
Broncos' rookie Phillip Lindsay makes NFL history with 
Pro Bowl berth 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
December 19, 2018 
 
Phillip Lindsay’s first professional football season began with no invite to the NFL Combine, a non-selection 
in the NFL Draft, and last-place spot on the Broncos’ five-man running back depth chart. 
 
It quickly catapulted to Lindsay making the Broncos’ 53-man roster, to starting tailback, to three, 100-yard 
rushing games, and to now a Pro Bowl berth. 
 
Lindsay became the first NFL offensive player in history to make the Pro Bowl as an undrafted rookie when 
the former standout of Denver South High School and the University of Colorado learned Tuesday he had 
been honored with a berth in what is the NFL all-star game. 
 
Dallas Cowboys cornerback Everson Walls is the only defensive player to make the Pro Bowl as an 
undrafted rookie when he was selected in 1981. 
 
Lindsay will be joined on the AFC Pro Bowl roster by  Broncos’ teammate Von Miller, an outside linebacker 
and pass-rushing star. 
 
Miller, a Pro Bowler for the seventh time in his eight-year career, is tied for second in the league with 14.5 
sacks. He is the only Bronco was named Pro Bowl starter and he’s also the defending Pro Bowl Most 
Valuable Player. 
 
Three other Broncos were named Pro Bowl alternates: Chris Harris Jr. was a first-alternate cornerback, 
rookie Bradley Chubb was a second alternate outside linebacker and Emmanuel Sanders is a fifth-alternate 
receiver. 
 
Harris and Sanders were having Pro Bowl-caliber seasons until they went down with season-ending 
injuries in a four-day span. Harris suffered a fractured fibula in the Broncos’ 12th game at Cincinnati, and 
Sanders blew out his Achilles during practice three days later. 
 
Chubb, the Broncos’ No. 5-overall draft pick in the first round, leads all NFL rookies with 12.0 sacks. Harris 
has three interceptions. Sanders still leads the Broncos with 71 receptions and 868 yards, numbers he 
produced in just 12 games. 
 
Lindsay joins kicker David Treadwell (1989) and Miller (2011) as the only Pro Bowl rookies in Broncos’ 
history. Running back Donnie Stone (1961) and linebacker/punter Jim Fraser (1962) were the only other 
Broncos rookies who were similarly honored when they were selected to play in the AFL All Star Game. 
 
Lindsay’s Pro Bowl berth, though, will generate the greatest celebration as his was the least expected, at 
least based on what NFL scouts and executives thought of him coming out of CU earlier this year. 
 



There were 32 running backs invited to the combine. None of them were named Phillip Lindsay. There 
were two fullbacks and 20 running backs drafted, including the Broncos’ Royce Freeman in the third round 
and David Williams in the seventh. Lindsay wasn’t among them. 
 
The Broncos gave him a decent, $15,000 signing bonus as an undrafted free agent, but when Lindsay 
reported with the full-squad Broncos during organized team activities (OTAs), he went to the rear of the 
running back line behind Devontae Booker, De’Angelo Henderson, Freeman and Williams. 
 
From these depths, Lindsay exploded into the AFC lead with 937 rushing yards and the league with 5.8 
yards per carry through 12 games. Although opponents have zeroed in on him while holding him to 54 
yards on 1.9 yards per carry in his past two carries, Lindsay is still second in the AFC with 991 rushing 
yards, just four behind the conference leader, Cincinnati’s Joe Mixon. 
 
It was the league’s coaches and players who carried Lindsay to his Pro Bowl nod as he didn’t finish in the 
top 10 among running backs in fan voting. Miller was second among the league’s outside linebackers in 
fan voting and Chubb was fifth. 
 
The Pro Bowl game will be played Sunday, Jan. 27 in Orlando.  



John Elway on RB Phillip Lindsay: 'I'd take 53 of him'  
By Kevin Patra 
NFL.com 
Dec. 6, 2018 
 
Thirty-two NFL teams got it wrong. 32. Multiple times. 
 
Only one team could correct the mistake. 
 
As you begin to peruse material, magazines, online mocks, and read transcriptions of general managers 
blathering at the combine ahead of the 2019 NFL Draft, keep this fact in the back of your mind: 
 
256 players were selected in 2018. Phillip Lindsay's name was not called. 
 
It's a comical indictment of every scout, general manager and the entire draft process that a player of 
Lindsay's caliber was deemed unworthy of even a late-round selection. Twenty running backs were 
selected. One is having a better statistical season than Lindsay.  
 
Even the Denver Broncos don't get a pass. John Elway selected two running backs in the draft: Royce 
Freeman in the third round; David Williams in the seventh. Lindsay has outplayed both. 
 
Elway got lucky Lindsay is a Colorado native. 
 
"You know he's a guy that we were looking at him in the sixth and seventh round, he was in our 
backyard and we were recruiting him and hoping to get him as a CFA and were fortunate to do that," 
Elway told Orange and Blue 760 on Tuesday. 
 
"Fortunate" is cosmically understating the situation. 
 
Lindsay has become the lifeblood of the Broncos' offense. 
 
The 5-foot-8 rookie runs like an iron fist. Once engaged, Lindsay blasts through opponents, picking up 
steam on the second level, and gallops away from defenders. His blend of power, speed, tenacity, and 
willingness to battle for every inch is joyous to watch.  
 
"He's a guy who is an underdog and plays with a chip on his shoulder, and that's what I like about him," 
Elway said, via the Mile High Report. "I think that his size was the one thing that was his drawback, but 
you look at his heart and you look at his ability and the speed." 
 
Lindsay has averaged 6.08 yards per carry this season, currently third-most in a single season since 1970, 
behind only Jamaal Charles (6.38) and Barry Sanders (6.13) and ahead of O.J. Simpson (6.03) and Adrian 
Peterson (6.03). 
 
In just 12 games, the Colorado product already has the third-most rushing yards in a season among 
undrafted rookies in the Super Bowl era. He's on pace for 1,250 yards, which would destroy the record 
(1,104 yards, Dominic Rhodes, Colts, 2001). 
 



At 190 pounds, Lindsay punches above his playing weight against defensive linemen and linebackers and 
can run away from defensive backs. According to Next Gen Stats, Lindsay reached 20-plus MPH on seven 
rushes this season, most in the NFL -- no other player has more than five such plays (Saquon Barkley and 
Tyreek Hill have five each).  
 
Lindsay's 28 runs of 10-yards or more are tied for third-most in the NFL among running backs with 
Christian McCaffrey, behind only Todd Gurley (33) and Ezekiel Elliott (32). Lindsay has played more than 
100 fewer snaps than all three and earned more than 75 fewer carries than the top two. 
 
Oh, and he's one of two RBs with 900-plus rush yards and no fumbles this season (Barkley). 
 
As the Broncos surge toward a possible playoff spot, they are riding the undrafted rookie. In the past 
three games, Lindsay has gobbled up 346 yards, a whopping 7.86 yards per carry, and five touchdowns. 
In that span, Denver beat the Chargers, Steelers, and Bengals -- two of which are playoff teams. 
 
Lindsay's 157-yard, two-touchdown performance this past week earned him NFL Player of the Week 
honors. 
 
When the undrafted rookie had the cojones to ask Broncos star Terrell Davis if he could rock his No. 30 
jersey this offseason, some looked sideways. Twelve games later, Lindsay is living up to the legend. 
 
"I'd take 53 of him," Elway said of Lindsay. "The way he plays the game and his attitude towards the 
game and the competitiveness, he's been absolutely tremendous this year and we're thrilled to have 
him." 
 
Thrilled and fortunate.   



Broncos’ Phillip Lindsay named AFC Offensive Player of 
the Week  
By Ryan O’Halloran 
Denver Post 
Dec. 6, 2018 
 
Broncos running back Phillip Lindsay added AFC Offensive Player of the Week to his terrific rookie 
resume Wednesday. 
 
Lindsay won the award after rushing 19 times for 157 yards (both season highs) and touchdowns of six 
and 65 yards in Sunday’s 24-10 win at Cincinnati. 
 
“It’s not an individual accolade, it’s a team accolade,” Lindsay said. “Without my offensive line, without 
the receivers doing what they’re doing, I can’t get it. If (quarterback) Case (Keenum) isn’t calling the 
plays and didn’t check (into) some of those runs, then I don’t get that.” 
 
Lindsay enters Sunday’s game at San Francisco with 937 yards (fourth-most in the NFL) on 154 carries 
(tied for 14th-most) and eight touchdowns (tied for fifth-most). 
 
Lindsay is the first undrafted rookie to win the award since Green Bay running back Samkon Gado in 
2005. 
 
Averaging 8.3 yards per carry against the Bengals, Lindsay became the first player since Jacksonville’s 
Fred Taylor in 2007 to average at least seven yards per attempt in three consecutive games. Lindsay also 
became the first Broncos rookie since Clinton Portis in 2002 to have back-to-back 100-yard games. 
 
In a conference call with reporters, San Francisco coach Kyle Shanahan compared Lindsay to San 
Francisco starting running back Matt Breida, who has 744 rushing yards this season but is out for 
Sunday’s game because of an ankle injury. 
 
“Just watching (Lindsay), he’s very similar to the guy we have,” Shanahan said. “They hit the hole full-
speed, they don’t mess around, they put their foot down and they go straight downhill. And when they 
get to one (tackler) left, they don’t slow down and try to make them miss, they make one cut and run 
away from them.” 
 
Lindsay’s role could expand after receiver Emmanuel Sanders sustained a season-ending torn Achilles on 
Wednesday. The Broncos may become even more committed to the run game. 
 
“My role is whatever it needs to be,” Lindsay said. “Whether it’s less touches or more touches, it’s going 
to be what it has to be.” 
  



Rookie of the Year front-runner Phillip Lindsay powering 
Broncos' playoff run 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
Dec. 4, 2018 
 
Oh, Phillip Lindsay might be powering the offense on a Denver Broncos team that suddenly finds itself in 
the league's postseason race. 
 
And, sure, he might be on the doorstep of a 1,000-yard rushing season, sitting at 937 yards with four 
games to play. He might even lead the league in yards per carry at the moment with 6.1, but Lindsay still 
can't get any significant couch time in the Broncos' complex. 
 
"[The Broncos defensive line] has got this couch, and rookies aren't supposed to be on it, but I'm always 
on it," Lindsay said with a laugh. "They throw me off, and when they turn their back, I get back on. ... But 
they're not going to let me on the couch until next year." 
 
Ah, the life of a rookie. But Lindsay, who is fourth in the league in rushing, has done plenty of the heavy 
lifting of late, as the Broncos now have a three-game win streak with Sunday's 24-10 victory over the 
Cincinnati Bengals in Paul Brown Stadium. Lindsay finished out the game with a career-best 157 yards 
rushing to go with two touchdowns, including a 65-yard sprint around the left sideline for a third-
quarter score. 
 
It was Lindsay's third 100-yard rushing game of the season, but his second in the past two games. He has 
scored five touchdowns in the current winning streak, and the undrafted rookie continues to win friends 
and influence people up and down the Broncos' roster. 
 
"He's just out of this world," Broncos linebacker Von Miller said. " ... I see it every day -- Phil is Phil, and 
everybody can see that now." 
 
