
Broncos TE Jeff Heuerman sees expanded role in fourth 
NFL season 
By Kyle Fredrickson 
Denver Post 
Oct. 13, 2018 
 
Jeff Heuerman lined up at outside wide receiver against Kansas City on the Broncos’ most critical 
offensive series, trailing by 4 points with a minute left, when the fourth-year tight end made what 
should have been the most important catch of his young career. 
 
Heuerman ran a deep seam route into the Chiefs’ zone coverage, caught a dart from quarterback Case 
Keenum in Kansas City territory and then rumbled 15 yards through contact for a 36-yard gain. Of 
course, the Broncos’ comeback effort fell short. The play erased from Denver lore forever. 
 
Heuerman, like his teammates, is frustrated by now three consecutive losses with the Rams arriving 
Sunday at Mile High. But excuse his momentary smile when asked about instilling fear in undersized 
defensive backs on those long catch-and-runs. 
 
“Tight end is a fun position,” Heuerman said. 
 
Even more so when your role is essential to the Broncos’ success, and for the first time in Heuerman’s 
Denver tenure, he’s earned that recognition. His 11 catches over five games already eclipsed his total 
from last year (nine). Heuerman is also on pace to shatter his receiving yardage mark, too, with 107 
gained entering Week 6. 
 
The obstacles to this point were many. Heuerman, a 2015 third-round NFL draft pick, missed his rookie 
season with a torn ACL. He started two games the following year and six last season. Veteran Broncos 
tight end Virgil Green signed with the Chargers in March and 2017 fifth-round NFL draft pick Jake Butt 
tore his ACL in September. It’s all led to a more prominent role for Heuerman. 
 
“It’s been awesome getting out there and playing just about every snap,” Heuerman said. “With the 
passing game, it’s been good, but it can be better. We can all be better on offense.” 
 
Heuerman showcased a knack in the passing game through four years at Ohio State with 52 receptions 
for 792 yards and seven touchdowns. He has studied all the NFL greats on tape to assist in that 
development, including former Cowboy Jason Witten, who Heuerman described as not the “flashy, fast, 
shake-you-out-of-your-shoes kind of guy — but he had a real knack for running routes and finding where 
and how to get open.” 
 
“It’s all part of playing your position and mastering your craft,” Heuerman continued. “We spend a good 
amount of time on both catching and blocking. That’s one of the things that makes the tight end 
position so unique — being able to do both.” 
 
Denver’s tight ends room features three active players — Heuerman, Matt LaCosse and Brian Parker — 
all no older than 26. Heuerman’s experience tops the group and it shows from the practice field to game 
day. 



 
“Jeff has done a great job of leading by example,” LaCosse said. “You can see that the coaches have 
confidence in him and we have confidence in him. He’s definitely proven himself a blocker and he’s 
made plays in the pass game. His yards after catch have been pretty impressive this year.” 
 
Heuerman is a long way off from replicating the last dominant Denver tight end, Julius Thomas, who 
hauled in 24 touchdowns between 2013 and ’14. Coach Vance Joseph said Heuerman is “doing a good 
job, so we’ll see as we move forward how much more (of a receiving role) he gets.” The Rams allowed 
Oakland tight end Jared Cook nine catches for 180 yards in the season opener. A similar performance 
from Heuerman on Sunday would help give life to a regularly sluggish offense. 
 
Heuerman lacks no confidence. 
 
“We’re dynamic and we’ve got the play-makers,” Heuerman said. “We’ve just got to execute better.” 

  



“He could really be a weapon for us.” Why the Broncos 
are counting on TE Jeff Heuerman to produce. 
By Kyle Fredrickson 
The Denver Post 
August 15, 2018 
 
The Broncos’ initial preseason depth chart dropped last week and the collective outside reaction over the 
tight end hierarchy was summed up in a single word: “Why?” 
 
Despite missing nine training camp practices with a nagging knee injury, Denver listed Jeff Heuerman as 
the No. 1 option. It appeared either a serious vote of confidence for a fourth-year pro with only 18 career 
receptions, or, an indictment of the remaining inexperience within the position group. 
 
“Probably all of the above,” Broncos’ offensive coordinator Bill Musgrave told reporters Tuesday. 
 
However, if doubt remains that Heuerman deserves that distinction, he did his best to erase it Tuesday in 
his first practice back as a full participant. 
 
“Watching him today was great,” Musgrave said. “He’s got fresh legs. He was the fastest guy we had on 
the field today running from safeties and backers — and even corners.” 
 
True to the depth chart, Heuerman practiced exclusively with the starters in team periods and seven-on-
seven drills. He run blocked off tackle against Von Miller. He cleared a path for tailback Devontae Booker 
on a sweep. He lined up in the backfield, on the edge, out wide at receiver and caught several passes from 
quarterback Case Keenum. 
 
“(He) looked fresh,” coach Vance Joseph said. 
 
Rightfully so, considering Heuerman was out nearly two weeks rehabbing the same knee in which he tore 
an ACL in 2015. Heuerman said he spent downtime dissecting practice film, last season’s game tape and 
even Keenum’s Minnesota film. Heuerman also praised his teammates’ growth during his absence. That 
didn’t extinguish his desire to have a breakout season. 
 
“Honestly, I felt really good out there,” Heuerman told reporters. “It was kind of my first time back, first 
time taking some live reps and stuff. I had been running and conditioning and catching some balls.” 
 
Joseph downplayed the significance of having a No. 1 tight end on the roster, suggesting a by-committee 
approach to filling Denver’s needs at that position. Joseph described backup Jake Butt, who appeared with 
the ones in limited situations Tuesday, as a “pass catcher and route runner,” whereas Heuerman is “more 
of an in-line blocker.” Teammates have also praised Heuerman’s versatility. 
 
“He’s great in the run game,” free safety Justin Simmons said. “In the pass game, he’s elusive enough to 
get open and also strong even at the point of attack to hang on to the football. You’ve got to go in there 
with the intent to really break up the ball up and not kind of just half-tail it when you’re in there going up 
against him.” 
 



