback Jake Plummer said. “That’s really a true sign of a great DB, is someone that can cover that 
those gaps, that separation, those short few steps. He was so quick, had great feet and he was an intense 
competitor too. You knew once the game was going that he was on. He was going to bring it no matter 
what, and you never really worried about him much because he did his job every day.” 
 
Added Manning: “Playing against Champ in college and in the NFL when he was on the Redskins, he was 
just one of those guys you knew was a Hall of Famer. Champ was a great player, and it was an honor to 
call him a teammate with the Broncos. I’m so happy for him and this is truly well-deserved.” 
 
Bailey’s presence alone posed a stark warning to quarterbacks, even receivers, who even considered 
testing him. In 2009, he didn’t allow a single touchdown in coverage on the 80 passes thrown his way. 
 



“Champ was that guy who would really eliminate you from the game,” former receiver Steve Smith Sr. 
said. “He was a guy I went against very early on in my career, and I really learned a lot about myself and 
the game by facing him.” 
 
An elite athlete early on, Bailey had the physical traits most could only dream of: the speed to run a 4.2-
second 40-yard dash, the explosiveness to record a 40-plus-inch vertical and the quickness to shut down 
receivers. 
 
A two-time Walter Payton Award nominee, Bailey was also instrumental in the development of his 
teammates, notably Chris Harris Jr., an undrafted cornerback in 2011 who has morphed into the game’s 
top slot corner. Over the years Harris has remained steadfast in his praise for Bailey, a veteran who 
believed in the rookie from the outset. 
 
“I just remember Champ telling me that he never missed a day of work,” Harris said. “He was just always 
there. I try to do the same thing.” 
 
Now, the man aptly nicknamed Champ and the owner who worked to bring him to Denver, are headed to 
Canton. Together. 
 
“The players were everything to dad. He would have wanted to share this with a player,” Brittany said. “I 
actually wore this Super Bowl ring — it’s the Super Bowl XXXIII ring (with two diamond Broncos on the 
top) — because I wanted two Broncos to go in today. I think that’s exactly how my dad would have felt 
too.”  



Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey become Broncos' next Hall of 
Famers 
By Woody Paige 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
February 3, 2019 
 
Of B&B, one was an all-time NFL Champ; the other was a two-time Little Grey Cup champion. 
 
The majestic announcement was official Saturday afternoon: Can-Am Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and 
former cornerback Champ Bailey have been voted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Let’s hope Pat, who is in the dark stages of Alzheimer’s, knows he deservedly has earned the NFL’s highest 
honor in the hallowed Hall. 
 
In the name of Bowlen, and those you know who have suffered with the debilitating disease, please 
consider a donation to the Alzheimer’s Association of Colorado. 
 
Bowlen saved the Broncos ... and brought three Super Bowl titles to his adopted state. 
 
Pat would be even more pleased that former Broncos’ cornerback Roland Bailey Jr. – Champ – also was 
chosen Saturday on his first ballot, and the two will be inducted into the Pro Football Hall in Canton, Ohio, 
on August 4. The Broncos certainly will play in the annual HOF exhibition August 2. 
 
Unfortunately, and incongruously, Steve Atwater was not approved – yet. However, this is the first time 
in franchise history that two Broncos’ representative were sanctioned in the same year. Amazingly, 
considering that the Broncos have featured two of the greatest defenses in NFL history — the “Orange 
Crush’’ and the “No-Fly Zone’’ — Champ is the franchise’s only defensive player ever to be selected. 
 
Pat and Champ brought class, talent, enjoyment and championships in their positions with the Broncos. 
They were no-brainers for enshrinement. 
 
Champ was named to the Pro Bowl a dozen seasons and definitely was the very best cornerback of his era 
(1999-2013) or any other. Pat produced one of the four most successful franchises in pro football in his 
four-decade ownership tenure (1984-2019), which includes seven appearances in Super Bowls, 18 seasons 
in the postseason and 21 winning regular seasons. 
 
Everyone knows about Bailey’s shutout defense and 52 interceptions, especially one of 100 yards in a 
playoff game for the Broncos, and that even though he was playing injured, Bailey ended his profession 
in Super Bowl 48. 
 
Almost nobody knows that so many years before Bowlen won back-to-back Super Bowls, he won back-to-
back Canadian Junior League championships as the Edmonton Huskies’ tight end. 
 
In a hockey-crazed country, Pat always loved football. Bowlen once told me that when he was 2, his dad 
Paul sneaked him into an Edmonton Eskimos’ Canadian Football League game. At 12, he was sent by mom, 
Arvella, to Campion Jesuit Catholic School in Prairie du Chien, Wis. Although his parents lived in Canada 



(where his dad was an oil wildcatter), Pat’s mother gave birth in Prairie du Chien, her hometown, because 
she wanted Pat to be an American citizen. 
 
He played receiver at Campion, then tight end for the 17-to-21-year-old amateur Huskies in Edmonton. “I 
was an all-star,’’ he once said, while laughing, in an interview with the Toronto Star. Actually, “I played 
without distinction.’’ Nevertheless, he became a walk-on at the University of Oklahoma “until I realized I 
wasn’t going to be an All-American.’’ 
 
Pat graduated with a law degree, returned to Canada and became an attorney, then an executive in his 
father’s oil and gas company and a real estate developer. 
 
In 1975 Bowlen and his business partner provided the funds to build Edmonton’s Commonwealth Stadium 
for the Huskies and the Eskimos. Pat didn’t have to sneak into games. 
 
He still possessed a fervent passion for football – and vowed to own a team 
 
The Broncos were his third choice. 
 
Pat attempted in 1981 to buy the CFL’s floundering Montreal Alouettes. But, as he told me, an English-
speaking owner in a French-dominated city was unacceptable, and he couldn’t entice local investors. The 
Alouettes would fold. 
 
His next preference – believe it or not – were the Dallas Cowboys. But the price was too lofty, and the 
Cowboys didn’t want a guy from Canada in Texas. Eventually, Jerry Jones, the other current NFL owner in 
the Hall of Fame, purchased the franchise. 
 
In Alberta, Bowlen was member of a Catholic Church that Edgar Kaiser Jr. attended. Kaiser had bought the 
Broncos in 1981. “I said if he ever wanted to sell the team, to give him a call’’, Bowlen told me. 
 
In March of 1984 the two met in Hawaii, where Kaiser owned a hotel and Bowlen a home. They agreed 
on a deal for 60.8 percent of the franchise (the rest was owned by two Colorado men) for $78 million, 
more than twice what Kaiser had paid. 
 
Kaiser previously had said to me over lunch one day he wanted to cut All-Pro Randy Gradishar’s salary in 
half – from $300,000 – and that he planned to raise ticket prices to $100 apiece when most tickets were 
in the $20-$50 range. He named his assistant-attorney Hein Poulus, who had never witnessed an NFL 
game, the Broncos’ general manager. Fancy that. And Kaiser, in a talk that stunned me, said he’d consider 
moving the franchise to Vancouver because it was his hometown and he wish to be the only NFL owner 
with a team in Canada. 
 
Meanwhile, Edgar, who died in 2012, was selling off the famed Kaiser corporations to avoid bankruptcy. 
 
The Broncos were sinking into debt and an abyss, and were in danger of being sold or transferred out of 
the country. Kaiser personally swung a deal with Baltimore Colts’ peculiar and despised owner Robert 
Irsay to obtain John Elway. He made the franchise more attractive to potential owners. 
 
Bowlen became the Broncos’ fourth owner. My initial reaction in a column was: “Another one, eh?’’ 
 



Pat was different. Yet, in our first one-on-one conversation, he said: “I’m permanently committed to the 
Broncos and Denver. We put it in the (purchase) contract. I will die with my boots on owning the Broncos. 
I’m giving up my other stuff. I’m moving here, and working full time with the football franchise, and my 
only goal is be No. 1 and win Super Bowls.’’ 
 
