
Late-game hero Shelby Harris nearly cut from Broncos in 
spring 2017 
By Kyle Fredrickson & Ryan O’Halloran 
Denver Post 
Nov. 27, 2018 
 
Broncos nose tackle Shelby Harris was all smiles after clinching victory Sunday against the Steelers with a 
fourth-quarter interception in the end zone. 
 
Go back about two years, though, and it didn’t appear Harris had a future in Denver. 
 
“My first spring here, when I watched Shelby workout, I told (defensive line coach Bill) Kollar, ‘He’s got 
about a week before we cut him,'” coach Vance Joseph said. “He was that bad.” 
 
Harris, a former Illinois State star, was drafted by Oakland in the seventh round of the 2014 NFL draft. 
He bounced between the Raiders’ active roster and practice squad several times before landing with the 
Jets, Cowboys, and last season, with the Broncos. Harris eventually turned that first impression in 
Denver and started six games in 2017 with career-highs in tackles (34.5) and sacks (5.5). 
 
Harris, now through 11 appearances this season, has totaled 25 tackles, six quarterback hits and a half-
sack. 
 
“I guess the light came on and the guy has been playing really good football for a year-and-a-half,” 
Joseph said. “He’s considered a starter for us, rushing the passer, he stout, he plays nose (tackle), three 
technique and five technique. He’s a really good football player. I don’t know what happened that 
spring, what Bill did to him, but he was almost out of here.” 
 
Punting improvement. The Broncos’ free-agent signing of Raiders punter Marquette King backfired by 
Week 6, but in his absence, Denver has discovered a new special teams weapon. 
 
Colby Wadman, an undrafted rookie from UC-Davis, was signed to the practice in late November and 
debuted at the Jets. A shaky early start has since given way to impressive production. 
 
Wadman has pinned opponents inside their own 20-yard line three times over Denver’s consecutive 
victories and his first-down completion on a fake at the Chargers proved essential. Versus Pittsburgh, 
the hang times on his punts were 4.82, 4.52, 4.34, 4.69 and 4.12 seconds. And, Wadman’s 46-yard net 
average marked a season best. 
 
“Colby has been a nice surprise for us,” Joseph said. “He had a slow start — he’s a rookie for the first 
time punting in this league – but the last few weeks he’s been definitely a weapon for us. He flipped the 
field three of four times (against the Steelers) and saved us big time.” 
 
Turnover ratio. When they exited their bye in Week 10, the Broncos were tied for 17th in turnover ratio 
(even). But going plus-two against the Chargers and plus-four against the Steelers have propelled the 
Broncos to a tie for seventh. 
 



The Broncos have 12 giveaways and 18 takeaways and are 3-1 when they win the turnover ratio. 
 
Last year, the Broncos’ ratio of minus-17 (34 giveaways/17 takeaways) was second-worst in the NFL. 
 
Footnotes. The Broncos converted only three of 11 third-down chances against Pittsburgh. The issue 
was needing too many yards to extend a drive. They needed at least four yards on each third-down 
chance, including four of at least 10 yards. … The Broncos defense allowed 75 yards rushing, allowing 
them to move from 27th to 24th. They were last after the Week 6 loss to the Los Angeles Rams. 
  



Shelby "Big Papa" Harris celebrates new baby and a 
Broncos season with new life 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
November 26, 2018 
 
For the record, Shelby “Big Papa” Harris was right. His math checks out. 
 
As he paraded through the Broncos locker room after a sensational 24-17 win over the Steelers, the 290-
pound defensive tackle raised the game ball like it was Simba and shouted for all to hear: “It’s bigger than 
my baby!” The length of a football is 22 inches. Two days earlier, his daughter was born three weeks 
premature. Evelyn Rochelle measured 18 inches. 
 
“Not a bad week, huh?” Harris said with tears welling up in his eyes. 
 