Broncos-Bears' next-day observations: Welcome back, 
Jeff Heuerman 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
Aug. 20, 2018 
 
If there can only be one game ball awarded to a Broncos player from their preseason game Saturday night 
against the Chicago Bears, give it to tight end Jeff Heuerman. 
 
He’s been injured almost as much as he’s been healthy through his first three seasons (26 of a possible 51 
games played). He missed two weeks of his fourth training camp with a sore knee. 
 
Back this week, Heuerman didn’t just catch two passes for 21 yards with another 2-point conversion 
reception. He took out three-plus years of aggression on hopeless Bears tacklers. 
 
On his first catch, he trucked safety Eddie Jackson on his way to a 13-yard gain. His second catch, for 8 
yards, he threw another safety, DeAndre Houston-Carson, out of the way. 
 
Derek Wolfe made a great point. I was talking to the Broncos’ defensive end after the game about the 
penalty rookie cornerback Isaac Yiadom got for going low and headfirst (even if first contact was made 
with his shoulder pad) to make what has always been a routine tackle tactic for defensive backs against a 
tight end, in this case Adam Shaheen. 
 
“It’s going to be tough for defensive backs to bring down tight ends with these new rules,’’ Wolfe said. 
“Look at what Heuerman did to that poor guy. He just threw him out of the way. A guy like (Rob) 
Gronkowski, it’s going to be tough for defensive backs to bring him down now. It was tough before these 
rule changes.’’ 
 
Heuerman also made a quick move in the end zone to get open and catch Case Keenum’s two-point 
conversion that lifted the Broncos’ lead to 20-7. 
 
I’m not sure how Heuerman did in run blocking, but if he can stay healthy and combine with Jake Butt, 
the Broncos might have a tight end duo comparable to their Joel Dreessen-Jacob Tamme tandem (93 
catches, 911 yards, 7 TDs) in 2012. 
 
A few more next-day observations from the Broncos-Bears preseason game: 
 
*No reason for concern yet, but Keenum missing high with multiple throws through the first two 
preseason games is worth watching. Maybe it’s jitters of being the hired gun with a new team. Maybe it’s 
his release. 
 
Keenum did settle in nicely with his final two drives against the Bears. Perhaps, he’ll get it straight during 
his final preseason test Friday at Washington. 
 
*In my opinion, John Elway should repeat his 2016 quarterback strategy, when he had rookie Paxton Lynch 
as his backup behind Trevor Siemian and lined up veteran Austin Davis as his No. 3. 



 
In the next two weeks, Elway can – and probably should -- bring in a reserve quarterback with NFL playing 
experience. But Chad Kelly should remain Keenum’s backup for the regular-season opener Sept. 9 against 
Seattle. 
 
I’d rather have Kelly, who will make the occasional young QB mistake, but will also employ his fearless 
approach to make plays a veteran won’t attempt. You want a cautious veteran who won’t make mistakes 
but won’t make plays off-script as your backup? Or do you want a little gumption in your quarterback 
coming off the bench? 
 
Kelly is more ready to be the Broncos’ backup quarterback in 2018 than Lynch was in 2016. I know there’s 
some risk in going with the inexperienced Kelly at No. 2, but your team was 5-11 last year and this year’s 
starting quarterback is 30 years old. 
 
With Lynch not coming along as hoped, the Broncos need to develop a young quarterback. And Kelly won’t 
develop as the No. 3. 
 
*The Broncos have three quality cornerbacks in Chris Harris Jr., Bradley Roby and Tramaine Brock. 
 
But the drop-off from there is a concern. Isaac Yiadom is a talented rookie who is getting tremendous 
preseason experience. But he’s got to get better quickly if he is to make a significant secondary 
contribution on Sunday. 
 
*After the first-team offense called it a day, the Broncos had Garett Bolles stay in for one more series at 
left tackle with the second-team offense. Connor McGovern shifted from first-team right guard to second-
team center for a series, as he did in the first preseason game. 
 
The offensive line does seem considerably improved this year, but Bolles is the key. It all starts with the 
guy protecting the blind side. 
 
*Justin Simmons is a good player. 
 
*DeMarcus Walker, a second-round pick last year who had a disappointing rookie season, is coming on 
nicely as an inside pass rusher. 
 
*Alexander Johnson doesn't play in three years, 9 months and 3 days. He has four days of practice, then 
plays in an NFL preseason game and blows up a kick returner, plus gets in for 10 defensive snaps as an 
inside linebacker. I take this as a sign the Broncos want him to be on their season-opening roster and they 
want ready to play soon after the season begins. 
 
*The defensive play of the game was the Bears-former-Bronco Kasim Edebali’s sack on Lynch with 9:19 
left in the fourth quarter. 
 
The Broncos’ snapped the ball from the Bears’ 29. Throw an incompletion and Brandon McManus comes 
on for a 47-yard field goal attempt. 
 



If he makes it, the Broncos are up 26-10 and likely win the game. But Edebali, who had zero sacks in 9 
games with the Broncos last year, beat right tackle Billy Turner and sacked Lynch for a 9-yard loss that 
changed a field goal attempt into a punt. 
 
*Until the Bears took a delay-of-game penalty with 12 seconds remaining, each had team had 14 penalties 
for 144 yards. Or a combined 28 penalties for 288 yards. A rather excessive numerical pattern, don’t you 
think? 
 
*Phillip Lindsay is not only firmly established as the No. 3 running back, he did a nice job returning two 
punts. Isaiah McKenzie better have lost his last fumble. 
 
*My wife is a casual Broncos fan. I am paid to be a Broncos observer. When I got home, she asked who 
won. 
 
"I'd say the Broncos won even though the final score was Bears 24, Broncos 23.'' 
 
She said, wait a minute. What do you mean? I explained the Broncos were up 23-10 midway through the 
fourth quarter but the Bears kept in their 10-year veteran quarterback to play against Denver's third-string 
defense. 
 
Chase Daniel throwing two touchdowns in the final 5 minutes against a bunch of third-stringers was 
meaningless. 
 
My wife said, so what. It counts. You can't separate like that. The Broncos didn't win. 
 
Fine, fine. It's like I always say: It's not whether you win or lose in the preseason, it's that I got to go to 
bed. 
  