Then he showed up on the sideline at Mile High Stadium on a cold day in a full-length fur coat. 
 
However, he built the Broncos into a superior team, led by Elway, that advanced to the Super Bowl (and 
lost) three times in the 1980s, and he spent almost all of his riches (and had to borrow more) to build 
another dynamic team in the 1990s that twice won the Super Bowl. He also led the charge, and put up 
$150 million of the cost, to build a new stadium when Mile High was literally falling down. 
 
And, even after Pat first disclosed to me in a phone interview in 2009, that he was suffering from “short-
term memory loss’’ and couldn’t remember details from the two Super Bowl championships, he would 
build another exceptional team. His last major decisions were to hire Elway to run the football operations 
and to agree that the Broncos sign Peyton Manning. Two more Super Bowls – the last No. 50 in which the 
Broncos won – resulted 
 
Bowlen changed the landscape of the Broncos and the entire NFL – spearheading the selection of Paul 
Tagliabue as commissioner and chairing the ownership committee that signed the league’s largest TV 
package with multiple networks ($11 billion). Bowlen was responsible for creating Sunday Night Football. 
 
Pat, interestingly enough, served on the league’s Hall of Fame committee. 
 
In 2013, at the last major public charity event Pat attended in Denver, he received a philanthropic award 
for the hundreds of millions of dollars he had donated to causes in Denver and Colorado. Bowlen did not 
speak. On the podium he was physically supported by the Broncos only Hall of Famers — Elway, Floyd 
Little, Shannon Sharpe and Gary Zimmerman. The occasion was both wonderful and sad. Bowlen couldn’t 
have believed that six years later his bust would be alongside those four, Terrell Davis and Champ Bailey 
Hall of Fame chambers. 
 
You did become more than an All-American football player, Pat. And on a rainy night in Georgia, Champ 
never dreamed of this day. 
 
Congratulations to Mr. B and The Champ.  



Owner Pat Bowlen, cornerback Champ Bailey elected to 
Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By Aric DiLalla 
DenverBroncos.com 
February 3, 2019 
 
For weeks, those closest to Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen said it would mean a great deal to him if he could 
be elected to the Pro Football Hall of Fame alongside one of his former players. 
 
On Saturday, that presumed hope was realized as Bowlen was selected for the Hall of Fame’s Class of 
2019 alongside former Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey. 
 
Bowlen and Bailey join Kevin Mawae, Ty Law, Ed Reed, Tony Gonzalez, Johnny Robinson and Gil Brandt to 
comprise the Class of 2019. 
 
Bowlen was nominated in August as a Contributor, while Bailey became the franchise’s first defensive 
player to be elected into the Hall. Bailey joins John Elway as the only Broncos to become first-ballot Hall 
of Famers. 
 
The Broncos now have seven members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame, as Bowlen and Bailey join Elway, 
Gary Zimmerman, Floyd Little, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis in Canton. 
 
Bowlen joined those ranks after three-plus decades of contributions to the NFL and the Broncos. 
 
At the league level, Bowlen was instrumental in procuring TV deals and increasing the international reach 
for the growing league. Bowlen also served a combined 91 seasons on 15 different NFL committees. 
 
His success with the Broncos, meanwhile, is nearly unmatched in the NFL, as the Broncos have as many 
Super Bowl appearances (seven) as losing seasons under Bowlen’s tenure. He became the first owner to 
record 300 overall wins in his first 30 years, and the Broncos have notched the fourth-highest winning 
percentage among all American professional sports teams under Bowlen’s leadership. 
 
And in a talented class of Modern-Era finalists, Bailey stood out. 
 
Bailey tallied 12 Pro Bowls in his career — the most in history by a cornerback — and recorded 10 
interceptions in 2006. He joins Reed and Gonzalez as members of this year’s class who gained entry to the 
Hall of Fame in their first year of eligibility. 
 
“I actually played with two first-ballot Hall of Famers in [Washington], and it’s a must that I follow in their 
footsteps,” Bailey said Friday before he learned he had been elected. “The only problem now is that I have 
no control. Everything I had control over has been done five year ago and before that. It would mean a 
lot, I’m not going to dwell on it either way. I’m just going to enjoy the process.” 
 
While Bailey and Bowlen gained election, two former Broncos must wait at least one more year to reach 
the Hall of Fame. 
 



Steve Atwater (two-time finalist) and John Lynch (six-time finalist) were among the 10 Modern-Era 
finalists who were not selected. 
 
There should be hope for both men, though: Since 1970, nearly 90 percent of finalists have eventually 
gained election into the Hall, per the Hall of Fame. 
 
Saturday, though, was about Bowlen and Bailey, who are the newest electees to the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 
 
The process is not yet complete — the two men will be enshrined in Canton in August — but after years 
of waiting, they have cleared the last hurdle. 
 
Pat Bowlen and Champ Bailey are Pro Football Hall of Famers.  



Champ Bailey's Hall call: 'You couldn't ask for a better 
story' 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
February 3, 2019 
 
It was appropriate that Champ Bailey's football path wound through his home state once more.  
 
A trek that began in Folkston, Georgia, a city of 4,788 near the Florida border, saw its final leg begin with 
the knock at his hotel-room door from Pro Football Hall of Fame president David Baker, to tell Bailey about 
the next and ultimate trip: to Canton, Ohio, this summer to join the game's immortals. 
 
"I always believe that things just come full circle," Bailey said. "To go in with [Owner] Pat Bowlen, to go in 
at home -- this is what made me who I am. My state. Representing Georgia with a lot of pride. And then 
to be able to do it with the Broncos, to go in with the owner -- you couldn't ask for a better story.” 
 
Moments after the press conference announcing the 2019 Hall of Fame class, the emotion of the honor 
"still hadn't sunk in," he said. 
 
But when you earn more Pro Bowl selections than any other cornerback in NFL history, your wait for the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame shouldn't be long. Bailey not only became the second first-ballot enshrinee 
selected primarily for his Broncos accomplishments to join the Hall -- following 2004 inductee John Elway 
-- but the sixth first-ballot cornerback in Hall annals. 
 
"It's amazing to think about that -- and also to be the first defensive player for the Broncos to make it," he 
said. 
 
While other Broncos defenders are in the Hall of Fame, Bailey is the first to earn selection after playing a 
majority of his snaps with the Broncos. 
 
"I don't realize these things while I play, I don't necessarily focus on that," Bailey said. "I take care of my 
job. But now when I reflect on my career, and you can say things like that, it really means something." 
 
What means even more to Bailey is how he arrived in Denver in 2004, and how Bowlen helped make that 
happen. 
 
The trade for Bailey seemed audacious at the time. It was the first swap of players who played in the 
previous season's Pro Bowl since 1974. 
 
The bold strike to bring him to Denver deepened the connection Bailey still feels to the Broncos and their 
owner. 
 
To Bailey, Bowlen means "everything." 
 
"They wanted me there and they did what they took to get me there. It's not like they drafted me," Bailey 
said. "It's rare to pick up a corner the way they did. They made the most of it."   



 
Indeed, there is only one thing that Bailey couldn't bring -- a Super Bowl win. But it wasn't for a lack of 
excellence or effort, and his heroic performance in the 2013 AFC Championship Game on just one healthy 
foot brought Bowlen and the Broncos back to the sport's biggest stage for the first time in a generation. 
 
It proved to be Bailey's final home game. Few final acts in front of the home fans have ever been better. 
 
"We didn't win any championships while I was there," Bailey said, "but I gave it all I had, and I know 
[Bowlen] appreciated it." 
 
So did all of Broncos Country, which will forever celebrate Bailey's 10 seasons in orange and blue, and a 
career that sprouted in Georgia, grew in Washington and then blossomed in Denver. 

