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The wait may finally be over. 
 
After an hours-long meeting in Canton, Ohio, on Thursday, members of the Pro Football Hall of Fame’s 
Contributors Committee selected longtime Broncos owner Pat Bowlen as one of two finalists, along with 
former Cowboys executive Gil Brandt, for possible induction in 2019. 
 
“This is an exciting day for our family and the Broncos fans who have been so supportive of Pat Bowlen 
for the Pro Football Hall of Fame,” the Bowlen family said in a joint statement. “Pat would be the first to 
say it’s not just about him but a credit to the many players, coaches and executives he worked with over 
the years. We’re thankful to the Contributor Committee for recognizing the incredible impact Pat’s had 
on the NFL. As we look forward to the final vote, our family also congratulates Gil Brandt on his well-
deserved nomination.” 
 
The selection, while not a guarantee for election, puts Bowlen on the doorstep of the Hall and on the brink 
of becoming the sixth Bronco enshrined in Canton. He and Brandt will be presented to the Hall’s full 
selection committee in February, on the eve of Super Bowl LIII in Atlanta. To make the final cut, the two 
must receive the same minimum 80 percent of the vote as the 15 modern-era candidates. 
 
“We’re absolutely thrilled for Pat and the entire Bowlen family,” said Broncos president/CEO Joe Ellis, 
who, along with Ring of Fame safety Steve Atwater, informed Bowlen of the news at his home in Colorado. 
“There’s no question that Pat elevated the NFL, the Broncos and our region over the last three decades. 
He’s always had such a modesty and humility, but he’s incredibly deserving of this selection and we 
appreciate the contributor committee nominating him. It’s very special to see Pat take such a significant 
step toward the Pro Football Hall of Fame.” 
 
Since the Hall of Fame added a contributors category in 2015 to include coaches, executives and owners, 
Bowlen has made it as far as the top 10, but never past. Last year he lost out to longtime general manager 
Bobby Beathard. In 2017, Cowboys owner Jerry Jones and former commissioner Paul Tagliabue were 
named finalists (only Jones was elected). In 2016 it was former 49ers owner Edward DeBartolo Sr. And in 
2015, Bill Polian and Ron Wolf were the two entrants. 
 
Although the category is still relatively new, Bowlen’s recognition from the Hall has been a long time 
coming for his family and the Broncos. 
 
“I’m excited and optimistic my father has been honored as a contributor finalist by the Pro Football Hall 
of Fame,” Pat’s daughter Beth Bowlen, 47, told The Athletic when reached for additional comment. “It’s 
well-deserved, and surely all the past and present Broncos players, coaches and executives — along with 
the fans — are eager to hopefully celebrate his induction into this year’s class.” 
 



As both a steward of the league and revered owner among players, Bowlen, 74, has had a deep imprint 
at nearly every level of the NFL. 
 
Since he purchased the team in 1984, Bowlen’s Broncos have had more Super Bowl appearances (seven) 
than losing seasons (six), and they own the third-best winning percentage (.603) among American pro 
sports franchises — and second-best among NFL teams. 
 
The Broncos’ 21 winning seasons and 18 playoff appearances since 1984 are the most under a single 
owner in the NFL during that span, and their six losing seasons are an NFL low. Never have the Broncos 
had consecutive losing seasons under Bowlen’s watch. 
 
The Broncos also have sold out every regular-season and postseason game with Bowlen as owner to 
extend their 48-year streak to 395 sellout games (the longest in NFL history in one city). And their 344 
national television appearances under Bowlen are the most in the league since ’84. 
 
“He was an owner that wanted to win, so all the resources that he had went to the football team,” Hall of 
Fame quarterback and Broncos general manager John Elway said. “The focus was always football, so the 
business side never got in the way of it.” 
 
But as Bowlen turned the once fledgling Broncos into one of the NFL’s marquee franchises, he also helped 
transform the league as a whole. 
 
Bowlen served a combined 91 seasons on 15 different NFL committees during his ownership — only Hall 
of Fame owners Dan Rooney (18) and Lamar Hunt (16) served on more. As chair of the NFL broadcast 
committee, Bowlen was instrumental in helping the NFL become the most valuable sports property. In 
1993, he and Jerry Jones lured FOX Sports to offer $400 million a year for television rights, doubling NBC’s 
$200 million. 
 
In 1998, also as chair of the broadcast committee, Bowlen led the negotiations of the league’s $18 billion 
TV contract, then the most lucrative single-sport contract in history. He was also a visionary behind 
“Sunday Night Football,” joining former NBC Sports boss Dick Ebersol to help turn the game into 
entertainment for the masses. “SNF” has been the top-rated TV program in America for seven consecutive 
years. In 2003, Bowlen also spurred the development of NFL Network to expand the league’s cable 
distribution. 
 
“If you look at the modernization of the National Football League, the impact of Pat Bowlen was absolutely 
profound,” former president of FOX Sports, David Hill, told The Athletic. “He had a very pragmatic way of 
looking at things. He wasn’t one to let the mantra, ‘That’s the way we do things,’ get in the way. He was 
always curious. He could see the media changing dramatically, and he was probably one of the first owners 
to see the football team as a family business.” 
 
As co-chair of the NFL management council executive committee, Bowlen was integral to labor peace 
between players and owners, and played a key role in the extension of the collective bargaining 
agreement in 2006 and the 10-year extension agreed upon in 2011. 
 
Bowlen also pushed for international expansion of the league, taking his Broncos to six countries for eight 
games. 
 



“I don’t know if I should use the word pioneer, but watching football grow in the years I’ve been a part of 
it, Pat had a tremendous amount to do with that,” former coach and current Broncos senior personnel 
advisor Gary Kubiak said. “You look at where TV has gone in the National Football League, Pat had a great 
deal to do with that. You look at the size of these organizations and the facilities, Pat was one of the 
originators of those types of things. I look at it and I don’t think this league would be where it’s at today 
without Pat’s contributions along the way. They were really special and significant.” 
 
But Bowlen’s contributions at home were just as great. 
 
As chairman of the board of Denver Broncos Charities, he has donated more than $30 million to 
organizations in the Denver area since 1993, including the 15-year funding of the Denver Broncos Boys & 
Girls Club. The Broncos are the only pro sports team in America to fully fund their own Boys & Girls Club. 
 
Among players and coaches, Bowlen was viewed as both a boss and a confidant, walking the halls of his 
team’s facility, attending practices, even working out with players. 
 
“The thing I always remember about Pat is Pat would say, ‘What do you guys need for us to be successful?’ 
” Kubiak said. “But he’d ask you about your family and your kids. You were playing for a guy you had great 
respect for, but you also felt like you had a friend too.” 
 
And although Bowlen helped expand the coverage of the NFL, he never sought the media attention. He 
didn’t want the credit, his players have said. Instead, he offered what was needed to try to win it all. To 
“Be Number One In Everything,” was his goal, for the business department, the football operations and 
every department in between. 
 
“Over 20 something years of my life I’ve been a part of this organization and Pat was never the focus,” 
Broncos all-time leading receiver Rod Smith said. “His vision was always the focus. He put people in place 
to make sure that vision came true.” 
 
Added Hill: “He was rare in that he had the ability to stand back. A lot of owners are just looking at their 
own patch. But Pat had the rare ability to see the forest, not just the tree, which made him so impactful 
in the development of the football league.” 
 
Should Bowlen be elected in February, he would join a Broncos contingent of Elway (class of 2004), Gary 
Zimmerman (2008), Floyd Little (2010), Shannon Sharpe (2011) and Terrell Davis (2017) in the Hall of 
Fame. Former cornerback Champ Bailey, in his first year of eligibility, could also join Bowlen in the Class 
of 2019. 
 
In the fall of 2013, Bowlen stepped down as controlling owner of the Broncos because of the progression 
of Alzheimer’s, a disease he’s battled for more than a decade. Ownership of the team was placed in a 
family trust that was created in the late 1990s to protect his prized franchise and eventually pass down 
ownership to his seven children. 
 
If the team stays with the Bowlens, it is believed that each child would receive equal stake in the team but 
only one would be appointed controlling owner, as the sole voice and decision-maker for the team. 
 



Three non-family trustees — Ellis, team counsel Rich Slivka and Denver attorney Mary Kelly — are tasked 
with appointing the next owner, with Ellis making the day-to-day decisions for the club as controlling 
owner delegee. 
 
In May, Beth Bowlen, Pat’s second-eldest daughter with first wife Sally Parker, announced her desire to 
take over for her father, but she was quickly denounced by the trust, which said she was “not capable or 
qualified at this time.” Two months later, before the start of training camp, Ellis indicated that Brittany 
Bowlen, 28, one of Pat’s daughters with wife Annabel, is the lead candidate among the children and that 
she is working toward becoming qualified for the role. 
 
Although there is no timeline for appointing Bowlen’s successor, the next owner will step into big shoes. 
And in the meantime, as Bowlen continues to fight Alzheimer’s, the Broncos await with hope the chance 
to celebrate their owner in Canton. 
 
“Oh boy, I sure as hell am,” Kubiak said. “I want to be there. It’s time, like everybody’s said. It’s an honor 
that him and his family deserve and hopefully we’re all there next year enjoying that moment.”  



Gil Brandt, Pat Bowlen nominated for Pro Football Hall 
of Fame 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
Aug. 24, 2018 
 
Enough is enough. 
 
If the Pro Football Hall of Fame is truly for those who irrefutably compiled a "message of excellence 
EVERYWHERE," as it emphasizes in its mission statement, then a contributor subcommittee must 
nominate Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen when it meets August 23 in Canton, Ohio. 
 
“There are very few people in the modern history of the four major sports who were winners as Mr. B 
was,’’ said Dick Ebersol, the former NBC Sports chairman who was active during Bowlen’s long reign as 
head of the league’s broadcast committee. “It’s incalculable the winning he has accomplished. I mean it’s 
hard to believe. And the fact that he maintained it decade after decade after decade is pretty awesome.’’ 
 
The following chart of the six winningest owners in NFL history suggest Ebersol was not guilty of 
hyperbole. 
 
Owner, team …………..… Total wins … Seasons … Wins/Year … PCT 
 
Bud Adams, Hou/Ten ………. 409 ……..… 54 …………. 7.6 …........ .488 
 
Ralph Wilson, Bills ………….. 390 ………... 54 ……...…. 7.2 ........… .464 
 
Lamar Hunt, Chiefs …………. 381 ……...… 47 ………… 8.1 .....…… .534 
 
Art Modell, Cle/Bal ……….…. 353 ………... 43 ………… 8.2 ….....… .530 
 
Pat Bowlen, Broncos ……….. 348 .……….. 34 ……….. 10.2 ….....… .602 
 
Al Davis, Raiders ……………. 348 ………... 40 ………... 8.7 …......... .543 
 
The most overriding characteristic among the all-time winningest owners was longevity. Bowlen, who was 
officially diagnosed with Alzheimer’s disease in 2014, was quantity and unmatched quality. He is easily 
the most efficient winner among the winningest owners. 
 
Team success, though, represents just one half of Bowlen’s Hall of Fame candidacy. There was also 
Bowlen’s contribution to the league. He served on 15 NFL committees – including as chairman of the 
two biggies, Broadcasting and Management Council (which led collective bargaining agreement 
negotiations with players’ union boss Gene Upshaw). Only two Hall of Fame owners – Pittsburgh’s Dan 
Rooney (18) and Kansas City’s Lamar Hunt (16) -- served on more committees. 
 
Perhaps more than any other, it was the vision of the Broncos’ owner that elevated the NFL from 
reported revenues of $1.3 billion in 1990 to $13.2 billion in 2016. 



“I feel that what really changed the NFL for the better, what took it from the old NFL to the new NFL, 
was the combination of Pat and Jerry (Jones, owner of the Dallas Cowboys),’’ said David Hill, who 
oversaw the NFL on Fox from 1994 to 2012. “The two of them had brought a whole new way of thinking, 
especially about media to the game. 
 
“Before it had been controlled by Art Modell. And Art Modell in 1994 had come from the Mad Men era 
of media. He had been very good. But what Pat and Jerry realized was the NFL had to change its 
approach to media. Specifically, when it came to finding younger viewers.’’ 
 
Said Ebersol: “So much of what’s carrying the league today, it’s unbelievable television success, which I 
attribute largely to Pat and Jerry from the beginning of their time on the TV committee in 1992 or ‘93 
on.'' 
 
You can almost hear what football fans are thinking. When two of the all-time best TV sports executives 
are crediting both Pat and Jerry, most people probably think it was Jerry. The Hall of Fame 
subcommittee that nominated Jones, and not Bowlen, for 2017 election no doubt heard, ‘Jerry.’ Pat? He 
must have been Jerry’s henchman. 
 
“It was the other way around,’’ Hill said. “Pat was the brains; Jerry was the muscle.’’ 
 
Ebersol had once called Bowlen the “Father of Sunday Night Football,” the top-rated NBC weekly series 
that beginning in 2006 included flexible scheduling so it could avoid late-season clunker matchups. 
 
Ebersol and Hill credit the Bowlen/Jones tandem for bringing in Fox, and its young demographics, rather 
than extend long-time partner CBS in 1994, a move the players should know precipitated a 521 percent 
salary cap jump from $34 million that season to $177.2 million in 2018. 
 
Paul Tagliabue, the NFL commissioner from 1989-2006, once said Bowlen was the only owner who held 
a major role in the league’s top four components of television revenue, stadium construction, 
international growth and labor peace. 
 
“I think Pat was the commissioner’s favorite owner if for no other reason he was always available to 
work on all these committees,’’ Ebersol said. “There are owners who have done a good job on a 
committee or two but all the various committees Pat was on – and in the end one of the reasons he 
went off the TV committee was because Roger (Goodell) really needed him for labor (negotiations).’’ 
 
************ 
 
Bowlen’s nomination by the Hall of Fame contributor subcommittee seems certain this week for the 
simplest of reasons: It’s his turn. 
 
The Broncos’ owner finished third in 2017 when the HOF subcommittee made two, highly questionable 
selections of Jones and Tagliabue. 
 
Jones was a questionable choice because he is still active. It’s not wise to honor active members for 
posterity because they still have time to sully their legacies. And sure enough, Jones was reprimanded 
and fined millions a year later for trying to undermine commissioner Roger Goodell. 
 



Tagliabue did not receive the necessary 80 percent vote from the final Hall of Fame voting body for 
election, ostensibly because his NFL medical advisor Eliot Pellman outrageously denied a connection 
between playing football and long-term head injuries. 
 
For the Class of 2018, when only one contributor was selected, Mr. B finished second to general 
manager Bobby Beathard. 
 
For the 2019 Hall of Fame class, there will again be two contributors selected by the subcommittee 
when it meets on Thursday. Bowlen is the favorite to get one nod. The other nomination figures to be 
either former New York Giants’ GM George Young or longtime Cowboys’ scout Gil Brandt. 
 
Bowlen should get finally get the HOF nomination, right ladies and gentlemen? 
 
“(Bleep) yeah,’’ Hill said. 
 
“I think this is his year,’’ said Shannon Sharpe, a Hall of Fame tight end who played the bulk of his career 
with the Broncos. “I thought last year should have been his year. What I hate is – whenever he goes in, 
it’s going to be a great experience for his family, especially with what Mrs. B is all the sudden going 
through (with her own recent diagnosis of Alzheimer’s). But it would have been really nice for Mr. B to 
get this award and he know about it.’’ 
 
If Bowlen is to be nominated by the contributor subcommittee this week, and then elected by the full 
voting body next February on Super Bowl LIII eve in Atlanta, he would not be expected to attend. 
 
With ratings sagging for the interminably long Hall of Fame induction ceremony (five hours of verbosity 
last year), perhaps Bowlen’s condition is one reason why there’s been no rush to nominate him. Or 
perhaps it was Bowlen’s low-key, reticent personality – some confused his shy nature as aloofness – that 
explains why the more accessible and quotable Jones leapfrogged into Canton’s hallowed halls last year. 
 
“Mr. B stayed in the background,’’ Sharpe said. “He was like, I hired these people and coaches to put this 
team together and give us the best chance to win. I don’t need to address the team. I don’t need to 
address the media. I’m the owner. That’s good enough for me. 
 
“Whereas some of these other owners, they want to be out front when things go well. That was never 
Mr. B.’’ 
 
Nope. The first chance Bowlen had to accept applause from a national audience – after his Broncos 
stunned the world by defeating the heavily favored Green Bay Packers in Super Bowl XXXII –he 
immediately demurred to his favorite player, John Elway. 
 
“This One’s For John!’’ Bowlen announced. 
 
You could sense Bowlen’s relief as he handed over the Lombardi Trophy to Elway, an exchange that 
backed him away from center stage. 
 
“He didn’t take any (B.S.),’’ Hill said. “He was a straight shooter. He was smart. His public persona wasn’t 
gregarious but he had a huge heart. He hid it well.’’ 
 



Even the hated divisional rival Oakland Raiders found a soft spot in Bowlen’s heart. The compassion was 
kindled not for Al Davis, the Raiders’ ever litigious owner, but for league's sake. 
 
For at least the second time, Davis and the NFL were embroiled in a lawsuit after he moved his franchise 
from Los Angeles back to Oakland in 1995. 
 
Amy Trask became the Raiders’ chief executive officer in 1997. There were frustrations when at one of 
the league’s meetings she received an olive branch from a surprising source. 
 
“Pat approached me and said, ‘I understand what you’re trying to accomplish. I want to help you,’’’ 
Trask said. “He was the first person associated with any team or the league office to extend himself in 
that manner. 
 
“He both recognized what I wanted to do and wanted to accomplish and he very graciously and 
generously offered to assist me in that regard. I don’t think that was the easiest thing for him to do. 
 
“He was extending himself to lend a hand for something he felt was in the best interest of the league.’’ 
 
Pat Bowlen's heart was with the NFL. Did he help? Trask didn’t know what Bowlen may have done 
behind the scenes. But eventually, the Raiders and the league did reach a settlement. 
 
**************** 
 
Even when including their disappointing 5-11 record in 2017, Bowlen’s Broncos have had more Super 
Bowl appearances (7) than losing seasons (6). That’s enough to get his bust bronzed even if he never 
lifted a finger for the good of the league. 
 
But there was so much more. No owner during the league’s transitional period from the late-1980s 
through the start of NBC’s Sunday Night Football in 2006 did more for the NFL than Pat Bowlen. 
 
“He was a tough man who fortunately for those he let under veil, so to speak, he was a straight 
shooter,’’ Ebersol said. “He never, ever, ever told an untruth. And he expected you to do the same. Once 
he saw I was doing that I became his cohort and his friend. 
 
“And yet, even in negotiations for what turned out to be Sunday Night football, he kept telling me, 
“That’s not going to do it. That’s not good enough.’ He always thought I had $50 million more in my 
pocket. Which I didn’t. But that didn’t stop him from always pushing. He was always an NFL owner, first, 
and then a friend, second.’’ 
 
The Hall of Fame contributor subcommittee meets Thursday in Canton. Why Bowlen wasn’t put forth for 
Hall of Fame election years ago is a baffling travesty but for the sake of maintaining excellence, the wait 
must end.  



Kickin’ it with Kiz: Did Broncos owner Pat Bowlen get 
done wrong in Hall of Fame nomination process?  
By Mark Kiszla 
Denver Post 
August 25, 2017 
 
So a general manager that helped get NFL teams to seven Super Bowls is better than a franchise owner 
that expanded television exposure, and has earned more accolades than Jerry Jones? That’s ridiculous 
and a joke. Pat Bowlen should have been a lock for the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
 
Ryan, Denver 
 
Kiz: From Randy Gradishar to Steve Atwater, we’re reminded the Broncos are under-represented in the 
Hall of Fame. And Bowlen also belongs in Canton. But put down the orange pompons, and Bowlen is no 
more deserving than Bobby Beathard. As a personnel guru, Beathard won four championships, including 
rings with the 17-0 Dolphins and a Redskins team that crushed Denver in Super Bowl XXII. The whining in 
Broncos Country that Charley Casserly, a broadcaster that formerly worked for Beathard, unduly 
influenced the nomination process is weak sauce squeezed from sour grapes. 
 
How about we talk about the basic Colin Kaepernick facts, as opposed to your blatantly stupid, 
uninformed and misguided opinion, Kiz? No. 1: Kaepernick was a terrible quarterback the past couple 
seasons, and No. 2: Kaepernick was a locker-room crybaby that wasn’t easy or fun to coach, which is 
why coaches around the league don’t want him. 
 
Monica, demands facts 
 
Kiz: Your wish is my command. So here are facts for your perusal. No. 1: Kaepernick threw 16 
touchdown passes and four interceptions for a 90.7 quarterback rating in 2016, as opposed to Trevor 
Siemian’s 18 TD passes, 10 interceptions and 84.6 rating. So if Kaepernick was terrible, Siemian was 
worse. No. 2: Former coach Chip Kelly insists Kaepernick was “zero distraction” in the San Francisco 
locker room last season, adding to MMQB reporter Michael Rosenberg that “Colin was focused on 
football. He was all about the team and trying to help us win.” 
 
I have season tickets to the Broncos. I am there to watch a football game, not a political debate. Just like 
last year, if players want to disparage the national anthem, I’ve going to vote with my feet. The 
television ratings fell because most of us who attend or watch are there for football. Players have every 
right to express their beliefs. I have just as much a right to express mine. 
 
Harry, sticking to sports 
 
Kiz: I’ve got a proposition for you, Harry. If an anthem protest compels you to stay away from the game 
against the Patriots on Nov. 12, let me know. I’ll help find two takers for your tickets: an active member 
of the military and an underprivileged kid from Denver. I think they would be delighted to sit together, 
united in orange. 
 



And today’s parting shot takes issue with a column that expressed the opinion that drafting Brock 
Osweiler and Paxton Lynch did little to burnish John Elway’s reputation as an evaluator of NFL 
quarterbacks. 
 
Every time you get an opportunity to criticize Elway, you hop right on it, Kiz. Why is that? Your columns 
are good enough when you report the facts. Why is it that you have to insert your personal opinions? No 
one really cares how you feel about something. 
 
L.M., devoted to No. 7 

  



Woody Paige: Why isn't the Committee compassionate 
enough to give Bowlen the HOF?  
By Woody Paige 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
August 25, 2017 
 
Pat Bowlen and the Broncos were left twisting in the wind again Friday. 
 
Unfairly. 
 
For the fourth consecutive year, since the Pro Football Hall of Fame initiated a special contributors 
committee, the Broncos’ owner was snubbed. 
 
Just as the franchise’s players and coaches have been slighted for decades. 
 
Bobby Beathard, a long-time and highly-successful former general manager, was nominated and should 
be voted into the Hall of Fame. 
 
But, to be straightforward, there is a sense of urgency in regard to Bowlen. As everyone in Colorado and 
anyone familiar with the National Football League knows, Pat suffers with Alzheimer’s, one of society’s 
most devastating diseases. It begins slowly and continues to worsen over time, eventually leading to 
death (three to nine years, on average, after a diagnosis.) 
 
Bowlen first revealed to me in a 2009 telephone interview that he was experiencing severe memory 
loss. "I have trouble remembering the two Super Bowls (the Broncos victories in 1997-98)," he said to 
me. He was very concerned of the developing issues with Alzheimer’s because his mother had the 
disease before dying. 
 
The Broncos didn’t discuss publicly Bowlen’s health issue for years, although it was generally known in 
the organization and among media, his family and friends and throughout the NFL hierarchy. It was 
obvious in the early 2010s that Bowlen didn’t have the same strong physical-mental condition of years 
earlier when he competed in Iron Man triathlons and headed the league’s powerful television 
acquisition committee. 
 
Three years ago last month, it was announced that Bowlen was stepping down from his daily control of 
the franchise and was putting the ownership in a family trust. 
 
It has been eight years since the column I wrote about Bowlen’s condition. 
 
According to one person who has visited Bowlen at his Cherry Hills Village home, where he is cared for, 
he has "some good days, some bad days." Another person told me Bowlen is in "a dark place" in his life. 
With assistance, he has ventured out to Castle Pines Golf Club recently. 
 
So, why aren’t the Hall of Fame contributors committee compassionate and understanding enough to 
give Bowlen the NFL’s highest honor before it’s too late, before he doesn’t have one "good day" to 
appreciate the tribute, or before he dies? 



 
Members of that nine-person (including one woman) board of selectors, an adjunct of the full Hall of 
Fame, have maintained that "Pat Bowlen will get in someday," but why not this day? 
 
I was told by a very reliable source that the committee did not want to approve another owner a year 
after choosing Jerry Jones. 
 
That makes absolutely no sense to me, particularly since I served on the Hall of Fame committee for 
more than a decade before resigning to give someone else in Denver the opportunity. I am fully 
cognizant of the foibles, the personal biases and the Eastern dominance of the committee, and there 
should be changes in its makeup (more former players, coaches and football executives added to, or 
replacing, total media representation). 
 
However, at this moment, the concentration is: The committee committed a major mistake. 
 
Why wouldn’t the group want to give more prominence to, and awareness of, the complications of 
Alzheimer’s, which affects so many millions of people in this country? 
 
Bowlen is not the first owner with Alzheimer’s. Nor will he be the last. And there have ex-players, 
coaches and executives struck down with the disease. 
 
Bowlen may be voted in next year, but he should have been voted in last year. His candidacy lost by one 
vote to Jones, despite the credentials of the Broncos’ owner being clearer than Jones. 
 
Bowlen has more Super Bowls (6) than losing seasons (5) on his resume. His record since buying the 
team in 1984 is in the highest echelon of the league. He was responsible for Sunday Night Football. He 
brought in billions of dollars for the owners and players from new television revenues. He put up his 
own money to help build the new stadium in Denver. He has donated multiples of millions of dollars to 
Colorado charities and nonprofits and ordered his staff not to disclose the payments. He plowed a 
majority of his profits, to the point during he had to borrow money, back into the franchise to acquire 
players, to move the Broncos out of antiquated, embarrassing facilities (where they didn’t even have a 
100-yard practice field) to a state-of-the-art training center south of Denver. 
 
Bowlen personally was responsible for saving the team three times. He bought it from Edgar Kaiser Jr., 
who was clueless about owning an NFL team. He once asked me to lunch to tell me he wanted to double 
tickets prices and cut star player Randy Gradishar’s salary in half. Given Kaiser’s eventual financial 
difficulties, the Canadian may have sold the team to interests who could have tried to move it to 
another city. 
 
Bowlen saved the Broncos when coach Dan Reeves was so close to trading John Elway to Washington. 
True.  Reeves have command over player personnel, but Bowlen jumped in at the last moment and 
prevented the deal. 
 
Elway and the Broncos won two Super Bowls afterward. Imagine how bad the Broncos would have been. 
 
And Bowlen saved the team again when it was running aground, and reaching its lowest ebb since the 
1960s, during the short-lived Josh McDaniels period. He fired McDaniels and brought back Elway to 
oversee the football operations – at a juncture when the owner’s health was declining. Since then, the 



Broncos attracted Peyton Manning (signed with the $100 million blessing of Bowlen, his last major 
decision) and returned to the Super Bowl twice – winning 50. 
 
Oh, it should be noted that two members of the contributors committee work out of Dallas-Fort Worth, 
and another was employed in Dallas. Thus, the reason for the decision last year. And the committee also 
has multiple members who have worked in San Diego and the Washington-Virginia-Maryland corridor, 
where Beathard was general manager. 
 
A consultant for the committee worked for Beathard and spoke during the process. Charlie Casserly 
once called Beathard the "greatest general manager in the history of the NFL." Guess what, he probably 
told the committee. 
 
Other committee members, for example, are from Philadelphia, New York, Seattle and St. Louis. 
 
Nobody on the committee is from Denver or has ever worked in a Colorado market. 
 
Pat Bowlen’s Hall of Fame possibility is gone with the wind once more. But tomorrow will be another 
day for him, we must hope.  



John Elway: Pat Bowlen's time for the Hall of Fame has 
come 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN 
August 25, 2017 
 
Pat Bowlen stepped away from the day-to-day operations of the Denver Broncos in 2014 as he battled 
Alzheimer's disease, but his presence, his beliefs and his organizational to-do list are still in place. 
 
That's because each and every day since they took over, both team president Joe Ellis and president of 
football operations/general manager John Elway have operated the Broncos one way, and that's as 
Bowlen wants them to. 
 
"And that's, I believe, to be as successful as possible, to compete for the Super Bowl each and every year 
and to do that every single day the right way," Ellis said. "That's our directive in everything we do." 
 
That mantra is why Bowlen will be among the longtime league contributors considered for 
enshrinement in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. Members of the Hall's contributors committee will meet 
in Canton, Ohio, on Friday and select a finalist to be considered for the Hall's Class of 2018. 
 
The Hall's full board of selectors will then vote on who is to be enshrined at a meeting the night before 
Super Bowl LII. 
 
"I've said so many times, he deserves a spot in the Hall of Fame because of what he's done," Elway said. 
"The culture that he's brought, the ability he had to give us to win football games and compete for 
championships, but also if you look at the growth from 1984 when he got into the league to where it is 
now, he was a big part of the growth of the NFL. To me, as a contributor and the committees that he 
was on, that's proof right there that he deserves to be in the Hall of Fame." 
 
Bowlen was one of 10 finalists considered by the contributors committee last year, but Dallas Cowboys 
owner Jerry Jones and former NFL commissioner Paul Taglibue were selected as the finalists. Jones was 
selected for enshrinement in the Class of '17, but Tagliabue was turned away. Since 2015, when the 
contributor category was split off, former San Francisco 49ers owner Edward DeBartolo Jr. as well as 
longtime general manager Bill Polian and former Packers GM Ron Wolf have been enshrined. 
 
"Pat Bowlen doesn't get the credit he deserves, I think, because he has never sought credit for what the 
Broncos have done, for what he's done in the NFL," Hall of Fame running back Terrell Davis said. "But 
look at the record, look at the success, look at how he looked beyond the Broncos to the league and see 
all he's done. Of course, that's the Hall of Fame. I know people are going to say I'm biased, but the 
record is clear." 
 
Bowlen purchased the Broncos in 1984, and since then the team has had more Super Bowl appearances 
-- seven -- than losing seasons (five). He is the only NFL owner to have hired four different coaches who 
have taken his team to the Super Bowl. 
 



Bowlen is the first NFL owner whose team won 300 games in a 30-year span, and the Broncos have 
finished .500 or better in 28 seasons during his tenure. The Broncos also are on pace to win 90 games in 
the fourth consecutive decade of Bowlen's ownership. 
 
"And that's not even what he's done for the league," Elway said. 
 
Both former NBC Sports chairman Dick Ebersol and former Fox Sports chairman David Hill have cited 
Bowlen as one of the most important figures in the NFL's string of record broadcast rights deals. Bowlen 
has long been considered the leading voice in the NFL's efforts internationally; the Broncos were 
regulars in the first series of "American Bowl" games played overseas in the preseason. 
 
In all, he served on nine committees with the league. 
 
"He was here every single day, and that's not always the case with an owner," Ellis said as training camp 
opened. "His success with this organization speaks for itself, 300 wins in 30-plus years. More Super Bowl 
appearances than losing seasons. ... He deserves to be in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. That's as much 
as you can say. You can't kick and scream, but I think they know that and I'm hopeful that this year is his 
year." 
 
  



Pat Bowlen not selected by Contributors Committee as 
nominee for 2018 Hall of Fame class  
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
August 25, 2017 
 
Eventually, Pat Bowlen's wait will end. At some point in the near future, perhaps as soon as 2019, the 
Broncos' owner for the last 33 years should take his place with the legends of the game. 
 
But the wait will not end next year. 
 
Bowlen was not chosen as the Contributors Committee nominee for the 2018 Pro Football Hall of Fame 
class. The committee instead opted to nominate former Washington and San Diego general manager 
Bobby Beathard, whose candidacy will be considered at the meeting of the full Selection Committee 
next Feb. 3 in Minneapolis, one day before Super Bowl LII. 
 
The Contributors Committee bypassed Bowlen for this year despite the fact that his contributions to the 
league were legion, as he helped lift the entire NFL to new heights of prominence and prosperity, 
particularly in his roles on the NFL Finance Committee, the NFL Business Ventures Committee and his 
work as chairman of the NFL Broadcasting Committee. 
 
In that role he handled negotiations on an $18 billion contract and helped lay the groundwork for 
making "Sunday Night Football" the primary prime-time game each week; as a result, SNF has been the 
highest-rated program on television for six consecutive seasons. 
 
But as Bowlen said on March 23, 1984 -- the day he met the media for the first time as Broncos owner -- 
"Winning is more important than making money." 
 
The first task was team success, and from a 13-3 season in his first year on the job through his 21st 
winning season last season, the accomplishments have accumulated quicker than the 300 wins he 
achieved faster than any owner in NFL history. 
 
• Three Super Bowl wins 
• Seven conference championships 
• More Super Bowl appearances (seven) than losing seasons (five) 
• Thirteen division titles 
• Eighteen playoff appearances 
• Most regular-season wins in the NFL 
• Highest home attendance in the NFL since 1984 
 
Bowlen's resume is that of a Hall of Famer, and with the Contributors Committee able to nominate two 
people for the 2019 Hall of Fame class, his time for induction could come soon. 
 
In the meantime, the Broncos will remain underrepresented in the Hall of Fame. 
 



Terrell Davis' induction earlier this month brought the total number of Hall members inducted at least in 
part for their contributions as Broncos to five. But that number pales in comparison with other 
franchises that also began play in the 1960s such as the Dallas Texans/Kansas City Chiefs (14 Hall of 
Famers), Minnesota Vikings (13 Hall of Famers), San Diego/Los Angeles Chargers (10 Hall of Famers) and 
Houston Oilers/Tennessee Titans (10 Hall of Famers). 
 
Those clubs have as many Super Bowl appearances combined (eight) as the Broncos do on their own. 
They have a single world championship among themselves; the Broncos have three. 
 
Yet they average 11.75 Hall of Famers, a number that is almost certain to rise thanks to the Seniors 
Committee's nomination of Oilers linebacker Robert Brazile as a finalist for the 2018 class. 
 
Life, and the Hall of Fame, aren't fair. And now Bowlen's wait, just like that of other deserving Broncos 
legends such as Steve Atwater, John Lynch, Randy Gradishar, Louis Wright and Karl Mecklenburg, will 
continue. 
  



Pat Bowlen not selected by Contributors Committee as 
nominee for 2018 Hall of Fame class  
By Troy Renck 
KMGH 
August 25, 2017 
 
The statue captures the man. Outside of Sports Authority Field, Broncos owner Pat Bowlen stands 
forever in a commanding pose overlooking the action. Arms folded, chiseled face, intense expression, 
and eyes cloaked by sunglasses. He represented authority, a demanding presence who respected those 
he employed to accomplish their goals without meddling interference. 
 
 His mantra: “Be number one in everything.” 
 
 
As the owner of the Broncos for 33 years, Bowlen has lived that motto, the organization continuing to 
achieve even as he stepped away from daily duties prior to the 2014 season because of the evils of 
Alzheimer’s disease. Friday, Bowlen continued the painful waiting game. The Contributors Committee 
snubbed him again, as Bowlen failed to land the lone spot reserved in the 2018 class for a contributor to 
the game. 
 
Former Washington Redskins and San Diego Chargers general manager Bobby Beathard received the 
nod. 
 
There will be two contributor spots available next fall, making it seem inevitable Bowlen moves on. But 
it fails to make this latest omission any easier. There's no comparison betwen the resumes of Beathard 
and Bowlen. 
 
 
It’s hard to reconcile why Bowlen is not in football’s hallowed hall. Perhaps, it wasn’t his turn. With 
Dallas Cowboys owner Jerry Jones entering last year, there was growing speculation this week the 
pendulum would swing back to a general manager this time. And that's how it played out. 
 
By now, Broncos fans are well aware of Bowlen’s resume. The unprecedented 300-plus victories in 30 
seasons, fastest to that mark in NFL history. The seven Super Bowl appearances. No owner has more. 
Three Super Bowl championships, tied for fourth. The five losing seasons since 1984. And, perhaps more 
salient, the Broncos own the second highest winning percentage of any professional sports team since 
he took over in 1984, second only to the NBA’s San Antonio Spurs. 
 
 
"It all starts with the owner," said President and CEO Joe Ellis, "And it all starts with the guy who, 
consistently had the same approach, the same mandate to his players, his coaches, his employees: and 
that was to be the best in everything, and put all our resources into winning championships, and if it 
didn't work out, come back next year and try to do it all over again each and every year. That's his 
legacy." 
 
 



Bowlen endeared himself to players for his compassion and desire to win. He left no reason for them 
not to succeed, this approach illustrated as the Broncos claimed back-to-back Super Bowl titles in 1997 
and 1998. 
 
“We knew we had the best of everything, so it was up to us to go out there and perform,” said Hall of 
Fame tight end Shannon Sharpe. “That’s what you can appreciate most. He wasn’t meddlesome. He 
stayed away. He let us do our job and we didn’t want to let him down.” 
 
During Bowlen’s tenure, the Broncos have sold out 284 consecutive games, extending the team’s NFL 
record to 387 sellouts and counting. Bowlen’s impact runs deeper than the Broncos. He was an 
influential figure who helped changed the course of the NFL. He was a member nine different NFL 
committees, including chairman of the broadcasting committee. He helped negotiate an $18 billion TV 
contract, the most lucrative in single-sport history. He was shrewd in the boardroom, capable of 
balancing micro and macro interests. 
 
Bowlen had long wanted the ability to “flex” the NFL’s prime-time schedule because “Monday Night 
Football” had fallen into a multiyear slump of showing poor matchups when the games mattered most. 
Bowlen found an audience with NBC Sports chairman Dick Ebersol, who viewed the games as events, 
featuring pregame and halftime entertainment and highlights. Ebersol has called Bowlen the father of 
Sunday Night Football. 
 
Bowlen also pushed to expand the NFL’s footprint abroad. The Broncos have played eight international 
games in six different countries. The NFL regularly now stages regular-season games in London and 
Mexico City. 
 
In the end, Bowlen’s argument goes back to the field. The Broncos became must-watch TV during his 
reign. They rank tied with the New England Patriots with 322 regular-season wins since 1984. When the 
Broncos won their third Super Bowl two years ago, general manager John Elway put it simply, “This 
one’s for Pat.” 
 
Eventually, there will be a yellow jacket for Bowlen. But Friday brought only more frustration. 
 
 
 
 
 



Broncos president Joe Ellis: Pat Bowlen would say he 
'loved this team' 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
February 9, 2016 
 
There are times when Denver Broncos president and CEO Joe Ellis will ask, when he's faced with a 
decision, "what would Pat do?" 
 
Just before John Elway and Gary Kubiak talked Tuesday about how the Broncos won Super Bowl 50 and 
what's to come for the team, Ellis took a few moments to offer what Pat Bowlen would think of the 
seventh Super Bowl team -- and third title-winner -- since he purchased the team. 
 
"Pat should be here, this is who should be talking to you now," said Ellis of Bowlen, who is battling 
Alzheimer's disease. "He would tell you that he loved this team, he loved everything that they were 
about, their resolve and their grit, their determination and the way they finished. He would have been 
so impressed with that and so pleased and so proud. ... And (Sunday night) he would have said if you 
were surprised by the outcome today, you shouldn't have been. He would have recognized the great 
confidence and the preparation, everything Gary and his staff did to get this team ready to play." 
 
The Broncos defeated the Carolina Panthers, 24-10, in Super Bowl 50 at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, 
California. The Broncos won 11 games this season -- regular season and playoffs combined -- by seven or 
fewer points, a single-season record, and Ellis termed the team's defensive performance as "historical." 
 
Ellis made his remarks just before the Broncos left for the team's parade and rally in downtown Denver 
that a mayor's spokesman said was expected to draw "hundreds of thousands" of people. 
 
"I think he would have been overwhelmed with and pleased with the fans," Ellis said. " … Pat, and all of 
us here, never underestimate that, we never do." 
 
Broncos coach Gary Kubiak had Ellis speak to the Broncos players about Bowlen the day before the team 
left for California in the days leading up to the Super Bowl. Bowlen stepped away from the team's day-
to-day operations in the summer of 2014. 
 
Many of the current players have not met Bowlen, who was inducted into the team's Ring of Fame 
earlier this season. 
 
"The ability and the way to treat his people, the culture that he has created for this organization, the 
culture of winning and the expectations of competing for world championships, that is what he wants," 
said Broncos executive vice president of football operations/general manager John Elway. "I think that 
as a player and as an employee now, that you can't ask for anything else. It starts at the top with the 
owner, with the guy that is making everything happen. You can't be in a better situation to be 
competitive and again trying to compete for world championships." 
 
"I think Mr. Bowlen is a leader of people," Kubiak said. "For me to be gone from this organization and 
come back 10 years later and see so many of the same people still in place, still in this building, still 
working and still contributing, and then even now with Mr. B not here on a regular basis, his presence is 



here every day -- what he stood for, what he wants his people and this organization to stand for, just a 
tremendous leader." 
  



John Elway finally can say it: ‘This one’s for Pat’ 
By Brian Costello 
New York Post 
February 8, 2016 
 
John Elway returned the favor Sunday night. 
 
As Elway, the Broncos vice president of football operations, took hold of the Vince Lombardi Trophy 
after Super Bowl 50, he delivered a message he must have thought about for a long time. 
 
“He wouldn’t want me to say this, but this one’s for Pat,” Elway said. 
 
Pat is Pat Bowlen, the Broncos owner who could not be at the Super Bowl. Bowlen has owned the team 
since 1984 but stepped away from day-to-day operations in July 2014 due to complications from 
Alzheimer’s Disease. 
 
Elway first worked for Bowlen as a player and now as an executive. In 1998, Bowlen famously said, “This 
one’s for John” when the Broncos won their first Super Bowl with Elway at quarterback. 
 
On Sunday night, the franchise captured its third Super Bowl title. Bowlen’s wife, Annabel, accepted the 
Lombardi Trophy from commissioner Roger Goodell. 
 
Bowlen, who is very popular with his players, was on the minds of many of the Broncos all week and 
after the 24-10 win over the Panthers. 
 
“It’s great to go out and do something for somebody else,” said outside linebacker Von Miller, who was 
MVP of the game. “Mr. Bowlen, he believed in me first. He loved me first. He brought me here, gave me 
this opportunity to go out here and be with my teammates and influence guys around me and allow me 
to be me with my personality and everything that I do. I can’t really put into words what Mr. Bowlen 
means to the team. It’s just a true blessing to go out and get a trophy for him.” 
 
Bowlen was there when the Broncos selected Miller with the No. 2 overall pick in 2011 and stood by 
Miller during some early struggles. 
 
“The highlight of the night was when Mr. Elway held the trophy and said, ‘This one’s for Pat,’ ” Miller 
said. “It’s been a magical night, and I’d like to say it, too: This one’s for Pat.” 
 
The Super Bowl win also showed Bowlen was wise to groom Elway as a front-office executive. Elway 
joins Jerry West in the exclusive group of Hall of Fame players who become great front-office executives, 
a feat most great players find hard to do. 

  



Super stories about Pat Bowlen 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
February 6, 2016 
 
Eight days ago, after the Broncos' last pre-Super Bowl practice that was held at Dove Valley, team 
president and CEO Joe Ellis addressed the players. He told them about Pat Bowlen, the Broncos' 
longtime owner. He told them what Bowlen means to the franchise and how his message and ways laid 
the foundation for the team's daily operations. 
 
Super Bowl 50 is the Broncos' seventh since Bowlen purchased the team in March 1984. But it will be 
the first he cannot attend. Bowlen resigned control of his day-to-day duties with the team in 2014 
because he has Alzheimer's disease. 
 
Although Bowlen won't be at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif., for Super Bowl 50, those who know 
him best and have been alongside him the longest say his presence will be felt. Here are some of their 
favorite "Mr. B" stories: 
 
Jane Elizabeth "Beth" Bowlen Wallace Daughter 
 
"I remember everyone went to the Super Bowl party the night we beat Green Bay (in January 1998), and 
you have to understand, we had been to three losing Super Bowl parties, where the band was playing 
but no one was on the dance floor. So we go to the party this time, and it's a great one. 
 
"I left probably around 1 a.m., and I noticed a light on underneath the door of my dad's suite, so I knew 
he was still up. So I knocked and he came to the door and he had been up in his room for a while, so I 
think he was getting ready to retire for the evening. I look and there's this big, James Bond-like trunk in 
the foyer of his suite. I'm like, 'Dad, is that it?!' And he's like, 'Yeah.' I'm saying, 'Well, let's get it out!' 
  
"It took us forever to figure out how to open the darn trunk, but we got it opened and, sure enough, 
there was the Lombardi Trophy. There was no selfie stick back then, but I had a disposable camera and 
we took selfies with the trophy. We kept looking at it, then looking at each other and cracking up, 
because you're like, 'Is this for real?' 
 
"That was my most memorable and favorite story ever. Ever. I went back to my room and went to sleep 
with a lasting image of the trophy in my mind, and I have no doubt that he probably put the trophy on 
his bedside table and fell asleep." 
 
Brittany Bowlen Daughter 
 
"At Super Bowl XXXII, I had just turned 8 and I knew that my dad worked with the Broncos and was in a 
very important role, but I didn't know exactly what he did. When we traveled to Super XXXII, the first 
thing I noticed was how big the NFL is, but I also got to see him interact with players and employees and 
the fans, and things really started to materialize for me. 
 
"I think the reason I hadn't really realized it before was because he had always raised us to believe that 
the Broncos belong to the community. I really believed that when I was 8 years old. 
 



"It was at that Super Bowl that I realized my father is actually the owner, but what really stood out to 
me was that he really loved this team. It was in those moments, watching him dance at the postgame 
party with my mom or shake an employee's hand on the field and give them a pat on the shoulder, that I 
realized that this is really what he loves." 
 
Mike Shanahan Broncos offensive coordinator, 1984-87; offensive assistant, 1990-91; head coach, 
1995-2008 
 
"After we had our parade downtown (following Super Bowl XXXII), we had dinner over at the Denver 
Chophouse. All the players went over there and the coaches, and we just had a fantastic evening. 
 
"But Pat told me after we got there, he says, 'Hey, Mike, the president is going to call me.' At the time, it 
was Bill Clinton. He said, 'He's going to call at about 5 p.m.' And I told him, 'Great, that's fantastic.' He 
said: 'But I'm not going to be there. I want you to talk to him.' I said: 'What do you mean? Why do you 
want me to talk to him?' He said, 'Well, I'm going to go get my workout in.' It just shows you the type of 
guy that he was. He was very disciplined. Just an unbelievable owner that you would love to work for, 
and he did all the little things that gave you a chance to win that people don't realize." 
 
Joe Ellis Broncos president and CEO 
 
"It was January of '99. It was pregame, and we do this every year — we have a brunch before the game 
that Pat hosts. I said to him, 'I'm going to go over to that and be there with my family, and I'll see you 
around kickoff time.' He said: 'That's fine. Get something to eat, but hurry back, and let's go on the bus 
and go to the game.' So I went on the bus and we got there early, like four hours before kickoff. I 
remember going out just to see the field, and I went over there to our bench area, and he sat down next 
to me. We just chatted about all kinds of stuff for about an hour. Hours later we were world champions, 
but it had nothing to do about football. It was all family and what we were going to do in the summer 
and growing up playing ice hockey, which he did — all kinds of things. I'll never forget it." 
 
Gary Kubiak Broncos quarterback, 1983-91; offensive coordinator, 1995-2005; head coach, 2015-
present 
 
"When we were players and we got to the playoffs, Mr. Bowlen, if you were the player of the game in 
the playoffs, he gave you a trip to Hawaii. Naturally, John (Elway) would be the player of the game, so if 
a guy got it twice, they would go to the next guy at his position, so I was one of the few guys Mr. Bowlen 
gave a free trip to Hawaii and I never played a down." 
 
Shannon Sharpe Broncos Hall of Fame tight end, 1990-99, 2002-03 
 
"For me to be a part of a team that gave him his first Super Bowl (victory) and to know that's a memory 
that no one can ever take away from me, it's a great feeling. I was one of his favorites. 
 
"There were a couple of occasions on Thursdays, when he would always come down and ask Greek 
(Broncos trainer Steve Antonopulos) about the injuries. I knew he would come down, so I went up to his 
office and I stole his glasses, and you know he had those short shorts? I got me a pair of scissors and I 
cut some short shorts. I got me some tube socks and a tight shirt like he would wear. So when he came 
down, I was sitting in his chair with my feet up on Greek's desk like he would be. And he got a kick out of 
that. He laughed so hard." 
 



Fred Hemmings Longtime friend, former member of Broncos board of directors, former professional 
surfer and Hawaii senator 
 
"Pat, first and foremost, is a family man, but he's also, for us here in Hawaii, what we call a 'local boy.' 
We used to do a lot of jogging. I never jogged anywhere with Pat — and we've jogged a lot of different 
places — where it didn't end up being a race. 
 
"There's a volcano in Hawaii called Haleakala. It's on Maui, 10,000 feet. We had (Bowlen's wife) Annabel 
and my wife drop us off at the summit one morning, about 5 a.m., and we watched the sun come up — 
it's absolutely beautiful — and then we literally ran through the volcano. We ran down what's called 
sliding sand across the crater floor, through the lava fields and up a switchback trail cut into the side of a 
cliff and then to the outer rim of the crater and into the parking lot. It ended up being close to a 13-mile 
run. We always had these adventures." 
  



Broncos driven to win Super Bowl for ailing owner Pat 
Bowlen 
By Ashley Fox 
ESPN.com 
February 3, 2016 
 
"This one's for John!" 
 
Pat Bowlen's proclamation moments after his Denver Broncos finally won the Super Bowl on their fourth 
try following the 1997 season isn't just a famous phrase around Denver, it's known by football fans 
everywhere. After the Broncos' 31-24 victory against the Green Bay Packers exorcised previous Super 
Bowl losses -- blowouts, in reality -- to the New York Giants, Washington and San Francisco, Bowlen 
selflessly passed the gleaming Lombardi Trophy to his beloved quarterback and favorite son, John Elway. 
This one's for John. 
 
Now, 18 years later and with the tick of an unpredictable clock growing unbearably loud, Elway is in 
position to return the gesture. Everyone knows the reality. Bowlen is ill. He has Alzheimer's disease. No 
longer can Bowlen inspire his players with his relentlessness on the elliptical machine, always the best 
athlete in the room. No longer can he breeze through the locker room and be as comfortable among his 
players as he was at the negotiating table. No longer can he run the franchise he bought in 1984 and 
built into one of the most stable, classy and revered organizations in the National Football League. 
 
Bowlen stepped away from the day-to-day operation of his team in July 2014, and he hasn't been able 
to attend a game in more than a year. He didn't attend his own Broncos Ring of Fame ceremony in 
November, and his condition is such that he won't even be in Santa Clara, California, for Super Bowl 50, 
the Broncos' seventh under Bowlen. But his ideals, spirit and approach to winning remain omnipresent 
within the organization, and his absence has driven the Broncos players, coaches and staff. 
 
Their motivation is simple and sincere: Mr. B deserves one more. 
 
--- 
 
The first time Mike Shanahan met Bowlen was in the Broncos' weight room. Shanahan had been an 
assistant for the team for a month, maybe two, and had heard the new owner was personable. But he 
was an elite athlete? Shanahan wasn't so sure. 
 
Then he saw Bowlen spend an hour on the Stairmaster, followed by a 10-mile run. Bowlen was training 
for a triathlon. 
 
"That was why coaches got to know Pat very well, as well as players," Shanahan said. "He was always 
around in their environment where they were working out. They'd see him relaxed and could be 
themselves. Most of these owners you see before and after games, and that's it. That's what separated 
him." 
 
Bowlen liked to be around. A Wisconsin native who earned law and business degrees at the University of 
Oklahoma and made his money through the oil, gas and real estate industries, Bowlen led from the 
Broncos headquarters. He had a singular purpose, and everyone knew it. 
 



"Pat had one goal and one goal alone -- that was to win the Super Bowl," said Shanahan, who worked 
for Bowlen for 21 years, the last 14 as Denver's head coach. "That's what it's about. We knew from day 
one he was going to try to give you every opportunity you could to win the Super Bowl. It wasn't about 
making money, even though everyone wants to make money. It was about what was going to give us a 
best opportunity to win." 
 
If that meant paying assistant coaches more than the going rate, Bowlen did it. If it meant spending on 
free agents, he did that, too. If it meant building a new stadium, even though the taxpayers initially were 
against it, Bowlen did that, too, recruiting former Broncos stars to canvass the community and convince 
the people to chip in. 
 
The results show Bowlen has done plenty right. In the 32 years that he's owned the team, the Broncos 
have been to more Super Bowls (seven) than they've had losing seasons (five). They've won more than 
300 regular-season games and 13 division titles, including the past five in a row. 
 
After Denver won its first Super Bowl, Shanahan wanted to reward running back Terrell Davis with a 
contract extension. Davis had had a monster regular season, rushing for 1,750 yards -- second only to 
the great Barry Sanders, who rushed for 2,053 yards -- and a league-high 15 touchdowns. In four playoff 
games, Davis averaged 145.3 yards per game, and he was the Super Bowl's Most Valuable Player. 
 
Shanahan went to Bowlen's office with a proposed contract extension for Davis for north of $30 million. 
He said he told Bowlen, "I want you to take a look at this. I've restructured TD's contract because I think 
he deserves it. I want you to take a look at it." 
 
According to Shanahan, Bowlen replied: "Mike, what do you think I hired you for?" Shanahan replied, "I 
appreciate that, but when you're dealing with a $30-40 million contract, I think you'd like to look it 
over." 
 
Bowlen responded, "Hey, if you believe he deserves that contract then you should give it to him." 
 
And that was that. Bowlen didn't even glance at the contract. 
 
"That told me at an early time he had complete confidence in me to do things the right way and for the 
right reasons," Shanahan said. "You don't get that often, and at the same time you don't want to 
disappoint him." 
 
Everyone has a story. 
 
--- 
 
For former Broncos quarterback Jake Plummer, that came in 2004. He was feuding with the league 
office over his desire to wear a No. 40 sticker on his helmet to honor Pat Tillman, the former Arizona 
Cardinals safety who quit the NFL and became a U.S. Army Ranger only to be killed in Afghanistan. 
Tillman was one of Plummer's closest friends. They played together at Arizona State and then with the 
Cardinals. Tillman had phoned just days before his last deployment to Afghanistan to check on Plummer, 
who had called off his wedding at the wire. 
 