Now Heuerman’s attention turns to self-improvement with Chicago coming to Denver for joint practices, 
and on Saturday night, a chance to prove he deserves to start. 
 
Expectations are high. 
 
“If we can get (Heuerman’s) knee right,” Musgrave said, “he could really be a weapon for us.”  



Jeff Heuerman could have 'some real impact' in Broncos 
offense 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
August 3, 2016 
 
Much of the time when the topic of the 2015 Denver Broncos' offense comes up around the team, the 
discussion often centers around what the group didn't have. 
 
It didn't have a healthy Peyton Manning, or a fully healthy C.J. Anderson at running back, or wide 
receiver Demaryius Thomas at his best or continuity on the offensive line. 
 
And at tight end the Broncos had high hopes for Jeff Heuerman's rookie season but it ended almost 
before it began. Heuerman tore his ACL in rookie minicamp shortly after the 2015 draft and missed the 
Broncos' Super Bowl season. 
 
But his recovery from that injury and his potential in this year's offense have already been noticed. 
 
"I like what I've seen from him," said former Broncos running back Terrell Davis, who visited practice 
earlier this week. "He could have some real impact ... that's a big target and I like what I saw on the field 
from him." 
 
Even after the shortest of glimpses of Heuerman in last year's minicamp before the injury, he was a 
player Broncos coach Gary Kubiak said would have a significant role in the offense. 
 
When Manning was rehabbing his foot injury last season, he needed receivers for the workouts and 
Heuerman was used plenty in that role. And when the season was done, after weeks in the School of 
Manning, it was none other than Manning who predicted Heuerman would have impact in the Broncos' 
offense in the season to come. 
 
Thus far, Manning has been right. The 6-foot-5, 255-pound Heuerman has worked plenty with the 
starters and he has flashed some down-the-field ability in the passing game to go with physical play 
along the line of scrimmage. 
 
So much so, Heuerman may already be the best receiver/blocker combination the Broncos have at tight 
end. 
 
"(Heuerman) has been good," Kubiak said. "He worked his tail off to get back and he's ready to go, no 
limitations in what we're doing and he gives us a chance to do some things at that position." 
 
And things figure to be different this time around. The Broncos got four touchdown receptions from all 
of their tight ends combined in the 2015 regular season -- three of those from Owen Daniels, who was 
released in March. 
 
The Broncos figure to be in more two-tight end sets and two-back sets this season. Heuerman and Virgil 
Green have lined up most often with the starting offense early in camp. 



 
Green has 35 receptions in his previous five seasons combined to go with two career touchdown 
catches. And while Green has annually expressed his optimism at training camp, Heuerman looks like he 
could be the top receiving option at the position. 
 
"I just am trying to stay consistent," Heuerman said. "That's my No. 1 goal is to be consistent in how I do 
things, in my assignments." 
 
Heuerman's defensive teammates say he's been tough to cover at times, even as he essentially goes 
through what is his rookie training camp. 
 
He's a big guy," said Broncos linebacker Brandon Marshall. "He can kind of shield the ball, runs well, gets 
to the ball. I think they'll get him the ball a lot on offense. I would, that's a tough match-up." 
 



With knee back to 100 percent, Jeff Heuerman prepared 
to use rookie lessons to help Broncos offense  
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
May 17, 2016 
 
All that was missing from Jeff Heuerman's rookie season was practice and playing time. 
 
From the outsider's perspective, that's like saying that it was a great four-course dinner except for the 
lack of a main entree and dessert; on the surface, these are the central tenets of the experience. 
 
So scant was Heuerman's visibility that he said when he would go through the security checkpoint at 
home games, staff would ask him for his identification to see if he was really a Bronco. 
 
"They were like, 'You've got to show me something that you're on the team.' I'd have to show them my 
key card to get in," Heuerman recalled. "[The security staffer] was like, ‘All right, all right, you can go.' 
 
"I dealt with that a good amount. People asking, ‘Are you really on the Broncos?' ... 'Yeah, I swear.' It 
was a whirlwind." 
 
What they didn't know was the truth of Heuerman's rookie season. Even though he wasn't in a jersey, 
he was very much a Bronco, very much a part of a world championship team. 
 
No one outside of teammates and coaches saw the work that Heuerman was putting in as he 
rehabilitated from the torn anterior cruciate ligament he suffered during last year's rookie minicamp. 
But unlike with most injured players who are out for the season, Heuerman continued to have a role in 
meetings and was in the traveling party for all road games. 
 
This came at the coaches' request. 
 
“As soon as the injury happened, one of the things is when we kind of sat down and talked about just 
staying involved in everything," Heuerman recalled. "That's kind of where going to all the meetings, 
traveling, being on the sidelines and traveling to the games and stuff [came about]. 
 
"They told me right away that they wanted me to stay involved. That's what I did. I appreciated that 
because they [could have] easily said 'Whatever, go do what you've got to do, get your knee right. I 
appreciate them having me involved in everything and giving me the opportunity to learn. It was good." 
 
Heuerman settled into a daily routine. 
 
"I would just work out while they were at practice, and then go to meetings before practice, and go to 
meetings after practice, and travel to all the games, so I kind of got the feel for that," Heuerman said. 
 
If he couldn't get physical repetitions, he would get all the mental ones he could find so he could be 
better prepared for his return. Occasionally there was the opportunity for physical work, when he 



caught passes from Peyton Manning last December as he worked his way back from the foot injury that 
cost him six games. 
 
"Working with Peyton when he had his injury, just picking up little things and obviously everything you 
can pick up from him is good," Heuerman said. "[I was] just learning as much as I could from him, too, 
and just trying to take everything in that I could." 
 
The result is clear now: When Heuerman goes about the daily paces of offseason work, he is clearly not 
a rookie. 
 
"It kind of goes with the rookie emotions. I feel like those are gone," Heuerman said. "Going into 
install[ation], it's not the first time you're hearing it. You kind of know a lot of it. 
 
"There are obviously little things that you're picking up here and there every day. For the most part, I 
know the offense pretty well. You know it in the classroom, but you also have to go out and know it on 
the field. That's kind of where I'm at now: just getting out there and putting the paper to the field." 
 
His teammates have noticed his progress. 
 
