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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (11/10/11) 

  

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY  
 

On the read option 
“We’re just trying to win football games, that’s all we’re trying to do, take advantage of the guys on our football team and utilize 
their talents the best we can to win.” 
 
On the read option idea coming about 
“We did this last year. It’s the same thing we did last year. We’re doing the same thing, so we practiced this all last year. We had 
it in there this year, so we’ve been doing it for two years now.” 
 
On the Raiders game 
“It’s just something we thought going into the game plan, a couple things we had in for [QB Tim Tebow] to take advantage of 
what they had in for him, and that’s why this week we ran it more than we had in the past.” 
 
On if teams will copy the read option play 
“You have to have a unique quarterback to be able to do this type of stuff. The whole wildcat thing actually came from Brett 
Basanez in Carolina and not in Miami. When we were in Carolina, Brett Basanez was our third quarterback, and that was when 
[former Carolina Offensive Coordinator] Dan Henning was there with us. That’s where it came from, and then Dan just did a 
bunch of it down there. You have to have the right guy to be able to read that stuff and make good decisions with the football 
and move the ball down the field.” 
 
On the playbook 
“It’s just things we have been doing the past two years to be completely honest with you. We just haven’t run it as much in 
games. There are always going to be a couple things we have talked about building off of. You like to keep things as similar as 
possible to your normal game plan so the guys up front know what to block and how to block certain schemes because the thing 
you have in this system now is you’re going to see certain things on Sundays that you haven’t prepared for. A team has got to 
figure out how to stop it.” 
 
On passing and running 
“Balance is the key to anything in an offensive system. You have to be able to run it, and you have to be able to throw it. The one 
thing, if you get one dimensional in this league, they’re going to expose you somehow.” 
 
On expanding the playbook 
“The numbers really haven’t changed—the volume that we have from week to week—it’s just you do certain things to utilize 
your talent you have. There were certain things that when [QB] Kyle [Orton] was playing we were having him do that we 
wouldn’t be running with Tim or if [QB] Brady [Quinn] was playing. There are certain things, that’s our job as coaches to kind of 
decide what are the best drop back passes, play-action passes, a move in the pocket, what are the best run plays? When [RB] 
Willis [McGahee] was out, what does [RB] Knowshon [Moreno] do better than Willis? Or what are those things that fit your 
talent? Those are the things we do as coaches and try to win.” 
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On the coaching challenge of creating plays for certain players 
“That’s what we get paid to do. That’s our job, and our job on every Sunday is we’re going to make adjustments. During the week 
we’re going to try to put the best plan together. It doesn’t always work out the exact way you want to, but that’s what we do all 
week long from early Monday morning till kickoff time. You’re always trying to do something better and improve or get one little 
play so you can take advantage of it in the game.” 
 
On long passes 
“I think if you go back to certain games, look at the Miami game, we had a couple shots called, and for whatever reason or 
another we might not have thrown them. The same thing in the Detroit game we had a couple plays designed. We threw the one 
to [WR] Eric Decker, and then we had a double move over to [WR] Eddie Royal that was covered, so we came off and checked it 
down. We’ve called certain plays, but there are going to be certain coverages they are going to run. They are going to take 
certain things away. You’d like to take two or three here and there and see what happens.” 
 
On Tebow’s ability to throw the long pass 
“I think it’s all going to be situation specific. Is there a certain time in the game where you know you’re going to have a certain 
coverage where you know you might get Eddie up over the top or [WR Demaryius Thomas] ‘D.T.’ or Eric Decker, whoever it’s 
going to be, [WR] Matt Willis? Is there a time where the right coverage is where you want to take a chance, and you hope that’s 
the coverage they’re going to play. But there are going to be times where they are going to change or they are going to cloud to 
something, maybe double a guy where you can’t throw that shot.” 
 
On the Kansas City secondary 
“That’s the game of football. You could say the same about every team I think in the league. There are certain Sundays where 
you are better than other weeks. They’ve created a lot of turnovers, gotten a lot of interceptions this year. It’s all part of the 
game.” 
 
On Tebow getting hit 
“Sometimes when you sit back in the pocket, you don’t see some of those things. If it’s your blindside, you may see a guy scot-
free that you know was supposed to be blocked. I think when he’s in the open field, he has a good feel for where guys are 
coming from, and you’ll see some things. But when you play that style of football, you’re going to take your shots. It’s part of the 
game, and he’s going to learn. He’s learned already since last year. There is going to be an opportune time where he can take a 
hit or when he needs to slide and get down or run out of bounds and protect yourself because you can only take so many hits.” 
 
On the offensive scheme 
“We’re going to do whatever it takes to win football games whatever that is. If it’s run it as many times as we did last week, if we 
have to throw more to win, that’s all we’re trying to do. I can’t really tell you it’s going to be this many this week, this many next 
week, we’re going to build and evolve around it and see. As long as we get wins on Sunday, that’s key.” 
 
On game planning for Tebow 
“The guys that were still here [from last season], myself and [Quarterbacks Coach] Adam Gase, we watched him last year, so you 
knew some things. There are plenty of things that we did last year but never ran in games, so we had kind of a foundation set for 
what we wanted to do with him. Then it was just a matter of over time how much we wanted to develop off of it.” 
 
On developing play ideas 
“There were certain things that we had seen or taken notes as you’re watching other teams and college guys. In the offseason, 
you see some ideas, but the thing is, you have to have one of those guys to run it. So you make notes, and as coaches, you’ll see 
plays you like and you’ll put them in a book, save them for a rainy day one day and situations like this come up and you kind of 
go back to some of those crazy ideas you had and start using them.” 
 
 