"He called me prior to going to Afghanistan to check on me, when realistically I should've been calling 
him," Plummer said of Tillman. "That's the kind of friend he was." 
 



In Week 2 of the 2004 season, the NFL honored Tillman by having every player in the league wear a 
helmet decal with his number. Plummer wanted to wear it all season. The league said no. A few weeks 
later, Plummer defied the league and wore it anyway, incurring a fine. 
 
Since his friend never backed down from anything, Plummer decided he'd continue to wear the decal, 
the money be damned. Bowlen finally told Plummer it was in his best interest to take the sticker off and 
just play. What Bowlen didn't tell Plummer is he had a large No. 40 logo installed next to one of the play 
clocks inside the Broncos' stadium. When Plummer took the field for pregame warmups a few days 
later, he saw it and was nearly moved to tears. 
 
"It was just for me," Plummer said, "and it made me feel really good, like 'OK, I can move on. I can honor 
Pat and don't have to fight the NFL.' I just told Mr. Bowlen, 'Thank you. That was nice.' Sometimes the 
things like that he didn't even want a 'thank you' for. He wanted us to focus on what our job was and 
that was to play football and play our position and win games, not worry about fines." 
 
--- 
 
For Mark Schlereth, the story is about a practical joke. One day in the mid-1990s, Schlereth rolled 
through the weight room and noticed that Barney Chavous, the team's assistant offensive line and 
strength coach, had closed his office door. Schlereth, a lineman, assumed Chavous was taking a power 
nap before practice. 
 
So Schlereth stuck seven or eight pennies in the crack between Chavous' door and the frame, locking 
Chavous in. Then Schlereth called Bowlen. 
 
"I said, 'Hey, this is Mark downstairs,'" Schlereth said. "He said, 'Yeah, what can I do for you?' I said, 
'Listen, I've got Barney pennied in his office. Call him and say you've got to see him immediately.' He 
said, 'I can't wait.'" 
 
Bowlen called Chavous, who leapt up not wanting to keep the owner waiting, and then realized he was 
locked in. Chavous then started "dog-cussing us," Schlereth said. 
 
"And Mr. Bowlen comes sprinting down just to be a part of the festivities, because he thinks it's the 
funniest thing ever," Schlereth said. "He couldn't wait to call, couldn't wait to hang up and then he's 
sprinting down these stairs to be part of the shenanigans. He liked to have fun." 
 
For Billy Thompson, there isn't one defining story. There are hundreds. Thompson was a defensive back 
on Denver's Orange Crush defense in the late 1970s. He never played for Bowlen -- "I wish I had," he 
said --- but a few years after retiring from football in 1981, Thompson got a call from Bowlen. 
 
"He said, 'I want you to come back,'" Thompson said. "I said, 'As what?' And he said, 'I don't care. Just 
come back.'" 
 
So Thompson was a scout for several years and then Bowlen asked him to be the Broncos' alumni 
coordinator, a role he's still in. Thompson reveres Bowlen but also counts him as a close friend. The two 
used to have lunch together all the time. 
 
"He always just kind of pushed that owner thing aside," Thompson said. "He said, 'I'm talking to you, I 
want you to tell me what to think.' I'd go, 'I'm going to tell you what to think, so if you don't want to 



know the truth, don't ask.' He'd say, 'Okay, that's what I want.' I can't say enough good things about 
him. He's just a special guy." 
 
--- 
 
And then there's Elway. It took some time, but five years ago, Bowlen finally coaxed Elway back to the 
franchise as its executive vice president of football operations and general manager. Shanahan liked the 
hire. 
 
"John has a philosophy of what it takes to win, and one thing John Elway does is he wins," Shanahan 
said. "He doesn't lose in many things, whether he's playing golf, gin, a business deal, a football 
organization. He knows how to win, and he knows what it takes to win a Super Bowl." 
 
Bowlen had seen that firsthand. And he knew how excruciating some of the losses had been. The Super 
Bowls were rough, yes, but so too was the 30-27 loss to Jacksonville after the 1996 regular season, when 
the Broncos had home-field advantage through the playoffs and the Jaguars were in their second year of 
existence. For years on end, Elway had to hear about how he'd never won the big one, and might not 
ever. 
 
"A lot of guys give up," Shanahan said, "and John never did." 
 
And Elway is not giving up for Bowlen. That's why after a fourth consecutive division crown and a 13-3 
record last season, he fired John Fox following a playoff flameout and hired Gary Kubiak as his head 
coach. Good is not enough when great is the goal and the clock is ticking. 
 
"The only reason John is where he is now is because of Pat," Thompson said. "And it goes without saying 
that Pat, he loved John and what John did for the team, and he wanted to keep him a part of it. He had 
tried for a long time to get John to come and things finally worked out where he could come. I think it 
made Pat happy and I think it made John happy, because he knows what Pat wants. And with Kubiak, 
that's a close, close relationship and they know what Pat wants, what the goals are, and it's easy. 
 
"John loves Pat. That relationship is really, really close. That's why I can easily envision him saying, 'This 
one's for Pat.' Wow. It gives me chills when I think about it." 

  



An Inside Look at the Heart of the Denver Broncos 
By Sanyin Siang 
Forbes.com 
February 3, 2016 
 
Culture is key to creating long-term sustainable success. As the legendary leadership guru, Peter Drucker 
once said, “Culture eats strategy for breakfast any day.” 
 
This Super Bowl will mark the Denver Bronco’s 8th Super Bowl, and the 7th under the ownership of Pat 
Bowlen, who bought the team in 1984. In 2014, due to Alzheimers, Bowlen stepped down from the 
management of the team. 
 
I asked my friend, Brittany Bowlen, to help us understand her father’s legacy and the culture that her 
father had fostered and stewarded. 
 
Sanyin Siang: Brittany, can you tell us a bit about the culture of the Denver Broncos and how your dad 
fostered this? 
 
Brittany Bowlen: The culture that my father instilled within the Broncos starts with the fact that people 
are his priority. Every day, he consciously chose to park in the back of the Denver Broncos’ training 
facility and walk through the training, equipment and operations areas before going to his office. He 
always wanted to have the pulse of the team and understood that these departments, while maybe not 
the most prominent, were vital to the success of the Broncos. 
 
‘It’s not about me’ is a phrase that I’ve heard my father say countless times—he always wanted others 
to get the credit and always respected their opinions, regardless of title. I believe the positive, inclusive 
culture that he built within his team helped it earn the respect of this community and the entire league. 
 
Siang: By respecting everyone everyone on the team, your dad also earned everyone’s deep respect. He 
also enabled them to perform at their best. You once shared a quote with me that I found compelling – 
Other people’s thoughts are more important than your own assumptions. Can you tell us a bit more 
what this means and why it’s so important to the team’s success? 
 
Bowlen: I think this idea—Putting others’ thoughts before our own assumptions—is one of the most 
thoughtful things my father modeled throughout his ownership. To fulfill this, at the core for him was 
conducting himself with honesty, integrity and humility at all times. He tried to surround himself with 
good people, trusted them and provided them the resources to be successful. 
 
When he purchased the Broncos, my father understood he was not going to have all the answers and 
needed to learn from those people already involved with the team. To this day, many of those same 
people are still working with the organization. Even at the highest parts of his career, when he was 
negotiating billion dollar labor and television deals, he still worked hard to earn the respect of others by 
valuing their opinions and relying on them. 
 
He believes that a key factor to healthy relationships is mutual respect, and this translates to the entire 
Broncos’ organization. That’s why he gave people so much flexibility in the way they wanted to do their 
jobs. As an owner, he believed the only way you can improve and learn is by valuing the thoughts and 
opinions of others. 
 



Sanyin: In our leadership work, trust is the lynchpin for leadership. To build that trust, leaders need to 
know and understand their people and demonstrate that they genuinely care. Your dad was able to 
build this and empower those around him. Can you share with us how he did that? 
 
Bowlen: A story that I love is one that Joe Ellis, President and Chief Executive Officer of the Denver 
Broncos, sometimes shares about my father. During an away game, Matt Lepsis, one of the team’s 
offensive linemen, had his wife go into labor with a possibility of complications. To help Matt get back to 
Denver as soon as possible, my father asked him to fly back with him on his private plane. He spent the 
entire plane ride trying to put Matt at ease, telling him everything would be OK and listening to any 
concerns he had. It’s stories like that that demonstrate how deeply he cares for people. 
 
Another story I love is one a player told me about my father pushing a laundry cart filled with frozen 
turkeys and putting one in each player’s locker for Thanksgiving. He doesn’t talk about trust much, but I 
think it was his actions—not words—that built a culture of trust within the Broncos’ organization. He 
constantly demonstrated that he cared about everyone and had their back. That quality was contagious 
throughout all areas of the team. 
 
Siang: It’s clear that your dad has also been a tremendous mentor for you. Can you share with us some 
of the lessons that you’ve learned from him? 
 
Bowlen: During the past few weeks leading up to Super Bowl 50, there have been a lot of conversations 
and stories about my dad’s legacy from the people he mentored. Those conversations have mostly 
included people who knew him in a working capacity. I’m excited to share a perspective of a family 
member because I not only see him as a business leader but also as an incredibly kind and thoughtful 
father. Because of his thoughtfulness, it was easy and natural to learn from him. 
 
In addition to the importance of treating everyone with respect and striving to understand others, he 
also taught my siblings and I how to compete the right way and always have fun doing it. He’s a serious 
businessman, but never took himself too seriously. 
 
He’s got a tremendous sense of humor. I think this is one of the most important things I personally 
learned from my father: It’s great to set goals and to push yourself to achieve them but what is even 
more important is having some fun doing it. 
 
Siang: Something we had talked about in prior conversations is the power of sports to bring about 
positive societal change. You passionately believe that. That has to come from somewhere. What have 
you experienced that led to that belief? 
 
Bowlen: Growing up I constantly watched my parents get involved in the community. My father would 
often say that the team was a public trust, and that’s how he approached his role and responsibility with 
the Denver Broncos. My parents view sports, particularly football, as catalysts for real positive change 
on individuals and communities. My father understood the tremendous emotional, financial and time 
investment fans put into the team. As a result, he believed in the great importance of continually doing 
sustainable work for the community. 
 
When cornerback Darrent Williams was murdered in downtown Denver, my father wanted to make sure 
that his tragic death did bring some positive change in the community. He led the founding of the 
Darrent Williams Memorial Teen Center at the Denver Broncos Boys & Girls Club. The center now serves 
1,200 youth and has increased high school graduation rates. This community has provided such 



incredible support of the Broncos through the years, and my father wanted to do everything he could to 
return that support whenever possible. 
 
Winning defined my father’s ownership on the field, but the work he did off the field was equally as 
important. 
 
Siang: Thank you for this personal look at the Denver Broncos, Brittany. These are not only wonderful 
stories, they are great examples that illustrate the power of genuine care, trust, and respect for others 
in leading for enduring impact. 

  



As Bowlen's health fails, his impact on NFL, Broncos 
stays as strong as ever 
By Greg Bishop 
SI.com 
February 2, 2016 
 
After the Broncos outlasted the Patriots in January to advance to their second Super Bowl in the past 
three seasons, Joe Ellis, their president and CEO, climbed atop the victory stage. Most of the Bowlen 
family ascended too. There were, by Ellis’s recollection, seven children of Pat and Annabel Bowlen, along 
with Pat’s brother, various spouses and three grandkids. 
 
The person that Ellis most wanted to celebrate with, the person most responsible for the direction of 
one of the most successful NFL franchises, was not at the stadium. Pat Bowlen, the Broncos’ owner since 
1984, watched the game at home, in front of the flat-screen television in his bedroom. 
 
As the Broncos defense battered Patriots quarterback Tom Brady and Peyton Manning threw two 
touchdowns and the crowd screamed so loud the stands shook, Ellis’s thoughts often drifted back to 
Bowlen. “The electricity was as high as I’ve ever seen it,” Ellis told SI.com in telephone interview. “The 
air never came out of the balloon.” 
 
And then: “I wish Pat had been there.” 
 
*** 
 
Pat Bowlen became the first NFL owner to obtain 300 career victories by his 30th season. His teams won 
the AFC championship games after the 1986, ’87 and ’89 seasons, won Super Bowls after the ’97 and ’98 
campaigns, and made it back to the title game two years ago. 
 
Those close to Bowlen don’t want to share publicly many details of his health: like when he first began 
to suffer from Alzheimer’s; or when his condition worsened, or when he stopped going to Denver’s 
practice facility every day—literally Monday through Sunday—a ritual he followed for more than 25 
years. 
 
The Denver Post first reported in May 2009 that Bowlen was experiencing memory loss. In June 2014, he 
yielded control of the franchise due to health concerns. His mother, Arvella, died in 2006 after her own 
lengthy struggle with Alzheimer’s. 
 
Now, with the Broncos back in the Super Bowl, those close to Bowlen wonder what he sees when he 
watches that TV in his bedroom. They wonder whether he can comprehend what happened, what it 
means, even just a part of it. 
At NFL owner’s meetings, Ellis sits in the seat that Bowlen once occupied, right across the table from the 
Cowboys’ oligarch Jerry Jones. “I like not to think about [the Alzheimer’s],” Jones told SI.com in a phone 
interview on Tuesday. “I still feel Pat’s presence sitting there across from me. I don’t want to think about 
it any other way.” 
 
“The disease is so wicked and unfair,” Ellis said. “Here’s a guy who had so much to offer, and the 
disease, it takes away your mind, and it takes away your life. It took away what Pat loved most, more 



than anything. He loved this place. He loved this team. He loved his players. I should say loves. For him 
not to be able to share that anymore, it’s just not fair.” 
 
“I was going to visit last year,” said Dan Reeves, Bowlen’s coach from 1981 to ’92. “Annabel says, you 
don’t want to go here. He wouldn't recognize you. He wouldn’t know if you’re there or not.” 
 
*** 
 
Bowlen bought the Broncos from Edgar Kaiser Jr. for $78 million. (Current valuation is, ahem, slightly 
higher, according to Forbes: $1.94 billion.) 
 
Reeves had no idea until the day he walked into Kaiser’s office and Kaiser said, “Meet your new owner.” 
Bowlen, trim, fit, with a penetrating gaze, extended his right hand. Bowlen told Reeves that he was one 
of the reasons Bowlen bought the team. “From that point on,” Reeves said, “there was nothing that I 
asked for that I felt was important that he didn’t do.” Indoor practice facility? Done. Lunch served to the 
players? Of course. Even when Bowlen fired Reeves, they remained friends. 
 
That was Pat. He encouraged Ellis to obtain a master’s degree and helped him land a job with the league 
office. He completed triathlons. He ran every day, even from airports to the team hotel, and he 
challenged players in the weight room or on the stair machine. He was a lot like two quarterbacks the 
Broncos drafted in 1983—John Elway and Gary Kubiak. Here were three men as competitive as any 
humans on the planet. 
 
For the first few years of his tenure, Bowlen mostly listened. Commissioner Pete Rozelle had told him 
that, to keep his mouth shut for three to five years, to study the landscape and the political 
machinations. He followed that advice. Asked how many other owners listened to Rozelle, his successor, 
Paul Tagliabue, told SI.com, “Let’s say Pat was in the minority.” 
 
At least until it came time to elect Rozelle’s replacement. The old guard wanted Jim Finks. But not 
Bowlen. And not Jones. They became part of the group later known as the “Chicago 11” that pushed 
Tagliabue into office in 1989. “We weren’t in step with the establishment,” Jones said. “What I’d sense 
with Pat was a progressive, forward-looking, forward-thinking owner. I wanted to be teammates.” 
 
*** 
 
Flash forward to 1993. American had just come through a recession. The NFL told its TV partners that it 
couldn’t give them a break on their television contracts, which ran from 1990 to ’93. But the league did 
offer to give them an extra year for the same price as the rights cost in 1993. “We all shook hands on it,” 
said Dick Ebersol, the longtime chairman of NBC Sports. “Only to have these owners come in and say, no 
deal. They were led by Jerry and Pat. They were seen as Young Turks.” 
 
Bowlen and Jones predicted that another network would come out of nowhere and drive up the price. 
They were right. In came Fox, with a bid of $400 million each season. Jones said he and Bowlen kicked 
each other under the bargaining table in delight. At the time, Ebersol said, CBS and NBC paid in the low-
$200-million range each year, and they lost money on that. 
 
The demand came from Bowlen himself: the networks had 24 hours to bid. Ebersol asked his bosses for 
more cash. They found it. The NFC games went to Fox, the AFC games went to NBC. “Pat was the guy 
who fairly said, whoever comes back with the highest bid wins,” Ebersol said. “But he also gave us an 
extra Super Bowl. That told me he wasn’t interested in crushing us. He just wanted the best deal.” 



“It was a watershed day,” Jones said. “It changed NFL history, and the game’s relationship with TV.” 
 
When the Broncos secured their first Super Bowl triumph in Jan. 1998, Bowlen held the trophy high and 
yelled, “This one’s for John.” He meant his quarterback. The one who felt more like his son. 
 
The next season, Ellis returned to Denver to help Bowlen secure enough votes for the public to fund 
three-quarters of a new stadium. Bowlen planned to cover the rest himself. In Week 9, the 7–0 Broncos 
traveled to Cincinnati to play the Bengals. They scratched out a 33–26 win, just before the vote. 
 
Bowlen called Ellis later that night. “Biggest win in franchise history,” he screamed. 
 
The stadium vote passed. 
 
*** 
 
In 2003, Ebersol said the NFL came to NBC and told them ABC wanted out of Monday Night Football. 
Ebersol wasn’t interested—he didn’t want to lose even one date for The Tonight Show—but he had an 
alternative idea. He wanted to turn Sunday night into the best window of the week, complete with flex 
scheduling in the final six weeks of the season, in order to showcase the best games. 
 
Ebersol flew to Colorado to meet with Bowlen. He made his pitch, and Bowlen loved the idea. 
 
But on Nov. 28, 2004, Ebersol and two of his sons, Charlie and Teddy, boarded a private charter jet that 
had flown from Los Angeles, where they had watched the Notre Dame-USC game, to Colorado. The 
plane took off again from Colorado and crashed. Teddy died. So did the jet’s captain. Charlie was sitting 
two feet from Teddy, but he was thrown from the plane, and survived. He dug his father out, and Dick 
survived as well. He spent the next two months in bed, most of that in various hospitals, and he broke 
six vertebrae in his back. 
 
In late Jan. 2005, Ebersol made his first work phone call since the accident. He called Pat Bowlen. “He 
heard my voice,” Ebersol said. “I started to cry. He started to cry. And that meant so much to me. Here 
was this guy who started off as a tough negotiator, icy, almost one of the coldest people I’d dealt with in 
my life. Here he was melting over the telephone, as was I.” 
 
Eventually, both men caught their breath. 
 
“I have really good news for you,” Bowlen told Ebersol. “I have one convert.” 
 
He meant Tagliabue. He meant for Sunday Night Football—now the most-watched program on U.S. 
network television. 
 
In April 2005, Ebersol’s phone rang. It was Roger Goodell, then Tagliabue’s deputy. “How fast can you 
get down here?” Goodell said. Ebersol went as fast as he could, assisted by a cane, and he sat down with 
Tagliabue, Goodell, Pat Bowlen and Patriots’ owner Robert Kraft. Bowlen had told him it would take 
$650 million to make SNF viable to the league. “I’m prepared to pay the figure that’s been discussed,” 
Ebersol told the group. “I’m prepared to spend $600 million.” 
He looked at Bowlen, who had a twinkle in his eye but didn’t say a word. 
 
 



“They should drive him immediately to the Hall of Fame,” Ebersol says now. “It was on his watch that 
the economic indicator of the NFL, which has always been positive, went into super orbit.” 
 
The men became friends. Ebersol visited Bowlen two or three times each year, flying to Colorado to 
meet for dinner. In 2009, Ebersol started to hear that “some changes were happening with Pat.” But 
every time they met, Bowlen seemed the same as he always had before. 
 
*** 
 
Bowlen promoted Ellis to team president in 2011, and together, they hired Elway to run their football 
operation. “The fans had lost trust in the football team,” Ellis said. “And John Elway gave us instant 
credibility. He opened the door to regain that trust.” 
 
That was perhaps the last major football decision that Pat Bowlen made. It worked out just fine. The 
Broncos won the AFC West each season under Elway’s stewardship. Elway went after and signed Peyton 
Manning in 2012, after Bowlen had given him the full authority to do as he saw fit. 
Ebersol flew to Colorado the day the Broncos announced the Manning signing. He wanted to share the 
joy with Bowlen, and what joy there was. “He was over the moon,” Ebersol said. “He had let John do the 
deal himself. That’s how Pat operated.” 
 
*** 
 
Tagliabue presided over the NFL from 1989 until 2006. In that time, he saw the league change 
dramatically in four distinct areas—television revenue, starting with the ’93 deal; labor peace (mostly) 
with the players’ association; stadium construction (funded often in part by the NFL itself); and 
international growth. “Pat might have been the only owner who had a major role in every one of those 
four areas,” Tagliabue said. “I worked with over 100 owners. I would put Pat in the top five.” 
 
Bowlen co-chaired the NFL’s labor committee for 10 years. He chaired the broadcasting and NFL 
Network committees, too. He advocated for expansion. He wanted to play games in London and 
Germany and Mexico. He thought a team belonged in Los Angeles. 
 
He even helped to create the franchise tag. He argued at league meetings for teams to be able to retain 
their best player as long as they paid the (high) market rate for him. In the NFL’s offices, Tagliabue said, 
they called the franchise tag the “Elway rule.” He told Elway that once. “I should get paid a bonus for 
that,” Elway said. 
 
When Elway and Manning led the Broncos to Super Bowl XLVII in Feb. 2014, Tagliabue met with Bowlen 
for lunch at a Hyatt in Jersey City, N.J. “He was beginning to have health issues at that point,” Tagliabue 
said. “Subsequent to that meeting you would hear from Goodell and other people that Pat would lose 
his train of thought in mid-sentence. We talked on the phone occasionally and he was fine. But I know 
that he’s not fine at all right now to put it mildly.” 
 
*** 
In October, Ellis drove to Bowlen’s house to share some news: he would be inducted into the franchise’s 
Ring of Honor on Nov. 1, when the Broncos hosted the Packers. Bowlen paused, as a smirk surfaced on 
his face. “Now, why the hell would you guys want to do that?” he asked. 
 



What a glorious day that was, though. The Broncos bludgeoned the Packers, 29–10, to improve to 7–0 
on the season. Annabel addressed the crowd. That’s the one ceremony Ellis can remember where no 
one seemed to leave their seats. 
 
Bowlen did not attend. But his old friend Ebersol flew to meet him in late October, and four hours 
before kickoff, he was invited to the Bowlen home. Pat was having a decent day. Ebersol went over to 
the house. They talked for 40 minutes, with Ebersol doing most of the talking. “In so many ways, he was 
still the Pat I knew,” Ebersol said. “And he said two things that were so Pat.” 
 
The first: Slow down, say that again. 
 
Ebersol: “He always used to say that.” 
 
The second, as Ebersol prepared to leave for the stadium. Please stay. 
 
So Ebersol sat down. They talked for 15 more minutes. 
 
“Will you come back?” Bowlen asked him. 
 
“Do you want me to?” Ebersol said. 
 
 
“Yes,” Bowlen responded. 
 
They made plans for a trip. “As tough as it all is, I still feel the essence of him there,” Ebersol said. “Those 
eyes! At no point, did I not have Pat Bowlen’s eyes staring at me, with him listening and trying to pick up 
everything I said. That was the same way he was in every deal I had with him.” 
 
*** 
 
Eventually, one of Bowlen’s children will take his place. For years, Pat told friends that his daughter 
Brittany, according to one, “had a real chance to be the first significant female owner in NFL history.” 
 
But that’s for another day. “There’s a void that we just simply can’t fill right now,” Ellis said. “Someday, 
one of his kids will fill it. But until they’re ready, the void will be there.” 
 
Bowlen’s impact on NFL history, on the spectacle that is the Super Bowl, on the billions in revenue, on 
the international growth, on the labor peace, is undeniable. Last week, after the Broncos’ final practice 
before they left for San Francisco, Ellis spoke to the team about Bowlen and his ownership and his 
influence. 
 
Ebersol, for one, has already considered the perfect ending. “The Broncos win,” he said. “John Elway 
climbs atop the stage. He grabs the trophy. And he says, ‘this one’s for you, Pat.’” 
  



Broncos, Elway driven by desire to honor ailing owner 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
February 1, 2016 
 
Ever since he returned to his beloved Broncos five years ago, John Elway has been eager to utter four 
words in particular. 
 
"This one's for Pat!" 
 
Team owner Pat Bowlen declared, "This one's for John!" while jabbing the Lombardi Trophy into the air 
following the Broncos' 31-24 win over Green Bay 18 years ago in San Diego after Elway helicoptered his 
way into NFL immortality in his fourth shot at a title. 
 
A desire to return the favor is what drives the man who has guided Denver to a pair of Super Bowls from 
the front office to go with the five he delivered during his Hall of Fame playing career. 
 
Super Bowl 50 is the Broncos' eighth trip to the big game, seven of which have come under Bowlen's 
watch, and all of those with Elway's help, first as his QB and now as his GM. 
 
The Broncos' latest shot at glory has taken on added significance, too, because 18 months ago 
Alzheimer's forced Bowlen to step down from his daily duties running the team. 
 
Bowlen, who turns 72 this month, is the first owner in pro football history to win 300 games, including 
playoffs, in three decades; owns more Super Bowl appearances than losing seasons (five); and has the 
best winning percentage in the NFL (.615) since buying the team in 1984. 
 
"Let's get it done for Pat, and go Broncos!" Annabel Bowlen hollered as she accepted the AFC 
championship trophy on her husband's behalf two weeks ago, denying Patriots owner Robert Kraft an 
eighth trip to the Super Bowl. 
 
Although Bowlen no longer pays daily visits to the office — and he's not expected to make it to the 
Super Bowl — he's still a constant presence at 13655 Broncos Parkway. 
 
"The thing that stands out is that his mission was very simple, and that was — and is — to win," said 
team president Joe Ellis, who has been running the team since Bowlen stepped away. "Do everything 
you can to win and do it the right way. And so when people come in here that have known him for a 
number of years, which I have and John Elway has and Gary Kubiak has, we all know exactly what he 
stands for. And we can execute that mission every day because we watched him do it." 
 
Making it to this week is the goal every year, and "so we're constantly doing things to try to improve the 
team," Ellis said. 
 
They built a $38 million indoor practice facility that bears Bowlen's name two years ago. They spent $8 
million to upgrade the football fields at team headquarters. They committed $109.5 million on free 
agents Aqib Talib, DeMarcus Ware and T.J. Ward following their Super Bowl loss two years ago. 
 
"We extend every resource and put all of our efforts in to try to win Super Bowls every year," Ellis said. 
"We recognize that you're not going to do that each and every year, but you sure as heck better try." 



 
Bowlen was always asking, "How can we get better?" 
 
Now it's Elway, Ellis and Kubiak asking that same question. 
 
"John Elway's done a great job designing this team, putting it together, bringing in a group of players 
that fight hard, play for each other. Gary's got his finger on the pulse of his team, he's got the attention 
of his players. And the players are playing for each other," Ellis said. "It's a special group here, and Pat if 
he could be here every day like he was in the past, would be enormously proud of this team. He'd really, 
really love this team." 
 
And they love him, Kubiak said. 
 
"We talk about Mr. B a lot," Kubiak said. "There are obviously a lot of older players in this organization 
that know him. There are people in this organization that know him extremely well, and there are young 
kids who have probably never met him, maybe have not even seen him this year. I had Joe talk to the 
football team ... about Mr. B, how he's doing and how he'd be very proud of this football team." 
 
Ownership of the franchise is held in a trust Bowlen set up more than a decade ago in hopes one of his 
seven children will one day run the team. Until then, Ellis is doing so in a "What would Pat do?" sort of 
way. 
 
Bowlen always put production ahead of profits; trained tirelessly for triathlons; fostered a winning 
atmosphere from the lobby to the locker room; was always quick with a compliment and sure to couch 
his criticism. 
 
"It's the old catch phrase 'win-win,'" Ellis said. "He was all about that." 
 
He also had a competitive streak that he flashed whether on the road conducting league business, on 
the sideline watching his team, or on the StairMaster drenched in sweat. 
 
"If there was a way for him to compete against what he's going through," offered former defensive end 
Alfred Williams, "he'd beat that damn disease every time." 
 
Bowlen was inducted into the team's ring of fame in November, and Elway said he's hopeful the next 
stop for Bowlen is Canton. 
 
Before that, though, he longs to utter those four special words. 
  



Before leaving for Super Bowl, Broncos take a moment 
for Owner Pat Bowlen 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 30, 2016 
 
As the Broncos prepare to embark on a trip to Santa Clara, Calif., they finished the season's final practice 
at UCHealth Training Center with one last huddle on the field. 
 
During that meeting, President and CEO Joe Ellis talked to the players and coaches about Owner Pat 
Bowlen, who is battling Alzheimer's Disease, giving an emotional speech about what Mr. Bowlen would 
say to the team with them one win away from a third Super Bowl for the franchise. 
 
"I had Joe talk to the football team today before we called it a week about Mr. B, how he’s doing and 
how he’d be very proud of this football team," Head Coach Gary Kubiak said. "It was a very good 
moment." 
 
Added cornerback Aqib Talib: "He was basically just saying what Pat would say to us with him not being 
able to join us and everything. He gave us a heartfelt speech." 
 
For Mr. Bowlen, who cherishes the ability to give his team and his staff every opportunity to be the best 
at what they do, this shot to prove they're the best team in the NFL means a lot. 
 
"It’d be wonderful," Talib said. "It would really mean everything to him if we would get to bring that 
trophy home to him." 
 
Kubiak said they discuss Mr. Bowlen a lot, and that should come as no surprise given how the head 
coach has taken to one of the fundamental characteristics of Mr. Bowlen's leadership. 
 
"[He's a] great people-person type of guy," Kubiak said. "Mr. B was one of us. I mean he was around 
here at practice, he was in the weight room and he was one of us. Mr. B always hired good people and 
he let them do their job. He supported you all the way." 
 
As much as Mr. Bowlen has trusted everyone in the organization to do their jobs, so does Kubiak trust 
his players and his staff to do their jobs. 
 
"I think you just talk about accountability," Kubiak said. "That’s the biggest thing. To get to this point in 
your football career, as a player and as a team, it’s hard to get there. You just want to know that 
everybody is doing everything they possibly can for next Sunday." 
  



Broncos close out practice week with some words about 
Pat Bowlen 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 30, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos closed their last practice at their suburban Denver complex before they depart for 
the Bay Area on Sunday with a reminder about why those who make decisions for the Broncos do what 
they do. 
 
Team president/CEO Joe Ellis spoke to the team following Saturday’s practice about Broncos owner Pat 
Bowlen. Bowlen, who is battling Alzheimer’s Disease, stepped away from the team’s day-to-day 
operations in the summer of 2014. The Broncos now have a locker room full of players who may not 
have ever met the man who Ellis and executive vice president of football operations/general manager 
John Elway say is at the root of every decision the team makes. 
 
When Ellis finished making his remarks, the players applauded loudly before going into the locker room. 
 
"(Ellis) talked about Mr. B, how he was doing and how he would be proud of this football team," Broncos 
coach Gary Kubiak said. 
 
Bowlen was inducted into the team’s Ring of Fame earlier this season. Super Bowl 50 will be the 
Broncos’ seventh Super Bowl appearance under Bowlen’s ownership. The team has been to a record-
tying eight Super Bowls overall. 
 
"Mr. B was one of us, out here at practice, in the weight room," Kubiak said. 
 
The Broncos went through their regular-season schedule this past week in terms of meetings and 
practice times. Kubiak said he wanted the team to leave Denver on Sunday as if it could play the Super 
Bowl this week. 
 
Kubiak said the Broncos will stick to their usual game-week schedule during practices at Stanford, but 
since so much was done this past week, he may adjust how much time the team spends on the practice 
field. 
 
"Boy, we had a really good week, guys are really focused," Kubiak said. " … We’ll stay in our routine, but 
we’ll probably be a little shorter. Hopefully we’re short and very sharp … I want them relaxed." 
 
The Broncos also tied up one loose end in practice this week when they used music blaring out of the 
loudspeakers around the practice field when the offense had the ball. 
 
Several Broncos who were on the roster in 2013 have said they didn’t practice with noise prior to the 
43-8 loss to the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl XLVIII. And crowd noise in MetLife Stadium from the 
Seahawks fans impacted the Broncos’ first play from scrimmage in that game, when Manny Ramirez's 
snap simply flew past quarterback Peyton Manning. 
 
The play resulted in a safety, and things never did really get any better for the Broncos for the remainder 
of the game. 



 
"We’re practicing with noise … Peyton mentioned that to me," Kubiak said. "So we took the approach 
this week to practice with noise." 

  



This one's for Mr. B: Broncos reminded of Pat Bowlen 
ahead of Super Bowl 50 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 31, 2016 
 
Broncos president and CEO Joe Ellis addressed the team after practice Saturday as a reminder of the 
message and ways of longtime owner Pat Bowlen, who will miss Super Bowl 50 next Sunday as he deals 
with Alz- heimer's. 
 
"We talk about Mr. B a lot," coach Gary Kubiak said. "There are obviously a lot of older players in this 
organization that know him. There are people in this organization that know him extremely well, and 
there are young kids who have probably never met him — maybe have not even seen him this year. We 
do that. I had Joe talk to the football team today before we called it a week about Mr. B, how he's doing 
and how he'd be very proud of this football team. It was a very good moment." 
 
Volume raised. Peyton Manning knows crowd noise can be a factor, which it was when the Broncos 
played the Seattle Seahawks at the Meadowlands in the Super Bowl two years ago. 
 
"We're practicing with noise," Kubiak said. "... Peyton mentioned that to me, so we took the approach 
this week to practice with noise." 
 
Sharpe's take. Count Hall of Famer and former Denver tight end Shannon Sharpe among Broncos 
believers eagerly awaiting Super Bowl 50. 
 
After watching them defeat the Steelers and the Patriots to win the AFC championship, Sharpe believes 
the Broncos can defy the odds one more time. 
 
"Nobody gave them a chance vs. the Patriots," Sharpe said. "No one. If they go out there and play their 
game, I like their chances. Carolina's a very, very good football team. They have the best player in the 
NFL playing on their team and playing at a very, very, very high level. They also have an excellent 
defense. But this is special because no one saw this coming. No one. And yet, here they are." 
 
Super send-off. For fans looking to catch a glimpse of the Broncos before the Super Bowl, they will 
depart team headquarters (off Potomac Street) at 12:45 p.m. Sunday. The team's buses will take their 
usual route to Denver International Airport, via E-470. 
 
Harris update. Cornerback Chris Harris' left shoulder may not fully heal before the Super Bowl, but he 
isn't too concerned. "It hasn't kept me out the last three games, so I'm able to fight through it," he said. 

  



Broncos can already imagine Super Bowl tributes for 
owner Pat Bowlen 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
January 29, 2016  
 
A Super Bowl championship is so close now, that inside the Denver Broncos training facility, the men 
who run Pat Bowlen’s team are starting to allow themselves to imagine what the ceremony might be 
like. 
 
John Elway, the team’s Hall-of-Fame-quarterback-turned-general manager, would lift the Lombardi 
Trophy over his head and shout four words into the microphone: “This one’s for Pat.” 
 
It would be a perfect way for Elway to thank owner Pat Bowlen and a fitting tribute to Bowlen’s famous 
“This one’s for John” speech after the Elway-led Broncos won their first Super Bowl 18 years ago. 
 
“If the team is fortunate enough to win, someone will say, ‘This one's for Pat.’ But Pat wouldn't want it 
that way,” Broncos chief executive officer Joe Ellis told USA TODAY Sports. 
 
“He knows the NFL is all about team, and the best team ends up winning. He would never make it about 
himself. He was too humble for that. And he would certainly impose on his players the understanding 
that it's really all about them.” 
 
Super Bowl 50 will be the Broncos' seventh appearance in the game since Bowlen bought the team in 
1983, but the first he will be unable to attend. Deep in the throes of Alzheimer’s disease, he has been 
unable to come to any of the Broncos’ games this year, even the Nov. 1 game against the Green Bay 
Packers when he was inducted into the team’s ring of honor. 
 
He placed his ownership into the Pat Bowlen Trust in July 2014, part of a decade-long plan to assure the 
team will stay within his family. The goal is to eventually have one of Bowlen's seven children take over 
as owner and CEO. Ellis, a longtime Broncos and NFL employee, currently represents the team at league 
meetings. 
 
“(Alzheimer’s) is a tough thing, and it's taken away from us and him the ability and this opportunity to 
be with a great team. I know it's a team that he is and would be very, very proud of,” Ellis said. “It's a 
shame that he can't be there like he was, because he would enjoy this. He would really appreciate how 
this team has conducted itself this year, with all these gritty wins and with this relentless effort each 
week.” 
 
Ellis thinks Bowlen would be especially proud of coach Gary Kubiak, who was a rookie backup 
quarterback for the Broncos in 1983 when Bowlen bought the team. During Kubiak’s playing days here, 
and during his first stint as an assistant coach from 1995-2005, Bowlen was a fixture at the Paul D. 
Bowlen Memorial Centre, the team training facility Bowlen named after his father. 
 
Bowlen hasn’t been around the building since the 2013 season, and few of the current players know him 
like those from 1980s, 1990s and 2000s did. But there is certainly a sense of appreciation for the 
franchise that Bowlen built and what it would mean to win for him. 
 



“I wish he was around here with us, but I know it means a lot to the family. I got a chance to visit with a 
lot of them after the game the other day, so just very proud to be a part of it. But very proud of him, the 
job he’s done here with this franchise. It’s been tremendous,” Kubiak said. 
 
The rest of the family, including Bowlen's wife Annabel and his seven children along with spouses and 
several grandchildren, will attend the Super Bowl. So too will more than 300 Broncos employees, whose 
trip to California was paid for by the Bowlen Family Trust. Bowlen paid for all of his employees to attend 
each of the team’s previous six Super Bowls. 
 
“I know his family is excited. They're seeing a lot of him over there at the house. My guess is that he's 
probably deep down pretty excited,” Ellis said. 
 
“I know he'll be there in spirit for the team, and I look forward to — and I know the family looks forward 
to — bringing the trophy back and putting it in the house and letting him have some fun with it.” 

  



Pat's Way: Broncos to pay for all employees' SB trip 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
January 27, 2016 
 
Pat Bowlen operated with a principled management style worthy of imitation. 
 
The Denver Broncos shall be the first to copy his ways. 
 
The Broncos are picking up the tab on their trip next week to Super Bowl 50 in Santa Clara, Calif., for all 
their employees, including interns and several part-timers. 
 
Counting players, coaches and football personnel that’s upwards of 300 people. 
 
Bowlen was the Broncos’ owner from March 1984 until Alzheimer’s forced him to place the team in his 
trust on July 2014. He will continue to be represented at the game on Feb. 7 by his wife Annabel, his 
seven children and other Bowlen family members. 
 
Although Bowlen is no longer involved with the team, his values have been carried out by his long-time 
chief assistant Joe Ellis, who is now the Broncos’ chief executive officer and president. 
 
Broncos employees involved with the game – including the likes of John Elway, Gary Kubiak and Peyton 
Manning -- will fly out Sunday  for Super Bowl week. The team is scheduled to arrive at San Jose  Airport 
at 3:30 p.m.  MST. Business people will descend upon Northern California starting Thursday of next 
week. Employees will be provided with transportation,hotel accommodations and tickets to the game. 
 
No single owner has been to more Super Bowls than Bowlen, whose Broncos will be making their 
seventh appearance since he took control nearly 32 years ago, and eighth overall. 
 
From giving out turkeys on Thanksgiving to now paying for his employees to watch the biggest game in 
the country, Bowlen believed success is better enjoyed when shared. 

  



Broncos induct Bowlen into their ring of fame 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
November 2, 2015 
 
Peyton Manning was glad he was able to deliver a victory on Pat Bowlen's big night. 
 
Playing his best game of a difficult season, Manning led the Broncos to a 29-10 blowout of the previously 
unbeaten Green Bay Packers to give Denver its first 7-0 start since the 1998 championship team. 
 
Before delivering a jab at his critics who contended he was washed up at 39, noting, "I don't look at this 
like an 'I told you so' moment because I don't really listen to what you say in the first place," Manning 
said it was nice to win one for his notoriously competitive team owner whose .614 winning percentage 
since buying the team in 1984 is tops in the NFL. 
 
The Broncos inducted Bowlen into their ring of fame during halftime ceremonies. 
 
Terrell Davis, the hero of the 1997 Super Bowl team that was honored before the game, said Bowlen 
"may not be here in body but he's definitely here in spirit." 
 
Bowlen, 71, stepped down from his daily duties running the team 15 months ago to fight Alzheimer's. 
 
"Just a good win tonight," Manning said. "It came at a good time. Any time you're putting your owner in 
the ring of fame, you have to win the game, right? I think that's just kind of the rule. 
 
"That was good tonight and a special honor for the Bowlen family." 
 
Bowlen's wife, Annabel, accepted the honor on her husband's behalf, telling the crowd of 77,043 (just 
32 no-shows): "Now that he's in the Denver Broncos Ring of Fame, I think we can all agree that Pat's 
next stop should be the Pro Football Hall of Fame." 
 
Bowlen's induction weekend brought back a lot of memories but also some melancholy moments. 
 
"I don't think it's easy for any of us, really," team president Joe Ellis said earlier in the week. "The fact 
that he's getting honored this week, it's the right thing to do for all the great things that he did for this 
team and the city and this community and the NFL. 
 
"But having said that, I think this just is a reminder to us that we still wish he was here coming through 
that door every day. So, the emotions remain the same, I think." 
 
Bowlen is the first owner in pro football history to win 300 games, including playoffs, in three decades 
and he owns more Super Bowl appearances (six) than losing seasons (five). 
 
Ellis, who has been running the team since Bowlen stepped away, said he still does things in a "what 
would Pat do?" sort of way. 
 
"It's not hard because his guidelines and his principles were very simple," Ellis said. "It was about 
winning games and doing things the right way. And wins came before profits and revenues." 
 



Ellis said Bowlen wasn't only devoted to his Broncos but the NFL, "and the testimony to that is all the 
committees he served on and the sounding boards (he was) for the commissioners he worked under." 
 
Among those who came to celebrate his induction were former coaches: Mike Shanahan and Dan 
Reeves, who was inducted into the ring of fame last year. 
 
Ownership of the franchise is held in a trust Bowlen set up more than a decade ago in hopes that one of 
his seven children will one day run the team. 
 
"Oh, I think the family very much wants to hold onto the team and keep owning the team," Ellis said. 
 
Like Bowlen's wife, Ellis and GM John Elway said they're hopeful the next stop for Bowlen is the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame as a contributor like Ron Wolf and Bill Polian were enshrined this year. 
 
"Hopefully it's soon," Elway said Friday night at a ceremony dedicating a bonze likeness of Bowlen 
outside Sports Authority Field. "I think that his track record speaks for itself." 
  



Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen inducted into Ring of 
Fame 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
November 1, 2015 
 
Broncos owner Pat Bowlen was inducted into the team's Ring of Fame Sunday night with his family on 
hand, as well as the first championship team the Broncos fielded, a full allotment of the team's greatest 
players and a sellout crowd. 
 
The ceremony came at halftime of Denver's 29-10 win over the Green Bay Packers at Sports Authority 
Field at Mile High, which moved the Broncos to 7-0. 
 
Bowlen, who is battling Alzheimer's disease and has stepped away from the day-to-day operations of 
the team, was not in attendance. 
 
Bowlen's wife, Annabel, as well as Bowlen's children and other family members, were present for the 
ceremony. 
 
"I can't begin to tell you how much he has meant to me and the time we spent together, not only as a 
head coach, but an assistant coach,'' said former coach Mike Shanahan. "He is the best owner.'' 
 
More than 40 players and coaches from the Broncos' 1997 team, the franchise's first title winner, were 
in attendance, as well as 20 other Ring of Fame members. The Broncos also wore their 1997 uniform in 
Sunday night's game against the Packers, a uniform combination Bowlen had a large hand in designing. 
 
A video tribute to Bowlen was played on the stadium video boards, just before Bowlen's name was 
unveiled on an upper-deck façade, along with the rest of the Ring of Fame members. Annabel Bowlen 
gave some brief remarks and said, "I am so humbled to accept this honor for my husband Pat. ... To Pat 
it's always been about his players, his coaches and the best fans in the NFL.'' 
 
Bowlen purchased the Broncos in 1984. He stepped away from the day-to-day operations of the team in 
2014 and it is now operated by the Bowlen Family Trust, with the decisions made in operating the team 
by president and CEO Joe Ellis for the Family Trust. 
 
The intention, Ellis has said, is for the Family Trust to operate the team until one of Bowlen's children is 
ready to run the franchise. 
 
"I think the family very much wants to hold onto the team and keep owning the team,'' Ellis said this 
week. "And you know, I think they love the Broncos and they grew up with the Broncos. The children all 
grew up with the Broncos and the team, and you know I believe they love it.'' 
 
In Bowlen's tenure, the Broncos have had more Super Bowl appearances (six) than losing seasons (five) 
and have won 12 AFC West titles, including the past four in a row. The Broncos have also won the most 
games in the NFL under Bowlen's ownership. 
 
Denver won Super Bowls to cap the 1997 and 1998 seasons. 
  



Broncos to honor Pat Bowlen for his impact on team, 
the NFL and Denver 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
November 1, 2015 
 
Those who know Pat Bowlen, who have worked alongside Bowlen for decades, are believers. They 
believe in Bowlen’s humility, his vast charitable endeavors, his art of the deal, his competitive side that 
included participating in the Ironman triathalon, and they believe in how he ran the Denver Broncos for 
over three decades. 
 
Conversations about Bowlen and the Broncos usually arrive at the same two points revolving around 
two numbers. 
 
There's the No. 6, as in Super Bowl appearances for the Broncos during Bowlen’s tenure as owner. And 
there's the No. 5, as in losing seasons for the Broncos in Bowlen’s tenure as owner. 
 
“Then that translates down to over 300 wins in 32 years and all the multiple playoff appearances, 
division titles, things like that," said Broncos president Joe Ellis. “He's got a tremendous run of success 
here, and he's been able to sustain it. There have been down periods, and I think he's taken steps to 
quickly correct those over time ... Five losing seasons ... Go through the rest of the league and run down 
the ledger. It doesn't happen that way often." 
 
Bowlen, who is battling Alzheimer’s disease and has stepped away from the day-to-day operations of 
the team, will be inducted into the team’s Ring of Fame on Sunday night, at halftime of the Broncos-
Packers game, the culmination of a weekend of events that included dedicating the team's indoor 
practice complex to Bowlen. Also, the Broncos will host over 40 players and coaches from the 1997 team 
that won Super Bowl XXXII, 31-24 over the Packers, the franchise’s first championship. 
 
Those who will be on hand to honor Bowlen will include 20 Ring of Fame members as well as Mike 
Shanahan, who was the Broncos’ coach for 14 seasons before he was fired following the 2008 season. 
Ellis said Bowlen is not expected to be in attendance Sunday night, but that Bowlen’s family will be on 
hand for the ceremony. 
 
So, how would have Bowlen reacted? What would he have said at the ceremony? 
 
“Wow, what would he have said? Well, he would have said, 'What am I doing up here?'" Ellis said. “He 
wouldn't have wanted the attention on himself. He would have thanked his staff, he would have 
thanked his coaches over the years, he would have thanked his players and he would have most 
importantly thanked the fans. He always said, 'I feel that I'm a custodian of the team and it's really your 
team,' to the fans. He believed that. He understood that. I think that's a great thing for an owner to 
understand. He just would have been grateful. He would have been humbled." 
 
It is fitting that Bowlen will be honored during a Sunday night game. Bowlen, according to former 
chairman of NBC Sports Dick Ebersol and others in the league, was a driving force to broadcast a prime-
time game on Sunday night. Bowlen has also been at the forefront of the NFL’s desire to play 
international games and has led labor and television rights negotiations that have helped position the 
league at the top of the sports-business pyramid. 



 
He was always a trusted confidant of former NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue as well as current 
commissioner Roger Goodell. 
 
No one could doubt Bowlen’s desire for the Broncos to be a successful team on the field -- he annually 
picked them to go undefeated with a Super Bowl win and would say, “If I don’t believe it, who will?" -- or 
his desire for the team’s players to feel like they are a part of a competitive organization that does 
things the right way. 
 
“What he's done for Denver, for this community, for the Broncos and for the NFL, it's as impressive as it 
gets," said quarterback Peyton Manning. “I think that I speak for any player just to say that it's an honor 
to play for a team owned by Pat Bowlen. It's a special weekend. I'm sorry that he won't be there to truly 
participate, but I know that for his family, it's special for them and it's special for a lot of people." 
 
“We knew how important it was when Mrs. B (Annabel Bowlen) took the team photo in Mr. B's spot," 
said safety David Bruton Jr., the longest-tenured player on the Broncos' roster. “Personally, I think that 
it's great. We need to go out there and play well, especially for him being honored in that game. I'm very 
appreciative of the opportunities that he has given me along with the coaching staff. I know that I'm 
going to give it all that I have, not only for my teammates, but also Mr. B." 
 
The 1997 Broncos team returning for this weekend is also a testament to that appreciation for Bowlen. 
The team won the first championship for the Broncos and it was Hall of Fame quarterback John Elway’s 
first Super Bowl win after a few disappointing defeats in previous title games. Elway’s career was 
winding to a close -- he retired after the 1998 season, after another Super Bowl win -- and Bowlen 
famously said “This one’s for John" as he handed that Lombardi Trophy to Elway. 
 
“I feel like, as an owner, he's so competitive, he's such a competitive guy that that game kind of got him 
over the hump, as well, because he will be the first to tell you that he is defined by Super Bowl wins and 
winning games," Ellis said. “That's how you achieve success in this business. It's not about dollar signs. 
It's about wins on the field. That was the ultimate win, obviously. I think he was very proud of that." 
  



Broncos' next victory will be for Mr. B 
By Woody Paige 
Denver Post 
October 31, 2015 
 
Orange Denver and Green Bay play Sunday night in another momentous game. Pat Bowlen will be 
honored in absentia, but his strength and spirit will envelop the stadium. 
 
The Broncos' guardian always has been addressed affectionately as "Mr. B" — Bowlen — by everyone in 
the organization. 
 
In reality, "Mr. B" stands for Mr. Bronco. 
 
Mr. Bronco has been overseeing the Broncos during the past four of the franchise's six decades. He 
detested the word "owner," he once told me, because the Broncos actually belong to the people of 
Denver and Colorado, and he was entrusted to respect and protect that public trust doctrine. 
 
Mr. Bronco will be inducted into the Broncos' Ring of Fame at halftime of the historically appropriate 
contest, but he can't be at the stadium. Mr. B is suffering in mental darkness from the horrific 
Alzheimer's disease. 
 
But, if he were at the game, Mr. Bronco wouldn't be interested in that Ring thing. The only ring he ever 
wanted from football was the World Championship Ring. 
 
In late January 1998, at the team's hotel in La Jolla, Calif., I asked Pat if we could talk. He invited me up 
to the presidential suite. Before I could ask a question, he sat at the room's desk, pledged me to secrecy, 
pulled out, and opened, two jewelry boxes. 
 
"Here is the championship ring I've designed, and this is the necklace we'll give to all the wives," Mr. 
Bronco said proudly. 
 
The ring was pure gold, centered by the Broncos (then new) logo, with a large-carat diamond inside the 
horse's head, surrounded by approximately 50 small diamonds. 
 
I was duly impressed, but "Pat, you're two-touchdown underdogs to the Packers ... and there's Brett 
Favre." 
 
"We're going to win." 
 
"You always say that." 
 
"I'm sure about this one." 
 
"If you do win, what will you say at the championship presentation?" 
 
"I know, but I'm not telling anybody." 
 
After the victory, Mr. Bronco held up the Vince Lombardi Trophy and shouted: "I only have four words: 
This one's for John." 



 
The Broncos fell behind 7-0 because of that Favre guy. Denver led at halftime, but the game was tied at 
17, then at 24 with less than two minutes left. 
 
Super Bowl XXXII in San Diego was a classic, with more memorable lines than the movie "Casablanca." 
 
• Terrell Davis forgot to take the medication to prevent the serious migraine headaches that had 
stricken him since childhood growing up in, ironically, San Diego. 
 
In the first half, T.D. developed a migraine, which caused him near blindness, and told trainer Steve 
Antonopulos, who informed coach Mike Shanahan the running back couldn't play. Shanahan called Davis 
over and told him to go back in the game. "I can't see," Davis said. 
 
Shanahan said: "I don't need you to see or run. I need you to sell the fake." 
 
John Elway faked to Davis and rolled in from the 1-yard line for a touchdown and a 14-7 lead. 
 
Davis took his medication at halftime, and his sight and his game returned. He finished with 157 yards 
rushing and three touchdowns — and the MVP award. 
 
• Elway completed only 12 passes but forever will be remembered in NFL lore for "The Helicopter." Late 
in the third quarter (17-17), the Broncos confronted third-and-6 at the Pack 12. Shanahan called a pass 
play, but Elway wasn't so certain when he studied the defense. Nobody was open, so John had to 
scramble. He was no longer a runner at age 37. At the 6-yard line, The Duke was confronted by LeRoy 
Butler, who was loading up. After peeking at the first-down marker on the sideline, the quarterback flew 
into the air; Butler hit him with a jolting, glancing blow and spun John around, and Mike Prior blasted 
him. John landed at the 4. First down. The Broncos would score the go-ahead touchdown, and the 
players were inspired by "The Helicopter." 
 
• Packers coach Mike Holmgren ordered his players to let the Broncos score from the 1-yard line with 
1:45 left so Favre would have a last chance to drive and tie at 31. 
 
• The Packers reached the Broncos' 31. On third-and-6, Favre threw incomplete to Robert Brooks with 
32 seconds remaining. On the play, Steve Atwater and Randy Hilliard collided, and both were knocked 
out — and knocked out of the game. On fourth down, Favre's pass to Mark Chumura was knocked down 
by linebacker John Mobley. The Broncos won. 
 
"Most monumental moment of my career," Elway has said to me. "I've never had such a feeling of 
gratification like that." 
 
• The referee was Ed Hochuli. 
 