"“He looks good," said fellow tight end Virgil Green. "He's running [well], catching balls and [is] a strong 
guy in the weight room. He's definitely moving a lot of weight around." 
 
"He's out there running hard. He has nice routes," added tight end Garrett Graham. "He's catching the 
ball well. I like the way he looks." 
 
And most importantly, Heuerman's knee is "great" through four-plus weeks of offseason work. 
 
"I'm back to 100 percent, doing everything like normal," Heuerman said. "It feels good." 
 
He was healthy by the time the Broncos played in Super Bowl 50. A month later, he was back to "hard 
training days" on the knee, and wasn't favoring it. 
 
"Coming back here, I've been doing everything normal," he said. 
 
After a rookie season that was anything but normal, the work is exactly what Heuerman needed. But he 
emerged from the 2015 campaign with the study habits of a veteran and a Super Bowl ring -- something 
he will treasure, even though he didn't log an on-field snap to earn it. 
 
It took him time to appreciate the moment. 
 
"I was a little bit bummed, like, ‘Man, we're in the Super Bowl and I can't play,'" Heuerman recalled. 
 
Then DeMarcus Ware came up to him. Ware had waited 11 seasons for the opportunity he had last 
February. In those years, he'd only experienced one playoff win, let alone a conference championship or 
a Super Bowl. 
 
Ware's perspective altered Heuerman's. 
 



"It kind of hit me and he was like, ‘You can't think like that. You have to go like you're playing and enjoy 
it like you are,'" Heuerman recalled. "He was like, ‘Look how long I've played and I've never won one.'" 
 
With that, Heuerman was able to spend the week enjoying the fruits of his labor as a rookie. He'd 
certainly earned them the hard way through a season that lacked the emotional highs of playing on 
Sunday afternoons in front of 76,000 fans. 
 
Now he's ready to show what he's learned in the simplest way possible: 
 
"Make plays," he said. "I've just got to go out and do what you're supposed to do and compete every 
day. 
 
"There is a lot of talk, but you've got to go out there and do it. There is Peyton, there [are others signing 
praise], but you've got to go out there and perform. You've got to go out there and make the plays. 
That's what I'm looking forward to and most excited for." 
 



From dark place to shining light Broncos expect big 
things from Jeff Heuerman  
By Troy Renck 
DenverPost.com 
April 23, 2016 
 
A week after the 2015 draft, Jeff Heuerman lined up on a kick coverage drill in the Pat Bowlen 
Fieldhouse. He raced down the field and chased his NFL dream straight into a dark hole. 
 
"I knew right away when it happened that it wasn't good," Heuerman said last week. "On the ride back 
to the training room, I looked at Greek (trainer Steve Antonopulos) and said, 'just be honest with me. 
Shoot me straight.' He said, 'I am 95 percent sure it's your (left) ACL.'" 
 
In a blink, Heuerman's promising rookie season ended before it began. The Broncos carved out big plans 
for the third-round pick, and instead he became "a rehab guy,"a lonely, mental and physical obstacle 
course of emotions. He trained for five hours a day in the summer, many times with former teammate 
Ryan Clady, and returned to his condo and lost himself in episodes of "Entourage" and "Game of 
Thrones." 
 
The low point came in the days leading up to Super Bowl 50. Heuerman's repaired left knee was strong. 
It was welcomed, but sobering because the former Ohio State standout could not contribute from the 
injured reserve list. 
 
A conversation with Broncos outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware changed his outlook, and has carried 
him with momentum into the start of voluntary offseason workouts at Dove Valley. 
 
"At the Super Bowl, it kind of hit me hard. I was down. And DeMarcus lifted me up. He said, 'You need to 
look at this week like you are the starting tight end because you may never get back,'" Heuerman 
recalled. "It was obviously his first time in the game, and he wasn't taking anything for granted. From 
that moment, I was able to embrace the experience and enjoy it." 
 
Heuerman lived an "Almost Famous" existence last season, doing everything but playing. Determined 
not to waste the season, he attended every meeting, took weekly playbook tests, added lean muscle 
without losing any of his sturdy 252 pounds and traveled on road trips to experience the venues. He 
watched several games from the sidelines. It was life with his nose pushed into the glass of a people 
aquarium. He is ready — more than ready — to make his splash. 
 
"I wanted to be as involved as I could be. The NFL rules prevented me from me being out there during 
practice, but I did everything else. I can't wait to contribute and help this team," Heuerman said. 
"There's only so much you can learn from the meetings. You have to experience it on the field." 
 
The Broncos believe Heuerman will settle in quickly. If he had been healthy, it's fair to wonder if the 
Broncos would have traded for tight end Vernon Davis. 
 
"We expect (Heuerman) to step in and be a force," general manager John Elway said. 
 



Heuerman boasts a unique skill set as a capable blocker with soft hands. He projects as a potential 
replacement for veteran Owen Daniels, who was released, but whose return hasn't been ruled out. As it 
stands, Heuerman would pair with Virgil Green, a solid blocker who was under utilized in the passing 
game last season. 
 
"We're counting on (Heuerman) big time," Broncos coach Gary Kubiak said. "We feel like Jeff can be a 
total tight end. He's not just a receiver. We think he has the ability to do both (catch and block). He's a 
very confident young man and he comes from a winning program. It's a big offseason for him and he's 
worked really hard." 
 
Rolling up his sleeves has never scared Heuerman. He grew up playing competitive hockey in Florida, of 
all places. He left the game in his rearview mirror years ago, but is rooting for former Detroit 
Compuware Ambassadors roommate Austin Watson to win a Stanley Cup with the Nashville Predators. 
 
The toughness and discipline learned on the ice helped Heuerman navigate his recovery. He knows the 
experience helped him, but the transformation from patient to player is long overdue. 
 
"You are going to face adversity in life and face adversity in sports. It was just another hurdle, another 
mountain to climb. You hear these horror stories about guys getting hurt as rookies, and not being the 
same. But I am healthy," Heuerman said. "I got to learn from the older guys. There's a lot I didn't know. 
You think you know, but you don't. I tried to take in everything I could. But it's time to start taking snaps 
again." 
 