  



Pro Football Hall of Fame's 8-person class includes Ed 
Reed, Ty Law, Champ Bailey, Tony Gonzalez 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
February 3, 2019 
 
Defense dominated the Pro Football Hall of Fame's Class of 2019, a day before two of the NFL's most high-
powered offenses will face each other to decide Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-Benz Stadium. 
 
Four defensive backs -- Ed Reed, Champ Bailey, Ty Law and seniors finalist Johnny Robinson -- were among 
the eight men selected for enshrinement by the Hall's Board of Selectors on Saturday at the Georgia World 
Congress Center. 
 
Tight end Tony Gonzalez and center Kevin Mawae as well as Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and longtime 
personnel executive Gil Brandt were also chosen Saturday for enshrinement. 
 
Members of Bowlen's family, on hearing of his selection, video chatted with Bowlen, who remained in 
Colorado. Bowlen suffers from Alzheimer's disease and stepped away from the franchise's day-to-day 
operations in 2014. 
 
The Hall of Fame induction ceremony will be held Aug. 3, in Canton, Ohio. 
 
For the second consecutive year, the Hall of Fame class included three players in their first years of 
eligibility in Bailey, Reed and Gonzalez. Those three players combined for 35 Pro Bowl selections as well 
as 14 first-team All-Pro nods. A year ago, Randy Moss, Ray Lewis and Brian Urlacher were named to the 
Hall of Fame's Class of 2018 in their first years of eligibility. 
 
The run of first-time-eligible players getting fitted for the Hall's signature gold jacket might not be slowed 
in the next two years, when former Steelers safety Troy Polamalu, former Colts wide receiver Reggie 
Wayne and former 49ers linebacker Patrick Willis are among the first-time-eligible players. 
 
In 2021, it becomes even more of a star-studded field as former Colts and Broncos quarterback Peyton 
Manning, former Packers and Raiders defensive back Charles Woodson and former Lions wide receiver 
Calvin Johnson will be among the first-time-eligible players. 
 
The Board of Selectors met for 7½ hours Saturday ahead of Super Bowl LIII. This year's finalists included 
five defensive backs among the 15 modern-era finalists -- former Broncos safety Steve Atwater, who made 
the cutdown from 15 finalists to 10 earlier Saturday morning, and John Lynch were the others. Four 
offensive linemen -- Mawae, Steve Hutchinson, Alan Faneca and Tony Boselli -- were among the 15 
finalists. 
 
But Saturday's class marks a general departure from the usual Hall voting, given that offensive players 
make up roughly 60 percent of those currently enshrined to 40 percent for defensive players. 
 
Reed is the first pure safety in 33 years to get voted into the Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility after 
a career that began in 2002 and ended after the 2013 season. The previous one to reach on the first ballot 



was Ken Houston in 1986. Among the modern-era finalists, the discussion about Reed inside the selection 
room Saturday was the shortest, lasting just 2 minutes, 20 seconds. 
 
"Smartest player I ever coached," Brian Billick, Reed's former coach with the Baltimore Ravens, said. 
 
Bailey made 52 interceptions for the Redskins and Broncos in 1999-2013 despite opposing quarterbacks 
avoiding him for the majority of his career. 
 
"This is home and timing was just right for it," said Bailey, who grew up in Folkston, Georgia, and played 
college ball at Georgia. 
 
In a 17-year career that ended with the 2013 season, Gonzalez caught 1,325 passes, the second-most in 
NFL history, for 111 touchdowns. He was a six-time All-Pro and made 14 Pro Bowls. 
 
"I knew I had a good chance, I'm not going to lie about that," Gonzalez said of his induction. "Still, when 
you hear the knock, your heart drops." 
 
Law, who played from 1995 through 2009, won three Super Bowls with the Patriots and returned a pick 
for a touchdown that gave New England an early lead in their first title victory, over the Rams following 
the 2001 season. 
 
"It's surreal to get this honor while my former team is playing," said Law, who will be on hand when the 
Patriots again play the Rams for the title Sunday. 
 
Mawae, a three-time All-Pro lineman during a career that spanned from 1994 through 2009, also said he 
was excited when he heard the news. 
 
"Threw my phone across the room," the former Seahawk, Jet and Titan said. "I had a higher vertical than 
at the combine." 
 
Both contributor finalists -- Bowlen and Brandt -- were lauded for their long, distinguished careers and 
contributions to the league. Bowlen's Broncos have had as many Super Bowl appearances as losing 
seasons -- seven -- since Bowlen purchased the team in 1984. 
 
Brandt's long tenure with the Dallas Cowboys included 20 consecutive winning seasons, from the 1960s 
into the 1980s, marked by innovation and the establishment of the roots of the structure most teams now 
use in evaluating personnel. 

  



2019 Pro Football Hall of Fame class: Meet the newest 
members 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
February 3, 2019 
 
For the second consecutive year, youth was emphatically served in the newest class for the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. 
 
Three first-time-eligible players -- Champ Bailey, Tony Gonzalez and Ed Reed -- were selected to the Class 
of 2019. The Class of 2018 also included three first-time-eligible players: Ray Lewis, Randy Moss and Brian 
Urlacher. 
 
The other modern-era finalists who will be enshrined are Kevin Mawae and Ty Law. Contributors Pat 
Bowlen and Gil Brandt, as well as Seniors finalist Johnny Robinson were also selected for enshrinement. 
 
The group of eight will be inducted into the Hall of Fame on Aug. 3 in Canton, Ohio. 
 
Here's a closer look at the Class of 2019: 
 
MODERN ERA 
 
CHAMP BAILEY | CORNERBACK 
 
Washington Redskins, 1999-2003; Denver Broncos, 2004-2013 
 
Bailey was a 12-time Pro Bowl selection, three-time first-team All-Pro and an All-Decade pick for the 
2000s. He finished his career with 52 interceptions. 
 
Why he was elected: Bailey was among the best to play the position, both in his era and of all time. 
Smooth, unassuming and supremely confident, Bailey usually let his play do his talking and the only 
nickname Roland Bailey had for much of his career is the one his mom gave him -- Champ. 
 
Signature moment: Former Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas once was asked if there was a play 
that summed up Bailey's talents and he said, "They all do; everything he does is great." But for many 
Broncos fans, it would be Bailey's interception of Tom Brady in the end zone during a 2005 AFC divisional 
round game, and his return of 100 yards before being blasted by Patriots tight end Ben Watson. 
 
He said it: "I had young players ask me all the time about which [cornerbacks] they should study to get 
better. I tell them, 'Study 'em all, but [I'm] not sure what you'll get from looking at Champ because I don't 
know I've ever seen anybody who could do what Champ does every day." -- Former Broncos defensive 
coordinator Larry Coyer 
 
TONY GONZALEZ | TIGHT END 
 
Kansas City Chiefs, 1997-2008; Atlanta Falcons, 2009-2013 



 
Gonzalez was a finalist his first year of eligibility. He was a 14-time Pro Bowl selection, led the league in 
receptions (102) in 2004 and finished among the league's top 10 in receptions five times. He is No. 2 in 
career receptions with 1,325. 
 
Why he was elected: Gonzalez was the first tight end to be enshrined in his first year of eligibility. Ditka 
waited until his 12th year of eligibility -- and he had been selected to the league’s 75th anniversary team 
-- and John Mackey was in his 15th year of eligibility. Only Jerry Rice caught more passes than Gonzalez, 
whose 15,127 career receiving yards make him the only tight end in the league's top 20 in that category. 
 
Signature moment: Gonzalez has said his one-handed touchdown catch against the Eagles in 2011 may 
have been his best play. Overall, his 102-catch, 1,258-yard, seven-touchdown season in 2004 -- he was 
the first tight end to reach the 100-catch mark in a season -- is hard to ignore. 
 
