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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (12/8/11) 

 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY 
 
On Chicago’s defense 
“They’re very fundamentally sound. It’s the scheme there that has been in place with [Chicago Head Coach] Lovie [Smith]. 
They’ve got very talented players. Their front seven is outstanding, one of the best we’ll play in the league all year, and their back 
end is very disciplined.” 
 
On his reaction to WR Demaryius Thomas’ injury last offseason 
“Unfortunately, some guys have bad luck. I think Demaryius was one of those guys early on in his career coming out of college 
with his injury and then doing that last year. We had a gentlemen by the name of DeShaun Foster in Carolina from UCLA who had 
the same thing, and unfortunately he had a few injuries early on. But [Thomas] kept on plugging away, and it paid off for him last 
week. 
 
“I felt bad for him to be perfectly honest with you because you know how bad he wants to play. When he was just sitting out 
there, you could just see the frustration on his face that everyone else is out there in training camp doing certain things and he 
couldn’t be out there. He couldn’t be out there running around with us. He worked so hard to get to where he was, and then he 
had another injury. It’s just unfortunate for him. He is a great kid. He works extremely hard, and everyone loves being around the 
guy. All his hard work is going to pay off.” 
 
On what Thomas needs to do to continue to improve 
“Hopefully he keeps getting into the end zone. That’s what I’d like to see. He’s done a great job. [QB] Tim [Tebow] threw some 
good balls to him, and he’s just got to build off of that and take it one game at a time and one day at a time in practice, continue 
to work with Tim one the timing of everything. The sky is the limit for him.” 
 
On Thomas being different from other receivers 
“As a quarterback you love to have a guy like that on your football team, a big, physical guy who is easy to see wherever he is on 
the field. He goes up and attacks the ball.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“He’ll be ready to roll.” 
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On Tebow’s improvements 
“I think when we first talked about this a few weeks ago when Tim started playing, we had a question about us struggling in the 
passing game and this and that. My response to that what that he is still a young quarterback. He only had a couple games that 
he started last year, and you look at all young quarterbacks. There are going to be ups and downs. We are going to hit some 
bumps in the road and it’s still going to happen. The next couple weeks there are going to be some things that we look at on 
Monday morning and say, ‘Tim, what are you doing?’ But that’s all young players. [Quarterbacks Coach] Adam Gase has done an 
outstanding job with him spending numerous hours going over progressions, staying out here, footwork, any little thing we can 
do to help him. That makes Tim so successful. He wants to be great. He works extremely hard. He knows he is going to make 
some mistakes. He’s going to miss some throws. Like you talked about with his eyes, that’s something he’s going to have to learn 
over time.” 
 
On where Tebow needs to continue to improve 
“I think he did a great job throwing the football last week. He is going to get more and more confidence the more time he has 
under center, the more snaps he gets throwing the football. You can see it out here in practice; he’s getting more and more 
confidence throwing it.” 
 
On reading the defense 
“That’s something that comes with experience. The hard thing in his situation, when [QB] Kyle [Orton] was our starter here 
through training camp, we kind of knew what direction we were going, but then the other guys are splitting reps. You don’t get a 
lot of snaps, and then all of sudden you get thrown in there and you see a post safety zone defense one time and then the next 
time you see a split safety zone defense. So it’s one of those things where it’s experience that makes you valuable—for every 
player, not just quarterbacks—for every player in this league. The more experience you get the easier the game gets. It slows 
down for you.” 
 
On TE Julius Thomas 
“He’s getting better every day. [Tight Ends Coach] Clancy Barone works with him every day. He meets with him early in the 
mornings. The kid has a burning desire to be successful, and right now we’re just doing what we think is best for the football 
team.” 
 
 