• Seven Broncos players from that game are in the Ring of Fame. Three others should be. 
 
• The Broncos won their first Super Bowl after four losses. They would win again the next season. 
 
• And, of course, Mr. B produced the most profound statement in Super Bowl history. 
 
The Broncos and the Packers play on. 
 



In tribute to Pat Bowlen, to heighten awareness for Alzheimer's research, to commemorate Super Bowl 
32, all Broncos fans in the stadium should wear an orange lapel ribbon. 
 
And the Broncos will win this one for Mr. Bronco, 31-24. 
  



Pat Bowlen enters Broncos Ring of Fame after three-
decade run of greatness 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
October 31, 2015 
 
The boss was hurting. And the Broncos' trainer came to help. Steve Antonopulos has witnessed 
countless injuries, shattered ankles, shredded knees. He can't catalog them all in Denver over the past 
40 years. But he vividly remembers one he treated in 1984. 
 
It was Pat Bowlen's first training camp as the Broncos' owner. He was different from the start. Drive? 
Who needs a fancy car to navigate the highway to Greeley when a bicycle will do. Bowlen grabbed the 
handlebars and pedaled off from the team's old headquarters at 5700 Logan St. He hit a pothole, one of 
few over the past 32 years during his Broncos stewardship, breaking his collarbone. 
 
Suddenly, Antonopulos was in front of him. 
 
"I asked him, 'What did you do?' And here he was mad he got hurt because it could affect his training. I 
will always remember his competitiveness. He wanted to be the best at everything he did. I mean, just 
look at this place," Antonopulos said, glancing at the Broncos' plush Dove Valley headquarters. "None of 
this possible without him." 
 
Antonopulos leaned forward. His eyes became misty. He got a lump in his throat. 
 
If you want to know why Bowlen's Ring of Fame induction Sunday night during halftime of the game 
against Green Bay means so much to the Broncos, walk into the trainer's room, step into the locker 
room, call a former player. 
 
Bowlen set the standard for excellence, turning the Broncos into an AFC powerhouse, a two-time Super 
Bowl champion. Bowlen stood out because he stood in the background, a driving force with a heart in a 
sport short on sympathy and compassion. 
 
"He loved his players. Loved them," said Broncos president Joe Ellis. 
 
An ongoing battle with Alz heimer's disease will prevent Bowlen from attending Sunday's ceremony. His 
presence will be felt, though, his void filled by dozens of players, coaches and executives whose lives he 
impacted. 
 
"He has meant everything to me," said Ring of Fame wide receiver Rod Smith, a star on the 1997 and 
1998 Super Bowl teams, which ended a 14-year streak of dominance by NFC franchises. "Here's a guy 
who didn't want any fanfare. I have been told he was shocked by this honor. Why? Because he handles 
his business behind the scene. As the union rep, I saw all the stuff he did. As a business man, I watched 
how he delegated and let people do their jobs. He's one of the best owners ever because he doesn't 
look for the camera." 
 
Desire to win 
 



Bowlen's story in Denver started before he set foot in the state. He loved football. He started at wide 
receiver for Campion High School in Prairie du Chien, Wis., a city of 6,000 bordering the Mississippi 
River. He played freshman football at the University of Oklahoma. When he purchased the Broncos, he 
had an outlet for his desire to win beyond his triathlons. 
 
"I know this: The bottom line with Pat was winning," said Hall of Famer and Broncos general manager 
John Elway. 
 
What separated Bowlen is that his fierce competitiveness knew boundaries. Where the Yankees' late 
George Steinbrenner might scream from his owner's box during a game or fire an employee on 
Christmas Day, or the Dallas Cowboys' Jerry Jones might star in commercials, Bowlen shunned the 
spotlight and never lost his temper. 
 
He applied pressure of expectations without belittling anyone. He wanted excellence, but not at the 
expense of a relationship. 
 
"Never at one point, not one time, did he come to me and tell me to get a guy on the field. He would 
gather information and trust us," Antonopulos said. "He was a special guy. You know, for me, the thing 
that shows Pat's character is that even when we won the first Super Bowl, he said it was for John 
(Elway). It wasn't about him. It was more important for him to acknowledge what it meant for John, for 
the team and the fans." 
 
Bowlen's human touch resonates with players as much as the victories. He provided them with first-
class travel, extra leg room on flights, TVs in the locker room and movies in their hotel rooms for road 
games. Former quarterback Jake Plummer remembers becoming furious with the NFL when he was not 
allowed to wear the No. 40 sticker on his helmet honoring former college teammate and fallen soldier 
Pat Tillman. The NFL said it was permitted for only one game. Bowlen talked with Plummer, and the next 
week Bowlen placed the No. 40 placard near the play clock in the stadium. 
 
"That was solely for me as a way to continue to honor my close friend," Plummer said. "He knew how 
much it mattered to me and took care of it in his own way. I didn't even know he was going to do it." 
 
When Ring of Fame running back Terrell Davis blew out his knee in 1999, altering his career path, 
Bowlen was the first one to call him at the hospital. 
 
"That was him. He was just an awesome guy," said Davis, one of the 35 players from the 1997 
championship team who are expected to attend Sunday's game. "He was very personable. He would ask 
questions about your family. He would speak to everybody by name. He was that guy." 
 
A fitting game 
 
Sunday night presents a perfect intersection to honor Bowlen. The Broncos and Green Bay Packers are 
undefeated. The Broncos will wear their blue jerseys and white pants, mirroring their look from their 
Super Bowl XXXII victory over Green Bay. The broadcast figures to be the NFL's most-watched game so 
far this season, and it's fitting since Bowlen helped turned Sunday night into a prime-time event with his 
work on the league's broadcast committee. 
 
"I've always felt that the really great and iconic owners are the owners who have not only built great 
franchises individually, but have worked really hard to make the NFL a better product. The fact that 
Sunday night is now the biggest night — that goes back to Pat. That goes back to him working with Dick 



Ebersol, who ran NBC Sports (and will be in Denver on Sunday)," NBC broadcaster Al Michaels said. " 
'Sunday Night' has about a 50 percent larger audience than 'Monday Night' does, and you can attribute 
that to Pat's vision and the fact that he figured, 'Hey, if we can make our big game Sunday night with a 
flexible schedule and that would be the best way to maximize the value of the NFL on TV.' " 
 
Bowlen spearheaded the creation of the Ring of Fame in 1984. Friday night, the Broncos unveiled the 
pillar honoring Bowlen at the Ring of Fame plaza outside Sports Authority Field. Players gathered, 
staring at the plaque. Bowlen didn't want recognition, but no Ring of Fame would be complete without 
him. 
 
The first Super Bowl victory, he famously said, was for John. This weekend's celebration, the Broncos 
agreed, is for Pat. 
 
"He wanted us to get back on top. That's what we are all working for. That's how Pat was built," said 
Elway of the team's recent five-year run of success. "Money was secondary. He gave us all the resources 
we needed to put the best team on the field. I am honored he gave me that chance. His mentality and 
the culture he created have allowed me to do the best job I can for him." 
  



Then, and now, Broncos 'would run through a brick 
wall' for Pat Bowlen 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 30, 2015 
 
A multitude of greats from Broncos history are gathering to celebrate their past, honor the latest 
addition to the franchise's elite club and, finally, watch the current edition of the Broncos try to maintain 
its undefeated status. 
 
This weekend is everything that Pat Bowlen would want. It's everything he could have envisioned when 
he created the Ring of Fame and, as the years passed, when he nurtured Alumni Weekend into a gala 
event that tied the past with the present. 
 
The rest of the NFL has caught on, with each team now designating one weekend as the "Homecoming." 
But the Broncos and Bowlen were ahead of the curve. 
 
If normal, ideal processes of life had progressed, Bowlen would still be running the Broncos. But 
Alzheimer's disease forced him to step away from day-to-day administration in July 2014. He was not 
present Friday night, just as he could not attend the unveiling of his statue in Ring of Fame Plaza 12 
months ago, and he is not expected to be at Sports Authority Field at Mile High on Sunday. 
 
Bowlen's absence created a tinge of sadness around Friday's festivities. His presence is profoundly 
missed. But his spirit, humility and unwavering commitment to making the Broncos the NFL's best 
franchise abounded in ample quantities, as Broncos alumni from all regions of the country gathered to 
celebrate his induction into the Ring of Fame. 
 
The memories flowed, starting from Bowlen's arrival in 1984. Back then, he made his first strong 
impression on a roster that featured many players who were about to get to know their third owner in 
four years. 
 
"Pat was pretty demanding early on that this team was going to have great success and that his 
objective was to win Super Bowls," said ESPN analyst Tom Jackson, a Ring of Famer who played from 
1973-86. "He didn't want to settle for, 'We're going to win the [AFC West] Championship,' or, 'We're 
going to win an AFC Championship.' He had his heart on winning Super Bowls. I think that he still 
actually does. 
 
"That was a major difference because I think that the previous owners were really treading water with 
the organization to a certain extent. [They were] glad to have the organization in Denver, but I don't 
know that the thought was, 'We want to go out, we want to win the Super Bowl and I'm going to do 
whatever it takes to make that happen.'“ 
 
Jackson's head coach at the time was Dan Reeves, who was heading into his fourth season on the 
Denver sideline. 
 
"Even though it was getting ready to change, Pat from day one said, 'I want to do whatever we need to 
do to win and be world champions,'" Reeves recalled. "Everything you asked for, Pat was willing to do." 
 



In Bowlen's first season as owner, Reeves and Jackson helped guide the Broncos to a then-franchise 
record 13 wins. Two years later, they were back in the Super Bowl for the first of three visits in a four-
year span. Immediately after the third of those appearances, the Broncos moved to their current home, 
now known as the UCHealth Training Center. 
 
"We had as good of a facility as anybody, which really helped when you got into free agency. He was just 
so supportive of everybody and so thankful to be the owner of the Denver Broncos," Reeves said. "He 
loved the city. He loved the people here and the fans here. It was just a great deal to be here with Pat." 
 
The commitment extended to when the Broncos left their home. 
 
"We knew that we were going to stay in the best hotels and we were going to get the best meal 
prepared. He wanted to remove every hedge and every crutch that we could possibly have on why we 
weren't succeeding," said Shannon Sharpe, a tight end from 1990-99 and 2002-03 and a 2009 inductee 
into the Ring of Fame. 
 
"If we didn't succeed on the football field, that was because we didn't get it done. It wasn't because we 
didn't have the best training, it wasn't because we didn't stay in the best hotels and it wasn't because 
we didn't have the best food. We knew that we had the best of everything and it was just up to us to go 
out there and perform. That's the thing that you appreciate most. 
 
"He wasn't meddlesome. He stayed away. He let the guys that he hired to do the job do their job. At the 
end result, I'm so glad to be a part of the teams that were able to bring Super Bowls in '97 and '98 to the 
Broncos. Those are probably some of my greatest memories of Mr. B." 
 
The loyalty these Broncos have to Bowlen is unshakable. 
 
"I love that dude. That's my dude," said running back Terrell Davis, a 2007 Ring inductee. "I would run 
through a brick wall for that man. It's good to see that he's finally going. I know if he was here, he's not 
the type of guy that wants to take credit for it. He'll shy away from it, but he deserves this night." 
 
Bowlen's teams didn't always win; none can. But by the time he stepped away in July 2014, his Broncos 
were back in the sport's upper echelon. The Broncos fell short in Super Bowl XLVIII, his last game before 
ceding the day-to-day reins to President/CEO Joe Ellis. But with an AFC title and three consecutive AFC 
West titles -- now four -- the franchise's luster had been restored. 
 
"I think that's what he was about. That's what he wanted," said John Elway, a Ring inductee in 1999 who 
is now the team's executive vice president and general manager. "To be able to get his team back on top 
is what we've all been working for. 
 
"I think that's how Pat was built. The money was secondary and the resources -- he was going to give 
everything he could to give us a chance to put the best football team on the field. 
 
"To be able to do that, I think that he'd be more than thrilled." 
  



Bowlen's insatiable competitiveness defines his 
ownership 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
October 30, 2015 

It would not have been possible to invent a better owner for the Denver Broncos than Pat Bowlen. He 
was perfectly cast even if he seemed an initial mismatch. 

Who was this Canadian walking the sidelines in a fur coat? The perception of Bowlen missed the reality 
of why he fit so well. Bowlen possessed a rare combination of skills for someone with the corner office: 
he was insanely driven, creating the highest expectations, yet refused to meddle. 

"He had a way of applying pressure to people in the building," Broncos president Joe Ellis said with a 
smile. "But he never made it about himself, ever. Never. He was never going to do that." 

Courage of conviction, a defined vision — with humility? Find the number of professional sports owners 
who fit this description. It's a small list and typically starts and ends with the organizations which have 
won championships. 

What will always resonate with me as Bowlen enters the Ring of Fame on Sunday night is his 
competitiveness. It's unfortunate he won't be able to attend as he fights the good fight with 
Alzheimer's, a disease that has affected so many families, including my own. But Bowlen's presence, his 
spirit, will resonate. 

I didn't know Bowlen as well as previous beat writers covering the Broncos for The Denver Post. I 
interviewed him a handful of times in group settings during the 1996-2000 seasons. My appreciation 
grew when I returned to NFL coverage last year and recognized Bowlen's fingerprints on the team's 
success through its record and upgraded facilities. 

It always comes back to winning with Bowlen. He understood that the team was a community treasure. 
He owed it to the fans to put the best product on the field. That was easy given his motivation to win. It 
must be an insatiable at the professional level or brace yourself for decades of misery. Under his watch, 
the Broncos had more Super Bowl appearances (six) than losing seasons (five). 

This is not an accident of good fortune. 

Yes, Bowlen was once labeled the "Canadian." But he loved football. He played wide receiver at 
Campion High School in Prairie du Chien, Wisc. At the University of Oklahoma, he made the freshman 
team before recognizing he was too small to continue playing. It didn't change his appetite for the sport 
or his willingness to push himself in athletics. 

Bowlen became a triathlete. He trained through a broken collarbone, mangled ankles and a bad back. 
Most agree when your best player is your hardest worker, success follows. In the Broncos' case, Bowlen 
rolled up his sleeves and exhibited toughness more suited for those in shoulder pads. 



An anecdote provides an explanation of the Broncos' success under Bowlen's watch and why Sunday 
night will be so memorable to so many. For years long after the players departed from practice, Bowlen 
would sneak into the weight room. He would hop onto the StairMaster, pulling on elbow pads. Yes, 
elbow pads. 
 
They were necessary because he rubbed his arms raw on the side rails as he churned his legs setting the 
record on the machine, eclipsing former Broncos strength coach Rich Tuten. 
 
Be great at everything. Even when no one is looking. That was Bowlen. And why this franchise was so 
lucky to call him boss. 
 
"He has such passion," said Broncos longtime athletic trainer Steve Antonopulos. "He wanted everyone 
in the organization to be successful at what they did. He set the standard. As his friend I can tell you no 
one deserves this honor more than him." 
  



Pat Bowlen made Denver Broncos a family 
By Mark Kiszla 
Denver Post 
October 29, 2015 
 
They are Broncos for life and wanted to thank Pat Bowlen for inviting them into the family. Ed 
McCaffrey, Jake Plummer and Rod Smith sat around a table at the team's Dove Valley headquarters. 
Outside, in the parking lot, the luxury cars of current Denver players sat gleaming in the Colorado sun. 
 
"When you think about it," Smith said, "Mr. B paid for all these friggin' cars." 
 
When Bowlen is enshrined Sunday night in the Ring of Fame, the ceremony will serve dual purposes, as 
a way for the Broncos and their fans to thank the franchise owner of 32 years for all the victories, but 
also to allow a city to blow a kiss as an opening farewell to a 71-year-old man battling the cruel curse of 
dementia. 
 
The tougher the goodbye, the deeper the love. 
 
As curator of the local NFL franchise since 1984, Bowlen's work is distinguished by two Super Bowl rings 
and defined by a love affair between a team and a town so strong it is now nearly impossible to say 
Denver without thinking Broncos. 
 
Everybody knows the big stuff. Here's a peek at all the small ties that bind teammates forever and 
transform a football franchise into a family. 
 
"I broke my leg on a Monday night game," said McCaffrey, recalling a gruesome injury late in his nine-
year Broncos career, when he got hurt against the New York Giants on opening night of the 2001 
season. 
 
What followed were months of grueling rehabilitation for McCaffrey. The veteran wide receiver would 
arrive at dawn to ride a stationary bicycle at the team's practice facility. And who would be pedaling and 
dripping sweat alongside him? Mr. B. 
 
In 2004, Plummer was filled with grief over the death of dear friend Pat Tillman, who quit the Arizona 
Cardinals to join the Army Rangers and fight in Afghanistan. The Broncos and every other league team 
wore a No. 40 decal on their helmets for a single game to honor Tillman, but Plummer was offended 
when informed if he wore the sticker all season it would be a violation of the NFL's uniform code. 
 
"The NFL was fining me and telling me to take it off, so I had to take it off," Plummer said. "I was upset 
by it, and Mr. Bowlen knew that." 
 
So what did Mr. B do? He ordered a large replica of the No. 40 sticker installed near the 40-second play 
clock at the north end of the stadium in Denver. 
 
"And that was solely for me," Plummer said. "I wanted to honor (Tillman) more than just one game out 
of the season. Mr. Bowlen could see that, sense that and feel that. To do that, it meant a lot. He cared 
about me." 
 



With Mr. B in charge, there was never a wall between the owner's suite and the locker room. On Friday 
afternoons during the season, Bowlen would put on his favorite pair of oversized Hollywood sunglasses, 
venture down the stairs from his office to argue about college football with players during lunch, with 
everybody predicting outcomes of games. 
 
"They're sitting there with the owner of the club, and players are cracking jokes on him," said Smith, 
remembering how teammates would poke fun at Bowlen's beloved Oklahoma Sooners. "And I'm 
thinking: 'That's not real smart.' " 
 
As gratitude for working alongside Mr. B was expressed, what struck me was the common orange thread 
that runs from Smith to McCaffery to Plummer and so many alums who will be in the stadium to salute 
Bowlen. As a player, each man made big plays, but more than that, McCaffrey, Plummer and Smith were 
genuinely loved by teammates. 
 
In a business where roster turnover of 40 percent per year is not uncommon, football franchises strive 
to create a sense of family. Mr. B got'r done. The Broncos have won through the decades, in no small 
part because the way Bowlen ran this organization fostered friendships that endure far longer than the 
here-today, gone-tomorrow nature of the NFL. 
 
"Everything starts at the top," Smith said. 
 
With time, everything fades and even the most vivid memories slowly drift away from the man who built 
the Broncos. Because nothing is truly forever, it makes us cherish it all while we still can, from the Super 
Bowl heartaches to the joy of being able to finally lift the Lombardi Trophy and shout "This one's for 
John!" Whether it's the construction of a new stadium or that goofy fur coat he wore on the sideline 
way back in the day, the details in Bowlen's mind have grown fuzzier, because that is the curse of 
Alzheimer's disease. 
 
During halftime of the game against Green Bay, however, 75,000 voices will fill Sports Authority Field at 
Mile High with a hymn of praise for Bowlen, with the tears being drowned out by cheers. 
 
But, for me, there was another little scene last week that spoke even louder to the enduring strength of 
Bowlen's legacy. 
 
When the cameras were turned off, the recorders put away and the interview was done, Eddie Mac, 
Jake the Snake and Rod did not want to leave. They lingered, telling tall tales, punctuated by a slap to 
the shoulder and a laugh from deep in the belly. Just like brothers do at a family reunion. 
 
This is the football family that Bowlen built. 
 
You cannot spell Broncos without Mr. B.  



Broncos President/CEO Joe Ellis discusses Pat Bowlen's 
legacy: 'He did everything the right way' 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 29, 2015 
 
With Owner Pat Bowlen set to be inducted into the Ring of Fame this weekend, Broncos President/CEO 
Joe Ellis sat down to discuss Bowlen's lasting legacy, his continued influence on the organization and the 
hopes for the future ownership of the franchise. 
 
What do you think it meant to Mr. Bowlen to see the franchise get back on the right track before he 
stepped away because of Alzheimer's disease? 
 
"Well, I think he was proud of that. But that was also -- and always will be -- his expectation: that we're 
going to put the right people in place and we're going to turn it around, and if we make a mistake, then 
we're going to fix it again. 
 
"He didn't consider it rocket science. He's had -- and has always had -- a good feel for when it's time to 
make these moves, and when the right time is. But he doesn't take much satisfaction [in it]. He's too 
modest to take personal satisfaction in having those situations corrected. He's more concerned with, 
'Are we ready to win the Super Bowl each and every year?' I think that's his focus. 
 
"I don't think he is a guy who believes in rebuilding. He's a guy that believes in quick retooling. That's 
how he approached it, and I don't think he sat back and said, 'Wow, look at the moves we've made to 
make things better.' Because it's never good enough for him until you win that Super Bowl. That's how 
competitive he is." 
 
And even after Bowlen stepped back, that attitude still pervades the organization, making tough moves 
like what happened after last season, parting ways with one coach and bringing in Gary Kubiak and a 
mostly new staff: 
 
"Yes. He wasn't involved in that decision last year, obviously, but I think if he were, he would have 
understood. He was always very supportive of those who reported to him that had the courage of their 
convictions and felt things were the right things to do, whether it was Mike Shanahan running the team 
for 14 seasons, or even Dan Reeves prior to that. 
 
"He's proud of John [Elway] for the way that he's designed and been the architect of this franchise. He's 
very, very proud of the work John's done, no question in my mind." 
 
How about Bowlen's influence on you? How often at a big decision do you ask yourself, "What would 
Pat do?" 
 
"If those things come about, I do reflect back on how he handled things and what he would have done, 
because in my mind, he did everything the right way when it came to running the organization. If there 
are things that I think should have been done differently, maybe I'd consider that. 
 



"But I always consider what I think he would have done, and one of the things he always did was stay 
out of peoples' way and listen and if their recommendations were sound and solid, he'd give them the 
the opportunity to execute them." 
 
And Bowlen is still the owner. The wins the Broncos accumulate still count toward his total. This is still 
his show, even though he's not here every day. 
 
"And I think we as an organization still understand that if they've got something they want to present, 
whether it's a football transaction or a business transaction, step up and give it a try, because the odds 
are, you're going to get the rope to do it." 
 
You have a unique perspective because you were on the business staff when Bowlen became the 
Broncos' owner in 1984. What changes did he make, and what tone did he set when he assumed control 
of the Broncos? 
 
"He didn't mandate anything. He made it clear that he was coming in to learn and he was going to listen 
to [Head Coach] Dan Reeves and [General Manager] John Beake on the football side. They were running 
the whole program at that time, and he deferred to them. I wasn't in a lot of those meetings, because I 
was 27 years old, and not privy to his discussions at the highest levels, but if he were operating the way I 
think he always has operated, he was just asking a lot of questions. 
 
"And I remember he told something to Paul Tagliabue. He said, 'When I first bought the Broncos, I 
saddled up to [then-Commissioner] Pete Rozelle and I said, 'How should I conduct myself as an owner?' 
And Pete Rozelle said, 'You know, you ought to spend the first three to five years keeping your mouth 
shut and learning what goes on in this league.' 
 
"[Bowlen said,] 'I did that, and then unfortunately for Paul, I was in my sixth year in the league when he 
became commissioner,' so that's when he started speaking up. And actually, just prior to that, he started 
speaking up, because he was one of the ringleaders to get support for Tagliabue. 
 
"The vote came down to Jim Finks [a long-time personnel executive, then the Saints' general manager] 
and Paul Tagliabue, and Pat was firmly entrenched in Paul's camp. And I think he rallied other owners 
around him and they eventually got the votes, and they put the right guy in there, and the league took 
off with Paul, and Roger [Goodell] has taken it to another level. But people forget that Paul Tagliabue 
into the early 1990s and early 2000s really grew the game." 
 
And a big leap forward came in the 1990s, with the Fox TV contract in 1994 and then the 
CBS/FOX/ABC/ESPN contracts of 1998. 
 
"Yes, and then NBC went away, and came back with Sunday Night Football in 2006, which was Mr. B's 
baby, along with Dick Ebersol. [Bowlen] really grew in stature and he was a good listener. And he has 
great instincts. He's always had great instincts as an owner." 
 
And so much of what he envisioned comes together in the NFL of this moment: Thursday night games 
on the NFL Network, Sunday Night Football and a growing international presence starting with the three 
games this year in London: 
 
"Exactly. He is kind of the author of a lot of this that got everything propelled and moving forward. I 
think he'd be stunned by what's happened in the league if he were back in his office right now, but he'd 
be full speed ahead. He certainly would." 



 
What does it mean not only to the organization, but its fans, that the Bowlen Trust was set up to provide 
stability and keep the team running smoothly -- because some other ownership transitions throughout 
pro sports have turned chaotic? 
 
"Well, he had a firm plan for keeping the team in the family, and it's his hope that it will remain there, 
and one of his children will come along and earn the right to sit in his chair. He was unwavering in that, 
and he set out some guidelines and everything else as to what he'd like to see. 
 
"But he planned ahead, and he had a very strict vision, if you will, as to what needed to happen. 
Hopefully we can keep things afloat until the right child comes along." 
 
Will the changes approved in May by league owners to allow trust ownership and reduce the percentage 
of a team that must be controlled by the managing partner (to 5 percent) help make it possible to keep 
the team in the family? 
 
"In some ways, yes. The trustees have work to do with the league to make sure that we are always in 
compliance with league ownership policies. That's our job, that's our task, that's our responsibility for 
Pat, so we continue to work all the time on those things." 
 
What has Gary Kubiak brought to the building to energize the atmosphere around the team? 
 
"Well, I think with the players, there's a clear path to how we're going to succeed on the field, and that 
come from Gary and his staff. It's a renewed sense of accountability, which I think is the word that's up 
in the back of the team room now. I see that in the players, and in some of the discipline they've shown 
on the field, and how they've performed. 
 
"So we're off to a great start. It's a long season. Let's hope the last 10 games go as well as the first six." 
 
And with Kubiak and his staff, there's a deep connection to the successful legacy of the Broncos: 
 
"There is a connection to the history of the team -- during an era when there was tremendous success, 
led by Mike Shanahan and some great players such as John Elway, Terrell Davis, Gary Zimmerman, 
Shannon Sharpe and people like that. 
 
"But this is a new era, and you have to prove yourself every day, and all those coaches know that down 
there. They're dedicated to their craft, and they're working as hard as they can to give the Broncos 
success." 
  



Broncos dedicate fieldhouse to Owner Pat Bowlen 
By Allie Raymond 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 26, 2015 
 
The Denver Broncos kicked off their Ring of Fame week with the announcement of the newly 
rechristened Pat Bowlen Fieldhouse at the UCHealth Training Center named for the Broncos owner, 
Monday morning. 
  
Naming the building for Bowlen, the Broncos' owner since 1984, was fitting since he was dedicated to 
building a world-class training facility, beginning with the team's move from the north side of Denver to 
its current home in 1990. The fieldhouse, which houses the team’s indoor training facility, was 
constructed in 2014 and spans 115,000 square feet. 
  
On July 23, 2014, Bowlen relinquished control of the team in order to fight a battle against Alzheimer’s 
disease, but his impact and devotion to his franchise and the city of Denver is still deeply rooted in the 
organization. 
 
Bowlen presides over a franchise that is one of the crown jewels among NFL clubs. With more Super 
Bowl appearances (6) than losing seasons (5) during Mr. Bowlen’s ownership, the Broncos are, by any 
definition, at the pinnacle of professional sports franchises. 
 
The fieldhouse dedication is just one aspect of the celebration surrounding Bowlen’s induction as the 
28th member of the Broncos Ring of Fame. Broncos alumni will return to Sports Authority Field at Mile 
High to celebrate with Bowlen before and at halftime of the Broncos’ Sunday Night Football match-up 
against the Green Bay Packers. 
  



Pat Bowlen Night the signature layer to Broncos-
Packers 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
October 26, 2015 
 
Notre Dame and cowboy boots. Their sideline conversations often revolved around those two entities: 
David Bruton's affinity for the Irish, Pat Bowlen's love for cowboy boots. 
 
Bruton is one of the few current Broncos who can claim a personal relationship with Bowlen, the 
longtime team owner. His battle with Alzheimer's removed him from day-to-operations and from the 
view of the players, who once saw Bowlen quite often around Dove Valley. 
 
Bruton's been around here for a while, seven seasons, so he can recall the better days when Bowlen was 
a regular on the practice field. They usually talked Notre Dame (where Bowlen's daughter, Brittany, 
attended school) and cowboy boots (since both dig their dung-kickers). 
 
"Seeing him once or twice a week — to not at all — is quite different," Bruton said today. 
 
The layers to this Broncos-Packers game on Sunday night at Sports Authority Field are pretty much 
endless: Packers offense vs. Broncos defense; Aaron Rodgers vs. Peyton Manning; flashbacks to Super 
Bowl XXXII; the first matchup in Sunday Night Football history between 6-0 teams. Because of that, NBC 
will set ratings records, I'm guessing. 
 
Maybe the most important element is one that will garner less attention. The Broncos are putting 
Bowlen into the Ring of Fame. Since Bowlen purchased the team in 1984, the Broncos own the third-
highest winning percentage in all of professional sports. 
 
"I told the team that today, too," Gary Kubiak said. "You have Mr. Bowlen going in the Ring and you 
have a team coming back that won a championship (in 1997-98), so there are a lot of things going on 
around us." 
 
Expect a large turnout of ex-Broncos who won that first Super Bowl in attendance. Will Mike Shanahan 
be there? That's the only question I have. 
 
And maybe it's because our family is currently experiencing the effects of Alzheimer's on a loved one, or 
maybe it's because we know what Bowlen's Broncos mean to our beloved state. 
 
But the Bowlen story — how the horrible disease has taken him from his beloved team, players and fans 
— is particularly striking. That's the biggest story of the big game, and only a few of the players inside 
the Broncos locker room are aware. Peyton Manning, who visited Bowlen before the Colts game last 
January, Ryan Clady and Bruton have been around long enough to have a relationship with the owner, 
but that's about it. Alzheimer's works fast, and without mercy. 
 
When the team posed for its 2015 team photo, the Broncos put Annabel Bowlen sat front and center. I 
wrote back when Kubiak was hired that the move was a hire for the patriarch, and on Sunday night it 
figures to feel that way more than ever. 
 



"When he's out there — I know the veteran guys know the importance of Mr. Bowlen," Bruton said. 
"They made sure we go say hello." 
  



Pat Bowlen honored with induction to Colorado 
Business Hall of Fame 
 
Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 30, 2015 
 
DENVER — There are few business leaders better known in Colorado than Pat Bowlen, and on Thursday 
night, he was inducted to the Colorado Business Hall of Fame for his business acumen in the Centennial 
State beginning with purchasing the Broncos and continuing a successful run for 31 years. 
 
"It’s a privilege for Pat to be included with the other distinguished laureates being recognized this 
evening," Annabel Bowlen said in her acceptance speech on behalf of Mr. Bowlen. "Congratulations to 
each of you, and thank you to the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce, as well as Junior Achievement 
Rocky Mountain for your unwavering commitment to our future leaders." 
 
The Broncos have established a stellar record under Mr. Bowlen's ownership, one with exceptional 
performance, exceptional growth and exceptional stewardship off the field, helping him gain 
consideration for the Pro Football Hall of Fame as a contributor. Among his accomplishments: the first 
owner in professional football history to reach 300 overall wins in a span of 30 years; six Super Bowl 
appearances; and leading the league in attendance in his 31 years as owner with a top home record in 
front of those devoted fans. 
 
"They’ve brought two world championships to the Rocky Mountain region and its great fans," Annabel 
Bowlen said. "But as committed as Pat is to his team, he is even more invested in the community he so 
proudly calls home." 
 
Pat Bowlen's charitable reach extends deep into Denver and Colorado communities, with $25 million 
donated from Denver Broncos Charities, of which Mr. Bowlen is the chairman. He has also served as the 
Honorary Chairman of the Stadium Stampede to benefit St. Joseph's Hospital Foundation for 30 years, 
and has chaired other charitable benefits around the state. 
 
"An article in the New York Times last month wrote, ‘Pat Bowlen builds a championship culture using 
caring and commitment as mortar and the bricks and community as the insulation.’ This is so true in 
everything he does," Annabel Bowlen said. "Pat has donated more than $25 million to Colorado charities 
during the last 25 years. He has proudly supported numerous programs that serve you, including the 
Young Presidents Organization, and the Boys and Girls Club of Denver." 
 
Most recently, the entire family pitched in to help raise nearly $70,000 with the Walk to End 
Alzheimer's, a cause that's close to the Bowlens and one that they hope can be an inspiration to other 
families fighting Alzheimer's. 
 
"Even now, as he bravely faces Alzheimer’s, he continues to have a positive impact on others," Annabel 
Bowlen said. "Pat’s given hope to those fighting just like he is. He’s brought understanding to the many 
families like ours, who are dedicated to providing the best possible support and care for an Alzheimer’s 



patient. Pat has significantly increased the awareness of this terrible disease. Most importantly, he’s 
inspired others to make a difference in the fight against Alzheimer’s." 
 
Annabel Bowlen's speech came to a close, ending in the only way it could with everyone giving back 
their appreciation like he did with Denver and Colorado communities. The entire crowd got on their feet 
and raised their hands, cheering "This one's for Pat!" 
  



Broncos and Gary Kubiak emphasize family, and this 
hire is for the patriarch 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
July 21, 2015 
 
The preparation was over, the hype in full buzz. But first things come first, you know. 
 
Here, two days before the Broncos would host the Colts in an AFC playoff game, three of the men at the 
core of the Broncos operation had one more stop to make. John Elway, Peyton Manning and longtime 
athletic trainer Steve "Greek" Antonopulos convened at Dove Valley. 

Together, they paid a visit to Pat Bowlen, the team owner for three decades. 

Mr. B is why this is possible. I suggest Mr. B is why all of this is happening. 

Bowlen isn't the only reason why John Elway left a charmed life with 10 a.m. tee times to risk his 
football legacy as general manager of the Broncos, or the only reason Gary Kubiak returned to Colorado 
and was introduced as their coach Tuesday. 

But after a riveting press conference at Dove Valley, one that felt more like a family reunion than a 
business exchange, I approached Kubiak with this question: How much of your decision to return to the 
Broncos was based on winning one for Mr. Bowlen? 

Kubiak stopped me before I could even finish, his heartfelt response proof enough. 

"I know where you're going," Kubiak said. "It's tremendous motivation for me to come here and work 
for their family. It would be a dream come true to come here and let them hold that trophy again. 

"You're right. He's been a very special man in my life. It means a great deal to me." 

On the first day of training camp, the 2014 season began with an emotional press conference in which 
the Broncos announced Mr. Bowlen would relinquish control of the team. He had, and has, Alzheimer's 
disease. 

The 2015 season, and beyond, began Tuesday with a reunion of the greatest era in Broncos history. Mr. 
Bowlen would, and does, approve of the Broncos hiring Kubiak. 

Retired public relations chief Jim Saccamano confirmed Kubiak is one of Bowlen's favorite people to ever 
walk the hallways at Dove Valley. Everybody there, it seems, has a soft spot for Kubes. 

Kubiak arrived in Denver in the same 1983 NFL draft that brought Elway to the Broncos - Elway with the 
first pick, Kubiak with the 197th. Kubiak was a rookie quarterback out of Texas A&M. He recalled his first 
day of working alongside Elway, during a minicamp practice at the Air Force Academy. 



"I had to throw next to him for a day. After that day I called home and said, 'I have no chance,'" Kubiak 
said. 

With Elway, the Broncos have always had a chance. Once he learns the difference between a 
championship roster and one that simply looks like a fantasy team, they will have a chance to win 
another Super Bowl. Chemistry remains an irreplaceable ingredient. 

This front-office arrangement is founded in chemistry. Kubiak and Elway were Broncos quarterbacks 
together for nine seasons, coach/quarterback for four more. After their second Super Bowl win, in 1999, 
Mike Shanahan sent a player to convince Elway to return for a run at three straight titles. That player 
was Kubiak. 

Elway's response, according to Kubiak: "We're going to sit here and visit. But I'm not playing anymore." 

Elway's pitch to Kubiak, on Sunday in Houston, proved more effective. 

It should be slightly concerning the Broncos weren't sure if Kubiak wanted to be a head coach again. But 
this search was over the minute Elway got that confirmation. 

"He was at the top of the list," Elway said. "There's no question." 

You hear athletes talk about their locker rooms as family. That's hogwash, mostly. In a game of cutthroat 
free agency, another cliché is far more apt: It's a business. 

But it was clear from the moment Rhonda Kubiak, the coach's wife, hugged Elway like a long-lost 
brother that the Broncos now are operating with family as their base. 

Families are fun. Families usually share inherent trust. 

"We did the contract in about five minutes," Kubiak said. 

There's also no fight like a family fight. Behind closed doors, those are coming, too. 

"John's the most competitive human being I've ever been around - whether you're playing cards or 
pingpong or whatever," Kubiak said. "I think I'm very competitive, too. But that's probably why we're 
still standing in this league." 

The patriarch of this Broncos family couldn't be in attendance for its reunion Tuesday. His health 
wouldn't allow it. 

I think Elway and Kubiak are driven to win another Super Bowl here because an athlete never loses his 
competitive drive. I think they loathe watching the Patriots and Seahawks in the Super Bowl because 
they remember a time when Elway quarterbacked the Broncos to a 31-10 record against those teams. 

But I think there is another motivating factor, one that doesn't get publicized because it's not in plain 
sight. I think they are motivated to win a Super Bowl for the man who made all of this possible, who 
watched Kubiak's return to Colorado on television. 



"Thank you, Pat," Kubiak said into the cameras. "Thank you so much for bringing me home." 



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen named to 
Colorado Business Hall of Fame 
By Joe Nguyen 
The Denver Post 
November 12, 2014 

Broncos owner Pat Bowlen was named to the 2015 Colorado Business Hall of Fame 
class, the team announced on Wednesday. 

He joins Klaus Obermeyer, Thomas A. Petrie, and Bob and Joanna Sakata in the 
2015 class. 

From Bowlen’s Colorado Business Hall of Fame profile: 

No owner has appeared in more Super Bowls (6) than Mr. Bowlen, whose team has 
sold out every home game during his tenure (1984-pres.). In his three-plus 
decades with the Broncos, the club has amassed 314 overall wins, 18 winning 
seasons, 16 playoff berths, 11 division titles, eight conference championship game 
appearances and two World Championships. 

“These leaders provide inspiration for future trailblazers and have left a legacy that 
reinforces the importance and value of the free enterprise system,” Junior 
Achievement board chairman Steve Kinsley said in a release. 

Bowlen, 70, relinquished control of the the team in July, acknowledging his is 
dealing with Alzheimer’s disease. In October, a statue of Bowlen was added to the 
Ring of Fame Plaza. 

The induction ceremony will take place from 6-10 p.m. Jan. 29, 2015 at the Hyatt 
Regency at the Colorado Convention Center. For more information, go to 
the Denver Chamber of Commerce’s website. 

  



Bowlen selected to the Colorado 
Business Hall of Fame 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 12, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. —Denver Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen was selected to the 
Colorado Business Hall of Fame, it was announced this week by Junior 
Achievement-Rocky Mountain, Inc. and the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce. 

The first professional football owner with 300 wins in 30 years, Mr. Bowlen and the 
rest of the 2015 laureates, who represent Colorado’s most distinguished business 
leaders from the past and present, will be inducted at the 26th Annual Colorado 
Business Hall of Fame Dinner on Thursday, Jan. 29, at the Hyatt Regency Denver at 
Colorado Convention Center. 

“Inclusion in the Colorado Business Hall of Fame is the pinnacle of success and 
recognition,” said Steve Kinsley, chairman of the Junior Achievement board of 
directors. “These leaders provide inspiration for future trailblazers and have left a 
legacy that reinforces the importance and value of the free enterprise system.” 

Laureates were selected for their enduring and innovative professional contributions 
to Colorado, inspirational and ethical acumen and philanthropic endeavors. Joining 
Mr. Bowlen in the Class of 2015 are Klaus Obermeyer, Thomas A. Petrie and Bob & 
Joanna Sakata. 

“The 2015 Colorado Business Hall of Fame class exemplifies the magnitude of what 
can be achieved through vision and determination,” said Bob Deibel, chairman of 
the Denver Metro Chamber of Commerce board of directors. 

 

 

 



Saccomano: Bowlen tribute is perfect 
By Jim Saccomano 
denverbroncos.com 
October 20, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. - The Pat Bowlen statue and captioned material, all in bronze, 
is not only the perfect centerpiece for Ring of Fame Plaza, but is perfectly Pat 
Bowlen. 

A number of years ago I was sitting in his office asking him what he would like, in 
particular, in his media guide bio. Typically, he said, “Nothing, it is fine just the way 
it is.” But then we talked for some time, as per the routine, and along the way he 
said, “Jim, I want us to be number one in everything.” 

Not only did I have the lead to his bio, but he had uttered some of the words that 
define him and his organization. 

I was honored to write the material for his tribute in the Ring of Fame Plaza and I 
included those defining words right under his name. 

But I said those were some of the words that define him. Not all. 

The other sentence he has said so many times is, “It’s not about me.” 

Every single time anyone tries to praise him, to honor him, he says the same thing. 
“It’s not about me.” 

And that is one of the reasons his ceremony was low-key, family-oriented and 
private.unveiled 

No big media show for Pat Bowlen. He does not want it that way, never has or will. 

But what he does want is to win, and that brings us to the other part of the Pat 
Bowlen tribute weekend. 

The Broncos won big over a terrific team that happens to also be the one which he 
had a great rivalry with in terms of a race to supremacy during the 1980s and 
1990s. 

A win is the best way to honor Mr. B, and his team did that against the San 
Francisco 49ers. 

Among so many traits, one of the ones that I have loved—and shared—over the 
three-plus decades of his ownership, is that he keeps it simple. 



Many times we shared a laugh at teams that had convoluted “mission statements,” 
long enough that most employees didn't even know it. 

Win with class. Win and represent the team with class in everything you do. 

That is about all there is to it for Pat Bowlen and his organization. 

And the simple ceremony and fabulous statue, done by Brian Hanlon, is all of that. 

And by the way, when we suggested the possibility of Ring of Fame Plaza to Mr. B, 
it was only in October of 2012. 

He authorized it immediately, and it opened exactly one year later with 24 bronze 
and steel pillars representing the Ring of Famers. The Plaza is centered around the 
magnificent sculpture of “Broncos,” commissioned by the owner and created in 
Florence, Italy. 

Now three more Ring of Famers have been added this year and it is so fitting that 
Mr. Bowlen is the centerpiece of it all, looking at “his guys” who comprise the Ring. 

He may always say “It’s not about me,” but former National Football League 
commissioner Paul Tagliabue once commented that Pat was at the center—
oftentimes the very head—of every committee that advanced the league forward, 
whether by television or by collective bargaining. 

And is also the only owner in history to have 300 wins in his first 30 years of 
ownership. 

Not about him, but all about him. 

His statue is perfectly placed and the perfect tribute. 

And, of course, as fitting Pat Bowlen’s feelings toward our fans, it is open and 
available, seven days a week, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year, and free of charge 
at all times. 

Every Bronco fan should take the time to make a visit. 

It is always all about the Broncos and our fans. 

  



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen falls short of 
making Pro Football Hall of Fame 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
October 22, 2014 

Nothing has irked Pat Bowlen more during his 31 years of ownership than the 
relatively small Broncos representation in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 

The first induction didn't occur until John Elway in 2004. Gary Zimmerman (2008), 
Floyd Little (2010) and Shannon Sharpe (2011) make four. 

Bowlen will not be the fifth, at least not this year. A nine-member Hall of Fame 
subcommittee picked former general managers Ron Wolf and Bill Polian as their two 
contributors for recommendation for final election into the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame. 

Polian, who built the Buffalo Bills and Indianapolis Colts into perennial playoff 
teams, and Wolf, who built both the expansion Tampa Bay Bucs into respectability 
and Green Bay Packers into a Super Bowl champion, will go to a final vote by the 
full, 46-member Hall of Fame selection committee on Jan. 31, the night before the 
Super Bowl in Arizona. 

Unlike the 15 modern-era player finalists, the two contributors do not go through a 
final-day cut process. The selection committee simply votes "yay" or "nay," on the 
contributor candidates, much as they have done in recent years with senior 
candidates. Polian and Wolf will need 80 percent of the final vote, or 37 of the 46. 

Final approval is expected to be a formality as the nine-member contributor panel 
that recommended Polian and Wolf for election consists of NFL media heavyweights 
— Peter King, John Clayton, Jarrett Bell, Sal Paolantonio, Howard Balzer, Rick 
Gosselin, Charean Williams, Jim Trotter and Clark Judge. 

Those nine might be second-guessed for picking two GMs — including Wolf whose 
Tampa Bay team started 0-26 — and not an owner or former commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue. 

Bowlen, 70, is the only individual owner who delivered more than 300 victories and 
six Super Bowl appearances in his first 30 seasons. The Broncos recently were cited 
by a Harris Poll asthe most popular NFL team in America, a distinction long held by 
the Dallas Cowboys. 



Denver's designation as the new "America's Team" came after decades of Bowlen's 
insistence on operating the Broncos as a first-class organization that was 
consistently near the top of payroll spending before the salary-cap era, and always 
budgeted for 100 percent of the cap when it was enacted in 1994. 

Bowlen also exhibited little tolerance for losing: His Broncos have had only five 
losing seasons during his first 30 years and the team is 5-1 this season going into 
its game Thursday night against the San Diego Chargers at Sports Authority Field 
at Mile High. 

Besides his success with the Broncos, Bowlen was a major contributor to the 
league. 

"There were four areas where the league was really transformed in the late '80s, 
early '90s," said Tagliabue, who started his long run as NFL commissioner in 1989. 
"Pat was the only owner who was heavily involved in all four areas. " 

The four categories: TV broadcast rights and revenues, labor negotiations with the 
late union leader Gene Upshaw, new stadiums and global popularity. 

Bowlen announced in July he has Alzheimer's disease and transferred control of the 
Broncos to president Joe Ellis, who also assumed the title of chief executive officer. 
John Elway, who quarterbacked the Broncos to their two Super Bowl championships 
in 1997 and '98, was hired by Bowlen after a disastrous 2010 season to take 
control of the team's football operations. 

The Broncos have won the AFC West title each of Elway's three seasons and they 
are leading the division in this, his fourth year. 

Although Bowlen wasn't recommended this time, it's encouraging he was among 
the 11 finalists. One contributor will be recommended for Hall of Fame election in 
2015 and two more in 2016. 

 

  



Statue of Pat Bowlen 'the recognition he 
so deserved -- but never sought out' 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 18, 2014 

DENVER -- How do you say, "Thank you," to a man who meant so much to making 
an organization one of the finest in professional sports? Words only begin to 
express the emotion behind them. Gestures, no matter how grand, are inadequate. 

But what stands at the center of Ring of Fame Plaza outside Sports Authority Field 
at Mile High is a deep expression of gratitude, and a way to forever honor the 
legacy of Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen: a nine-foot statue in front of four plaques 
which commemorate his contributions to the community, his life and the Broncos' 
success -- which he always regarded as a collaborative accomplishment of the 
highest order. 

"Pat has never sought the spotlight, and never asked for accolades during his 31 
years as owner of the Broncos," said his wife, Annabel Bowlen. "To Pat, it is always 
everyone else that deserves the credit." 

And at Saturday's unveiling, some of those key contributors were on hand: Pro 
Football Hall of Famers Gary Zimmerman, Floyd Little and John Elway, Ring of 
Famer and longtime Broncos staffer Billy Thompson, team executives, and Bowlen's 
friends and family. 

"Pat's a friend, he's a mentor and he is someone who has clearly made a profound 
impact not only on the Denver Broncos but the NFL," Elway said. "He is getting the 
recognition he so deserved -- but never sought out." 

A group of sponsors and community leaders called Club 32 -- in honor of the 
Broncos' first world championship, in Super Bowl XXXII -- made the recognition 
possible, serving as the benefactors behind the project. 

Bowlen's children unveiled the plaques as the twilight settled over the nearby Rocky 
Mountains. His wife, Annabel, untied the ribbon over the blue drape covering the 
statue. Together, the family pulled back the drape to reveal the creation of sculptor 
Brian Hanlon, who also sculpted the busts of the Ring of Famers on the other side 
of the plaza. 

The statue represents Bowlen in the commanding pose he held so often at field 
level on game days: arms folded, a chiseled face bearing a commanding look, and 



topped by the sunglasses so often seen as he watched his team go through its 
paces. It was a look that always gave the impression that his eyes glanced 
everywhere, at every moment. 

And that was not far from the truth. There was not an area of the organization that 
Bowlen overlooked. Until he stepped away from day-to-day operations to focus on 
his fight with Alzheimer's disease, Bowlen ensured he had the right people for the 
jobs, and established a structure that allowed them to succeed to the best of their 
abilities. 

That underscored his standing goal for the Broncos: to "be number one in 
everything." Those words are now immortalized on the second plaque from the left. 

"It all starts with the owner," said President and CEO Joe Ellis, "and it all starts with 
the guy who, for 31 years, consistently had the same approach, the same mandate 
to his players, his coaches, his employees: and that was to be the best in 
everything, and put all our resources into winning championships, and if it didn't 
work out, come back next year and try to do it all over again each and every year. 

"That's his legacy." 

And what Club 32, Elway, Ellis and others recognize is that a statue of Bowlen is an 
appropriate way to honor the myriad accomplishments of the Broncos under his 
watch, both on and off the field. 

"It's certainly a lasting tribute to Pat that fans can enjoy year-round, whether it's 
before a Broncos game in the fall, or on a Saturday afternoon in the spring," said 
Annabel Bowlen. "But Pat would be the first to say there would be no statute 
recognizing him if it were not for the hard work dedication and success of others." 

In a way, the position of the statue reflects that. Instead of looking away from the 
stadium, as is often the case with statues that stand near sports facilities, this one 
is positioned so the statue faces the stadium he and the success of the Broncos 
helped create. 

"Facing the stadium, facing the Ring of Famers, and also facing (the statue) of the 
horses, too, which is a big part of what Pat wanted when he was doing the stadium: 
the seven horses running toward the stadium," Elway said. "They couldn't have 
done a better job with it. It's just sad that Pat couldn't be here tonight, but we 
know that he's here in spirit. 

"He's a guy that never sought the attention, so it's nice that we could be here to do 
this for him tonight." 

And the area might be tweaked in the future. 



On the third plaque from the left are representations of the Vince Lombardi and 
Lamar Hunt Trophies, with the championships the Broncos won under his 
ownership. There is space for more. 

"Hopefully, it's room for Super Bowls, and hopefully, it's room for recognition as a 
Hall of Fame owner," Ellis said. "I think Pat deserves that, and I think we're all 
hopeful that sooner, rather than later, he'll get that kind of recognition that he 
deserves." 

Bowlen is no longer an everyday presence at Dove Valley, but the final chapter of 
his and the Broncos' accomplishments on his watch remains unwritten. 

  



Ring of Fame Plaza's latest addition: 
statue of Pat Bowlen 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
October 18, 2014 

A larger-than-life statue of Broncos owner Pat Bowlen will be unveiled Saturday 
night in a private ceremony at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 

The tribute was commissioned and financed by a group of community leaders with 
sponsorship ties to the Broncos. The 9-foot statue captures Bowlen in his 
customary pose on the sideline, wearing a business suit, cowboy boots and 
sunglasses. It will be placed in the center of the Ring of Fame Plaza, which is 
outside the stadium on the south side. 

Brian Hanlon, the sculptor for the 27 busts in the Ring of Fame Plaza, began 
working on the Bowlen statue in January. 

The ceremony will be attended by the Bowlen family, members of the Broncos and 
community leaders. Bowlen's wife, Annabel, and Broncos general manager John 
Elway are among those who will speak during the ceremony. 

The first owner in NFL history to post 300 victories in 30 years, Bowlen, 70, decided 
after eight AFC championship games, six Super Bowl appearances and two 
Lombardi Trophies to relinquish control of the Broncos this year so he can focus on 
his battle with Alzheimer's disease. 

  



Klis: Broncos owner Pat Bowlen played 
star role on NBC's blockbuster program 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
September 7, 2014 

In a bittersweet twist, Pat Bowlen for the first time in his 31 years as Broncos 
owner will not be in attendance for a Denver regular-season or playoff game 
Sunday night while approximately 25 million others enjoy the prime-time show he 
helped usher into America's households. 

"He was the single major force in getting 'Sunday Night Football,' " said Dick 
Ebersol, the former chairman of NBC Sports. 

During the first TV timeout in Denver's season opener Sunday against the 
Indianapolis Colts, the Broncos will pay tribute to Bowlen, wife Annabel and the 
Bowlen family on Sports Authority Field at Mile High's Jumbo-Tron while also 
acknowledging that Alzheimer's disease has afflicted so many, including one of the 
most successful owners in all of pro sports. 

"Sunday Night Football" was the most-watched TV show last year, drawing nearly 
1.6 million more viewers than the runner-up "Big Bang Theory." 

NBC's Sunday night pregame kickoff show ranked third in the ratings. Its studio 
show, "Football Night in America," ranked 10th. 

The concept was hatched Nov. 22, 2004, when Ebersol and NBC Sports president 
Ken Shanzer, now living in retirement in Beaver Creek, flew into Centennial Airport 
to discuss the Sunday night package idea with Bowlen, who was nearby in his office 
at Broncos headquarters at Dove Valley. 

Bowlen had long wanted the ability to "flex" the NFL's prime-time schedule, 
because "Monday Night Football" had fallen into a multiyear slump of showing 
clunker after clunker near season's end. 

Bowlen liked Ebersol's pitch of not just a game but an extravaganza that appealed 
to all segments of the audience. Women now comprise 40-plus percent of the 
"Sunday Night Football" audience. 

Pregame, halftime highlights and postgame shows were part of Ebersol's proposal. 



"I told him (Bob) Costas would be leading it, and it would include (Al) Michaels and 
(John) Madden," Ebersol said. "Pat has always been a huge Costas fan. But it had 
to be all three." 

Six days after that meeting, "Sunday Night Football" was interrupted by an 
unspeakable tragedy. Ebersol, wife Susan Saint James, sons Charlie and Teddy and 
one of Susan's friends were flying in a large private plane from Southern California 
to Telluride. Weather rerouted the flight to Montrose, where they would drop off 
Susan and her friend. The two women got off the plane for their 68-mile drive to 
Telluride. The plane was refueled but not de-iced. 