Once a budding hockey prospect, Heuerman finds NFL 
future after dropping NHL goal 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 22, 2015 
 
At 13 years old, Jeff Heuerman was almost completely alone. He had left his family in Naples, Fla. to 
pursue professional hockey dreams and moved into his friend’s grandparents’ house in Manchester, 
Mich., a town of about 2,000 residents. That friend, Austin Watson, was the only person he knew in 
town and because Watson was a year older, Heuerman went to middle school and Watson went to high 
school. 
 
By himself in a sleepy rural town, Heuerman boarded the school bus and lay down on the cold vinyl seat 
to fall asleep before school. That became more difficult in the bitterly cold Michigan winter mornings. 
Some window latches were broken or stuck, but even with cold drafts creeping through the gaps, he had 
plenty of time to get in more rest. The 90-minute bus ride weaved through the frosty farmland, resting 
momentarily to pick up children from stops at the farms’ edges. 
 
He was a hockey prodigy with a promising future. Compuware, a youth hockey program with 15 national 
championships and 34 state championships to its name, had offered him a spot and Heuerman happily 
accepted. But to take the next step on a possible path to the NHL he would have to move even farther 
north. 
 
Watson was preparing to make that northern jump to the Ontario Hockey League, and Heuerman knew 
that if he was going to continue toward professional hockey at the highest level, that would have to be 
his path, too, in a year's time. 
 
It had been fun to live in a place and play hockey with other skilled players, but he didn't know if he 
wanted to move to Canada and keep going with a dream that would draw him further from his family. 
He missed his family, especially his brothers, who were growing up without their oldest sibling. He had 
also hurt his ankle in the middle of the season, which made him question the route even more. 
 
So Heuerman called his father, discussed the options and the path came to its end. He would return 
home to Naples. 
 
--- 
 
About a decade later, Heuerman can't help but feel somewhat out of place again. While other rookies 
on the roster work to make an impact on the active roster or the practice squad, the rookie tight end is 
still hard at work rehabbing after offseason surgery to repair a torn ACL. 
 
Still, Heuerman is upbeat and though he wishes he could be out there with the rest of the teammates, 
he's happy knowing he found his way after leaving behind a path to professional hockey. 
 
When he returned to Florida, Heuerman's hockey future had been on life support in Florida until he 
eventually resigned to move on from it to football. But when he started seeing his friends and former 
teammates -- including Watson -- getting drafted to the NHL and signing big contracts, he couldn't help 
but feel like he might have made a mistake. 



 
"Should I have stuck with that?" Heuerman remembers wondering in high school. " Some of the guys I 
knew growing up playing around, these dudes are getting drafted at 18. Like this dude's making a million 
bucks at 18 and I'm sitting here living off my dad. 
 
"Should I have just bit my tongue and gone to the OHL for a year?" he thought. "Should I have taken that 
route?" 
 
--- 
 
In the muggy heat of Florida, ice hockey isn't often the first sport that comes to mind. Regardless, 
Heuerman immediately connected with it and he quickly became a skilled center. 
 
That Heuerman was quick learner and a natural athlete was no surprise given his father's background. 
 
Paul Heuerman flirted with a professional sports career after playing four years for the Michigan 
Wolverines basketball team. A 6-foot-9-inch forward, Heuerman moved into the starting lineup as a 
junior and became a team co-captain the following year. A second-team Academic All-American in June 
of 1981, he was drafted by the Phoenix Suns in the fifth round. 
 
Unfortunately, Paul's basketball career didn't take off. He went to law school and settled down in 
Naples, a rapidly-growing city on the Gulf Coast. 
 
Paul nurtured his son's love for hockey and Jeff rapidly improved at the sport, so much so that he caught 
the attention of two key figures, one of whom was Austin Watson, whose parents had recently moved 
to Florida. 
 
"I had gone out for stick-and-puck and you could kind of tell who's a good player and who's not," 
Watson recalls. "I kind of gravitated a little bit towards him because he was [so good]. He was a good 
player and down in Florida there's some good players but it's not a huge hockey market, so that was 
nice for me to meet a kid at 12 or 13 years old playing at the same level as me in Florida and we kind of 
just hit it off from there." 
 
The other person Heuerman stood out to was one of Detroit Compuware's coaches. He would 
eventually call to offer Heuerman a spot on the team. This, to be sure, was a big deal for a young hockey 
player.  
 
"It's not like they had open tryouts," Heuerman says. " You have to be asked to be on the team, so when 
they asked, I was like Holy crap! I'm coming from Florida and they want me to come play for them? I'm 
freaking doing it!" 
 
Such a step was massive for Heuerman's future in hockey. To make it to the professional level, you can't 
really stay in Florida. Generally speaking, a talented player carves their way into playing at a high youth 
level, declares for the OHL or goes to play at college, and from there they eventually, hopefully get 
drafted to the NHL. Heuerman was still a good distance from there, but one of the best youth hockey 
teams had identified him as someone they wanted on their front line. 
 
The decision was more or less a no-brainer for Heuerman: "All I wanted to do was play hockey and I just 
wanted to play on the best team I could." 
 



--- 
 
Watson and his family solved the logistics of moving 1,300 miles when they offered him a room at his 
grandparents’ house in Manchester, Michigan. Watson, also a Compuware player, already had eight 
brothers, and now with Heuerman moving into the room across from his, it would feel like he had one 
more.  They even drank their first beers together. 
 
"He just wanted to play sports and hang out," Watson says. "We'd go fishing. [He was a] real nice, happy 
kid, always had a good attitude and always just wanted to be doing something active." 
 
But with the two in different schools, Heuerman was alone as he entered a new school. 
 
"It's character-building, I'll tell you what," he says. "I showed up to school and didn't know one single 
person. The only other people I knew were the guys on the hockey team and none of them went to that 
school. I would go to school, but then I would go home and go to practice. I would always be hanging 
out with all my buddies on the team. And on the weekends, it would always be the buddies on the team. 
So I really never met a whole lot of people at the school." 
 
Heuerman enjoyed playing hockey at a higher level and living in a new place, but Watson's impending 
decision to move to Canada to play in the OHL weighed on his mind. He was unsure if he wanted to 
spend more years following the customary path to possibly go on to the NHL, like Watson would. 
 
