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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/31/11) 

  

 
HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 
 

On QB Tim Tebow starting next week 
“Without making any real announcements on anybody on our starting lineup, we’re going to go through the week and those will 
be pretty evident on game day.” 
 
On if Tebow will start this week 
“For this week, yes.” 
 
On sticking with Tebow 
“He had really two starts. I think he’s a young quarterback as we’ve mentioned. We’re getting to know him better, and he’s 
getting to understand the offense better with each one of those snaps. I got the question the other day about timeouts—we 
need to practice. I think at the end of the day, we get to see if he can improve and get better in the passing game.” 
 
On calling short pass plays to get Tebow going 
“We threw some of those. They were part of the game plan, but we hit some and we missed some. Regardless of what type of 
passes they were, we tried them all. We just have to get more consistent and better whether it’s just the quarterback—we’ve 
got some young receivers out there, depth of routes, some drops involved. So it was a total team thing, not just the quarterback. 
No doubt, the quarterback needs to improve. He knows it and we know it.” 
 
On hitting short passes with defenses stacking the box  
“It’s all hard. That’s why it’s the National Football league…There are a lot of moving parts in the passing game. There is no doubt 
that we need to improve in that area. We have been able to run the ball efficiently enough to be able to attract those types of 
looks. Where we’ve got to prove a little more worthy is being able to [make opponents] pay for doing that.” 
 
On what affects the passing game 
“First of all, on the outside it’s always the ‘blame game,’ and on the inside it’s always the ‘let’s fix it game.’ There are different 
things to fix, not just at quarterback. As I’ve mentioned, we’ve got some young guys playing on offense, and there are issues that 
we have to address each week. They had a pretty good front four. The match up that was going to be tough but I think was well 
publicized was the [DT Ndamukong] Suh matchup. That was one of the issues we had to address, and I think we did a pretty good 
job of that, albeit not perfect. It’s a combination of all those things—recognizing, seeing what the defense is doing, getting rid of 
the ball, in instances protecting better. The style of defense they played was a lot of man coverage, and when guys get involved 
in the protection, that adds rushers. It was a lot of different things. At the end of the day, the result wasn’t good, and we’ve got 
to get better at it.” 
 
On Tebow’s improving from last week 
“Again, statistic wise, albeit a couple of turnovers, I think there was improvement.” 
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On T Orlando Franklin 
“He’s got room for improvement. When you lose 45-10, it’s hard to find a lot of bright spots.” 
 
On Detroit QB Matthew Stafford 
“I thought he did an excellent job considering coming off an injury being able to battle through that. I’m sure there was some 
pain involved. I thought he stepped up well.” 
 
On the defense 
“We did force them to punt seven times. I thought, first half wise, we gave up the one explosive pass. A couple times on third 
down, there were some key attempts there that resulted in points. The halftime score was 24-3; we needed to make that less 
going into halftime and weren’t quite able to. All in all, I thought we did some good things. The run game wasn’t devastating. We 
just have to find ways to eliminate those explosive passes.” 
 
On Detroit’s first touchdown 
“We didn’t execute very well. At the end of the day, it all starts with our coaching staff, myself to lead the list. We’ve got to do a 
better job of coaching, and we’ve got to do a better job of players executing. That’s why we’re sitting here 2-5. We’ve been 
pretty good in that area this year defensively. Yesterday wasn’t out best effort in that area. We just had a miscommunication and 
basically a busted coverage that led to that guy being quite that far open. 
 
On the spread offense being different in the NFL than at the college level 
“I think a lot of people spread you out. We played the Green Bay Packers with [QB] Aaron Rodgers—they spread you out to 
throw it. In college, they spread you out, some of them to throw it, some of them to run the quarterback. On some teams, the 
investment you make in the quarterback position, you want him back there to throw it, and people are a little bit leery of when 
he runs. It’s a bigger, stronger, faster league, and some of the body types that play quarterback aren’t running back-type builds. I 
think sometimes that is hard to hold up for a season.” 
 
On the defense’s mindset to get to the quarterback if no running backs are in the backfield 
“It depends on who you’re playing at quarterback. It might be a little bit different against Tom Brady than say Michael Vick.” 
 
On three-and-outs 
“It definitely hurts you. It doesn’t give your defense time to rest. It doesn’t take any time off the clock and you’re not moving the 
ball in a positive direction. You need sustained drives. Earlier in the season offensively, I thought we were doing that better. I 
think we’ve kind of stalled a little bit here as of late.” 
 
On having a 2-5 record 
“Anytime you’re 2-5, it’s a different kind of frustration than if you’re 5-2; but I don’t care if that was pre-dated to here or 
somewhere else. That’s fairly typical.” 
 