"I think you judge lead backs by their durability, and he's been available every week," Broncos coach 
Vance Joseph said. "Everyone sees his size, and everyone's amazed of what he's doing right now ... he's 
a tough guy, he's fast through the hole. ... He gets to the second level with speed, and it's hard to tackle 
a back like that. He's been impressive; his maturity, his mentality, it's been impressive how tough he is." 
 
The 5-foot-8, 190-pounder has averaged more than 7 yards per carry in each of the team's past three 
wins and has had at least one run of at least 32 yards in each victory. And week after week, game after 
game, Lindsay keeps expanding his role in the offense as he helps a team that was 3-6 get into the thick 
of the playoff race. 
 
He had 67 yards on his first 12 carries on Sunday before Keenum spun to hand him the ball on a first-
and-10 from the Broncos' 35-yard line as Denver was trying to build on a 14-3 lead. With left tackle 
Garett Bolles out front, Lindsay flanked the Bengals' defense, launching himself through a gap and 
sprinting untouched up the sideline for a 65-yard score. 
 



"I think I keep answering the same questions about Phillip after every game," Keenum said. "He's a guy -
- I don't know what else to say about him except the league knows about him, I think opponents know 
about him ... he ought to be in the Rookie of the Year category, Pro Bowl, all that stuff, he deserves it ... 
he's a special dude." 
 
But it's not just Lindsay's double-take-worthy speed and decisiveness as a runner -- or even the growing 
pile of touchdowns -- that have won his teammates over. They like all of that, but it’s Lindsay's approach 
that they keep pointing to, how he acts in the days before and in the days after he blows up in a game. 
 
Lindsay is a Denver South High School graduate, went to the University of Colorado and is the first player 
from the Broncos' middle school football program to go on to play for the team. He lets one of his 
linemen spike the ball after he scores. On Sunday, Joseph tried to give Lindsay a game ball, but Keenum 
said: "He didn't want it, he wanted to give it to the offensive line." 
 
"[The offensive line] is doing a great job ... they're doing a great job, I can't stress that enough," Lindsay 
said. "They actually get mad if I don't get 5 yards. ... It's not about me, it's about the team." 
 
Lindsay has consistently credited his parents and four siblings for his approach to the game and how he 
makes his way through all of the growing attention. His teammates have embraced him, and the 
defensive line that won’t let him on the furniture has dubbed him "Pit Bull" out of respect for what 
they've seen from him. As Lindsay said, "When the defensive line gives you a nickname, you take it." 
 
The Broncos have four games remaining in the regular season and a puncher's chance at a playoff spot if 
they hold up their end of the bargain. Lindsay figures to be right in that mix, and nobody is happier than 
he is about everything, even as folks have moved on from questions about his size to ones about the 
"rookie wall." 
 
"When you're trying to win games and go to the playoffs," Lindsay said, "you don't have time for a 
rookie wall." 
  



Hometown Broncos hero Phillip Lindsay runs through 
Cincy on way to unprecedented achievement in modern 
NFL history 
By Mark Kiszla 
The Denver Post 
December 3, 2018 
 
Phillip Lindsay is on a run so amazing the NFL has never seen anything like it. He has dashed from the 
bottom of the Broncos depth chart, bolted past defenders grasping at nothing but air, and kept on trucking 
to the end zone, headed to a place where no undrafted rookie has ever gone. 
 
“We call him the pit bull,” Denver teammate Domata Peko said Sunday, after Lindsay rushed for 157 yards 
in a 24-10 victory against Cincinnati. 
 
Pit bull. That’s kind of cute for a young man with a squeaky voice and a demeanor as gentle as a pussy cat. 
It’s also an apt nickname for the relentless fight found in Lindsay, generously listed in your game program 
at 5-foot-8 and 190 pounds. 
 
But in the modern history of pro football, it appears Lindsay will soon be called something else: 
 
Unprecedented. 
 
Since the full merger of the NFL and AFL took place in 1970, no undrafted offensive player has ever earned 
an invitation to Pro Bowl as a rookie. 
 
“He’s having a heck of a year,” said Broncos quarterback Case Keenum. “He ought to be in the rookie of 
the year category, Pro Bowl, all that stuff. He deserves all that.” 
 
If Lindsay, averaging 6.57 yards every time he touches the ball via a hand-off or a pass, isn’t invited to the 
Pro Bowl, they should cancel the game. 
 
As Lindsay ripped 65 yards so quickly through the Cincy defense that no Bengal could lay a paw on him on 
his way to a touchdown that blew open the game in the third quarter, this thought crossed my mind: 
 
I’ve been covering the Broncos for 35 years, a full generation, and never seen anything quite like Lindsay. 
 
So I did a little research and discovered nobody anywhere in the league has seen anything quite like 
Lindsay for nearly 50 years. Travel a long-and-winding road back to 1970, when the Beatles broke up, 
when the AFL and NFL finally got together. You will find how difficult it is for an undrafted rookie to make 
such a big impression he’s selected for the Pro Bowl. 
 
In fact, during the previous 48 previous seasons since the merger, only seven undrafted players have been 
named to the Pro Bowl as a rookie. Three were kickers, including David Treadwell in 1989. One was a kick-
returner. Three defenders have also pulled off the rare feat, from Everson Walls with Dallas in 1981, 
through Rufus Porter (’88) and Brandon Browner (’11) with the Seahawks. 



 
But no offensive player has managed the trick. So I’m beginning to think this magic of Lindsay might be 
pretty rare. 
 
“I’m so happy he’s on our team. I’m happy we picked him up as a free agent, man,” Peko said. “I remember 
in training camp and OTAs, he was wearing No. 2, and all the guys were like: ‘Who the hell is that No. 2? 
He’s making plays on us, man.’ And now the world knows: It’s Phillip Lindsay, man.” 
 
Born in Denver, Lindsay is as Colorado as the “Native” bumper sticker on 1994 Ford Bronco. Devoid of 
ego, Lindsay lives in the basement of his parents’ house. Offered a game ball by coach Vance Joseph after 
a victory that evened the team’s record at 6-6, Lindsay didn’t really want it, because the offensive line 
deserves the accolades, he said. 
 
“I don’t like the attention,” Lindsay said. “It’s not about me, it’s about the team. That’s how it’s always 
been in my life. When you have family, and you’re in the middle of two older sisters and two younger 
brothers, it’s about them. It’s about your family. That’s what it’s about.” 
 
He has rushed for 937 yards. Only one of the 256 rookies drafted ahead of him has run farther. Saquon 
Barkley, selected No. 2 in the opening round by the New York Giants, has gained 954 yards on the ground. 
The Giants are paying Barkley $21 million. Lindsay’s salary is $495,000. Tell me: Who’s the better value? 
 
There’s a sofa at team headquarters. No rookie, no matter how weary after practice, is allowed to relax 
on it. “Rookies aren’t supposed to be on it, but I’m on it, so (the veterans) try to kick me off,” said Lindsay, 
laughing. “They throw me off it. But when they turn their back, I get on.” 
 
Just like a pit bull would. 
 
In a league where quarterbacks rule, Lindsay is the most valuable offensive player in Denver. The Broncos 
beat Cincinnati easily on a windy afternoon when Keenum threw for only 151 yards, because Lindsay did 
all the heavy lifting. 
 
The playoff chances of this team were flat-lining a month ago. Now the Broncos not only have a pulse, but 
renewed faith, despite injuries to key players from center Matt Paradis to cornerback Chris Harris Jr. Is it 
any surprise Lindsay is at the heart of this unlikely comeback? 
 
Scrolling through his imagination to describe how much a Colorado kid, raised by Denver South High and 
made a man at CU Boulder, means to these Broncos, Keenum scrambled for new superlatives: “I don’t 
know what else to say about him …” 
 
Start with these four words: Phillip Lindsay. Pro Bowler.  



Surprised? Nine months ago, Phillip Lindsay detailed his 
plan to prove the NFL wrong 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Athletic 
December 3, 2018 
 
Nine months ago, Phillip Lindsay was the undersized running back decked out in Colorado Buffaloes 
apparel running the room at Landow Performance, a training facility in Centennial, owned by the Broncos’ 
strength coach, Loren Landow. 
 
Back then, Lindsay was merely a hopeful for the NFL combine, a longshot for the NFL draft and a maybe 
for a rookie minicamp invite. His 5-foot-8, 190-pound frame was apparently a deterrent for NFL teams 
casting their new rosters. 
 
But back then, Lindsay also made a boastful — and so far truthful claim — that has provided the 
foundation for his record rookie season. 
 
“I think a lot of people don’t understand how athletic I really am and how fast I am,” he said. “So I’m just 
working on speed so I can impress the scouts. I know what I can do. I know my ability. My biggest motto 
is ‘outlast people.’ That’s what it’s about. It’s about outlasting people. When you work hard and you take 
a lot of time for your body and you start to see results as time goes on and you see you’re still healthier 
than a lot of people because you put that extra work in to outlast him.” 
 
Sunday, in a 24-10 victory over the Bengals that brought the Broncos back to .500 (6-6), Lindsay turned in 
his finest showing yet with a career-high 157 rushing yards and two touchdowns, including a breakaway 
65-yard score that left multiple defenders in his wake. 
 
Through the first 12 games of an NFL season he wasn’t even supposed to be a part of, according to the 
NFL’s scouting, Lindsay has amassed 937 rushing yards and eight touchdowns. His 1,126 scrimmage yards 
are the eighth-most by a Broncos rookie and the second-most among all undrafted rookies since the 1970 
AFL-NFL merger. 
 
Sunday he averaged 8.3 yards per carry, following the 7.9 and 7.2 he averaged in his previous two games 
— all wins. No player has averaged at least 7 yards a carry over a three-game stretch in 11 years since 
Fred Taylor in 2007, and Lindsay’s 6.1 average for the season currently stands as a Broncos record. 
 
With every game, every 100-yard outing, with every odds-defying touchdown run, the same questions are 
typically asked because the journey makes so little sense. 
 
“I think I just keep answering the same questions about Phillip after every game,” said Case Keenum, who 
had fewer passing yards (151) than Lindsay had rushing yards. “I don’t know what else to say about him. 
I think the league knows about him and opponents know about him and key on stopping him, but he 
continues to do stuff. He’s having a heck of a year. He’s gotta be in the rookie of the year category, Pro 
Bowl, all that stuff. He deserves all that.” 
 



Lindsay, the University of Colorado’s second all-time leading rusher, was snubbed by the NFL combine and 
then snubbed by every NFL team, none more so than the Broncos, whose headquarters are 45 miles from 
Folsom Field. 
 
At Lindsay’s pro day in Boulder, where he ran a blazing 4.39-second 40-yard dash, Broncos general 
manager John Elway, director of player personnel Matt Russell, senior personnel advisor Gary Kubiak and 
coach Vance Joseph were all in attendance. 
 
What’s more: Joseph and Russell are CU alumni and Joseph’s former teammate, former Buffs quarterback 
Darian Hagan, was Lindsay’s running backs coach at CU. 
 
What’s more: The Broncos expanded their haul of picks to 10 on the third day of the draft thanks to trades. 
They took a running back with their last selection. But it wasn’t Lindsay, much as he hoped it would be. 
David Williams is now on the Jaguars’ roster. 
 
