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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/16/11) 

  

SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 

On the short week 
“Obviously, the thing that I’m seeing as far as the guys really being dialed into the meetings and some of the things that we 
needed to get done on the football field on the short week, not a lot of strenuous activity but mentally, I’m liking what I see.” 
 
On how big this game is to get to .500 
“It’s huge. It’s a huge game in a lot of ways. I think, the No. 1 thing for me is for us to get on the winning side of things at our 
house. To me, that’s a big thing. We’re winning on the road which is a great thing, don’t get me wrong. But we want to take care 
of business at the house. To me, that’s a huge thing.” 
 
On if it’s more rewarding to get a win at this point in the season 
“I wouldn’t say more rewarding. I wish we could have been undefeated right now. I always want to win football games. But to 
have dug what we dug, and to find a way to stay together as a football team in the midst of all the things that were said and are 
going to continue to be said, to find our way back to where we are with some of the things that have happened in our division as 
far as other teams losing, you can’t beat it.” 
 
On how the team has dug their way out 
“Stay together. Stay together as a football team. You continue to point fingers at yourself as things go wrong to make sure you’re 
fixing what you can fix. I think everybody has done that for the most part. We’re finding ourselves in a position to take advantage 
of where we are.” 
 
On how close he thinks the defense is to being what Defensive Coordinator Dennis Allen envisioned 
“We’ve been able to add more things going forward the last couple of weeks. I think early on, we were making up too many 
mental mistakes, giving up too many plays out on the field. Obviously as a D-coordinator, you’re not going to be apt to call things 
that you think mistakes are going to be made on. I think that him seeing that we’ve picked up the things we need to pick up, 
we’re communicating on a better level now and understanding what he wants in the basic scheme of things. He’s able to add 
more things on us. Adding those things mean we’re adding more pressure on the offense because we’re able to do more things 
and send more attacks at them. I’m liking where we are headed.” 
 
On getting out to a lead 
“Leads are always best. I’m not reinventing the wheel by saying that. But to let [LB] Von [Miller] and [DE Elvis Dumervil] ‘Doom’ 
and even [LB] D.J. [Williams] blitz the way those guys are blitzing right now, coming off the edges and D.J. doing his thing up the 
middle, that’s what you want. You want to be able to pin your ears back as a defense.” 
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On if the Jets’ inconsistency makes them more vulnerable 
“I think the thing that you look at when you first look at that team is the talent that they have on that football team. That’s what 
I do. I look at the talent. To have the receivers that they have, not just the two guys outside, but you talk about what 81 [TE 
Dustin Keller] brings to the table, even 11 [WR Jeremy Kerley] in the slot, that’s a formidable opponent for anybody. They can 
struggle all they want. I’m not going to sit there and say I’m anticipating them to struggle that way against us. We’re going to 
have to play football and whatever happens, happens.” 
 
On WR Plaxico Burress in the red zone 
“He’s huge. Obviously I’ve played against him for many years in Philly when he was with the Giants, so I know that when red 
zone opportunities come, believe me, No. 17 is probably high on their list of options of getting him the ball, letting him fight and 
using his body to push off and go up and get the football. So we understand that.” 
 
On how to stop him in the red zone 
“Anticipating. Those guys are going to have to anticipate and I’m pretty sure they’re going to be up for that challenge.” 
 