"I was like Man, I don't want to live in Michigan for another year and then move to Canada," Heuerman 
said. "That's the route I was headed on if I had followed it. That's kind of what you do. The top guys go 
play in the OHL for a year and then go to the draft. I didn't really want that." 
 
Plus, he missed his brothers. If he took this route placed in front of him, he knew he wouldn't see them 
much at all. It was a lot for a 13-year-old to figure out. 
 
"I was in eighth grade when I moved," he said. "They didn't know me. One was 7 and one was 11. So 
then I was going to move to Canada in a year? They weren't even going to grow up with me. […] I’m 13 
or 14 living here; I really don’t know anything. I’m kind of figuring this all out at the same time and then 
it starts hitting me one day. 
 
"I started to sit back, started talking with my dad. I’m like 'You know what, I don't know if this is for me. I 
think I want to go home.'" 
 
--- 
 
Back in Naples, Heuerman tried to continue with hockey, but it just wasn't the same. He had put so 
much time and effort into hockey and coming back to Florida was like taking a step back. Disinterested 
and drained, he just didn't want to go on with it anymore. 
 
Paul Heuerman was fine with his son moving on to something else, but not quitting altogether. Jeff 
would have to find a new sport or find a job, and he sure didn’t want to get a job. 
 
Originally, Heuerman didn't even want to try football. He had played in the backyard from time to time, 
but he had no organized football experience. But a combination of a friend's suggestion and his hopes 
that it would impress girls convinced him to give it a shot.  
 



Tight end became a natural fit after that. Heuerman was in the middle of a growth spurt that pushed his 
height to 6 feet 5 inches tall. He had great natural coordination, mobility and vision skills, which were 
further developed in his hockey days. 
 
At that time, he didn't really see football as any kind of future career. He didn't even think he'd play 
college football. So while he saw friends getting drafted to NHL teams, Heuerman wondered if he could 
have done the same.  
 
But once offers from colleges started to come in, those questions went away. Heuerman committed to 
play at Ohio State, and after four years initially marked by upheaval and scandal in Columbus, Heuerman 
and his teammates were national champions. 
 
After months of frenzied draft preparation, Heuerman finally got to hear his name called as the Broncos 
selected him in the third round. Amid the celebration that night, he got a congratulatory text from 
Watson, just like the one he sent on the night of Watson's NHL Draft. 
 
Football wasn't exactly the sport Heuerman had initially expected to turn professional in, he 
acknowledged. From a young age, he seemed to have a path to the NHL carved for his future but once 
he left it behind, Heuerman faced a new and more open reality where everything wasn't all planned out 
and he was able to find the sport that fit him. 
 
As for Heuerman's questions about whether he could have or should have stuck with a direction that 
seemed destined for the NHL, Watson thinks he certainly could have followed in his footsteps. 
 
"I’m sure he could have," Watson says. "It was unfortunate when he came and lived with us and had a 
little bit of a rough year I think with a couple of injuries and that kind of [thing]. It set his mind back a 
little bit and he kind of wanted to go back home and regroup but I think as you see, he goes back home 
and he gets drafted to the NFL years later. It’s incredible. He’s just an athlete and I think what he’s done 
with football, I’m sure he could have done with hockey but I think chose the right route for himself." 



Jeff Heuerman progressing in knee recovery 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
June 26, 2015 
 
About seven weeks after suffering a torn ACL, Jeff Heuerman is making big strides every day. 
 
"I wouldn't call them big strides," he said with a laugh on Thursday, "not literally, because they're 
actually pretty small strides—but I'm making progress." 
 
OK, well, every day Heuerman is making bigger strides. 
 
"Each day’s a bigger step, which it kind of sounds corny and it kind of sounds like I’m just saying that, but 
it really is," Heuerman said. 
 
He said he started walking about a week ago and expects to be able to get back in the weight room with 
the training staff in a week. Each step, large and small — every bit of physical progress has him thrilled. 
 
"I’m getting my flexion back in my knee, bending it — getting a few degrees each day is exciting," 
Heuerman said. "That’s kind of what I look forward to now is getting those few degrees in my knee and 
being able to walk and not limp." 
 
Early in May during the Broncos' rookie minicamp, Heuerman was running a route and when he made a 
cut, his knee gave out. "I didn't know how bad it was, but I knew it wasn't good. I knew I wouldn't just 
get up and walk away," he said. 
 
Such an injury so early in his career is difficult blow. And for Heuerman—who was a talented hockey 
prospect in his youth and who said "I'm playing until I can't move ... Until I can't do my job to the best of 
my ability, that's when we'll call it" after an injury before Ohio State's National Championship game—
this is one injury he can't play through with gritted teeth. 
 
But Heuerman remains upbeat because he has the benefit of time on his side, and he knows there's no 
pressure on him. 
 
"I’m not pressed for time," he said. "I’ve got a full calendar year until I’ve got to be back ready to go, 
which is good. I can get rehabbed right and not have to rush anything." 
 
Patience isn't exactly Heuerman's strong suit, he'll admit, but that's because he knows too much of it 
can lead to complacency. However, that's not an issue for him right now. There's no timetable in his 
mind and he can just focus on finding the best pace to rehab. 
 
Though the injury cut short the physical process of learning the offense, Heuerman was still with his 
teammates in the few weeks before his surgery. "I was here that whole time in meetings learning 
everything and if you want to take a positive out of the situation, that’s one of the things you can do: sit 
back, learn the playbook for a year, learn everything and go from there," he said. 
 



So since then he's been doing that and watching film of tight ends, and naturally that includes a lot of 
tape of Owen Daniels' work in Head Coach Gary Kubiak's offense over the past decade. 
 
He's also been able to get advice from his teammates, some who have gone through the same recovery 
process that he's beginning. And there's also a veteran in Ryan Clady who's right there with him in 
rehab. 
 
Last year Chris Harris Jr. and Von Miller went through the same process and said that their simultaneous 
rehab pushed one another, and Heuerman has been following Clady closely because he knows there's 
few people better to learn from than a multiple-time All-Pro and Pro Bowler. 
 
