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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (1/2/12) 

  

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 
 

On injuries 
“No real update except we are going to put [G] Chris Kuper on IR. He did break his lower leg. He’s doing fine today. I’ve already 
spoke with him. [FB] Spencer Larsen has a sprained MCL in his knee.” 
 
On Kuper’s availability for training camp 
“We experienced a similar situation, [Offensive Line Coach] Dave Magazu and I, in Carolina with [T] Jordan Gross. It was almost 
identical, and he was bopping around a little bit in the spring and was full speed by training camp.” 
 
On the offense 
“We’re a work in progress just like we are as a football team. Our goal at the beginning of the season was to win our division, get 
an opportunity to get into the playoffs, and we’ve reached that goal. We are going to have to be at our best as we get into the 
12-team tournament.” 
 
On if he would switch quarterbacks in the middle of a game 
“I don’t do well with hypotheticals. I anticipate that we will play very well this Sunday.” 
 
On keeping the team thinking positively 
“It’s what you make it. I know not too many years ago, there was a team in New Orleans that lost their last three, and I think 
they won the Super Bowl.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow having an ice pack after the last game 
“There are a lot of guys with ice. That’s what happens when you play a physical football game for three hours.” 
 
On the run game 
“It’s definitely helped us get to where we are. I thought we did a good job in that department yesterday. It wasn’t all negative 
result wise, but at the end of the day, we have improved every week. We’re doing it against loaded boxes, which is why we need 
to get the other phase on our offense rolling. We’ll work very hard at that moving forward. In a lot of it, running the football is a 
mindset, and our guys have bought into it. They finish and all the people in the blocking element. I have thought our backs have 
done a tremendous job of setting up some of the cuts that were available yesterday.” 
 
On Pittsburgh’s defense 
“It’s going to be tough sledding for sure. They are the No. 1 defense over the regular season in many critical areas, so there won’t 
be anything easy against the Pittsburgh Steelers’ defense. It’s a huge challenge, and that’s why we play the game.” 
 
On this being the first time a lot of the guys have made the playoffs 
“Again, it’s back to what you make it. We’re really excited about the opportunity and we’ll see what happens.” 
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On QB Tim Tebow’s confidence 
“I think you’d have to ask Tim that. He’s doing the best he can to help us win, and we had a little bit of a struggle yesterday 
throwing the ball. That happens sometimes. Credit to the Kansas City Chiefs. They have a pretty good defense. They made the 
Green Bay Packers’ offense have some struggles, so they’re definitely capable. We’re on to next week and trying to get better.” 
 
On the passing game 
“There are a lot of moving parts to the passing game. You’ve got protection. You’ve got route-timing. You’ve got to throw the 
ball in sometimes tight windows. So that’s something [where] we’ve had our moments this season, and we’ll just continue to try 
to improve. It’s not just the quarterback.” 
 
On turnovers 
“It’s just repetition, practice. We’re young in a lot of spots—in the O-Line, at right tackle, wide outs, quarterback—in each 
opportunity, hopefully you get better.” 
 
On Steelers fans 
“We’ve got unique fans here. I would encourage all of them to keep their seats so to speak and not sell them to Pittsburgh fans, 
so our stadium remains as active and loud as it’s been—more blue and orange as opposed to yellow and gold.” 
 
On the history of the Steelers’ defense 
“Pittsburgh kind of breeds that. It’s been that way for a long time. I think they have continuity especially in their coaches. Guys 
buy into it. It’s kind of a rough and tough area going all the way back to the 70’s with the steel curtain. They do a good job 
breeding that. They find tough players, and it takes tough-minded people to play good defense.” 
 
On the atmosphere in the locker room 
“I wasn’t expecting our locker room yesterday to be jubilant by any stretch of the imagination. I think our guys will realize this, 
and they’ll get a feel for it. I wouldn’t expect it to be any different today because they had to watch it over again. We’ll have time 
to get them in the right frame of mind.” 
 
On S Brian Dawkins addressing the team 
“It doesn’t shock me, but I think Brian is an outstanding leader. I really don’t know what he had to say, but I would imagine it was 
something about this opportunity, it doesn’t happen all the time and make sure to make the most of it.” 
 
On if there has been a lack of focus 
“No, not at all. If somebody would have told me in late July or back in August that we would have won the AFC West division 
championship and be in the playoffs, I’d have taken it, and I think everybody in there would have too.” 
 
On if he was angry after the game 
“I don’t like losing.” 
 
On calling more short passes 
“We do run short passes. They just didn’t go so well. We called long ones, and they didn’t go very well either.” 
 
On the quarterback’s role in the passing game 
“I’ve told you before. There are a lot of moving parts to the passing game.” 
 
On the passing game’s challenges 
“The buck stops here, so you guys can blame me.” 
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On S Brian DawkinsG Russ Hochstein 
“We’re just going to stay day-to-day. He’s a veteran guy, knows our system and knows what we’re doing. We’ll see how it goes 
moving forward“I thought .” 
 