If any team should have known about the kid, it should have been the team down the road. 
 
But more perplexing than Lindsay’s draft status is the speed and power that defy his size, something his 
teammates can only shake off with a smile. 
 
“He’s just out of this world,” Von Miller said. “He’s a great running back and a great teammate. It’s really 
no surprise to me especially, because I’ve seen it time and time again at practice. I can see the aura around 
him when he’s walking through the locker room. He’s going to be great.” 
 
Domata Peko agrees. 
 
“I remember in training camp and in OTAs he was wearing No. 2 and all the guys were like, ‘Who the hell 
is that No. 2 making all these plays on us?’’’ Peko said. “And now the world knows. It’s Phillip Lindsay, 
man. 
 
“The funniest part about it is we had our introductions to meet the new guys, and Phillip Lindsay said this 
(raises his voice to a high pitch): ‘My name is Phillip Lindsay. From Colorado. Went to Colorado.’ I’ll never 
forget that. It’s stuck in my head forever. But now we call him the Pit Bull. Teams are starting to see that 
he’s a pit bull, he plays with a lot of energy. I love that guy.” 
 
Although Lindsay’s pro day 40 would have been the second-fastest among backs at the combine this year, 
his ability to burn defenders and drop them with quick cuts is unlike anything the Broncos have seen in 
recent years. 
 
Lindsay, per usual, credits the play of his offensive line. He also credits his health; late in the season at CU, 
his body would be too beat up to utilize his speed. But Lindsay mostly credits Landow, who tweaked his 
technique to improve his speed ahead of his pro day. 
 
“He got me healthier and more explosive, back to feeling like myself,” Lindsay said. “… But when you got 
people like Garett Bolles running off the line — he was chasing (defenders) — it helps you out.” 
 
Lindsay’s spark on offense has been a savior for a unit in transition this year, with Keenum under center 
and offensive coordinator Bill Musgrave calling the shots. Once viewed as the team’s third-down back, 



Lindsay has quickly morphed into an every-down back who can be used in pass protection, who can catch 
passes in the backfield and can run power plays, using every bit of his 190-pound frame to bulldoze his 
way through defenders. 
 
“I think you judge lead backs by their durability,” Joseph said. “He’s available every week. It seems like 
everyone sees his physical size and they’re amazed of what he’s doing right now. He’s a tough guy. He’s 
fast through the hole, so he successfully avoids contact through the first line of defense, which is 
important. Also, our line is blocking well. His ability to get to the second level with speed is impressive. 
It’s hard to tackle a back like that when he’s not touched on the first level. His maturity and mentality 
each week has been very impressive.” 
 
Lindsay’s production will especially be key as the Broncos, who are in the hunt for the playoffs, face the 
final quarter of the season possibly without one of their top defenders and playmakers. Cornerback Chris 
Harris Jr. , who was on the verge of finishing a career season, suffered a fibula fracture early against the 
Bengals. 
 
Harris joined a lengthy list of Broncos starters and key players lost to injury, including guards Ron Leary 
(Achilles) and Max Garcia (ACL), center Matt Paradis (broken fibula), and tight ends Jeff Heuerman (broken 
ribs) and Jake Butt (ACL). 
 
Harris said he won’t need surgery and should the Broncos make the postseason, he is confident he’ll be 
able to return in time. 
 
“We can still win out. I still have faith in all my guys to finish the season strong,” he said. “I need them 
boys to win so I can get back on the field.” 
 
With Lindsay, it’s certainly possible. 
 
After the game Sunday, Joseph awarded the rookie and the Broncos’ offensive line a game ball for their 
work on the ground. Lindsay wanted no part of it. 
 
“I don’t like that attention. It’s not about me,” he said. “It’s about the team. That’s how I’ve always been 
in my life. When you have a family and you’re the middle of two older sisters and two younger brothers, 
it’s about them. It’s about your family.” 
  



From Rod Smith to Chris Harris Jr.: Phillip Lindsay joins 
impressive group of undrafted Broncos  
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
Nov. 29, 2018 
 
If you listen to how things are going for the Denver Broncos these days, it might seem like Phillip 
Lindsay's full name is "And-Lindsay-wasn't-even-invited-to-the-combine." 
 
Because that's often what folks end say about the rookie running back as he rockets through a sliver of 
space for yet another double-digit gain. Lindsay leads the Broncos in rushing yards, carries, rushing 
touchdowns and surprised looks. 
 
As analyst Tony Romo said this past Sunday during the Broncos' 24-17 victory over the Pittsburgh 
Steelers: "The whole league made a mistake." 
 
That's because Lindsay is the latest in a growing group of undrafted rookies the Broncos have signed, 
sealed and watched deliver. At 5-foot-8, 190-pound, Lindsay play with quickness, run with power and be 
mentally ready to perform in the biggest moments. 
 
"I was surprised when I didn't get drafted when it happened, a little bit mad, just surprised," said 
Lindsay, who played at Colorado. "But since then, my focus has really just been on doing my job, being 
prepared to play and taking advantage every single opportunity. Because I always believe in my 
abilities." 
 
Broncos linebacker Von Miller has been impressed with Lindsay's mettle. 
 
"Phillip? Phillip is that same guy he was when he came in," Miller said. "I think Phillip believed he could 
play and what he could do, and he just comes in, gets to work and does it."  
 
In 14 of the past 15 seasons, the Broncos have had at least one undrafted rookie make the team's 
opening week roster. Since 1997, 22 undrafted rookies have made Denver's opening week roster. 
 
And the profile, according to two of the most decorated undrafted players in franchise history -- former 
wide receiver Rod Smith and current cornerback Chris Harris Jr. -- starts with confidence. It's the belief 
you were overlooked and far from unqualified. 
 
"You work harder than you ever have before, as hard as you worked to get there, you work twice as 
hard to make it so you can stay," Smith said. 
 
Harris added: "You have to believe you can make plays, and every day you try to make enough plays no 
matter what you're doing so they notice. When I was on special teams as a rookie, I went at it like I 
wanted to be the best gunner on punt team anywhere. When I played on defense, I wanted to be 
making plays no matter what." 
 



In some ways it's also a product of the modern draft, which is just seven rounds. After the seven rounds 
are complete, there are many players remaining on draft boards around the league who carry a 
draftable grade and have futures as pros. 
 
Among the players in the Broncos Ring of Fame, for example, Karl Mecklenburg was a 12th-round pick in 
the 1983 draft, the 310th player chosen the same year the Broncos traded for John Elway while Gene 
Mingo and Smith were undrafted players. 
 
"Sometimes it's just how the picks fell that day," said Elway, the Broncos president of football 
operations/general manager. "Sometimes it's the picks that went in front of you, the names you have on 
the board when your picks came up and what you wanted to do in that moment. We know there are 
good football players left, players who could be really good Denver Broncos if we find the right guys and 
develop them."  
 
In Mike Shanahan's last year coaching the team, two of the players who made the 2008 Broncos as 
undrafted rookies -- linebacker Wesley Woodyard and punter Brett Kern -- are still in the league with the 
Tennessee Titans. A third undrafted player in that class -- tackle Tyler Polumbus -- is now the sideline 
analyst for the Broncos' radio broadcasts. 
 
"You kind of know the history here," Harris said. "You could see it again in camp, man, Phillip came to 
play. He's like me: He should have been drafted, but he wasn't. So you just show out every day to let 
people know." 
 
Lindsay went from potential depth player and returner to potential runner in the backfield rotation to 
the current No. 1 option. The Broncos have tried to manage his workload, even in the two games that 
fellow rookie Royce Freeman missed with an ankle injury. 
 
Lindsay hasn't had more than 18 carries in any game this season, but he has had two 100-yard rushing 
games -- he was the first back of the season to top 100 yards against the Steelers -- and four games with 
at least 90 yards rushing. Toss in his 24 receptions and you have a linchpin player in the offense. 
 
When Broncos coach Vance Joseph was asked this week to explain how Lindsay has been such an 
effective between-the-tackles runner, he could have been summing up Lindsay's launch up the depth 
chart. 
 
"It's speed and it's courage," Joseph said. "You've got to have courage to run through darkness, and 
that's what it is inside. Honestly, it is. In this league, the holes open and close. He has the courage and 
the speed to run through darkness and to run through the smoke, so to speak. He's so fast through the 
hole that by the time the linebackers see him, he's so close to them it's hard for those guys to tackle 
him. He gets into the secondary really fast. I think it's a combination of speed and courage."  
  



Broncos notes: Lindsay on pace to give No. 30 first 1,000 
yard season in 20 years 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
November 26, 2018 
 
For the first time in 20 years, the Broncos’ No. 30 jersey is headed for a 1,000-yard season. 
 
Terrell Davis should know rookie Phillip Lindsay is carrying his number well. 
 
Lindsay had four carries of 32, 14, 12 and 18 yards for 76 of his 110 yards Sunday in the Broncos’ 24-17 
upset victory against the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
 
After his 2-yard touchdown run in the fourth quarter held as the winning score, Lindsay handed the ball 
to left tackle Garett Bolles for the celebratory spike. 
 
“They deserve it," Lindsay said of his offensive line. “They’re out there putting their body on the line 24/7. 
They get the least talked about out of everybody and they come in here ready to work. On top of that, 
people were (trashing them) at the beginning. They deserve everything they get. They’re out there 
working.” 
 
Lindsay now has 780 yards – on a fabulous 5.8 yards per carry – with five games to go. He topped the 
team’s previous undrafted rookie record of 729 yards set by Selvin Young in 2007 and he’s on pace to 
surpass the 1,007 yards C.J. Anderson had last year as the best undrafted rushing season in Broncos 
history. 
 
As for No. 30, the last good season that number had was in 1998, when Davis rushed for 2,008 yards to 
win the NFL Most Valuable Player Award. Davis suffered a knee injury early the next season and was never 
the same, although by then he already had done enough to be elected into the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Harris incentive 
 
Broncos’ cornerback Chris Harris Jr. hit the first of his $3 million incentive package Sunday by getting his 
third interception. That was worth a $200,000 bonus. 
 
“I needed that," Harris said. “A nice little check." 
 
If he gets two more, he’ll get another $300,000. 
 
Harris also has team-based incentives where if the Broncos win six games (he needs one more) and he 
plays 65 percent of the snaps (he may already have crossed that threshold), he’ll get another $300,000 
bonus. 
 
He’ll get another $300,000 if the Broncos win 8 games and he records 75 percent playing time. Those 8 
wins suddenly seem reachable. 
 



It’s a unique incentive package that only players like Tom Brady and Harris have -- players who arguably 
have outproduced the value of their current contract. Does Harris recommend such incentive packages 
for players? 
 
“I don’t plan on doing this ever again," he said, meaning he’d prefer to have the money guaranteed. “I’m 
not doing this again. This is probably the only year." 
 
Barrett to get MRI, X-rays negative on Brock’s ribs 
 
Broncos outside linebacker Shaq Barrett, who got his third sack of the season late in the third quarter 
Sunday, suffered a hip flexor and will have an MRI on Monday morning. 
 
It could be a concern because Barrett suffered a serious hip injury while working out in the offseason of 
2017, although he didn’t miss any time. 
 