In sleeting weather, the plane took off for South Bend, Ind., to drop off Charlie at 
Notre Dame. It got only about 100 yards in the air when it came crashing down and 
slid 1,200 feet off the Montrose runway. 

The pilot, steward and Teddy were thrown from the plane. Charlie was sleeping in 
the back and rescued his father, who was buried unconscious beneath the kitchen, 
by dragging him out to a dirt pile as the plane went up in flames. 

Teddy Ebersol, 14, was later found dead. 

Eight weeks later, Dick Ebersol still was in a hospital bed, shattered with grief and 
his back broken in six places. 

"The first nonfamily call I made was to Pat," Ebersol said. "We were crying. And 
after all that, I said, 'How's the Sunday night project going?' And he said, 'I've been 
waiting to hear from you, because I have good news.' " 

Bowlen had picked up one significant supporter: NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue. 
In time, Bowlen came up with a certain figure for NBC to meet, and he'd get the 
rest of ownership behind it. Starting with the 2006 season, NBC paid $600 million a 
year for the rights to "Sunday Night Football." It averaged 16 million viewers that 
year and was up to an average of 21 million by 2010 when it began a four-year 
streak (and counting) as America's No. 1 show. 

My bet is Pat Bowlen is among the 25 million or so viewers of the Broncos-Colts 
game Sunday night. 

"I believe during his years as chairman of the TV committee, Pat Bowlen had more 
to do with how we watch football in America right now than anybody else in the 
league," Ebersol said. "His tough and direct manner made him someone who you 
just instantly had to respect. 

"You can say he was the father of 'Sunday Night Football.' It never would have 
happened without him." 



Pat Bowlen's contributions to NFL make 
him potential Hall of Famer 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
August 3, 2014 

It seems incomprehensible now, but it wasn't all that long ago when the NFL was in 
serious distress. 

It was the period from 1989-91, and the U.S. economy was mired in a deep 
recession. The NFL had just surpassed baseball as America's most popular sport, 
but barely — by 1 percent, according to a national poll. The NBA was reveling in an 
era that merged the Showtime Lakers, Larry Bird's Celtics and a young superstar 
named Michael Jordan. 

The TV networks claimed they were losing money from their NFL packages. And TV 
executives wanted a break. 

Longtime NFL broadcast committee chairman Art Modell was willing to keep the 
rights fee flat through a two-year extension, the idea being that the economy would 
rebound by the end of the contract. 

That's when Pat Bowlen stepped in to take control. 

The NFL is celebrating Pro Football Hall of Fame inductions this weekend in Canton, 
Ohio, the event occurring as the expansive Broncos fan base copes with the still 
fresh revelation that Bowlen relinquished control of his beloved Denver franchise as 
he deals with Alzheimer's disease. 

The end of such a profound era has brought tears, but it also revives reflection on 
the enormous impact Bowlen has had on the game. Broncos fans are well aware of 
his astonishing record. Less known in this region is what Bowlen did for the NFL. 

Counting his work not only with the Broncos, but in helping to greatly expand the 
overall revenue for the league through television, stadium and players union 
agreements, Bowlen clearly has been a Hall of Fame-caliber contributor. 

Tough, sometimes reticent, Bowlen by the late 1980s was not only the devoted and 
successful owner of the Broncos, he had become dedicated to advancing the 
interests of his league. 

"He was very hard initially to get inside," said Dick Ebersol, who had just become 
president of NBC Sports during this transitional period. "I believe that's how it was 



with all friendships with Mr. Bowlen. You had to earn your way in. He had to get a 
read on you and develop a sense of respect before he really came open." 

Bowlen and a young, ambitious owner named Jerry Jones conspired to put the 
kibosh on Modell's television contract proposal. They argued for what Jones called 
the "I Love Lucy" theory. 

Networks didn't make a profit showing "Lucy" reruns, but they received prestige 
and credibility. There was a price to be paid, even a debt, for that service. 

The networks would not get an extension on flattened rights fees. 

"Led by Pat and Jerry, the new guys on the block, they said, 'We believe the 
strength of football will always get stronger and stronger and stronger, and we will 
not give the networks a break," Ebersol said. "That was a huge deal." 

The NFL's TV contracts went from $473 million per year in 1989 to $900 million in 
1990. Then, in 1993, with Bowlen anchoring league negotiations, Fox became a 
partner and the NFL went from a large planet in the American sports solar system 
to its own galaxy. The next NFL television contract starting in 1998 soared to $2.2 
billion per year, then $3.1 billion in 2006 and starting this year through 2022, the 
NFL's 32 owners will split $5 billion per year in TV revenue. 

"What I admire the most about Pat was his future vision," Jones said. "He received 
some criticism within the ownership at that time. But he believed in where he saw 
this thing going." 

"Pat was the new transition" 

Bottom of Form 

From Labor Day to Dec. 19 of last year, 30 of the top 31 television shows were NFL 
games. Only the Macy's Thanksgiving parade broke through. 

"Pat and Jerry absolutely were the stewards of Fox coming into football," Ebersol 
said. "The Fox money reinvented the whole game. They were absolutely right. 
Football had a value that was never going to go down. It will go up no matter what 
the economy was doing. It was always going to go higher. 

"You can imagine as the years went by, how strong that made Pat." 

Bowlen's influence spread well beyond the TV negotiations, however. 

"There were four areas where the league was really transformed in the late '80s, 
early '90s," said Paul Tagliabue, who started his long run as NFL commissioner in 
1989. "Pat was the only owner who was heavily involved in all four areas. " 



Television was one. Another was mollifying the contentious relationship between 
team owners and players union leader Gene Upshaw into one of trust, respect and 
labor compromise. A third was the league's movement to new venues. The Broncos' 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High was at the forefront when it opened in 2001. A 
fourth was building the NFL brand globally. 

"I remember when they first started the American Bowl, Pat would raise his hand," 
said John Beake, the Broncos' general manager since Bowlen's first ownership 
season of 1984 through his final Super Bowl title season of 1998. "We went to 
(seven). He loved that. He loved taking the team over and expanding the game 
globally." 

From 1987-99, Bowlen brought his Broncos to play exhibition games in London, 
Tokyo (twice), Berlin, Barcelona, Mexico City and Sydney. 

There was a fifth criterion to meaningful NFL ownership during that transitional 
period, and it really was No. 1 — taking care of the franchise at home. 

By now, Broncos fans are well aware of the unprecedented 300-plus victories in 30 
seasons. No owner in the 300 club has a higher winning percentage. The six Super 
Bowl appearances. No owner has more. Two Super Bowl championships. 

Perhaps the most impressive accomplishment on Bowlen's résumé is that his 
Broncos suffered only five losing seasons during his 30 years. 

"No one knows that one better than me," said Jones, whose Dallas Cowboys won 
three Super Bowls in the 1990s but have been inconsistent ever since. "It shows 
you his management is able to put the team in place to win championships, but not 
at the cost of a major slide. That's the art of the deal right there. How do you 
position your team to be in it year in and year out, yet at the same time in our 
system not go completely to the bottom? He has shown us how to do that." 

Problem is, an owner's performance — his won-lost record — hasn't done much to 
sway the Hall of Fame selection committee. There are only 11 NFL owners who 
have been enshrined in the hallowed halls of Canton. Most were original owners in 
the NFL or American Football League. 

Only four have been immortalized in the past 42 years. The Pittsburgh Steelers' 
Dan Rooney is the only living Hall of Fame owner. He is 82. 

"The ones that are in there now are the founding fathers, the Maras and the 
Rooneys, that whole group," Beake said. "And they earned that. But Pat was the 
new transition." 



To their credit, the people running the Pro Football Hall of Fame have recognized 
the oversight. One reason owners might have been largely bypassed is their 
election would be at the exclusion of a modern-day player. 

Bowlen, who has never been afraid to speak out about what he perceives as an 
injustice regarding the limited number of Broncos in the Hall of Fame, would be 
appalled if he was elected at the expense of, say, Terrell Davis. 

"It's inevitable he gets in" 

Such an obstacle was removed Friday, though, when the Pro Football Hall of Fame 
board passed an amendment that will separate a "contributor" category from the 
group of modern-player candidates. 

Bowlen might not have needed the amendment to receive strong consideration for 
Hall of Fame induction. 

"I think it's inevitable he gets in," said ESPN's John Clayton, one of the 46 voting 
members of the Hall of Fame selection committee. "He's what you want for an 
owner. He has his priorities taken care of. He's always made his franchise the best 
possible. He never scrimped on money. He never scrimped on resources. He always 
created a classy organization. 

"So he's a winner on that front. His involvement in league issues is another big 
factor." 

Still, even with owners and contributors getting full future attention from the Hall of 
Fame selection committee, competition will be steep. Eddie DeBartolo Jr., the 
owner of the San Francisco 49ers during their dynasty from 1982-94, has been a 
three-time finalist. Tagliabue was another three-time finalist who deserves strong 
reconsideration. 

Voters fighting for DeBartolo, Tagliabue or longtime Dallas Cowboys executive Gil 
Brandt might say Bowlen lucked into success because he inherited a second-year 
quarterback named John Elway. 

Even after Elway retired, though, the Broncos have had only three losing seasons in 
15 years. And the Broncos were only part of Bowlen's contribution to the game. 

"Pat once told me: 'My full-time job is for this franchise at the league level,' " Jones 
said. " 'For me to do the best job for Denver is to do the best job for the league.' 
No one spent more time, no one in ownership spent more time on league matters 
than Pat Bowlen. 

"When you talk about league and you talk about contribution during these critical 
years and how we have evolved from where we were in television and how we were 



in stadium, what we were in all of it, Pat Bowlen spent that kind of time. That was 
not at the exclusion of Pat spending time leading the Broncos. 

"I do distinguish an owner that did change the course. Pat changed the course."  

Hall of Fame owners 

Owner, team Year inducted 

Curly Lambeau, Packers 1963 

George Halas, Bears 1963 

George Preston Marshall, Redskins 1963 

Tim Mara, Giants 1963 

Art Rooney, Steelers 1964 

Dan Reeves, Rams1967 

Charles Bidwell Sr., Cardinals 1967 

Lamar Hunt, Chiefs 1972 

Al Davis, Raiders 1992 

Wellington Mara, Giants 1997 

Dan Rooney, Steelers 2000 

Ralph Wilson Jr., Bills 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



John Elway on Pat Bowlen: "It will never 
be the same here" 
By Troy E. Renck 
The Denver Post 
July 23, 2014 

Even without his presence, Pat Bowlen remained present Wednesday as the 
Broncos held their annual training camp media barbecue. Bowlen stepped down as 
owner Wednesday, focusing on his battle with Alzheimer's disease, leaving an 
unmistakable void. 

General manager John Elway, who has known Bowlen for three decades, fought his 
emotions, pausing for several seconds as he discussed the team's transition without 
their successful leader. 

"It's a sad, sad day. From the inside out, it will never be the same here," Elway 
said. 

Bowlen ceded much of the daily operations to team president Joe Ellis over the last 
few seasons. However, Bowlen will no longer occupy his days at the team's Dove 
Valley headquarters. It was expected, but remains jarring nonetheless. 

"He has given me so much. It's going to be hard to walk through those doors and 
not see him," Elway said. 

Bowlen, 70, has placed his Broncos' ownership in the Pat Bowlen Trust. His desire is 
for one of his seven children "to earn the right to run the franchise someday," Ellis 
said. Bowlen ranks as one of the top owners in pro sports with Ellis, Elway and 
coach John Fox all stressing that Bowlen "absolutely" belongs in the Hall of Fame. 
Elway said his preference is for Bowlen's bust to be next to his in Canton, Ohio. 

The Broncos chose to reveal Bowlen's condition now for multiple reasons: the 
owner's absence at Dove Valley would create fair speculation about his health, 
creating the possibility the news would leak, and the team felt it owed it to the fans 
and the community to be open about the situation since the Broncos are "a public 
trust," Ellis said 

A former lawyer and real estate tycoon, Bowlen created a winning culture with the 
Broncos starting in his first season in 1984. He possessed the rare ability to preside 
over the team while empowering and trusting his football executives and players. 
Bowlen's first foray into football came in 1981 when he loaned money to the 



Montreal Alouettes owner, a friend of his. Bowlen never wanted to own a CFL team, 
and wisely passed an opportunity to run an USFL club.  

He yearned for a chance in the NFL, and pounced when cash-strapped Edgar Kaiser 
agreed to a $78-million price for the team. The Broncos have experienced just five 
losing seasons over the past 30 years, selling out every game and winning two 
Super Bowls. 

"We are going to do right by his family, the team and the community," said Ellis, 
struggling at times to find the right words to describe Bowlen's impact. "This is 
really hard. It doesn't change what we do. He loved running this team and was 
really good at it. ... We all wish Pat would walk through that door and do what he 
did so well. But he left us a blueprint that's easy to follow." 

  



Robert Kraft heaps praise on departing 
Pat Bowlen 
By Ben Volin 
The Boston Globe 
July 23, 2014 

Robert Kraft and Pat Bowlen were rivals on the football field over the past two 
decades, with the Patriots and Broncos dominating the AFC and reaching nine 
Super Bowls in that span. 

But Kraft has nothing but admiration for Bowlen as an owner who put the league’s 
interests ahead of his own and helped build the Broncos and the NFL into two 
powerful businesses in his 30 years leading the team.  

Bowlen, who turned 70 this year, announced Wednesday morning that he is 
relinquishing his ownership stake in the Broncos and resigning as CEO due to his 
battle with Alzheimer’s. Broncos president Joe Ellis, a Massachusetts native, will 
take over as CEO for now.  

Bowlen, who saved the Broncos from possible bankruptcy in 1984 when he 
purchased the team from Edgar Kaiser, was the fourth-longest tenured owner in the 
NFL. Bowlen was influential in shaping the NFL’s television contracts in the 1990s 
and was considered one of the most influential and respected owners in the league.  

“He was always a league guy first,” Kraft said by phone Wednesday morning. “He 
was a real solid partner, one that I respected and had a lot of fun with. Just a real 
good guy.” 

The Broncos reached six Super Bowls under Bowlen’s leadership, winning two, and 
sold out every home game under his watch (their sellout streak dates back to 
1970). 

 “I think over the 30 years he’s built an environment up there that I think everyone 
in the NFL would like to copy,” Kraft said. “He was not someone who drew a lot of 
attention to himself. He was just a very proud, passionate person.” 

Kraft, who came into the NFL in 1994, said he and Bowlen had a competitive but 
friendly relationship. 

 “They always had a sign outside the visiting locker room saying, ‘Altitude: 5,473 
feet’ or something,” Kraft said. “He always had this little smirk.” 



 “It was competitive but it was clean. He’s one of the few owners that before we 
played each other, we always had dinner the night before. We had a sense of we 
both wanted to win badly, but we had that collegial spirit.”  



As Pat Bowlen steps away, Broncos 
celebrate a man who shaped the NFL 
By Joan Niesen 
SI.com 
July 23, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo.—The man is measured in the pauses. There’s silence, and 
breathing, the gasps that delay the inevitable gulp, the gulp that precedes the 
unavoidable tears. 

He’s measured in the red that rose in Broncos president Joe Ellis’ cheeks as 
answering questions became harder and harder, as he apologized for speaking in 
the past tense about a man who’s still alive. 

The man is Pat Bowlen, and on Wednesday in Denver, the Broncos owner’s health 
overshadowed the opening of his team’s training camp -- just as it should have. 
The night before, Bowlen, 70, ceded control of his team after 30 years of ownership 
due to his battle with Alzheimer’s, a disease that took hold several years ago. 

In statements released early Wednesday, the Broncos and Bowlen’s wife, Annabel, 
acknowledged that a plan had been put in place years ago to address this very 
situation and that the family intends to keep the team under its control for the 
foreseeable future. Going forward, the Broncos will be held by the Pat Bowlen Trust, 
with Ellis in charge and the hope of one of Bowlen’s children eventually assuming 
their father’s role. 

That designation will usher in few, if any changes to the Broncos from a football or 
business perspective. Ellis’ day-to-day life will be no different, John Elway’s role as 
general manager will not change. But for the first time in three decades, Bowlen will 
no longer walk through the door of his team’s facility every morning, and this is the 
detail that brings grown men to tears.  

“He didn’t walk through the door this morning, and that’s hard for people,” Ellis 
said. “It’s really hard for his family. It’s really sad. Everybody will stand together at 
the Broncos and the family and the NFL and in this community.”  

"What a sad, sad day,” Elway said, later adding that he will lobby for Bowlen’s bust 
to stand next to his in Canton. “I can say that from the inside out, it will never be 
the same. 

"He has given me so much. It's going to be hard to walk through those doors and 
not see him.” 



In a world where Donald Sterling is the most talked about owner in sports, men like 
Bowlen seem almost alien. He’s a man whose photo dots Elway’s office, who’s 
known to employees affectionately as “Mr. B,” who brings a stadium to its feet after 
the 300th win of his tenure. It sounds like a sports fairy tale, and yet it’s all true, 
every bit of it. Even as Alzheimer’s took hold, Bowlen reported dutifully to the 
Broncos’ facility south of Denver each day. He suffered the frigid temperatures of 
Super Bowl week in New York to stand on the sidelines of Denver’s practices, and 
even if he was just a figurehead by then, it mattered.  

“Alzheimer’s has taken so much from Pat, but it will never take away his love for 
the Denver Broncos,” Annabel said in her statement. 

For years, speculation about Bowlen’s health has been a whisper in Denver and 
around the NFL. In 2009, Bowlen revealed to Denver Post columnist Woody Paige 
that he had been suffering from short-term memory loss. In the years that 
followed, his presence at the team’s facility and on the sidelines waned, and yet it 
never became a story. It was Bowlen’s battle, his silence, and Denver respected it.  

That respect was earned through two Super Bowl wins and six berths, through just 
five losing records in 30 seasons, through years of work on the NFL’s labor 
committee and broadcast committee. Bowlen is one of the men who helped shape 
the modern NFL, and sometimes it takes a day like Wednesday to remember and 
celebrate his contributions.  

But it wasn’t a day to eulogize. As much as Ellis, Elway and coach John Fox slipped 
into the past tense in their remarks, each tried to steer the focus to the present and 
the future. Bowlen leaves a structure and a legacy, and it’s still his team, in 
something more than name and less than practice. 

“The trustees are not owners,” Ellis said. “They are in charge of the trust. Pat 
Bowlen is the owner. I don’t know if that’s technically true or not -- I’m not a 
lawyer -- but that’s how I feel, and that’s how the family feels, and that’s how 
everybody at the Broncos feels.” 

And so life will go on, for the Broncos and for Bowlen and his family. Condolences 
have poured in from around the NFL, and they will continue, and then they will 
subside. Football will begin. Peyton Manning will again become the name of the 
day, and the Broncos will continue to do what they’ve done for the majority of the 
past 30 years: win.  

Asked whether Bowlen’s illness and his step back from the team would provide an 
added impetus to hoist the Lombardi Trophy this year, to win one for Mr. B, Elway 
was resolute. No. “We want to do it every season,” he said. “It’s the same amount 
of urgency that we always have each year going into it.” 



That’s just the kind of franchise Bowlen built. 

  



Lynch on Bowlen: He's the ultimate 
owner, in my mind 
By Sam Gardner 
FOXSports.com 
July 23, 2014 

The Denver Broncos announced Wednesday morning that owner Pat Bowlen will be 
stepping down, relinquishing control of the team he has run since 1984 to Broncos 
president Joe Ellis as Bowlen battles Alzheimer’s disease. 

The news of Bowlen’s declining health did not come as a surprise to those who 
knew him well, as well as some who didn’t, with reports dating as far as 2009 
indicating that Bowlen was struggling with memory loss. The official nature of 
Bowlen’s acknowledgement of the disease has been difficult to process for those 
nearest to the team. 

“It's a really, really sad day,” Ellis said in a statement to the Denver Post. “It's sad 
for his family, his wife and his seven children. It's sad for everyone in the 
organization. And it's sad for all the Bronco fans who know what Pat Bowlen meant 
to them as an owner. It's a day nobody wanted to see happen.” 

FOX NFL commentator John Lynch played for Bowlen for four seasons in Denver, 
and said that while it’s been difficult to see the owner’s health decline in recent 
years, he still anticipates that Bowlen’s influence will be felt every time the Broncos 
take the field. 

“I think Joe will do a tremendous job, and he’s worked with Mr. B for a long, long 
time,” Lynch said. “John Elway is the same way. For a lot of people, that season 
last year would have been a great season, but not for the Denver Broncos, because 
they really are all about one thing, and that’s winning world championships. They 
came close but fell short, and I think his impact will always be felt on that 
organization.” 

After spending 11 seasons in Tampa Bay, Lynch joined the Broncos as a free agent 
in 2004 and made the Pro Bowl at safety in each of his final four years. Lynch says 
Bowlen’s impact on the club and his dedication to winning were a large part of the 
reason he decided to sign with Denver. 

“He’s the ultimate owner in my mind,” Lynch said. “He, I just think, was the perfect 
mix -- someone who was passionate and clear in his vision for the franchise, which 
was to win world championships. And everything he did demonstrated that. 



“He walked the walk and it was so clear that that’s what his vision was. His 
philosophy was to hire really good people and let them do their jobs. He was there 
every day but he let people do their work and just was a support system, and, 
furthermore, was just an incredibly likable man.” 

Not surprisingly, Bowlen’s Broncos teams did win championships -- two of them, in 
back-to-back seasons in the mid-'90s -- and reached the Super Bowl a total of six 
times since Bowlen’s family bought the team for $78 million 30 years ago. A lot of 
the Broncos’ sustained success, Lynch believes, is directly tied to the way Bowlen 
treats the plays who work for him. 

“He was a constant presence,” Lynch said. “He wasn’t overbearing or meddling, but 
he was always there for you, and you knew the Denver Broncos organization was 
going to do things first class, do things right. A lot of (the team’s success) was 
because of the way he did things, and it permeates from the top. It trickles down, 
and he set a tremendous example.” 

The most recent Super Bowl appearance came in February, and though the Broncos 
lost to the Seattle Seahawks, that Denver was in it at all was a fitting tribute to 
Bowlen and his impact. 

“It means everything,” Lynch said. “I think every owner states that, ‘We’re about 
winning championships,’ but he means it. Everything he does -- there’s been a 
perfect synergy in bringing back John Elway because he knew John could bring 
them a championship again, or at least that was his hope. So I think having that 
opportunity to be there, that’s why he owns that team. That’s what he relishes, and 
I think it made him proud. 

“Obviously it didn’t end up the way he wanted or anyone else wanted, but I’m sure 
there was a tremendous amount of pride for Mr. B, and he’ll be watching (this year) 
and hopefully they get right back there and it’s a different turnout this time.” 

Lynch, himself, has experience dealing with Alzheimer’s, as he lost one of his 
grandfathers to the disease. One of the things he took away from that experience, 
he says, was the acceptance that some days will just be better than others and the 
ability to focus on the good days over the bad. 

“My wife and I and my family were skiing earlier this year and we ran into Mr. 
Bowlen, and his beautiful wife Annabel said he was really having one of his great 
days,” Lynch said. “He gets so excited when he sees one of his former players, and 
we just had a tremendous time. There are days that aren’t so good, too, but that 
day was a tremendous day, and it’s a memory that I’ll relish forever, along with 
many others.” 



And though the nature of the disease is such that those afflicted with it don’t tend 
to get better, Lynch says he’ll choose not to dwell on the diagnosis that is taking 
him away from the team he loves so much. 

“It’s a brutal disease because people who have so much to offer emotionally and 
intellectually -- you can see that the thoughts are there, but they just can’t express 
them, and it’s hard,” Lynch said. “It’s frustrating, particularly for a man like Mr. 
Bowlen who is so prideful of himself, and in great shape. 

“You don’t know why God gives you those challenges, but we had great years with 
my grandfather when he had Alzheimer’s for many, many years. And even though 
they lose some of their ability to communicate their thoughts, there’s still so much 
that they have to offer, and Mr. Bowlen is no different. 

“ ... It’s not a fun disease to watch someone who has so much aptitude and so 
much to offer -- you can see the frustration when I’ve been around him in recent 
times, when he tries to get thoughts out and can’t,” Lynch added. 

“But he’s still a joy to be around and is still an incredible person. The only thing 
now is he won’t be involved in the day-to-day operations, and that’s sad, but I 
choose to celebrate what a tremendous owner he’s been and what an impactful 
person he’s been for the Denver community, the state of Colorado and Broncos fans 
all over.” 

  



Broncos: Pat Bowlen, Colorado’s 
constant 
By Paul Klee 
The Colorado Springs Gazette 
July 23, 2014 
As a kid, you don’t always think about why things happen. We often just kind of 
accept them as facts of life. 

And so it goes for a kid growing up in Colorado. We didn’t wonder why the Broncos 
are almost always good; we just kind of figured those are the rules. Another NFL 
season, another good Broncos team. The same was true for me. Ten-year-old Paul 
didn’t wonder why the Broncos were almost always good. They just were. 

Coaches came and went. Players came and went. Steve Atwater, unfortunately, 
came and went. But now that we’ve been exposed to another few decades of the 
same, we are able to recognize the one constant. 

Pat Bowlen. 

With Bowlen as owner, the Broncos have more Super Bowl appearances (six) than 
they have losing seasons (five). Do you know what the Raiders, Chiefs or Chargers 
would give for that kind of record? Or the Bengals, Lions or Bills? Or the Seahawks? 
Or 90-something percent of the current NFL? 

That’s one reason why, as John Elway said, “This is a sad, sad day.” Colorado is 
losing one of its few remaining constants. With Bowlen resigning control of the 
Broncos due to his ongoing fight with Alzheimer’s, we are losing something we 
could always count on. 

You could always count on Bowlen’s Broncos. If not now, then next season.  

The news today wasn’t a surprise. Bowlen hasn’t been as visible in recent years, 
aside from a cameo at training camp or walking into Dove Valley with a family 
member. There was a basic understanding among a few every-day media that the 
news of his health would break when Bowlen and his family wanted it to break. 
Some things are bigger than getting the scoop, and a man’s privacy, in a case as 
severe as this, is one. 

I’m not an expert on Alzheimer’s, but my grandfather had some form of it, and it’s 
the worst. If there were one thing I could eradicate from the earth, it might be that.  

 “If you’ve had a relative afflicted by this disease,” Joe Ellis said this morning, “You 
know what that’s like.” 

It’s awful. When the news arrived with a thud, I thought about asking former 
Broncos for their thoughts on Bowlen’s legacy and their memories of playing for 
him. 



What he said to them. What he expected from them. What he meant to them. 

And I’m sure that will still happen. The 2014 season, in some way, shape or form, 
will be dedicated to Bowlen, whether than means a “Mr. B” patch on the jersey or a 
teary “This one’s for Pat” from Elway, if the Broncos win the Super Bowl. He will go 
in the Ring of Fame, sooner rather than later, and I’m told Bowlen will argue it, 
because he never wanted it to be about him. There will be other times to ask 
players for their thoughts on Bowlen. 

But right now those questions would be directed at the wrong people. With Bowlen, 
it has always been about someone else. It has always been about you, the fans. 

It has been about 16-year-old Mark Jansen struggling to play in a basketball game 
at Denver Christian High School the night the Broncos lost to the Jaguars in the 
playoffs. But Mark knew the Broncos would be really good again the next season, 
just because. They won the next two Super Bowls. 

It has been about Ryan Johnson watching the 2010 Broncos and wondering when 
the Josh McDaniels era would come to a merciful end. But Ryan knew it wouldn’t be 
long, just because. They fired McDaniels, and the next season began a streak of 
three consecutive playoff berths. 

It has been about Justin Neerhof leaving a Super Bowl party in February because 
watching a Broncos loss was too much to handle. But he knew the Broncos would 
be really good again next season, well, just because. 

By now we all know the just because. Just because they were Bowlen’s Broncos. 

“Pat Bowlen doesn’t hang banners for second,” Justin said. 

It’s true. If the Broncos weren’t in the Super Bowl hunt — not the playoff hunt, but 
the Super Bowl hunt — Bowlen wrote the necessary checks and made the 
necessary moves to put the Broncos back in that position. 

I don’t know Mr. Bowlen, other than a handshake in the locker room, or a head nod 
on the practice field. What I do know, what I lived as a Colorado kid and now as a 
Colorado writer, is what he stands for. So do you. He stands for the fans. 

It has always been about Mark and Ryan and Justin and you, more than anyone 
else. Bowlen always knew what the Broncos mean to Colorado and made certain 
that fans had what they wanted, whether it was a shiny new stadium, Peyton 
Manning at quarterback or a more comfortable setting to watch training camp. (The 
latter is happening now.) He made certain the right people are in charge as he 
exits, and Joe Ellis and John Elway are the right people to have in charge. 

Both men cried as they spoke about Bowlen today (above). 

“Pat wants to be the best at everything, and he wants to be the best the right way,” 
Ellis said. 



“I wouldn’t be anywhere close to where I am today if it wasn’t for Pat Bowlen,” 
Elway said. 

Neither would the Broncos. We never asked why the Broncos were almost always 
good, but now we’re old enough to know. It was because of the one constant, Pat 
Bowlen. 

  



Pat Bowlen was a true player's owner 
with Broncos 
By Lindsay H. Jones 
USA TODAY Sports 
July 23, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. – How many NFL owners would annually challenge his 
employees to a college football pick 'em pool? 

That's just one of the things that made Pat Bowlen, who resigned Wednesday as 
owner of the Broncos because of Alzheimer's disease, so unique, former Broncos 
safety John Lynch said – even if Bowlen's pick was predictable. 

"He always picked Oklahoma. So if Oklahoma was good, he was good," Lynch told 
USA TODAY Sports, laughing. "We just had a blast." 

Lynch met Bowlen years before he eventually signed with the Broncos, as both 
Lynch and Bowlen and their families crossed paths winter after winter while on ski 
vacations at Beaver Creek. When Mike Shanahan recruited Lynch to the Broncos as 
a free agent in 2004, Lynch's history with Bowlen – and Denver's proximity to his 
favorite ski resort – were among the reasons he chose the Broncos. 

Not long after Lynch signed his contract, Bowlen called him into his office. 

"I know you love it. But you're a member of the Denver Broncos. You don't ski 
anymore," Lynch recalled Bowlen saying. "I was like 'What?! That's part of the 
reason I signed here!' " 

Lynch kept him promise to Bowlen to stay off Colorado's ski slopes. (But not the 
ones in Montana. "I couldn't give it up," Lynch said, laughing.) 

Bowlen had that sort of personal relationship with likely hundreds of players, most 
of whom affectionately called him "Mr. B." in his three decades owning the Broncos. 
Though he let the coaches he hired coach, and the general managers he hired build 
the roster, Bowlen wanted to know his players. And they wanted to know him back. 

"Players wanted him to be around," general manager John Elway said. "He was 
down at practice, and he was at training camp. He was one of those, and as a 
player, you love to see your owner on the field and around, because then you know 
it means a lot to him. " 

Nothing meant more to Elway than when Bowlen handed him the Lombardi Trophy, 
with the words, "This one's for John," after the Broncos won their first Super Bowl 



championship in January 1998. Elway made a wisecrack Wednesday that he was 
shocked to receive Bowlen's praise because, "heck, I only threw for 130 yards," he 
said, yet to both men, the moment was bigger than just that one day. Elway was in 
his second year when Bowlen bought the team in 1984, and together they had 
endured three previous Super Bowl losses. 

"It was probably the most humbling, thrilled feeling I've ever had in my life, when 
we were finally able to win that championship, and Pat handed me that trophy," 
Elway said. "There will never be a more special time in my career than when he 
said that." 

But it wasn't just the major moments that endeared Bowlen to his players. 

Former Broncos quarterback Jake Plummer told USA TODAY Sports he always felt 
like Bowlen was listening to players, and that he was responsive to even the most 
minor requests. When players asked for televisions in the locker room so they could 
watch sports in their down time, days later Bowlen had them installed. When 
players complained that there was no place to eat at the facility while players were 
there for offseason workouts, Bowlen had a cafeteria built. 

It wasn't uncommon, Plummer said, for Bowlen to join players for lunch in that 
cafeteria, or for Bowlen to be working in the gym alongside side them. 

"It was awesome playing for an owner that really cared about the players, first and 
foremost," Plummer said. "Playing with the Arizona Cardinals and then coming to 
the Broncos, it was just a totally different mentality from the owner. Everything he 
did was about the players. He wanted us to be as comfortable as possible and as 
little to think about as possible so we could think about what we were there to do, 
and that was to play football." 

Plummer's football tenure with the Broncos ended poorly, benched by Mike 
Shanahan 2006 for rookie Jay Cutler, and he spent several years disconnected from 
the franchise after retiring and moving to Idaho. That changed two years ago when 
Bowlen invited Plummer to visit the team facility and watch the 2012 season opener 
against Pittsburgh in Bowlen's private suite at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 

"It wasn't his call, and that's another reason why he's a great owner. He lets his 
football people, whether it's the head coach or GM, make those kind of decisions. I 
knew that he respected me and I knew there was never anything I did wrong for 
him to have a reason to dislike me as a player," Plummer said. "He welcomed me 
with open arms, and not just me, everyone who played in a Bronco uniform. He 
loves it. He said he lives for that, to see his old players come back through those 
doors and rekindle that feeling you had when you were playing." 



Pat Bowlen’s legacy goes beyond 
the championships 
By Lindsay H. Jones 
USA TODAY Sports 
July 23, 2014 

DENVER – Sixteen years ago, Pat Bowlen said the most famous four words in 
Denver sports history: This one’s for John. 

On that January night in 1998, when Bowlen handed the Lombardi Trophy to 
quarterback John Elway, it was the greatest moment in franchise history. There 
would be another Super Bowl win a year later, another chance for Bowlen and 
Elway to hold that trophy, yet This One’s For John will remain the iconic memory of 
Bowlen, who owned the team from 1984 through this week, when he formally 
resigned as owner of the team because he is suffering from Alzheimer’s Disease. 

Bowlen, who ceded day-to-day operations to team president Joe Ellis in 2011, has 
placed his ownership stake into the Pat Bowlen Trust. The Bowlen family and the 
Broncos made it clear in statements released Wednesday morning that the team 
will not be sold. 

Yet Bowlen’s legacy in Denver is far greater than those championship moments. 
Bowlen, for much of his tenure with the team, was a hands-on owner, and “Mr. B.” 
– as he was known by everyone in the building — was beloved by the players and 
employees who worked for him. 

Even in recent years, as it became clear to anyone who saw him that his health was 
deteriorating, Bowlen was a fixture at Dove Valley. He showed up for work each 
day, he would amble onto the field to watch practice, and he’d frequently be 
spotted walking through the parking lot in gym clothes for his daily workout. 
Bowlen, even as his mind was beginning to fail, was an athlete – a former Ironman 
triathlete and marathoner. 

My earliest memories of Bowlen are likely the same as other Coloradoans in my 
generation – kids who grew up watching Elway and the Three Amigos and Karl 
Mecklenberg. We remember Bowlen, in a fur coat, stalking the sidelines of playoff 
games in the late 1980s. He was early in his ownership then. It was before he grew 
into one of the most respected owners in pro sports through his leadership roles on 
the NFL’s broadcast and labor committees and his team’s tradition of winning. In 
three decades, Bowlen’s teams won more than 300 games, along with 11 AFC West 
titles, six AFC Championships and the two Super Bowls. 



Bowlen spent money when he felt it was necessary, and made tough decisions 
when he felt he had to as well. 

Perhaps the most difficult decision came in 2008, at the end of my first season 
covering the team, when he fired head coach Mike Shanahan, whom Bowlen had 
once called the team’s “coach for life.” Shanahan’s firing came after an 8-8 season, 
and a third season in a row out of the playoffs. The day after the firing, the men 
who shared the Super Bowl wins shared an interview podium at a joint press 
conference, a rare sight but an indication of just how much Shanahan respected 
Bowlen, even after the firing. 

Bowlen and the Broncos chose to hire Josh McDaniels, but quickly moved to fire him 
– Bowlen’s fourth firing – less than two years later when it was clear to both Bowlen 
and Ellis that they had made a mistake. Before Bowlen gave Ellis the title of team 
president, he made one final major personnel decision. 

Bowlen had once handed Elway the Lombardi Trophy, and now he gave Elway 
control of his team. 

Last January, Bowlen was on the field at Sports Authority Field at Mile High – a 
stadium he built (with taxpayer help) in 2001 – to share in another AFC 
Championship. He stood on stage, surrounded by swirling confetti, and held 
another trophy. He beamed. 

Bowlen never got to win another Super Bowl, but as the Broncos report to training 
camp today, I expect we’ll hear the same refrain. This year, the team wants to win 
it for Mr. B. 

  



Once Again, Bowlen's Leadership Evident 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
July 23, 2014 

Leadership is not about micromanagement, pushing others aside and doing 
everything. Nor is it about sitting on a throne and issuing edicts. Leadership is 
about empowering others and setting an example to follow. 

As the Broncos' owner and chief executive officer, Pat Bowlen did that for three 
decades. Even as he grappled with Alzheimer's disease in recent years, he led with 
a strong, dignified presence. As always, he was visible on the practice field and the 
sideline, but not overbearing; he let the people he entrusted with football and 
business operations do what they do best. 

As Bowlen steps away from day-to-day stewardship of the Broncos, he offers 
another example in leadership: how to walk away while leaving behind an 
organization that is exponentially greater than the one he purchased. This should 
come as no surprise; Bowlen has always understood the various tenets of 
leadership, and how to get results at every step. 

He's always known leadership is about giving credit where it is due. Sixteen years 
ago, he stood on a podium at San Diego's Qualcomm Stadium, held aloft the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy and said, "This one's for John." In four words, Bowlen offered a 
deep, sincere appreciation for a member of his organization who was empowered to 
help lead the way to victory. 

A year later, on the other side of the continent, Bowlen received his second 
Lombardi Trophy, and saluted the fans whose support made the on- and off-field 
success of the organization possible, "This one's for you!" The supporters have been 
vital to the organization since two decades before Bowlen became the Broncos' 
owner in 1984. He had become the fans' leader, too -- and a great leader always 
knows how to take care of the individuals who make collective success possible. 

Bowlen's ownership was defined by the results that grew from his leadership; no 
owner ever got to 300 wins faster. His leadership often came by example, as the 
long-time triathlon competitor kept a schedule as rigorous in its own way as the 
Ironman itself. 

That's why if you drove by Dove Valley late at night in the 1990's and 2000's, you'd 
often see lights ablaze in the big office overlooking the practice fields. For other 
staffers working through the late-night hours, it was no surprise to see Bowlen 



there, hard at work, as was the case after 10 p.m. one March Sunday several years 
ago. 

Work for Bowlen has always been more than just running the Broncos, and this 
evening was no exception. The NFL owners' meetings, where Bowlen had myriad 
responsibilities, were quickly approaching. His work at these meetings defined his 
legacy as much as his duties at Dove Valley: chairmanship of the NFL Management 
Council Executive Committee, former chairmanship of the Broadcasting Committee 
and work on various other owners' committees, including the one that oversaw the 
creation of the NFL Network. 

His contributions in these realms were colossal. The NFL's television revenues have 
soared, a reflection of how it used television to grow its prominence on the 
American social and cultural landscape. The league has not lost a regular-season 
game to labor strife in nearly 27 years, more than seven years longer than any 
other major professional sport. 

He leaves the NFL in a far better place than he found it 30 years ago. His vision and 
experience helped the league prepare for its future. Thus, it is no surprise that his 
one of his last -- and most enduring --  contributions to the Broncos is the creation 
of the Pat Bowlen Trust, a group of non-family trustees that assures the club's 
stability for the future and was part of Bowlen's succession plan to continue family 
ownership of the team. 

When you think of some of the NFL's most stable franchises, you think of families, 
enduring through generations. The Rooneys in Pittsburgh. The Maras with the New 
York Giants. The Halases and McCaskeys in Chicago. Family ownership is a common 
thread of such flagship organizations. And in these cases, the family business is 
football. The trust provides the best chance of assuring that future for the Broncos. 

"Although we wish Pat were in better health, he developed a plan many years ago 
for the continuation of his values with the hope of keeping the Broncos in the 
Bowlen family," Bowlen's wife, Annabel, said in a statement. "I know that his goals 
will be effectively implemented by Joe Ellis, who has worked with Pat for nearly his 
entire ownership of the Broncos." 

Ellis was on the staff when Bowlen bought the Broncos. In the three decades since, 
Bowlen has been his mentor. The depth of Bowlen's trust was revealed when Ellis 
represented the team at the league's ownership meetings this year. He learned how 
Bowlen ran an organization, how he conducted business, and is now crucial to 
making Bowlen's contribution an enduring one. 

That reveals Bowlen's final gift to the Broncos and their fans before focusing on his 
battle with Alzheimer's: the structure for a graceful, smooth transition. No power 



struggles. No internal tugs-of-war for influence. The Broncos will be run tomorrow 
as they were the day before. The lofty expectations that have defined a 30-year run 
that included two world championships, six conference titles, 11 AFC West crowns 
and 16 playoff appearances will remain unchanged -- as will the ability to commit 
the financial resources to meet those expectations. 

Nevertheless, this moment is one of profound sadness for the Broncos, Bowlen, his 
family, and friends. The notion of him leaving an everyday role once seemed 
unfathomable. For many fans, he is the only owner they've ever known. This is a 
man who often said he would be carried out of Dove Valley "in a pine box." 

Circumstances changed that. Alzheimer's disease changed that. But on a team and 
league level, Bowlen has long been prepared for the unexpected. Like the best of 
his coaches, he always has a game plan -- and trust in the people to execute it. 
They have a difficult task, but they have the faith of Bowlen, even if they will no 
longer have his daily presence at the office. 

His focus now must be on his health and the challenges posed by Alzheimer's. No 
one is better equipped to handle this struggle than Bowlen, who has tackled as 
many challenges in the physical fitness arena as he did in business -- and 
succeeded without fail. The philosophy he set for the Broncos was simple: "to be 
No. 1 in everything." Now the former triathlete will focus on being No. 1 in fighting 
a disease that affects one out of every nine people 65 or older. 

As he steps away, the organization he leaves behind is in secure hands, just as it 
has been since the day he first walked into the Logan Street headquarters on 
Denver's north side. He will continue to lead, but in a different way, now -- by 
example to the millions who struggle, directly or indirectly, with Alzheimer's. 

His leadership is now defined by courage and resilience. It is equal to anything from 
the last 30 years. 

And it is another line in a lengthy legacy that is still being written.  



Pat Bowlen resigns control of Denver 
Broncos, acknowledges he is dealing 
with Alzheimer's disease 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
July 23, 2014 

Pat Bowlen, one of the most iconic owners in NFL history who helped guide the 
Broncos to six Super Bowl appearances and two world championships in his 30 
years as owner, is relinquishing control of the team as he acknowledges he is 
dealing with Alzheimer's disease. 

Team president Joe Ellis will assume control of the Broncos as Bowlen focuses on 
his health. 

"It's a really, really sad day," Ellis said. "It's sad for his family, his wife and his 
seven children. It's sad for everyone in the organization. And it's sad for all the 
Bronco fans who know what Pat Bowlen meant to them as an owner. It's a day 
nobody wanted to see happen." 

Bowlen, 70, has placed his Broncos' ownership in the Pat Bowlen Trust that is 
controlled by non-family members. Final-say authority with the team is held by 
Ellis. 

Bowlen's long-term goal is for one of his seven children to run the team when 
they're ready. To be clear, the Broncos will not be put up for sale. 

A statement by the Broncos to The Denver Post said the trust was set up by Bowlen 
more than a decade ago as part of his long-stated desire to keep team ownership in 
his family. 

Bowlen had first revealed to The Denver Post in May 2009 that he was experiencing 
short-term memory loss. Bowlen, his family and the team on Tuesday 
acknowledged for the first time that his condition had developed into Alzheimer's, a 
brain condition that worsens as it progresses and currently has no cure. "As many 
in the Denver community and around the National Football League have speculated, 
my husband, Pat, has very bravely and quietly battled Alzheimer's disease for the 
last few years," Annabel Bowlen said in a statement. "He has elected to keep his 
condition private because he has strongly believed, and often said, 'It's not about 
me.' 



"Pat has always wanted the focus to be solely on the Denver Broncos and the great 
fans who have supported this team with such passion during his 30 years as owner. 
My family is deeply saddened that Pat's health no longer allows him to oversee the 
Broncos, which has led to this public acknowledgment of such a personal health 
condition." 

According to the Alzheimer's Association, more than 5 million Americans are living 
with the disease and it is the sixth-leading cause of death. Bowlen lost his mother, 
Arvella, after a lengthy battle with Alzheimer's, in 2006.  

Mr. B's leadership 

"This is a sad day for the NFL," commissioner Roger Goodell said in a statement to 
The Denver Post. "Pat Bowlen's leadership has been critical to the success of the 
Broncos and the entire NFL. From building a championship team that is a pillar of 
the community to his important work for the league on television and labor 
matters, Pat's love of the game drove him and we have all benefited from his 
passion and wisdom. But the time has come for Pat to focus on his health and we 
fully support him. Joe Ellis has been a trusted executive for Pat for many years 
after working with us at the league office. Joe's deep experience ensures that the 
Broncos will continue to have strong leadership." 

Although the revelation of Bowlen's condition is an emotional blow to the Broncos' 
franchise, business in many respects will continue as usual. Bowlen already had 
removed himself from the team's day-to-day operations in 2011 after he promoted 
Ellis, his longtime right-hand man, to president. 

One of Bowlen's most significant decisions before stepping back was working 
alongside Ellis in reshaping the Broncos' football operations department in 2011. 
Together, Bowlen and Ellis hired legendary quarterback John Elway to run the 
football operations department. Elway then hired John Fox to succeed Josh 
McDaniels as coach. 

With Ellis overseeing the club's day-to-day operations and Elway running the 
football department, the Broncos have won three AFC West Division titles and 
reached no less than the Elite Eight of the NFL playoffs in each of their three 
seasons. 

After signing free-agent Peyton Manning in 2012 to become their quarterback, the 
Broncos have gone 13-3 in each of their past two seasons and last season won two 
AFC home playoff games at Sports Authority Field at Mile High to reach their 
seventh Super Bowl, sixth under Bowlen. 

To be sure, the past three seasons have been a remarkable rebound from the low 
point in the Bowlen era, which was a 4-12 season in 2010. 



"No one fills Pat Bowlen's shoes," Ellis said. "Everybody in this organization — John 
Elway, John Fox, the players, all the Broncos' employees, we understand what Mr. 
Bowlen's goals and objectives are and it's our obligation to fulfill them. 

"Not only is he firm in his commitment to winning, he also wants to make sure 
people in his organization do things the right way, and sometimes that's not always 
the case. But when he saw mistakes, even if they were his own, he recognized 
them and corrected them quickly. That's the standard he set. It was clearly defined. 
It's easy to see and it's so easy for all of us to follow. That's what we're going to do 
in the future." 

For the better part of three decades at Broncos' headquarters, Bowlen was 
affectionately known by his players, executives and employees as "Mr. B." He was 
the type of owner who struck that delicate balance between being in the office 
every day and making the tough decisions when he had to, but also letting the 
people he hired do their jobs. 

By any measure, Bowlen has been one of the most successful owners in all of 
sports.  

Looking forward 

Bowlen was 40 in 1984 when he and his siblings bought the Broncos from Edgar 
Kaiser for $78 million. Forbes recently listed the Broncos' value at $1.16 billion, 
although that might now be a low estimate considering the NBA's Los Angeles 
Clippers were recently tentatively sold for $2 billion. 

Last year, Bowlen became the first NFL owner to reach 300 career victories by his 
30th season. The Broncos won the AFC championship in the 1986, '87 and '89 
seasons with Dan Reeves as coach, 1997 and '98 seasons under Mike Shanahan, 
and the 2013 season with Fox as coach. 

They won back-to-back Super Bowls with Elway at quarterback in 1997 and 1998. 

Perhaps the most astonishing feat during the Bowlen era is that the Broncos had 
only five losing seasons during his 30 years. Compare that to the Detroit Lions, who 
have posted losing records in 12 of their past 13 seasons, or the Oakland Raiders, 
who have nine losing seasons and two 8-8 records in their past 11. 

"The reason Mr. B has been so successful is he put all his resources, his passion, his 
energy into winning," Ellis said. "He's a modest, kind, humble guy but you will not 
meet a more competitive man." 

Although he was born in Wisconsin and attended college at the University of 
Oklahoma, Bowlen had roots in Canada, and it took a while for the Denver region to 



warm up to the outsider. Shy by nature, Bowlen was initially perceived as aloof by 
the Denver region and his image wasn't helped when he was seen wearing a fur 
coat on the sidelines early in his ownership tenure. 

But Bowlen put away the fur coat after "The Drive" game in Cleveland in January 
1987 and in time became one of the NFL's most respected and beloved owners. And 
productive. 

Besides his work with the Broncos, Bowlen was co-chairman of the NFL's labor 
committee for 10 years and also chaired the broadcasting and NFL Network 
committees. In the NFL fiscal year from April 1, 2013, to March 31, 2014, the 32 
NFL teams split $6 billion in national revenue largely built on network TV contracts. 

His work largely done, Bowlen had not been active on the league committees in 
recent years and it was Ellis who represented the Broncos at the 2014 owners 
meetings in March. 

Ellis, 56, worked three years with the Broncos from 1983-85, spent nine years in 
the NFL office, where he worked alongside Roger Goodell, now commissioner, 
among others, then returned to Denver, where he has spent the past 17 years with 
the Broncos. 

Going forward, Ellis will add Broncos CEO — which had been Bowlen's role since he 
purchased the team in March 1984 - to his title as team president. 

Ellis and Elway will continue to head the franchise in 2014, but Bowlen told The 
Denver Post in his last wide-ranging public interview, in August: "If something were 
to happen to me, I've already made this clear, this team is going to stay in the 
Bowlen family no matter what. It's a great asset. And it's a lot of fun if you do it 
right." 

Bowlen has five children with his wife Annabel — Patrick, John, Brittany, Annabel 
and Christianna. Patrick and John are Broncos employees, and Brittany works in the 
league office. 

Bowlen also has two children — Beth, who also works for the team, and Amie — 
from a previous marriage. 

"Now is not the time to talk about the kids individually or collectively," Ellis said. 
"This is really hard for them. It's a very difficult time for Annabel and the children. 
They've been given an overview of the future, but their focus is on their father's 
health and care. They have great sadness that he won't be around to do what he 
did so well for 30 years. Out of respect for those kids and Annabel, now is not the 
time to speculate what the future holds." 



Challenging as the Broncos' ownership situation might appear, it is not 
unprecedented. San Diego Chargers owner Alex Spanos announced in 2008 that he 
was suffering from a severe form of dementia. The team has long been run by his 
son Dean, who serves as Chargers' president and CEO. 

Bowlen long ago got his affairs in order so the Broncos could carry on. 

"The future is in good shape," Ellis said. "We have great people working in the 
football area. We have great people working in the business area. They're 
committed to our fans, the mission that Pat Bowlen has put in front of us. We want 
to carry that out on his behalf and on behalf of the fans and the family." 

  



Kiszla: Broncos owner Pat Bowlen always  
"got it” 
By Mark Kiszla 
The Denver Post 
July 23, 2014 
In a city whose heart bleeds orange, you can't spell Broncos without Mr. B. 

So pardon us for feeling a melancholy shade of blue as Alzheimer's disease forces 
Pat Bowlen to relinquish power in day-to-day operations of the NFL team that has 
done Denver proud during three decades of his ownership. 

For the past 30 years, Bowlen expected the Broncos to win the Super Bowl every 
season. And so did the rest of us. 

Mr. B's primary cause had a profound effect: Nothing less than a championship was 
good enough for every player in the locker room, every ticket-holder in the stadium 
and every family room that shook with Rocky Mountain thunder whenever Denver 
crossed the goal line. 

As Bowlen walks away at age 70 to wage a fight against a disease that can rob 
even the strongest man from his fondest memories, the urgency to win a 
championship increases with each step that Mr. B takes. If time can run out on the 
reign of a legendary NFL owner, then nothing lasts forever. 

The clock ticks louder on a team built to win now. Nobody knows how many 
touchdown passes remain in the arm of quarterback Peyton Manning or exactly how 
many more playoff runs Mr. B will enjoy. 

Nearly a year ago, as the Broncos embarked on a championship quest that fell one 
victory short against Seattle in the Super Bowl, Bowlen told The Denver Post he is 
the franchise owner, but the real power resides in heart of Broncomaniacs, who 
view winning football as a birthright. "This is their team. It's not my team," Bowlen 
said. 

Mr. B gets it: A sports franchise is far more than a rich boy's toy. For better or 
worse, the Broncos have become one of Denver's leading reasons to brag ... or cry. 
From coast to coast, the Broncos stand somewhere between Chipotle burritos and 
snow on Mount Evans as symbols of the region. 

On the night in 1984 when word began to spread the Broncos were on the verge of 
being saved from bankruptcy by the son of a Canadian oil baron, the quarters in my 
pocket jingled as I ran from the apartment of a newspaper colleague to contact 
league sources on a pay phone at a convenience store. Times change. Thirty years 
later on a summer afternoon, as I pumped gas at a convenience store, word came 



through my car's speakerphone that Bowlen was stepping away from a team now 
worth more than $1 billion. 

Any NFL investor can get rich. Great owners, however, do far more than count their 
money. While the Orange Crush bestowed an identity on the lost time zone and 
John Elway gave Denver those good championship vibrations, it was Bowlen who 
insisted the Broncos brand must always stand for excellence. 

This is not to confuse the simple X's and O's of football with intricacies of computer 
science. But just as Steve Jobs put the shine on Apple, the Broncos were Mr. B. 

Anybody paying close attention, however, suspected this end was near. After the 
Broncos beat New England to win the AFC title, Bowlen was a ghost of the brash 
owner who had paraded the sideline after big victories in the old days while wearing 
a fur coat. 

"This one's Super," said Bowlen in January, as Denver punched its ticket for the 
sixth NFL championship game of the owner's reign. Handlers kept close watch on 
Bowlen, treating him as delicately as a Fabergè egg, then whisked him to an idling 
vehicle spitting smoke from its exhaust pipes. It was time for Mr. B to go home. 