He said it: "Adversity in life teaches you." – Gonzalez 
 
TY LAW | CORNERBACK 
 
New England Patriots, 1995-2004; New York Jets, 2005, 2008; Kansas City Chiefs, 2006-2007; Denver 
Broncos, 2009 
 
Law was a five-time Pro Bowl selection and a three-time Super Bowl winner who did some of his best work 
in the postseason. He had six interceptions in 13 career postseason games, including three in the Patriots' 
run to close out the 2003 season with a Lombardi trophy. He finished with 53 career interceptions, 
including a league-leading 10 in 2005 as a 31-year-old. 
 
Why he was elected: Those who played with him talk of his excellence over his career, but the fact he was 
often such a prominent figure in playoff games -- in one-and-done situations -- lift him above so many 
others. 
 
Signature moment: Sure, there is the pick-six interception against Kurt Warner in Super Bowl XXXVI. But 
a day that may stand above all others in his career is the 2003 AFC Championship Game, when Law 
intercepted Manning three times in a Patriots win. 
 
He said it: "Bet on yourself. ... Believe me, if you do, you'll win." -- Law in The Players' Tribune 
 
ED REED | SAFETY 
 
Baltimore Ravens, 2002-2012; New York Jets, 2013; Houston Texans, 2013 
 
The nine-time Pro Bowl selection led the league in interceptions three times and finished as the all-time 
leader in interception-return yardage (1,590). Reid scored 13 non-offensive touchdowns in his career, 
including seven interception returns and two fumble returns. He earned a Super Bowl ring in his final year 
with the Ravens. 
 
Why he was elected: He had seven seasons when he had more than 100 yards worth of interception 
returns, four with more than 150 yards and two seasons with more than 200. Toss in those 13 



touchdowns, a pile of big plays in the biggest moments to go with five first-team All-Pro selections and 
you end up with a bust in Canton. 
 
Signature moment: It is difficult to sift through the list, but his 108-yard interception return for a 
touchdown against the Eagles in 2008 likely tops the list. It broke his record of a 106-yard interception 
return for a touchdown in 2007 against the Cleveland Browns. The 108-yarder was one of three defensive 
touchdowns Reed had in 2008. 
 
He said it: "Advice? Work, work, work. And then do it some more." – Reed 
 
KEVIN MAWAE | CENTER 
 
Seattle Seahawks, 1994-1997; New York Jets, 1998-2005; Tennessee Titans, 2006-2009 
 
Mawae was a three-time finalist for the Hall of Fame. He played 16 seasons and was a no-nonsense leader 
on three of those teams who helped lift the offense he played in each time. In eight of his 16 seasons, the 
offenses he played in finished in the league’s top five in rushing. 
 
Why he was elected: On the field and in the locker room, Mawae’s work was universally lauded by his 
former coaches and teammates. When he was with the Titans, Mawae actually led meetings with the 
offensive line and the running backs without coaches present to get in the extra work he believed the 
group needed. He blocked for five different running backs who combined for 13 1,000-yard rushing 
seasons. He was selected to eight Pro Bowls and was an All-Decade selection for the 2000s. 
 
Signature moment: For the center’s career, many of his coaches said it was the fact they could run plays 
in their offense other teams couldn’t run because of Mawae’s athleticism. Hall of Fame running back Curtis 
Martin said he wondered on several of his touchdown runs if Mawae “would beat me to the end zone 
because he was such a good athlete.” 
 
He said it: “He could do things other centers couldn’t do, pull out on sweeps, make that long reach block 
on players other guys simply couldn’t make. The only other (center) is his era I could compare to him is 
Dermontti Dawson (Pittsburgh Steelers) and he’s in the Hall of Fame.’’ – Hall of Fame coach Bill Parcells 
 
SENIORS 
 
JOHNNY ROBINSON | SAFETY 
 
Dallas Texans/Kansas City Chiefs, 1960-1971 
 
Robinson was a seven-time Pro Bowl selection, as well as a six-time first-team All-Pro selection as a 
defensive player. He started his career on offense, rushing for 458 yards as a rookie and had two 600-yard 
receiving seasons in the earliest days of the AFL. 
 
Why he was elected: He led the AFL in interceptions with 10 in 1966, and then led the NFL in interceptions 
with 10 in 1970, the year of the NFL/AFL merger -- at age 32. Though he played his first two seasons on 
offense, he still retired with 57 interceptions; only three players had more when his career ended in 1971. 
 



Signature moment: In the Chiefs' 23-7 victory over the Minnesota Vikings in Super Bowl IV, Robinson 
played with three broken ribs and finished with an interception and fumble recovery. 
 
He said it: "Simply put, Johnny Robinson is one of the greatest safeties I ever faced and I can’t really think 
of any that I’ve seen in the last 50 years since that have been better." -- Hall of Famer Lance Alworth 
 
CONTRIBUTORS 
 
GIL BRANDT | VP OF PLAYER PERSONNEL 
 
Dallas Cowboys, 1960-1989 
 
How teams evaluate players can be traced to Brandt's long run with the Cowboys, including the use of 
computers, tracking multisport athletes and mining small-college talent. 
 
Why he was elected: The Cowboys with Brandt, Tom Landry and Tex Schramm are generally credited, in 
addition to the success on the field, with bringing scouting and the evaluation of players into the computer 
age. The Cowboys also mined smaller schools for talent -- such as Hall of Famer Bob Hayes -- as well as 
scouting players in other sports, given they were regulars at the NCAA track and field meet. The also were 
scouting in Europe and Canada. 
 
Signature moment: Beyond the 20 consecutive winning seasons and 13 division titles the Cowboys had 
during his tenure, he has said the Cowboys' two Super Bowl wins (VI, XII) would top the list. 
 
He said it: "I was always proud of how we did it, how we built the team and the way we went about it -- 
always proud of that." – Brandt 
 
PAT BOWLEN | OWNER 
 
Denver Broncos, 1984-present 
 
He is the only owner in NFL history whose team tallied 300 wins in the first 30 years of his tenure. The 
Broncos have won three Super Bowls and played in seven of them since he purchased the team in 1984. 
He also served as an important voice in league affairs during his time on several committees, including 
the management council executive committee and broadcasting committee. 
 
Why he was elected: Bowlen is the only owner in the Super Bowl era to have four different head coaches 
take his team to the Super Bowl. And during his tenure, the Broncos have had the same number of losing 
seasons as Super Bowl appearances. 
 
Signature moment: When the Broncos finally broke through with a win over the Green Bay Packers in 
Super Bowl XXXII, Bowlen accepted the Vince Lombardi Trophy and shouted, "This one's for John," 
meaning Hall of Fame quarterback John Elway. 
 
He said it: "We want to be No. 1 in everything." – Bowlen 

  



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, former cornerback Champ 
Bailey elected to Hall of Fame 
By STAFF 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
February 3, 2019 
 
Three Broncos are headed to the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Pat Bowlen, Champ Bailey and Ty Law were among the eight-person class announced by the NFL on 
Saturday. 
 
Joining them will be Tony Gonzalez, Ed Reed, Kevin Mawae, Johnny Robinson and Gil Brandt. 
 
Two other former Broncos, safeties John Lynch and Steve Atwater, were among the finalists but did not 
get into the hall. 
 
Bowlen, the team's owner, has made no major public appearances since Alzheimer's forced him to step 
down from his daily duties running the team in 2013. 
 
Under Bowlen's 35-year leadership, the Broncos have reached the playoffs 18 times and won 13 AFC West 
crowns, seven conference championships and three Super Bowl titles. 
 
Bowlen, who turns 75 this month, is the first owner in pro football history to win 300 games in three 
decades and he was the fastest (581 games) to 350 overall wins. Since buying the team in 1984, Bowlen 
has as many Super Bowl appearances as losing seasons, and the Broncos' .598 winning percentage is third 
in the league. 
 