The Broncos also lost No. 3 cornerback Tramaine Brock to a rib injury. Brock has some cartilage damage, 
but X-rays were negative so there’s hope he can play next week at Cincinnati. 
 
Tight end Jeff Heuerman suffered a game-ending back injury but there is hope a week of treatment will 
allow him to play against the Bengals. 
 
Taylor finished for year 
 
After keeping receiver Jordan Taylor on their physically unable to perform (PUP) list following a three-
week, midseason practice trial, there was hope the popular “Sunshine” could return later this year. 
 
That won’t be the case. Taylor will not be able to recover from surgeries on both hips in time to help the 
Broncos this year. He is confident he will be fully healthy and ready to play next year, when he is eligible 
for restricted free agency. 
  



Broncos' Lindsay uses combine, draft snubs as fuel for 
fire 
By Arnie Stapleton  
Associated Press 
November 24, 2018 
 
Omitted from the combine invitation list and ignored in the NFL draft, Denver Broncos rookie running 
back Phillip Lindsay has gone from head-scratcher to head-turner. 
 
"I remember the first couple of times I watched him five, six weeks ago on video, I had to get a flip card 
to figure out who he was," Pittsburgh Steelers coach Mike Tomlin said. 
 
Broncos star linebacker Von Miller knows the feeling. He recalled that when Lindsay first showed up, he 
was known simply by the No. 2 jersey he wore. 
 
"When he was No. 2 running here in OTAs, nobody really knew who he was," Miller said. "He was catching 
screens and passes all over the place. Then he got a little bit of success and he was the exact same guy. 
Hats off to Phillip for doing that. For being from Colorado, going to CU and having a whole town on your 
back, it can be tough. But he's been the exact same guy." 
 
As in, the Broncos' best offensive player. 
 
When assessing the Broncos (4-6), whom the Steelers (7-2-1) visit this weekend , Tomlin started off not 
with Emmanuel Sanders or Case Keenum but with the former University of Colorado star he called "a great 
runner who is dangerous." 
 
On Friday, Lindsay said he appreciated the nod from Tomlin. 
 
"It is an honor. But now I've got to go out and do it again," Lindsay told The Associated Press. "In his case, 
it sucks for him because now it's time for him to see what it's about." 
 
Welcome, Mike Tomlin, to Phillip Lindsay's told-you-so tour. 
 
"I'm proud to be undrafted and to be able to do the things I've done because it's a slap in everybody's 
face," Lindsay said. "But you know at some point in time you've got to get past that and you have to go 
for other things that have that chip, something else has to always feed you. 
 
"First, for me, it was not getting drafted, so I had to prove myself to get into the NFL. Now, I'm in the NFL. 
Now my whole thing is to show everybody that I'm the best rookie running back coming out and I didn't 
even get drafted. So, shame on them." 
 
Lindsay also uses the combine snub as his motivation. 
 
"Oh yeah, it's disrespectful. But it fueled my fire and got me here to where I am today," Lindsay said. 
 



On opening weekend, Lindsay's 102 yards from scrimmage made him the third undrafted player — and 
first running back — in the common draft era (since 1967) to top 100 yards and score a touchdown in his 
NFL debut. 
 
With fellow rookie Royce Freeman, a third-round pick out of Oregon, injured, Lindsay made his first start 
in Week 8 at Kansas City and rushed for the most yards (95) in team history by a rookie in his starting 
debut. 
 
Lindsay is averaging 5.5 yards a carry and has rushed for 670 yards and five touchdowns, including two 
against the Chargers last week. He also has two dozen catches for 187 yards and a TD. 
 
"I think you can stop wondering 11 games in," Tomlin said. "I think he's got a big enough body of work. 
He's a guy to be reckoned with. Inside and out, he's capable of making big runs." 
 
Lindsay has become so valuable on offense that the Broncos are using Devontae Booker to return kicks 
and River Cracraft to return punts even though Lindsay is the team's best player at both. 
 
What impresses Keenum is Lindsay's upward trajectory even as defensive coordinators have begun 
scheming to stop him specifically: "I think for him to keep doing that is big time." 
 
"Obviously, it's Week 12 and it's not a fluke," Broncos coach Vance Joseph said. "He's a really good player. 
He's a durable player and he makes plays every week. 
 
"We're lucky to have him — very lucky." 
 
Several teams reached out to Lindsay and his agent after he went undrafted, but the Broncos had a built-
in advantage. The first player from the Broncos Futures Football program for middle schoolers to sign an 
NFL contract, Lindsay starred at Denver's South High School before playing for the Buffaloes. 
 
Lindsay said he wanted to stay close to home — or, rather, at his parents' home. 
 
"When you're a college free agent, you're not getting a lot of money," Lindsay said. "So, you go somewhere 
else you damn near don't have no money. But for me, I'm able to stay at home right now, save my money 
and be more comfortable. And it was just the best fit for me, a better fit for me all around." 
  



‘He’s a guy to be reckoned with’: How local star Phillip 
Lindsay has quickly become an NFL household name 
By Nick Jhabvala  
The Athletic 
November 24, 2018 
 
Mike Tomlin didn’t know who or what he was watching. It was early in the season, and Phillip Lindsay, a 
well-known name in Colorado, had already begun to leave his mark on the NFL, with a touchdown catch 
against Seattle and 107 rushing yards against Oakland to become the first undrafted rookie in NFL history 
to top 100 yards from scrimmage in each of his first two games. 
 
“I remember the first couple of times I watched him five, six weeks ago on cross video, I had to get a flip 
card to figure out who he was,” the Steelers coach told the Pittsburgh media Tuesday. “But he’s quick and 
fast, young Colorado guy and makes a lot of plays for them. I think you can stop wondering 11 (weeks) in. 
I think he’s got a big enough body of work. He’s a guy to be reckoned with. Inside and out, he’s capable of 
breaking big runs.” 
 
Although the Broncos sit at 4-6 and are on an uphill climb to .500 and even playoff contention, they boast 
one of the biggest surprises of the season — to those outside Colorado. For four years, Lindsay 
consistently produced at the University of Colorado and defied his 5-foot-8 frame to become the 
program’s all-time leader in all-purpose yards (5,926) and yards from scrimmage (4,849) and the Buffs’ 
No. 2 all-time rusher (3,707 yards). 
 
Snubbed by the NFL combine and overlooked by all 32 NFL teams in the draft, Lindsay not only has proved 
doubters wrong but also has quickly become a household name. No longer is he that kid from Colorado. 
Or that kid with the hair. Or simply that fast little back who went undrafted. 
 
Lindsay, in 10 games, has been the most consistent force on the Broncos’ offense and continues to climb 
the team’s record books with his 670-and-counting rushing yards as a rookie. 
 
To some, it’s a surprise. To Lindsay, it’s a promise fulfilled. 
 
“To me, there’s not another running back better than me,” he told The Athletic days before the draft. 
“Yeah, there are running backs bigger than me. But there aren’t running backs that are consistent like me, 
that went through the things I went through and are leaders. They’re just there. For me, I’m going to make 
an organization great and I’m going to be a leader and I’m going to do what I have to on and off the field, 
and I’m going to help football games and produce.” 
 
Lindsay’s impact can’t be overstated. 
 
He’s made a fan out of Hall of Famer Terrell Davis, won the respect of Von Miller and ranks fifth in the NFL 
with an average of 5.54 yards per carry. His 670 rushing yards rank ninth among all rushers in the NFL. 
Only two of those in the top 10 are rookies. The other, Saquon Barkley, was the second overall pick in 
2018. He received a $21 million signing bonus from the Giants. Lindsay received a $15,000 bonus when 
he chose the Broncos as a free agent. 
 



With 60 more rushing yards, Lindsay will pass Selvin Young (729 yards in 2007) for the most by an 
undrafted rookie in Broncos history. “Done in the first half,” Broncos Ring of Fame receiver and fellow 
undrafted player Rod Smith said on Twitter. 
 
And if Lindsay maintains this clip, he’ll finish his first year in sixth place among all Broncos rookies — just 
below Davis’ 1,117 in 1995. 
 
Through 11 weeks, the Broncos rank sixth in the NFL with 49 big plays (20 or more yards). Lindsay has 
accounted for seven of those — six rushes and one catch. And of the Broncos’ 25 offensive touchdowns, 
Lindsay has six (five rushing, one receiving), including the go-ahead score in the Broncos’ upset victory 
over the Chargers last weekend in Los Angeles. 
 
After trotting into the end zone for the 2-yard score, Lindsay gave the Mile High Salute that Davis made 
famous. 
 
Before the start of the season, Lindsay reached out to Davis to get his approval for wearing his No. 30 
jersey. And in the weeks since, Davis has regularly celebrated Lindsay’s feats with him, acknowledging him 
on social media and staying in touch. 
 
Lindsay had wanted to honor Davis with the salute, but the timing, he knew, had to be right. 
 
“I kind of thought I would do it later on,” Lindsay said. “I wanted to get more respect from people before 
I did anything like that.” 
 
Ask around the Broncos’ locker room and Lindsay has reached that goal. 
 
“I’ll tell you what about Phillip, he’s the same exact guy that he was when he first got here,” Miller said. 
“When he was No. 2 running around here in OTAs, nobody really knew who he was. He was catching 
screens and passes all over the place. Then he got a little bit of success and he was the same exact guy. 
Hats off to Phillip for doing that. For being from Colorado, going to CU and having the whole town on your 
back, it can be tough, but he’s been the exact same guy. Hats off to Phillip. He’s still got a lot more to go. 
To keep his head down and to keep going, for him to be able to do that, it shows the type of person that 
he is.” 
 
Lindsay, who was born and raised in Aurora and attended Denver South High before heading north to 
Boulder for college, is the 17th player to play football at every level in Colorado and the first NFL product 
to come through the Broncos Futures Football program for middle-school athletes. 
 
Despite making it big and despite quickly morphing into one of the hottest players in the league, Lindsay 
still lives at home with his parents, a setup that has pros and cons, he said. 
 
“Right now, it’s the smartest decision,” he said. “And plus, I have four brothers and sisters. Everybody is 
out of the house. It’s just me. Right now it’s just a smart decision for me to get on my feet.” 
 
Every decision is calculated — and has to be at this level, Lindsay said. But no decision was more significant 
than the one he had to make in late April after every team, including the Broncos, passed on him in the 
draft. Lindsay had to about 15 minutes to decide which team he’d join as a college free agent, and the 
long list of options was whittled down to primarily two — Denver and Baltimore. 



 
“I got my agent on my phone on one end, I got my family with me telling me what I should do and I’m 
sitting here and I had damn near all 32 teams calling me,” Lindsay recalled. “So you’re like, damn. And you 
don’t have enough time to weigh out all the pros and cons. My agent was really pushing for me to stay 
here because he felt this was the best opportunity for me. My father and my mother really felt I should 
stay here at the end. I was so close to going somewhere else just because of the situation and I was looking 
at the running backs and seeing somebody else drafted and then they want you. You get kind of upset. 
 
“But this is where it’s like: ‘Think before you do things.’ I had to calm down and think before I decided.” 
 
Lindsay informed the Broncos he’d be joining them. Regrets? 
 
“Hell, no,” he said. “I love it here. It’s my home state, and I’m earning my teammates’ respect. That’s all I 
can try to do.” 
  