He was right to get emotional, too. On several occasions during Sunday’s game, in which the Broncos 
forced their way back into the playoffs conversation, “Big Papa” thought he might cry. The ultimate test 
of his self-control came with 1:07 left on the game clock and the Steelers with the ball, just two yards (or 
four Evelyn Rochelles) from the goal line. A touchdown would’ve tied the game and probably forced 
overtime between the Broncos and Steelers — in the same end zone where Tim Tebow and Demaryius 
Thomas once beat ‘em in OT. 
 
Instead, the Broncos rose up. Harris rose up. For reasons even he couldn’t explain, the big fella dropped 
into pass coverage (kinda, sorta) and Steelers ‘slinger Ben Roethlisberger flung the 22-inch football directly 
into Harris’ oversized mitts. The first interception of his career clinched the win, and the 73,654 not waving 
Terrible Towels inside Broncos Stadium at Mile High lost their mind. 
 
“I actually didn’t do what I was supposed to do,” Harris said of the game-saving interception. 
 
“He’s got a horseshoe up his butt,” linemate Derek Wolfe explained. 
 
“I was like, ‘Should I try to return it?’” Harris said. 
 
For almost everyone except for Harris, this was a muted celebration in the Broncos locker room. The 
loudest cheer came when Vance Joseph said they would not hold practice on “Victory Monday,” the first 
of the Joseph era. They were not surprised after beating the Chargers, who were on a six-game win streak, 
or after beating the Steelers, who were also on a six-game win streak. They expected this. 
 
The Broncos are “on to Cincinnati,” Von Miller said five times during his press conference, channeling his 
inner Belichick, complete with a hoody draped over his head. 
 
You could scribble down a list of 20 guys who deserved a game ball on Sunday and still miss the mark. 
Chris Harris Jr., who also picked off “Big Ben” and characterized his own leadership in a beautiful way: 
“You’ve got to serve the other players as a leader.” Phillip Lindsay, who’s too young to realize that being 
the first running back this year to rush for 100 yards against the Steelers is a big deal. Case Keenum, who 



didn’t throw a pick for the third straight game. Emmanuel Sanders, who torched his former team for 86 
yards and a touchdown. 
 
But this one’s for “Big Papa” Harris. He’s the only Bronco who raced from Mile High to a Castle Rock 
hospital to see his wife (“She’s a trooper,”) and Evelyn, who, as daddy proudly pointed out, is smaller than 
a football. “I can tell you exactly what I’m going to do (to celebrate),” Harris said. “After this, I’ll drink 
some water, maybe a Gatorade, drive to the hospital and sit there the rest of the night. There is no 
celebration. I’m just happy that I have a healthy baby, a healthy wife and a healthy family.” 
 
Holding off tears when he didn’t need to, Harris added: “It made me almost cry. I looked in the stands and 
my wife was not there. I know she’s in the hospital and I can’t wait to go see them.” 
 
Meanwhile, the Broncos are behaving like defiant children who don’t want to go to bed yet, and I mean 
that in the very best way possible. Two weeks ago they were 3-6 and living on a prayer. Now they’re smack 
dab in the middle of the playoff hunt — one game back of a Wild Card spot with these quarterbacks to 
close the regular season: Andy Dalton (or his backup, Jeff Driskel), Nick Mullens, rookie Baker Mayfield, 
Derek Carr and Philip Rivers. The Broncos should be favored in five of their final six games. Simply by 
winning the games they should win, they will be right there at the end. 
 
Their math checks out. 
 
“How many turnovers was that?” said Broncos safety Will Parks, whose hustle forced the first one, 
knocking the ball loose from Pittsburgh tight end Xavier Grimble, also at the goal line. 
 
Four Steelers turnovers, sir. 
 
“We got tired of seeing everyone else having fun,” Chris Harris Jr. said. 
 
Is it worth noting that three years ago Shelby Harris and his wife welcomed a baby boy into the world, and 
a few days later he scored his first career sack? 
 