Bailey played 15 years — five with Washington, then 10 more with Denver after the Redskins swapped 
him for Clinton Portis. Like so many great cornerbacks, Bailey did not rewrite the record book, in part 
because he was, for a huge chunk of his career, considered the best cover guy in the league. So most 
quarterbacks simply avoided him. 
 
Law played most of his career with the New England Patriots. He played for Denver in 2009, his final 
season in the NFL. 

  



Champ Bailey, Ed Reed, Tony Gonzalez among Pro 
Football Hall of Fame's 2019 class  
By Frank Schwab 
Yahoo! Sports 
February 3, 2019 
 
A trio of first-ballot inductees headline the 2019 Pro Football Hall of Fame class. 
 
Safety Ed Reed, cornerback Champ Bailey and tight end Tony Gonzalez were the top names in the eight-
man class. They all made it in their first year of eligibility. 
 
The Pro Football Hall of Fame voters met on Saturday morning here to debate the finalists and voted on 
the 2019 class, which will be inducted in Canton on Aug. 3. 
 
Here are details on the newest Hall of Famers, announced at NFL Honors on Saturday night: 
 
Tight end Tony Gonzalez 
Over 17 seasons, 12 with the Kansas City Chiefs and five with the Atlanta Falcons, Gonzalez helped 
transform the tight end position. Gonzalez finished his career second to only Jerry Rice with 1,325 
receptions, he’s sixth all-time with 15,127 yards and eighth with 111 touchdown receptions. 
 
Gonzalez wasn’t the first tight end who was tall, athletic and able to move around the formation to take 
advantage of his versatility, but he became the prototype for what most NFL teams are looking for in the 
tight end position. 
 
Cornerback Champ Bailey 
From 2000 to 2012, Bailey made the Pro Bowl 12 times. That made his case for the Hall undeniable. 
 
Bailey spent his first five seasons in Washington, then was traded to the Broncos in a blockbuster deal 
that had running back Clinton Portis head to the Redskins. He spent 10 seasons with the Broncos and was 
one of the best cornerbacks in the game into his 30s. He had 52 career interceptions, including a league-
leading 10 during a phenomenal 2006 season. 
 
Safety Ed Reed 
Reed has a good argument as the greatest safety in NFL history. He had a great 11-year run with the 
Baltimore Ravens before splitting his final season between the Texans and Jets. 
 
When Reed was with the Ravens, he was a versatile superstar whose talents allowed Baltimore to be 
aggressive in front of him. He had amazing range, and finished his career with 64 interceptions. He was a 
five-time All-Pro and the 2004 NFL defensive player of the year. 
 
Center Kevin Mawae 
Mawae played 16 seasons with the Seattle Seahawks, New York Jets and Tennessee Titans, playing 241 
games. He mostly played center and was one of the best in the game, making eight Pro Bowls. He was 
named All-Pro three times, including in 2008 at age 37. 
 



Cornerback Ty Law 
It’s fitting that Law got in, as the Patriots prepare to face the Rams in the Super Bowl. The first time those 
teams met in a Super Bowl, Law’s pick-six was one of the biggest plays in the Patriots win, which kicked 
off a dynasty. 
 
Law played 10 seasons with the New England Patriots, two with the New York Jets, two with the Kansas 
City Chiefs and one with the Denver Broncos. He made five Pro Bowls and finished his career with 53 
interceptions. 
 
Safety Johnny Robinson 
Robinson was a senior finalist, and finally got into the Hall. He was a star safety for the Dallas Texans and 
then the Kansas City Chiefs, spending most of his career in the AFL. Robinson started his career as a 
running back, spending two seasons there before going to defense full time. He ended up with 57 
interceptions, snagging a league-leading 10 on two separate occasions. 
 
Vice president of player personnel Gil Brandt 
Brandt spent 29 years in the Cowboys front office, and was a key part of their success under coach Tom 
Landry. Brandt oversaw the drafting of eight Hall of Fame players in his career with the Cowboys. He is 
now with NFL.com and was enshrined in the Cowboys ring of honor this season. 
 
Owner Pat Bowlen 
The Broncos had a long stretch of success under Bowlen’s ownership, culminating in back-to-back Super 
Bowl wins in the late 1990s. Bowlen was also on many committees, and was instrumental in negotiating 
the league’s television deals. Bowlen stepped away from his ownership duties with the Broncos in 2014 
due to Alzheimer’s disease. 
  



Tony Gonzalez, Champ Bailey selected to Pro Football 
Hall of Fame 
By D. Orlando Ledbetter 
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution 
February 2, 2019 
 
A couple of players with Georgia ties were feeling kind of golden Saturday. 
 
Former Falcons tight end Tony Gonzalez, a pillar on the 2012 team that reached the NFC Championship 
game, and Champ Bailey, a former Georgia Bulldog, were selected Saturday to be enshrined in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame.  
They are set to receive their gold jackets in August in Canton, Ohio.  
 
Gonzalez was elated. 
 
“I figure if I was lucky enough to be first-ballot it was going to be in Atlanta,” Gonzalez said. “How great 
would that be. When Kansas City was playing to get here, I was like ‘oh my God. It’s about to be Kansas 
City playing in Atlanta.’ I was super excited about it.” 
 
Bailey recognized his roots in the state.  
 
“Growing up, all we had was football,” Bailey said. “That’s at least what I thought. There was nothing else 
that interested me more….It means a lot that I can do it here…I’m proud to say I’m a Bulldog. ” 
 
In addition to Gonzalez and Bailey, safety Ed Reed, center Kevin Mawae and cornerback Ty Law also were 
selected, along with contributors Pat Bowlen and Gil Brandt. Safety Johnny Robinson, a senior candidate 
from the AFL era, was selected. 
 
The annual Pro Football Hall of Fame selection committee meeting was held in downtown Atlanta. The 
48-person selection committee met to elect the newest class the day before Super Bowl LIII at Mercedes-
Benz Stadium. 
 
To be elected, a finalist must receive a minimum positive vote of 80 percent during the annual selection 
meeting. 
 
Defensive lineman Richard Seymour, a former Georgia player, was a finalist, but was not selected.  
 
Gonzalez was selected by the Kansas City Chiefs in the first round (13th overall) of the 1997 draft. The 
Falcons acquired Gonzalez in a 2009 trade with the Chiefs for a well-spent second-round pick. 
 
“There was no doubt in my mind when we traded for Tony that he was a first-ballot Hall of Famer,” Falcons 
general manager Thomas Dimitroff said Saturday. “The credentials he had at that point in his career were 
already those of an all-time great.” 
 



Before the trade, he likely was already bound for Canton, Ohio, as Dimitroff implied. He played 190 games 
and had 916 catches for 10,940 yards and 76 touchdowns for the Chiefs. In five seasons with the Falcons 
he added 80 games, 409 catches, 4,187 yards and 35 touchdowns. 
 
Gonzalez’s 1,325 catches rank second to Jerry Rice (1,549) on the all-time receptions list. He was voted to 
14 Pro Bowls. 
 
“I am thrilled for Tony to be inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame,” Falcons owner Arthur Blank said. 
“He is unquestionably the greatest tight end to ever play the game and we were very fortunate to see him 
reach a number of milestones as a member of the Falcons. This is a great honor and I couldn’t be happier 
for Tony and his family.” 
 
Gonzalez made one of the greatest catches in Falcons’ history. The Falcons blew a 27-7 lead against Seattle 
in the NFC divisional playoff game in the 2012 season. The Seahawks with three fourth-quarter 
touchdowns surged ahead 28-27 with 31 seconds to play.  
 
Jacquizz Rodgers had a 34-yard kickoff return from six yards deep in the end zone to get the ball out to 
the 28. Wide receiver Harry Douglas got open for a 22-yard gain to the 50-yard line with only 19 seconds 
left. 
 
