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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/11/12) 

  

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On Saturday’s rematch with New England 
“They’re a heck of a football team. They’ve got one of the best quarterbacks to ever play the game. They’ve got two tight ends 
that are outstanding and troublesome. They’re still able to run the ball effectively, and obviously, with [WR Wes] Welker in the 
slot, he’s a guy that they do a lot of things [with]—run after the catch. It would be a lot of the same things that we had to deal 
with the last time we played them. Hopefully, we’ll execute a little bit better and we’ll have a chance.” 
 
On New England’s tight ends 
“I know that the tight end position has become a predominant position in the National Football League. Teams are using those 
guys in a lot of different ways. The thing about [TE Aaron Hernandez] is he’s really like a wide receiver.  [TE Rob] Gronkowski’s a 
big, physical matchup issue, and he creates a lot of issues. I think that’s kind of the in vogue thing right now, tight ends in the 
passing game, and they do a great job of it.” 
 
On what Denver needs to improve to have better success against New England 
“I think those are the two primary things (missed tackles and missed assignments). When you go back and you look at the tape, 
we made a lot of mistakes defensively. What you have to do—which is no different than in any other week— you have to make 
teams beat you in the National Football League, and we didn’t do that against New England. They’re a very talented team. We 
made mistakes. They exposed those mistakes. Obviously, our tackling in space needs to be better. I think it was the third play of 
the game, they catch a 10 or 12-yard pass and it’s a 48-yard gain because of missed tackles. Those are things you have to 
eliminate against that team. Obviously, we’ve got to get more pressure on [QB] Tom Brady somehow, someway, and affect him 
more. I think we hit him a couple of times in the pocket, sacked him twice, but we didn’t really affect him enough in the pocket, 
and we’ve got to find ways to do that.” 
 
On interviewing for the Rams Head Coaching job 
“I’m extremely flattered about it. It’s obviously exciting, but really, at the end of the day, in my mind it’s more of a tribute to 
those players that are in that locker room. It’s a tribute to the assistant coaches that I work with every day. When you have 
success as a team, individual achievements come. Obviously, I’m thrilled about it, but really, at the end of the day my focus is to 
try to win a game against the New England Patriots, and that’s the only thing that I’m concerned with right now. 
 
“At the end of the day, we’re focused on New England, and we’re trying to win this game, and whatever happens after that, 
that’s in somebody else’s hands.” 
 
On defending TE’s Aaron Hernandez and Rob Gronkowski 
“I think we’ve got to have a better plan of who our matchups are, where those matchups are and how we’re going to defend 
them, and I think we’ve got a pretty good plan for how we’re going to defend those guys.” 
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On matching up against New England’s offense 
“A lot of it is going to be dictated by the personnel that they put in the game. If they put three wide receivers in the game, and 
Hernandez is the tight end, they’ve really got more or less four wide receivers on the field, so we’re going to have to find a way 
to matchup and how we’re going to deal with that. We’ve got a good plan for how we’re going to handle it, and we’ll see how it 
plays out on Saturday night.” 
 
On personnel matchups 
“I think it puts a lot of pressure on all of us. I think they do a great job of using their personnel based off of formations, based off 
of personnel groupings that they put onto the field. They really make you work as far as how are you going to matchup with the 
different players. You can’t take that for granted because you don’t want to get in situation where you get mismatches because 
when you do they take advantage of it. We had a few of those in the game the last time, but a few of those happened because 
we made mistakes. That’s part of the issue when you try to get the perfect matchup, sometimes the guys get out of position. 
They are not sure where exactly their supposed to be or who they are supposed to be covering. We have to clean a lot of that 
stuff up, and if we do, I think we’ll have a chance in this game.” 
 
On S Rafael Bush 
“We used him last week, obviously, for the first time really on defense, and I think what he gives you is he is a safety—he 
understands how to play the safety position—but he has a little more athleticism, probably a little more corner-type of skill from 
a coverage aspect. That’s the way we used him last week. That’s kind of some of the stuff that he brings to the table.” 
 
On DE Robert Ayers 
“Robert had one of his better games in this game. He was obviously very motivated to play the Steelers for several reasons. Not 
only because it was a playoff game, but it was his college roommate that he was going to be going up against, so I think he was 
extremely motivated. Robert, as the year has gone on, he’s grown up. He’s grown up as a man. He’s grown up as a player, and 
he’s really gotten better as we’ve gone on. I expect to see progress in Robert Ayers.” 
 
On ‘throwing the kitchen sink’ at the offense in last week’s game 
“Garbage disposal, whatever else we can come up with. We are going to do whatever else it takes to try to slow these guys 
down. There are not a lot of guys that have been able to slow them down a whole lot. They’ve gotten out to some rough starts in 
the last few games, but you look at Miami and they’re down 17-0 and the next thing you know they’ve scored 27 points. You look 
at Buffalo and I think it might have been 49 points. It was 21-0 and they ended up scoring the next 49 points of the game, so this 
is an extremely explosive offense. They execute very well. The quarterback is really good. They’ve got weapons that they aren’t 
afraid to use to distribute the ball around. We’ve got our hands full, and we’re going to go out there and compete and see if 
we’re good enough to win a game.” 

 


