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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/14/11) 

  

QUARTERBACK TIM TEBOW 
 

On playing the New England Patriots 
“There is definitely a lot of hype around it now, which is a good thing if you use it as momentum and fuel. Obviously, we know 
our crowd will be fired up for this game on Sunday, and that will definitely be exciting. But bottom line is, you have to kind of try 
to block it out and just try to focus one day at a time and try to improve and get a little bit better.” 
 
On what it will take to beat the Patriots 
“We’re going against a great team. It will be a huge challenge, and we are very excited about that opportunity going against a 
great coach in [Head] Coach [Bill] Belichick and a great quarterback in Tom Brady. We know their defense is capable of making a 
lot of big plays, and they usually do. We’ll have to execute. We’ll have to convert on third downs, find a way to score some points 
and ultimately have a great team effort and work together with offense, defense and special teams.” 
 
On QB Tom Brady 
“He’s mastered so many things in the quarterback position from audibles, getting their offense in and out of the right plays to 
footwork and accuracy. He’s also been blessed with a lot of good players around him. He’s still been one of the best in the league 
for a long time, and he is someone that I’ve watched. I’ve probably seen 1,000 cut ups of him. He does a lot of things very well 
and is very cerebral and understands the game very well. You just have to imagine that he’s played so many reps that it’s 
probably very slow for him right now. For a young quarterback like myself, he’s definitely someone to look up to and try to learn 
from what he does well and try to implement that to my game.” 
 
On getting more comfortable 
“I feel more and more comfortable every single day just from practice to games, trying to improve and working on certain things. 
I feel more and more comfortable every single day.” 
 
On critics 
“I don’t really try to play attention to it at all. Sometimes you hear it, but I don’t really let it frustrate me or get me down. I just 
try to stay focused. I’m so blessed to play for such a great organization and have great teammates and play for great coaches. I’m 
not going to let people on the outside affect how I’m feeling or what I’m blessed to be a part of.” 
 
On getting the offense going earlier 
“We’ve had opportunities, and I think it’s just finding a way to execute, get a first down so we can kind of get adjusted and kind 
of get rolling. We had some opportunities in that game where we could have really taken a 7-10 point lead in that game. That 
would have really made a big difference in that game, so I think we just have to find a way to execute, make a few of those big 
plays early to settle us down and get into the flow of the game.” 
 
On if QB Tom Brady has reached out to him 
“No. He hasn’t, but he’s a pretty busy guy. I wouldn’t expect it.” 
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On the Pro Bowl 
“Honestly, I don’t really know too much about it, but I know there are a lot of guys that deserve to go far ahead of me. So, I hope 
a lot of those guys get a lot of votes too.” 
 
On the national attention surrounding the team 
“I don’t turn on my TV too often right now. It’s exciting to be a part of, not because of all the hype or anything, but just to be a 
part of a team that has such great camaraderie and great chemistry and cares about each other, works together and supports 
each other—offense, defense, special teams. That’s definitely something special, and I’m blessed to just be a part of it—and very 
thankful as well.” 
 
On differing statistics between the Patriots and Broncos 
“You all have a lot of different statistics. It’s ultimately why I’m very thankful that it’s about wins or losses. That’s exciting. We 
know we’re going to have to play a very good game to compete with a very good New England Patriots team, a team that has 
been one of the best in the league since I was pretty much in middle school. It will be very exciting, and we’re looking forward to 
that challenge. We know we will have to go out there and play a very good game to hang in there with them.” 
 
On what statistics he follows 
“Ultimately wins and losses. A lot of statistics come into play in the game of football, but ultimately those are the biggest ones.” 
 
On if he pays attention to quarterback rating statistics  
“No. I don’t usually pay much attention to it.” 
 
On his teammates respecting him as a leader 
“If any of my teammates have said that, it means a lot. I think that’s ultimately what you want, just respect from your 
teammates. I think that comes just from hard work, and them knowing how much you care about what you do and how much 
you care about them. We just have a team that really cares about each other. There are a lot of amazing leaders on this team 
from [CB] Champ Bailey to [DE] Elvis Dumervil to [RB] Willis McGahee to [G] Chris Kuper and the list goes on and on. Those guys 
have really been the ones to pull us together, and I’m really thankful for their leadership.” 
 
On success early in games 
“The hurry up has been good for us at certain times in games. I think the biggest thing is to get a first down, get a little bit 
momentum going and we can usually find some success after that. I think it’s finding ways to convert early in games on third 
downs and get us in third-and-shorts. If we can do that, usually we can get a little momentum and feel the defense out and start 
to get a little bit going. I think that’s huge for us.” 
 
On what beating the Patriots would mean 
“Ultimately, it’s just one game. That’s how we look at it. It’s a big game for us because it’s our next game, and that’s why we’re 
extremely focused on it. It’s a tough task because they are a very good team, very well coached, great players. Like I said before, 
they have been one of the best teams in the league for a long time. Ultimately, it’s one game, and that’s how we’re taking it. We 
have to go out there and put forth a great effort to compete with them.” 
 
On singing during the final drive of the game 
“I might have been. I’m not exactly sure what song I was singing. Maybe ‘Our God is an awesome God.’ I know I was singing that 
one a little bit. It was in my head from in the car.” 
 
On staying calm 
“I think [singing] sometimes can help with it. One thing for me that definitely helps with it is there is a quote that I’ve always said, 
‘I don’t know what my future holds, but I know who holds my future.’ So, keeping that in perspective always helps, and just being 
with your teammates and realizing that at the end of those games you’ve dreamed of doing this since you were a little boy. Let’s 
not try to get all stressed out with it. Let’s just go play and have fun and see what we can do. Because if you would have told me I 
would have had that opportunity to try to come back versus the Chicago Bears when I was a little boy, that’s a dream come true. 
I’m going to go out there and have fun with it, put forth my best effort and try to be the same guy no matter what.” 
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On the season’s turnaround 
“To be honest, I really try not to [think about it]. I think the biggest thing that I’ve sat back and said ‘Wow’ to is just how close our 
team has gotten. That has been the coolest part. It may not be going well, but you’ll have [DE] Elvis [Dumervil] and [CB] Champ 
[Bailey] and [S Brian Dawkins] ‘Dawk’ come and say, ‘Don’t worry about it. We got you.’ That just means the most. I think that’s 
the coolest part for our team and this season at least is just how close everybody has gotten. That’s been pretty cool. That’s 
probably the biggest thing that I’ve sat back and said, ‘Man that’s really exciting.’” 
 
On the Patriots’ secondary 
“I think they are a defense that says, ‘You’re going to have to march the ball way down the field and find a way to get it into the 
end zone; we’ll try not to give up big plays.’ I think the greatest thing about their secondary is they’ve found a way to come up 
with a lot of turnovers. Ultimately that negates a lot of yards. When they find a way to do that, that’s big. One of their corners 
has seven interceptions or something like that. That’s huge. They may give up some yards, but they find a way to stop them or 
come up with a tipped ball. Their two interior guys are great at tipping balls, and their secondary just seem to fall off and come 
up with picks. That’s huge. I think that’s one of the best things they’ve got going in their secondary right now.” 
 
On the possibility of hosting a playoff game serving as motivation 
“Not right now. Our motivation is that we have one more opportunity, we have one more game, and that’s playing the New 
England Patriots on Sunday afternoon. What a challenge that is going to be, and how exciting that’s going to be to play a great 
coach. We get to play one of the top teams in the AFC, and we have a challenge of playing one the best quarterbacks of all time. I 
think that’s enough focus for us right now.” 