On the next play, Gonzalez got down the field, put an outside move on and then broke back inside and 
caught the ball. He broke through a tackle attempt by Seattle linebacker Bobby Wagner and rumbled for 
a 19-yard gain. Gonzalez’s play set up Matt Bryant for a 49-yard field goal to win the game 30-28.   
 
The Falcons advanced to the NFC Championship game, but were defeated 28-24 by quarterback Colin 
Kaepernick and the San Francisco 49ers, one step away from the Super Bowl. 
 
Before that victory, Gonzalez had never won a playoff game.  
 
“Trading for him was one of the first bold moves we made and what he did in his time here in Atlanta was 
incredible, from a player and leadership perspective,” Dimitroff said. “This honor is incredibly well-
deserved, and I look forward to seeing him enshrined in Canton.” 
 
A former college basketball player at California, Gonzalez also started a trend of dunking the ball over the 
goal posts after he scored a touchdown. That celebration was banned by the NFL in 2014.  
In addition to being productive, Gonzalez taught his teammates several valuable lessons. They’ve all 
watched him tirelessly work before, during and after practice. 
 
When he was ready to retire, Gonzalez looked back on his career in 2013. 
 
“I want people to remember (my consistency),” Gonzalez said. “That is my routine and the way I 
approached it. That’s what makes you great. The numbers and everything else is a byproduct of your 
routine.” 
 
Gonzalez will become the ninth inductee with Falcons ties in the Hall of Fame, joining wide receiver 
Tommy McDonald (1967), kicker Morten Andersen (1995-2000 and 2006-07), running back Eric Dickerson 
(1993, 4 games), cornerback Deion Sanders (1989-93), defensive end Claude Humphrey (1968-1978), 



defensive end Chris Doleman (1994-95), quarterback Brett Favre (1991, four games) and general manager 
Bobby Beathard (scout 1968-71 and senior adviser 2002). 
 
Bailey, considered the top cornerback of his era, played in 215 games over 15 seasons with Washington 
(1999-2003) and Denver (2004-13).  
 
Bailey, after starring at Charlton County, played at Georgia from 1996-98. In the NFL, he was a 12-time 
Pro Bowl player and a five-time All-Pro selection. 
 
He had 10 interceptions to lead the league in 2006. He finished his career with 52 interceptions. He was 
named to Denver’s 50th anniversary team. 
 
It was noted that Bailey played for 11 defensive coordinators and made the transition from the heavy 
contact era to the current one where defenders can barely breathe on receivers. He is considered one of 
the last shutdown cornerbacks.   
 
Law was in his fifth year of eligibility and has been a finalist for three years. He played for Patriots (1995-
2004), New York Jets (2005, 2008), Kansas City (2006-07) and Broncos (2009). 
 
Law had more interceptions (53) than Bailey and played on three Super Bowl-winning teams. He led the 
league in interceptions twice (1998 and 2005).  
 
The last cornerback enshrined was Aeneas Williams in 2014. Deion Sanders was the last cornerback to be 
selected in his first year of eligibility, in 2011.  
 
Seymour, a 6-foot-6, 317-pound defensive tackle, played for New England (2001-12) and Oakland (2009-
12). He played in 164 games over 12 seasons. He was voted to seven Pro Bowls.  
 
He played at Georgia from 1997-2000. 
 
The other modern-era finalists were safety Steve Atwater, tackle Tony Boselli, wide receiver Isaac Bruce, 
coach Don Coryell, offensive lineman Alan Faneca, coach Tom Flores,  offensive guard Steve Hutchinson, 
running back Edgerrin James and safety John Lynch. 
 
Gonzalez will become the ninth modern-era tight end to be enshrined in the Hall of Fame. He will join 
David Casper, Mike Dikta, John Mackey, Ozzie Newsome, Charlie Sanders, Shannon Sharpe, Jackie Smith 
and Kellen Winslow. 
 



Former Georgia legend Champ Bailey elected into Pro 
Football Hall of Fame 
By Connor Riley 
Dawg Nation 
February 1, 2019 
 
Champ Bailey, one of the best defensive backs of all-time both at Georgia and the NFL level, is now an NFL 
Hall of Famer. 
 
This was Bailey’s first year on the ballot after a stellar 15-year career. His 12 Pro Bowl selections are the 
most ever by a cornerback. 
 
Bailey went to Charlton County High School in Folkston, Ga., before starring for Georgia from 1996-98. 
 
In addition to his fine work as a cornerback, Bailey also played wide receiver in college. In his junior season, 
he had 47 catches for 744 yards and five touchdowns while also wining the Bronko Nagurski Trophy as 
college football’s top defensive player. 
 
The Washington Redskins selected Bailey with the No. 7 pick in the 1999 NFL Draft. Following the 2003 
season, Bailey signed with the Denver Broncos, where he spent most of his NFL career. 
 
Bailey was named First Team All-Pro in his first three seasons with Denver, and he led the NFL in 
interceptions in 2006. 
 
Bailey was named a member of the NFL’s All-Decade team for the 2000s. 
 
Bailey was one of two Bulldogs to make that All-Decade team, joining Richard Seymour of the New England 
Patriots and Oakland Raiders. Seymour was also a Pro Football Hall of Fame finalist for the 2019 class, but 
he did not get selected. 
 
DawgNation spoke with Bailey last October about the possibility of being elected to the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame. 
 
“You have to imagine, everyone I talk to, that is their question. So it’s kind of hard to avoid the topic,” 
Bailey said. “It’s every part of my daily life these days. But I don’t dwell on it. I don’t let it get under my 
skin and make me nervous. I have nothing to do with the process at this point. My work has been done. 
It’s in the hands of others, and I just hope they make the right decision.” 
 
Bailey retired in October of 2014 after being released by the Broncos and Saints. In his NFL career, the 
former Bulldog finished with 52 interceptions. He is one of 40 players in NFL history to accomplish such a 
feat. 
 
With Bailey now in the Hall of Fame, Georgia football has four members in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
Bailey joins quarterback Fran Tarkenton, running back Terrell Davis and running back Charley Trippi. 



Examining the chances of four Broncos up for Hall of 
Fame election  
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
Jan. 31, 2019 
 
Saturday in Atlanta, the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s 48-person selection committee will convene for a day 
of decision-making to determine its class of 2019 among 15 modern-era finalists, two contributor finalists 
and one senior finalist. 
 
Anywhere from four to eight members — with no more than five modern-era candidates — will be 
elected. The Broncos, long a franchise with a minimal presence in Canton, could foreseeably add at least 
one more representative at the Hall, if not two or three, alongside their contingent of Gary Zimmerman, 
Floyd Little, John Elway, Shannon Sharpe and Terrell Davis. 
 
Owner Pat Bowlen is a contributor finalist along with former Cowboys executive Gil Brandt. And former 
Broncos defensive backs Champ Bailey, Steve Atwater and John Lynch are among the modern-era finalists. 
Each needs at least 80 percent approval from the committee to get in. The class will be announced 
Saturday evening during NFL Honors and enshrined in Canton on Aug. 3. 
 
Here’s a closer look at the Broncos finalists and their chances of making it: 
 
Pat Bowlen, owner 
The accolades and the numbers are simply astounding. Why — after nearly 35 years of owning the 
Broncos, after a combined 91 seasons on 15 different NFL committees, and after feats that include 
becoming the fastest owner (581 games) to 350 overall wins and earning as many Super Bowl appearances 
(seven) as losing seasons — is Bowlen not already enshrined in Canton? 
 
That question figures to disappear this weekend. Bowlen may be the closest there is to a lock for election. 
 
Consider his lengthy résumé: 
 
During Bowlen’s ownership, the Broncos have the third-highest winning percentage (.598) in the NFL and 
the fifth-highest in all of U.S. professional sports. 
 
He is the only NFL owner in history to have had four head coaches lead his teams to Super Bowl 
appearances. 
 
