
©2011 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

 

 

 

 
 

Patrick Smyth, Executive Director of Media Relations (patrick.smyth@broncos.nfl.net / 303-264-5536) 

Rebecca Villanueva, Media Services Manager (rebecca.villanueva@broncos.nfl.net / 303-264-5598) 

Erich Schubert, Media Relations Coordinator (erich.schubert@broncos.nfl.net / 303-264-5503) 

 
DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/18/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 
 
On QB Tim Tebow taking over at the end of the Jets game 
“That’s what great players do, especially in crunch time. He had some help; there was a big catch by [WR] Eddie [Royal]. I think 
he was actually on the goal line when he caught it to get us out of there to start the drive and give us a little breathing room. [TE] 
Dante Rosario made great low catch. Tim made some great runs. Even the last play, Tim had great awareness of what they were 
doing and did an outstanding job to get outside on the perimeter and finish the play. He broke a tackle and scored the winning 
touchdown.” 
 
On the increased offensive production in the fourth quarter 
“I think we might be the only sport in the world that people believe in “won ugly.” There are all kinds of phrases I hear on the 
outside. Game Six of the World Series, there are two outs, two strikes—one strike away—and a guy hits a home run, and it’s 
fabulous. Well, I kind of liken it to that. I don’t care if it’s by one run or 10 runs, the most important stat is the ‘W.’ There are a lot 
of ways to get there; they’re not all home runs.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defensive play 
“I think it’s been good, as I mentioned more than once. We’ve made some drastic changes; we’ve got all new coaches. Our 
players are learning about their coaches, and our coaches are learning about their players. With each week, I see improvement. 
Getting guys like [DE] Elvis Dumervil back I think has helped a lot. It not only helps the defense, it helps the guy lined up on the 
other side. There are 11 guys out there that all play for each other and play together, and we’re learning how to do that better 
each week.”  
 
On the team’s improvement 
“I think at that stage, other than maybe the Green Bay game, we were in every game, and it’s just learning how to close. I think 
our guys are developing that the more they play together. I think they understand that most games in this league come down to 
the fourth quarter. There aren’t very many blowouts; there are some, but the majority of the games in this league are won or 
lost in the fourth quarter. Just being able to not blink and finish in that situation—there were a couple of games where we didn’t 
do that that could have gone the other way—and developing that confidence and that mindset has been a process.” 
 
On the team’s confidence 
“For the most part, as I said even early on, I like this team for the most part because they’re willing; they have a good attitude; 
they have a good work ethic, and when you have all of those things, those are ingredients to eventually winning. There are a lot 
of little things that go into it, but it was a learning process, and we’ve made improvements.” 
 
On defensive success 
“I think there is some level of that, but I think it’s some level of whose playing next to them. They’re the ones out there playing 
the game. We had some injuries; we had some setbacks early on. I think we’ve kind of gotten used to each other; we’ve kind of 
repeated starters now from week to week. There’s a comfort level with even the guy you’re lined up next to. That’s my take. 
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“I think pretty much everything is scrutinized to pretty high levels. That’s good; I think it’s a good thing. That’s why it’s an 
unbelievable game with unbelievable popularity. That part’s all good, and everybody in there understands that. We’re starting to 
see results of the hard work, as it pertains to the defense.” 
 
On Tebow 
I get to be with him every day, and ‘horrible’ isn’t in the vocabulary, but I think a guy like him—he’s real; he walks the walk—a 
guy like that in today’s society, in my mind, ought to be celebrated and not scrutinized to the level that he is. That’s just one 
man’s opinion, but he’s got our team from 1-4 back to 5-5. We’ve got an opportunity in the next six games—I’m not looking 
ahead, but that’s kind of the reality of where we’re at—much like being tied at 3-3 in that game at halftime. Time will tell when 
our body of work is done, but I think Tim has done a terrific job.” 
 
On converting third downs on just the first and last drives 
“It’s what it takes. It was enough. If you related it to another sport, whether a guy wins the gold medal in the 100-yard, 100-
meter final, whether he wins by a nose or 10 yards, who cares? He still got the gold.” 
 