Phillip Lindsay moves from comforts of home to top NFL 
rookie candidate 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
Nov. 19, 2018 
 
In football, an inconvenient sport in the sense games are once a week leaving six other days for 
newspapers and TV stations to fill, the star returning to play at home has long been a go-to storyline. 
 
Broncos’ running back Phillip Lindsay, who has emerged as a star in his very first professional season, 
home is where his bed has been. Lindsay lives at mom and dad’s house, sleeping in his downstairs 
bedroom by night, and practicing with his hometown Broncos by day. Sundays, the hometown kid 
enters a whole new universe. 
 
“I’m being smart right now,’’ Lindsay said during a sit-down interview with 9NEWS this week. “I did go 
undrafted so it’s about saving money and being smart with your money right now.’’ 
 
Lindsay did get the third-highest signing bonus among undrafted rookies in the John Elway era at 
$15,000. Only Jamal Carter ($20,000) and Lerentee McCray ($17,000) received more. But had Lindsay 
been drafted in, say, the sixth round like Highlands Ranch-grown offensive lineman Sam Jones did, he 
would have got a signing bonus of $168,556. 
 
During his formative football years at Denver South High School and the University of Colorado, Lindsay 
was often called the best pound-for-pound running back, first in the state, then in the Pac-12. Such 
distinctions are often given to those who carry fewer pounds. Lindsay is 5-foot-7 ¼, 184 pounds, as 
officially measured at his Pro Day in March. 
 
With 591 rushing yards to lead all NFL rookies – 5 more than No. 2 overall draft pick Saquan Barkley of 
the New York Giants – Lindsay may well be the league’s best dollar-for-dollar player. His rookie ceiling 
figured to be a spot on the Broncos’ 53-man roster as a third down back and special team returner. 
 
He blew through that ceiling to become the Broncos’ starting tailback who has averaged 16 carries and 
two catches in the past three games. 
 
“No, I’m not surprised just because of the person I am,’’ said Lindsay, who plays against the AFC West-
rival Chargers in Los Angeles on Sunday. “I work hard. I’m fortunate to have a good line and a great 
running back coach (Curtis Modkins).’’ 
 
Lindsay’s former college coach, Mike McIntyre, is under fire after the CU Buffaloes’ 5-0 start became 5-
6. Ever since the Buffs blew a 31-3 lead to lose to Oregon State three weeks ago, McIntyre’s job status 
has been on high-alert watch. 
 
“Coach Mac is a great coach,’’ Lindsay said. “I know he doesn’t pay too much attention to what people 
say. He’s been in a predicament like that before where rumors have swirled and the next year (in 2016) 
had a great year. 
 



“It’s just unfortunate for him that a lot of his players got hurt at the wrong time. You got Laviska 
(Shenault) that’s coming off the (toe) injury he did. You had K.D. Nixon, who’s hurt. Coach’s son Jay 
McIntyre was hurt. A couple offensive linemen. It’s hard. The defensive lineman, Evan Worthington was 
hurt. That’s big. People don’t understand that. Now it’s about the young kids getting experience and 
that’s what’s happening right now.’’ 
 
Lindsay had plenty family and friends during his five years at CU (he redshirted his freshman year after 
suffering a torn ACL in his senior high school season). But there is local fame on the Boulder campus and 
there is national stardom while succeeding for the Broncos. 
 
“It’s a lot more attention on you,’’ Lindsay said. “For me, I don’t like all that attention so I kind of stay 
out of the spotlight. I stay to myself. As a rookie, it’s a lot. It’s a lot to focus on. Every day you’re doing 
something different. Games are fast. The week is fast. There’s so much stuff going on that you don’t 
have time to enjoy and sashay around.’’ 
 
How was your day, son? Secure at his folks’ home, fast and strong for any size, Lindsay is one of the 
league’s top Offensive Rookie of the Year candidates, along with Barkley, Indianapolis guard Quentin 
Nelson and possibly Cleveland quarterback Baker Mayfield if he continues to play well in the second 
half. 
 
Those three competitors for the rookie award were all drafted within the top six picks of the first round. 
Lindsay went in the “no round,” signing sometime after Washington used the No. 256 and final selection 
on receiver Trey Quinn. 
 
“I definitely would like it (the rookie award), but I don’t have any say in it, nor do I care about Barkley 
and Baker Mayfield, what they’re doing because I’m focused on winning games for us,’’ Lindsay said. “Of 
course, you’re going to want the big-name people to win it, but at the end of the day I’m going to keep 
moving forward. I’m going to have the offensive line and quarterback and everybody’s behind me. 
That’s all that matters.’’ 
 
For these final seven games, Lindsay is concentrating on improving his game. Just because a player has 
done more than expected doesn’t mean he can’t expect more from himself. 
 
“Just slowing down my reads,’’ he said. “Making the right cuts, helping my offensive linemen out more. 
Continue to get more involved in the passing game and get open and continue to break tackles. And just 
get more comfortable when being in the game. The more reps you get, the more times you’re in the 
game, I feel I have come far from the first game till now. And I feel like I have to continue to work on my 
pass blocking. I feel like I pass block well, but I haven’t had as many chances as I’ve wanted.’’ 

  
  



Way Back When: Where Phillip Lindsay's season is 
tracking in Broncos history for undrafted rookie running 
backs 
By Jim Saccomano 
DenverBroncos.com 
Nov. 9, 2018 
 
There is no question that one of the brightest players on the Denver Broncos this year is Phillip Lindsay. 
 
Everyone loves the play and attitude of the undrafted rookie running back from the University of Colorado, 
but the most uncommon aspect of his situation, what really makes it special, is that Lindsay was not 
drafted. 
 
All 32 teams passed on him for seven rounds before Denver signed Lindsay as a free agent. 
 
Local boy makes good. 
 
But here is how rare his situation truly is: 
 
Just over the season's halfway mark, Lindsay has already posted the 10th-most rushing yards by a rookie 
in franchise history. 
 
He has 591 rushing yards, good for sixth in the NFL, and at the halfway mark, he is the only running back 
in the league with fewer than 100 carries. 
 
In Broncos history, 59 years of play, Lindsay is just the fifth undrafted rookie running back with significant 
stats. 
 
But that list includes Wendell Hayes — who had 411 rushing yards in 1966, even before Floyd Little — and 
Hayes, while undrafted, had been cut in camps by Dallas, Denver and Oakland, which is way more camp 
experience than Lindsay had. 
 
Mike Bell was second in rushing on the Broncos with 677 yards in 2006, and rookie Selvin Young had 729 
yards in 2007. 
 
The gold standard for Bronco undrafted rookie running backs so far though has been C.J. Anderson, a five-
year player here and a vital cog on our Super Bowl 50 championship team. But in 2013, Anderson's rookie 
year, he was a reserve who ran for just 38 yards for the season. 
 
These references only point out how rare it is for Lindsay to be doing all this. 
 
After fellow rookie Royce Freeman (who's having a terrific season of his own, too!) was sidelined with an 
ankle injury recently, Lindsay became the first undrafted rookie to start in the NFL since Washington's Rob 
Kelley in 2016. 
 



The most yards for a Broncos undrafted rookie running back are the 729 by Young, and Lindsay certainly 
is within striking distance at 591 with seven games left to play. 
 
So while you are enjoying the season Phillip Lindsay is having for the Broncos, take just a moment to 
realize how truly rare it is. 
  



Broncos Briefs: Terrell Davis continues to be impressed 
by Phillip Lindsay 
By Ryan O’Halloran 
The Denver Post 
November 2, 2018 
 
Twenty-three years ago, Broncos running back Terrell Davis emerged from obscurity as a sixth-round pick 
to rush for 1,117 yards as a rookie. 
 
This year, Phillip Lindsay has risen from being an undrafted free agent to enter Sunday’s game against 
Houston with 531 rushing yards (ninth-best in the NFL), putting him on pace for 1,062. 
 
The old No. 30 is impressed with the new No. 30. 
 
“He’s playing well,” Davis said Thursday after giving the keynote speech at the Broncos Business Huddle. 
“(What) I saw in training camp, he’s as advertised. He’s explosive, he’s strong for a guy his size (5-foot-8, 
190 pounds) and he brings excitement to the game. 
 
“He’s a valuable weapon out of the backfield and has a lot of tools he can work with. I like where he’s 
going. I wish (the Broncos) would be playing a little better now, but they have a back they can count on 
for a very long time.” 
 
Lindsay wore No. 2 during the offseason program and preseason but once he made the team, he asked 
Davis if he could wear No. 30. Davis, a Pro Football Hall of Famer, happily approved. Lindsay has rushed 
for at least 60 yards in six of the Broncos’ eight games and also has 18 catches. 
 
Asked if watching another Broncos No. 30 running back flourish was special, Davis said: “It is because 
going to back to our conversation (after the preseason), I got the sense he’s a confident young man. He’s 
an underdog and I can identify with what he went through. He has a hunger. I said, ‘That’s what No. 30 is 
about.’ I think it’s perfect to have a guy who wasn’t drafted wearing No. 30.” 
 
Lindsay has been a bright spot during an otherwise disappointing first half of the season (3-5 record). 
 
“This team is just inconsistent, has some holes in certain areas and, obviously, the quarterback play (by 
Case Keenum) hasn’t been what they expected,” Davis said. “Defensively, they haven’t been the defense 
we expected them to be. A few games I’ve watched and tried to say, ‘All right, maybe they’ve turned the 
page.’ And (then) you don’t see it the next game.” 
 
Davis followed his rookie year with seasons of 1,538, 1,750 and 2,008 yards before injuries limited him 
from 1999-2001 and he retired. Davis said several members of his family, including his mother, live in the 
Denver area so he returns often. 
 
Chubb honored. Broncos linebacker Bradley Chubb was named NFL Defensive Rookie of the Month for 
October after totaling 16 tackles and 5 1/2 sacks in five games. 
 



Chubb is only the third Broncos player to win the award, joining inside linebacker D.J. Williams (December 
2004) and teammate Von Miller (November 2011). 
 
“Every week he improves in something, whether it’s coverage or (pass) rush or just playing the run,” coach 
Vance Joseph said. 
 
Chubb is one of just seven rookies since 1982 to have at least 5 1/2 sacks during a three-game span and 
the first since San Francisco’s Aldon Smith in 2011. 
 
The Rams’ Aaron Donald (eight sacks), Kansas City’s Dee Ford (six), Chubb and Washington’s Ryan Kerrigan 
(4 1/2) led the league in October. 
 
Indianapolis guard Quenton Nelson was named Offensive Rookie of the Month. 
 
Footnotes. Miller on receiver Demaryius Thomas — his teammate from 2011 until Tuesday — being 
traded to Houston: “(Tuesday) was an extremely sad day. (Wednesday) was super weird. The thing that 
everybody says is, ‘That’s just the business.’ I love him to death but Sunday we’re going to have to get 
him. I’m happy for him going to a place where they need a receiver like him.” … The Broncos added fullback 
Andy Janovich (thigh) to the injury report and he was limited on Thursday. Right tackle Jared Veldheer 
(knee) was again limited and is “hopeful” to return after missing four consecutive games. … Ten Texans 
players were limited, including outside linebacker Jadeveon Clowney, who has a groin injury.  