Under his watch, the Broncos became the only NFL franchise to win at least 90 games in each of the last 
three decades (they are on pace to win 90 again in the 2010s). 
 
In his 35 years as owner, the Broncos have sold out every regular-season and postseason contest (league-
high 300 sellouts) as part of the franchise’s 49-year, 403-game sellout streak. It is the longest streak in NFL 
history in one city. 
 



The Broncos have played in 349 nationally televised games, which include 164 in prime time, during 
Bowlen’s ownership. Both are league-highs in that span. 
 
Since he purchased the team, the Broncos have had 18 playoff berths (third-most among owners in that 
span) and 13 AFC West crowns. 
 
As a steward of the league, he helped broker the NFL’s $18 billion TV contract in 1998, then the most 
lucrative single-sport contract in history. He was a visionary, with Dick Ebersol, in creating “Sunday Night 
Football”; he helped with the formation of the NFL Network; was a proponent of international expansion; 
and played a key role in the labor negotiations with players in 2006 and 2011. 
 
And as a local ambassador, he has contributed close to $30 million to charitable organizations in Denver 
since the inception of the Denver Broncos Charities fund in 1993. 
 
His work at the team level is Hall of Fame-worthy. Add in the work he has done in expanding the league’s 
presence and marketability, and his local contributions to the Denver metro area, and it seems there’s no 
way Bowlen can be denied. 
 
His chances: Excellent. Since 2015, when the Hall of Fame added a provision for contributor finalists, only 
one has been denied entry: former commissioner Paul Tagliabue. Tagliabue, however, was a polarizing 
candidate, in large part because of his initial view on concussions, which he infamously once deemed “one 
of these pack journalism issues.” 
 
Although a dispute over Bowlen’s succession plan is brewing in the background, his tenure as owner has 
been met with praise and admiration from those who worked with him and played for him. 
 
Simply put, Bowlen is overdue for election to the Hall. 
 
“In reality, if you look at the modernization of the National Football League, the impact of Pat Bowlen was 
absolutely profound,” said David Hill, the former president of Fox Sports. “He had a very pragmatic way 
of looking at things. He wasn’t one to let the mantra ‘that’s the way we do things’ get in the way. He was 
always curious. He could see the media changing dramatically and he was probably one of the first owners 
to see the football team as a family business. 
 
“I think Mr. Bowlen is a slam-dunk Hall of Famer. I get emotional kind of talking about it because he’s the 
type of owner that checked his ego at the door. He bleeds orange and blue. He loves his players, he loves 
his coaches, he loves the fans. He was so quick to give credit to everybody else, I think it’s time to give 
him a little bit of credit.” 
 
Champ Bailey, cornerback 
Described by his peers as a generational athlete, Bailey spent 15 years in the NFL after a standout career 
at Georgia, where he was undoubtedly one of the game’s finest three-way players. He was a cornerback 
by title but could line up at receiver, at running back, at kick returner and punt returner. 
 
The seventh overall pick by Washington in 1999, Bailey recorded a total of 52 interceptions, including 
three in a single game his rookie year and 10 in 2006 — a season deemed by many to still be the finest by 
a cornerback. 
 



With 4.2 speed, an athleticism few could match and football instincts that allowed him to match up with 
top receivers, Bailey earned 12 Pro Bowl selections that stand as the most by a corner and the second-
most among the finalists for 2019. (Former tight end Tony Gonzalez earned 14.) 
 
The blockbuster trade that landed him in Denver in 2004 essentially offered him a chance to have a second 
memorable career. And he did. As a Bronco, Bailey had 34 interceptions and led the team in picks five 
times. His 162 interception return yards in 2006 rank second in franchise history and he is the only Bronco 
to have an interception in five consecutive games (2005). He was also voted first-team all-pro and second-
team all-pro four times each and is remembered today as one of the original — and few — true shutdown 
corners. 
 
His chances: Very good. It appears likely that Bailey will go in as a first-ballot Hall of Famer and, with 
Bowlen, expand the Broncos representatives in Canton to seven. If in the very, very small chance he’s 
denied, he is all but guaranteed he will go in soon. 
 
Steve Atwater, safety 
In the week leading up to the Broncos’ Monday night game against the Chiefs in 1990, Denver safeties 
Atwater and Dennis Smith came up with a game plan to stop Christian Okoye, Kansas City’s 6-foot-1, 260-
pound back nicknamed the Nigerian Nightmare. 
 
They couldn’t hit him low, or try to jump on his back and hope he falls to the ground. Others tried that 
with little success. No, the Broncos had to hit him straight on. 
 
So when Atwater got his opening, he lowered his shoulder and stopped Okoye in his tracks. Atwater is still 
asked about that hit more than 28 years later. But it was one of many hits that defined his career as a Ring 
of Fame safety for the Broncos. 
 
During his 10-year career in Denver, Atwater started all 155 games he played, earned all-pro honors three 
times and was voted to eight career Pro Bowl selections, the second most by a player in Broncos history 
(his seven consecutive selections from 1990-96 tie a franchise record). He led the team in tackles twice, 
in 1993 and 1995; ranks second to only John Elway in career postseason starts by a Bronco (14 playoff 
appearances) and was instrumental in the Broncos’ first two Super Bowl wins. In Super Bowl XXXII, 
Atwater totaled six tackles, one sack, one forced fumble and two pass breakups. 
 
His chances: Decent. Good luck finding someone who believes Atwater is undeserving of a Hall nod. He 
has been a finalist twice now for good reason. But the issue he may run into this year really has nothing 
to do with his career. It’d be more about the other finalists vying for one of those coveted spots in the 
Hall. Three safeties are finalists with Atwater, Lynch and Ed Reed, and the latter appears to be a sure-thing 
for the class of 2019. If Atwater is on the bubble, does he make it in over Lynch, who has a been a finalist 
six times? And do the four offensive linemen on the docket edge him out? 
 
If it’s not this year, the fact that Atwater made it as a finalist in 2016 and then again in 2019 bodes well 
for his eventual election. Since 1970, a total of 89.3 percent of all finalists have eventually earned election 
to the Hall of Fame. 
 
John Lynch, safety 



Lynch’s six times as a finalist are the most of this year’s modern-era finalists. Every year since 2014, his 
career has essentially been deemed worthy of making it to Canton, but each time his selection as a finalist 
has been simply a tease. Close but not close enough. 
 
This time around he’s in a similar situation as Atwater as a hard-hitting, Super Bowl-winning safety on the 
edge for the Hall. With the competition at safety, the quartet of offensive linemen vying to get in, he too, 
could leave Atlanta hoping 2020 will bring more luck. But his résumé will give the voters plenty to ponder. 
 
Lynch spent his first 11 NFL seasons in Tampa Bay, anchoring one of the finest defenses in NFL history, 
before signing with the Broncos in 2004 and playing his final four years in Denver. A member of both the 
Buccaneers’ Ring of Honor and Broncos’ Ring of Fame, Lynch totaled 26 interceptions returned for 204 
yards, 13 sacks, and more than 1,000 tackles in his career. He won Super Bowl XXXVII as a Buc, earned 
nine total Pro Bowl selections and was an all-pro selection four times. 
 
His chances: Decent. Six times as a finalist — that’s a message that Lynch will get in. The fact that he  
earned four Pro Bowl selections with two different teams puts him in rare company — made up of mostly 
Hall of Famers. Maybe 2019 is his year. It’s possible he’ll have to wait a bit longer, but the end game 
appears pretty clear for Lynch. He’ll be a Hall of Famer at some point.   



Ex-Georgia coach Jim Donnan takes pride in Champ 
Bailey, Richard Seymour being finalists for Pro Football 
Hall of Fame 
By Dan Wolken 
USA Today 
February 1, 2019 
 
When the Pro Football Hall of Fame announces its new class here on Saturday, former Georgia coach Jim 
Donnan will be nearby, close to where the journey started for two potential new members.  
 