On improving 
“Only time will tell. People have their own ideas of how this game is going to go or how the next one is going to go or how three 
games ago were going to go, but the reality is those guys in there played the game.” 
 
On the offense’s play differing from the first quarter to the fourth 
“You’re going to get opposition. The other team practices and gets paid too. That’s a team that played in our conference’s 
championship game the last two years, so we do get some resistance when we play the game.” 
 
On facing teams more than once  
“The reality is that everybody is pretty equal in this league. It’s set up that way. It’s hard to predict. People have gotten to see 
what we’re doing a little bit. We get to change a little bit of what we’re doing. There is an element of surprise in everything. 
There’s an element of adjusting. Just like I get questioned sometimes about what are you guys going to do or how are you going 
to do it? It’s like if someone asks, ‘What’s your eighth move in a chess match?’ Well, you can’t answer that because you haven’t 
seen the other seven moves. That’s what this game is, a game of adjusting. Each one of them takes on its own personality. There 
are different matchups, different styles. So each week brings something new.” 
 
On watching film from previous opponents 
“We’ll do just like every week, just like it was the first time really with all those games that [QB Tim Tebow] ]has been the starter 
in. That’s all part of the preparation. He studies very hard and looks at a lot of tape. We spend a lot of time on that practice field. 
It will just be another challenge. It’s just another NFL team, San Diego.” 
 
On improving QB Tim Tebow’s passing 
“He’s gotten better every week. I don’t know if you all see it, but we see it. He was better last night than he was a week before as 
far as passing the football. He’ll continue to do that. There is no doubt in my mind. Just like any young player, any young 
quarterback, it’s going to take some time and some experiences. He’s getting better; we’ll get better, and there is no doubt in my 
mind he’ll get better moving forward in that area.” 
 
On a healthy defense 
“It’s about players. Games like last night, your big players have to make big plays in big spots, and they did. The better players 
you have out there, the better your success is going to be. Obviously, getting those guys back has helped us.” 
 
On how LB Von Miller compares to other young pass rushers he has coached 
“I’d say with my experience, the closest would probably be [DE] Julius [Peppers] because I had him as a rookie. [DE] Mike Strahan 
in New York I didn’t have as a rookie. Again, every player is different. They have different styles, different strengths, different 
weaknesses. We took the guy as the second pick in the draft; that’s a pretty good indication that we liked him. He’s very 
explosive. He does have long arms. He’s got great change of direction. He’s got a lot of the God-given abilities that it takes to be 
able to do what he does. He’s a fine young guy. He’s not afraid to work. He’s a good kid, spends a lot of time studying. He’s 
improved. He’s had to improve parts of him game, and he has.” 
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On Miller against the run 
“He’s good. He’s strong at the point. Our coaches have done a good job. Richard Smith, our linebacker coach, and of course 
[Defensive Coordinator] Dennis [Allen] have done a terrific job teaching him fundamentally and assignment wise. He’s just going 
to get better.” 
 
On managing Miller’s snaps 
“We talk about tapping out when you’re tired. We’d rather a fresh guy be in there whether it be a running back or a linebacker 
or anybody. We have a certain standard that we set the way we want to play. Sometimes you get gassed a little bit, so that’s why 
we put another guy in.” 
 
On the defensive rotation 
“Typically on defense, unlike the offensive front, there is a wave, some people call it. Typically we go in with seven guys, and 
then we play them all. You don’t see that as much in the offensive line, but around the league that’s pretty standard.” 
 
On the Jets’ touchdown 
“We made a nice hit on the running back, and the ball came out and they found it before we did.” 
 
On if he questioned the call 
“No. They review it. You can’t use your red flag anymore on scoring plays when they rule them as touchdowns. They evaluated it, 
and they wouldn’t let us in the booth to look at it. They just do that. On film it looked like it was the correct call.” 
 
On preparing for San Diego 
“We are going to conclude today’s schedule with the team, and both the players and the coaches have off until Monday 
morning.” 
 
On the short week 
“The downside it was pretty fast. The upside is we have a little time before our next game.” 
 
 


