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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/27/11) 

 
DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 
 
On the Detroit Lions’ strengths 
“I think just in general, their explosiveness on offense. The way they are able to throw the ball down the field. [TE Brandon] 
Pettigrew is a tremendous threat down the seam, obviously, [WR] Calvin Johnson does a lot of things, not only does he catch the 
ball down the field, but when you throw it to him short, he turns those short throws into big gains. That’s really what we need to 
be aware of and be critical to our success on defense is make sure that we limit those explosive plays down the field. When they 
get in the red zone, we’ve got to do a good job in the red zone and understand who the threats are.” 
 
On the absence of RB Jahvid Best 
“I think he’s a really explosive player. They used him a lot out of the backfield. [RB Maurice] Morris is kind of along the same lines 
as that type of player. I think Jahvid Best is one of the more exceptional players in this league doing the things they were asking 
him to do. It does affect their offense, but at the end of the day, they’re going to run the same schemes and do the same things 
with Morris back there. We’re planning more for a scheme than we are for personnel.” 
 
On the Lions’ passing game 
“It’s philosophy. I think [Detroit Offensive Coordinator] Scott Linehan, coming from that system, he likes to throw the ball. He 
likes to be in a lot of sub-personnel groupings, so I think they’re more of a situational run team and more of a passing team. 
They’re using their personnel the way that it helps them the most. I think that’s the way all good coordinators do it; they try to 
put their personnel in the best position to make plays, and that’s what they’re trying to do.” 
 
On Denver’s personnel groups 
“We’re going to be in those subgroupings a lot because that’s what they do. We worked a lot on that this week, and at the end of 
the day, we’ll find out how well we are prepared to defend what they’re going to do.” 
 
On CB Chris Harris 
“We noticed Chris Harris back in training camp. He was an undrafted free agent guy that made a lot of plays in training camp, 
and then every day you come out here and see him make a play on the show team. He’s done a great job, and that’s what 
happens when you do a great job. You find ways to get yourself on the field, and he got himself on the field last week and made 
a couple plays.” 
 
On whether Harris surprised him last week 
“No, it really wasn’t a surprise to us. You never really know how those guys are going to react. He reacted positively in the Green 
Bay game. We stuck him out there a couple plays in the Green Bay game. He didn’t bat an eye, and he did the same things last 
week.” 
 
On S Quinton Carter 
“Quinton is a guy that has earned the right to get out on the field. He’s a big, strong guy. He’s a sure tackler, and he had been 
doing a good job in practice. We felt like it was the best thing to get him out on the field and get him some work.” 
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On S Rahim Moore 
“He’s going to have to keep working just like he’s done up to this point. Nothing is ever set in stone in the National Football 
League. It’s always an evaluation process. We’re all being evaluated. We’re going to make changes that we feel are going to give 
us the best chance to win on a week-by-week basis.” 
 
On having CB Champ Bailey to cover Detroit WR Calvin Johnson  
“We like it when we get that matchup. That gives us the best chance. I think Champ’s still an elite corner in this league. I think 
he’s proved that the last couple weeks, and he gets another opportunity to go out this week, and when he gets matched up on 
Calvin Johnson, we’ll see how it goes.”  
 
On whether he has communicated with CB Champ Bailey about covering Detroit WR Calvin Johnson 
“Yeah. I’m always checking with Champ to see what he’s feeling, what he likes and what he doesn’t like. At the end of the day, I 
think you always know by body language, but Champ’s not worried about it. He’s going to go out there and compete just like he 
has for however many years he’s been playing in this league.” 
 
On rotating players through the nickleback position 
“We’re still trying to evaluate who our guys are, where we can put them to give us the best chance to be successful on defense, 
whether that’s [CB] Champ [Bailey] inside, Champ outside, [CB] Chris Harris, [CB] Jonathan Wilhite—any of those guys— [CB] 
Cassius Vaughn, we’re just trying to figure out what is the best combination of guys.” 
 
 
 
 