“I’m literally just living my best life,” he said. 
 
There is new life in this Broncos season. 
  



Broncos’ Shelby Harris celebrates newborn daughter, 
game-sealing interception versus Steelers 
By Kyle Fredrickson 
The Denver Post 
November 26, 2018 
 
Shelby Harris somehow found balance Sunday between becoming a dominating force and an emotional 
wreck. 
 
“There were multiple moments during the game,” he said, “where I could have just burst out in tears.” 
 
The Broncos’ reserve nose tackle was happy to share that sentiment. Just not from the source you might 
expect. Harris sealed an upset victory at Mile High when he intercepted Steelers’ quarterback Ben 
Roethlisberger‘s pass in the end zone with a minute left. When Harris spoke from the podium after a 24-
17 victory, he laid out his atypical postgame plans. 
 
“I’m going to go in the locker room after this, drink a water or a Gatorade, get in the car, drive to the 
hospital and sit there the rest of the night,” Harris said. “There’s no celebration, man. I’m just happy I’ve 
got a healthy baby, a healthy wife and healthy family.” 
 
About 48 hours before Denver took the field Sunday, Harris announced on Twitter that his wife had given 
birth to a daughter, Evelyn, the family’s third child. Harris missed practice on Friday for his daughter’s 
arrival and his wife missed Sunday’s game while still recovering at the hospital. 
 
“It kind of made me almost cry to look in the stands and my wife wasn’t there,” Harris said. “But I know 
she’s in the hospital with our daughter. I just can’t wait to go see them.” 
 
And, Harris has quite the story to tell Evelyn one day about Sunday’s game. 
 
The Steelers marched 54 yards on nine plays to reach Denver’s 2-yard line, trailing by a touchdown, when 
Roethlisberger handled a third-down shotgun snap. He faked the handoff to running back James Conner, 
bobbled the ball and threw immediately toward wide receiver Antonio Brown crossing in the back of the 
end zone. 
 
He didn’t see Harris, who admitted to freezing for a moment to track Roethlisberger.  “I actually didn’t do 
what I was supposed to do,” he said, but the gaffe put him in perfect position. 
 
“I saw him try and float it up there and just caught it,” said Harris, who had stepped back. 
 
A quick thought: Should I try to return it? 
 
“Nah, I’m a little too tired for that,” Harris said. “I just dropped to the ground and just laid there. … I knew 
how much time was on the clock, but in the moment, you don’t really think about it. It’s just like, ‘Wow, 
that’s the game.’ ” 
 



Teammates respected the range of emotions Harris faced this past weekend.  Defensive end Adam Gotsis 
said: “There was probably so much going through his mind.” But Harris’ heroics didn’t come without some 
ribbing from fellow Broncos, too. 
 
“He just stepped back and the ball dropped right into his arms,” defensive end Derek Wolfe said. 
 
Harris, who also recorded a half-sack and three quarterback hurries, later joked with reporters that his 
hands are the best on the roster, something he’s often reminded teammates. 
 
“Man, too much,” safety Darian Stewart laughed. “But he might have some bragging rights. Especially 
with some of the DBs who don’t have any interceptions. He can hang that over their head a little bit.” 
 
But friendly trash talk can wait until the Broncos reconvene Monday in preparation for next week’s road 
test at Cincinnati. Harris headed to the hospital Sunday night with a full heart and a gift. The football he 
intercepted to give Denver it’s two-game win streak officially has a new owner. 
 
Evelyn. 
 
“I’ll put it right next to the crib,” Harris said. “Just so she knows it’s for her.” 
  



Shelby Harris brings competitive positivity to Denver 
Broncos’ defensive line 
By Gina Mizell 
The Denver Post 
August 9, 2018 
 
Shelby Harris attributes his competitiveness to growing up as a middle child. When he started winning 
pickup basketball games against his brothers and cousin at their grandmother’s home around the age of 
7, he got his first taste of “playing with the big boys.” 
 