On how to improve 
“We’ve just got to get better, and that’s the challenge. Like I said, on the outside, people want to get into the blame game. On 
the inside, we look at the tape, and there are areas we can improve at both on what to do, how to do it, and then executing it 
under pressure. That’s our struggle, and that’s what we have to do. They’re in there looking at tape now, and they’ll see what 
types of things they did and how we need to correct them.” 
 
On the team’s effort  
“I don’t think our issues right now are effort. We’ve just got to play better. We’ve got to coach better. We’ve got to get the 
message across better, and we’ll do that. It takes time.” 
 
On whether RB Willis McGahee will play against Oakland 
“I wasn’t just playing games last week; I thought he had a chance last week, but because of surgery—that speeds up the healing 
of a broken bone, because it’s artificial healing—you do have an incision, and there is risk of infection and those types of things. 
We feel better about that this week, and he’ll be day-to-day as we march from Wednesday.” 
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On if he tells jokes in team meetings 
“Every once in a while. I don’t know if I’ll give up my day job to go into comedy, but I do tell a couple jokes.” 
 
On if he has spoken with QB Tim Tebow since Sunday 
“I saw him in the team room, but I haven’t had a chance to privately talk to him.” 
 
On what he expects from QB Tim Tebow moving forward 
“I expect him to look at the tape and see where he made mistakes. The things about mistakes are, first of all, you’ve got to admit 
them, and he’s never had an issue with that. Second of all, you correct them, and third of all, you try to never let them happen 
again. That’s what happens with young players in this league; there are a lot of firsts out there. He’s competitive by nature, and I 
think he’ll respond just fine.” 
 
On whether the team is behind QB Tim Tebow 
“Part of the team [concept] is, especially when things aren’t going well, you’re best off looking at yourself and seeing what you 
can do better and not be so concerned about what somebody else is doing.” 
 
On versatility at the quarterback position 
“Regardless, as a quarterback in this league, you don’t want to be one-dimensional. Sometimes you can be one way or the other, 
whether it’s throwing the ball or running the ball. In this league, defenses are too good, defensive coordinators are too good. You 
have to be able to do both, and at this stage, we’ve got to prove a little bit better that we can throw the ball efficiently.” 
 
On QB Brady Quinn  
“In this business, all things are possible. Brady’s a guy that we acquired before I got here, but he’s shown flashes in our practice 
and practice games. Right now, we’re in the process of finding out who the quarterback is, and we’ll leave it at that.” 
 
On whether attitude  and effort can trump talent 
“We’re in a performance-based business, and what we do on Sundays, or Mondays, or Thursdays—whenever they line us up— 
you have to produce, and we’re in the process of working through that. At the end of the day, you have to perform, and that’s all 
of us.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow and the importance of winning 
“The guy has had two starts this season, and he’s 1-1. In this league, it doesn’t matter—it kind of matters— but a loss and a win 
are [not too significant] whether it’s buy one point or 31 points. They all count the same; there are no style points or bonus 
points or extra credit. The reality is Tim has started two games, and he’s 1-1. Not too many times in this league are you perfect, 
so we’ll move on with that. Just winning and losing is what they keep score of.” 
 
On the incompletion to WR Eric Decker in the end zone on Denver’s first offensive series  
“At the end of the day, those rulings typically—unless there’s a really big change in it— are going to stick the way they’re called 
on the field. I’d say the fact that they called it incomplete on the field had a little to do with it.” 
 
On looking toward the future 
“This game’s only fun when you win. We work too hard and put too much time in, too much effort—players, coaches, everybody 
involved. You’re not going to find too many teams in this league that will talk to you too much about the future; it’s more about 
the present and the now.” 
 
On matching up CB Chris Harris instead of CB Champ Bailey with Detroit WR Calvin Johnson in the slot 
“That was just the game plan. There are some moving parts in that, too, as far as flipping guys all over. There’s a lot of traveling 
involved in that, so we matched it up outside, but not inside. They can create whether he’s [WR Calvin Johnson] one or two; 
they’re allowed to motion, and they can predict some of that.” 
 
On CB Chris Harris’ first NFL start  

“I thought he made a nice play on [TE Tony] Scheffler deep. Unfortunately, the ball bounced awkwardly, and they were 
able to come up with the catch. It was a great catch. All in all, I thought he did okay.” 
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On Denver’s pass rush 
“Some of it, we pressured. In hindsight, we probably could have pressured more, but, kind of like the score indicates, it 
wasn’t good enough.” 
 
On G Kris Kuper’s play against Detroit DT Ndamukong Suh 
“It was big matchup; it was a matchup that we definitely emphasized, and I thought he did a good job.” 
 
 
 