Phillip Lindsay leads a youth movement key to Broncos' 
2-0 start 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
Sept. 18, 2018 
 
Domata Peko has played in 187 games in an NFL career that is now in its 13th season. 
 
And he has often said, with a laugh, that he doesn't learn a rookie's name "until they make the team. I 
appreciate them and how hard they work, but until they make the team I just call them by their number 
or something." 
 
Two weeks into the Denver Broncos' season, Peko knows a lot of rookie names -- and nicknames -- and 
some "thank yous" are in order. 
 
"I mean, we have Rolls Royce [Royce Freeman] and the pit bull, number 30, Phillip Lindsay," Peko said. 
"Just keep handing the ball to those two young guys -- they are doing great." 
 
The Broncos' youth movement was on full display during Sunday's 20-19 win over the Oakland Raiders, as 
it was in the season opener against the Seattle Seahawks. Ten rookies made the Broncos' 53-man roster, 
and coach Vance Joseph promised it was because the team had plans for them. 
 
That total included eight of the team's 10 draft picks from this past April to go with undrafted rookies 
Lindsay and linebacker Alexander Johnson. Also in the youthful mix is wide receiver Tim Patrick, who spent 
two stints on the Broncos' practice squad in 2017 -- his rookie season. 
 
It's a group that has quickly won over teammates with a no-nonsense approach and an attention to 
details. It's a noticeable departure from the previous two draft classes that had a selection of players who 
were often criticized by teammates for lacking in those areas. Some of the team's veteran players had 
gone as far as to use the word "entitled." Broncos linebacker Von Miller, a team captain, indicated how 
much differently this group of younger players is viewed in the locker room after Sunday's win when he 
was asked about the team's leadership. 
 
"It's not really about the six or five captains that we have," Miller said. "Honestly, the rookies and the new 
guys that we have, they are playing lights out. They gave us a hell of a boost on offense and defense. If we 
look at some of the things that Phillip Lindsay did for us today, and Tim Patrick and Courtland Sutton, all 
those guys, they weren't here last year. So we did a great job of going and getting playmakers and big-
time guys that help lift everybody around them. That makes a captain and a leader's job a whole lot easier 
having guys like that." 
 
Lindsay, a graduate of Denver South High School, rushed for 107 yards Sunday, including a 53-yard run in 
the second quarter. With his 102 yards from scrimmage in the team's opening-week win over the 
Seahawks, Lindsay is now the first undrafted player in the league's history to top 100 yards from 
scrimmage in his first two games. 
 



Lindsay was the Broncos' back of choice during a 10-point fourth quarter. Patrick also had a 26-yard catch-
and-run to put the Broncos in field-goal position to win Sunday's game. 
 
"I am here to be our spark player," Lindsay said. "I am here to make sure that I get my teammates going, 
whether it is on a punt, if it is on a kickoff or kickoff return, anything. I am going to do what I have to to 
get our team moving. ... I can't thank Mr. [John] Elway enough for letting me be a part of this." 
 
Freeman also had his first rushing touchdown of the season Sunday, which closed out the Broncos' first 
scoring drive of the game. 
 
Sutton came within two replay reviews of two of the biggest plays of the game. He had a 42-yard 
completion overturned early in the third quarter when replay showed he didn't maintain possession and 
he had a 21-yard touchdown erased when officials said his foot had touched out of bounds before he 
landed in the end zone. The plays were indicative of just how much quarterback Case Keenum is looking 
for the rookie because as he said, "I trust him." 
 
In all, seven of the Broncos' rookies were in uniform and played in Sunday's win, in addition to Patrick. 
And that's not going to change in the weeks ahead as coach Vance Joseph said those players have earned 
every minute of that time. 
 
"Those guys are qualified, we've got a lot of young guys playing, but they've shown us in the last two 
weeks that it's not too big for them," Joseph said. "They're just doing their jobs. They're good players, 
they're good athletes and they're tough guys. ... They're all qualified." 
  



How Phillip Lindsay's roots guide his devotion to the 
Denver community 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 19, 2018 
 
All Phillip Lindsay wants to be for the kids who were at West High School’s Tuesday-afternoon football 
practice is Willis McGahee. 
 
As Lindsay approached the practice field at Sunken Gardens Park, ready to speak to the team, he recalled 
the impact that McGahee had on him in 2012, when he had an opportunity to touch a high-school 
student’s life, and Lindsay knew he could have that same effect six years later. 
 
The situation was much different in 2012, but the end result could be the same. 
 
Lindsay, fresh off surgery reconstructing his ACL after a devastating tear that ended his senior season at 
South High School, was at the lowest point of his life. His future in football was impossible to predict, and 
to him, the outlook didn’t seem bright. 
 
And then he got a call from then-Broncos running back Willis McGahee. 
 
At the time, McGahee was a busy man. The previous season, he had revitalized his career with a 1,199-
yard Pro Bowl season and was in the midst of a troubling start to the Peyton Manning era (which, of 
course, ended up being just fine). 
 
Yet during a break in the week leading up to the Broncos’ Week 3 game against Houston, he took the time 
to call Lindsay, who was known in the organization because of his participation in the Futures Football 
program that the Broncos run with Denver Public Schools. 
 
Lindsay knew McGahee well, at least through his family’s television set. The standout University of Miami 
running back was a star on the Hurricanes’ early ‘00s teams, but his collegiate career ended abruptly when 
he tore his ACL, PCL and MCL in the 2003 Fiesta Bowl National Championship Game. 
 
“I knew his story with his knee and how hard it was to get back,” Lindsay says. “To be able to see what he 
did after that brutal knee injury, it felt good to get a call the day after surgery. He was just like, ‘Hey.’ He 
didn’t have to do that. He didn’t have to take the time, but he did. He felt the need to take the time to tell 
me I was going to be OK. And now I’m sitting here in the same shoes he was in as a Denver Bronco.” 
 
For Lindsay, who now knows all the responsibilities that come with being an NFL player, the call amazes 
him even more. 
 
“Being in this job here in the NFL, it’s hard to find time to do the little things sometimes,” Lindsay says. 
“It’s not even that you forget; it’s so much going on. And for him … in my senior year of high school, at my 
lowest point, he called out of the blue. I was watching a Colorado Buffaloes game, and he called me. That 
gave me a lot of hope. It felt good that somebody cared enough to be able to contact me and reach out 
to me at the lowest time of my life.” 



 
Though visiting West’s practice Tuesday isn’t the same scenario, Lindsay knows the standard that’s been 
set for him as far as making an impact on young lives, and he wants to hold himself to that — even just 
days after becoming the first undrafted rookie to record at least 100 yards from scrimmage in each of his 
first two games. 
 
“I’m never going to be too big for this,” Lindsay says. “This is how I grew up and where I came from. 
Everybody here knows who I am, and it just feels comfortable. I don’t have to sit there and put on an act 
for anybody. I can just be myself, which I am anyway. But [it’s great] to just be able to be here and feel 
comfortable and see these young men and try to impact them so they can go on to college.” 
 
So when he spoke to the students, who will participate in this week's Broncos High School Game of the 
Week against North High School, he spoke of that importance, hoping they might follow in his footsteps 
as a scholar with two degrees, regardless of whether they’re able to chase NFL dreams as he did. 
 
 
“That’s the biggest thing,” Lindsay says. “The NFL is going to be there, and it’s going to come and go faster 
than you would go to college. For college and getting a degree, it’s probably one of the most satisfying 
things you can have. Yeah, I’m in the NFL and I’m grateful for it, but at the end of the day, I do have my 
degree. I have two. I’m excited about that, and I want to make sure that they understand that.” 
 
Following the speech, Lindsay walked off the field, meeting a few players one on one, including one who 
told Lindsay that he’s his hero. 
 
As big as expectations may get for Lindsay as a Bronco, they may be even bigger as a local idol, and even 
if he can’t be Willis McGahee, being Phillip Lindsay will be enough. 

  



Phillip Lindsay has gone from undrafted to unforgettable 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
Sept. 18, 2018 
 
Phillip Lindsay is taking the NFL by storm. He's also taking it all in stride. 
 
"I am just playing football, that's it," the Denver Broncos running back said after becoming the first 
undrafted player in NFL history to eclipse 100 yards from scrimmage in each of his first two NFL games. 
 
"I am just playing football for our team. I don't think of things like that." 
 
Keeping his head down has always been Lindsay's style. 
 
The 5-foot-8, 190-pound sparkplug was undeterred when he wasn't invited to the NFL combine and was 
bypassed by 32 teams in the draft despite piling up nearly 5,000 yards from scrimmage and scoring 39 
touchdowns at the University of Colorado. 
 
"I mean, since when have I not been the underdog?" Lindsay said after signing a $15,000 bonus this spring 
to try out for his hometown Broncos. 
 
He quickly made his mark on special teams and worked his way into the first-stringer drills as a third-down 
back and slot receiver, and he hastily won over his teammates, too. 
 
"Guys like that in the league, you just can't cover them," Von Miller said after getting his first glimpse of 
the man who earned the nickname "Tasmanian Devil" for his frenetic style. "They're just assets to the 
offense. You have to have a back like that and we definitely have one." 
 
Lindsay gained 102 yards in his debut against Seattle , scoring on a 29-yard pass play. On Sunday, he 
topped that with a 111-yard performance in Denver's 20-19 comeback win over Oakland that included 
107 yards on 14 carries. 
 
Lindsay, who won over Hall of Famer Terrell Davis by asking his permission to don jersey No. 30 , is still 
awed by the opportunity to play for the team he grew up watching. 
 
"For me, it's just a great opportunity to go out there," Lindsay said. "I am just happy we got the W. It's on 
to the next. We have a big game next weekend and we are going to go away." 
 
The Broncos (2-0) visit Baltimore (1-1) next weekend, and you can bet the Ravens will spend plenty of 
time preparing for the rookie running back who already has 178 yards on 29 carries for a whopping 6.1-
yard average — even if he won't be starting. 
 
Coach Vance Joseph said Monday that Lindsay remains the third stringer behind starter and fellow rookie 
Royce Freeman and third-year pro Devontae Booker, who has five carries for 21 yards and two catches 
for 11 yards so far. 
 



"Our deal with that room is more of game planning, it's what they do best, it's who has the hot hand that 
day," Joseph said. "So, we don't have to make a depth chart change to give him more carries or to give 
Royce more carries or to give Book more opportunities. It's really what we do and to have three guys who 
are all different, it's really tough on defenses. 
 
"So, he can be the 3 and still get 10 touches or 12 or 14 or Book can be the 2 and still get seven or eight. 
So, it doesn't matter who's the starter." 
 
Look at Sunday's game as evidence: Freeman started but only got 16 snaps, less than Booker (22) and 
Lindsay (28). 
 
General manager John Elway has received plenty of kudos for his 2018 draft class but the gem so far has 
been the one player nobody drafted. 
 
A Colorado alum himself, Joseph was no stranger to Lindsay's talents. 
 
"It's hard to believe he didn't go to the combine," Joseph said recently. "Obviously he's a Buff, so I've 
watched Phillip for three years as a starter in a major conference. He was a great player. We were all 
surprised he didn't go to the combine, and obviously signing him as a free agent was tough because we 
drafted two backs. We pursued him heavy and he stayed home." 
 