When Elway returned in January 2011 as the front-office executive entrusted with 
restoring glory to a team that had lost its way, he came back as the dutiful, favorite 
son of Bowlen. 

Whether that same sense of family purpose can be maintained as a new ownership 
structure shakes out? It remains to be seen. 

For every Dan Rooney who does his father proud by preserving the Steelers as a 
civic treasure in Pittsburgh, there are a Jeanie and Jim Buss who turn the Los 
Angeles Lakers into something more closely resembling a family feud. 

The Broncos will certainly strive to be a winning organization for the next 30 years. 
But it would be foolish to take excellence as a guarantee in the absence of Mr. B. 

Bowlen bridged the gap between the old guard that loved football like a mom-and-
pop business and football czars who made the NFL shield one of the most profitable 
and powerful icons in the sporting world. 

William Clay Ford, the last surviving grandson of the Model T's creator, left this 
earth as owner of the Detroit Lions in March. A few days later, NFL leaders grieved 
again when Ralph Wilson of Buffalo died at age 95. During the upcoming season, 
the Bills will pay their respects by wearing a uniform patch saluting their departed 
owner. 

One of these years, if there is any justice, the league will honor Bowlen by 
inducting him in the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 



The time is ripe for the Broncos to do something even better in recognition of 
everything Bowlen has done for a city where Broncomania has become a near-
religious experience: 

On the night of Feb. 1, 2015, with the turf in the Super Bowl stadium blanketed in 
blue and orange confetti, wouldn't it be cool if Elway handed the Vince Lombardi 
Trophy to Mr. B? 



Paige: Pat Bowlen is one of Colorado's 
most important sports figures 
By Woody Paige 
The Denver Post 
July 23, 2014 

This one's for Pat. 

After his birth 70 years ago as the son of a Canadian wildcatter and a steadfast 
Wisconsinite, Patrick Dennis Bowlen never stopped skating, swimming, skiing, 
biking, hiking, competing and running.  

He ran as a youngster so he could play football and hockey. He ran the 440 in track 
in high school. He ran wind sprints and pass routes trying to make the University of 
Oklahoma football team. In his 20s, Pat ran his own law firm. He later would run 
several of his father's businesses, then run an independent oil and gas and natural 
resource company he started. He passionately ran hundreds of miles a week. He 
ran the New York City Marathon in 3 hours, 3 minutes. He ran, biked and swam in 
two Ironman events on the Big Island of Hawaii and finished 137th, then 135th out 
of a thousand entries, the majority half his age. 

Then before stepping down as owner Tuesday because of his battle with Alzheimer's 
disease, he ran the Denver Broncos for 30 years to six Super Bowls and 307 
victories with only five losing seasons. He ran the franchise to two Super Bowl 
championships and the pinnacle of prestige, pride and power in the National 
Football League. He ran the campaign to get, and help fund, a new stadium for 
Denver. He ran first in the race to keep John Elway in Denver as a quarterback and 
make him the highest-paid player in the NFL, to bring Elway back to the 
organization as the chief of football operations and the effort to bring Peyton 
Manning to Denver. 

Bowlen admitted he committed errors in three decades, but it was not for the lack 
of committing his financial resources and football wherewithal to the Broncos. He 
has been the owner, and he has been the No. 1 fan. While he has been running the 
franchise, the Broncos have reached the postseason 16 times in 30 seasons. 
Compare that deed to other owners in every professional sport in every city. 

He was not ever standing Pat. 

The legacy and level of triumph for the longest-running owner, executive, coach 
and player in Colorado history have been established and probably never will be 
duplicated. 



Pat has proved himself. 

Mr. B must be included among the half dozen most iconic figures in the history of 
Colorado sports. 

Pat Bowlen the Denver sports megastar has earned the right to slow down and 
enjoy life. 

Of all his accomplishments and actions, this one for Pat is the most courageous and 
difficult, and could have the most impact and influence. 

More than 5 million people in this country, and approximately 30 million around the 
globe, suffer from Alzheimer's, and 50,000 annually die in North America from 
complications of the disease. 

Pat is acknowledging publicly that he has Alzheimer's, and he no longer will serve 
as the CEO of the Broncos. 

The Broncos' owner always said he wouldn't give up ownership of the team: "I will 
die with my boots on." 

Bowlen is not dying, but he still wears his cowboy boots, and he has much left to 
achieve. Pat and his wife, Annabel, have raised millions for charities and nonprofits, 
and he has been a creative force in the mushroomed development of the NFL. With 
his creativity and wealth of knowledge, Pat always will be of service to the Broncos, 
Denver and pro football. 

In May of 2009, during a lengthy state-of-the-Broncos interview with Pat when the 
team was in a bad state, I asked, "How is your health?" The candid Broncos owner 
blurted out (as he has been prone to do): "Physically, I'm great. But I have short-
term memory loss." 

I'm two years younger than Bowlen. I said, "We all do, Pat." 

He hesitated, then added, "But I don't remember much about the (two) Super Bowl 
wins." 

I was shocked. So were most who read his comments. 

Bowlen was a fitness freak who ran laps while the Broncos practiced. He was sharp 
as a steak knife. He was feisty as a junkyard dog. When Elway returned, I asked 
Bowlen if he could envision a third Vince Lombardi Trophy in the team's 
headquarters. 

Bowlen used an expletive before declaring, "We're going back to the top." But our 
conversations the past three years after games on the road and during the 



offseason didn't have the same old Bowlen zing and zest. This was an owner who 
once wore a fur coat on the sideline at the end of a game and had no ctrl-alt-delete 
on his tongue. 

Truthfully, Bowlen was somewhat introverted when he arrived in Denver, uncertain 
how he would be accepted after he and his family (two brothers, a sister and his 
mother) purchased the majority of the team's ownership from fellow Canadian 
Edgar Kaiser Jr., not a popular person in Colorado. 

But Bowlen got comfortable in his western boots and his skin. And Pat brought his 
mother, Arvella, to Denver. She lived across Cheesman Park from me and was a 
hoot. And, unknown to most, it was the Arvella Bowlen Trust that really owned the 
Broncos. She lived to 90 but had some memory problems, and Pat always was 
fearful that he eventually might have similar issues. 

He did. 

In 2011, Bowlen turned most of the day-to-day business leadership to trusted 
longtime lieutenant Joe Ellis and the football operation to Elway. But Bowlen always 
has reported first thing each morning to Dove Valley and met with both Ellis and 
Elway. And no decisions, from the Manning signing, to the Tim Tebow trade, to the 
$100 million spending sprees for free agents, were made without Bowlen's 
approval. 

When Jim Saccomano, the Broncos' venerable media relations guru, asked Bowlen 
what he wanted to add to his biography in the annual guide, Bowlen said, "I want 
to be No. 1 in everything." 

He was, at last, at Super Bowl XXXII. When Bowlen was handed the trophy, he 
could have pontificated, and mentioned that the victory over the Green Bay Packers 
was particularly meaningful to him. In 1944, Paul and Arvella Bowlen, who were 
living in Alberta, while Paul attempted to find wet, not dry, wells. Arvella learned 
she was pregnant and told Paul she was going home to Prairie du Chien, Wis. 
(population 6,000), to have the baby. Later, young Pat would return from Canada 
to school in Wisconsin and grew up as a Packers fan. 

Instead, after the Super Bowl, Pat said simply, "This one's for John." 

Pat Bowlen also has failed to tell people that he once loaned the owner of the 
Montreal Alouettes' Canadian Football League team $1.5 million to finish the 
season. And he turned down offers to own teams in the CFL and the defunct United 
States Football League because he wanted to own an NFL team. 



Kaiser and Bowlen were members of the same Catholic church, and Bowlen said 
one Sunday, "Edgar, if you ever decide to sell the Broncos, I hope you'll give me a 
call." 

Bowlen owning the Broncos is the best thing that ever happened to Denver 
professional sports. How many contractual problems have the Broncos had? None, 
really. Cheap? No. Losers? Rarely. Sure, they've lost Super Bowls, but they 
certainly have been to a lot of them. There have been some who didn't like Bowlen 
the owner or Bowlen the man, but there is no one who can deny that while the 
Broncos are the soul of the city, Bowlen has been in the 1980s, 1990s, 2000s and 
2010s the real beating heart of the Broncos. 

A wide receiver in high school, Pat went off to Oklahoma (his dad's school) and was 
a walk-on for the football team. 

"I found out right away I wasn't good enough," he told me. 

He didn't play in a college or a professional game, but Bowlen belongs in the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame because of what his team has done and what he did as the 
head of the league's television committee that secured billion-dollar contracts from 
the network. 

And Pat belongs in our hearts today. 

There have been rumors and speculation the past few years. But there are reasons 
and rationales for privacy that anyone who has been touched by Alzheimer's should 
understand. 

Last year an audience of 2,200 showed up for the Mizel Institute award for 
community enrichment given to Pat Bowlen. At the end, he stood on the stage in 
the middle of Broncos Hall of Famers Elway, Shannon Sharpe, Floyd Little and Gary 
Zimmerman. Even though he didn't speak, there were tears in Pat's eyes that said 
everything. He got the award, and he got it. 

The Broncos should win one for Pat this season. 

He is No. 1. 

  



Appreciating Broncos owner Pat Bowlen 
By James Merilatt 
MileHighSports.com 
July 15, 2014 

Sometimes in life, something doesn’t get appreciated until it’s gone. It’s taken for 
granted on a daily basis, not seen as special until a giant void is created once it’s no 
longer there. 

At other times, however, getting a glimpse of the alternative can provide the same 
perspective. The It’s a Wonderful Life effect can be a powerful tool, helping people 
value what they have instead of longing for something else. 
Here’s hoping everyone who cares about the Denver Broncos – staff members, 
players, fans and even the media – fall into category two. They certainly have had 
the George Bailey-like experience to provide the necessary nudge in that direction. 
During the past few days, sports news in the Mile High City has been filled with a 
lot of negativity, all stemming from a franchise that is mired in one of its worst 
seasons in team history. That has led to regrettable email exchanges between 
frustrated fans and an equally frustrated owner, which have produced quotes that 
will unfortunately live in infamy. 
But while trying to make sense of a business owner telling his customers not to 
come to the ballpark if they don’t like the product, or attempting to decipher if that 
same leader really suggested that a city that holds nearly every attendance record 
in Major League Baseball doesn’t deserve a team, one gigantic positive did emerge 
from the entire ordeal on 20th and Blake. Taking a step back, exhaling for a 
moment and looking around the rest of the sports landscape provided a revelation 
of sorts. 
Denver is lucky to have Pat Bowlen. 
In the 30 seasons that Bowlen has owned the team, the Broncos have won 307 
games (third most in the NFL during that span). The franchise has captured the AFC 
West 11 times, made the playoffs on 16 occasions, gone to six Super Bowls and 
won two world championships. 
That’s a pretty dazzling record, one that any fan of any team should be thrilled to 
see attached to their favorite franchise. But it all stems from the fact that Bowlen 
has had a very simple motto since the day he bought the team: He wants the 
Broncos to be No. 1 in everything they do. 













That should be music to the ears of every fan. It’s the aspiration one hopes for from 
the team they invest so much time, money and emotions into. 
Obviously, that starts on the field, a goal Bowlen has helped make possible by 
continually opening up his checkbook to sign free agents, hire coaches, build state-
of-the-art training facilities and much more. But it also extends to every other 
aspect of the team’s business. 
Recently, the Broncos media relations staff was named the best in the NFL, taking 
home the coveted Rozelle Award. Their marketing department is top-notch, as is 
the community relations group that helps with the team’s countless charitable 
efforts. They have a top-flight strength-and-conditioning staff, an award-winning 
grounds crew, and a new emphasis on youth and high school football that is 
becoming the gold standard in the league. The list goes on and on. 
All of that is the result of Bowlen’s mantra; he wants his organization to be great at 
everything it does, even if it’s behind the scenes and won’t get noticed, at all times. 
And that standard has provided sports fans in Denver with a franchise they can be 
proud of, a team that others around the country envy. 
As a result, it’s time to honor Bowlen for his efforts. It’s time to provide everyone in 
Denver, as well as past and current players, the chance to say thank you for 
creating something that makes the city proud. 
It’s time to put Pat Bowlen in the Broncos’ Ring of Fame. 
Yes, this year’s class has already been announced. And yes, the owner himself 
would almost assuredly decline the honor, wanting to put the emphasis and 
attention instead on the players and coaches who’ve worked for him. But none of 
that matters; do it anyway. 
It’s no secret that the team’s 70-year-old owner has been dealing with health-
related issues in recent years. That’s been reported in some circles, while 
whispered about in every other one. And based on the fact that the man who was 
so involved with every facet of the organization for so long has slowly relinquished 
more and more day-to-day duties to team president Joe Ellis in recent years, it’s 
clear that something has changed with regard to Bowlen’s physical abilities. 
Thus, there’s no time like the present. Honoring Bowlen can’t be put off until next 
year. It can’t wait until there’s a smaller class of inductees. It can’t be put on the 
backburner until an anniversary of some sort rolls around for the franchise. 
It needs to happen now. This year. As soon as possible. 
Five people from the six-member committee that decides who gets inducted into 
the Ring of Fame need to call a special meeting without inviting the entire group 



and hold a special election. John Beake, Joe Collier, Joe Ellis, Jim Saccomano and 
Larry Zimmer – a collection of people who have been associated with the Broncos 
for nearly a combined 200 years – should gather without Bowlen, who holds the 
sixth spot on the committee, and vote the owner into the Ring of Fame he created. 
If four out of the five vote yes, that would provide a majority, even if it’s assumed 
Bowlen would have casted a “nay” if asked. Getting the necessary yesses would be 
a slam dunk. 
Then, the team should go about setting up a special day to honor what would be 
the franchise’s 28th inductee into the Ring of Fame. 
Typically, new members get their name permanently placed on the façade at Sports 
Authority Field on Alumni Weekend. This year, that’s slated for September 14, 
when the Broncos host the Chiefs. And that day is already packed, as the 
organization honors Gene Mingo, Dan Reeves and Rick Upchurch. 
Bowlen wouldn’t want to upstage the three very worthwhile new members of the 
exclusive club, so adding him to the docket that day wouldn’t work. And frankly, he 
deserves having the spotlight all to himself, as opposed to having to share it with 
other inductees. 
Instead, Oct. 19 would be a much better fit. That day, the 49ers come to Denver 
for a Sunday night tilt, providing just the kind of big-time atmosphere that’s 
appropriate for the occasion. Two championship contenders going head to head on 
national television is the perfect stage for honoring a man who has seen his team 
play in six Super Bowls during his tenure as owner and has been instrumental in 
negotiating the TV packages that have helped turn the NFL into what it is today. 
It would be a grand evening, one that would be memorable for all involved. And the 
thunderous applause from the crowd, as well as the cast of former players who 
would flock into town for the event, would let Bowlen know just how much his 
efforts during the past three decades have been appreciated. 
The last few days have been an embarrassing time to be a Denver sports fan. But 
they’ve also provided the perspective needed to see that the city is lucky to have 
one of the top owners in professional sports. 
Thankfully, that’s provided the opportunity to appreciate, as well as thank, Pat 
Bowlen. 

 
 



One time Edmontonian Pat Bowlen's 30th 
year as Denver Broncos owner
By Terry Jones 
Edmonton Sun 
January 25, 2014 

When the Denver Broncos won their first Super Bowl, owner Pat Bowlen held up the 
trophy and proclaimed 'This one is for John!' 

Fred Fleming hopes it will work the other way this time. 

“I hope we win this thing and John is able to say 'This one is for Pat!' 

Pat Bowlen, 69, has dropped back in his decision-making role as the owner of the 
Broncos to allow his old quarterback John Elway, as VP and CEO, and Joe Ellis as 
president, to assume those duties. 

Suffering from short term memory loss and unable to recall details of his team's 
back-to-back Super Bowl championships in 1997 and 1998, Bowlen has made the 
decision not to do interviews leading up to the Super Bowl. Not with Denver media. 
Not with media from his old hometown where he played for the Edmonton Huskies 
and built Commonwealth Stadium. 

But Fred Fleming, 74, loves to talk as much now as he did back when he was trying 
to get a word in edgewise as Bryan Hall's color commentator on Edmonton Eskimos 
broadcasts on CJCA and later on the CFL telecasts on CTV. 

Fleming goes back a long way with Bowlen before he responded to the owners 
request to make the move to Denver to work for the Broncos full time 24 years 
ago.

Other than Elway himself, there's probably nobody to speak to the way it is with 
Mr. B, as the owner is lovingly referred to within the Broncos organization, than the 
guy who has had several different titles but is usually referred to as “Pat Bowlen's 
longtime assistant.” 

This Super Bowl will very much be a celebration of Bowlen's 30th season as the 
owner of the team. 

It's Bowlen's sixth trip to the Super Bowl, equaling the record of Robert Kraft, 
owner of the New England Patriots. 

Bowlen has become the only NFL owner in history to win 300 games in 30 seasons. 



And Bowlen has only had five losing seasons in those 30 years. That might be the 
most impressive stat of all. 

It's not as if this isn't everything it should be for Bowlen said Fleming. It's just that 
his boss has taken a step back and is no longer comfortable doing interviews and 
it's probably the smart thing in a week which can be overwhelming to somebody 
like himself, at the bottom of the organization as Fleming jokes, as the guy at the 
top.

“Pat is in here every day,” said Fleming. “He still goes to the practices and the 
walk-through. When it comes to football, don't think that he's missing anything. 
And when it comes to owning the Broncos he's always been all about the Super 
Bowl. 

“But once he brought John in, he's backed off. He wanted John for that job for quite 
a long time.” 

One year soon, it is hoped, Bowlen will almost certainly be inducted into the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio.. Fleming says people probably have 
forgotten Bowlen could have ended up in the Canadian Football Hall of Fame 
instead. 

“Pat was originally looking at buying the Montreal Alouettes. But the French 
Canadiens didn't want an English-speaking Canadian owning the team back then so 
Pat started looking at the NFL and bought the Denver Broncos instead.” 

Back in 1984 the Broncos under owner Edgar Kaiser were facing bankruptcy. 
Bowlen, his brothers John and Bill and sister Marybeth, purchased the team for $78 
million. 

The franchise value, as calculated by Forbes back in August was $1,161 million. 

Despite the success Bowlen made of the franchise, he suffered by the lack of 
ultimate success for the longest time. I remember him in the bowels of Jack Murphy 
Stadium in San Diego waiting for an elevator after his second Super Bowl loss. 

“I'm embarrassed,” he told me after the Broncos had lost 42-10. “I'm embarrassed 
we couldn't make it more entertaining. I'm embarrassed by the score. I'm 
embarrassed by the defence. I'm embarrassed by everything.” 

When I talked to him after he lost his third as an owner and made it back for his 
fourth kick at the can, one quote stuck with me. 

“If winning the Super Bowl feels as good as losing feels bad, it's going to be off the 
dial. There's nothing in the world that compares to this. There's certainly nothing 
that can compare to winning. You can't win a world championship in the oil 
business. I want to be a world champion. I want that very much.” 



But when he finally won it he said “This one is for John.” 

Pat Bowlen is the answer to one of my favorite trivia questions. Who is the only 
person to ever win back-to-back Little Grey Cups and back-to-back Super Bowls? 

Bowlen was a member of that celebrated Huskies team which won Canadian junior 
titles from 1962 to 1964. 

He spoke at the Huskies 50th anniversary dinner to raise money for a new 
clubhouse and I remember talking to him on the phone to promote the dinner. 

“A new clubhouse? I can't imagine that they spent all those years in that old 
clubhouse. We had trouble getting hot water back in the '60s.” 

Back when I first interviewed him when he bought the Broncos, I asked him about 
his career with the Huskies. 

“I played without distinction,” was his evaluation. 

“I look back on it as a very enjoyable time in my youth. That was a really fun group 
of guys to be around. It was a lot of fun,” he said of the team which included the 
likes of Ron Forwick, Ian McLeod, George Spanach, Warren Hansen, Tony Rankel, 
Marv Roberts, Bob Bateman, Clarence Kachman, Hart Cantelon, Larry Dufresne, Vic 
Justic and Al Gordichuk. 

“Pat figured he should donate $5,000 to the fund for the new clubhouse,” 
remembers Fleming. “I suggested he auction off four executive box seats instead. 
They had two bids tied at $16,500. So he decided they were both winners and 
doubled the deal and they raised $33,000.” 

Bowlen has always been a big believer in the CFL. He played a major role in 
bringing NFL commissioner Paul Tagliabue to Edmonton to attend the 1997 Grey 
Cup.

“The Canadian game is a great game. I don't think there were many Eskimos 
games I missed over the years. And certainly no Grey Cups,” he once told me. 

“I remember going to Clarke Stadium as a kid when my dad smuggled me in under 
his coat. Canadian football is a sacred thing,” added the man who built 
Commonwealth Stadium with partner Peter Batoni for $18.2 million. 

People forget a lot of things about Bowlen's time in town. 

“I wonder how many people remember that Pat competed in the Hawaii Iron Man 
event when it first started out. That defined his mental toughness,” said Fleming. 



How did Fred Fleming, a former CFL player with the Calgary Stampeders, end up 
enjoying such a ride as Pat Bowlen's side kick? 

“Forty-four years ago I worked with a trucking company. One day I was in the 
YMCA gym in Calgary with my Stampeders team-mate Bill Britton when I told him I 
was thinking about getting into the trucking business in the oil patch. Bill was a 
friend of Pat and he said Pat's dad Paul was looking at a trucking company. He set 
me up with a meeting with Pat and his dad at the Petroleum Club. Paul owned 
Regal Drilling in Edmonton. I had no experience at off-highway trucking but they 
took a chance on me and I turned Fleetway Trucking from a money-loser into a 
money-maker, moving derricks and drilling equipment. 

“I look back and realize I never would have met Pat Bowlen if I hadn't played for 
the Calgary Stampeders. And I ended up working with Bryan Hall and Pat's dad 
liked me doing that so it wasn't a problem. That led to CTV.” 

For the past 24 years Fleming has worked full time for the Broncos. But he was 
brought in to work at various times by Bowlen before he became full time. 

“I used to go to work training camps and do the transportation at Super Bowls. In 
1990 I went to work with the Broncos full time as assistant to general manager 
John Beak.” 

Upon Beak's departure Fleming was given the job title Director of Special Services. 

“I'm basically Freddie The Freeloader,” he laughs. 

“I work about 50 or 60 service club dinners a year. I do a lot of work representing 
the Broncos with the California State Patrol as well. I go all over the state 
representing the club and have special projects they assign me to in all sorts of 
different areas.” 

Oh, and he's had one other job all these years. He's attached to the quarterback. 
He was often referred to in print as “John Elway-s long-time security shadow.” 

That's been the best part of the job. 

“How many people get to work with two Hall of Fame quarterbacks? I was with John 
Elway for all his years and I'm with Payton Manning now to be their 'no' guy,” he 
said. 

“Somebody has to be there with them to say no,” he said. 

“When John retired it was a real emotional day and who was the first person he 
mentioned? Freddie The Freeloader. Can you believe that?” 



And mostly, said Fleming, can you believe he's been able to work all these years 
with Bowlen and the Broncos. 

“Pat is considered to be the best owner in this history of football. I'd really like to 
see us win it and for John to say 'This is for you, Pat.'” 



Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen got 
start in Wisconsin 
By Bob McGinn 
The Journal Sentinel 
January 26, 2014 

New York — Pat Bowlen became part of pro football's landscape as the dashing 
figure in a fur coat along the sidelines of the Denver Broncos, the franchise he has 
owned since 1984. 

His career in football began on the playing fields of Wisconsin as a starting wide 
receiver for the Campion High School Knights of Prairie du Chien. 

How Bowlen got from the former Jesuit boarding school along the Mississippi River 
to the 48th Super Bowl Sunday at MetLife Stadium is a story worth telling. 

Bowlen's mother, Arvella, grew up in Prairie du Chien, a city of 6,000 in 
southwestern Wisconsin. His father, Paul, was Canadian. 

"He met my mother through a whole bunch of stuff," Bowlen said in a brief 2008 
interview. "They had gone back to Canada. He was a wildcatter." 

Paul Bowlen was engaged in speculative mining and oil drilling in Alberta, Canada, 
when his wife became pregnant in 1943. 

"She wasn't about to have her first baby in some godforsaken place called 
Vermilion (Alberta)," said Bowlen. "They hardly had a hospital. So she went back to 
Prairie du Chien." 

Pat Bowlen will celebrate his 70th birthday Feb. 18, or 16 days after he hopes his 
Broncos capture a third National Football League championship in their sixth Super 
Bowl appearance under his direction. 

When it came time for high school, Arvella Bowlen remembered Campion, which 
had a reputation for being excellent academically and for having a geographically 
diverse student body. 

"She was bound and determined that I was going to go there to school," 
remembered Bowlen. "I went back there to high school. Played football and hockey, 
ran the 440 in track. Graduated in '62." 

Campion, founded in 1875, reached its peak in the early 1960s with an all-male 
enrollment of almost 600. More resembling a college campus on a sprawling 101 
acres just south of town, Campion had three residence halls and half a dozen other 
buildings. A new gym-natatorium went up in 1963. 

"There were about 540 residents and 60 day hops," said Maurice Oehler, a 
chemistry teacher at Campion from 1962-'71. "There were a lot of kids from 
Chicago and Milwaukee. The discipline was tough, and it was very tough 
academically. Ninety-nine percent went on to college." 



Roots in hockey 

Pat McCorkell, who hailed from Superior, and Bowlen played together on the 
Campion club hockey team. As freshmen, they thrashed a squad of upperclassmen 
more than once. 

"(Bowlen) grew up with hockey," said McCorkell, a Jesuit priest who presently 
serves as director of the Jesuit Demontreville Retreat House in Lake Elmo, Minn. 

McCorkell also was quarterback on the Knights' football team that played an 
independent schedule against Catholic schools across the state, Iowa and Illinois. 

"In high school (Bowlen) was a very personable guy," McCorkell said last week. "A 
good athlete, not outstanding, and an ordinary student. In some ways, in that 
school, nobody was completely ordinary. It (Campion) took the upper-level kids." 

Oehler estimated that Campion officials turned down perhaps two of every three 
applicants for admission during its heyday. 

George Blaha, another member of the Class of 1962, is in his 38th season as the TV 
and radio voice of the Detroit Pistons. He and Bowlen speak several times each 
year. 

Other sports luminaries with Campion diplomas were George Ireland, who coached 
Chicago Loyola to the NCAA basketball title in 1963, and Jerry Vainisi, general 
manager of the Super Bowl-winning Chicago Bears in 1985. 

Campion would close in June 1975. Martin Luther Prep High School operated there 
for about 15 years. Since 1997, the medium-security Prairie du Chien Correctional 
Institution has been housed in the former school complex. 

Bowlen went on to earn business and law degrees from the University of Oklahoma, 
but first he had a stint as a freshman in the football program run by legendary Bud 
Wilkinson. 

"He told me he always wanted to play," said McCorkell. "He got there and he 
realized he was too small and too slow." 

As McCorkell worked toward the priesthood, Bowlen began a law practice in 
Edmonton while making a fortune in real estate, oil, gas and other natural 
resources. 

Trying something new 

In 1983, the American-born, Canadian tycoon decided he had enough money. After 
examining ownership opportunities in the NHL and Canadian Football League, 
Bowlen bought the Broncos from Edgar Kaiser for about $70 million. 

"In my late 30s, I got serious about doing something different," Bowlen told the Los 
Angeles Times in 1987. "I wanted to be deeply involved in an exciting people 
business of some kind." 

Described in 2006 by former Green Bay Packers President Bob Harlan as a "hands-
on guy," Bowlen devoted most of his work to the Broncos and various NFL 



committees. As chairman of the league's broadcast committee, he negotiated the 
$18 billion network TV contract. 

Under Bowlen's aggressive leadership, Denver reached the Super Bowl after the 
1986, '87 and '89 seasons. 

"I lived through getting beat (39-20) by the Giants in Pasadena — just getting 
killed in the second half," Bowlen said in the '08 interview. "Getting killed (42-10) 
by the Redskins in San Diego. And getting really beat up by the 49ers in New 
Orleans, 55-10." 

Eight years later, Denver defeated Green Bay in the 32nd Super Bowl, then Atlanta 
in the 33rd Super Bowl. 

New England's Robert Kraft and Bowlen are tied for most Super Bowl appearances 
by an owner with six. A victory Sunday over Seattle would leave Bowlen tied for 
fourth place among owners in Super Bowl triumphs. 

Over the years, Bowlen has invited McCorkell many times for game weekends in 
Denver, and he has said mass frequently for players, coaches and staff. They were 
good friends at Campion and remain so today. 

Although Bowlen remains intimately involved with the team, team president Joe 
Ellis was given primary responsibility for the organization in January 2011. 

One of his friends said Bowlen has been suffering the affects of dementia for 
several years. He seemed somewhat befuddled during the trophy presentation after 
the AFC Championship Game, and CBS' Jim Nantz instead interviewed vice 
president of football operations John Elway and coach John Fox as the owner looked 
on.

"He's certainly not as robust as he has been most of his life," said McCorkell, who 
last talked to his friend of 55 years early in the season. 

In February 1984, Bowlen finished 135th out of 1,100 entrants in the Ironman 
Triathlon in Hawaii, where he has a home at the base of Diamond Head on O'ahu. 

Even now, Bowlen continues working out on a daily basis, and is said to be 
phenomenal on the StairMaster. 

The Pro Football Hall of Fame numbers nine individuals who were inducted strictly 
on their merits as a team owner. Given Bowlen's success, longevity and service to 
the league, he could be a legitimate candidate. 



Kiszla: Super Bowl season for Broncos a 
tribute to Pat Bowlen 
By Mark Kiszla 
The Denver Post 
January 20, 2014 

Amid the orange madness, as the Broncos celebrated their 26-16 dismantling of 
New England, the man who made all this crazy happiness possible stood quiet as a 
ghost, alone in the crowd. 

Pat Bowlen is 69 years old. To be honest, he looks older. Time and gravity 
eventually slows a football mogul's stride. But his heart still beats with a passion for 
winning. Nobody in the Broncos organization hears the clock ticking more urgently 
than the franchise owner of 30 years, a reign that spans the glorious history from 
John Elway to Peyton Manning. 

"This one's Super," Bowlen said after Denver secured the trophy as the AFC's best 
team. "We're going to New York." 

The Broncos punched their ticket to the Super Bowl. 

And Bowlen? If there's any justice, he has punched his ticket to Canton, Ohio. The 
Broncos owner belongs in the Hall of Fame. Can there be any doubt? 

"Hall of Famer? Absolutely," said Ring of Fame receiver Rod Smith, wearing a 
championship ring in the Denver locker room. "People like Pat Bowlen are the 
reason why the NFL has become such an international success. The Hall of Fame 
should have an easy decision with a guy like Pat Bowlen, who now has the chance 
to get his third Super Bowl ring." 

The team owned by Bowlen is going to the Super Bowl for the sixth time. No owner 
in NFL history has been a more frequent participant to the biggest event on the 
American sports calendar. In 2013, Bowlen became the first owner in sports history 
to win 300 games during a 30-year span. In three decades of his leadership, 
longtime, loyal Bronco- maniacs have suffered through only five losing seasons. 

Those are impressive numbers worthy of first-ballot admission to the Hall. But know 
what's more remarkable? Bowlen isn't done yet. There's more history to make, 
when Denver plays Feb. 2 in Super Bowl XLVIII. 

"Pat Bowlen is one of the great owners in sports. And there eventually comes a 
time, when people begin to say, 'Well, he was a great owner.' We all know this 
organization has gone through some tough times," said former Broncos safety John 
Lynch. "The Broncos had to fire a great coach in Mike Shanahan, who had won two 
world championships. But Pat Bowlen had the guts to say it wasn't working any 



longer. The team struggled until he brought back Old Faithful — John Elway — to 
run the organization. It's fun to see. I remember three or four years ago, there was 
apathy in this stadium, for what seemed like the first time ever in Denver. But the 
Broncos have come full circle. This stadium is rocking again. And that's pretty cool."  

Ninety minutes before kickoff, all-time great Broncos defender Karl Mecklenburg 
stood on the grass of Sports Authority Field at Mile High, the sun of a 63-degree 
January afternoon shining a glow on his cheeks. "Do you believe this weather? 
Where are we? Miami?" he said, laughing. "This isn't the weather I remember for 
the AFC championship. Of course, I liked the frozen mud in Cleveland. It slowed 
everybody down to my speed." 

The AFC championship game turned out to be a day at the beach for the Broncos. 
Manning completed 32-of-43 passes for 400 yards and two touchdowns. New 
England's Tom Brady so badly missed a wide-open receiver on more than one 
occasion, you wondered if he might be the quarterback with playoff anxiety issues. 

Broncos coach John Fox outwitted Patriots counterpart Bill Belichick. It's funny how 
the guy with the better players on his sideline often looks like the smarter football 
strategist. 

After Denver built a 20-3 lead in the third quarter, the game was not as close as 
the final score might indicate. In fact, at one point during the second half, I sent a 
tweet to Broncos Hall of Famer Shannon Sharpe and asked if he still had that phone 
number for the National Guard. 

There was a time when Bowlen wore a fur coat that attracted every eye in the 
stadium to his presence on the team bench at the conclusion of a big victory. But 
Bowlen has faded comfortably into the background, and his footsteps barely made a 
sound as bodyguards cleared a path through the din and clutter of a game that 
returned Denver to truly elite league status for the first time since January 1999. 

"It's funny. A lot of guys in this locker room don't really know Mr. B that well. But 
I've been around him a long time, and I know how passionate he is about this game 
and his team," said cornerback Champ Bailey, who waited 15 years before getting 
his first shot to play for the NFL title. "Way back when I came in the league, the 
Broncos had just won the Super Bowl, and this franchise hasn't been back until 
now. So Mr. Bowlen has endured just as long a drought as I have. I understand it 
has been a while for the Broncos. Yeah, I know Mr. Bowlen has two (title) rings. But 
I also know he wants three." 

From Manning to Bailey and Fox, there were many veteran Broncos desperate to 
get to the Super Bowl one more time. Bowlen knows exactly how they feel. Against 
the Patriots, all the old guys in orange ruled.  

"This one's for John!" Bowlen shouted from the podium, holding aloft the Vince 
Lombardi Trophy after Elway led Denver to its first NFL championship, with a 31-24 
victory against Green Bay on a January night in 1998. The Broncos won again the 



next season, and it seemed as if the victory parades would go on forever and the 
party would never end. 

Football ain't easy. The clock has a nasty habit of slipping away on QBs and 
bleacher bums, millionaires and working stiffs alike. 

It has been a long and winding road for the Broncos to get back to the Super Bowl. 
Who knows when any of us will get back again? Enjoy the ride. 

This one's for Mr. B.



Measuring the Bowlen Era 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 10, 2013 

Independent analyst Andrew Mason looks at the impact Broncos Owner and CEO 
Pat Bowlen has made in his 30 years of ownership. 

SAN DIEGO -- Three hundred is a milestone number. Few owners linger long 
enough to see their teams win that many games. And if the Broncos were a break-
even franchise under Pat Bowlen's watch, this occasion would have been 37 and a 
half years in the making. 

They made it in less than 30. 

You know about the high points: world championships, Hall of Fame-caliber players, 
"The Drive," "The Drive II," 15 playoff appearances. But sometimes the best way is 
to measure what happened on the other side. 

The last 30 years have not been without a few bumps, particularly just before John 
Fox and John Elway arrived. The Broncos missed the playoffs for five consecutive 
years in that span, which was highly unusual; prior to that, they'd never spent 
more than two seasons away from the playoffs. 

But in those five seasons, the Broncos still averaged more than seven wins a year. 
In three of those years, they went into the final week of the season with a chance 
at the playoffs. And this was the low point of Bowlen's years. 

There are many metrics to measuring success, but one crucial method is by asking 
this: when the team is down -- as is inevitable in the NFL's salary-cap-centric, 
parity-driven system -- how down does it get? Some clubs hit the bottom of the 
Pacific, and stay there for years. 

When the Broncos struggled, they treaded water most of the time. They've had just 
one season at 4-12 or worse; only Pittsburgh has avoided this, and the average 
team has had four such seasons. And when the Broncos did hit that bottom, the 
organization was retooled, and they were back in their familiar playoff spot 12 
months later. Less than two years after that, the Broncos won 17 consecutive 
regular-season games. 

The efforts of many go into making this sort of turnaround happen. But nothing 
succeeds without the steady hand at the top, putting those people in position to 



succeed. From Dan Reeves to Mike Shanahan to John Fox, and to others beyond 
them, Bowlen has been the constant. 

Win No. 300 won't be the last. But it is an unforgettable milestone, and just one of 
the many other numbers accomplished by the Broncos' players and staff under his 
watch that help illuminate the success of Bowlen's years. 

284: Regular-season wins under Bowlen, the second-most in the NFL in that span 
and the most in the AFC. 

123: Pro Bowl selections by the Broncos in the last 30 years. Denver has had at 
least one Pro Bowler every season. 

100: Number of AFC offensive, defensive and special-teams players of the week. 
Dominique Rodgers-Cromartie was the latest addition to this list after earning 
defensive honors for his 75-yard pick-six in Week 8. 

41: Stadiums in which the Broncos have won during Bowlen's tenure, the latest 
being AT&T Stadium in Arlington, Texas. The Broncos hope to add stadium No. 42 
to that list next month when they visit Houston; the Broncos lost their only regular-
season game at Reliant Stadium in 2007, although they have won in the preseason. 

29: Playoff games, more than all but four other teams since 1984 and nearly five 
times as many as the Broncos played in their first 24 seasons of existence. Also the 
number of first-team All-Pros the Broncos have had. 

26: 1,000-yard receivers in the Bowlen era. The Broncos have had at least one 
1,000-yard receiver all but one season since 2004 and all but two seasons since 
1994. 

19: Starting quarterbacks, ranging from John Elway (256 career starts, including 
playoffs) to Jarious Jackson and Bill Musgrave (one start apiece -- coincidentally, 
both were at Green Bay's Lambeau Field). 

17: Winning seasons in the Bowlen era, most in the AFC West. 

16: 1,000-yard rushing seasons by Broncos running backs since 1984. 

7: Head coaches, with Jack Del Rio the latest -- and now, victorious -- addition to 
the collection. 

5: AFC Championships, a total exceeded only by the Patriots' 7. It's also the 
number of losing seasons endured by the Broncos in Bowlen's 30 seasons of 
stewardship, which is significant because it's the fewest in the NFL since 1984 -- 
and also because Broncos were below .500 14 times in their first 24 seasons. 



3: Colors of home jerseys worn under Bowlen's watch: navy blue, orange, and for a 
2003 game against San Diego, white. 

2: Home stadiums, and world championships. 

1: As in first place in the AFC West, which the Broncos have claimed 10 times under 
Bowlen's watch, more than anyone else. Success usually starts with winning the 
division, and in the AFC West, the Broncos have been the most adept at this for 
generations. 



Bowlen Hits 300-Win Milestone 
By Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 10, 2013 

Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen earned his 300th win Sunday, doing so in his 
30th season of ownership. 

SAN DIEGO -- For three decades, Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen has built a 
championship culture in Denver. 

On Sunday afternoon, he became the first owner to reach 300 wins in 30 years. 

The Broncos' victory against the San Diego Chargers was Bowlen's 300th since 
purchasing the team in 1984. In that span, he has brought two world 
championships to the city and made just as big an impact off the football field as on 
it.

"What he’s done in the 30 years he’s owned this franchise is unbelievable," Hall of 
Fame running back Floyd Little said last month at the unveiling of Ring of Fame 
Plaza. 

The focus Sunday was on what Mr. Bowlen has helped his team accomplish 
between the lines. 

The victory meant Bowlen made it to 300 wins in fewer years than any owner in 
professional football history. 

Bowlen is one of 13 owners in professional football history with a tenure of at least 
30 years. Among them, his 60-percent career winning percentage ranks second 
only to Giants founder Tim Mara. 

In his 30 seasons as an owner, the team has won 10 division titles. The franchise 
has seen regular-season win totals of 14, 13 (four times), 12 (twice), 11 (four 
times) and 10 (three times). Fourteen of the 15 best seasons in team history have 
come during Mr. Bowlen’s ownership. 

In the last 30 years, the team ranks second in regular-season wins and Super Bowl 
appearances in addition to finishing with the fewest losing seasons among non-
expansion teams during that span. 

"Pat was a guy that really turned everything around and made winning the tradition 
with the Broncos," Executive Vice President of Football Operations John Elway said 



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen reaches 
300th win with 28-20 victory over 
Chargers
By Joan Niesen 
The Denver Post  
November 11, 2013 

With the Broncos’ eighth win of 2013, owner Pat Bowlen logged his 300th win 
during his tenure. He reached the milestone in 30 seasons, which is the fastest any 
NFL owner has done so. The next-fastest to 300 was Al Davis in Oakland. It took 
him 31 years. 

Davis does have an edge over Bowlen in the race to 300, though; it took him 495 
games at the helm of the Raiders, Bowlen 501. 

Bowlen’s teams’ 284 regular-season wins are the ninth-most of any NFL owner. The 
16 playoff berths and seven conference championship appearances of his teams 
both tie him for sixth all-time among owners, and his teams’ five Super Bowl 
appearances tie him for second. 



Game Balls Dedicated to Bowlen, Fox 
By Mike Morris 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 10, 2013 

The Broncos dedicated game balls to Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen and Head Coach 
John Fox after their 28-20 win over the Chargers on Sunday.  

SAN DIEGO -- The celebration in the visitors’ locker room at Qualcomm Stadium 
following the Broncos’ 28-20 win against the Chargers on Sunday resonated with a 
little added meaning. The team dedicated game balls to Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen 
for earning his 300th all-time victory and to Head Coach John Fox as he recovers 
from heart valve replacement surgery, which he underwent last Monday. 

While earning a hard-fought victory against an AFC West foe and moving to 8-1 on 
the season was cause enough for celebration, Broncos players noted that helping 
Bowlen achieve the milestone made Sunday’s win all the more special. 

“I think a lot of the players felt honored to be a part of it,” quarterback Peyton 
Manning said. “There are a lot of great players that have been a part of 300 wins – 
the entire time Mr. Bowlen has owned the team in 30 years. I think once former 
Broncos realize the statistic was accomplished today, a lot of players will take a lot 
of pride in it as they should.” 

“It’s amazing,” wide receiver Eric Decker added. “Just being a part of this 
organization for four years – and I haven’t been anywhere else but out here – he’s 
one of the best as far as taking care of his guys, organizationally. It’s fun to come 
to work every day.” 

The work environment that Bowlen has provided throughout the entire Broncos 
organization is something that Interim Head Coach/Defensive Jack Del Rio identified 
in his postgame press conference as being pivotal to the organization’s success 
over the years – and to the team’s success this season. 

“What a tremendous atmosphere he creates for us to work in – it’s no wonder he’s 
been this successful just based on the way he treats everybody and the atmosphere 
he creates for us to go to work every day in,” Del Rio said. “So I’m very 
appreciative of that.” 

And Bowlen’s players were equally appreciative of having the opportunity to be a 
part of the historic victory. 



“It was great,” linebacker Von Miller said. “This was Mr. B’s 300th win – the fastest 
in 30 years. I know Mr. B got a game ball. It was well-deserved.” 

“His 300th win,” wide receiver Demaryius Thomas added. “It felt great.” 

The team also dedicated a game ball to Fox, who has weighed heavily in the 
thoughts of players while he has been away from the team and recovering from 
surgery.

“That’s big,” defensive tackle Kevin Vickerson said. “That’s exactly who it was for – 
Coach Fox, man. All the work he put in, all the stuff he does for us, this is a way 
that we can give him a hometown win. He’s from San Diego. So getting this win for 
Coach Fox was big.” 

“He deserves it,” wide receiver Wes Welker added. “He’s our guy and we’re playing 
hard for him. We’ve just got to keep racking up these wins.” 

Manning noted that Fox made a point to wish the team luck from a distance. 

“He sent a lot of the players a text this morning wishing us luck. I talked to him 
Saturday before we got on the plane to fly out here,” Manning said, jokingly adding, 
“I told him not to be yelling at me during the game, that’s not good for his blood 
pressure. We’ll see whether he did or didn’t.” 

“I know he wanted to be here, but we got this one for him,” Decker added. 

Although Fox wasn’t able to be there in person, his presence in the minds of his 
players certainly provided motivation. 

“Guys were urgent. We wanted to get this win for Coach Fox,” cornerback Chris 
Harris Jr. said. 

“He has been in our thoughts and prayers all week,” Manning added. 

And while the team’s game ball dedication to Fox in the locker room was symbolic, 
Manning noted that the Broncos are anticipating being able to present the ball to 
their head coach face-to-face. 

“I know we look forward to presenting it to him in person,” Manning said. 

Until the team is able to do that, Vickerson left Fox with a message from the team 
as the Coach continues his recovery. 

“Take it easy. Relax. We’ve got you,” Vickerson said. “That’s all. Just stay calm, 
stay cool, we’ve got you.” 



Pat Bowlen: 30 Years 
By Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 5, 2013 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following was the cover story in the Gameday program from 
Sept. 5, when the Broncos defeated the Ravens 49-27. 

For three decades, Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen has built a championship 
culture in Denver.  

He’s brought two world championships to the city, cemented the Broncos as the 
biggest show in town and made just as big an impact off the football field. 

And he’s done it the right way. 

“Kindness, humility and generosity I think are three traits that sum up Pat Bowlen,” 
Broncos President Joe Ellis said. “Thirty years of just being a great owner for not 
only the team but for the city and the community.” 

During that span, Bowlen has become just the second three-decade owner in 
professional football history to win at least 60 percent of his games, joining original 
New York Giants founder Tim Mara. 

In addition to winning 10 division titles, Mr. Bowlen’s franchise has had regular-
season win totals of 14, 13 (four times), 12 (twice), 11 (four times) and 10 (three 
times). Fourteen of the 15 best years in team history have come during Mr. 
Bowlen’s ownership. 

"Pat was a guy that really turned everything around and made winning the tradition 
with the Broncos," Executive Vice President of Football Operations John Elway said. 

Off the field, under his leadership Denver Broncos Charities has donated more than 
$25 million to charitable organizations in Denver and surrounding areas since the 
inception of the fund in 1993. Bowlen is the chairman of the board. 

"What he's done for the city of Denver, the state of Colorado, is second-to-none," 
Hall-of-Fame tight end Shannon Sharpe said. "I know there's a lot of owners in the 
National Football League. Some have won more championships than Mr. Bowlen. It 
would be hard-pressed for me to believe that there's an owner in the National 
Football League that cares more about his city, about his state, about his players, 
than Mr. Bowlen." 

His contributions to the community were recognized on May 22, when Bowlen was 
presented with the Mizel Institute’s 2013 Community Enrichment Award, 
recognizing his philanthropic leadership throughout the state of Colorado. 



"The work that he's done, the resources that he's given -- not only with the Broncos 
but that he's given to the whole Rocky Mountain region,” Elway said at the award 
banquet. “He's a generous guy with a big heart. There couldn't be a better guy 
getting this award.” 

In addition to Elway, Hall of Famers Sharpe, Floyd Little and Gary Zimmerman and 
Ring of Famers Tom Jackson and Tom Nalen were among the guests to help honor 
Bowlen at the banquet, which was held at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space 
Museum. 

All of them spoke highly of what Bowlen has meant to their lives and the lives of 
many throughout Colorado. 

And it didn’t surprise any of the Broncos in attendance that more than more than 
2,000 guests showed up to the banquet to honor Bowlen. NFL Commissioner Roger 
Goodell even sent in a taped message for the banquet. 

"I knew that this community would turn out like they are tonight," Jackson said 
when Bowlen was given the award. "It's not just because he owns the Denver 
Broncos, it's because of the person that he is." 

Led by the efforts of Bowlen and his wife Annabel, the Broncos have partnered with 
and supported a variety of causes throughout the community, including Bonfils 
Blood Center, the NFL's Play 60 program, the Inner City Health Center, HealthONE’s 
Rocky Mountain Hospital for Children, Food Bank of the Rockies, the Denver 
Metropolitan chapter of Susan G. Komen for the Cure, the Denver Rescue Mission, 
the American Heart Association, Boys & Girls Club of Metro Denver, Habitat for 
Humanity of Metro Denver, The United Way and Denver Public School Athletics. 

Bowlen has also served as the Honorary Chairman of the Colorado Special Olympics 
for the past 19 years and as Honorary Chairman of the Stadium Stampede 
(formerly the Colorado Family Classic) benefitting St. Joseph’s Hospital Foundation 
for 28 years. Other organizations benefiting from Bowlen’s leadership and 
participation include the University of Denver, Capuchin Friars, University of 
Northern Colorado, Rose Medical Center, American Ireland Fund, Irish Community 
Center, Hawaii Maritime Center, Alberta Bar Association, Law Society of Alberta and 
the Young Presidents’ Organization. 

“Pat Bowlen’s passion is not just about fielding a great football team,” Colorado 
Governor John Hickenlooper said. “He brings a unique intensity to everything he 
does and that’s led to a Broncos brand that’s bigger than football, it has become 
part of the fabric of the community, and Pat is part of this city’s heart and soul.” 

“This city and state are better places to live because of all your efforts," he told 
Bowlen on stage during the banquet. 

The community enrichment award was not the first time Bowlen has been 
recognized for his ownership -- his status and reputation as an owner were 



recognized within the state on April 10, 2007, when he was inducted into the 
Colorado Sports Hall of Fame. 

That ownership began in 1984. When former owner Edgar Kaiser decided he 
wanted to sell the team, Bowlen said he was “first in line.” 

He was introduced as the majority owner of the Denver Broncos on March 23, 
1984, and he and the Bowlen family acquired 100 percent ownership of the Broncos 
in July 1985. 

"When I look back, I can honestly say that the fans really bought into that team,” 
Bowlen said. “It wasn't me. They bought into that team." 

That relationship between the fans and the franchise has never been lost on 
Bowlen. 

He said that the Broncos franchise is “not just the players and it's not just Pat 
Bowlen, it's the people who live here in town." 

Jackson ventured that the owner understood that connection “almost from day 
one.”

The connection on the fans’ side seems to stem from the fact that Bowlen’s main 
focus every single year is on hoisting the Lombardi Trophy at the end of it. 

“He puts all his attention to doing the right thing by the fans, this community and 
putting the best football team he can on the field each year,” Ellis said. “I think the 
fans appreciate the effort that he puts forth to put the best possible team he can 
out there and try to win the Super Bowl.” 

As Zimmerman said, “it’s not dollars and cents with him.” That passion for winning 
has also strengthened the devotion within his players and the Broncos staff. 

“He wants to win. That’s what’s in his heart. That’s what’s on his mind: I want to 
win,” Jackson said. “I think that everybody who’s known him would almost do 
anything to contribute to that.” 

The expectations are high for the Broncos in 2013, which is how Bowlen likes it. If 
he’s ever asked for a prediction for the team’s record, he always says 19-0. 

That might have something to do with the Broncos’ ascension to the top sports 
franchise in the region, which was one of Bowlen’s goals when he took over as 
owner.

"The way I looked at it was we had competition -- we had a baseball team, we had 
a basketball team, we had a hockey team and we had the Denver Broncos,” Bowlen 



said. “So we weren't the only people in town. But what I wanted to do was to 
establish that we were the No. 1 team in this city. I think we were able to do that." 

“They own the town,” he said. “Not Pat Bowlen. The Denver Broncos own the 
town.”

Going on 30 years of ownership and counting, Bowlen has made an immeasurable 
impact on the franchise, the NFL and the Rocky Mountain Region. 

And he’s still going. 

“Pat elevated what the Denver Broncos are,” Jackson said. “Forever.” 



Bowlen adamant Denver deserves a 
Super Bowl 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
September 15, 2013 

Pat Bowlen looked outside his office in mid-August when Colorado and the Broncos' 
training camp were enjoying unseasonably pleasant temperatures. 

A couple of weeks later brought a string of 90-degree days. This past week dumped 
historic amounts of September rain. 

If Colorado is really lucky, all this rain might eventually turn to snow. 

The point here is not to douse or melt or chill Denver's future Super Bowl bid 
because of unpredictable weather. The point is the NFL should bring the Super Bowl 
here and enjoy whatever Colorado might bring. 

"When I look at that, we do get a few snowstorms and the weather's not always 
perfect," Bowlen said on that mid-August afternoon. "But so what? Everybody says, 
'What if it snows?' We'll take the snow off the field and we'll play the game." 

Bowlen has been the Broncos' owner for going on 30 seasons. With Peyton Manning 
at quarterback, Bowlen has a chance to bring the Broncos to Super Bowl XLVIII this 
season. 

This season's Super Bowl will be featured for a week in the New York City market, 
and played in New Jersey's MetLife Stadium, where its open roof may well expose 
the Big Game to the wintry elements off the Eastern Seaboard. 

The Broncos play the New York Giants in this same New Jersey stadium Sunday. 
The Broncos' motto this season has been Super Bowl or bust. With a little more 
thought, their slogan could have been to start their road schedule in New York, and 
end it in New York. 

"I mean, how can you not play the Super Bowl in New York?" Bowlen said. "Give 
me a break. The championship game should be played around the league. 
Everybody should have an opportunity to have it. 

"But, that's hard to sell. Because they'll say if we play in Denver in a snowstorm 
that would be bad. I don't know if it's going to be bad. Let's take the snow off the 
field and play the game." 



With 293 victories, Bowlen is about to reach the 300-win milestone faster than any 
NFL owner. His Broncos have played in five Super Bowls, winning two of them. 

The crown jewel to his ownership legacy, though, would be if the Broncos play, and 
win, the Super Bowl in Denver, in their own downtown stadium. 

The Broncos and city of Denver are putting together a bid to host the Super Bowl. 
Once the New York/New Jersey Super Bowl rains its confetti on the evening of Feb. 
2, Denver will begin fortifying its bid. 

It very likely will be a candidate to host the Super Bowl in either 2018, 2019 or 
2020. The risk of chilly, snowy weather will be the greatest obstacle to Denver's 
bid.

New York's Super Bowl will have an impact. It's my belief Denver should hope this 
season's New York Super Bowl be played in wintry conditions while more than 100 
million viewers remain riveted to their snowy plasma screens till the final second. 

But what the NFL and Super Bowl selection committee must realize is you don't 
bring the event to Denver and pray for decent weather. You bring the Super Bowl 
to Denver because it's Denver. 

