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PUNTER BRITTON COLQUITT 
 
On punting to Chicago WR/KR Devin Hester 
“We’ll see. It just depends on the game plan and where you’re at on the field. I’d love to say I could do what [Oakland P Shane] 
Lechler did and kick it over his head 80 yards, but it’s not easy. It just depends on where we are on the field. He’s a great 
returner, but we have a great coverage unit. Sometimes, when you try to go out of bounds, you don’t have as good of a hit, and 
sometimes you just hit a good 35-40-yard fair catch ball. He’ll still try to fair catch it, too, if you hit it high enough.” 
 
On whether he has talked to his brother (Chiefs P Dustin Colquitt) about punting to Chicago WR/KR Devin Hester 
“I haven’t talked to him yet, but they punted like 11 or 12 times. I think most of theirs were the plus-50 punts, but I’ll talk to him. 
I think, sometimes, guys will hit the rugby ball in the middle of the field, and a lot of times, that hangs up there, and it doesn’t go 
as far.” 
 
On punting into the end zone 
“If you’re over plus-50, I don’t think that’s the best thing for the team, because the gunners—the coverage team—that we have, 
they’re going to be able to get down there. There’s no reason to kick it into the end zone, because then you’re only changing the 
field position like 30 yards, max, so I don’t think that’s a good play. Now, if you’re on the other 40 [-yard line], maybe, a 60-40 
ball; that works. Then you’re still risking. He’s one of those guys that, if he can catch it on the one [-yard line], he’s going to do 
that.” 
 
On kicking away from WR/KR Devin Hester 
“The thing is, in this league, there are so many guys now that are great returners, and you’ve just got to be on your game all the 
time, and sometimes changing it up too much—that guy [Hester], he’s waiting for that. He wants guys to be like, ‘I’m going to 
kick away from you.’  We haven’t really gotten to the Bears yet, because yesterday just ended.” 
 
On the Pro Bowl buzz surrounding him 
“It’s a personal goal, sure, but ultimately, it wouldn’t matter if we didn’t win. If I just think about helping the team win, then 
usually that stuff kind of falls into place as far as individual goals. I just want to give our guys the best chance, and considering 
that if your stats are good, then you help your team out—they help each other.” 
 
On the how the attitude of the team has changed over the last year 
“It’s just a totally different atmosphere. Coach [John] Fox is awesome and makes it really fun to be here and be a part of what 
we’ve got going. Just this whole year, the way it’s gone, it’s just a lot of fun. Everybody wants to be at work, and I think it was 
different last year, sometimes, especially when we were losing. This year, even when we were losing, it was still a fun 
atmosphere to be in. It’s like night and day.” 
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On Head Coach John Fox 
He’s in the locker room. He’s hanging out. In meetings, he’s shooting the bull with the guys, and that’s just how he is. You guys 
have talked to him; he’s a players’ coach like they say. The first time I met him, I felt like I’d known him for 20 years, and that’s 
just how he is with everybody. He’s just a fun guy to be around. All the coaches are great. We’ve gotten a lot more team bonding 
this year, so it’s just a different atmosphere. 
 
“He’s awesome. He’s quick-witted, and everything he says is just what it needs to be and is to the point.” 
 
On whether Head Coach John Fox deserves Coach of the Year consideration 
“All this that I’m saying matters to the players, but as far as Coach of the Year, it needs to matter to everybody. Look what he’s 
done with our program. Supposedly, we had nothing to offer as far as positions and talent, and look what he’s done with that. I 
think he’s definitely the Coach of the Year. We’re in a great position now, and I think we’re going to keep getting better, and 
every week, things are happening that people doubted.” 
 
On what Head Coach John Fox has done to keep morale high 
“I think it helped that he’s been somewhere where it’s been low and it’s been high. One of the big things he showed us and kept 
pressing was that one of the teams that he had—it might have been the team that went to the Super Bowl, or maybe just short 
of it—started out with four or five losses and then won like 11 straight and lost one of the ones at the end to not make it. So, he 
just showed that it could be done, and it was a group of guys that was expected to do nothing. I think that gives a lot of 
confidence to people, just knowing that it’s been done and can be done. It helps guys to believe. It’s easy to get in that losing 
atmosphere, and you just feel like, ‘How can I get out of this?’ This is the norm, and you forget the feeling of winning, and you’re 
used to—if we are winning—it’s like, ‘Well, it might end up bad,’ and that’s definitely changed around.”  
 
On QB Tim Tebow’s role in keeping morale high 
“He’s huge, because he believes at all times, and people can feel that. It’s not one of those things where it’s like, ‘We know he 
believes,’ but he gets everybody else to believe. He’s not going to give up, so people are like, ‘I don’t want to be seen at the end 
of this game that he was still trying, and I was not.’ That definitely transcends to the defense and the special teams.” 
 
On whether a negative player can affect a team 
“I think it definitely can, but we don’t have any of those guys, and [Head] Coach [John] Fox, I think a big goal of his is to not have 
that. If we did, the guys have changed—if they were like that. Everybody’s in, and people are on board.”  
 
On if he could imagine such a turnaround last December 
“It’s hard to imagine it, just because of where you were, and you didn’t know what it would take to get out of it, but a new coach 
and a new thought process changes that—and just a new outlook on what you’re doing and what your job is and getting players 
back to realizing, ‘I play football for a living. This is fun, and that’s how it’s supposed to be.’  
 
On whether he has heard QB Tim Tebow swear 
“Not really. I try to have a clean mouth, too.” 
 
On whether the team is surprised by its record 
“I don’t think surprised is the word. I think surprised would be the word for people outside. Everybody in the locker room knew it 
could be done. I guess, in a way, we knew it could be done but didn’t necessarily know it was going to be done, but everybody 
believed that it could be. It’s not really a surprise, and everybody’s excited. It’s not one of those things where you’re crossing 
your fingers and everybody’s saying, ‘Please let’s win that next one.’ Everybody knows that we can, and we feel like we should. 
One of the things with the Vikings is, for a lot of the game, we beat ourselves up, and we still pulled out a victory there. I think 
that it could easily keep rolling. There’s a lot of tough competition still to come, but I think we can beat anybody if we play like 
we can.” 
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On his coaches’ confidence in his ability 
“Even in the game yesterday—and in some of the games where it’s like 3rd-and-2 or 2nd-and-2 and we get one, and on 3rd-and-
2, they’re running a running play that has less of a chance than maybe a passing play of getting it—I feel that, and I know that 
they have confidence in me, so that’s good. Our coverage unit, our special teams in general, has been really consistent this year, 
so it is nice to know that you’re not one of those teams that has to go for it on first down when your backed up like some of the 
teams in the league. They just understand that our defense—the way they’ve been playing—if I give I us good field position, then 
our defense is going to stand ground.” 
 
On if there is a way to influence what a ball does after it bounces on a punt 
“A lot of times, there’s not. When that ball’s in the air, I’m just hoping that it’s not going to bounce forward. Like the other day, it 
bounced forward, and [WR] Matt Willis was there on the goal line to get it. That’s all him, there, because it’s hard to judge that 
ball coming down. You’re worried about a returner. Sometimes that returner’s calling a fair catch; sometimes he’s allowed to go 
block those guys, and if they’re looking for the ball, he could just take their heads off. Those are the things that you just hope it 
bounces backwards. In the Kansas City game, a few of them did. Other games, they haven’t. They’ll bounce right in the end 
zone.” 
 
 