The Broncos selected Freeman in the third round and Arkansas' David Williams in the seventh. 
 
While Williams toils on Denver's practice squad, Freeman has rushed for 99 yards and a touchdown on 23 
carries for a solid 4.3-yard average through two games. 
 
The Broncos started out Sunday with three three-and-outs as Freeman, who would score on a 1-yard run 
in the second half, ran twice for minus-1 yard and 1 yard before Lindsay broke free for a 53-yard gain. 
 
"I am here to be our spark player," Lindsay said. "I am here to make sure I get my teammates going, 
whether it is on a punt, if it is on a kickoff or kickoff return, anything. I am going to do what I have to do 
to get our team moving."  



Denver's own Phillip Lindsay runs to NFL rookie record 
By Mike Chambers 
The Denver Post 
September 17, 2018 
 
Native son Phillip Lindsay, the Broncos’ backup running back who is quick to thank his teammates and 
“Mr.” John Elway at every opportunity, etched his name in NFL history Sunday by gaining 107 yards 
rushing in the 20-19 victory over the Raiders. 
 
It was a proud day for the Denver native who is living a fairy tale two games into his NFL career. 
 
Lindsay became the league’s first undrafted rookie to produce at least 100 yards from scrimmage in each 
of his first two games. He had a team-tying-high 71 yards rushing plus 31 yards receiving in Denver’s Week 
1 victory over Seattle. 
 
“Just playing football,” Lindsay, who also caught a pass for a 4-yard gain Sunday, said after being told of 
his record. “Just playing football for my team. It’s just a great opportunity to be here. I can’t thank (general 
manager)  Mr. Elway enough for letting me be a part of this organization.” 
Lindsay has led the Broncos in rushing in both games, yet he’s listed third on the depth chart at running 
back behind Royce Freeman and Devontae Booker. Freeman also had 71 yards rushing in the opener but 
was limited to 28 yards on eight carries Sunday. 
 
Booker has become an afterthought with only five carries for 21 yards this season. 
 
Lindsay, who broke off a 53-yard run during Denver’s first drive of the second quarter, also returns kickoffs 
and is a gunner on the punt team. He considers himself a “sparkplug.” His coach agrees. 
 
“He is a good football player, not only as a running back, but as a guy who covers kicks for us and as a guy 
who catches the football for us,” Broncos coach Vance Joseph said. “He’s the total package football player. 
He’s been really impressive.” 
 
Lindsay and his family have long been Broncos fans, which means they understand the rivalry with the 
Raiders. Lindsay said he was priviledged to share the field with Oakland running back Marshawn Lynch, 
whom he out-gained. Lynch had 18 carries for 65 yards. 
 
“It means a lot. Coming from here and understanding the rivalry, just being able to win, and to be able to 
look up to one of my idols, Marshawn Lynch, and watch him out there, it’s a surreal moment,” Lindsay 
said. 
 
When asked again about his new NFL record, Lindsay said: “I don’t think of things like that. For me, it’s a 
great opportunity to go out there. I’m just happy that we got the ‘W’ and now it’s on to the next (game).” 
  



An oral history of unlikely Broncos running back Phillip 
Lindsay 
By Kyle Fredrickson 
The Denver Post 
September 15, 2018 
 
The hometown kid actually made it. 
 
Phillip Lindsay’s dream began long ago when he was tossing a football with his siblings on the blacktop of 
their Denver neighborhood. Maybe you were in the bleachers when he became a Denver South High 
School legend. Maybe you watched him carry the rock over and over and over again as a Buffalo to revive 
a sleeping college football program. Or maybe you just decided to pick him up for your NFL fantasy league. 
 
Any way you slice it, Lindsay’s prominent role as a Broncos’ running back, pass catcher and do-it-all special 
teamer reminds us why we love sports. A torn ACL. No NFL Scouting Combine invite. Then a draft snub. 
Lindsay defied expectations at every turn, and on the second touch of his NFL debut last Sunday, he ran 
into the same end zone he envisioned so many times as a kid. The type of script made for the Hollywood 
screen. 
 
Appreciate his improbable journey with an oral history of Phillip Lindsay’s rise to the Broncos. 
Phillip was born on July 24, 1994, to parents Troy and Diane Lindsay. Phillip, 24, is one of five Lindsay 
children, all of whom who earned full-ride college scholarships for athletics.Two older sisters: Sparkle, 33, 
and Cheri, 29. Two younger brothers: Zach, 21, and Marcus, 19. 
 
Troy: “Phillip never crawled on his knees. He did the crab-walk all over the place real fast. Right then 
you’re like, ‘This is something different here.’ ” 
 
Diane: “I had named him the Tasmanian Devil when he was little because he would run all over the place. 
And he also had a great imagination. He would always have to dress up no matter what, whether it was 
Cowboys or Robin Hood or Batman. He would change clothes 100 times per day.” 
 
Troy: “His sisters punked the little boy.” 
 
Cheri: “I was the one doing the picking on. He was a little bit of crybaby.” 
 
Sparkle: “He watched me play college basketball quite a bit. I was always out at the court and he was 
always with me. He ate, drank and slept sports like all the rest of us did. His work ethic came from watching 
his sisters never stop. And from there, he took it by storm.” 
 
Troy: “Phillip started playing football when he was 8 years old and he played with the 9-and-10 year olds. 
Back then, they made him be a little lineman and he actually ended up being their player of the year. At 
about 12, he scored five touchdowns and most of them were on kickoffs.” 
 
Cheri: “People were like, ‘Oh, we need to see his birth certificate. He must be older than everybody.’” 
 



Sparkle: “He did everything: running back, receiver, kickoff return and defense. And Phillip was dunking a 
basketball at 14 years old.” 
 
Troy: “I’ve always coached Phillip. When he left me in high school, he went to my brother Tony. He needed 
his uncle to say, ‘I don’t give a [expletive] what your dad says, you’re going to do this.’” 
 
Troy: “His senior year, in his first game, he blew his knee out.” 
 
Sparkle: “He scored a touchdown and didn’t even know his ACL was torn.” 
 
Cheri: “He gets the surgery and bending and straightening just wasn’t happening. There were times I went 
home, my dad would sit on his back and we’d just kind of push that knee up to his butt. He’d be screaming. 
We were all crying, probably, because we knew how bad it hurt him.” 
 
Troy: “He was already offered to go to Colorado. But (coach John) Embree got fired and we didn’t know 
what the heck was going to happen with Phillip. When (CU coach Mike) MacIntyre came in town, pretty 
much every high school coach in Colorado told him, ‘Hey, if you don’t keep that kid on scholarship, you’d 
be a fool.’ ” 
 
MacIntyre: “The first time I ever met him, he couldn’t even bend his knee and weighed about 150 pounds. 
I just saw his energy inside of him that you see now and I said, ‘I’m going to take this guy no matter what. 
But I don’t know if he’ll ever play for us.'” 
 
Sparkle: “Phil said, ‘Do you think everything is going to be OK?’ I said, ‘I know it.’” 
 
Marcus: “He never lost faith.” 
 
Lindsay set the career mark for all-purpose yardage (5,926) through four seasons at CU and led the 
Buffaloes back to their first bowl game in a decade. Lindsay’s teammates included quarterback Sefo Liufau, 
center Alex Kelley, running back Christian Powell and linebacker Derek McCartney. David Plati has led the 
Buffs’ sports information department since 1984. 
 
Liufau: “When he first came in, I saw this guy in crutches with a knee brace on. We didn’t really know if 
he was going to be play, but every day I saw him rehabbing and working. He redshirted my freshman year, 
but boy did he give hell to that starting defense. He’s not scared of anybody.” 
 
Kelley: “It’s the middle of the season and he’s playing on the scout team against the starting defense. Phil 
tried to run over Josh Tupou, our starting nose tackle, and they started chirping at each other. Josh is a 
super big guy and Phil got right in his face ready to fight.” 
 
Powell: “He stood his ground.” 
 
Liufau: “We played Oregon in 2015 and early in the game against (defensive tackle) DeForest Buckner, 
something happened, and he asked Phil, ‘Do you know who I am?’ Then Phil just starts popping off, ‘I 
don’t care who you are! Come through the hole again!’” 
 
McCartney: “Before our junior year (the 2016 Pac-12 South championship season), we were struggling as 
a team. … There was a time that summer when people weren’t showing up on time, people weren’t 



coming to workouts, people weren’t doing the right thing all the time in terms of football. We had like a 
giant intervention with the team. 
 
“It wasn’t until Phillip got up and said something that it resonated well. He starts screaming, he was so 
passionate about what he was saying, and he’s calling people out by name and telling them exactly what 
they needed to do to be better. It was the first time I remember Phil really stepping up into to a vocal role. 
It showed everyone that Phil was for real.” 
 
Liufau: “He ran for more than 200 yards against Arizona State. After, he actually brought the whole O-Line 
with him to the interview after and explained those guys were the reason he was so successful and how 
he couldn’t have done it without them.” 
 
Plati: “If I had to rate all the players I’ve worked with over 35-plus years, I don’t think I’ve ever had anyone 
as humble as Phillip.” 
 
Despite record-setting college production, Lindsay did not receive an invitation to the NFL’s Scouting 
Combine. But many scouts, including those from the Broncos, attended Lindsay’s CU Pro Day in March. 
One month later, the Lindsays gathered at their family home to watch three-day NFL draft on television.  
 
Cheri: “We were trying to fill the time with stuff like dominoes, cards or getting out of the house a little 
bit. The phone calls and the text messages that were coming in weren’t that call. It was really frustrating.” 
 
Troy: “We were all just sitting there kind of waiting to see if we were going to hear his name.” 
 
Zach: “All these other running backs get drafted and my brother wanted to challenge them. He wanted to 
go against them.” 
 
Troy: “Those were heartbreaking times for him. But he just said, ‘Dad, to hell with it. I’m going to make 
this anyway.’ And I figured he would.” Right after the draft, everybody called, but by then it was like, ‘Nah, 
he’s staying with the Broncos.’ He’s a homeboy, anyway.” 
 
Zach: “It was the best thing that could have happened to him. Because when my brother gets mad or feels 
betrayed, he’s gonna go crazy. They just opened up a monster.” 
 
Lindsay signed with the Broncos in April. Among those who witnessed his NFL rise include: Coach Vance 
Joseph, special teams coordinator Tom McMahon, quarterback Chad Kelly, receiver Courtland Sutton, 
safety Will Parks and defensive tackle Shelby Harris. 
 
McMahon: “Our first introduction was at our local pro day. I fell in love with him that day.” 
 
Kelly: “I didn’t know who he was and Phil comes up to me with his iPad. He’s already rocking and rolling. 
I start asking him some questions, I’ve been here for a couple weeks, and he’s like, ‘Yeah, I already know 
what to do on 50, 60, 70, swing, diagonal and flat.’” 
 
Parks: “Every time you looked up in OTAs, he had the ball in his hands running like 40 yards for a 
touchdown. You already had a sense he was going to make this roster.” 
 



Harris: “I remember during training camp there was a team period. A linebacker blitzed up the middle, 
we’re watching it on film, and Phil just stuck his little body all up in there and was willing to stone the blitz. 
You see bigger backs that don’t do that. Right then it was like, ‘This kid has heart.’ We call him Pit-bull. He 
refuses to say no.” 
 