"This is a football town," Bowlen said. "It's not like it would be very difficult to host 
it here. You couldn't have enough tickets. 

"They make a lot out of that where you have to worry about the weather. Bull. 
Every team plays in rain or snow or cold or whatever. I'd love to bring the Super 
Bowl here." 



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen: "This is (the 
fans') team. It's not my team. They have 
a stake in it too." 
By Mike Klis  
The Denver Post 
August 18, 2013 

Time can play tricks on everyone, and it's no different for Pat Bowlen. 

Bowlen has been the Broncos' owner for going on his 30th season. Long enough for 
Keith Bishop to go from one of his starting guards to head of team security. Long 
enough for John Elway to go from second-year quarterback to head of football 
operations. Long enough for a lifetime. 

And sometimes it hurries. 

Bowlen is only eight victories from becoming the ninth individual owner in NFL 
history to reach 300 wins. If the Broncos meet expectations this season, Bowlen will 
join the 300 club the fastest. 

"I couldn't tell you I thought it was going to become what it is," Bowlen said. "When 
you get into this business, at an age when you're a lot younger than I am now (69), 
you don't really know what you're doing. It takes you a while to adjust. To me it 
was a real challenge. It was a fun deal. You have your disappointments. You have 
your losses and your wins. When you come in and buy a football team, you don't 
really understand the picture until you're there for a while." 

On the wall behind Bowlen's desk is not any Broncos-related picture, but a large 
black-and-white drawing by Italian artist Aldo Luongo. There are two Luongo art 
pieces on the back wall that Bowlen bought 20 years ago during a trip to Italy. 

On a recent morning, Bowlen is at a table near his glass-enclosed, walk-out, 
second-floor deck, in front of an overhanging palm tree-like plant whose pointy 
leaves need to be pushed away. 

He looks out the window. 

"Well, we filled up over there," Bowlen said, observing the morning crowd at 
training camp last week. Between the fans on the far berm and Bowlen were his 
players on the practice fields. 



When Bowlen bought the Broncos in March 1984, a strong base of the team's 
popularity awaited. The 1977 Orange Crush team drew manic support, and the 
acquisition of John Elway the quarterback in 1983 added another layer of 
excitement. 

Bowlen built on that mania. The Broncos' sellout streak has grown to 333 
consecutive home games. Pity the other programming on the hundreds of available 
channels when the Broncos are playing on TV. 

He has nourished the fan base with an insatiable will to win. 

"This is their team," Bowlen said, looking at his loyal gathering below. "It's not my 
team. I think if you manage your club well, the fans appreciate that. They have a 
stake in it too. They buy tickets." 

Broncos staying in the family 

No matter how much winning helps make time fly, it waits for no one. Time reaches 
that point where one has to think about the day it runs out. 

"If something were to happen to me, I've already made this clear: This team is 
going to stay in the Bowlen family no matter what," Bowlen said. "It's a great asset. 
And it's a lot of fun if you do it right." 

Bowlen has had fun, put it that way. Know what the most amazing building block to 
the brink of 300 wins has been? No, not the five Super Bowl seasons, as much as 
they helped boost the overall record. 

No, the most astonishing feat in Bowlen's stewardship is the Broncos have had only 
five losing seasons in 29 years. Wonder what the fans in Detroit, Cleveland, 
Jacksonville, Tampa Bay, Buffalo, Arizona, St. Louis or Oakland, to name a bunch, 
think about an owner who's had only five losing records in 29 seasons. 

"He's a resource, no doubt," said Broncos coach John Fox. "The success he's had, 
the consistency. And you look inside of that. He's here all the time. He's 
encouraging. He's upbeat." 

For going on 30 years, Bowlen has been in his office nearly every day during the 
season. His management style is instructive in that his employees know he's in the 
building, paying attention, yet he doesn't micromanage. 

"He's got a good feel for that, but I will tell you this: He knows when to apply 
pressure in a timely way. That's a knack he has," Elway said. 

Look at how Bowlen treated his four head coaches before Fox was hired. With Dan 
Reeves and Mike Shanahan, he showed loyalty. He was patient through the 



occasional lean season, allowing their tenures to exceed a decade. But with Wade 
Phillips and Josh McDaniels, Bowlen demonstrated that he wasn't married to a 
philosophy. Neither coach went past his second season. Bowlen believed Shanahan 
was an upgrade from Phillips. In McDaniels, Bowlen realized a mistake and didn't 
wait to correct it. 

"When you bring your coaches in and you have the opportunity to see what they 
can do, it doesn't take you very long to decide whether this guy is going to make it 
or not," Bowlen said. "Your instincts have to be there. Sometimes you're right and 
sometimes you're wrong. And when you're wrong, you have to understand that and 
let it go. That's my responsibility." 

Bowlen experienced his worst season as an owner in 2010. After that 4-12 disaster, 
he brought in Elway to run the football department and Fox the coaching staff. 
Badabing, badaboom, the Broncos won the AFC West and a playoff game in the 
2011 season. 

"Not a bad season, but not a great season either," Bowlen said as he walked out of 
Gillette Stadium after the Broncos' playoff loss at New England. "I want a great 
season." 

And so, Peyton Manning was brought in to play quarterback. From four wins in 
2010, the Broncos went 13-3 in 2012. Let other teams go through their three- to 
five-year rebuilding process. Bowlen has gone 14 seasons without hoisting the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy. His team is the prohibitive favorite to do so this season. 

"Yeah, I'm anxious," Bowlen said. "But I'm also optimistic. My goal is the same as 
every season: 16-0. Win the Super Bowl. I'm smart enough to know we're not 
going to win it every year. But I always think I can." 

"I'm feeling great" 

Fox worked with six NFL owners before he came to Denver. For Elway and Broncos 
president Joe Ellis, Bowlen is pretty much the only owner they have known. 

Bowlen, who is shy by nature, has gone in recent years from a reluctant place in 
the spotlight to operating in the background. This has stirred speculation that he no 
longer has a substantial role running the team. 

"Not true," Ellis said. "We bring decisions to him, whether it's John Elway on the 
football side or myself on the business side. He wants it that way. If he doesn't 
agree with them or they don't make sense or he can tweak them to make them 
better, he says so." 



Ever fit and tan, Bowlen said, "I'm feeling great. I'm ready to go out and do the 
Ironman again." 

Seriously? 

"No," he said, laughing. "I'm done with that." 

It's been a couple of years since he jogged the Highline Trail. His back doesn't like 
it. 

"That's what happens when you're running on pavement; your back goes out a lot 
earlier," Bowlen said. "I can run for 5 miles, maybe. But for the most part, running 
has become passé." 

Bowlen is an elliptical guy now. He works out nearly every day. 

In more ways than one, Bowlen will reach the 300-win milestone in great shape. 
The records of Bill Bidwill, Ralph Wilson and William Clay Ford indicate the 
milestone can be more about longevity than success. In Bowlen's case, though, it's 
both. His .595 winning percentage is better than all those he's about to join. 

"They're friends of mine," Bowlen said. "I like to compete with them. I can pick up 
the phone today and call Dan Rooney and joke with him, 'Hey, I see you got your 
rear end kicked.' I like that fraternal stuff. You've got to have that relationship with 
the other owners." 

Even Al Davis, the rogue owner of the rival Raiders who died two years ago? 

"Al and I, we were sort of like this," Bowlen said as he clashed his two fists 
together. "But I understood him. I understood why he was that way. So it didn't 
really bother me. If he didn't like me, he would tell me. So it wasn't any big deal to 
me. I liked Al in some capacity. I respected what he was doing." 

Only three of the eight individual owners with at least 300 NFL victories are still 
alive. Bidwill is 82. Ford is 88. Wilson is 94. 

Bowlen is not yet 70. From outside his office windows, he soon will see an indoor 
practice facility being built. The plan is for the Broncos to be practicing in their new 
building during those stormy afternoons of 2014. 

Time moves quickly and Bowlen keeps up. 

"I've been blessed. I was around Wellington Mara when I was with the Giants," Fox 
said. "I was with the Steelers, and even though I was never around 'The Chief' (Art 
Rooney), Dan Rooney has been a well- respected owner around the league. 



"Two of those guys I mentioned are in the Hall of Fame, and I think ours will be. 
This is only my third season with 'Mr. B,' but it didn't take very long to see why 
they've been successful here." 

 

Successful ownership 

Pat Bowlen of the Broncos ranks 10th in NFL history in victories among individual 
owners: 

Owner, team, W-L 

1. George Halas, Bears, 463-318 

2. Al Davis, Raiders, 413-314 

3. Bud Adams, Titans, 406-425 

4. Ralph Wilson, Bills, 384-440 

5. Lamar Hunt, Chiefs, 381-332 

6. Art Rooney, Steelers, 334-362 

7. Bill Bidwill, Cardinals, 328-446 

7. William Clay Ford, Lions, 328-458 

9. Wellington Mara, Giants, 297-332 

10. Pat Bowlen, Broncos, 292-199 

 



Bowlen closing in on becoming 14th NFL 

owner to 300 wins 
 

By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
July 1, 2013 

 
If the Broncos come anywhere near expectations this year, Pat Bowlen would 

become only the 14th single or family NFL owner to reach 300 overall wins. 
And with his current .595 winning percentage, Bowlen would have the highest 
winningest percentage in the 300 club. 

 
It’s not completely accurate to call the 300-win club distionguished. The records of 

the Bidwells, Ralph Wilson, William Clay Ford and the Browns (particularly since 
Mike succeeded his father Paul) indicate the milestone is more about longevity than 
success. In Bowlen’s case, though, it’s both. 

 
The top overall NFL owners records as ranked by total wins (Does include the 

publicly-owned Packers, who don’t have a president who reached 300 wins): 
 
1. Bears Halas Family (George 463, Virginia 266) 729-543-40 (.573) 

2. Giants Mara Family (Tim 44, Jack 256, Wellington 297, John 81) 
678-563-33 (.546) 

3. Steelers Rooney Family (Art 334, Dan 260) 594-622-20 (.488) 
4. Cards Bidwells (Charles Sr. 38, Violet 72, Charles Jr. 66, Bill 328) 
504-724-35 (.410) 

5. Colts/Rams Rosenbloom Family (Carroll 238, Georgia 233, Chip 3) 
474-402-8 (.541) 

6. Raiders Davis Family (Al 413, Mark 10) 423-232-8 (.572) 
7. Chiefs Hunt Family (Lamar 381, Clark 31) 412-404-12 (.505) 
8. Bills Ralph Wilson 384-440-8 (.466) 

9. Browns/Ravens Art Modell 353-313-8 (.530) 
10. 49ers DeBartolo Family (Ed 243, Denise 106) 349-255-2 (.578) 

11. Lions William Clay Ford 328-458-15 (.419) 
12. Colts Irsay Family (Robert 155, Jim 166) 321-343-1 (.483) 
13. Bengals Brown Family (Paul 176, Mike 134) 310-396-2 (.439) 

14. Broncos Pat Bowlen 292-199-1 (.595) 
 



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen on the cusp of 
NFL owner history 
 

By Kyle Montgomery 
June 19, 2013 
MileHighReport.com 
 
Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen isn't usually mentioned as one of the great 
owners in the NFL by the mainstream media. 
 
He should be. 
 
Consider the chart below, excerpted from footballgeography.com, and see how it 
illustrates just how successful and just how relatively young Denver Broncos owner 
Pat Bowlen is when compared to the NFL's owner elite. And because Pat Bowlen 
very much belongs in that prestigious club. 
 
With 292 wins as owner of the Denver Broncos, Pat Bowlen is already among the 
Top 10 owners in wins, all-time.That number puts him sixth in AFL/AFC history as 
well. 
 

Now, consider: 
• Bowlen is the only owner in the Top 10 with a tenure of under 30 seasons. 
• In fact, he is the only owner in the Top 10 with less than 40 seasons with his 
club. 
• Bowlen's win percentage (.595) is the highest in the Top 10. 
• Bowlen is six Broncos wins away from moving into the Top 9. 
• Bowlen will very likely cross the 300-win mark in 2013, which will make him 
the ninth owner to do so. 
• Based on the tenures of other owners with over 300 wins, Bowlen will be one 
of the fastest owners to reach 300 wins, if not the fastest. 
 
I considered Bowlen underrated, but even I was undervaluing Denver's owner of 29 
seasons, not knowing he was among the ten winningest owners all time. Between 
this, recognition for his philanthropy, and the prospect of winning a third Super 
Bowl in franchise history, 2013 promises to be a big year for Pat Bowlen. 

A big year among decades of good ones. 

  



HOFers Talk About Playing for Bowlen 

Stuart Zaas 
DenverBroncos.com 
May 26, 2013 

Four Broncos Hall-of-Famers talked their gratitude for Broncos Owner & CEO Pat 
Bowlen.  

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- All four of the Broncos' Hall-of-Fame players were present 
last week as the Mizel Institute named Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen its 2013 
Community Enrichment Award recipient. 

 

Three of the four played for the team under Bowlen's ownership with running back 
Floyd Little being the only one to precede Mr. Bowlen. 

 

Below is what each of the players had to say about playing for Mr. Bowlen -- or in 
Little's case, what Mr. Bowlen means to him even though he never played for him. 

 

Executive Vice President of Football Operations and Hall-of-Fame Quarterback John 
Elway: 

 

On Mr. Bowlen as an owner when Elway was a player 
“Winning starts at the top. With Pat being the competitor that he is—he’s an athlete 
when he was younger with all the triathlons that he did, I think that carried over 
into his business life and how he ran the Denver Broncos. As a player, you can’t 
play for a better owner, because his main goal was to win World Championships. As 
a player to have an owner that starts at the top to give you every opportunity to try 
to win a world championship, that’s what it’s all about.” 

 

On Mr. Bowlen as an owner now that Elway is an executive  
“He lets you do your work. But he has high expectations, too, as he did as a player, 
the same thing for all of his employees. But he gives you your space to do what you 
can do and gives you the resources to be successful. He’s the reason why the 
Broncos have been as successful as they have in his tenure here.” 

 

On getting to know Mr. Bowlen more as an executive 
“I was fortunate when I was playing to have a relationship with him, so he’s really 
pretty much the same guy in this position as he was as a player other than the fact 
that my responsibilities are a heck of a lot different. The pressure was still there as 
a player as well as working for him.” 

 



On his relationship with Mr. Bowlen 
“I think one of the great things is we kind of grew up in the league together, even 
though he came in my second year. I was a young buck and he was just getting to 
know football, too, so we kind of grew within the NFL together. As a player, he gave 
us that opportunity, but I think it was fun to be able to grow up with him. That’s 
why I’ve had the relationship with him that I’ve had over the years.” 

 

Hall-of-Fame Running Back Floyd Little: 

  

On what Mr. Bowlen means to him even though he didn’t play for him 
“What Pat has done is he’s created the Ring of Fame. He’s brought us all together. 
He honors and respects all players that played for the Broncos. So by him having 
an alumni association, by him having the Ring of Fame, where my name is 
prominently displayed—he’s the one that retired my jersey. So when you talk about 
Pat Bowlen and what he’s done, in fact, I was at practice with him today. He and I 
sat and talked for quite a while at practice today. He’s done so much for this 
community and for pro football, he’s got to be one of the top five franchises in the 
National Football League. He has done a remarkable job with the fan base and with 
the charities that he sponsors and having John Elway, an icon, be his spokesperson 
now. I tell you what, and having the chance to know John Fox and Jack Del Rio, 
hey, you don’t find better coaches than these guys. I just think that Pat and John 
and they have Peyton Manning. Peyton came over and hugged me today. If they 
can get another three, four years out of him, he’s going to be just what we need.” 

 

On Mr. Bowlen doing everything he can to help the team win 
“He’s been a players’ owner. He’s there, he works out with them, he greets them 
all, he meets the rookies—most owners don’t do that. Most owners are far 
removed. But Pat’s a hands-on guy, and he likes to mix it up. I like Pat Bowlen as a 
person. He’s an athlete—he ran the triathlon, and he’s done a lot of things. He 
bleeds the same way we do. That’s what makes Pat Bowlen so special. It’s because 
he is one of us as an athlete. He understands u 
 
 

Hall-of-Fame Tight End Shannon Sharpe 

 

On playing for Mr. Bowlen 
“Ninety percent of what I’ve got is because of Mr. Bowlen. My kids get to go to 
school and will graduate college and not have to worry about student loans. I get to 
live a lifestyle that a lot of 44-, soon-to-be-45-year-olds dream of because of Mr. 
Bowlen. What he meant to this organization, what he meant to this city—I 
remember when I got elected to the Hall of Fame, he might have been the first or 
second person to call me. He told me congratulations. He told me how proud he 
was of me. And he asked me how many people did I think I was going to bring. I 
said, ‘Mr. Bowlen, I’m going to be honest, only my closest, closest people: mother, 
sister.’ I said I just can’t afford to invite—he said, ‘Don’t worry about a thing. Invite 



as many people as you want, and I’ll get them there.’ What he’s done for me and 
my family, what he’s done for the city of Denver, the state of Colorado, is second-
to-none. I know there  are a lot of owners in the National Football League. Some 
have won more championships than Mr. Bowlen. It would be hard-pressed for me 
to believe that there’s an owner in the National Football League that cares more 
about his city, about his state, about his players, than Mr. Bowlen.” 

 

On Mr. Bowlen doing everything he can to help the team win on the field  
“And to stay out of the spotlight. He didn’t want the spotlight. He didn’t want, ‘I 
think this guy should be playing, I want this guy to do more.’ That wasn’t what he 
was about. He wanted his players and his coaches to get all the credit. He stayed in 
the background. We knew we were winning because he gave the general manager, 
he gave the head coach the ability to go out and get certain players that we needed 
to be able to compete game-in and game-out, year-in and year-out to bring those 
Lombardi Trophies home. I’m glad I got an opportunity to start my career here. I’m 
even more honored and happy that I got an opportunity to finish it here. When I 
was a free agent the second time around, when I got released by Baltimore, there 
were a lot of teams that I spoke to, visited. But in my heart, I thought I knew if I 
couldn’t come back and finish my career in Denver, I was going to walk away. 
Because this was home. I really never wanted to leave. But circumstances beyond 
my control and beyond the team’s control, I had to go somewhere else for two 
years. But I needed to come back. I wanted to come back. This was my home. This 
was where it all started. They gave me an opportunity. They gave a skinny kid from 
Savannah State an opportunity to show that he could play in the National Football 
League. They showed, ‘We believe in you.’ And it was all because of Mr. Bowlen. 
When I came back, he got on the phone and he called me. He said, ‘I want you 
back. You’re not going anywhere else.’ And it was never about the money. I just 
wanted to come back home and play those last couple years for the fans in Denver 
and for, I think, the greatest owner in the National Football League.” 

  
 
Hall-of-Fame Tackle Gary Zimmerman 

 

On playing for Mr. Bowlen 
“Well, it kind of gave me a second lease on life. At Minnesota, you were just a 
number. Then when I came here, I saw the genuine concern that Pat had for all his 
players. He treated everybody as family. It just renewed my hope in the owners of 
this league. You honestly feel that Pat would do anything he could for any of his 

players. I think he feels that strongly about everybody. When I first realized this 
was the turkey scam—we always had the turkey scam in Minnesota. In Denver, 
they had the sign-up sheet and I thought it was all a scam; then I come into the 
locker room and there’s Pat sticking turkeys in our locker. I’m like, ‘What’s going on 
here?’ I thought it was a whole joke. That was the first time I understood what Pat 
really was. He’d always come down into the locker room and hang out with the 
guys. I’d never met an owner in Minnesota in seven years. So for Pat to come down 
and talk to you and be able to talk to him openly as a man, it was just incredible. 
As everybody knows, the Bowlens are one of the most generous families in the 



country, I think. I go back to the Hall of Fame and talk about the owners. The 
Broncos are by far one of the most favorite teams to play for as a player. I think 
the Patriots are up there, but I think hopefully someday Pat will be in the Hall of 
Fame, because he deserves that.” 

 

On Mr. Bowlen doing everything he can to help the team win 
“I think that’s still going on now. Pat will do whatever it takes to win. John’s coming 
out and doing that, too. He did everything. He wants to win. It’s not a dollars and 
cents to him; he’ll do whatever it takes to win. I think that’s been evident in his 
record with the Broncos over the years.” 

  



Broncos owner Pat Bowlen is honored 
with Mizel community service award 
 
Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
May 23, 2013 
 
All of the Broncos' Hall of Famers were there. 
 
John Elway, Gary Zimmerman, Floyd Little, Shannon Sharpe. Colorado's governor 
showed up too. Denver's mayor. The men were dressed in sport coats and ties, the 
women in formal dresses. 
 
In all, 2,200 of Colorado's most distinguished showed up at the Wings Over the 
Rockies Air & Space Museum in Denver to honor Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, who 
received the Mizel Institute Community Enrichment Award for his years of 
community service. 
 
"He gave back while he tried to win," Broncos president Joe Ellis said. "He's always 
been about winning. He's very pleased with the way things are now with our 
organization. And he wants nothing more than to get back to the Super Bowl and 
win it, I can tell you that. But his legacy in the community as someone who gives 
back is something that's been consistent throughout his 30 years here." 
 
Perhaps Bowlen's greatest contribution to the community, though, has been civic 
pride. The Broncos, by and large, have a team the Denver area is proud to call its 
own. Here are a few of the remarkable numbers Bowlen has accumulated since he 
bought the Broncos in March 1984: an NFL-most 177 home wins and 292 wins 
overall, a little more than 10 wins per season. 
 
Bowlen's Broncos have had only five losing seasons in 29 years. Five. 
 
"That starts at the top," said Elway, who quarterbacked the Broncos to their two 
Super Bowl titles and now is their football operations boss. "It's not easy to win in 
this league. Pat knows how to get the right people in the spots. And then give them 
the rope to do their job. He has a tremendous feel for people and he has 
tremendous instincts. I don't think people realize that about him." 
 
Bowlen wasn't made available to the media Wednesday, but this was a night when 
he was recognized as much for the $25 million he has donated to Denver-area 
charities over the years. 
 
"He's always been from the very beginning highly competitive. We all know that," 
said Tom Jackson, a former Broncos linebacker who gained greater fame as an NFL 
analyst for ESPN. "But I think what separates Pat is he's this owner with a great 
heart. And that, from my experience, is very rare." 



 
Think about Bowlen's relationship with Elway over the years. Bowlen finally gets the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy at the end of the 1997 season, and what does he say? "This 
one's for John." They owned an Arena League franchise together. Bowlen employed 
Elway as a quarterback, and now as his front-office boss. 
 
It's an owner-player relationship that's unprecedented. 
 
"One of the great things is we kind of grew up in the league together," Elway said. 
"When you've accumulated a lot of wealth, there's a reason why you got there," 
Sharpe said. "It's hard for you to take a back seat. Mr. Bowlen has always been like 
that, where it doesn't bother him that John is the face of this franchise. We know 
there's certain franchises in the National Football League where that wouldn't be 
possible. That just goes to show you, Mr. Bowlen, it's not about being seen." 
  



Broncos' best gather to honor owner Pat 
Bowlen 
 
Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
May 23, 2013 
 
DENVER (AP) — For the first time ever, all four Hall of Fame members of the 
Denver Broncos gathered under one roof — an old hangar at what used to be Lowry 
Air Force Base — and they were there to honor team owner Pat Bowlen. 
 
With John Elway, Shannon Sharpe, Floyd Little and Gary Zimmerman on hand, the 
69-year-old Bowlen received the Mizel Institute's 2013 Community Enrichment 
Award for his philanthropic leadership in Colorado and his nearly three-decade long 
stewardship of the Broncos. 
 
"I'm glad there are four now, we've come a long way since '04," said Elway, who 
was the first Bronco to get a bronze bust in Canton, Ohio. "Hopefully, we can get a 
couple more in there soon." 
 
Like Bowlen. 
 
"Hopefully, one day Pat will be in the Hall of Fame himself because he deserves 
that," Zimmerman said. 
 
Bowlen is chairman of the board of Denver Broncos Charities, which has donated 
more than $25 million to charitable organizations over the last 20 years. 
 
"He's a generous guy, he's got a big heart," said Elway, Bowlen's 
quarterbackturned-front office chief. 
 
And he's a demanding, fiercely competitive and behind-the-scenes owner with a 
reputation for spending whatever it takes to field a winner. 
 
"It's not easy to win in this league but he knows how to get the right people in the 
right spots and then he gives them the rope to do their jobs," Elway said. "He has 
tremendous instincts about people." 
 
At 292-199-1, Bowlen and New York Giants founder Tim Mara are the only three-
decade owners in pro football history to win 60 percent of their games. 
 
The Broncos' 177 home wins are the most in the NFL since he bought the team in 
1984, when Elway was his quarterback, not his front office chief, and the Broncos' 
five losing seasons during those 29 years are the fewest in the league over that 
span. 
 



"I know there are a lot of great owners in the National Football League," Sharpe 
said. "Some have won more championships than Mr. Bowlen. I would be 
hardpressed to believe that there's an owner that cares more about his city, about 
his state, about his players than Mr. Bowlen does." 
 
When Elway brought Bowlen his first of consecutive championships in the late 
1990s, the owner took the Lombardi Trophy in his hand at center stage after an 
epic win over heavily favored Green Bay and declared, "This one's for John." 
 
Elway longs to return the favor. 
 
"Well, that's my goal," Elway said. "That would be a special moment. But we still 
have a lot of work ahead of us." 
 
"I think there's a good chance for that," Zimmerman said. "I think there's a good 
chance for more than one. I see a team right now that if things go right ... they're 
queued up to be a force for the reckoning." 
 
Elway said Bowlen's competitive nature as a triathlete when he was younger 
translated into his business life "and how he ran the Broncos." 
 
"Winning starts at the top," Elway said. "... He's there every day still. We all know 
what he wants." 
 
Another Lombardi Trophy. 
 
Zimmerman said he first realized Bowlen was a different type of owner when he 
signed up for a turkey his first Thanksgiving in Denver, thinking it was all a joke. 
 
"In Minnesota we always had the turkey scam and they had the sign-up sheet and I 
came in and thought it was all a scam and then I come into the locker room and 
there's Pat sticking turkeys into our lockers," Zimmerman recounted. "That was the 
first time I really understood what Pat really was about." 
 
When Peyton Manning kicked off his whirlwind free agency tour in Denver last year, 
Zimmerman said he knew right then and there that any other teams pursuing the 
four-time MVP were just wasting their time. 
 
"I knew he'd be a Bronco before he did because once he visited here and met with 
Mr. Bowlen I knew there was no way he could go anywhere else," Zimmerman said. 
Sharpe said Manning's signing shows that Bowlen is as driven for a championship 
today as he ever was. 
 
"I wish T.D.'s knee and my knee could hold up, we could help the cause," Sharpe 
said of former teammate Terrell Davis. "He wants it really bad. I think he deserves 
it." 
 
Little played long before Bowlen bought the team but he has just as deep a respect 



for the man who retired his jersey and put his name of the team's Ring of Fame. 
 
"Pat's been one of the greatest owners in the NFL," Little said. 
The Super Bowl trophies the Broncos won in the late 1990s were transported from 
the team's headquarters about 20 miles away and were on display at the Mizel 
Institute's gala at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum where Bowlen 
was feted. 
 
"This is a great night for Pat Bowlen, and it's a well-deserved honor," team 
president Joe Ellis said. "He's always trying to put a great team on the field each 
and every year and then giving back to the community." 
 
The Denver-based Mizel Institute consists of a Jewish art, culture and history 
museum and the Counterterrorism Education Learning Lab (The Cell), dedicated to 
combating the threat of terrorism. 
  



 

'Special Night' as Bowlen Honored for 

Community Enrichment 

Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen received the Mizel Institute's 2013 Community 
Enrichment Award Wednesday night in front of more than 2,000 guests, including 
Broncos Hall of Famers.  

Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 
May 22, 2013 
 

DENVER -- For 30 years, Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen has been giving to 
the Colorado community. 

 

Wednesday night, the community gave back to him. 

 

The Mizel Institute honored Bowlen with its 2013 Community Enrichment Award, 
recognizing his philanthropic leadership throughout the state of Colorado. 

 

"Pat was a guy that really turned everything around and made winning the tradition 
with the Broncos," Executive Vice President of Football Operations John Elway said.  

"The work that he's done, the resources that he's given -- not only with the Broncos 
but that he's given to the whole Rocky Mountain region. He's a generous guy with a 
big heart. There couldn't be a better guy getting this award tonight." 

 

Broncos coaches, players and staff were in attendance to support Bowlen at the 
annual gala dinner, held at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum. 

 

Hall of Famers Floyd Little, Shannon Sharpe and Gary Zimmerman and Ring of 
Famers Tom Jackson and Tom Nalen were among the guests at the banquet, and all 
of them spoke highly of what Bowlen has meant to their lives and the lives of many 
throughout Colorado. 

 

"What he's done for the city of Denver, the state of Colorado, is second-to-none," 
Sharpe said. "I know there's a lot of owners in the National Football League. Some 
have won more championships than Mr. Bowlen. It would be hard-pressed for me 
to believe that there's an owner in the National Football League that cares more 
about his city, about his state, about his players, than Mr. Bowlen." 

 



"We all came back for Pat," Little added. "They're celebrating and honoring him, 
and we wanted to be here." 

 

The community enrichment award is given annually to an individual who makes 
outstanding contributions to Denver communities. 

 

"I think it kind of is a summation of a terrific career," Broncos President Joe Ellis 
said. "Thirty years of just being a great owner for not only the team but for the city 
and the community. It's a special night for him, for sure." 

 

Bowlen, who has owned the Broncos since 1984, was recognized for a number of 
initiatives, not the least of which is Denver Broncos Charities, which has donated 
more than $25 million to charitable organizations in Denver and surrounding areas 
since the inception of the fund in 1993. Bowlen is the chairman of the board. 

 

Under Bowlen's leadership, the Broncos have partnered with and supported a 
variety of causes throughout the community, including Bonfils Blood Center, the 
NFL's Play 60 program, the Inner City Health Center, HealthONE’s Rocky Mountain 
Hospital for Children, Food Bank of the Rockies, the Denver Metropolitan chapter of 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, the Denver Rescue Mission, the American Heart 
Association, Boys & Girls Club of Metro Denver, Habitat for Humanity of Metro 

Denver, The United Way and Denver Public School Athletics. 

 

"This city and state are better places to live because of all your efforts," Colorado 
Governor John Hickenlooper told Bowlen on stage during the banquet. 

 

This year, the Broncos just completed their Be a Champion in the Community 
Week, which featured 10 service projects over a five-day span. Nearly 70 percent of 
the roster along with staff, cheerleaders and corporate partners participated. 

 

"As a team, we made a commitment to doing a lot of work in the community," tight 
end Julius Thomas said while helping Food Bank of the Rockies distribute meals. "I 
think it says the kind of guys we have in our locker room that we're willing to come 
out here and give our time, and we actually appreciate doing this. This isn't 
something that we were dreading, we look forward to coming out and spending 
time in the community, just showing people how much we appreciate what they do 
for us throughout the year." 

 

That charitable attitude within the organization starts with Bowlen. 

 

"Pat was always doing community events and we were always encouraged to get 
involved in the community," Zimmerman said. "The longer I stayed here, the more 
I understood what he was about. ... I saw he was a true and genuine guy." 



 

So it didn't surprise any of the other Broncos in attendance that more than more 
than 2,000 guests showed up to the banquet to honor Bowlen. NFL Commissioner 
Roger Goodell even sent in a taped message for the banquet. 

 

"I knew that this community would turn out like they are tonight," Jackson said. 
"It's not just because he owns the Denver Broncos, it's because of the person that 
he is." 

 

Bowlen accepted the honor at the very end of the night, in front of the four Broncos 
Hall of Famers in attendance, to a standing ovation. 

 

"Kindness, humility and generosity I think are three traits that sum up Pat Bowlen," 
Ellis said. "He's very deserving of this award tonight." 

 

  



Colorado Leaders Praise Bowlen's 
Philanthropy 

Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper and Denver Mayor Michael Hancock both 
shared their thoughts on Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen's humanitarian work as he is 
set to receive the Mizel Institute's Community Enrichment Award. 

Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 
Mar 17, 2013 
 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- This May, the Mizel Institute will honor Broncos Owner Pat 
Bowlen for his philanthropic leadership throughout the state of Colorado. 

 

He is set to receive the 2013 Community Enrichment Award at the institute's 
Annual Gala Dinner at Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum on May 22. 

 

In the meantime, Colorado's leaders have chimed in on how deserving Bowlen is of 
the recognition. 

 

“Pat Bowlen’s passion is not just about fielding a great football team,” said 
Governor John Hickenlooper, who will be featured in a video acknowledging Bowlen 
before he receives the award. “He brings a unique intensity to everything he does 
and that’s lead to a Broncos brand that’s bigger than football, it has become part of 
the fabric of the community, and Pat is part of this city’s heart and soul.” 

 

Bowlen, owner of the Broncos since 1984, is being recognized for a number of 
initiatives, not the least of which is Denver Broncos Charities, which has donated 
more than $25 million to charitable organizations in Denver and surrounding areas 
since the inception of the fund in 1993. Bowlen is the chairman of the board. 

 

He has also served as the Honorary Chairman of the Colorado Special Olympics for 
the past 19 years and as Honorary Chairman of the Stadium Stampede (formerly 
the Colorado Family Classic) benefitting St. Joseph’s Hospital Foundation for 28 
years. Other organizations benefiting from Bowlen’s leadership and participation 
include the University of Denver, Capuchin Friars, University of Northern Colorado, 
Rose Medical Center, American Ireland Fund, Irish Community Center, Hawaii 
Maritime Center, Alberta Bar Association, Law Society of Alberta and the Young 
Presidents’ Organization. 

 

He was elected to the University of Denver Board of Trustees in 1987 and is 
currently a member of the DU Athletic Affairs Committee. Previously, he served on 



the Institutional Advancement Committee and the Institutional 
Advancement/University Relations subcommittee. 

 

Under Bowlen's leadership, the Broncos have partnered with and supported a 
variety of causes throughout the community, including Bonfils Blood Center, the 
NFL's Play 60 program, the Inner City Health Center, HealthONE’s Rocky Mountain 
Hospital for Children, Food Bank of the Rockies, the Denver Metropolitan chapter of 
Susan G. Komen for the Cure, the Denver Rescue Mission, the American Heart 
Association, Boys & Girls Club of Metro Denver, Habitat for Humanity of Metro 
Denver, The United Way and Denver Public School Athletics. 

 

Hickenlooper, a previous winner of the award Bowlen is set to receive, said the 
Broncos owner provides far more to the state than just football. 

 

“In Colorado we are struggling to find ways to give all kids a fair chance,” 
Hickenlooper said. “No one tries harder than Pat Bowlen — he lobbies for kids, 
gives them a hand up and a running start toward their futures.” 

 

Denver Mayor Michael Hancock will also be featured in the video during the awards 
banquet. Both Colorado leaders spent time at Sports Authority Field at Mile High 
last week to share their thoughts on Bowlen's humanitarian work. 

 

The Mizel Institute is now in its 31st year as a nationally recognized institution 
comprised of two distinct programs -- the Mizel Museum of Jewish art, culture and 
history, and the Counterterrorism Education Learning Lab. 

 

For more information on the banquet honoring Bowlen, or to order tickets, visit 
MizelInsitute.org. 

 



Bowlen Honored for Philanthropic 

Leadership 

Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

December 18, 2012 

Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen will receive the Mizel Institute's 2013 Community 
Enrichment Award. 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- On Sunday, Broncos Owner and CEO Pat Bowlen received a 

game ball after the franchise's first win in Baltimore against the Ravens. 

On Tuesday, he received another honor -- this one for recognizing his philanthropic 
leadership throughout the state of Colorado. 

The Mizel Institute is honoring Bowlen with its 2013 Community Enrichment Award. 

“This year we pay tribute to a genuine leader in the sports industry and our 

community," said Larry Mizel, founder of the Mizel Institute. "Pat Bowlen has 
contributed substantially to enriching the lives of Coloradans along with football 
enthusiasts around the world. It is appropriate that we honor him for his profound 

and longstanding devotion to our community.” 

The award is given annually to an individual who makes oustanding contributions to 
Denver communities. 

Bowlen, owner of the Broncos since 1984, is being recognized for a number of 

initiatives, not the least of which is Denver Broncos Charities, which has donated 
more than $25 million to charitable organizations in Denver and surrounding areas 

since the inception of the fund in 1993. Bowlen is the chairman of the board. 

He has also served as the Honorary Chairman of the Colorado Special Olympics for 
the past 19 years and as Honorary Chairman of the Stadium Stampede (formerly 
the Colorado Family Classic) benefitting St. Joseph’s Hospital Foundation for 28 

years. Other organizations benefiting from Bowlen’s leadership and participation 
include the University of Denver, Capuchin Friars, University of Northern Colorado, 

Rose Medical Center, American Ireland Fund, Irish Community Center, Hawaii 
Maritime Center, Alberta Bar Association, Law Society of Alberta and the Young 
Presidents’ Organization. 

He was elected to the University of Denver Board of Trustees in 1987 and is 
currently a member of the DU Athletic Affairs Committee. Previously, he served on 
the Institutional Advancement Committee and the Institutional 

Advancement/University Relations subcommittee. 



Under Bowlen's leadership, the Broncos have partnered with and supported a 
variety of causes throughout the community, including Bonfils Blood Center, the 

NFL's Play 60 program, the Inner City Health Center, HealthONE’s Rocky Mountain 
Hospital for Children, Food Bank of the Rockies, the Denver Metropolitan chapter of 

Susan G. Komen for the Cure, the Denver Rescue Mission, the American Heart 
Association, Boys & Girls Club of Metro Denver, Habitat for Humanity of Metro 
Denver, The United Way and Denver Public School Athletics. 

Bowlen joins notable past recipients including Governor John Hickenlooper, Glenn 
R. Jones, Sharon Magness Blake, W. Dean Singleton, Norman Brownstein and Anna 
and John J. Sie. 

“Previous honorees have been remarkable individuals — distinctive in their 

accomplishments — professionally, civically and philanthropically,” Mizel said. 

The Mizel Institute is now in its 31st year as a nationally recognized institution 
comprised of two distinct programs -- the Mizel Museum of Jewish art, culture and 

history, and the Counterterrorism Education Learning Lab. 

The Mizel Institute’s Annual Gala Dinner, where Bowlen will receive his award, takes 
place at the Wings Over the Rockies Air & Space Museum at 6 p.m. on May 22, 

2013. 

More information can be found at MizelInstitute.org. 

http://www.mizelinstitute.org/


Bowlen: The Key To Broncos Fan Pride 

David Graham 
PredominantlyOrange.com 
February 8, 2011 

In a press conference following the hiring of current head coach Hue Jackson,
Oakland Raiders owner Al Davis spent time discussing the fines he levied against 
former coach Tom Cable as well as other issues he had. It was eerily reminiscent 
of Davis’ press conference when he hired Cable after the release of Lane Kiffin,
where David took the opportunity to openly air out his issues with Kiffin, focusing 
on the past instead of the future. 

Could any Broncos fan see owner Pat Bowlen doing this? My guess is no. 

Bowlen is the face of a classy organization, one he has worked hard to build up for 
years. Even after a difficult 2010 season, it is easy for Broncos fans to hold their 
heads high. They know that the difficulties of this year are the exception, not the 
rule, and that Bowlen is working hard and dedicating himself to getting the Broncos 
back to greatness. 

Bowlen’s 27 years as owner of the Broncos are characterized with highlights of 
greatness. In the same year Bowlen took over, the Broncos received legendary 
quarterback John Elway in a trade with the Baltimore Colts. Elway won two Super 
Bowls for the Broncos, got to three additional Super Bowls and became the face of 
the Broncos’ success before his retirement. Elway has returned to the Broncos’ 
Football Operations group to revitalize the team after a difficult season. 

Elway wasn’t Bowlen’s only great move. Broncos’ Ring of Fame players Karl
Mecklenburg, Gary Zimmerman, Steve Atwater, Terrell Davis and Shannon 
Sharpe were all brought on with the Broncos under Bowlen’s regime. 

Perhaps one of the best personnel decisions by Bowlen was the hiring of Mike
Shanahan. Shanahan’s success with the Broncos was astounding: he finished with 
more wins (138), playoff wins (8) and Super Bowl wins (2) than any other Broncos 
head coach. Shanahan’s eye for talented running backs, or at least making running 
backs look talented, was also amazing: Davis, Olandis Gary, Mike Anderson,
Clinton Portis, Rueben Droughns, and Tatum Bell are just some of the running 
backs that thrived under Shanahan. 

The moment that stands out to every Broncos fan as a moment reflective of what a 
truly great owner Bowlen has proven to be was when the Broncos released 
Shanahan. At a teary press conference, Bowlen described the release as “…as tough 
as it gets.” He and Shanahan had developed a close relationship over the 14 years 
Shanahan was in place as head coach, and while the business decision of moving 



on needed to be made for both the Broncos and Shanahan, it was not made easily 
or with anger from either side. 

And that truly is a representation of what makes Bowlen a great owner and, as a 
result, the Broncos a great franchise. Bowlen builds the organization like a family 
but operates it like a business. In listening to the press conference, Bowlen barely 
reference his own feelings, instead discussing how “the team” moves forward and 
what is best for “the team”. A decision regarding the Broncos was a decision Bowlen 
took to heart. Bowlen has and continues to reach out to fans, showing them how he 
is working towards the team’s success and the future of the team. It’s a business 
that Bowlen has filled with his family. 

Most NFL organizations aren’t built the way the Broncos are. How many times do 
owners well up when releasing a coach? How many owners dedicated Super Bowls 
won by the team to a player, shifting the focus away from himself? It is difficult to 
think of any owners beyond Bowlen who are that dedicated to a team. 

Ultimately, no matter how tough the season, every Broncos fan knows that a man 
of class and integrity that is Pat Bowlen is standing behind the program, working 
towards the future and success. It is why every Broncos fan can always be proud. 
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50 Most Influential people in sports 
business 2008 
 
Published December 15, 2008list n 

This year’s list naming the 50 Most Influential People in Sports Business almost felt 
like a sidebar to the debate that dominated our selection process. Time and time 
again, the discussion veered back to whether the crippled economy, clearly 
influencing decisions throughout the industry, needed to be recognized. 

Putting a phenomenon atop a list of people has been done before. It’s sometimes 
an innovative way to reflect extraordinary events, but it also can be a cop-out. So 
the debate turned to whether the man who would try to stabilize the economy, 
Barack Obama, was “the one.” Combine his outspokenness on the BCS and his love 
of sports, and we could envision him being the most active president this business 
has ever seen. But many sources stressed that the economy, not so much Obama, 
should be considered. 

#45Pat Bowlen 

Owner, Denver Broncos 

Change from 2007: Not Ranked  

Pat Bowlen is best known among football fans for his team’s two consecutive Super 
Bowl championships in the 1990s with John Elway. But with the NFL facing a 
pending labor war over the next few years, he may become better known to 
football fans as the man who helped save the game — or, more ominously, who 
brought about the NFL’s first labor stoppage in a quarter century. With a lockout 
potentially looming in 2011, Bowlen’s role as co-chairman of the owners’ labor 
committee will make him one of the most influential men in U.S. sports. 

Team Owners  Football 
1. Jerry Jones  1. Jerry Jones 
2. Robert Kraft  2. Roger Goodell 
3. John Henry  3. Robert Kraft 
4. Hal Steinbrenner  4. Jeffrey Kessler 
5. Mark Cuban  5. Tom Condon 
6. Jerry Richardson  6. Jerry Richardson 
7. Jeremy Jacobs  7. Pat Bowlen 
8. Pat Bowlen    
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1.  George Bodenheimer, President, ESPN/ABC Sports 
2.  Jerry Jones, Owner, Dallas Cowboys 
3.  David Stern, Commissioner, NBA 
4.  Roger Goodell, Commissioner, NFL 
5.  Dick Ebersol, Chairman, NBC Universal Sports and Olympics 
6.  Bud Selig, Commissioner, Major League Baseball 
7.  David Hill, Chairman, Fox Sports 
8.  Sean McManus, President, CBS Sports and CBS News 
9.  Brian France, Chairman and CEO, NASCAR 
10.  David Cohen, Executive vice president, Comcast Corp. 
11.  Tim Leiweke, President and CEO, AEG 
12.  Robert Kraft, Founder, chairman and CEO ,The Kraft Group 
13.  Gary Bettman, Commissioner, NHL 
14.  Charlie Denson, President, Nike Brand 
15.  Herbert Hainer, Chairman and CEO, Adidas 
16.  David Levy, President, Turner Sports 
17.  Tim Finchem, Commissioner, PGA Tour 
18.  Bob Dupuy, President and chief operating officer, Major League Baseball 
19.  Chase Carey, President and CEO, DirecTV 
20.  John Henry, Owner, New England Sports Ventures 
21.  George Pyne, President, IMG Sports and Entertainment 
22.  Tim Brosnan, Executive vice president, business, Major League Baseball 
23.  Jeffrey Kessler, Outside counsel, NFL Players Association and National Basketball 

Players Association 
24.  Adam Silver, Deputy commissioner, NBA 
25.  Myles Brand, President, NCAA 
26.  John Skipper, Executive vice president, content, ESPN 
27.  Casey Wasserman, Chairman and CEO, Wasserman Media Group 
28.  Hal Steinbrenner, Co-chairperson, New York Yankees 
29.  Bob Bowman, President and CEO, MLB Advanced Media 
30.  Jacques Rogge, President, International Olympic Committee 
31.  Jeff Shell, President, Comcast Programming Group 
32.  Don Garber ,Commissioner, Major League Soccer 
33.  Tom Condon, Co-head, football, CAA Sports 
34.  Kevin Plank, CEO and founder, Under Armour 
35.  Mark Cuban, Owner, Dallas Mavericks 
36.  Sean Bratches, Executive vice president, sales and marketing, ESPN 
37.  Carlos Brito, CEO, Anheuser-Busch InBev 
38.  Peter Moore, President, EA Sports 
39.  Jerry Richardson, Owner, Carolina Panthers 
40.  Tom McGovern, Director of sports marketing, OMD USA 
41.  Don Fehr, Executive director, Major League Baseball Players Association 
42.  Scott Boras, CEO, The Scott Boras Corp. 
43.  Jeremy Jacobs, Owner, Boston Bruins; Chairman & CEO, Delaware North Cos. 
44.   Billy Hunter, Executive director, National Basketball Players Association 
45.  Pat Bowlen, Owner, Denver Broncos 
46.  Rick Dudley, President and CEO, Octagon 
47.  Randy Freer, President, FSN Networks 
48.  Michael Levine, Co-head, CAA Sports 
49.  Peter Ueberroth, Former chairman, U.S. Olympic Committee 
50.  Eric Schmidt, Chairman and CEO, Google 

 



  

A conversation with Broncos owner Pat Bowlen 
By Lee Rasizer  

Wednesday, September 3, 2008  

This is your 25th year owning the Broncos. Do you still have the same drive, or have you learned 
to pace yourself? 

"(Laughs) Let's just say I'm 25 years older, so I pace myself a little better." 

How is it different all these years later? 

"Obviously, the league has changed dramatically in the way we do business. I think when I came in 
there were 28 teams, now there are 32. Total player salaries used to be in the $50 million to $60 million 
range, now they're at least double that.  

"It's just a different business. . . . Television is a much bigger part of the business. ESPN wasn't even 
really in existence in 1984. Let's face it, the NFL back in the '80s was definitely a big part of the sports 
business, but now it's grown to be a much bigger part of the entertainment business than it was.  

"It's a completely different landscape." 

You hold a lot of sway in the upcoming labor negotiations. Does that keep your full attention off 
the Broncos? 

"No. Labor was an issue back in the '80s. . . . There's a lot more money involved, simply because 
revenue has gone up so much. But I don't feel any differently about the process. We had a strike in what, 
'87? So that's part of the business. Unfortunately, as you get to be a more senior member of the league, I 
guess, you're supposed to be wiser, so they make you chairman of the labor committee, which is 
probably the worst job in the National Football League (laughs).  

"But we have other members of that committee, and we go forward." 

It's a decade since the second Super Bowl title, and the team has had only one playoff victory 
since. Is it easier or harder to remember the feeling? 

"No, I remember both those games like they were yesterday. You forget about the games we lost. You 
move away from those. And sometimes I have difficulty remembering who we played. But Super Bowl 
XXXII, it's almost like I can remember every play. That's just the way your brain works." 

As competitive as you are, how difficult is this decadelong drought, not getting another ring to add 
to the 1997-98 hardware? 
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"For me personally, absolutely, because the enjoyment you get out of this business is winning, and the 
ultimate enjoyment is winning the Super Bowl. So when you go 7-9, you're not really enjoying it at all. 
At least I'm not.  

"And if you go 13-3 and lose in the AFC Championship Game, you get a lot of enjoyment out of it but 
great disappointment at the end of the season. The dichotomy here is the real deal is winning the Super 
Bowl. But we all know that's not going to happen every year. It's been a while since we've done that. 
And, yeah, I've had some good seasons and relatively happier seasons, but for me, it's winning the 
ultimate game." 

Do you feel the Broncos right now are an ascending team, on the decline or treading water? 

"That's a tough question right now. But my instincts tell me we're an ascending team and we have a 
much better grasp, better organization, better players, and given the right kind of breaks with injuries, 
etc., that we should be a much better team than last year. That's just what my instincts tell me. Now, 
there's a lot of variables out there. But I'm satisfied we put an organization together this year - coaches, 
players, football people - that we're a much better team." 

You said at the end of last year that you didn't like the "feel" of last year's team inside the locker 
room. What about now, after all the offseason moves? 

"The answer to that question is yes. But we haven't played a game (that counts) yet. . . . And we have a 
lot of new players, draft picks, obviously, and it's too early to tell if the chemistry has developed to the 
extent where you're going to have a real good feeling in that locker room. I'm not saying we don't now. 
We haven't had any adversity or anything. And it's really pretty early to make an early judgment call on 
what kind of team this is going to be. I think the ingredients are there to be a very good football team." 

The perception publicly is that not throwing the big money at free agents and instead going for the 
middle-tier guys was at your behest. True? 

"I think it's for a whole host of reasons, not the least of which is that it wasn't working, or it wasn't 
working to the extent it should have been. But football organizations are all going through that transition 
of saying, 'Just a minute now. Our payrolls are over the top.' And this is pretty well true with every 
organization. And we can't afford to make those kinds of mistakes and give those kinds of signing 
bonuses and find out, 'Hey, this guy isn't measuring up.' There's a lot more attention being paid, in my 
mind, throughout the league by a good majority of teams to how they're spending that money." 

One of the biggest offseason headlines was the restructuring of the front office, with Jim 
Goodman, Jeff Goodman and Brian Xanders added or taking on different roles. How happy are 
you at how things are working out to date? 

"From my standpoint, not only does it seem to be working, but it's a more affable group of people. I 
walk through the back of the building 10 times every day, so I sort of get an idea of how things are 
going back there. And I think not only are they working their tails off, they're enjoying their jobs." 

You lost two of the Broncos' biggest leaders this offseason in Rod Smith and John Lynch. Tough 
for you or part of the circle of life in the NFL? 

"As you said, 25 years in the NFL, I've had a lot of that, losing the Tommy Jacksons and Louis Wrights, 
and now we're down to losing guys like John Lynch and Rod. But that's part of the business. That's the 
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tough part of the business because you wish those kinds of guys can play forever. Unfortunately, they 
reach a certain age and can't play forever. But you hope the vast majority of your players will be like 
that, not only as football players but human beings." 

Brandon Marshall has been in the headlines this offseason for off-field issues. What's been your 
take on his situation? 

"I think Brandon's obviously had his problems, but I think he's put them behind him now. I'm quite 
confident Brandon will do the right things as far as getting the right advice and counseling. I'm not upset 
with him. It's time for him to take that next leap in his career. We've got a guy who not only could be a 
good player but a very, very good player. And he has to put all this nonsense he's been going through 
behind him and get on with his career. That's the way I see it. . . . Brandon's a very talented player and a 
likable human being. He has to take the two resources he has and run with them and get rid of the 
superfluous stuff that's dragging him down." 

You gave the Hall of Fame speech for Gary Zimmerman. How about doing it again, possibly, next 
year for Shannon Sharpe? 

"(Laughs) No, I'm not even going to speculate about that. Obviously, Shannon, at least in my mind, is an 
automatic Hall of Famer. And I would be very surprised not to see him on the first ballot. But you and I 
both know how difficult that's been for the Denver Broncos." 

Finally, Jay Cutler is now in his third year. Has he evolved the way you envisioned? 

"Yeah, I'm very satisfied with that aspect of things. Getting back and finding out what was really wrong 
with the diabetes was a big step in the right direction from a physical standpoint for him. Jay, in my 
mind, is, if not a good quarterback, perhaps a great quarterback. We don't know yet. We've got a number 
of years before we determine that. But I'm really pleased we finally got the physical thing under 
control." 

© Rocky Mountain News 
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woody paige  

Bowlen deserves
lofty cred

By Woody Paige
The Denver Post  

Article Last Updated: 07/06/2008 12:17:37 AM MDT

Hercules Louis Dousman and Patrick Dennis Bowlen  
will be linked forever.   

Dousman, a fur trader in the 1800s in Prairie du  
Chien, Wis., became the state's first millionaire.  
Bowlen was born in Prairie du Chien and later  
roamed the Broncos sideline in a fur coat, and his  
football team will be valued this year by Forbes  
Magazine at a billion dollars.   

When Broncos training camp begins later this  
month, Pat Bowlen will be entering his 25th season  
as the franchise's owner.   

The Broncos' next victory will be Bowlen's 251st  
(regular- and postseason) since assuming control  
on March 23, 1984. How appropriate would a  
victory be for Bowlen on Monday night, Sept. 8, at  
Oakland?   

The Super Bowl will be played in Tampa, Fla., on  
Feb. 1, 2009. The same month, Bowlen will turn 65.  
How appropriate would another Super Bowlen  
victory be for the AARPatrick Bowlen?   

This one's for Pat!  

The other day, in a survey of NFL coaches taken by 
ESPN.com , Bowlen ranked second among "owners  
with the best reputation."

He's come quite a distance from Prairie du Chien  
and a fur piece from being the 40-year-old  
unknown Canadian who showed up one day in  
Denver. 

A chance meeting with, and an off-handed comment  
to, Edgar Kaiser at church a quarter of a century ago  
led to a $78 million investment in the Broncos, a  
long-term commitment to professional football,  
Denver and Colorado and a full-time job for Bowlen. 

