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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/15/11) 

 

OFFENSIVE COORDINATOR MIKE McCOY 

 
On the Cincinnati defense 
“They’ve done a great job. [Defensive Coordinator] Coach [Mike] Zimmer does a great job. He always has. They are very 
aggressive, and they are very disciplined with what they do. They don’t give up a lot of big plays. They’ve done a good job in the 
past, too, of creating turnovers, stripping the football. They’ve got a good secondary and a very aggressive front eight. They 
actually play with eight guys up front. They rotate those guys, and they have eight guys that come after the quarterback every 
snap and do a good job of playing the run. They are aggressive linebackers. When I talk about eight guys, I mean they rotate four 
guys, four defensive linemen at different times. They’ve got eight good defensive linemen and they all play.” 
 
On the Raiders having five down-linemen  
“For an opener, you’re always going to expect something different. We showed some things that we hadn’t shown in the 
preseason either. Every team is going to come in the opening game and do something different, so we try to take advantage of it. 
We have our rules up front on how to drop that front. We made the adjustment accordingly.” 
 
On five down-linemen making it hard to run the ball 
“No, they only did it a couple snaps. There were certain personnel groups that they were doing it against, so we knew when that 
came up and made the adjustment on the sideline that if that comes up again, this is what we’re going to do and this is how 
we’re going to block it. That’s all part of the game.” 
 
On whether McGahee is capable of rushing the ball 20 times in a game 
“Without a doubt, he can do that.” 
 
On the number of healthy receivers 
“We’ve got plenty of players. Everyone goes through this at some time during the season and we have to make adjustments 
according to our game plan. The good thing is we have three good tight ends that can play in different sets and formations that 
we want to get them in, too. [FB] Spencer Larsen can do a lot of things, too. I’m not saying that he’s a receiver, but tight ends are 
the same as receivers. We’ve got plenty of talent around here; we just have to execute and do things better.” 
 
On TE Julius Thomas 
“We had certain plays in there for him and a game plan according to what they’re going to do. We threw one ball to [TE] Daniel 
Fells. We were trying to put him in and getting him matched up with a linebacker or secondary, and they played a split safety 
defense so we went the other way with it. He’s a guy that will have a little package week to week, and we will try to use those 
guys in a package as much as possible.” 
 
On whether there will be offensive packages for QB Tim Tebow 
“We are going to go into the game plan each week, and do what we think is best for the football team.” 
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On cutting down the dropped passes 
“Catch it. This is the game of football and guys will make mistakes. I’ll make a call that I’d like to have back come Sunday or 
Monday morning, Tuesday this week, whatever it is. It’s all part of the game. They are going to make a lot more positive plays for 
us. Everyone is going to drop balls from time to time. Unfortunately we dropped way too many.” 
 
On improving between Week 1 and Week 2 
“We are going to get better each week as we get going. It was a unique year for everybody. Unfortunately we didn’t make 
enough plays the other night. They were there. I can do a better job of putting the players in a position to be successful on 
certain calls, which I wish I had back, but like I said, that’s going to be every game. Players are going to make mistakes every 
game. We just have to minimize those mistakes now and move on, learn from the mistakes we made last week and get better. 
It’s not always the team that plays the best the first week. We just have to improve each week, and as the season goes along you 
have to get better every week. That’s the key in this business, just keep getting better and don’t make the same mistakes over 
and over again.” 
 
On calling plays on 2nd-and-long or 3rd-and-long  
“It’s never easy. We played the game in 2nd and 3rd-and-long. To our team’s credit we were 46-percent on third down as long as 
they were, so they deserve a lot of credit. We have to minimize those penalties, those mistakes and sacks. I can help them with 
some protection things there, but that’s all part of it. The key is to stay ahead in this down-and-distance business. It’s hard 
enough as it is to gain first downs, but when you put yourself in that position, it gets difficult. We have to mix things in and we 
struggled to run the ball early on, so we went into a no huddle type of situation at the end of the first half and moved the ball 
here and there. We continued into the second half, but we have to run the ball more.” 
 
On penalties 
“Those are going to happen, and unfortunately when you play a team like the Raiders, you have to be smart. You have to do the 
right thing. We had some silly penalties whether it was jumping up offsides—we had a number of holding penalties. Those are all 
things that we can eliminate. We just have to be smarter and be more disciplined up front.” 
 
On the no-huddle 
“When you have an experienced quarterback, the good things is that you have full control with him going out there and running 
it. So it was easy for us. We weren’t doing a lot early on in the game to say, ‘OK, let’s change and let’s not let them substitute as 
much and stick their guys in the field.’ If they want to sub guys they have to run them in on and off the field, so we thought it was 
to our advantage. We had some success with it, but like we just said, we were in 2nd and 3rd-and-long too often. We have to 
have more success on first down, and that help when you can run the football.” 
 
On WR Eric Decker’s improvement from last season 
“It’s all about experience in this league. It’s hard for rookies to come in and dominate and just take over the game. There’s so 
much to learn. The game is different, the players are better—they’re bigger, faster, stronger. As a young rookie, you just learn 
every week, so the more snaps you get the better he is going to be. That’s shown this year. He’s made a lot of big plays for us the 
other night in the game, and in practice every day he works his tail off for us. He’s going to have a great year.” 
 
On T Orlando Franklin 
“You can compare him to [G] Zane [Beadles] and [C] J.D. [Walton] last year. Every week he plays, he is going to get better. The 
speed of the game is different for him even though he played in a good conference in college, but there’s a lot to learn. He’s 
going to see more on a weekly basis. He’s playing against some of the best pass rushers every week, so it’s not an easy job out 
there. We need to do a better job of helping him a little bit, but he’ll get better every week I think.” 
 