"He’s in there every day with me and I definitely take notice and pay attention to how he handles it 
because there’s no one better to follow recovering from an ACL than an All-Pro," Heuerman said. "He’s 
going to know how to do it, he’s going to know how to go about it like an All-Pro and get himself back to 
being an All-Pro. I definitely take notes and watch and learn from him. That’s been really beneficial." 
 
The path will be long and it won't be easy, but Jeff Heuerman is clearly taking the right steps to a strong 
return. 
  



Jeff Heuerman signs with Broncos, moves forward in 
recovery from surgery 
By Troy E. Renck  
DenverPost.com 
June 4, 2015 
 
Jeff Heuerman walked out of the Dove Valley front lobby on crutches Thursday, a symbol of an 
interrupted future. 
 
The Broncos believe he can be an impact player, but those plans were put on hold when he tore the 
anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee at rookie minicamp last month, sidelining him for the season. 
He took another step in his methodical road to recovery, signing his four-year rookie contract worth $3 
million with a projected $600,000 signing bonus based on the slotting system. 
 
The Broncos have signed their entire draft class. Heuerman was expected to contend for playing time, 
but will instead take mental reps and help out at practice as he recovers from surgery. 
 
"It is going well," said Heuerman, carrying an Ohio State national championship backpack. 
 
Heuerman, a former top junior hockey player, caught 52 passes for 792 yards and seven touchdowns at 
Ohio State, serving as a premier blocker. Former Buckeyes cornerback Bradley Roby provided advice to 
Heuerman on navigating this lost season. 
 
"I told him, 'Don't just sulk. Things like that happen. It's football. All you can do is keep moving forward. 
You can't sit there and be like, 'Oh, man, I got hurt.' You have to take what life gives you and keep 
going," Roby said. "I just told him to keep his head up, and that I'm there for whatever he needs." 
 
C.J. Anderson looks to make right cuts 
 
The external concern about the Broncos' offensive line remains palpable. Denver will feature a minimum 
of three new starters, and possibly five, while employing 39-year-old Peyton Manning. 
  
 
Three quarterbacks have started a full season at age 39 — Brett Favre, Doug Flutie and Warren Moon, 
according to Football Outsiders. 
 
Can a overhauled line keep Manning from taking hits and establish a powerful running game? C.J. 
Anderson has adopted Hall of Famer Jim Brown's philosophy regarding the question, believing it's on the 
running back. 
 
"We will make them right, that's a promise. It's on us to make the right cuts," Anderson said. "It would 
be unacceptable to pick the wrong cuts and make them look bad." 
 
Anderson reiterated Thursday that he won't be a "one-year wonder," and that he's learned plenty about 
the zone blocking offense by talking to Baltimore's Justin Forsett and watching video of Houston's Arian 



Foster. Anderson revealed that only James Casey and Joe Don Duncan are working at fullback. Juwan 
Thompson, initially viewed as a fullback candidate, is working at running back. 
 
Malik Jackson not worried about contract 
 
Malik Jackson, a blossoming star, said the Broncos have not discussed a contract extension. He said he's 
not "worried about it," and that he assumes something will happen after the season. Jackson has ranked 
as one of the team's most productive defenders over the past two seasons. ... Virgil Green is leaning on 
tight end Owen Daniels to help learn the offense. Daniels has spent his career with coach Gary Kubiak. "I 
ask him questions all the time. He's probably going to get sick of me. He knows the little details about 
things." 
  



Broncos rookie Jeff Heuerman faces setback with injury 
but future remains bright 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
DenverPost.com 
May 21, 2015  
 
When the Broncos selected Ohio State's Jeff Heuerman in the third round of the NFL draft, they believed 
they got a steal — a versatile, athletic and proven leader at tight end. 
 
"I did a lot of homework on him," coach Gary Kubiak said after the Broncos selected Heuerman at No. 92 
overall. "He's a leader on a national championship football team. I love his passion." 
 
Eight days later, the plan to integrate Heuerman into the Broncos' offense in 2015 disappeared. He 
suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament in his left knee during rookie minicamp at the team's Dove 
Valley headquarters. His season was over before it started, and he had not signed his rookie contract 
before the injury. 
 
According to the NFL's collective bargaining agreement with players, a team that "drafts a player shall be 
deemed to have automatically tendered" the player. And although Heuerman hasn't signed his contract, 
he and the Broncos signed a minicamp waiver that put the team on the hook for any medical expenses 
and rehabilitation costs for an injury suffered during the offseason program. 
 
Assuming he returns to health, the injury is not expected to affect Heuerman's future earnings. 
 
"It shouldn't, because of the injury protection waiver that is signed by the team," said Peter Schaffer, a 
longtime sports agent and founder of the Colorado-based agency Authentic Athletix. "The team says it 
will treat the player as though he is not injured, and the Broncos, historically, have been a very fair 
team." 
 
Heuerman's injury is a setback, but he will soon sign his contract — which will include a first-year salary 
of about $435,000 and a signing bonus of about $610,000. 
 
His situation is a bit different from that of Demaryius Thomas. The Broncos used their "nonexclusive" 
franchise tag on Thomas, giving him a guaranteed one-year salary of $12.82 million, a big bump from the 
$3.275 million he made last year. 
 
But Thomas, who will be the third-highest-paid wide receiver in the NFL when he signs the tender, has 
opted to risk it all for leverage. 
 
He will not participate in the Broncos' voluntary offseason workouts, which means they won't cover him 
if he is injured while working out on his own, away from team headquarters. 
 
One wrong move could cause him to lose his season and nearly $13 million. 
  



Hockey shaped work ethic of Broncos draft pick Jeff 
Heuerman 
By Mike Chambers 
DenverPost.com 
May 2, 2015  
 
If things don't work out for Jeff Heuerman at Dove Valley for the Broncos, the 6-foot-5, 255-pound tight 
end from Ohio State could become a power forward for the NHL team that practices less than a mile 
away. 

"Go Avalanche," Heuerman said Saturday after being introduced by John Elway at team headquarters. 
"Always been my favorite team." 

He was joking. Heuerman has allegiance to the Detroit Red Wings and Florida Panthers. He grew up 
playing hockey in Florida and Michigan, switching to football in the ninth grade because his triple-A 
hockey commitment proved too costly to his family life. 