The former Iron Man triathlon competitor has  
become the ongoing Iron Man of the Broncos. 

Even though Bowlen has been criticized, chastised  
and castigated over coaching and player decisions  
(his loyalty to Mike Shanahan and his spending on  
free agents who lacked talent or character, or both),  
the push for construction of a new stadium (with the  
majority of the funding from public sources),  
frequent ticket-price increases, occasional poorly  
chosen remarks, the Broncos are in a far, far better  
place because of Bowlen, his ownership and his  
stewardship. 

Who would you rather have — Arizona's Bill Bidwill,  
for instance, or Detroit's William Clay Ford, New  
Orleans' Tom Benson, Tennessee's Bud Adams,  
Washington's Dan Snyder, Oakland's Al Davis? 

Among the 31 (of 32) coaches who participated in  
the questionnaire (and weren't permitted to name  
their owner), five listed the Dan Rooney family in  
Pittsburgh as No. 1, and four had Jerry Jones third.  
Only 11 owners were mentioned. Despite the  
success of the New England Patriots, owner Bob  
Kraft was not in the top three. Bowlen received 4 1/2  
votes.
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The five coaches probably regarded Bowlen so  
highly because of the Broncos' five Super Bowls (and  
two championships) during his reign, that loyalty to  
Shanahan even in weak times (and because he has  
fired only two coaches), the $18 billion TV package  
the league secured with Bowlen as the head of the  
NFL's broadcasting committee, his willingness to  
spend money on players and his low-key ownership  
approach (generally staying in the background and  
rarely attending practice or forcing his will on the  
coach, although Bowlen does go into the office and  
conduct team business most days).   

Truth is, Bowlen has been a great owner for the  
Broncos, and he has grown into the position over  
24 years (and always promises he will never sell the  
franchise in his lifetime). Would you have preferred  
Kaiser, or the man who wanted so badly to own the  
team, the late Marvin Davis? Or the Monforts?   

The Broncos, under Bowlen, have won 12 or more  
games — 17 once — in nine seasons and averaged  
10.417 victories over 24 years. Although all of us  
are grumbling about the 16-16 mark of 2006-07,  
only one playoff victory (over the Patriots) since  
John Elway retired and the costly free-agent  
mistakes, the Broncos are 84-65 in the post-Elway  
period. There have been just four losing seasons  
(1990, 1994, 1999 and 2007) with Bowlen in  
charge.   

Twenty-four teams would beg for the  
accomplishments of the Broncos in 24 seasons with  
Mr. B. Two Super Bowl championships, five AFC
trophies, 13 playoff seasons, 26 postseason games,  
eight division titles, first in home attendance for the  
24 seasons.   

Bowlen was lucky Kaiser pulled off a trade for Elway,  
and the owner is fortunate that he inherited Dan  
Reeves as coach. Reeves took the Broncos to three  
Super Bowls — and hired future head coach  

Shanahan as a young assistant. Elway, Reeves and  
Shanahan were lucky and fortunate Bowlen was the  
owner. 

Not everyone loves Patrick. The bar has been set a  
mile high, and nobody here, especially Bowlen,  
accepts a level, especially low, playing field. Maybe  
he's gotten tired of wasting money on dregs Travis  
Henry and Javon Walker and has pulled back, and  
maybe he's having economic issues. Maybe Bowlen  
has learned from nearly a decade of mediocrity (with  
the exception of the 2005 appearance in the AFC  
championship game), and maybe he's getting ready  
for No. 25, No. 251, No. 3 and No. 65. 

But his numbers up to now have been impressive.  
Bowlen will be considered one day for the Pro  
Football Hall of Fame. 

The old fur trader would be proud of the old fur  
wearer. 

Woody Paige: 303-954-1095 or
wpaige@denverpost.com
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Bowlen wary of trying fast
fix

By Bill Williamson
The Denver Post   

Article Last Updated: 01/13/2008 02:20:43 AM MST

As the Broncos work to find a way to shed back- 
to-back seasons without making the playoffs,  
owner Pat Bowlen wants the team to avoid  
desperate attempts at a quick fix. 

After going 9-7 and missing the playoffs in the  
2006 season, the Broncos were one of the most  
active teams in free agency last spring, signing  
several big-dollar players. 

Yet Bowlen, who Friday reiterated that Mike  
Shanahan will remain his coach for the long haul,  
got little bang for his buck as the Broncos took a  
step backward in 2007 and finished 7-9. 

Many of the players Denver have brought in,  
including Travis Henry, Todd Sauerbrun, Javon  
Walker (acquired through a trade), Daniel  
Graham, Simeon Rice and Sam Adams, had on-  
and/or off-field issues, leaving a glaring  
pockmark on a 2007 season that Bowlen  
repeatedly painted as "disappointing."

While the Broncos aren't expected to be  
major players in free agency, as Shanahan  
indicated Thursday, Bowlen said the team has to  
be more careful when it brings in players. 

"We made some mistakes in free agency  
that hurt us," he said. "From both on  
the field and off the field (aspects). We can' 
t do that in the future."

Without specifically naming players, Bowlen said  
there will be changes this offseason, which he  
labeled as important. 
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"There will be some players that won't  
be here," Bowlen said. "But, ultimately,  
that will be up to Mike."  

Among the players most likely on the chopping  
block are Henry and Walker.   

Henry was injured and went through a long drug  
saga with the NFL. He eventually was  
exonerated. Walker also had injury issues, and  
the day after the season said he wasn't a  
good fit in Denver. Both players have big option  
bonuses due in the next two months, and it  
appears the only way either will remain with the  
Broncos is with a significant cut in pay.   

While Bowlen said it is important the team does  
not have any more character issues in the future,  
he said, "I don't think we have a major  
character problem here."  

Bowlen believes 2007 was doomed because  
there was too much individualism and not  
enough camaraderie. He pointed to late  
collapses against Green Bay and Chicago as focal  
points for his frustrations.   

"There were three or four games we lost  
that we should have won," Bowlen said.  
"I can't really explain what it was, but  
something was just missing."  

Bowlen said the Broncos missed the presence of  
injured veterans Rod Smith and Tom Nalen.  
Bowlen also said he "loves" safety John  
Lynch and hopes Lynch returns for his 16th  
season in the NFL.   

Bowlen said if the Broncos continue their two- 
year string of strong drafts and have better luck  
health-wise than they did in 2007, they can  
return to playoff form. 

"I don't think we are that far away  
from being a playoff team again. We should have  
won three or four games we lost this year,"  
Bowlen said. "I think we have a good young  
core of a team."

Bowlen said Jay Cutler, who just finished his first  
full season as Denver's quarterback, is  
capable of carrying the team on his shoulders in  
close games and making a difference. 

"I think it's time," said Bowlen,  
who took over the team in John Elway's  
second year. "It was John's third and  
fourth season when he started doing that. Jay is  
a great young quarterback, and I think he is  
ready."

When the topic came to his coach, Bowlen  
continued his support despite public opinion that  
suggests some Broncos fans are ready for a  
change after 13 seasons of the Shanahan era.  
Bowlen said he is lucky to have Shanahan. Recent  
speculation that Bowlen was ready for a change  
fueled rumors Atlanta and Washington were  
prepared to pursue Shanahan. 

Bowlen, who last year gave Shanahan a contract  
extension through 2011, said his longtime coach  
isn't going anywhere. 

"I know this season was tough on Mike, and  
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he and his staff worked hard," Bowlen said.  
"Mike is my coach. For our club, certainly, I  
think he is the best coach in the NFL."  

Bowlen said there will be no changes in the  
personnel department and general manager Ted  
Sundquist and his staff will remain.   

"We have to get better in all aspects,"  
Bowlen said, "and will work to get better. 
"

Bowlen said he was disappointed the Jim Bates  
experiment on the defensive side of the ball  
ended after only one season when Bates left last  
week. Still, Bowlen said he was unwilling to make  
Bates "the whipping boy" for going 7-9.   

Bowlen said it will be everyone's job in the  
organization to find a way to return to form.   

"It was very disappointing, and we  
weren't expecting it," Bowlen said.  
"It was very difficult. I'd have to look  
through the media guides over the past 24 years  
to see what my worst seasons were, but this had  
to be in the worst three, four seasons."  

Bill Williamson: 303-954-1262 or
bwilliamson@denverpost.com  
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Bowlen: Man still Shanahan
Broncos owner says coach 'not going anywhere' 

By Jeff Legwold  

Saturday, January 12, 2008  

As the man with the desk where all the Broncos bucks stop, where the total control above the coach with total control resides 
on the team flowchart, owner Pat Bowlen said Friday he wants just one person to be his team's head coach. 

That would be Mike Shanahan. 

And that he believes one person can fix the team's current two-year slump of playoff misses now and in the future. 

That, too, would be Mike Shanahan. And that any discussion now, or in the years down the road, of something different is 
simply out of place. 

"I look out on the . . . coaches, successful teams and not successful teams, and I'm of the opinion we've got one of the best 
coaches, head coaches, in the league," Bowlen said during a wide-ranging discussion in his Dove Valley office. "We're going 
to have our good years and our bad years, that's just the way our business works, but I think Mike's a very, very good coach 
and got quite a bit of time left on his current contract, (he's) in his mid-50s, so Mike's not going anywhere." 

Asked if Shanahan does feel heat from him when things don't go the way Bowlen and Shanahan expected in a season such 
as 2007, Bowlen said, "I would say Mike's more aware of my feelings than anybody. I don't have to go into his office and 
explain it to him. We're close enough, and he's more disappointed perhaps than I am disappointed. And I think that's what you 
want." 

Also asked if general manager Ted Sundquist, a common drive-time, Internet target of speculation, was facing any sort of job 
uncertainty, Bowlen quickly said, "No. He's not." 

That doesn't mean Bowlen hasn't crunched the numbers of what went on this season - or is any happier about what the 
bottom line turned out to be. 

The Broncos have one playoff victory - it was a divisional- round win against the New England Patriots after the 2005 season - 
since their Super Bowl win after the 1998 season. 

And in his 24 years of ownership of the Broncos, Bowlen has felt many highs and lows of a football life. 

But he, too, was unsettled enough with what happened in the 7-9 finish this season to call it one of the "most disappointing" in
his tenure. 

Bowlen said the team "gave away three or four games" and echoed Shanahan's sentiment of Thursday that the Broncos 
should have been a 10-win team, despite their injuries and other personnel issues. 

A long way to go

That said, though, Bowlen also was clear in the idea that he believed there were "too many individual agendas" in the team's 
locker room this past season and that the '07 Broncos were not unified in purpose. He went as far as to say, "Obviously, we're 
a long way from being a Super Bowl team, if you're judging by our performance this year." 

"I think, as I said before, I keep coming back to this because it's the only way I can explain it, I want our locker room to have a 
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different attitude," Bowlen said. "I've been in locker rooms where we've had that closeness or that togetherness or that 
leadership and all the rest of it. 

"Unfortunately, we didn't have it this year. . . . I don't know how you infest a locker room with that attitude. I know that it needs 
leadership. But the leadership can emerge from younger players, too. (Quarterback) Jay Cutler could become a significant part 
of that leadership group. . . . And I think we will have a younger part of this team stepping up and saying, 'Just a minute here, 
we're not satisfied being an also-ran, that's not what we're playing the game for, there's more to it than that.' " 

Shanahan also had talked Thursday about a more concerted effort to bolster the Broncos roster in the coming offseason 
"through the draft." And Bowlen echoed those sentiments Friday, adding that the team was becoming increasingly wary of free 
agency, given the amount of money it now takes to secure the top players available.  

The Broncos also have significant bonuses due some players, such as running back Travis Henry and receiver 

Javon Walker, that will get a second look in the coming weeks before they are paid in what Bowlen termed "maybe the most 
important" offseason the team has faced since he arrived to the team. 

"The lesson in free agency is slowly being learned," Bowlen said. "And I think that we probably learned it as much as anybody. 
. . . That's for all teams, sort of leveling off now, saying, 'Just a minute, our payrolls are over the top, we're taking bigger risks 
than we thought with some guys and we've got to be a lot more vigilant in how we do it.' 

Some bright spots

Still, Bowlen said that Cutler had proved this season the Broncos had filled the need facing every team that wishes to make a 
dent in the postseason - finding a franchise-type quarterback for the long haul. 

And he cited the play of receiver Brandon Marshall, young defensive linemen such as Elvis Dumervil, defensive tackle Marcus 
Thomas and defensive end Tim Crowder and rookie tackle Ryan Harris, who is expected to get the first shot at replacing Matt 
Lepsis next season, as the team's brightest spots as it moves forward. 

"I really like the defensive linemen that we drafted. I think we've got a left tackle in Ryan. Obviously, I like our quarterback. I 
think, barring any bad things happening to him, I think he's a solid player for a long time and a good player - among the top 
five quarterbacks as we go forward," Bowlen said. 

"I don't want to make too much of the Cutler thing, but having a quarterback is so important to this organization and, quite 
frankly, to this area. . . . And then that fills the major need. Now we build around it." 

Bowlen on . . .

* Where the season ranked in terms of disappointment: "Certainly, it ranks among the top three or four." * What was 
missing from the 2007 Broncos:

"I'm not going to start pointing fingers at individual players. . . . But one of the things I've always felt was important, sort of 
cherished about this team, was we won games and we had much better seasons with teams that had a lot less talent than 
what we had this year." 

* The off-the-field troubles of running back Travis Henry:

"You've got to be smart enough if you're a player in the NFL to know you're going to get tested and you're going to get caught,
especially if you've got a history. But that didn't happen in Travis' case. There was more made out of the fact he had nine kids
from nine different girlfriends, which is a little astounding. Not necessarily something I would support. What can I say? It's his
personal life." * The upcoming offseason - daunting or exciting?

"I don't think it's daunting. I would be more excited about it than I would be anxiety-ridden about it. We have identified the 
enemy and the enemy is us. We know what the problem is." 
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* What his expectations will be when training camp opens:

"We're always going to be 19-0 in August. I expect us to have a good offseason. I will be very surprised if we don't." 

* Whether or not he still enjoys owning the team:

"I've got nothing else to do (laugh). I've got a canoe in Hawaii, but I can't do that 365, 2 4/7. I love my job - some days more
than others." 

© Rocky Mountain News 
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Bowlen is hopeful about 24th edition 

By Lee Rasizer, Rocky Mountain News 
September 5, 2007  

As he begins his 24th season as owner of the Broncos, Pat Bowlen talked with staff writer Lee Rasizer about what he 
expects from this year's team, his role and the highs and lows of his tenure.  

What's your sense moving forward about this year's team?  

 
"I always think we'll be 19-0 and when we lose our first game, we'll be 18-1. But as we sit here today, with the players we 
have and the coaching staff, I'm cautiously — because I've been burned before — optimistic that we have the right stuff. . . . 
I'm more comfortable with the football part of this organization than I've been for a long time.  

 
Why?  

 
"It's just a feeling. I don't want to say it's this or that. It's because of the players we have, and there's a lot of new players we 
have and draft picks. But I have a very optimistic feeling because of the way they seem to be coming together. . . . I think we 
have a real good group of players and people."  

 
Next year will mark your 25th season owning the Broncos. Is it what you thought it would be way back when?  

 
"I don't think I had any idea going into it in '84 what owning a team would be like, period, whether it was baseball, hockey or 
whatever. I'd had a short stint in hockey and a really short stint up in Canada in football, but nothing even close to what 
owning a team in the NFL is like."  

 
Your timing wasn't bad coming in with John Elway coming off his rookie season . . .  

 
"Obviously, having John become the player he became was a huge asset not just to me but to the team and community. We 
went to five Super Bowls and, obviously, the first three were pretty good thrashings and the last two we won. It's easy to look 
back at that. But at the time, you don't know what you have. You're excited about what you're doing, and as long as you're 
winning and it's fun . . . but I can't imagine going through a succession of 5-11 seasons, like some clubs do, how 
disappointing that would be."  

 
The Broncos haven't had those sustained down times. So what is the worst extended period you've experienced on 
the field?  

 
"Losing three Super Bowls. And I've said this before, and people have sort of laughed at me a little, but when I think of 
getting to the Super Bowl and losing, I'd almost rather lose the AFC Championship Game. And maybe that's somewhat due 
to the way we lost those games and the whole surrounding hype and the rest of the stuff. Even though they say, 'Don't you 
feel lucky that you got to the Super Bowl. That's pretty good.' For me, they were painful."  

 
But that only made the first Super Bowl victory that much sweeter. What was that celebration like, given the 
emotional set-up it took to get there?  
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"It's like all of a sudden you're on a different planet. It's sort of you're somewhere in space looking into it. Super Bowl XXXII 
(against the Green Bay Packers) was over the top. You don't really come down from that for a while."  

 
Given the feelings back-to-back titles engendered, what have the last several years been like trying but failing to get 
back to that level?  

 
"Being the eternal optimist I am, I think I'm going to get back there every year. People laugh at me, but what other goal am I 
supposed to have? To go 10-6 and maybe make the playoffs? I've been to the top of the mountain twice and that's where 
you want to go. To me, that's the ultimate success. . . . And the drive to do that has to be there. Having not been there for 
(nearly) 10 years, it becomes more uncomfortable."  

 
What is your biggest day-to-day role with this team?  

 
"I think it's just being here every day and understanding what people are doing, offering whatever insight I can and make 
sure I have the best coaches and players that I can get."  

 
There was a lot of roster activity this offseason and many checks to write. And on paper, Denver was one of the 
most aggressive teams in the NFL. Did you ever flinch?  

 
"I don't think there's any other way that you win in today's game, with free agency and the rest of it. You've got to be ready to 
spend your money. You've got to go after the right players, and sometimes you think a guy's going to help you and you end 
up wasting a bunch of money. But if you're worrying about what you're spending, then you don't have a chance."  

 
You've talked about the offseason being one of the hardest periods you've ever experienced, with two player 
deaths. What was the most difficult moment?  

 
"Obviously, the incident on New Year's Eve (the shooting death of Darrent Williams). That's probably the hardest thing that's 
happened to me in my business career to have a deal like that. I think that the organization has done very well dealing with 
that. And I think it really helped, I guess, to wake up the National Football League, not that Darrent or 'D-Will' and those guys 
were doing anything particularly wrong when it happened, but the idea that we were letting our players put themselves in 
peril, going to inappropriate places, traveling with posses and doing stuff. And the personal conduct that (commissioner) 
Roger Goodell came up with made it much better. Unfortunately, a very steep price was paid for that."  

 
There will be substantial focus on Jay Cutler's play at quarterback this season in probably the most scrutinized 
position in Denver sports. What do you like about what you've seen from him and why is he the guy to lead you into 
the future?  

 
"I'm not comparing him with anybody. He's a different guy than John, with a different personality. But he's got a lot of talent. 
He can lead. The people we have around him genuinely like him and are responding to him. So you get a real comfortable 
feeling that he can lead this football team. It's a big, heavy burden. This is only his second year. But as I look at Jay, I see 
the horsepower that he's going to need to get to where he needs to go. Is he going to get there in one year or is it going to 
take him three or four or five years? I don't know. But I know he's got the horsepower to do that."  

 
Speaking of Elway, there aren't many players left from the Super Bowl teams. And Rod Smith's hip injury is a 
reminder that there might not be much time left for those that are still around. Is that a little sad for you?  

 
"You walk through the hallways and see all the pictures and a lot of them are from the Super Bowl years — there's Steve 
Atwater or John Elway. And you think about that and their careers are over and they're gone and we're dealing with new 
guys, younger players, etc. But you've got some experience on, 'OK, it takes these kinds of guys in those pictures to take 
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you to the promised land.' And you look for that in the players you have here today. Because I'm a firm believer it's character 
as much as anything. Talent is important. But character is the No. 1 (criterion)."  

 
And what about the makeup you have this season?  

 
"I really like what I see. And, that's as they say, a preliminary deal. . . . But I spend a lot of time on the football side of the 
building and the training room. I like what I see."  
rasizerl@RockyMountainNews.com  
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Legwold: Red flags? Bowlen doesn't fret

May 4, 2007

Some look at the Broncos draft class and see red flags flapping in the 
breeze. They see Jarvis Moss and Marcus Thomas, two former 
University of Florida players who tested positive for marijuana in their time 
with the Gators. 

Pat Bowlen sees twentysomethings who made mistakes. He sees "young 
people who have a chance to continue to grow and mature."  

The Broncos owner was one of the driving forces in backing NFL commissioner Roger 
Goodell's tougher discipline policy for players and other league employees. And Bowlen 
says to that end he certainly doesn't want players on his team to find themselves on 
Goodell's suspension radar under that policy.  

"I think now, with the commissioner's conduct policies, which I fully support, I'm really 
comfortable as a league of where we're at on that issue," Bowlen said. "And that said, I'm not 
uncomfortable with the guys we drafted as far as being character guys and good players."  

Moss, who the Broncos selected with the 17th pick of the first round Saturday, was suspended for one game last season for 
his positive test. With that suspension, most teams polled before the draft had obviously designated Moss as a player who 
had failed a drug test, but they also still had him among the top 35 players on the board.  

Thomas, on the other hand, was a consensus top-15 player on the board but was simply removed from consideration by 
many teams for his two failed tests, as well as his failure to meet the conditions (including curfew, drug-education classes 
and a 12-step program) of his return to the Gators lineup before he was booted off the team.  

"Marcus Thomas made a mistake, obviously," Bowlen said. "He paid dearly for that mistake because he dropped out of the 
middle of the first round to the fourth round, and I don't need to tell anyone what the financial implications of that are.  

"He's paid the price. I can't say without a shadow of a doubt that these guys are going to be perfect guys, but I don't sense in
any one of the them that they have character flaws."  

Bowlen added that he views players coming out of the draft a little differently than signing veteran free agents who have run 
afoul of either their previous teams or the law.  

"Let's face it, we've tried out players who've been in the league for a while who had disciplinary problems and that kind of 
thing," Bowlen said.  

"Quite frankly, I think we've learned our lesson on that. . . . We've been more careful, I think.  

"And there are players who we wouldn't take coming out of college just because of their behavior in college. But I think there 
are also players coming out of college who continue to grow and mature."  

With Goodell's new discipline mandate, which levies harsher suspensions and fines far more quickly than the old policy, 
Bowlen said he believes players coming into the league now know the potential problems for getting into trouble.  

That after being apprised of it all in the weeks leading to the draft that this draft class and the ones that follow it understand 
they will have fewer chances to get it right than many of the players who came before them.  
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Broncos coach Mike Shanahan has said he believes the new policies will be a deterrent as well. That players such as 
Thomas, who said last weekend he comes into the league with "2.9 strikes," simply will have to understand how things could 
work.

"I think both of those guys understand what kind of situation that they're in - that if they test positive for marijuana or anything
else, they're pretty well done," Bowlen said. "They understand they can't do this. I think each one of our four guys is a good-
character guy. Two of them made a mistake of smoking marijuana. But I think they've got too much riding on it to ever go 
there again."  

The last time the Broncos dove this deeply into the draft's pond of risk was in 2005, when they selected Maurice Clarett
with the last pick of the third round - 101st overall. Their reward for that was Clarett's troubled tenure with the Broncos lasted
all of one training camp before he was released without carrying the ball in a game.  

"It probably had some impact, yes," Bowlen said. "That's not the first time we made that kind of mistake. We're not the first 
team. All 32 teams have made that kind of mistake at some point.  

"But we know where we stand; the league is a big influence on young people's lives and we've got to set an example. The 
players are where it starts. Nobody cares about Pat Bowlen, I don't even register on the meter. These young football players 
are looked up to by lots of younger people and they have to make sure they're sending the right message. And we'll do 
everything we can to help them understand that."  

Junior achievements

Several NFL personnel executives in January said the first round of the draft this year would be pumped up significantly by 
the underclassmen about to enter. It came true last weekend, when 14 of the 29 underclassmen selected were picked in that 
first round.

Pos. Player School Team Overall pick

QB JaMarcus Russell Louisiana State Raiders 1

WR Calvin Johnson Georgia Tech Lions 2

RB Adrian Peterson Oklahoma Vikings 7

DE Jamaal Anderson Arkansas Falcons 8

WR Ted Ginn Jr. Ohio State Dolphins 9

RB Marshawn Lynch California Bills 12

CB Darrelle Revis Pittsburgh Jets 14

LB Lawrence Timmons Florida State Steelers 15  

DE Jarvis Moss Florida Broncos 17

S Reggie Nelson Florida Jaguars 21

LB Jon Beason Miami Panthers 25

WR Robert Meachem Tennessee Saints 27
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TE Greg Olsen Miami Bears 31

WR Anthony Gonzalez Ohio State Colts 32

legwoldj@RockyMountainNews.com or 303-954-2359

MORE LEGWOLD COLUMNS »
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COLORADO HALL OF FAME
Bowlen among 6 honored
NEWS SERVICES 

    DENVER c Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen and former Colorado Rockie Andres Galarraga were 
among six sports figures inducted into the Colorado Sports Hall of Fame on Tuesday night.
    Bowlen is the only two-decade owner of a major league sports team in Colorado history. The team 
has won two Super Bowls. Galarraga, a cancer survivor, hit a career-high 47 homers for the Rockies in 
1996 and 41 in 1997. He was the National League batting champion (.370) in 1993.
    Other inductees:
    c Carol Baily, a member of a national championship tennis team at Arizona State. She has won 41 
major Colorado titles.  
    c Ben Dreith, a three-sport letterman at Northern Colorado and a referee at two Super Bowls.
    c Hank Kashiwa, a skier at the 1970 World Championships and the Sapporo 1972 Winter Olympic 
Games.
    c Scott Wedman, who played basketball at Mullen and Colorado. He averaged 13.2 points in 13 NBA 
seasons.
    Several area athletes were noted at the banquet, including former Air Force javelin thrower Dana 
Pounds, the Air Force men’s basketball team, Paralympian Alison Jones and the Limon football team.

Andres Galarraga:
Gained popularity with “Blake Street Bombers.”
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Printed from www.denverbroncos.com

Tuesday, April 10, 2007 
Hall of an Honor 
By Andrew Mason
DenverBroncos.com

Someday, the Pro Football Hall of Fame might call upon Broncos President/CEO Pat
Bowlen for induction into its ranks for his contributions to the sport as not only his 
team's owner, but his contributions on a league-wide scale, particularly in 
broadcasting matters. 

But you can call Bowlen a Hall of Famer already -- a Colorado Sports Hall of Famer, 
after he was inducted into the state's athletic shrine Tuesday night. 

"Obviously, I'm very honored to be one of the new inductees into the Colorado Sports 
Hall of Fame," Bowlen said upon learning of the induction during the 2006 season. 

Under Bowlen's watch, the Broncos have won two Super Bowls, five AFC titles and 
have qualified for the playoffs 12 times. The team has become one of the NFL's most 
consistent winners, notching just three losing seasons of the 23 under his watch while 
mastering the art of rebuilding on the fly. 

As the Broncos' owner, Bowlen has never experienced consecutive losing seasons, 
and two of the three sub-.500 campaigns were immediately followed by playoff 
seasons.

During Bowlen's stewardship the Broncos have become one of just two franchises to 
avoid a 12-loss season since the NFL went to a 16-game schedule in 1978; the only 
other team with that distinction is the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

Bowlen was be joined by former tennis standout Carol Baily, Colorado Rockies all-star 
Andres Galarraga, former Olympic skiier Hank Kashiwa, ex-University of Colorado 
and NBA standout Scott Wedman and longtime NFL referee Ben Dreith. 

Dreith officiated two Super Bowls but is perhaps best known to football fans as the 
arbiter who explained a penalty call as "giving him the business" during a game two 
decades ago, and utilized many colorful colloquialisms in his post-infraction 
dissertations. 

The Colorado Sports Hall of Fame is based at INVESCO Field at Mile High, and 
honors all inductees on the sidewalk path that encircles the five-year-old stadium.

BRONCOS IN THE COLORADO SPORTS HALL OF FAME:

¸ Bobby Anderson (Running back, 1970-73)  
¸ Pat Bowlen (President/CEO, 1984-present)  
¸ Joe Collier (Assistant coach, 1969-88)  
¸ Terrell Davis (Running back, 1995-2002)  
¸ Dale Dodrill (Assistant coach 1960-63, 1966)  
¸ John Elway (Quarterback, 1983-98)  
¸ Gary Glick (Assistant coach, 1962)  
¸ Austin "Goose" Gonsoulin (Defensive back, 1960-66)  
¸ Randy Gradishar (Linebacker, 1974-83)  

President/CEO Pat Bowlen signs an 
autograph for a fan during the 2006 
preseason. PHOTO: TREVOR BROWN, 
JR. / RICH CLARKSON AND ASSOCIATES

BRONCOS TV

The countdown to the draft is 
under way. Keep checking 
DenverBroncos.com for more 
videos on draft prospects over 
the next month. 

• Media Briefing: Cutler
• Media Briefing: K. Johnson
• Draft: LB David Harris
• Draft: QB J. Zabransky
• Draft: QB Troy Smith
• Draft: QB Chris Leak
• Cheerleader Tryouts
• Bailey: A Friend Indeed
• Media Briefing: Stokley
• Media Briefing: Bailey
• Players' Thoughts on Wilson
• Media Briefing: Lynch
• Media Briefing: Ferguson
• Media Briefing: Kenard Lang
• Media Briefing: Mike Bell
• One-on-One with Bly
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¸ Caroll Hardy (Former Director of Player Personnel)  
¸ Rich Jackson (Defensive end, 1967-72)  
¸ Tom Jackson (Linebacker, 1973-86)  
¸ Floyd Little (Running back, 1967-75)  
¸ Dave Logan (Wide receiver, 1984)  
¸ Karl Mecklenburg (Linebacker, 1983-94)  
¸ Red Miller (Assistant Coach, 1963-65; Head coach, 1977-80)  
¸ Craig Morton (Quarterback, 1977-82)  
¸ Haven Moses (Wide receiver, 1972-81)  
¸ Gerald Phipps (Owner, 1961-81)  
¸ Dan Reeves (Head coach, 1981-92)  
¸ Shannon Sharpe (Tight end, 1990-99, 2002-03)  
¸ Dennis Smith (Safety, 1981-94)  
¸ Lionel Taylor (Wide receiver, 1960-66)  
¸ Billy Thompson (Defensive back, 1969-81, Scout, Director of alumni relations, 

1993-present)  
¸ Frank Tripucka (Quarterback, 1960-63)  
¸ Rick Upchurch (Wide receiver, 1975-83)  
¸ Louis Wright (Cornerback, 1975-86) 

RECENT LINKS:

¸ 'Aggressive' Discipline Becomes Norm
¸ NFL Adopts New Personal Conduct Policy
¸ After Reflection, Kyle Johnson Gets Back to Work
¸ Shanahan Signs Contract Extension
¸ 'Another Door Opens' for Bill Johnson
¸ Prospect Spotlight: Troy Smith
¸ Alexander At Peace With Future
¸ Prospect Spotlight: John Beck
¸ Broncos Magazine Weekly: Mike Bell
¸ Lynch: Going 'Old School'
¸ Mike Bell's Numbers Game
¸ 2007 Draft Preview: Quarterbacks
¸ Ferguson Sprinting Back to Form
¸ Dré Bly: The Family Man
¸ A New -- and Necessary -- Beginning
¸ Bly Ready and Able

FROM THE BLOG ...

Read the latest from 
Managing Editor 
Andrew Mason's blog,
updated whenever 
news and topics 
warrant. 

4/10: 'Aggressive' Discipline Now 
Reality
4/10: Reflecting, Then Working
4/4: A Numbers Game for Mike Bell
4/2: Dré Bly: The Family Man
4/2: The Other Opening Day
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State standouts to get Hall pass

Six inductees run gamut of sports

By Irv Moss  
Denver Post Staff Writer 
The Denver Post

Article Last Updated:04/10/2007 12:01:36 AM MDT

A Colorado Sports Hall of Fame banquet for all seasons is scheduled for tonight at 6 p.m. at the Denver Marriott City Center.  

For football, there is Broncos owner Pat Bowlen. Baseball is well represented by Andres Galarraga, a hero for the Rockies in their 
first season (1993), when he won the National League batting title. Galarraga also hit six grand slams and compiled a .316 
batting average while playing in 679 games at first base for the Rockies.  

Scott Wedman holds up basketball's end, having played at Mullen High School, the University of Colorado and in the NBA with 
Kansas City, Cleveland and Boston.  

Hank Kashiwa brings a career in skiing, where he won a national championship in 1969 and a world pro title in 1975.  

The sport of tennis couldn't find a better representative than Carol Baily, winner of 14 singles titles and 27 doubles 
championships in the state's three major tournaments.  

Ben Dreith completes the list of six new inductees, bringing them all together as an NFL official of renown and an all-around 
athlete at Denver North High School and the University of Northern Colorado.  

"I'm glad it happened before I'm dead," Dreith said. "Something like this puts the cap on my career in sports.  

"I was born and raised here. It really makes me feel good because of where I came from. The Globeville area didn't have a lot of
fields or places to play sports when I was growing up."  

When told of his induction last fall, Bowlen noted he was joining an impressive list of Broncos alumni already in the state's hall
of fame.  

"I'm honored, but also I'm thinking about the inductees from the Broncos who already are in there," Bowlen said. "Some of 
them have coached and played for me."  

Irv Moss can be reached at 303-954-1296 or imoss@denverpost.com.
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Today's Feature Story    

 

The Nuggets are going to trade for Allen Iverson. And the Rockies are going to 
package up some prospects for A-Rod. These are the rumors that have been 
floating around on the airwaves for the past few days. This all makes sense, as 
they make for great sports talk show fodder.  

But for those of us that live in reality, it’s obvious that these notions are 
nothing more than pipe dreams. History tells us that the local basketball and 
baseball teams won’t be making this type of bold move; it’s just not in the 
cards.  

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not necessarily suggesting that either trade would be 
in the long-term best interests of either franchise (although they couldn’t hurt).
But the fact that the notion is completely outside the realm of possibility 
speaks volumes about the state of each team.  

The Rockies are hell bent on sticking with their youth movement. They are 
going to stay the course, develop talent through their farm system and avoid 
the mistakes they’ve made in the past. They won’t be throwing lucrative 
contracts after big-name players. Say what you will, but the Rockies won’t be 
repeating the errors of Hampton and Neagle any time soon.  

Meanwhile, the Nuggets are stuck. They’ve painted themselves into a corner 
with high-dollar contracts, limiting their flexibility within the NBA’s salary cap 
structure. Of course, there’s no evidence to suggest that they could make use 
of available cap room if they had it – or am I the only one that remembers the 
three years of futility that were justified in the name of freeing up cap room, 
only to see the false hopes of landing Tim Duncan, Jason Kidd, Gilbert Arenas 
and others go by the wayside?  

Finally forced to spend money, Denver is burdened with the hefty deals signed 
by Marcus Camby, Andre Miller and Kenyon Martin in past years – not to 
mention the mega-contracts signed by Carmelo Anthony and Nene this 
offseason. As a result, the Nuggets simply are out of options. Unless they can 



find someone willing to take one of these bloated deals of their hands, Denver 
is stuck with their current roster – a core that has unraveled three straight 
years in the postseason.  

And the Rockies and Nuggets aren’t alone. Since the dawning of the new era in 
the NHL, the Avalanche have been a shadow of their former selves. Once the 
team that could pull Paul Kariya and Teemu Selanne out of their offseason hat, 
they are now forced to let Peter Forsberg – arguably the game’s best player – 
leave town without getting anything in return, watch Adam Foote and Rob 
Blake find greener pastures elsewhere, and trade away Alex Tanguay – once 
proclaimed as a major part of the team’s future nucleus – for less than market 
value. It’s the fate of a team not adept at operating with the league’s new 
system.  

All of this doesn’t make me bitter. Instead, it just reminds me of how spoiled 
we are with the Broncos.  

Year in and year out, they are a serious contender in the AFC. Think about it; 
when was the last time an NFL season kicked off where those that bleed orange 
couldn’t at least make a semi-cogent argument that Denver would be playing in 
the big game ending in Roman numerals? It’s been the better part of two 
decades.  

Better yet, compare the current state of the other big three in Denver to the 
Broncos. It’s an eye-opening exercise.  

When was the last time Mike Shanahan and company had to let a valuable 
member of the team leave town due to salary cap constraints? Mike Anderson, 
Jeb Putzier and Trevor Pryce don’t count, at least not to people who actually 
watched the team in 2005. Look around the NBA, NHL and Major League 
Baseball and there are former Nuggets, Avs and Rockies all over other rosters, 
and they’re making an impact. Name me one former Bronco that has truly gone 
elsewhere and found success. Tell me one guy Shanahan is kicking himself 
about. You can’t.  

Furthermore, when was the last time the Broncos let past missteps keep them 
from actively trying to improve their team? I don’t remember hearing that they 
weren’t going to pursue any big-name free agents because they didn’t want to 
make another Dale Carter or Daryl Gardner mistake. The Broncos cut their 
losses and move on. They aren’t paralyzed by them for years.  

The fact is that heading into every season, Denver has made roster 
improvements. At least on paper, they appear to have addressed their 
weaknesses. From Champ Bailey to Todd Sauerbrun to Javon Walker, the 
Broncos perennially take steps in the right direction.  

Yet, the guy giving the green light to all of these moves, and agreeing to sign 
the checks necessary to make them happen, continues to get grief in the Mile 
High City. To this day, you’ll still hear quips about his fur coat and the fact that 
the new uniforms are “predominantly orange.” All the while, there’s nary a 
mention of his commitment to winning. It all seems like an unfair judgment for 
an owner that actually pays more than lip service to the concept of pursuing a 



championship every season.  

As a sports fan, all you can legitimately hope on an annual basis is that your 
team is in contention. They aren’t going to win the title every year. In fact, 
they might only get close once every decade or so. But if they head into each 
new season with a chance win championship, and they stay in the race for a 
good portion of the campaign, it’s pretty hard to complain.  
 
That’s why I’m a Pat Bowlen fan. Because in 2006, just as in nearly every 
season of his 23-year tenure in Denver, the Broncos are a legit contender. And 
that’s more than you can say for the other teams in town.  
 
Email James at jmerilatt@milehighsportsmagazine.com  
 



 

  

Bowlen feeling "Super"  

 

posted by  Mark Isherwood  Sports Producer  

Created: 7/28/2005 4:00 PM MDT - Updated: 7/28/2005 4:00 PM MDT

DENVER (AP) -- Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen believes the Super 
Bowl is a realistic goal for his team this season. 

But whether the Broncos make it or not, one thing's for sure: Bowlen is 
standing by coach Mike Shanahan.  

"I've answered that question 100 times," Bowlen said. "Mike's my coach. He has four 
years left on his contract and I expect him to coach out his contract and then some."  

Shanahan began his 11th training camp as head coach of the Broncos on Thursday, 
when players reported. Two-a-day practices begin Friday.  

After consecutive 10-6 seasons in which his team was thumped out of the playoffs by 
Indianapolis in the first round, Shanahan said he, like Bowlen, thinks the Broncos are 
Super Bowl contenders. The coach said he planned to tell the players that at their first 
meeting Thursday night.  

"If you don't believe you can get it, they sure aren't going to believe they can get it," 
Shanahan said. "I think everyone is into the one-game-at-a-time, one-practice-at-a-
time thing, to get to the next level. But if you don't talk to your group about what the 
goals are for the end of the season, how do they know?"  

Maybe the biggest key to Denver's hopes are the fortunes of Jake Plummer, who 
heads into his third year as the team's quarterback.  

Last year, Plummer set franchise records for passing yardage (4,089) and touchdowns 
(27, tied with John Elway), but also led the league in interceptions, with 20. The 
Broncos committed long-term to Plummer in the offseason when they paid him a $6 
million roster bonus.  

"I think this will be the true year to evaluate Jake Plummer," Shanahan said. "I feel 
very good about what he's done in the offseason. He's had a lot of reps. I would be 
surprised if he doesn't have a heck of a year."  

From now through the final practice on Aug. 18, Shanahan will lead one of the most 
intriguing camps in the league.  

Among those the Broncos brought in were Jerry Rice, defensive linemen Courtney 
Brown and Gerard Warren, punter Todd Sauerbrun and rookie tailback Maurice Clarett.

Bowlen will see how the new guys blend in from his second-story office at the Broncos 
complex, which was built so the owner would have a commanding view of the practice 
fields.  
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"There are a lot of people I'm excited to see play," Bowlen said. "We've got a few guys 
with reputations of having a lot of talent."  

The owner said Super Bowl expectations are the norm for the Broncos and he doesn't 
think that coming out and saying so puts any more pressure on the coach or players.  

"That's not a surprise to my people," Bowlen said. "That's always been a goal here. I 
think it's realistic." 

BRONCO BRIEFS: Among those Shanahan played with at the Tahoe Celebrity 
Championship golf tournament earlier this month were Elway, Steve Spurrier, Don 
Trump and Ivan Lendl. Shanahan finished tied with Spurrier for 44th place and won 
$3,243.50. ... The Broncos have 12 two-a-days scheduled at Dove Valley, but only 
seven of them will involve the entire roster. Five of the afternoon practices are for 
special teams work only.  

 
 
 
 

(Copyright 2005 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)  
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BOWLEN HAS FAITH (07/28/05) 
Broncos owner says team is in good hands 

By FRANK SCHWAB THE GAZETTE  

ENGLEWOOD - Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen doesn't like sweeping changes. Bowlen probably 
won't turn his franchise upside down if it extends its streak of seasons without a playoff win to seven. 
"That's not in my vocabulary, rebuilding," Bowlen said during an interview with The Gazette. "Building a 
football team is for expansion franchises." When the Broncos report to training camp today, they'll have 
Mike Shanahan as their coach for the 11th straight season, the same power structure in the organization 
with Shanahan having final say over personnel, and the same quarterback, Jake Plummer, that has 
driven fans crazy at times since 2003. And Bowlen has his typical expectations for the 2005 season - 
Super Bowl or bust. "Are Broncos fans going to be happy if I say, `We're going to win a playoff game this 
year, that's our goal'?" Bowlen said. "That's not the goal of this organization. We've been to five Super 
Bowls since I've been the owner and won two, and our goal is to win the championship. If we start out 
with any different goal we're shortchanging everybody including ourselves." Defensive tackle Gerard 
Warren, who came from the Cleveland Browns to the Broncos in an offseason trade, said he quickly 
noticed that Denver carried itself with the Super Bowl in mind. "The biggest difference for me was going 
from a team that was trying to win to coming to a team that wants to win a Super Bowl," Warren said. 
"Totally different styles of coaching and totally different atmosphere around the organization." However, 
the Broncos haven't played at a championship level since John Elway retired. They are 0-3 in the 
playoffs with no AFC West titles the past six seasons. Kansas City, Oakland, San Diego and even 
Seattle, which moved to the NFC in 2002, have won the AFC West since Denver last did. Indianapolis 
has blown out the Broncos in the playoffs the past two seasons. But Bowlen didn't blame an 
organizational failure for the drought. He lamented the Broncos' close losses and said the team has 
been close to being among the NFL's elite. "Obviously, (there have been) injuries, we've had bad luck, 
we've played some bad football, all of those things have happened," Bowlen said. "But for two or three 
stupid plays we're 12-4 instead of 10-6 in the last two seasons. We've made some mistakes and you 
have to eliminate those mistakes." Bowlen didn't mention Plummer when he discussed the mistakes, but 
Denver's quarterback has made his share. Last year Plummer threw two touchdowns and nine 
interceptions during a four-game stretch, which helped knock Denver out of the AFC West race. But 
Denver paid Plummer the $6 million option bonus he was due this offseason. Bowlen said he thought 
Plummer has played well in his two Broncos seasons, and that he thought the death of Plummer's good 
friend and Army Ranger Pat Tillman in Afghanistan last year was a burden. "He's had some tough things 
to deal with last year. This year, I think he's ready," said Bowlen, who added that Plummer has gotten 
more criticism than he's deserved for his play. "I think he's more than ready. He knows the offense, he's 
comfortable with the team and I think he has all the tools. "I'm looking for Jake to have a really good 
year." Bowlen has always strongly defended Shanahan. No matter how much speculation exists that 
Shanahan's job is in jeopardy, Bowlen's opinion is the only one that matters and he reiterated he will not 
make a change. Bowlen also said he has never thought about taking away Shanahan's final say over all 
personnel matters. "He's my coach. How many times do I have to say that?" Bowlen said. "Mike's got 
four years to go on his contract, and he's my coach for hopefully longer than that. "A lot of guys out there 
fire their coaches because they want to get to the Super Bowl and they can't get there with the guy they 
got. Well, I've been there twice with the guy I've got." The Broncos made some surprising moves in the 
offseason. They acquired four Browns defensive linemen after Cleveland finished last in the NFL in 
rushing defense last year, picked controversial running back Maurice Clarett in the third round of the 
NFL draft and traded for punter Todd Sauerbrun, who was run out of Carolina after many offfield issues. 
But Bowlen said he was confident with the character and ability of Denver's new players. Bowlen said 
he's always optimistic heading into the season, but he has a special feeling about this year's team. "As 
we sit here today, knowing what we know today, I think we're as good a football team as there is," 
Bowlen said. "We can compete with anybody in the NFL. That's what Mike tries to do and that's what I 
ask him to do. Get the people in here that we can win it all with. "We're not rebuilding, we're not doing 
any of that stuff. We're trying to go 19-0." CONTACT THE WRITER: 476-4891 or fschwab@gazette.com  
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Bowlen believes Broncos can be super 

By MIKE KLIS  
The Denver Post 

DENVER -- From his expansive second-floor office at the Denver Broncos' training complex, owner 
Pat Bowlen can watch what he has seen so many times before. 

There will be behemoths performing burpees, or whatever they call the calisthenic equivalent these 
days. There will be passes and kicks, blocks and the occasional tackle. 

Jerry Rice will be running pass patterns on the practice fields outside his window ... now that's 
something Bowlen hasn't seen before. 

Expectations for this new season are simple: there are 192 days from Thursday, when the Broncos 
report for training camp, until Feb. 5, when Super Bowl XL will be played in Detroit. 

"Some people would say some years are more realistic than other years," Bowlen said. "Right now, as 
we sit here today, I would say it's an achievable goal." 

Bowlen is about to begin his 22nd training camp as Broncos' owner. Five times he has made it from 
Day One of training camp to the Super Bowl, twice winning the Vince Lombardi Trophy with coach 
Mike Shanahan, although none lately. 

Not even a playoff win has come lately -- in the past six seasons to be exact. 

Adjustments have been made. Before the Broncos embarked on their 192-day goal they reviewed why 
their past two seasons fell four weeks short. 

"I don't want to be critical, but probably the biggest turnaround I see is in our special teams," Bowlen 
said. "Last year, we just weren't as good as we should have been on special teams. That's not to 
criticize the coaches or the players. It's just here in Denver, you ought to be able to kick the ball 60 
yards on punts. You ought to be able to kick it into the end zone every time you kick off." 

Todd Sauerbrun, he of the thunderous leg and troubled past, will be counted on to add yardage to 
punts. He may handle kickoffs, too, although seventh-round draft choice Paul Ernster may give field-
goal specialist Jason Elam and Sauerbrun another kicking companion. 

Kicking is a big deal for teams that believe little things make a difference. It's an understandable 
position for a Broncos team that did all the big things well last season, at least statistically, yet settled 
for a 10-6 record. Only the Broncos ranked in the top five among 32 NFL teams in total offense and 
defense last season. Yet, the numbers added up to a first-round playoff pasting for a second 
consecutive year -- by the Indianapolis Colts for a second straight year. 

This caused Shanahan and his management team to scour other statistics. 

"Obviously, turnovers -- the ability to generate them and ability to not generate them -- and special 
teams were two areas we felt we needed to address," Broncos general manager Ted Sundquist said. 
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Despite booting in thin air for half their games, Broncos punters ranked 23rd in punting. And despite 
the all-pro additions of cornerback Champ Bailey and safety John Lynch on defense, the Broncos 
ranked 29th in creating turnovers. 

The Broncos say they believe one ties into the other. Sauerbrun and Ernster could mean 10 to 15 extra 
yards in field position five or six times a game, at least at Invesco Field at Mile High. An influx of 
defensive speed and athleticism is intended to create havoc from there. 

Although the Broncos went for speed while selecting defensive backs Darrent Williams, Karl Paymah 
and Domonique Foxworth with their first three draft picks, turnovers often begin with pressure on the 
quarterback. 

The return to health of Trevor Pryce, who missed most of last season with a back injury, should 
improve the pass rush. Although Pryce reportedly is fit and pain-free, his workload may be eased 
initially. 

"I think you have to be careful with veterans like that, how hard you work them in training camp," 
Bowlen said. 

Even if Pryce is slow to regain his form, the Broncos acquired plenty of defensive-line depth from the 
Cleveland Browns. As they get ready to bump the likes of Courtney Brown, Gerard Warren, Ebenezer 
Ekuban and Michael Myers during two-a-day practices, Broncos offensive linemen may come to view 
training camp as an endless scrimmage against the Browns. 

"There are a lot of tools out there, physical tools to put the heat on the quarterback," Sundquist said. 
"And if you're kicking the ball off in the end zone or punting the ball and pinning your opponent back 
inside the 20, you're having to go a long way. It's going to give our defense more opportunities to do 
some things, cause some pressure and create some turnovers." 

There are other questions for training camp to resolve. Can quarterback Jake Plummer, in his third 
Denver season, augment his franchise-record 4,089 yards passing with fewer mistakes and some two-
minute drill magic? After trading their top running backs from the past two years, will Tatum Bell 
become the Broncos standard, 1,500-yard-type rusher? Can Rice, the greatest receiver ever, make the 
team a few weeks shy of his 43rd birthday and continue to make the clutch catch in his final season? 

Bowlen said one topic no one should bother asking about is Shanahan's future. He isn't going 
anywhere, not if Bowlen can help it. 

In the history of NFL coaches, only two -- John Madden and Don Shula -- have won more regular-
season games through their first 10 seasons with one team than the 101 the Broncos have recorded 
under Shanahan. 

"I've never paid any attention to it," Bowlen said of the Shanahan rumors that began to swell last year. 
"We've got the right guy. I've said that many times. But the first thing you hear when we lose two 
games in a row is the media calling for his head. He's got a contract here, so he's not going anywhere 
else." 

The biggest question the Broncos will carry into training camp Thursday: Can they escape their 10-6, 
one-game playoff rut and extend their season to the final day in Detroit? 
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"To my mind, the Super Bowl is tantamount to everything else," Bowlen said. "I could sell the club 
for a lot of money and go off and live somewhere else, but my goal is to win a Super Bowl. 

"People can say he's nuts, he's not realistic, he's going to be 9-7, he's not going to be in the playoffs. ... 
But if I don't think I'm going to make the playoffs and make the Super Bowl, then somebody else 
ought to be sitting in this chair." 
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Bowlen aiming 'deep into playoffs' 

Broncos owner keeps the faith in Shanahan  

By Ryan Thorburn, Camera Sports Writer 
July 28, 2005  

ENGLEWOOD — The Denver Broncos don't begin the regular-season schedule for another 45 
days, but for their diehard fans the wait for football is finally over.  

The players report to training camp today with the first practice scheduled for 8:30 a.m. on Friday. Mike Shanahan, entering 
his 11th season as the head coach, will casually dine with members of the media this afternoon before getting up from the 
table and putting his game face on for the next six months.  

Whether it's Jerry Rice trying to make the roster, Maurice Clarett trying to make a good first impression or Courtney Brown 
trying to stay on the field, there are plenty of important new players to keep an eye on during the preseason.  

Jake Plummer and Larry Coyer hope the third year is the charm as the quarterback and defensive coordinator try to help the 
franchise erase the memory of back-to-back playoff embarrassments in Indianapolis. Having Mike Anderson, Quentin Griffin, 
Trevor Pryce, Luther Elliss and Lenny Walls healthy at the end of the season this time might help.  

No one is looking forward to watching the stories of the 2005 season unfold more than Pat Bowlen. The Broncos owner 
believes there is plenty of talent on the roster to end this chapter with a playoff game at Invesco Field.  

"I'm hoping to go further than that," Bowlen said when asked about the chances of Denver hosting a postseason game for the 
first time since Jan. 17, 1999, when John Elway and the Broncos won the AFC Championship Game over the New York Jets 
at Mile High Stadium. "As you know, I'm always optimistic. Overly optimistic, most people would say. But we've certainly got 
the players, in my mind, to go deep into the playoffs. A lot depends on keeping these guys healthy and getting the bounces."  

Interestingly, the Broncos acquired a number of players during the offseason who have been unable to avoid injury. Most 
notably, Brown, one of four former Cleveland Browns defensive linemen that will get a fresh start in Denver.  

If Brown and the other ex-Browns can stay healthy, along with Pryce and Elliss, Denver could have one of the best defenses 
in the league. Gerard Warren, Ebenezer Ekuban and Michael Myers are the other members of the Cleveland crew.  

A total of 18 defensive linemen were invited to camp.  

"There is a lot of talent there and it's going to be a very interesting situation," Bowlen said. "(The former Cleveland players) are 
coming into a different situation. We do things differently. They've had a great offseason in our program and they're all high-
character guys and talented guys. We've got to keep them healthy. There's no question they can play."  

Plummer, who threw for a franchise-record 4,089 yards and 27 touchdowns last season, will be working with much the same 
cast on offense. Reuben Droughns was traded to Cleveland during the offseason, and Tatum Bell is the favorite to win the 
starting running back job. Cooper Carlisle will replace Dan Neil at right guard, as he did at the end of last season.  

The thinking is that Plummer will cut down on his mistakes — "Bad Jake" had 20 interceptions and struggled in the red zone in 
2004 — and lead the team to a better January fate than the RCA Dome debacles of the past two years.  

"First of all, we've got to do the job on offense. And Jake in his third year will be a lot more comfortable ... I think we'll see a 
different Jake," Bowlen said. "At running back, well, we always seem to find someone at running back. On the (offensive) line 
we're only replacing one player. I think we should be very good on offense."  

The Broncos were ranked third in the AFC in total offense, fifth in the NFL, and believe trading for veteran punter Todd 
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Sauerbrun and drafting rookie return man Darrent Williams will drastically improve field position and make things easier for 
Plummer.  

