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It’s almost automatic when rookie cornerback Isaac Yiadom enters the game. 
 
Here comes a pass to the receiver he’s covering. 
 
Yiadom will start in place of the injured Chris Harris Jr. today against the San Francisco 49ers at Levi’s 
Stadium so don’t be surprised if quarterback Nick Mullens looks his way as Yiadom covers the likes of 
Marquise Goodwin or Dante Pettis. 
 
“I expect that," Yiadom said in a sit-down interview with 9News this week. “I like it. Every time I go in the 
game, like, against the Steelers, I told my safety, ‘They’re coming right at me so let’s make it happen.’ 
 
“I like it. It’s boring playing corner if nobody comes at you. You’ve got to get some stats, got to make some 
plays. … I’m definitely trying to prove myself to let quarterbacks know they’re going to pay if they throw 
the ball my way. So, I’m going to try and get better every single day. I expect them to throw the ball my 
way and make them pay for it." 
 
Had Harris gone down earlier this season, the Broncos would have been trouble. Yiadom opened eyes 
during the offseason and training-camp practices, to the point he got an unexpected quick promotion to 
No. 3 cornerback behind Harris and Bradley Roby. But then came the preseason schedule and Yiadom 
looked like the rookie he was. 
 
He struggled to the point the Broncos decided to sign 35-year-old corner Adam Jones, who went all spring 
and summer without a team, just two weeks prior to the start of the regular season. 
 
“Yeah, I let up a little slant on Stephon Diggs, I remember that," Yiadom said of the Vikings’ star receiver 
in the first preseason game. “And then a 7-cut (deep sideline route) against the Bears (Kevin White, who 
drew a 37-yard pass interference penalty). I mean, those are good receivers. Got to go against them. 
That’s my job now, I’ve got to cover them, so it doesn’t matter how good they are or if I have a safety over 
the top or what. I’ve got to do my job. 
 
“I don’t know maybe just my first couple NFL games I had a little jitters, something like that, but now I’m 
super comfortable back there. I feel like my safeties can trust me, I can trust them. The secondary knows 
I’m coming out to compete so now I’m not stressing. In the beginning, learning experience, you’ve got to 
make mistakes to learn." 
 
After four years at Boston College, finishing with a degree in communications, Yiadom was drafted in the 
third round by the Broncos, primarily because he impressed them while playing for the Broncos’ coaching 
staff during Senior Bowl week. 
 
“I loved the way they coached me at the Senior Bowl," Yiadom said. “They coached me so hard and made 
sure I was going after the ball every single play. 
 



“Went out there had a great day and let them know that when they drafted me, they expected a lot out 
of me. I try to come out here and give them 100 percent every time. Every time I go out on the field, in 
the game, I try to give 100 percent, compete, let them know that I was worth the draft pick where they 
chose me at. I love the coaching staff. I will keep playing hard for them." 
 
Yiadom is an extra-credit guy. One of the first lessons virtually all rookies must learn is how to work. Not 
work as they did in college when football was a part-time job. Work as a professional. 
 
Yiadom, though, was born with a work ethic. He was, without exaggeration, the first player on the field 
for the start of training camp every day. Stepping through the ladders. Working on his footwork. 
 
“In my coaching career I’ve coached a lot of young corners," said Broncos’ defensive coordinator Joe 
Woods. “He is a guy that is going to do it exactly the way you tell him. At some point he has to release 
that a little bit and just go play football. I think the more he plays, the better he’ll get. I look forward to 
him playing this weekend." 
 
An earnest kid who strives to be great, or at least the best he can be, Yiadom has improved immeasurably 
as this season goes along – enough for the Broncos to release Jones. Yiadom bit on a sideline-and-go on 
his first play against the Steelers two weeks ago. But once he got a lucky overthrow by Ben Roethlisberger, 
Yiadom settled in and played well. 
 
“I remember ‘14’ (rookie receiver Courtland Sutton) catching the ball and I remember ‘41’ (Yiadom) 
defending him, every single time," said star pass rusher Von Miller. “His growth has been right there with 
Courtland’s and we all see what Courtland has done on the field. 
 
“Isaac is ready to go. He’s been in and out of the game in spurts. He’s been doing a great job here in 
practice, and I’m excited for him. He was a big-time corner in college, and he’ll be a big-time corner in the 
league." 
 
Thing is, the Broncos need Yiadom to become a big-time corner today. With not only Harris out with a 
fractured fibula but veteran cornerback Tramaine Brock down with a rib injury, Yiadom is in the spotlight 
of his first NFL start Sunday in a game the Broncos must win to stay in the playoff race. 
 