But Harris’ internal fire also comes with a wide smile and a contagiously vivacious personality. The 
Broncos’ defensive lineman embraces his battles in the trenches with joy, a mentality Denver hopes will 
help Harris build off his surprisingly productive 2017 season. 
 
“I love it,” Harris said. “Football’s about competing. If you don’t have any competitiveness or you don’t 
have any competition, people get complacent. It’s perfect. Everyone’s working …That’s the type of 
pressure you want. 
 
“You want to be held accountable where you go out there every day and feel like you have to work your 
tail off every day. Because we have so many talented guys on our D Line, you can’t let up one day, or 
someone could pass you up.” 
 
Before arriving in Denver prior to last season, Harris’ early career was filled with stops and starts. The 
2014 seventh-round draft pick by Oakland played in eight games over his first two seasons, but primarily 
worked with the team’s practice squad. In 2016, he spent training camp with the Jets and three weeks on 
Dallas’ practice squad. 
 
But when various injuries hit Denver’s defensive line last season, Harris immediately proved his value. He 
blocked a potential game-tying field goal with five seconds left to preserve a Week 1 victory over the 
Chargers. He played in all 16 games and started six times. He ranked second on the team behind superstar 
Von Miller with 5.5 sacks, and added 34 tackles and three passes defended. 
 
“Shelby was able to step right in and do his thing,” defensive lineman Domata Peko said. “I love lining up 
right next to him … he has a very bright future ahead of him.” 
 
During training camp, the 6-foot-2, 290-pound Harris has been lining up at nose tackle — where he’s 
officially listed as Peko’s backup on Denver’s first depth chart — and defensive end. He’s taken first-team 
reps in recent practices in place of an injured Adam Gotsis and a resting Derek Wolfe. Though defensive 
players are not allowed to hit the quarterback during these preseason practices, Harris’ knack for knocking 
down passes has grabbed attention. 
 
Coach Vance Joseph called Harris “consistent” throughout camp, which Harris attributes to position coach 
Bill Kolar’s focus on versatility and a drill called “hands up!” 
 



“I’m not gonna toot my own horn or anything like that,” Harris said when asked to evaluate his camp 
performance.  “I feel like, the D Line in general, everyone’s over here fighting … We keep each other 
motivated. We keep each other working. 
 
“I feel like my camp has been going just as well as the rest of the D line.” 
 
As Denver moves closer to Saturday’s preseason opener against Minnesota, Harris said his goal is to play 
mistake-free football with 100-percent effort. 
 
And to maintain his competitive smile. 
 
“I’m always positive, always laughing, always going forward,” Harris said. “Sometimes you need that, 
because sometimes you get stuck on the last play. I’m never, ever worried about the last play.”  



Broncos tender exclusive rights free agent DL Shelby 
Harris 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Denver Post 
March 9, 2018 
 
The Broncos on Friday tendered exclusive rights free agent defensive lineman Shelby Harris. The one-
year tender will earn Harris a $705,000 salary next season. 
 
Exclusive rights free agents have less than two accrued seasons, years when the player is on an NFL 
roster or injured reserve for at least six weeks, and is the property of the incumbent team. Unlike 
restricted free agents, they cannot negotiate with other teams once tendered. 
 
The Broncos have six other players who are exclusive rights free agents this year and who are expected 
to be tendered next week: receiver Jordan Taylor, tackle Elijah Wilkinson, long snapper Casey Kreiter, 
and linebackers Zaire Anderson, Jerrol Garcia-Williams and Joe Jones. 
 
Harris joined the Broncos in January 2017 on a reserve/future contract and provided immediate impact 
on the defensive line and on special teams. In Week 1 against the Chargers, Harris blocked a game-tying 
field goal to seal a Denver victory. He finished the season 34 total tackles (22 solo), 5.5 sacks, nine 
quarterback hits and three pass-breakups. 
 




