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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (10/6/11) 

  

SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS  
 
On if he likes playing against a team he knows well 
“Obviously this is a huge rival. [The Chargers] being in our conference, it’s just one of those games you need to get up for. If you 
don’t, you need to check your pulse.”  
 
On whether knowing a team so well can serve as an advantage 
“It’s not about knowing somebody like I know them this well, so I don’t have to study. No, you still have to go in, study your film; 
you still look at it like you haven’t’ played them before and see if you can pick up different things. With this team, it’s obviously 
just an all-around challenge, because they possess so many different challenges with the receivers that they have, going up top 
like the way they do. This is an explosive offense. We have our work cut out but it’s one of those games that you get up for to 
another degree.” 
 
On having CB Champ Bailey back 
“I can’t overstate the fact of what he means to us as a defense and as a teammate, period. What he brings, when I look over to 
my left and see him standing out there— bump and run— there’s a confidence level that he just gives that I can’t explain.” 
 
On the intensity San Diego QB Philip Rivers brings 
“That’s one thing, playing against him, the time that I’ve played against him now, he’s a competitor—talking trash on the field, 
all those things. He’s one of those players that, from a quarterback position, is a little different from a lot of other quarterbacks, 
because he’ll get into a verbal confrontation if you want to. But nine times out of 10, he’s going to back what he says up. He’s 
just one of those competitive guys that from a defensive back’s standpoint, you like to face.” 
 
On how different it would be not having to account for San Diego TE Antonio Gates 
“I don’t know if he’s going to be out. I don’t buy into that. Until he’s not on the field on gameday, I’ll prepare like he’s going to 
play, because he means that much to that offense when he does play. Until we know 100 percent—and that’s not going to be 
until gameday—that he’s not playing, I’m going to have it in my mind that he’s playing.” 
 
On the Chargers’ use of running backs in their passing game 
“From a coverage standpoint, if you have the backs in coverage, you can’t be peeking anywhere else to help anybody else. You 
have to make sure that you’re locked on your guy. Even in zone coverage, we know that once you get your drop, you have to be 
prepared to come downhill in a hurry, because they dump the ball off to the backs so often.”  
 
On how S Rahim Moore is progressing 
“He’s coming along. Obviously, with any of us, there are things I’m pretty sure he would love to take back. But it’s a learning 
experience on the run, so we look for better and better things to come as the season progresses.” 
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