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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/4/12) 

  

DEFENSIVE END ROBERT AYERS 
 
On staying focused 
“This is the NFL so if we just focus on that team and what we have to do to win, everything else outside of this team, we don’t 
worry about.” 
 
On if CB Champ Bailey and LB D.J. Williams have talked to the team about being in the playoffs 
“I know personally, this is the biggest game of my life. That’s how I’m approaching it. I want to lay it on the line. It’s all or 
nothing. You win or you go home. I don’t want to go home, so I’m definitely going to give it my best effort.” 
 
On getting after QB Ben Roethlisberger 
“There are five guys protecting him so as a defensive lineman, we have to defeat those guys first. They have guys that are 
aggressive, have a strong mindset and take pride in protecting him. So that’s our job. In order for us to worry about Ben, we have 
to get past those guys. That’s all I’m worried about, studying those guys and worrying about them.” 
 
On bringing down Roethlisberger 
“I’ve been watching him the last couple of games. He’s still shrugging guys off. He looks wounded, but he’s still making plays and 
they’re still winning. He’s a tough guy to get down. We’re not going to worry about his injury. We’re just going to worry about 
us.” 
 
On getting turnovers and sacks 
“Games are won on the practice field. The preparation you put in throughout the week, that’s when you win games. You don’t 
win them [entirely] on Sunday. I’m a firm believer of that. We need to put in a good week at practice, get better and execute in 
practice, and then when the game comes, it will all work itself [out].” 
 
On if not forcing turnovers in the past three games is a concern 
“It’s definitely something we want to pick up. A big part of being a productive defense is being able to get the ball back to the 
offense. The last couple of weeks, we haven’t been able to do that. We plan on doing that this weekend. We think we can and 
we think we will.” 
 
On what it’s like trying to tackle a player the size of Roethlisberger 
“It’s tough. You just look at how many 330-pound defensive linemen he’s shrugged off. It’s going to take a lot of us to get to him. 
If you can get there first, just hold on and try to get him down as best you can. He’s a tough competitor. It’s going to be a 
challenge as it is every week. I think we’re up for it, and I think we’re ready.” 
 
On if this is a great opportunity to get pressure and sacks this week 
“I don’t really look at them as an opportunity to get pressure or whatever. I feel like every week, we go into the game and if we 
execute, use our technique and do our assignment, we’ll always be successful. The weeks we don’t do that is when we’re not. 
Regardless of who the offensive line is, I have a lot of confidence in our defensive linemen. If we do our job, we’ll be successful.” 

mailto:patrick.smyth@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:rebecca.villanueva@broncos.nfl.net
mailto:erich.schubert@broncos.nfl.net


©2012 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

On how important it is to make Roethlisberger hurry throws given the speed they have at receiver 
“Whether you have slow receivers or fast receivers, it’s always important for us to get there. That’s what we’re going to 
emphasize, trying to get there whether it’s blitzes, three-man rush, four-man rush, we have to get there. To help out our 
coverage, the best pass defenses start with the pass rush, so that’s what we need to do.” 
 
 
 