“I’m ready. Been ready," Yiadom said. “We’ve got a bunch of great corners on this team. It’s unfortunate 
what happened to Chris, but all season I was staying prepared every week because you never know what’s 
going to happen. Maybe a player needs a break for one play or somebody goes down, I’m going to have 
to be the next-man up. So, I’ve been preparing like I’m the starter. Now it’s here so I’ve got to make the 
most out of it." 
 
Said head coach Vance Joseph on his starting rookie corner: “He’s playing with more confidence. 
Obviously, being a young corner in this league is a tough duty. They’re throwing the ball all over the place 
and every play can be a touchdown if you’re not focused. He understands that. He is a very, very focused 
young man. He’s tough, he likes to play, he likes to practice, he’s long and he has a short memory. If he 
makes a bad play, he forgets about it. He’s that competitive. The more he plays, the better he will get."  



Isaac Yiadom stepping up early in his rookie season 
By Rod Mackey 
9 News 
August 15, 2018 
 
Is there a rookie who's not contributing in Denver? Isaac Yiadom is among the many new Broncos who 
have stepped it up, something the rookie says he expected to do. 
 
"I expect a lot from myself," said Yiadom. "I came here to compete and do what I can do to help the team 
win." 
 
Denver didn't win that preseason opener against Minnesota but Yiadom did see what it takes to do well 
in this league. He also had his first welcome to the NFL moment going up against Kirk Cousins and Stefon 
Diggs. 
 
"It's just football at the end of the day," said Yiadom. "When I line up against a wide receiver I really don't 
pay attention to the names or anything like that I just play my technique and do my thing." 
 
And Defensive Coordinator Joe Woods certainly liked what he saw from the rookie corner. 
 
"I tell you what, I’m excited. He went against one of the better receivers in the league, Diggs, and he was 
all over him. At the line of scrimmage, he was getting hands on him," Woods said. "On the back-shoulder 
fade, it’s just a reaction play. Our whole mindset is we want to eliminate ‘9 routes’ and react to everything 
else. I’d rather him learn how to play a back-shoulder than learn how to defend a ‘9.’ So, very promising 
first game for him and he’ll continue to get better." 
 
The Broncos plan to be better too. They'll get their chance Saturday night when the Chicago Bears come 
to town. A game that will kick off at 7 p.m. on Channel 20. The pregame show begins at 6 p.m.  



How he fits: Third-round pick Isaac Yiadom 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
April 27, 2018 
 
As is often the case with cornerbacks taken after the second round, special teams represents the first 
area in which No. 99 overall pick Isaac Yiadom can make an on-field impact. 
 
"He’s really long and can run, and really does a nice job on the deep balls. He’s physical and we think 
he’ll be a really good special-teams player," President of Football Operations/General Manager John 
Elway said. 
 
Yiadom's size and length -- a 6-foot-1 inch frame with a 75 3/4-inch wingspan -- allowed him to win 
more than his share of one-on-one matchups during Senior Bowl week, when he played for the North 
team coached by Denver's staff. 
 
“Isaac was a guy that got better every day," Head Coach Vance Joseph said. "He certainly fits our profile 
at corner. We want long corners with long speed because we’re a press [coverage] team.”  
 
Yiadom's 40-yard dash time of 4.52 seconds at the Combine placed him 20th among the 36 cornerbacks 
who ran there. But his length helps compensate for that. Only two cornerbacks drafted so far this year -- 
Isaiah Oliver (Atlanta, Round 2, pick No. 58) and Carlton Davis (Tampa Bay, Round 2, pick No. 63) -- boast 
a longer wingspan than Yiadom. 
 
Those attributes will help him on special teams immediately, giving him a chance to be one of the team's 
gunners in the wake of the departures of Bennie Fowler III and Cody Latimer. 
 
"[Yiadom] is a smart guy and he’s going to be great on special teams for us as a tough tackler," Joseph 
said. "He definitely fits our bill at cornerback." 
 
On defense, Yiadom finds himself in an intriguing spot, dropped into a competition for the No. 4 
cornerback role with second-year players Brendan Langley and Marcus Rios. Langley, like Yiadom, was 
the Broncos' final pick of the draft's second day. 
 
But after playing extensively against the Raiders in relief of the suspended Aqib Talib, Langley was 
deactivated for three consecutive games last December, while Rios played in each of the final five 
games. 
 
The potential of each as a cornerback to become one of the Broncos' top three players in that position 
group will be the primary factor in determining the long-term plans for Yiadom, Langley and Rios. 
Special-teams proficiency could be the factor that decides which one of them gets on the field most 
often this year. 
  




