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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/21/11) 

  

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On addressing mistakes in the secondary 
“It’s just like we have every week. We look at where we had issues, and we address those with the team. We look to correct 
those things. What happens is when you play a really good offense like we did last week, they put a lot of pressure on you, they 
speed the tempo up and do a lot of things to make you have to execute under pressure. They do a great job of that. Obviously 
we didn’t do as good of a job as we needed to in that regard.” 
 
On the growth process 
“What we’ve said from Day 1 is that we have a lot of growth to do in this defense, and we continue to have a lot of growth. We 
have a lot of young players that are playing for us. We have to continue to get those guys better, and we will eventually get to be 
where we want to be. We’re just not quite there yet.” 
 
On limited pressure on New England QB Tom Brady 
“I don’t think it was really the blocking schemes, but as much as anything it was that the quarterback understands where to go 
with the ball. He gets the ball out of his hands quickly. He doesn’t allow people to get to him very often. We had a couple hits on 
him there, but he gets rid of the ball so quickly. That’s why it’s important to have tight coverage early in the down and make sure 
you know what your responsibilities are. We had a couple busted assignments on guys, and when you play against good teams, 
you can’t do that.” 
 
On what S Brian Dawkins brings to the defense 
“I think the communication is one of the biggest things that he does. He’s able to communicate. He’s able to help people get 
lined up. He’s able to kind get us in the right defense, the right checks. From that standpoint, those types of things are 
invaluable, and that’s what experienced players bring for you. We missed that in the game the other day.” 
 
On whether LB Von Miller has lived up to his draft status 
“I think he’s lived up to those expectations. He’s done an outstanding job of getting to the quarterback. He’s continued to 
develop as far as a linebacker is concerned and being a stack linebacker behind the ball and playing—not only zone—but man 
coverages. I think he’s really progressed in that aspect. I think he’s lived up to being the no. 2 pick. We’ve still got a few games 
left to play, and we’ll see if we can’t keep him being productive.” 
 
On whether LB Von Miller is the Defensive Rookie of the Year 
“That’s not for us to say. He’s our Defensive Rookie of the Year.” 
 
On selecting LB Von Miller instead of Buffalo DT Marcel Dareus 
“I think when we looked at all those guys—[Patrick] Peterson, the corner in Arizona now, and obviously Von, Marcel—we looked 
at it as all three of those guys were worthy of the pick. Unfortunately, we couldn’t have all three of them, so we had to make a 
decision, and we kind of thought that Von was the most dynamic player, from a defensive perspective, that we could ask for.” 
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On the defensive players in the 2011 NFL Draft class  
“There were some really good impact players at the top of the draft, and that’s why we felt good about whoever we were able to 
get. There was a lot of question on who was going to be the No. 1 pick. Was Carolina going to go with a defensive guy? We felt 
good about where we were at. We knew we were going to get a really good player at no. 2, so we were fortunate that this was a 
year that we really wanted to go defense.” 
 
On Buffalo’s losing streak 
“I think injuries obviously have a big factor in it. That’s the way of the National Football league, and that’s why your young 
players have got to grow up early, and your backup players have got to be able to step up when they’re called upon. That’s just 
the way of the game, and I think it’s been unfortunate for them that they’ve lost a couple of guys that have been really impactful 
players for them on offense, specifically.” 
 
On having a shutdown cornerback like Champ Bailey 
“It’s definitely a luxury. Any time you’ve got a guy [where you] can kind of say, ‘You go take care of that guy, and we’ll worry 
about all the rest of them,’ it makes your job easier as a coordinator, and it makes our job easier as a defense. We’ve been 
fortunate to have a guy like that, and he still plays at an elite level, and we’re going to continue to try to use him the best way we 
can.” 
 
On Buffalo’s versatility 
“I think when they’re really good and clicking, they’ve got a good combination of run and pass. I think they try to spread you got, 
get into a lot of opened-up sets, and obviously—lately it’s been [RB] C.J. Spiller; previously it was [RB] Fred Jackson—they spread 
you out, and they make you execute in the running game. [QB Ryan] Fitzpatrick does a nice job of getting the ball in the right 
spots and getting the ball out of his hands and not letting you get to him.” 
 
 