Sutton: “There was a play in practice where he was running a go-route. I remember thinking, ‘We’re going 
to let a running back do this? This is one of ours.’ He goes out there, lines up and he just smokes a 
linebacker and makes a heckuva catch on the sideline. I thought maybe he was lucky. But then he did it 
again. I was like, ‘OK, this dude can actually make plays.’” 
 
Joseph: “What he’s done hasn’t been just because he’s a local kid, he has earned his right to be here.” 
 
Kelly: “I even have friends back home who are drafting him in fantasy. Even my Uncle Jim was texting me 
after the first preseason game: ‘Man, I love No. 2. He’s a helluva player.’” 
 
Lindsay locked up a roster spot and made his NFL debut wearing the same number of his childhood hero 
— No. 30, running back Terrell Davis. Troy and Diane attended last Sunday’s game eight rows up in the 
southwest corner of Mile High. Phillip’s siblings watched on television. 
 
Troy: “Phillip had talked to Terrell Davis before and he actually had his number in his phone. He said, ‘Dad, 
I’m going to call him and ask this man for permission to wear No. 30. I respect him and it’s out of respect.’” 
 
Davis: “I didn’t expect him to reach out to me. It was like, wow, you just don’t see that. Nowadays you 
have a lot of young players who don’t understand the history of the game. A lot of them don’t care to 
understand. We talked on the phone and he told me about his mindset. He explained to me how he had 
my biography growing up, and how he lived his life and used it as a reference when he went through 
struggles. That made me feel good. 
 
“It’s appropriate for him to have the jersey. I was like, ‘Make it yours, brother.'” 
 
Troy: “Every morning before a game, Philip will call me. He knows I get up early, so he’ll call about 6 and 
we’ll talk about it. I’ll ask him how he’s feeling. He’ll let me know if he’s nervous or what’s going on with 
him. He has a little crystal that he’s gotta have. He’ll also say, ‘Tell mom I love her.” 
 
Diane: “This is something he’s dreamed about forever and ever as a young child.” 
 
Zach: “It’s a nerve-wracking feeling, because you want him to do good.” 
 
Marcus: “I wasn’t sure how much he was going to play or not, and the next thing I know, I see that he’s in 
the game. Then I see him catch the ball.” 
 
Cheri: “I looked up and I was like, ‘Oh, he has a lot of space.’” 
 
Zach: “It was funny, because that Friday my brother said there was going to be a play where he went one-
on-one with (rookie linebacker Shaquem) Griffin. He said, ‘This kid isn’t going to be able to hold me.’ Sure 
enough. Damn. He said it.” 
 



Cheri: “My neighbors actually came downstairs and asked if everything was OK because I was screaming 
like a banshee.” 
 
Troy: “Phillip is this tough guy, but he’s still a mamma’s baby. He’ll lay down at home and she’ll rub all 
that hair of his. Then me and him will just talk about everything. Anywhere from money to girls to 
whatever, we’re a real close family all the way around.” 
 
Zach: “We talk every day on the phone. We really get into Call of Duty as a family, my brothers and sisters, 
and play online.” 
 
Marcus: “All the football stuff is cool, but seeing him happy is the best thing ever.” 
 
Cheri: “You have to prove to him he can’t do something. Or he’s just gonna try to do it.” 
 
Troy: “Phillip has kind of a magic to him.” 
 
Popular In the Community  



Broncos' Phillip Lindsay prepared to make impact in NFL 
debut 
By Troy Renck 
KMGH 
September 8, 2018 
 
Phillip Lindsay follows a daily routine.  
 
Wake up. Pinch self. 
 
He is the first player from the Broncos Futures Football Program to reach the NFL. From middle school 
stalwart to high school standout to University of Colorado star, no one boasts deeper local roots than the 
running back.  
 
But if you think the Broncos' undrafted free agent remains satisfied, then you don't know Lindsay.  
 
"I want to go out there and do my part, whether it's one play or 10 plays. I want to be explosive," Lindsay 
told Denver7. "I am looking to make an impact on special teams in kickoff return and in coverage as a 
gunner. I want to go out there and make a tackle." 
 
The idea of Lindsay landing a roster spot became realistic after the first training camp practice. Linebacker 
Brandon Marshall let it slip that Lindsay would be the team's "third-down back." The derby remained 
open, but crystallized with each preseason game. Lindsay caught a touchdown pass at home, and finished 
the summer with 70 yards on 13 carries. 
 
"This is not a fluff story because he's a local kid," coach Vance Joseph said. "He's earned the right to be 
here." 
 
For Lindsay, the experience is a bit surreal. He grew up rooting for the Broncos, watching Demaryius 
Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders. His favorite memory was when quarterback Peyton Manning signed, an 
addition that led to a pair of Super Bowl appearances and a title in 2015.  
 
"Getting Peyton is the best moment anybody can have. He's the sheriff," Lindsay said. "It's so cool how he 
demanded excellence from everyone." 
 
Lindsay held a similar role in college. All but one of the Broncos' 10 draft picks served as college captains. 
And Lindsay filled that role as well, helping CU's program rebound during his time in Boulder.  
 
Playing at home brings advantages. But it can also create issues, like a fishbowl existence full of pressure 
and distractions. Lindsay insisted that's not the case for him. 
 
"It's easy for me because I am who I am. I don't try to flaunt myself. I am respectful. If people want to talk 
to me, I talk to them," said Lindsay, who is wearing No. 30 with the blessing of Hall of Famer Terrell Davis. 
"I just go on. It's normal. Everyone has a job, making a living, and this is mine." 
 



Lindsay rooted hard for the Broncos. He dreamed of playing for the team. Now, his family and friends will 
be cheering him from the stands. 
 
"I didn't go to Broncos games growing up because we didn't have the money. And two, I was mentally 
focused on my seasons, starting when I was in Little League to high school to college. I just went down the 
road," Lindsay said. "It doesn't mean I didn't watch the games -- I did. It's cool to be here with players like 
Demaryius and Emmanuel. Now, I am ready to do my part to help us win." 
  



Phillip Lindsay asks Terrell Davis if he can 'rock' No. 30 
By Thomas Warren 
NFL.com 
Sept. 4, 2018 
 
Broncos rookie running back Phillip Lindsay figures if he's going to set off on what he hopes is a career fit 
for the Hall of Fame, what better way to do it than sporting the number of a legendary Broncos runner 
currently in Canton. 
 
First, he called Terrell Davis to get his blessing. 
 
Lindsay surely understands the gigantic expectations that number comes with in Denver but it sounds 
like he's ready to meet the challenge. 
 
Lindsay wore No. 23 in college at Colorado where he went undrafted in 2017 after his senior season but 
the rookie earned a spot on the Broncos' 53-man roster with an impressive preseason showing out of 
the backfield and on special teams. He'll be third on the running back depth chart behind Royce 
Freeman and Devontae Booker to start the season but he'll likely get carries as the season progresses. 
 
Special teams, though, could be where Lindsay makes his mark. Who knows? He might be one kickoff 
tackle away from becoming a household name. It worked out pretty well for the original number 30.  



Phillip Lindsay more than cute little story for Broncos. 
Could former CU star earn 100 touches as NFL rookie? 
By Mark Kiszla 
The Denver Post 
August 19, 2018 
 
Phillip Lindsay is the favorite son of Broncos Country. He’s as genuine Colorado as a “Native” bumper 
sticker on a 1994 Chevy Suburban. The cheering section for Lindsay spreads as wide as the four corners 
of the state. Cut him from the local NFL team? No way. Fans might never forgive the Broncos. 
 
“How’s my guy doing with the Broncos at training camp?” CU coach Mike MacIntyre asked, with the first 
words out of his mouth after a recent practice in Boulder. 
 
Well, Coach. The question isn’t so much how Lindsay is doing, but: How did the Broncos ever get by 
without him? Lindsay is going to make this team. 
 
The hardest place to find clarity on this Denver roster has been at running back. With so little contact 
during training camp that practices would’ve passed as a Fourth of July picnic back in Randy Gradishar’s 
day, it has been tough for coaches to determine the heir apparent to C.J. Anderson, sent packing by the 
Broncos after rushing for 1,007 yards last season. 
 
But a clear pecking order at tailback began to form Saturday night during an exhibition game against 
Chicago. Could it be the one-two punch capable of packing the most wallop is the rookie combination of 
Royce Freeman and Lindsay? 
 
Please say yes. Freeman is the thunder. Lindsay is the lightning. 
 
While Devontae Booker was listed No. 1 on the depth chart released early in camp, it’s clear the Broncos 
want Freeman to be their lead back. And the third-round draft choice from Oregon looks like the winner 
of the competition, as Freeman ran hard between the tackles and scored a touchdown against the 
Bears. 
 
His best attribute is one-cut efficiency through the line favored by Denver since the glory days of Terrell 
Davis. But Freeman ain’t no T.D., and I mean no disrespect, because who is? With a reputation as a 
power back, I asked Freeman last week if he can do more than move the pile. 
 
“Yes, sir,” he replied. 
 
After gaining 4,859 yards from scrimmage on 5.5 yards per touch during his career with the Buffaloes, 
Lindsay went undrafted by the NFL. Hey, these things happen when you’re nearly 13,995 feet shorter 
than a Colorado fourteener. 
 
The Broncos, however, gave Lindsay a shot. He’s run with it, caught on, kicked butt while working with 
special teams and stood his ground when big, bad Bears tried to mess with him during recent joint 
workouts between Chicago and Denver. 
 



From the jump, Broncos linebacker Brandon Marshall insisted Lindsay has the distinct look of the team’s 
third-down back. When I relayed that little piece of happy information to MacIntyre, he grinned, then 
quickly reeled in his enthusiasm, as football guys often do before they study the film. 
 
“Well,” MacIntyre said, “Brandon Marshall isn’t a coach.” 
 
Well, Coach, ball don’t lie. At training camp, even a knucklehead like me notices when Denver 
quarterback Case Keenum checks down against coverage, the target of his throw is often Lindsay. 
 
Against the Bears, Keenum performed much more efficiently than in his clunker of a debut against 
Minnesota. But truth be told, Denver’s second offensive unit, led by ascending quarterback Chad Kelly, 
played with more energy. Put Lindsay in the backfield alongside Kelly, and the Broncos have two live 
wires creating sparks. Lindsay showed he could bring value beyond catching the football with an electric 
15-yard rush on the first play of the second half. 
 
Cut him? Or offer Lindsay a spot on the practice squad? That would be nuts. Another NFL team would 
scoop up Lindsay faster than you can say Kyle Sloter. 
 
Lindsay will make the 53-man roster on the strength of his performance on special teams alone. But how 
much more can Lindsay can contribute? Can he be the NFL’s next mighty mite? 
 
OK, let’s not get carried away. Lindsay is not Maurice Jones-Drew, the 5-foot-8 back who rushed for 
8,167 yards and 68 touchdowns in nine pro seasons. 
 
Using Darren Sproles and Danny Woodhead as a template, however, an optimistic but not totally 
unrealistic projection for Lindsay would be 100 touches from scrimmage as a rookie, with 300 yards on 
the ground and 300 yards as a receiver. 
 
For a player NFL regarded as too small, it would be a huge impact.  