Denver, at least statistically, was fourth overall in defense, but the lack of a consistent pass rush kept Coyer's side of the ball 
from making big plays (the Broncos finished 29th in take-aways). The team believes Walls and Champ Bailey can be dynamic 
at cornerback, as long as they get some help up front. Same story for the solid starting trio of Ian Gold, Al Wilson and D.J. 
Williams at linebacker.  

"Defensively, it's key that we really have a good, strong defense. We need to have a defense that's one of the top units in the 
league," Bowlen said. "If we can play up to the abilities of the players we have, then I think we will have one of the top 
defenses."  

Denver's defense will now have to face Randy Moss (Oakland) twice, in addition to Priest Holmes (Kansas City) and 
LaDainian Tomlinson (San Diego). Sports Illustrated has tabbed the AFC West the most difficult division in the league top to 
bottom.  

"It's probably the most competitive division in the league when you look at it at this point," Bowlen said. "I read the 
publications, too."  

Most of the national writers are picking the Chargers or Chiefs to win the division. Bowlen, of course, believes the Broncos will 
win another Super Bowl before any of their rivals, especially the Raiders.  

If that happens, Shanahan — who has not won a playoff game since coaching the Broncos to back-to-back Super Bowl wins 
seven years ago — will be on the sideline and at the parade.  

"He has four more years on his deal, so I'm hoping he gets into the five Super Bowl club," Bowlen said. "I have a great deal of 
faith in Mike, obviously."  

Paymah inks deal  

Third-round draft pick Karl Paymah signed with the Broncos on Wednesday.  

Paymah, who was selected 76th overall, started the final 24 games of his college career at Washington State. The cornerback 
had three interceptions and one fumble recovery in 48 games with the Cougars.  

Also Wednesday, the Broncos waived wide receiver Grant Mattos. Mattos, who was signed by the Broncos in January, was 
previously with the San Diego Chargers.  
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Bowlen says to behave or else 

Owner won't give problems the opportunity to develop  

By Jeff Legwold, Rocky Mountain News 
May 25, 2005  

WASHINGTON - Some NFL observers see the Denver Broncos as the league's big risk-takers this off-season. 

The Broncos, frustrated with quick postseason exits each of the past two years, have taken on some players 
with a little more off-the- field baggage than they typically chance.  

But Broncos owner Pat Bowlen made it clear Tuesday that, though he believes in second chances, he will 
have little patience for those who do not take advantage of them.  

"Honestly, looking at it, I don't think we're taking a risk with any of them," Bowlen said during the league 
owners meetings. "Those guys are going to come in to play, they'll either make the team or they won't. But 
if those guys become a problem, then they're gone.  

"It's pretty simple."  

The Broncos have been fairly busy in the off- season as they try to break free from two consecutive 10-6 
finishes that concluded with first- round playoff losses in Indianapolis.  

And while some of the new faces, such as defensive end Courtney Brown and defensive end Ebenezer 
Ekuban, have injuries they are trying to overcome, others are trying to rebuild at least part of their 
reputations.  

Players such as defensive tackle Gerard Warren, running back Maurice Clarett and punter Todd Sauerbrun 
have encountered off-the-field troubles along the way, but each has told the Broncos he hopes Denver can 
be part of a fresh start.  

"I'm very high on character, we've made that clear, I think," Bowlen said. "I've flipped a lot of talented 
players over character."  

Broncos coach Mike Shanahan, who has said "you have to look at it on a player-by-player basis," was 
concerned enough before acquiring Sauerbrun that he did not conclude the trade with the Carolina Panthers 
for the three-time Pro Bowl selection until after a face-to-face meeting with him in Denver earlier this 
month.  

Sauerbrun was among the players identified in a 60 Minutes Wednesday report in March as having received 
a prescription for a steroid banned by the NFL. The 32-year-old still could face a suspension if the league 
determines he used a banned substance, but Sauerbrun has cooperated with a federal investigation.  

Sauerbrun also pleaded guilty this week to driving while impaired - he was cited in December - and was 
placed on a one-year unsupervised probation and fined $100.  

Rocky Mountain News
 
To print this page, select File then Print from your browser
URL: http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/broncos/article/0,1299,DRMN_17_3804357,00.html

Page 1 of 2Rocky Mountain News: Broncos

5/25/2005http://www.rockymountainnews.com/drmn/cda/article_print/0,1983,DRMN_17_3804357_...



Warren was labeled as an underachiever during his time with the Cleveland Browns. He also was arrested in 
November 2001 for carrying an unlicensed firearm in his sports utility vehicle and was convicted of a 
misdemeanor for marijuana possession in 1999 while he was at the University of Florida.  

Clarett was suspended from Ohio State's football team in 2003 after being the focus of two NCAA 
investigations into the Buckeyes program. Clarett also pleaded guilty to a charge of failure to aid a law-
enforcement officer in 2003 - he paid a $100 fine - after inflating the value of items he said were stolen from
a car he was driving at the time.  

"But I'm just not going to make any judgment calls on those guys until I see them and how they behave," 
Bowlen said. "They know what they have to do; it's been made clear. If they misbehave, they're not going 
to be part of this team."  

Bowlen said the Broncos had planned all along to take a measured approach in free agency. And, though the
team made no blockbuster moves as it did in trading for cornerback Champ Bailey last off-season, he 
believes the Broncos' additions this off-season will aid in the team's attempt to win its first playoff game in 
the post-John Elway era.  

The Broncos have gone 0-3 in playoff games - all on the road - since they won Super Bowl XXXIII to 
conclude the 1998 season.  

"But I think this reminds me of back in the mid-'90s, we did similar things then with our roster," Bowlen 
said. "We brought in a lot of players. But I think we've got a lot of character guys, and you've heard that a 
million times, but now we'll see how talented they are."  

The Broncos recently have seen the painful downside of such risk-taking.  

Before the 2003 season, they signed defensive tackle Daryl Gardener to a seven-year, $34.8 million 
contract.  

Gardener was not in town long before he tore ligaments in his right wrist in July 2003 during an early-
morning fight outside an Aurora pancake house. He missed five games because of the injury and did not 
record a sack.  

Shanahan eventually suspended him for his behavior, and Gardener finished 2003 on the injured reserve 
list. He was released in June but still will count $3,571,000 against the Broncos salary cap this season.  

Bowlen has said the team not only has looked closely "at our mistakes in free agency" but also at the 
players they have acquired this year.  

"I would rely on Mike and (general manager) Ted (Sundquist)'s reaction to a player's history more than my 
own," Bowlen said. "But if they told me (the player) was being sincere in the belief they were ready for a 
new start, I would accept their advice."  

Bowlen is so confident in his team's personnel moves he believes the Broncos are ready to compete for the 
AFC West title - and beyond.  

"You look at it right now, you have to think it's going to be the most competitive division in the league, 
certainly in the AFC," he said. "But I like our team. Hopefully, we get guys like (defensive end) Trevor Pryce 
to stay healthy throughout the season. The question mark for us is if we stay healthy.  

"But I like what we've done, and we'll see where we can go from here."  

legwoldj@RockyMountainNews.com or 303-892-2359  
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Bowlen bows out of draft decisions 
By Thomas George 
Denver Post Staff Columnist  

Thursday, April 21, 2005 -  

You will not find Pat Bowlen in the final few hours before the NFL draft starts Saturday locked in a 
film room at the Broncos' complex, contemplating which college players can cut it. He was not at the 
scouting combine two months ago in Indianapolis with stopwatch in hand and clipboard close by.  

On draft day, the Broncos' owner will not man the phones, whisper advice into the ears of his 
coaches and scouts or in any manner make himself the central figure. 

"If I didn't believe in the people I have making those decisions, I'd get somebody else, because it 
sure can't be me," Bowlen said Wednesday. "I trust them. I have more confidence in them this year 
than I've had in years past. They have all matured. 

"It has been a maturing process between the coaches, scouts, GM, a situation where people have 
grown more comfortable working with each other. And if Mike Shanahan didn't think he had the right 
people around him, he would make changes. He has the authority to do that." 

We know. They know. Bowlen makes it clear - it is everybody's draft, but it is primarily Shanahan's 
draft. That's the way Bowlen still wants it. 

Bowlen was in Atlanta helping finish details on the league's new six-year, $24 billion television 
contract this week and returned to Denver on Tuesday. He said he knew discussions with Washington 
were ongoing, discussions that led to Denver trading its first-round pick (No. 25) to the Redskins for 
current and future picks. This is how he learned the final result: Mike Bluem, a Broncos 
administrator, walked into his office late Tuesday afternoon, handed him a piece of paper and said, 
"This is what we've done." Bowlen looked it over and said, "Thanks, good job." 

This is rare in the NFL. 

This is a time in league history when owners have their fingers in everything and anything that 
affects their teams. Could you imagine owner Jerry Jones in Dallas or owner Al Davis with the 
Raiders getting a scrap of paper informing them of such a done deal? 

This is the Bowlen way. He will sink or swim with it. Critics say they believe his team - with no 
playoff victories in the past six years - is sinking. That his personnel department lags far behind 
those of current front-runners in New England and Pittsburgh and Philadelphia. That Shanahan has 
run his course. That change, particularly in the procurement of players, is essential. 

Bowlen's trust and steadiness is admirable. For now, it is also correct. 

Because the biggest payoffs in the NFL come from savvy, encompassing owner patience. 

"We've had some questionable drafts here the past few years," Bowlen said. "I've been at this for 22 
years. I have fired two coaches. If I didn't like what we have, I'd move on. New England has had a 
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great run. We are all as owners jealous and want to emulate that. But every dog has its day. I don't 
think those guys are going to stay brilliant forever. The cycles come and go and somebody else, 
maybe the Broncos, are going to jump into that area." 

He admits he has blind trust for Shanahan. Winning consecutive Super Bowls produced that, 
especially, Bowlen said, on the miserable heels of losing in his first three Super Bowl attempts. 

He will be patient, at least through another full season. He likes the offseason moves. He considers 
retaining defensive end Trevor Pryce the equivalent of signing a No. 1 draft choice. His Broncos 
moved out of the first round because of salary cap restraints and the belief that talent in the later 
rounds is comparable to that of the earlier rounds. 

"We have been in five Super Bowls here, six AFC championship games, so if we are not making a 
deep run in the playoffs, we are considered failures by our fans," Bowlen said. "A 10-6 season and no 
playoff run around here is not considered a success. I like that. I want that." 

He enters his complex every day through the back door. He is in his office on most days but does not 
storm through the halls swinging an ax. He watches, listens, asks questions. 

He has faith amid a sea of fan concern and discontent. 

It is admirable. For now, it is also correct. 

"This business is unique," Bowlen said. "You have to have people you trust pick the talent and coach 
the talent and get out of the way. I know the bottom line is winning. I also know when and what to 
contribute from a leadership standpoint." 

Staff writer Thomas George can be reached at 303-820-1994 or tgeorge@denverpost.com . 
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Bowlen touch good as gold for Beacon 
By Joanne Davidson 
Denver Post Society Editor  

Tuesday, April 19, 2005 -  

Interior designer Marc Roth couldn't help but state the obvious when Annabel Bowlen, a petite 
mother of five, presented the Beacon Center's Golden Cherub Award to Roth and James Pfister last 
Saturday night at the 14th annual Cherish the Children Gala. 

"This weighs more than you do," Roth quipped. 

What the wife of Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen lacks in poundage she makes up for in 
enthusiasm. Until Beacon Center's work on behalf of troubled teens caught her attention, the 
nonprofit formerly known as Court House Inc. had languished in relative anonymity among Denver's 
upper-echelon do-gooders. 

Once she came aboard, though, it became a household name. She started a guild, added 
considerable cachet to the gala by involving players and coaches, and opened her home for 
luncheons aimed at raising money and increasing the center's visibility. 

She and her husband also make significant financial contributions. Walt DeHaven, vice president and 
general manager of CBS4, chaired Cherish the Children 2005: The Beauty and Rhythms of Africa with 
his wife, Shelly. The popular couple also are chairing the Colorado Symphony's fall gala. 

The event at the Hyatt Regency Tech Center had a sell-out crowd of 650, and while revenue and 
expenses still are being tallied, auctioneer Gary Corbett, who had been a house parent at Beacon 
Center 33 years ago, said the live auction alone brought in a record $191,000. 

Broncos Coach Mike Shanahan took time from preparing for the coming NFL draft to attend the gala 
with his wife, Peggy. They mixed and mingled with such fans and colleagues as Harvey and 
Stephanie Steinberg; Ralph and Anne Klomp, whose Trice Jewelers donated the $48,000 diamond 
necklace that Mort Marks purchased in the live auction as a Mother's Day gift for his wife, Edie; 
Michael and Pamela O'Neal; Bob, Gerri, Susan and Sharon Sweeney; Larry and Kathy Rubin; and Jim 
and Loretta Collier. 

Page 1 of 3

4/19/2005http://www.denverpost.com/cda/article/print/0,1674,36%257E168%257E2822952,00.html



 
Photo 1: The ballroom of the Hyatt Regency Tech Center was decorated in an African theme by 
Marc Roth and Jim Pfister.  
Photo 2: James Pfister, left, and Marc Roth were given the 2005 Cherub Award in appreciation 
for the time and money they have given in making the Cherish the Children Gala a visual treat. 
Over the years, their decor has transported guests to such exotic locales as Cuba, Africa, Italy 
and France.  
Photo 3: CBS4 boss Walt DeHaven and his wife, Shelly, chaired this benefit for the Beacon 
Center, which has provided residential treatment services for over 14,000 children between the 
ages of 10 and 18 since its start 35 years ago.  
Photo 4: Annabel Bowlen, here with daughter Brittany, has added considerable visibility to 
Beacon Center by forming a guild and serving as honorary chairwoman of its annual gala. This 
year alone, she and her husband, Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen, donated three items to the 
live auction -- a trip to one of the team's away games, a Super Bowl package and a cocktail party 
at Broncos headquarters -- and purchased, for $15,000, a Broncos montage painted the night of 
the gala by artist Malcolm Farley. They donated another $15,000 to be used for buying needed 
items for Beacon Center.  
Photo 5: Auction coordinators Douglas Kerbs and Holly Kylberg.  
Photo 6: Bradley Joseph and Lynne Hamstra.  
Photo 7: Anne and Ralph Klomp of Trice Jewelers with Stephanie Steinberg, right.  
Photo 8: Head Coach Mike Shanahan.  
Photo 9: Linda Lynch, wearing a Chanel dress, walks with Denver Broncos safety John Lynch.  
Photo 10: Taking a turn is Dolce & Gabbana-clad Julie Leach, with husband Mike Leach, the 
Broncos' long snapper, dressed in Armani.  
Photo 11: Linebacker Ian Gold accompanies Brittany Bowlen, wearing Kay Unger, on the runway. 
 
Photo 12: Denver Broncos linebacker D.J. Williams is accompanied by his mother, Sherri 
Gonzales, wearing Sue Wong, at the Neiman Marcus-sponsored fashion show to benefit the 
Beacon Center.  
Photo 13: Quarterback Danny Kanell, in an Armani suit, accompanies wife Courtney, who wears 
a Nicole Miller dress.  
Photo 14: Walking on the wild side, fashion-wise, are Carylyn Bell, Wendy Aiello, Pam 
Ruschmeyer, Andrea Gray and Bonnie Mandarich.  
Photo 15: Quarterback Matt Mauck, in an Etro shrit and khaki pants, and his wife Jill, in a 
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Loretta is the new director of Murray Motors' VIP amenity service program and donated the two-year 
lease of a Mercedes-Benz to the auction. 

Other guests were Jimmy and Linda Yip; Steve Rosdal; Harry and Gail Doby; Josh Hanfling; Bob and 
Wendy Kaufman; Sylvia Atencio; John Faught and Tammy Wood; Lynn Hamstra; Charles Jordy and 
Brian Fan; Steve Chotin; David Sunshine; Rollie Jordan and new Denverites Jan and Bill Sanger; and 
attorney Stephen Wahlberg and his wife, Judye, with their friends and former Denverites Glenn and 
Donna Guzzo of Jacksonville, Fla. Donna is a former member of the gala committee and past officer 
of the Cherish the Children Guild. 

Society editor Joanne Davidson can be reached at 303-820-1314 or jmdpost@aol.com.  

Laundry by Shelli Segal dress.  
Photo 16: Noza Usefdekova models a Nicole Miller Signature dress.  
Photo 17: Former Bronco Cheerleader Susan Marker talks with others before the Fashion show of 
the Broncos Gala Saturday night.  
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Bowlen sees better team 
By Bill Williamson  
Denver Post Staff Writer  

Tuesday, March 22, 2005 -  

Kapalua, Hawaii - As his team attempts to cap free agency with key additions to a realigned 
defensive front, Broncos owner Pat Bowlen is pleased with what he has seen this offseason.  

Bowlen believes his team will be improved from its 10-6 season of 2004, which ended with a wild-
card playoff loss at Indianapolis. 

"I am very happy in the direction that we're going in," Bowlen said Monday. "I think we'll be better to 
significantly better than last year depending on how we finish free agency and how we draft. But 
we're on our way." 

At the center of their current improvement attempt is Cleveland free-agent defensive end Courtney 
Brown. Brown will visit Seattle today after going to Jacksonville on Sunday night. 

Washington also is pursuing Brown. The Broncos and Redskins have been his most ardent pursuers 
and likely would give him a better contract and playing opportunity than the Jaguars or the 
Seahawks. 

Brown, who would start in Denver, could make his decision by midweek. Jaguars coach Jack Del Rio 
said Monday his team was intrigued by Brown's visit but isn't in a hurry. 

"We'll have to decide where we're at and see where (Brown) is at," Del Rio said. "There's a lot to be 
done." 

After Brown makes his decision, the Broncos likely will move on the other defensive linemen on their 
agenda: Baltimore end Marques Douglas, Atlanta tackle Ed Jasper and Cincinnati tackle Tony 
Williams, who is visiting Jacksonville today. Douglas concludes a visit with Denver today. 

With $3.3 million in salary cap room, Denver could add two of the four linemen. Denver has been 
active in the offseason, signing linebacker Ian Gold, trading for defensive tackle Gerard Warren and 
re-signing guard Ben Hamilton. Denver general manager Ted Sundquist said veteran defensive 
lineman Luther Elliss and Marco Coleman are close to re- signing. 

Coupled with the moves, Bowlen said, is the maturation of last year's team behind leaders Champ 
Bailey and John Lynch. 

"Another reason why we're going to be so much better is that those guys are here for a second 
year," Bowlen said. "We have great leadership in addition to our talent. It's going to help us improve 
steadily." 

Draft picks added  

Denver reloaded the middle rounds of the April 23-24 draft by getting two third-round compensatory 
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picks. It got the No. 97 and 101 overall picks for the 2004 free-agency losses of Bertrand Berry, Gold 
and Keith Burns. Denver doesn't have its own third-, fourth- and fifth- round picks because of a 
penalty based on a salary cap violation (third), and trades for Warren (fourth) and Ellis Johnson 
(fifth). 

Focus on Foster block  

The NFL's competition committee will present a rule to the owners to make plays illegal similar to the 
one in which Denver offensive tackle George Foster blocked Williams last season. Williams missed 
the rest of the season because of a broken leg on the play. Foster wasn't penalized or fined. 

Under the new rule, the play would be unnecessary roughness and a 15-yard penalty. The rule is 
expected to pass. However, committee member Rich McKay of Atlanta made it clear Denver's cut 
blocking technique still is legal. 

Footnote  

The Broncos are not involved in any of the four games on the opening weekend of the regular season 
that were announced. The complete NFL schedule is expected to be released in the next couple of 
weeks. Meanwhile, the NFL likely will play its full slate of games on Saturday, Dec. 24, instead of 
Sunday, Dec. 25. There may be a game on Christmas Day. 

Bill Williamson can be reached at 303-820-5450 or bwilliamson@denverpost.com.  
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In search of labor gains 

Bowlen knows NFL can't follow in NHL's footsteps  

By Jeff Legwold, Rocky Mountain News 
March 15, 2005  

Having spent roughly four decades of his life in Canada, Broncos owner Pat 
Bowlen might have a little clearer view of the current sports landscape than 
some.  

And what he sees from the current labor impasse in the NHL - "the sport I grew 
up with" - is a no-win quagmire he would like the NFL to steer clear of in the 
coming months.  

"The NHL, that's obviously a very good example of what can happen if you don't get your act together," 
Bowlen said. "Nobody, nobody has been benefited from that situation - owners, players, fans - they've all 
taken a big hit. I don't know who you blame for that. . . . But when you get sort of a standoff like that, 
everybody's getting hurt and now they lose a whole season and probably a lot more than that."  

So when Bowlen and the NFL's power brokers gather in Hawaii for the league's annual March meetings next 
week, one of the most prominent items on the docket will be the extension of the current collective-
bargaining agreement.  

The current CBA expires after the 2007 season, but because of ongoing negotiations for television rights 
fees, a long list of players' contracts that already reach into 2010 as well as sponsorships and other 
marketing endeavors of each team, the league and the NFL Players' Association routinely have extended the 
agreement since the first season of the salary cap in 1994 to maintain stability.  

But this time might be different with NFLPA executive director Gene Upshaw already suggesting the inclusion
of more revenue in the equation that determines the salary cap, including items not currently counted, such 
as luxury-suite revenues and stadium naming-rights fees.  

Rocky Mountain News
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Upshaw said earlier this year he expected the negotiations to be "difficult" and NFL commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue already has conceded "we have a long way to go." The NFL's last brush with labor strife came in 
1987 with a players' strike.  

"I think it's important for everybody to get it done," Bowlen said. "We've had labor peace for a long time. I 
was on the original committee that negotiated the deal we're now operating under. The players have some 
reasonable demands and they have some outrageous demands.  

"But Gene (Upshaw) has, I think, done a real good job running the NFLPA in keeping NFLPA sort of in sync 
with the league. I'm not saying that he's caving into the league at all - he's not. But at least we've been able
to compromise. We're coming up on, in my mind, a critical time. We're negotiating new broadcast contracts 
we're about half done with. There's going to be a lot of money in the system and in my opinion, the NFLPA 
and the National Football League have to look at that and say 'OK, what's fair?' Because it's not like - there's
going to be a lot of money in the system - it's not like there won't be enough for everybody."  

Bowlen said he believes the NFL's hold on professional sports' top spot has been a result, in large part, of 
the current labor peace. He said he also believes the NHL's current squabble over a multibillion dollar pie 
that largely has been ignored by sports fans can provide a primer for others in the business of sports.  

"I think there's a lesson there," Bowlen said. "We have a very good system as far as revenue sharing and 
those kinds of things in our league. There are things people would like us to do to tweak it to make it better, 
worse or whatever, but we have the system hockey and baseball would like to have.  

"But it's about the connection with the fans. We're in a very fortunate position here in Colorado. For a long 
time, there was only one (professional) sports team. Then there were two; now there's four. And there's a 
lot of competition in a small market for the sports dollar. I, and this organization, we are very cognizant of 
that. You've got to put the product out there. You've got to make the fans feel as though you're doing all 
you can to win championships. I've said before: That's what it's all about. Winning and losing. When that's 
not what it's all about, then you better sell the team and find something else to do."  

Other topics Bowlen expects to be covered at next week's meetings:  

• International games. Tagliabue is set to travel to China next month to discuss playing two preseason 
games there in 2008 leading up to the Olympics at Beijing.  

Bowlen said he wants the Broncos in one of those games.  

"China is evolving, it's a great market for the NFL, but we've got to establish ourselves there," Bowlen said. 
"Yao Ming has made a huge impact on the NBA in China . . . and from the standpoint to introducing football 
to China and showcasing their stadium, it's something we've got to do."  

• TV contracts. The league already has extended agreements with CBS, Fox and DirecTV. It still is 
negotiating with ABC and ESPN - both owned by Disney.  

"I'm not really anxiety-ridden about that," Bowlen said. "We'll get a deal done there."  

He did say the league's NFL Network might broadcast some regular-season games in the new packages. In 
the new contracts, one game each week in the final seven weeks of the season will be held out of those 
deals to be broadcast somewhere else, perhaps on the NFL Network.  

"I can't tell you where we'll be in 2011," Bowlen said. "The world is changing so fast that I can't keep up 
with it. I go home and it's hard for me to turn on the television anymore. It looks like we've got 13 different 
remotes. I suspect that delivery and the way we do business when you get to six or seven years out, I think 
is going to be significantly different. . . . That's why we want to get our deal done."  

• New stadiums. Bowlen said getting new stadiums in markets such as San Francisco, Minneapolis, San  
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Diego and New York are "most critical."  

"New York, let's face it, that's a huge market for us," Bowlen said. "If I'm thinking about what we have to 
get done over the next several years, we have to get stadiums in those markets."  

• Los Angeles. Bowlen said he believes the league is closing in on getting a workable stadium site and 
stadium proposal at Los Angeles to return the NFL there for the first time since after the 1993 season.  

"It doesn't make a hell of a lot of sense not to have an NFL team in what I call the Los Angeles basin," 
Bowlen said.  

However, Bowlen said while he is not in favor of adding a 33rd team to the league to put in Los Angeles, he 
favors relocation only if it is "unavoidable."  

"So I don't have an answer," he said. "But I do feel strongly we need to get a stadium and we need to get a 
team in the Los Angeles basin. I thought we've been close before. One of the reasons I'm glad I'm no longer 
on that committee is we whiffed the last time around, two or three years ago, but I think the league is 
taking a much more cautious and realistic approach to it.'  

legwoldj@RockyMountainNews.com or 303-892-2359  

Copyright 2005, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved. 
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Broncos play it close to vest 

Bowlen is content with team's stance during free agency  

By Jeff Legwold, Rocky Mountain News 
March 12, 2005  

Once bitten, twice shy.  

Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen is OK with that. And with the Broncos largely having stood on the sideline 
in the spending frenzy that has opened NFL free agency the past two weeks, Bowlen said that was the 
team's plan all along.  

"We're just going to be patient," Bowlen said Friday. "I think that everybody has a tendency to fall in love 
with certain guys that are out there. They're usually those situations where you've got four or five teams 
interested in the same guy right at the beginning of free agency.  

"Then the bidding for that guy goes off the charts. And I think our approach this year is, 'Let's be patient, 
let's get the guys we can get at something that looks reasonable and let's sign the guys we want to keep.'  

"I'm pretty happy with where we're at. We've still got some people out there we'd like to sign, but we're not 
going to reach for them."  

The Broncos' foray into the bidding so far largely has resulted in retaining guard Ben Hamilton (five years, 
$16.3 million), signing linebacker Ian Gold (six years, $25 million) after one year with Tampa Bay and 
matching an offer from the New York Jets for tight end Jeb Putzier (five years, $12.5 million).  

They also have seen defensive end Reggie Hayward (Jacksonville Jaguars) and safety Kenoy Kennedy 
(Detroit Lions) move to financially greener pastures.  

Couple that with the fact that most of the players the Broncos have brought in for visits are under-the-
marquee players who they believe fit their specific needs, and some on the outside wonder how they will 
improve from their 10-6 finish, which ended with a playoff loss in Indianapolis.  

Still, Bowlen said it was a planned effort, mostly to escape high-priced signings in recent years such as 
defensive tackle Daryl Gardener, who didn't perform well on the field, got in trouble off it and left behind 
huge salary-cap charges ($3.571 million in '05 alone).  

"We've made our share of whiffs," Bowlen said. "We're working on getting out of all that dead money we've 
had. And things like keeping Jeb, that was a big deal for me. I've always liked him. Everyone says he looks 
awkward, he does this, he does that. But he gets open and he catches the ball."  

While many teams circled March 2 - free agency's first day - on the calendar this year, the Broncos have 
been more inclined to circle June 1. By league rules veteran players can be released after June 1, and the 
charge against the salary cap can be taken over two years instead of just this season.  

That means there is another group of proven, veteran players who will hit the open market. And, Bowlen 
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believes, the competition for those players might be lessened because many teams already will have used 
up available cap space.  

Bowlen said this year's approach stemmed from an increased competitiveness in the bidding around the 
league for the top free agents.  

When the Broncos signed players like wide receiver Ed McCaffrey, defensive tackle Michael Dean Perry, 
guard Mark Schlereth, linebacker Bill Romanowski and defensive end Neil Smith in the Super Bowl runs of 
the mid-1990s, free agency was still in its infancy.  

"And a lot of teams just weren't participating like we were," Bowlen said. "Then other clubs jumped in and 
tried to do the same thing. It was harder to get top free agents at reasonable prices.  

Copyright 2005, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved. 
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Bowlen: Team close to becoming contender 
By Bill Williamson  
Denver Post Staff Writer  

Wednesday, January 19, 2005 -  

Pat Bowlen agrees with his coach. The Broncos' owner doesn't think his team is far from being a 
Super Bowl contender in the 2005 season.  

"We're not far at all," Bowlen said. "We are very close." 

The day after the Broncos' season ended in a 49-24 loss to Indianapolis, coach Mike Shanahan said 
the Broncos were close to championship-caliber and that he expected the team to contend again in 
2005. 

Bowlen vowed the team will work to improve after finishing 10-6 and then losing to Indianapolis in a 
wild-card playoff. 

"I think we have very good talent, and we will work to get one or two more starters," Bowlen said. 

Bowlen didn't specify where the team will look to upgrade, but the Broncos need help on the 
defensive line and perhaps a new starting offensive guard. The team will have some salary cap 
money to get one or two starters in addition to trying to keep their own free-agent priorities. The 
Broncos will have the No. 25 pick in April's draft. 

Bowlen said the quest to get better is the focus. 

"I've said many times before that success is based on 'W's,' not dollar signs," Bowlen said. "We will 
work hard to get better, as we always do." 

Bowlen said the key for the Broncos is to get a home playoff game. The Broncos have advanced to 
the postseason the past two seasons and three of the past six seasons since back-to-back Super 
Bowl championships seasons in 1997 and 1998. All three playoff games were on the road. 

Bowlen said the Broncos were unlucky to have to face the Colts on their friendly home turf of the 
RCA Dome. The Broncos' 2003 season also ended in Indianapolis in a wild-card playoff. 

"We lost a game to the Colts on a field designed to work to their advantage," Bowlen said. "We didn't 
play very well in that game and it was disappointing, but a lot of teams would have had trouble 
against them that day there." 
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Kaiser wants half of Broncos 
By Mike McPhee  
Denver Post Staff Writer  

Wednesday, December 22, 2004 -  

Edgar Kaiser Jr., former owner of the Denver Broncos, has filed papers in Denver District Court 
seeking 50 percent ownership of the National Football League team because of an alleged breach of 
contract by current owner Pat Bowlen.  

Kaiser recently won an important but financially limited victory in federal court involving ownership of 
the Broncos. On Friday, Kaiser filed documents stating that Bowlen violated a right-of-first- refusal 
clause in a 1984 sales agreement with Kaiser. 

Bowlen violated the agreement, according to Kaiser, when he bought out the roughly 50 percent 
ownership shares of the team held by his siblings, William Bowlen and Mary Elizabeth Jagger. 

Kaiser wants Denver District Judge Morris Hoffman to enter a "specific performance" decree giving 
Kaiser the chance to buy those shares of the team for $50 million. 

"(This pleading) is simply an attempt to revive his specific performance claim and thus get a state 
court bite out of what has been up to this point a federal court apple," wrote Bowlen's lead attorney 
Dan Reilly. 

In the federal lawsuit, U.S. District Senior Judge Richard Matsch told the parties in January 2002 that 
he couldn't issue a "specific performance" decree if Kaiser prevailed in his federal lawsuit because 
any share of the team gained by Kaiser would be subject to approval by the other NFL team owners. 

Matsch said he had no jurisdiction over them and couldn't order them to approve Kaiser. 

However, a federal jury in February ruled in favor of Kaiser. It decided that Bowlen had violated the 
right-of-first-refusal clause when he offered former quarterback John Elway 10 percent of the team 
for $15 million, with the agreement that Bowlen could buy Elway out two years later for $20 million 
plus 8 percent interest. Elway refused the offer. 

Matsch, on Dec. 10, ordered Bowlen to make the same offer to Kaiser as he had made to Elway. On 
the "specific performance" issue, Matsch said his ruling was made subject to approval by the NFL 
owners. 

Matsch's reconsideration on the specific performance remedy made all the difference in Kaiser's state 
lawsuit,according to his lawyers. 

They now argue that the same remedy should be made available to Kaiser in his claim "to challenge 
two transactions by which 50 percent of the Denver Broncos was sold in violation of Kaiser's right of 
first refusal." 

Kaiser sold his 60.8 percent ownership in the Broncos to Bowlen in 1984 for $65 million. Bowlen's 
three siblings later bought out the remaining 39.2 percent from two Steamboat Springs 
businessmen. 
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In 1987, Bowlen and his siblings dropped Pat's share to 30 percent and the other siblings to roughly 
23 percent each. William Bowlen and Jagger eventually sold out their shares to Pat and brother John 
Bowlen. 

That final sale to Pat and John is the transaction Kaiser claims violates his right to first refusal. 

On Tuesday, Hoffman ordered the parties to agree by Friday on a trial date sometime before July 11, 
2005. 

Staff writer Mike McPhee can be reached at 303-820-1409 or mmcphee@denverpost.com . 
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Thorburn: Bowlen keeps the faith in Shanahan 

December 13, 2004  

DENVER — The Broncos ended a two-game losing skid that cost them a chance to win the AFC 
West with a narrow victory over arguably the worst team in the league.  

Jake Plummer is not panning out. He's Brian Griese with mobility and a $6 million roster bonus due 
at the end of the season.  

Reuben Droughns has developed a nasty case of fumble-itis, and Tatum Bell — the rookie with the talent to follow Clinton 
Portis — is likely done for the season after teasing everyone with a brilliant game (123 yards, two touchdowns).  

The offensive line seems to get better with age. Or is it more brittle? Dan Neil missed a start on Sunday, the first chink in the 
armor up front.  

Denver's defense does a good job thanks to some solid coaching by Larry Coyer, but the group needed Trevor Pryce and 
Luther Elliss on the field to make the difference between this season and the previous five.  

The Broncos are 8-5 after a 20-17 win over 2-11 Miami. They are tied with Baltimore (8-5) for the final wild-card spot with three 
games to play.  

But based on the last three games — head-scratching losses to rival Oakland and San Diego, followed by Sunday's sloppy 
win over the artists formerly known as the Dolphins at Invesco Field — it's clear that if the Broncos do sneak into the playoffs 
they are going to be one and done.  

Again.  

Which will give everyone with a short memory reason to call for the head of Mike Shanahan, the guy who coached the 
franchise to back-to-back Super Bowl wins in the 1997 and 1998 seasons.  

Fortunately for the man once called "mastermind," Broncos owner Pat Bowlen has his back.  

"He's got four (expletive) years left on his contract," Bowlen reminded a small group of reporters in the corner of his team's 
locker room after Sunday's game. "And I'm not firing him."  

And Shanahan isn't going to Notre Dame. Fox Sports Rocky Mountain broke that fictional story last Thursday, which had the 
braintrust boiling at Bronco headquarters.  

"When a network does that — I don't care if it's Rocky  

Sports Net or ESPN — they better be able to back up what they're saying," Bowlen warned. "And they can't hide behind, 'They 
can't tell you.' It's very clear to me when that happened. Maybe there was some alumni from Chicago shooting their mouth off, 
but that isn't a very good confirming source. Then it turns out to be exactly what I thought it was: a big zero."  

Shanahan, of course, has won zero big playoff games since You Know Who retired. It has been suggested that a change of 
scenery might do the coach and the franchise some good. After all, this is the 10th season for the current regime. Maybe the 
message is getting old and the players are tuning it out? And what about some of those first-round and free-agent busts? 
Even Shannon Sharpe has seen enough of this underachieving team and its mediocre quarterback/turnover waiting to 
happen.  

Well, you can't spell patience without Pat.  
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"I am not frustrated," Bowlen said. "You know, I expect that. I've been part of the game for 21 years. What I don't expect is 
people to make things up. To make things up, in my mind, is outside the rules."  

In that spirit, the Camera is reporting that Mike Shanahan will stick around to coach the Broncos in their bowl game, should 
they turn things around in the next three weeks and play well enough in the playoffs to accept the bid.  

"There are good times and bad times," Bowlen said. "We won a very important football game, so I'm very pleased about that." 

MORE THORBURN COLUMNS »  
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Judge says Kaiser can buy stake in Broncos 
By The Associated Press  

Saturday, December 11, 2004 -  

Denver - A federal judge on Friday ordered Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen to allow a former 
owner to buy back a stake of the team under the terms of a 1998 offer made to quarterback great 
John Elway.  

The victory for Edgar Kaiser Jr., who in 1984 sold his 60.8 percent share in the team to Bowlen for 
$65 million, would be more ceremonial than substantive as the deal would not give him any control 
of the team. 

U.S. District Judge Richard P. Matsch delayed the order's implementation to give both sides a chance 
to appeal. A message left with the law firm representing Kaiser was not immediately returned. 

Under Matsch's order, Bowlen must sell 10 percent of the team to Kaiser for $15 million. 

However, two years and a month from the time of the sale, Bowlen will be allowed to buy back 
Kaiser's share for $20 million plus 8 percent interest - not for what the team is now worth. 

No estimate was immediately available on the "fair market" value of the Broncos. 

Bowlen's attorney, Dan Reilly, said Bowlen couldn't be happier with the resolution at this point. 

Any change in ownership would be subject to approval. 
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Bowlen: 'MNF' spot 'dumb' 

By Jeff Legwold, Rocky Mountain News 
November 19, 2004  

Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen said Thursday he knows what ABC was trying to accomplish with its 
controversial opening segment on Monday Night Football this week but that doesn't mean he wants to see 
anything like it again. 

"Just dumb, really dumb," Bowlen, longtime chairman of the NFL's broadcasting committee, said of the 
segment featuring actress Nicollette Sheridan and Philadelphia Eagles receiver Terrell Owens. 

"My take is that it really was stupid. And it has no real place in the ABC Monday Night Football broadcast. I 
know what they were trying to do. It was distasteful in different forums to different people, but to me, I'm 
saying 'This is about football, why do we have this stuff?' " 

Bowlen said he did not see the segment live but later saw it on tape. 

"A lot of people were offended for different reasons," he said. "I was offended because it was really dumb to 
have that kind of an intro into a Monday night, prime-time broadcast. 

"We had the Super Bowl fiasco, so it's been highlighted. Now I think networks are obviously reminded again 
that kind of stuff doesn't fly with the National Football League. 

"Plus there is no football in that. When I watch Monday Night Football, I like to think I'm watching a prime-
time football game, not a soap opera." 

Copyright 2004, Rocky Mountain News. All Rights Reserved. 
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Final-stretch forecast 

Bowlen has a strong sense as Broncos get ready to close season  

By Lee Rasizer, Rocky Mountain News 
November 11, 2004  

Somewhere deep in Pat Bowlen's desk is a schedule on which the Denver 
Broncos owner plots out how he believes his team will do each season. 

Sure, he'll make his 16-0 public pronouncements each summer; this is what 
Bowlen really thinks will happen. 

Every so often, he'll dig out those prognostications, match them against real results and . . . see how wrong 
he has been. 

So, when Bowlen peers ahead after Denver's 6-3 start, he doesn't claim to be any kind of expert. 

Yet he also has a strong feeling about the Broncos' final, seven-game push following this weekend's bye. 

"As I look at the schedule, we've got some teams to play that, obviously, if you look at them today we 
should beat, but I hate to use the old cliche, 'Any Given Sunday,' " he said. "You can have bad luck, injuries, 
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But Denver also has had problems in the season's final two months in recent seasons, going 4-5 in 2001, 3-
5 in 2002 and 5-3 in 2003. And the Broncos at times have been a team that plays down to the level of their 
competition. 

So any late-season edge based on the schedule is debatable. 

"It looks pretty good for us, but we've got to play well," Broncos kicker Jason Elam said. "I think we showed 
that against Atlanta and Cincinnati. You have to stay focused or anybody can beat you. Right now, we're 
first in our division. We've already beaten San Diego once, and that game sets up down the road to be a 
pretty big game. But there's a lot of teams that would trade places with us in a heartbeat." 

In many ways, the first part of the Broncos' schedule has been an overwhelming success. 

The Broncos are one of seven teams with at least six wins. They already have beaten all three of their AFC 
West rivals and own the tiebreaker edge atop the division with their 23-13 win against San Diego on Sept. 
26. 

Denver is the only team in the NFL with a top-five statistical ranking on defense (fourth) and offense (fifth). 

And the team seemingly has found some answers to important questions. 

Reuben Droughns moved four spots up the depth chart to become Denver's workhorse running back. 

Receiver Ashley Lelie has been a consistent playmaker, scoring five touchdowns and drawing several key 
pass-interference calls. 

And quarterback Jake Plummer has set a career best with 19 touchdown passes. 

Meanwhile, the Broncos' revamped defense has allowed only 76 points on 21 drives inside the Broncos' 20-
yard line, including only eight touchdowns. Midseason additions Anton Palepoi and Ellis Johnson have 
bolstered a defensive line missing Trevor Pryce (back). 

Nevertheless, there's also somewhat of a hollow feeling for a Broncos team that started 5-1, then lost 
consecutive games to the Bengals and Falcons. 

That stretch eased the stranglehold they appeared to have on the division when San Diego also got on a roll.

"We feel like we gave a few games away, but that's the nature of the business," Broncos linebacker Al 
Wilson said. "We have to bounce back and continue to move forward. The morale is good and the 
momentum is good." 

The Texans game notwithstanding, there are some concerns as Denver moves forward. 

Denver has had sporadic issues generating a pass rush, has been burned by big plays in the passing game 
at times and still can't generate turnovers with its seven takeaways better than only Dallas (five) and San 
Francisco (six). 

The special teams, except for Elam, have been inconsistent. The Broncos rank 25th on both coverage units, 
and Micah Knorr, while solid on kickoffs, is 29th in net punting average. 

And while Plummer's 89.3 quarterback rating is respectable, his 10 interceptions are among the league 
leaders, matched or exceeded only by Carolina's Jake Delhomme and Oakland's Kerry Collins. 

Those areas will need to be tightened in the coming weeks if Denver is to remain a contender. 

"We've stacked up enough wins the first half of the season to put ourselves in a great position," Johnson 
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said. "But you've got to win in November and December to get into the playoffs, period." 

As it stands right now, the Broncos will have to fend off San Diego along the way. 

No one in the NFL is on a hotter streak than the Chargers, who have scored 194 points during their current 
5-1 streak and have an early Most Valuable Player candidate in quarterback Drew Brees. 

Those circumstances make the Dec. 5 rematch at Qualcomm Stadium a potential late-season marquee 
game. 

Some Denver players reacted to that notion as if that was an early- season expectation instead of Kansas 
City or Oakland playing the foil down the stretch in the AFC West. Not Kenoy Kennedy. 

"That surprises . . . me," the Broncos' safety said candidly. "When you think about the division, you never 
think San Diego would be up there. But they're playing some good ball right now. 

"It's Brees' contract year, so I guess he's trying to get paid." 

For Denver, the payoff would be its first AFC West title since 1998 and a chance to redeem itself after a 
postseason blowout at Indianapolis last season. 

Whether the Broncos get that chance is as much guesswork as the predictions deep in Bowlen's desk. 

"I think this team has more character and talent than we've had since the late '90s," the owner noted. "I'm 
not predicting Super Bowl victories halfway through the season here, but the team has that kind of 
character and talent." 

rasizerl@RockyMountainNews.com  
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Bowlen in super mood at bye 
By Bill Williamson  
Denver Post Staff Writer  

Tuesday, November 09, 2004 -  

As his team hit the bye week on a high note, Broncos owner Pat Bowlen said Monday he believes this 
6-3 group can be the franchise's best since the Broncos won the Super Bowl in the 1997 and 1998 
seasons.  

At the center of the owner's satisfaction is the play and progress of second-year Broncos quarterback 
Jake Plummer. With Plummer due for a $6 million roster option in March, Bowlen said he believes the 
quarterback is the future for the team. 

"I'm totally happy with Jake," Bowlen said. "He is such a competitor and tries to win so much. He 
tries so hard. As he says, he does make some bonehead mistakes, but he does them at 110 mph. He 
is a good quarterback who has a chance to be a very good quarterback." 

Bowlen, who often stays clear of exact contract language in player deals, said he was not up to date 
on Plummer's roster option. When asked if he thought, at this point, Plummer would be the Broncos' 
quarterback of the future, Bowlen said "yes." 

He said Plummer is part of a strong character team that reminds him of Denver's Super Bowl-
winning teams. 

"We have players here who are very strong-willed, good-character people," Bowlen said. "It reminds 
me of the Super Bowl team that had guys like John Elway and Steve Atwater on it. It takes a strong 
character to win and I think we have that." 

Bowlen, who said he's "extremely happy" with the job done by head coach Mike Shanahan, added he 
was pleased with the team's character on Sunday when it defeated Houston 31-13 at Invesco Field at 
Mile High and snapped a two-game losing streak. 

"We really showed something (Sunday)," Bowlen said. "We didn't play very well for two weeks, but 
we put it together and I am happy at 6-3. I could be happier, of course, but I think we have a chance 
to finish strong and make a deep run in the playoffs." 

Meanwhile, Bowlen - the chairman of the NFL's broadcasting committee - said Monday's 
announcement that the NFL will broadcast Sunday afternoon on CBS and Fox through 2011 is a good 
start to negotiating an overall contract that runs through next year. 

The NFL is working on the prime-time contracts with ABC and 
ESPN. 

"It's an extremely good start to the progress," Bowlen said. "We 
have a good relationship with the networks and this shows it." 

The current eight-year contract, which expires after the 2005 
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season, is worth $17.6 billion. The six-year extension is worth $8 
billion, which is a 25 percent increase in rights fees. 

Fox will pay $4.3 billion, or $712.5 million per year for the NFC 
games, a source told The Associated Press, while CBS will pay $3.7 
billion, or $622.5 million a year. 

"We got some protections," Fox Sports chairman David Hill told the 
AP. "The last several weeks of the season, the NFL has the right to 
pull a game for 'Monday Night Football' and we're still in 
conversation on (details)." 

DirecTV also extended its deal with the league through 2010 for 
the "Sunday Ticket" package. 

The Associated Press contributed to this report.  
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A conversation with Pat Bowlen  

Denver Broncos owner Pat Bowlen joined host Rich Eisen NFL Total Access in studio to talk about the signing of S John 
Lynch and the Clinton Portis-for-Champ Bailey trade. NFL Total Access airs Monday through Friday at 8 p.m. ET/PT. 

(aired March 22, 2004) 

Rich Eisen: We are joined in the studio by an NFL owner for the very first time and it's fitting that it should be Pat Bowlen, the 
head of the Broadcasting Committee for the National Football League, the owner of the Denver Broncos. Thanks for joining us 
here.  

Pat Bowlen: It's great to be here, Rich.  

Eisen: I'm really thrilled. What do you think about this place?  

Bowlen: Unbelievable. I had heard about it and so the ability to come out here 
and have a look at it has been really exciting.  

Eisen: Kick the tires a little bit, is that what's going on? Everything's still standing 
up? Terrific.  

Bowlen: We've got the league meetings coming up next week so the NFL Network will be a big part of our discussions out 
there. So it's going to be great for me to have said that I've been out here and looked at it.  

Eisen: Well, that's great. We're going to get to some issues about the NFL owners meeting later in our conversation if that's 
okay. Let's get to your team to start off. As we mentioned at the top of the program, you got a new safety, John Lynch.  

Bowlen: Well, I just found that out and I couldn't be more excited that John is, in fact, going to be a Bronco and I understand 
that they have reached an agreement with him and it will be announced officially (Tuesday). I don't want to get too far ahead of 
myself here but I've known John for a while and he's just a first-class guy and a great addition to our team.  

Eisen: Now, you had him in and you wined and dined him? Is that the particular free-agency term in this day and age?  

Bowlen: I didn't get to do the wining and dining, but we had him in and I met him before along the way and I just think he's a 
remarkable guy. He's sort of at the end of his career but probably has two or three years left and I'm real excited about having 
him in Denver.  

Eisen: Everyday we're here trying to run around and trying to figure out what's going on in free agency. It seems there's 
something happening everyday and I don't know if it's just because we're for the first time a working operation trying to figure 
out free agency and paying attention to it for the first time in the history of the NFL with its own network. What from your 
perspective ... it seems to us it's the most unique offseason ever, would you say that? Or busiest?  

Bowlen: In many ways, I think free agency has been around long enough now that we've all made our big mistakes and 
signed the wrong people and, in some cases, signed the right people and it's a real business approach. It's fitting those 
players under the cap and getting the right guys and you just can't go out there with the shotgun approach anymore. There is a 
lot more activity than there was in the past from the standpoint that a lot of people are looking at players, but looking at them a 
lot closer.  

Eisen: What about Clinton Portis? At what point did you feel that this had to be a separation?  

Bowlen: I have an influence on those decisions, but Mike (Shanahan) makes most of those decisions. I really like Clinton as a 
person and as a player. He's really a good kid; but, he wanted to be paid at the highest level for running backs and we couldn't 
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do that with his contract with us. The opportunity to trade him to Washington and get a great player in return plus a second-
round draft pick was, obviously, good for us and was good for Clinton.  

Eisen: So now, as you guys move forward, you have your shutdown corner. A lot of folks are saying that you hadn't had a 
shutdown corner like Champ Bailey in many years. Do you feel you're set at this point with Lynch and Champ Bailey in your 
secondary?  

Bowlen: Obviously, both those are great players and we haven't had a shutdown corner since Louis Wright and that was 10 
years ago. So to have a guy like that in your backfield, as far as your defensive backfield, is fantastic. John Lynch, of course ... 
we all know what John can do; he's sort of the same kind of guy. That really helps us.  

Eisen: Are you going to make an upgrade at running back or do you think you're going to leave it as is?  

Bowlen: Well, we got some great running backs playing for our team right now. Clinton was, obviously, the star last year. 
There are some good running backs coming out in the draft and we've always done well in the draft when it comes to running 
backs and so we're sort of looking at both sides. We've got some guys that we know can play and we've got some guys in 
college that we think, if we can get them, can really help us.  

Eisen: I'm not asking this question from the standpoint of his ability because it's obvious. Just from the fact that you watched 
the guy grow up, can you believe that John Elway is going to the Hall of Fame?  

Bowlen: I can believe it for sure, and the thing about it that's sort of unique is that he's the first Bronco to go to the Hal of 
Fame. There's never been a Denver Bronco inducted into the Hall of Fame and, in a way, it's sort of satisfying to see John be 
the first.  

Eisen: But watching the whole nomination selection process at the Super Bowl, watching him go through this whole situation 
and him talk about his dad, it just seems ...  

Bowlen: What he said at the podium that day was very much John. In a way, he talked about his dad and his career. It was 
inspiring to me to see him talk like that because he really let it all out; that's exactly how he felt.  

Eisen: Are you going to Canton for his induction?  

Bowlen: Absolutely. He's the first guy, but I'm going to be there for everyone that's inducted from the Broncos as long as I'm 
alive. I wouldn't miss John's for anything in the world.  

Eisen: Let's talk about some of the issues that you might encounter next week at Palm Beach for the owners' meetings at the 
Breakers Hotel. What is the state of affairs with NFL Trust, which, for those at home who might not know, is basically the pact 
between all owners that lays out all the rules for revenue sharing -- the underpinnings, basically, the economic model of this 
league. It's up for a vote. Where do you think this stands?  

Bowlen: I think we're in good shape. I think there was some significant discussion about different ideas, especially coming 
from the Cowboys and the Redskins, but we've been through all of that and I believe we'll get a significant amount of support 
from everybody on our new Trust. We're going to make a few changes, but not a lot. I think it's very important to the ongoing 
business of the NFL that we have a Trust, share those revenues -- at least a large part of those revenues -- and it doesn't 
matter whether they're the Denver Broncos or Indianapolis Colts, everybody's sharing in that revenue and I think that that's the 
underpinning of our league and very important.  

Eisen: What about the concerns of the small-market teams who say that even a slight change to the trust is a slippery slope? 
That's the words that I'm hearing, or reading about ... that it's a "slippery slope" somewhere and that there'll be no revenue 
sharing in the long run.  

Bowlen: I think you can always overreact to slight changes and I think there are going to be slight changes. I don't think 
they're going to matter to small-market teams. We're basically a small-market team and I feel fairly comfortable that we'll do all 



right. Yet, I think that maybe the Cowboys, Redskins or the Giants, they can do some things differently and maybe it will be 
better for them. I think overall, it'll be better for everybody.  

Eisen: Now, one last question. In your capacity as the Chairman of the Broadcasting Committee, we're reading about a lot of 
changes for the upcoming television contract in terms of the way we watch our games, in terms of what times they're coming 
on, potentially different nights. Are all these things being discussed or is there a lot of smoke and there's no fire?  

Bowlen: There's a fantasy of different things being discussed -- potential Thursday night games. The obvious one is can we 
adjust our schedule toward the end of the season on Monday nights. By way of example, can we put more of the important 
games on nationally in December. There are a lot of things being discussed ... a lot of them, I can't really discuss with you 
today. The whole idea of how we do our business on television is changing and for one thing we want to get the NFL Network 
more involved on cable, for instance, so that a lot of people have more access to it. Really, I said this to you earlier, we think 
you're doing a heck of a job. There's always the opportunity some day to put games on the NFL Network and that's being 
discussed ... not as something that would happen immediately but, certainly, it's in the back of my mind and the minds of other 
people. It's on the league office and the Committee what we really do with that.  

Eisen: Well, we're ready.  

Bowlen: Now, don't discount the fact that it could very well happen. Not right away, but some time in the not-so-distant future. 

Eisen: We're very patient people here at NFL Total Access, for sure, and plus here at the network, we enjoy the wide range of 
programming like, for instance, something you saw the other night when you turned on NFL Network. What did you see?  

Bowlen: I watch NFL Network a lot and I switched it on at 10 o'clock on, I think, Monday night or Tuesday last week, and up 
comes the '86 AFC Championship Game. We were playing, of course, Cleveland in Cleveland. It was a very famous game ... it 
just brought back a lot of memories that were very sacred to me -- John being a third-year player, looked like a little kid.  

Eisen: Is that why we saw ratings dip from Cleveland that night?  

Bowlen: Perhaps, I mean, they didn't like us very much in Cleveland after that game. It was a great game in any event.  

Eisen: Pat Bowlen, we appreciate you coming on. You're welcome here anytime you want. Thanks for the mugs and for 
keeping the lights on. We appreciate that and we'll see you down in Palm Beach.  

Bowlen: You bet.  
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