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DENVER BRONCOS QUOTES (9/7/11) 

  

LINEBACKER MARIO HAGGAN  
 
On opening the season against a division rival 
“The fireworks are going. Everybody is anxious to hit another colored jersey for real, and once again, it’s the Oakland Raiders. 
What more could you ask for?” 
 
On stopping Oakland’s rushing attack 
“That was the area last year that we had trouble in. This is a new year; there are a lot of different pieces, a lot of different things 
that we’re doing. I think we built some things in training camp, and I truly think it’s going to carry over starting Monday night.” 
 
On whether the veterans will help calm the rookies’ nerves 
“Actually, you really can’t tell a guy who’s excited about football to calm down. You don’t want to take away from what they 
bring to the game, so we’re hoping that it gets over with fast—maybe the first couple plays of the game— and they settle down 
and start getting their reads and continue playing the way they played in the preseason. Obviously, everybody’s going to be 
excited, not only the rookies, so you might have to calm some veterans down, too.”  
 
On previous losses to Oakland in Denver 
“We don’t think about it. We’re concentrating on beating them here in front of our fans. We’re putting the orange jerseys on, 
and we’re going to go out there and have some fun. That’s what this game is all about; it’s not focusing on what happened last 
but what you are going to do now.” 
 
On Oakland’s offensive strengths 
“They always run the ball well. [RB] Darren McFadden is a tough runner; [RB] Michael Bush is a tough runner. The Raiders are a 
fast team, period, so they always present different matchup problems with their speed and their size. We’ve got some guys over 
here that can handle some business too, so we look [forward] to Monday night.”  
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