"Hockey is a different world, especially in Naples, Fla.," said Heuerman, who was selected by the 
Broncos in Friday's third round of the NFL draft. "You can only get to a certain point before you have to 
move away to keep going. I got to that point." 

Heuerman played for Florida's first triple-A hockey program before moving to Michigan in eighth grade 
and playing for one of the country's triple-A heavyweights, Detroit Compuware. His two younger 
brothers stayed in Naples as Heuerman thought about advancing to the Ontario Hockey League, part of 
Canada's major-junior system. 

"They were going to grow up without me if I did that," Heuerman said. "So I chose to go home and be 
with them ... And tried out for football. It all worked out." 

Heuerman excelled in high-school football in Naples and helped Ohio State win the national 
championship last year. He started 14 of 15 games as a senior, catching 17 passes for 207 yards and two 
touchdowns. He can bench press 225 pounds 26 times and run the 40-yard dash in 4.8-seconds. He's a 
similarly strong skater, but is focused on football. 

"I honestly stay away from hockey as much as I can," Heuerman said. "I grew up playing it for so long. 
It's like an ex-girlfriend, when you break up with her, you don't keep talking to her and hanging out with 
her. But I do miss it." 

Hockey laid the groundwork for Heuerman's work ethic and discipline. He said some hockey practices 
began as early as 4 a.m. because of the lack of ice arenas and the growing popularity of the sport. 

"Hockey teaches you a lot," Heuerman said. "It teaches you hard work, dedication, what it takes to 
succeed. It teaches you toughness and I've taken a lot of things from the game of hockey and brought it 
over to the game of football. Definitely helped in my success." 

Elway is glad to have him. "We really believe he's got tremendous amount of upside, brings in the right 
mentality, tough, and is a great competitor," Elway said. 

  



Broncos’ draftee would make a mean power forward 
for Avs  
By Mike Chambers 
DenverPost.com 
May 2, 2015  
 
Working Broncos/NFL draft this weekend. I met third-round Denver draftee Jeff Heuerman, the tight 
end from Ohio State. He’s 6-foot-5 and 255 pounds, with 6 percent body fat. Impressive young guy who 
used to play triple-A hockey in Florida and Michigan. Heuerman moved to Detroit as an eighth-grader to 
play for powerhouse Compuware, but missed his family — particularly two younger brothers — and 
chose to start playing football in Florida instead of chasing his dream to play major-junior in the Ontario 
Hockey League. 
 
Heuerman said hockey shaped his work ethic. 
 
He’s flourished on the gridiron, obviously, but man, he would make one nasty power forward right now 
if he stuck with hockey. He said he was a centerman before his “growth spurt” turned him into a man-
child in high school at Naples, Fla. 
 
This NFL duty has temporarily shortened my Stanley Cup attention span, but I saw Anaheim’s Game 1 
beatdown on Calgary and think the Ducks will win the Western Conference. Chicago and Anaheim in the 
conference finals. I’d rather see the Blackhawks move on but … 
 
Russia and Canada are favored to play for the 2015 World Championship gold medal in the Czech 
Republic. Tremendously talented teams, including four Avalanche for Canada in Matt Duchene, Ryan 
O’Reilly, Nathan MacKinnon and Tyson Barrie. The U.S., however, features four NCAA players, a couple 
from major-junior and others from European pro leagues. I’ll be shocked if the American’s make it to the 
semifinals. You? 
 
The U.S. seemingly breezed to the U18 Worlds gold medal last week, pounding Canada in the semifinals 
before outshooting Russia 62-20 in a 2-1 overtime win in the final. 
  



New Broncos tight end Jeff Heuerman example of why 
stats are overrated  
By Mike Klis 
Channel 9 Sports 
May 2, 2015  
 
Any college football player with aspirations to play in the NFL can learn a lesson from Jeff Heuerman. 
 
In the national championship game back in January, Heuerman caught zero passes but made plenty of 
blocks in Ohio State's 42-20 trouncing of Oregon. It was the best no-catch feeling Heuerman ever 
experienced following a game. 
 
"It was awesome, unreal experience," said Heuerman, who took multiple injections into his sprained 
ankle so he could play in the game. "First-ever college football playoff, to have it go like that, it was truly 
special." 
 
Here's the lesson college player: It was partly because Heuerman had zero catches in the national title 
game that the Broncos selected him in the third round Friday. New Broncos coach Gary Kubiak loves 
unselfish winners. Those two words – unselfish and winner – are not an oxymoron. 
 
"Being a senior captain and a senior leader, I can't start complaining that I'm not getting the ball 
enough," Heuerman said. "Then younger guys look at me and they all think they can complain, too. And 
then the whole team is complaining. I had to do what I had to do to help the team keep winning and it 
worked out in the end." 
 
It doesn't take long for the draft experience to go from exciting to exhausting. Heuerman (pronounced 
HIGHER-man) received the call about 11:30 p.m. Naples, Fla. time Friday that he was the Broncos' third-
round draft pick. At 4 a.m. he was at an airport for a 5:40 a.m. flight to Denver. He'll fly back at 4 p.m. 
Saturday. 
 
Heuerman got a text from Peyton Manning shortly after they became teammates. He got a text from 
Brock Osweiler, too. 
 
Those quarterbacks will learn soon enough that Heuerman can catch. He had 26 receptions for an 
impressive 17.9-yard average and four touchdowns as a junior. His bum ankle and an Ohio State offense 
where quarterback J.T. Barrett rushed for 938 yards limited Heuerman's production to 17 catches as a 
senior. 
 
So who should be Ohio State's quarterback this season, Barrett or Cardale Jones, who played so well 
while outscoring Alabama and Oregon in the playoffs last season. Heuerman will have to first compete 
for a special teams spot on Sundays while learning the NFL tight end position from veterans Owen 
Daniels, Virgil Green and James Casey. 
 
"I'm excited to learn from the best to ever do it – some of the best coaches, some of the best players," 
Heuerman said. 
 



For more on Heuerman, watch the one-on-one interview I had with him during our Broncos Draft Special 
at 9 p.m. Saturday on 9NEWS. 
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