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DENVER BRONCOS TRAINING CAMP QUOTES (8/9/11) 

 

HEAD COACH JOHN FOX 

 
Injury Update 
“Held out of today’s practice was [DT] Louis Leonard, still with the knee—the same with [DT] Mitch Unrein. Brandon Minor, also 
a knee. [CB] Syd’Quan [Thompson] did come back into practice. [WR] Eddie Royal was held out, as was [WR] Brandon Lloyd with 
a little knee swelling. [LB] Nate Irving got hurt and went out with an ankle sprain.  [TE] Richard Quinn has a little knee sprain, and 
[LB] Derek Domino has a little finger sprain. Those were our injuries today.” 
 
On whether injuries are a concern for him heading into the season 
“No, not at this point—other than [RB] Mario Fannin, who, as I mentioned before went on IR [Injured Reserve]—but nothing to 
that nature at this point.”  
 
On D.J. Williams’ return  
“We’re easing him into it. He’s a very good linebacker. I think he’s capable of playing all three spots, ‘Sam’ [strongside], ‘Mike’ 
[middle], and ‘Will’ [weakside]. He’s definitely the leader of that room, and it was fun having him out there, and he’s obviously 
worked hard very hard this offseason. He’s got the mindset and attitude to get this defense turned around.” 
 
On the offense’s performance during this morning’s practice 
“I thought they answered the bell [from] yesterday. They got it handed to them a little bit yesterday, and it’s kind of ebb and 
flow in camp. You’re competing against each other. I think they’re all going to be excited to play against somebody else and see 
how they measure up, so we’re all excited about that.” 
 
On this morning’s practice 
“Well, I think at this point in camp, it’s never as sharp as you want it, but I wasn’t disappointed.” 
 
On what he hopes to see from his defense  
“To really play for the first time. Again, we just started practicing less than two weeks ago for the first time. This is going to be 
our first opportunity as a staff, me as a head coach, to watch them play a game.”  
 
On turnovers when the offense is backed up 
“That was our first situation where we were backed up. It’s not where you start the race, it’s where you finish it, so for a first day, 
there’s plenty to coach off of. I’d rather see those mistakes in the practice field, not in games.” 
 
On his quarterback rotation 
“Again, that’s something that is competitive. We take these games seriously, and that’s not something I’m going to share at this 
point, but we do have a plan.”  
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On how long he will play his starters 
“Right now, we’ve looked at doing it a little bit like we’ve done in the past—12, 15 plays—however that works out time-wise on 
each side. Well get the seconds in there, the second phase, and take a long look at them as well as the third phase. It’ll basically 
be like you’ve seen in most preseasons in years past.”  
 
On WR Brandon Lloyd 
“He had a tremendous season a year ago from what I saw on tape. I wasn’t here to coach him, but he had a Pro Bowl season and 
made a lot of big plays. I’ve seen that same type of ability the times we’ve seen him. He was able to start practice today, and 
we’re playing a game not too far off from here, so we’re going to err on the side of caution with him. He’s had a great camp so 
far.” 
 
On not being able to practice again before Thursday’s game 
“I’m a coach, but at the end of the day, those are the rules that everybody abides by, so we’ll be walking through.” 
  
On evaluating player performances during preseason games 
“I like to look at games a little bit higher in the evaluation. I don’t want to call it extra credit, but we’re all evaluated in what we 
do in games. I know this is a preseason game, but all these guys are competitors, including me. We’re there to win, and it’s a lot 
more fun winning than losing.” 
 
On defensive improvement 
“Time will tell. I’d rather understate and overproduce, but I’ll be watching for the first time just like you will.” 
 
On how DE Elvis Dumervil fits in a 4-3 defense 
“I think that’s where he’s had a lot of his success. You’d have to ask him that, but from what I’ve seen on tape, he’s definitely 
very qualified to play defensive end in the 4-3. He’s worked hard. He’s gotten bigger and stronger, so I’m really excited to see 
him play, and I think he fits our defense very well.” 
 
 