On if Dawkins would be able to help from the sidelines if he doesn’t play 
“I did a very good job. I think he’s more helpful if he’s on the field, but he can be a help either way. He’s been we’ve had that 
guyphilosophy all season. I don’t anticipate that changing long. It’s unfortunate, and it was pretty gruesome, what happened to 
[G Chris Kuper],.” 
 
On Dawkins and the other safeties 
“Typically when a starter that gets the majority of the repsI thought Russ went in preparation in practice, guys can be a little 
rusty. This week the guys have gotten a lot of reps. Whether Brian can go or not, time will tell before Sunday, but I think the 
other guys have gotten sufficient reps to be able to execute theirand did an outstanding job.” 
 
On S Quinton CarterLB Von Miller 
“I’m not going to get into much how we are going to utilize our personnel for obvious reasons, but he’ll be just fine“.” 
 
On what he’s learned about this team 
“A lot of positives. I think four months ago if you would have told me , like other young players, that we try to pin it all on. They 
make mistakes, and we were goingtrying to do what we had to be in the last regular season game of the season with a chance to 
get into the playoffs, I to win, and Von played probably would have taken it and run. We’ve got some unfinished business, and 
it’s all out there for the taking. Nowtwo-thirds of the game. Von’s doing just fine; we just have other players that can play, too.” 
 
On LB Von Miller’s thumb injury 
“This game’s hard when you have two healthy hands. It’s obviously a bit of a handicap but not to the point where that’s the only 
factor.” 
 
On go takerelying on the running game 
“It’s just a mindset. We’re good at it, and hopefully we can continue to improve at it.” 
 
On .”entering the playoffs on three-game losing streak 
“It’s just a great opportunity. We’re one of 12 teams—there are 20 teams that don’t have this opportunity, and it doesn’t really 
matter how you won the race, you did. What we make of it time will tell.” 
 
On winning in the playoffs 
“I think it’s easier if you can do both, and I think we can. It’s the challenge of week; every one of these takes on a different 
personality. The Pittsburgh Steelers are a different team than the three teams we played. If we played them in one of those 
three games, it would have been a little bit different, but this will be a tough game for us, and we’ll try to execute in both areas 
of offense— both the run game and pass game—and see where it takes us.” 
 
On what RB Willis McGahee has brought to the running game 
“I think his experience has been irreplaceable, really. He’s had success doing it from the college level on through the NFL level, 
and he understands the run game. He understands how to set it up; he’s still got great vision and quick feet in the hole and can 
get to the hole, and I think we’ve seen evidence of that all season.” 
 
On Pittsburgh QB Ben Roethlisberger 
“We have the utmost repect for Ben and what he can do. He’s a hard tackle, a hard sack, because he’s a big body, and he’s been 
there before. They’re going to have a lot of experience, as will he. I haven’t gotten a chance to really dig in to, but we’ll do that as 
the week progresses.” 
 
On opposing defenses figuring out how to defend Denver’s offense 
“I think it’s a copycat league. There’s been some evidence of things that have looked the same from the week before that we’ve 
seen, but we have time to figure it out.” 
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On if opposing defenses are doing anything special to defend the Broncos 
“There just playing eight-man fronts with a lot of man coverage.”  
 
On Pittsburgh’s defense 
“They give you different looks; they disguise the looks pretty well. They’ve got a very veteran bunch that executes that, because 
they’ve been doing it for a long time together. They’ve got good players and good schemes— It think they’ve probably been top-
5ish for some time now, and I’ve got tremendous respect for [Defensive Coordinator] Dick [LeBeau] and what he does as well as  
[Head Coach] Mike Tomlin and that whole organization. They’re a very tough defense. 
 
“I don’t know the exact numbers, but it’s effective. It’s been effective for them. They operate out of a 3-4, but they’ll give you 
every look in the book as far as spacing. They’re very multiple, if that’s what you mean.” 
 
On S Brian Dawkins’ status for Sunday 
“I won’t know that until Wednesday.” 
 
On electing to punt instead of trying the field goal at the end of the first half 
“They had about :48 left. They had all three timeouts, and we get the ball to start the second half. I’d do it again 10 times.” 
 
On not distributing AFC West Championship memorabilia after the game 
“It’s something we talked about. It wasn’t really high on my list. They’ve all got them, now. They didn’t call me up complain ing if 
that’s what you’re asking.” 
 
On the flea flicker play in the first quarter 
“We didn’t execute it very well. We ran the wrong route, and we weren’t prepared for that at the quarterback postion. I don’t 
remember what happened; I think we got back to the line of scrimmage, or something.” 
 
On the health of his offensive line 
“In this league, staying healthy is important, whether it’s the offensive line, quarterback, any position. It’s kind of been that way 
for some time.” 
 
 
 


