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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/15/11) 

 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 

 
On a game plan if key defensive starters can’t play 
“I think all those guys are game-time decisions. We will find out where they are at physically, and we’ll have a plan either way, 
but right now we’re just getting ready to play Cincinnati.” 
 
On Cincinnati trying to do what Oakland did 
“Well obviously that’s going to be their plan. When you see a team in the National Football League, and when you give up that 
many yards rushing, especially when you play a team that’s a good running team, that’s what their plan is going to be to come in 
and run the ball. We’ve got to shut down the run. We’ve got to see if we can get out to a lead and then we can put our pass rush 
on them.” 
 
On improving in a week 
“What we’ve been preaching all week long as a coaching staff is that we just have to execute better. At the end of the day our 
job is to be in the right position and be where we’re supposed to be on every single play, and it’s just consistency. When you look 
at the game the other night, we played the run really well in a lot of situations, and then there’s a few times where we let the 
ball get outside and we missed a few tackles and the next thing you know is the guys has got a few yards. We have to be more 
consistent and execute better.” 
 
On DT Brodrick Bunkley 
“I think he’s done really well. He’s really played well for us. He’s a leader in that room, and we’re excited about him and the 
season he can have.” 
 
On playing against a rookie quarterback  
“I think you can confuse a rookie quarterback a little more, but against it’s all going to come down to us being able to stop the 
run. If we stop the run, we will be able to do a lot of different things on defense, but until we do that, it really doesn’t matter 
how much we confuse the quarterback when he’s coming around and handing the ball to [RB] Cedric Benson.” 
 
On improving after Week 1 
“It just goes to consistency. We have to do it right every single snap. The guys are trying hard. I was not totally discouraged. At 
the end of the day, you’re not good or bad on defense until the end of the year, and that’s when we’ll all be judged. We’re going 
to keep plugging along. The guys are continuing to get better, and we’re going to get better.” 
 
On the depth at cornerback 
 “I think all our guys are ready. At the end of the day, we have a ‘next man up’ philosophy and the guys that are ready to go will 
be the guys that will go out there and play. I wouldn’t be concerned about that at all.” 
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On CB Jonathan Wilhite  
“He’s picked up a lot. Football is football. It’s the terminology more than anything else—the things that you do, the scheme that 
you run. There ars only so many things that you can do, so I think he’s up to speed on that.” 
 
On LB Von Miller’s role if DE Elvis Dumervil cannot play 
“I think we do what we do. Obviously Elvis is an outstanding player for us, and we have [DE] Derrick Harvey that can go for us if 
for whatever reason Elvis isn’t ready to go. But again that’s a game-time decision.” 
 
On LB Von Miller forcing a fumble and S Rahim Moore recovering it on their first NFL regular-season snap 
“That was exciting because that’s what we’ve preached all year. Since we got together we’ve preached it and we were able to do 
it on the first play of the season. That was a great thing for us to set our offense up. We have to continue to do that and we have 
to get more of those.” 
 
On the rookies’ performance 
“There are obviously a lot of things that we have to get better at, but I’d say overall for their first performance, it was pretty 
good, pretty solid.” 
 
On S Brian Dawkins" 
“‘Dawk’ is incredible. He’s not much younger than I am, but he’s out there playing football. There’s no way I could play pro 
football. I couldn’t play when I was younger.” 
 
On the amount of hits Dawkins had 
“That’s the way he plays the game and he’s always played the game that way. That’s what has allowed him to play the game for 
so long.” 
 
On having so many injuries on the defense 
“At the end of the day, that’s what the National Football League is. There are injuries in the National Football League, and if you 
have to play without a starter, it is a ‘next man up’ philosophy. Everybody that plays in the National Football League, everybody 
that wears a Denver Broncos helmet, we expect the same out of them. We just go on and whoever is available to play, that’s 
who will play and we feel good about them.” 
 
 
 


