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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/6/11) 

 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY  
 
On San Diego’s defense 
“They’ve been a good defense for a long time. Coach [Defensive Coordinator Greg] Manusky has a very similar philosophy to 
what they’ve had, but it is different in a number of different ways. They’ve had some personnel changes there and everything, 
but they are very disciplined in what they do. We’ve got a challenge ahead of us.” 
 
On the Chargers’ defense 
“They’ve had a few injuries up front on their defensive line. They have two guys that aren’t playing right now that were bigger 
guys, but they’re faster, they come off the ball, they fly to the football, they run to the football—all 11 guys every play. That’s 
kind of the way Coach Manusky has always been. When he was at San Francisco, we played them last year and everything, he’s 
very aggressive in what they do, and they run to the football.” 
 
On WR Brandon Lloyd getting more involved in the offense against Green Bay 
“It was good. He missed the second week with his injury, and then we worked him back in last week. He’s back to his old self this 
week. He did a nice job, and [QB] Kyle [Orton] had some nice throws to him. The line did a great job protecting. He could sit back 
there on all but one snap, there was a free runner that was a miscommunication up front, but really, the line did a great job 
protecting. Brandon was flying off the football. That’s the guy we love to see.” 
 
On RB Willis McGahee 
“I think we had a good game plan going in, and the players executed it to a certain extent until the fourth quarter when things 
kind of fell apart with a couple turnovers. The one fumble we had going into score, but other than that in the second, third 
quarter and early on they did some good things. They did a nice job creating some holes up there for Willis, but when you can do 
both the way we did it against Green Bay that’s when you’re going to have the success you want to have as an offense when you 
have both running and passing.” 
 
On QB Kyle Orton 
“He did a nice job. Unfortunately he had early on that pick-six which was a poor decision on his part, but it’s not only his fault. 
We had a poor route outside, but that’s all part of it. He should not throw that ball. He knows that, so that was a bad decision. 
And then he got a hot hand. I think at one time someone mentioned, and I don’t know this for sure, but between the second and 
third quarters we were 10-of-11 throwing.” 
 
On turnovers 
“They’re holding back our football team, really. If you look at the interceptions we’ve thrown—we also have fumbled the ball a 
few times—we cannot hurt the football team, and when we do the right thing offensively, we move the ball. But we’ve killed 
ourselves again. They weren’t stopping us the other day. We stopped ourselves, and that’s the unfortunate thing…We have to 
protect the football. When the ball is in your hands you have to protect it. We’re going to miss a couple throws. You just can’t 
make the big mistake on the third down.” 
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On what it takes to correct mistakes  
“You just have to stress it, and you’ve got to work on it, protect the football. Anyone who is carrying the football, they’ve got to 
protect it with their life. When they are running with it in their hands they have to have ball security. Our defense does a great 
job every day. [Defensive Coordinator] Dennis Allen, that’s all he stresses to the defense, run to the football, strip it when you’ve 
got an opportunity, so guys are always grabbing it. And [QB] Kyle [Orton] just has to make sure he throws the ball in, what I’ll say 
is the margin of error, to where if we can’t get it then no one can get it. If it’s not there, then do the next best thing—take a sack, 
throw the ball away, check it down to your half back. We just can’t have the turnovers because it kills your football team. It puts 
your defense in a bad position, and then when you give up a touchdown it’s even worse.” 
 
On the tight ends 
“They’ve been dinged from time to time. [TE] Daniel Fells had the big play the other day, and unfortunately he fumbled going 
down, but we’ve tried to throw it to him a number of times. When [TE] Julius [Thomas] gets back—it will be nice to have him 
back with his speed— letting him run down the field and doing some things to stretch the defense like he did in training camp. It 
will be great to have him back.”  
 
 
 
 