Among the 15 finalists to get into the hall this year are cornerback Champ Bailey and defensive tackle 
Richard Seymour, both of whom Donnan recruited to Georgia and coached before they became top-10 
NFL draft picks.  
 
“You always take pride in your players regardless what they end up doing, what levels they play, but when 
they get to the zenith like this it makes you proud you had something to do with it,” Donnan told USA 
TODAY Sports. “It’s just a lifelong experience, and the best part about it is they still call you ‘Coach.’ You’re 
still their coach, and that makes me feel good.” 
 
The inclusion of Bailey and Seymour in the finalist group underscores the level of talent that Donnan, who 
led the Bulldogs to four top-20 finishes in his five seasons, coached as he began the turnaround of 
Georgia’s program. 
 
Those late 1990s Georgia teams included players running backs like Robert Edwards and Olandis Gary and 
receiver Hines Ward, who has been a Hall of Fame semifinalist each of the last two years.  
 
But nobody made an impression on Donnan like Bailey, who was named the nation’s best defensive player 
in 1998 while also playing on offense (59 career receptions) and special teams.  
 
“Without question, he is the best player I’ve ever coached,” said Donnan, who went to watch Bailey play 
basketball in tiny Folkston, Georgia, shortly after getting the Georgia job in 1996 and was blown away by 
his speed on the court. “Just unbelievable coverage skills but also very physical and was just such a 
talented guy with the ball. 
 
“One time against Auburn, we played them in a night game (in 1998) and it was real competitive and we 
ended up winning, but he played 120 plays counting special teams and offense and defense. He got mad 
when I took him out on offense because we wanted to rest him. You just don’t see a kid play that many 
snaps. He was just a blur.” 
 
Seymour was part of the second class Donnan signed at Georgia, pulling him out of a small town near 
Columbia, S.C., after a recruiting battle with Clemson. The 6-foot-6 Seymour, who ended up playing at 315 
pounds in the NFL, was a class space-eater who had unusually quick feet for a man of his size.  
 
Despite being just 17 years old when he arrived at Georgia, Seymour played him as a true freshman and 
was the standout of a strong group of defensive linemen that included fellow first-round pick Marcus 



Stroud. The New England Patriots ended up taking Seymour No. 6 overall in 2001. He helped them to 
three Super Bowl wins.  
 
“He kept getting bigger and stronger, and he had a quick first step and great blow delivery,” Donnan said. 
“He was a really good practice player too, and he was going against guys like (Matt) Stinchcomb) and Jonas 
Jennings and Chris Terry, who were good offensive linemen we had and it was obvious he was going to be 
special. Guys like him are dinosaurs in college football as far as size and speed, and the last couple years 
he started to just flourish.” 
 
Donnan, who still lives in Athens, said he keeps in touch with both Bailey and Seymour and sees them 
occasionally when they’re in town. He said he also remembers fondly their congratulatory phone calls 
when he made the College Football Hall of Fame in 2009 after a legendary career that included stints as 
Barry Switzer’s offensive coordinator at Oklahoma and a Division I-AA national title at Marshall. He hopes 
he can return the favor soon.  
 
“I’m just happy for both these guys,” Donnan said. “Champ made 13 Pro Bowls, and from what I’ve seen, 
it looks like he’s got a really good shot and eventually, if not this time, Seymour does too because of his 
body of work and the way they won in New England.”  
  



Champ Bailey: Folkston native, former Bulldogs star one 
step away from Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By John Reid 
The Florida Times-Union 
January 31, 2019 
 
It was almost 30 years ago, but Rich McWhorter still remembers the day he saw a small kid on the far end 
of the practice field who weighed barely more than 130 pounds. 
 
What that 13-year-old kid lacked in size, he made up for it with his speed and athleticism that obviously 
caught McWhorter’s attention. 
 
“Back then our junior high team practice on the same the field as the varsity,” McWhorter recalled. “But 
when it came to [this kid], he had great speed. He could change directions better than any player I’ve been 
around. He had athleticism and leaping ability.” 
 
That athletically-gifted kid was Champ Bailey. 
 
And McWhorter was the Charlton (Ga.) County varsity football coach, a job he served in for 29 years until 
last December when he accepted a new job as the head coach job at Jackson County, near Athens, Ga. 
 
McWhorter made the correct evaluation on Bailey. 
 
No player he coached was better. 
 
On Saturday, Bailey could become the first NFL player from nearby Folkston Ga. to be inducted to the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in his first year of eligibility. It will come down to a vote by a 48-member selection 
committee before the announcement is made. 
 
Bailey went from junior-high standout to three-sport high school star while playing for McWhorter before 
becoming a gifted dual threat standout as a cornerback, wide receiver, punt and kickoff returner at 
Georgia, where he earned first-team All-America and first-team All-Southeastern Conference honors. In 
1998, Bailey won the Bronko Nagurski award, given to the nation’s top defensive player. 
 
The seventh overall pick in the 1999 draft, Bailey became a 12-time NFL Pro Bowler for the Washington 
Redskins and Denver Broncos during his 15-year career, the most by a cornerback. He was selected to the 
NFL’s All-Decade team for the 2000′s. 
 
Bailey was a speedster, running a 4.2 seconds time in the 40-yard dash, and a superb cover corner. Unlike 
many cornerbacks in the league, Bailey wasn’t a trash talker but did all of his talking by his performance. 
 
“It just makes me smile inside and out to tell people he was the perfect high school student athlete,” 
McWhorter said. “It was so easy to coach him, he was a team guy, not boastful. He never had to announce 
he’s in the room or draw attention to himself. It was so easy to coach him, he was a team guy.” 
 



Though Bailey graduated from Charlton County High School in 1996, his presence is still noticeable. His 
jersey No. 10 is retired and is framed in the school’s cafeteria. 
 
His name is on both the school’s college and pro honor walls that list all the Charlton County players that 
earned college football scholarships and made it to the NFL. 
 
Bailey still holds most of the school’s track and field records and was one of the best basketball players to 
play at the school, McWhorter said. 
 
“He had good grades, a good student,” said Cheryl Harris, who still works Charlton County as the principal 
secretary office manager. “I remember when he played basketball, he used to move so fast like he was 
going to trip up on his feet. He had leg work back then playing that basketball.” 
 
Bailey comes from a competitive family — his younger brother Boss Bailey played at Georgia before 
playing in the NFL with the Detroit Lions (2003-07) and Denver Broncos (2008) with Champ. Bailey’s older 
brother, Ronald, was the first from the family to earn a scholarship to play at Georgia as a defensive back. 
 
“They all loved competing,” said McWhorter, who coached all three players. “I can say this about all of 
them, their mom and dad raised them right. They came from a small community close-knit family. They 
had a lot of friends and they got along with everybody, always smiling.” 
 
At Charlton County, Bailey played quarterback, running back, defensive back and returned punts and 
kickoffs. As a senior he was an exceptionalyl talented playmaker, rushing for 1,850 yards and scoring 28 
touchdowns. One of his best performances came in a regular season game against Atkinson (Ga.) County 
when he rushed for a staggering 417 yards and scored six touchdowns in a 49-13 rout. 
 
“Just having a guy that came from here and knowing that one of the best in the world used to walk these 
halls, played in our stadium and played basketball in our gym, we’re proud,” said Russ Murray, who was 
named the Charlton County head coach earlier this week after working 24 years as an assistant, which 
included Bailey’s senior season. 
 
“He and his brothers competed a lot. I think he was a leader by example and I think what drove him is 
what he had inside and God gave him the ability to be faster than a jackrabbit. He could fly and he was 
extremely strong. You could tell he was a driven kid and I’m proud he came from this football program 
and helped build the foundation.” 




