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DENVER BRONCOS TRAINING CAMP QUOTES (8/1/11) 

 

TIGHT END JULIUS THOMAS 
 
On learning the offense 
“I’m just trying to get this offense down. With no OTAs, we have to learn quickly, but [Tight Ends] Coach [Clancy] Barone just 
makes sure that we’re prepared and that we go out there and try to make plays every day. That’s pretty much our mindset going 
into practice. I’m just trying to be in the right places. There are some great throws by the quarterbacks and some catches. I’m 
just trying to do whatever I can to contribute to this team as soon as possible whether it’s making plays, blocking whatever they 
need out there.” 
 
On whether he regrets playing football during his entire collegiate career rather than basketball 
“People ask me that a lot, but God has his own ways of making things happen. I’m here now, so it worked out for me.” 
 
On whether playing basketball made him a better athlete 
“I don’t know if it makes you an athlete, but I think that in order to play basketball at a Division I level, you have to be a good 
athlete. You put yourself in different positions on the basketball court. It teaches you to react to things quickly. I think that’s one 
of the biggest things that translates to the football field.” 
 
On the veterans 
“There are so many guys that are extremely talented out here. When you look at the veterans, ‘B’ [WR Brandon] Lloyd, [QB Kyle] 
Orton, they do so many things at such a high level that I’m not used to seeing. I just talk to them when I can and get some advice 
and just come out here when I can and make plays.” 
 
On the defensive veterans 
“On the defensive side, the game is just so much faster. They say the biggest thing from college to the NFL is the speed; 
linebackers are fast, D-Ends are fast. Those guys are talented and I’m just trying to keep up when I can.” 
 
On the playbook 
My biggest surprise is how intricate the offense is. There are so many things that go into that. Coming from my college offense, it 
was probably a quarter as complicated as this one is. Day and night, all day I’m just trying to study that playbook and get it to the 
point where I come out to practice and not make too many mistakes. That’s probably the biggest thing for me so far to keep on 
working on and prepare every day for those plays.” 
 
On learning how to block at this level 
“It will come, but that’s definitely not as hard as learning the playbook, for sure.” 
 
On getting the playbook 
“We didn’t get the playbook until we got here. Whenever the lockout ended, we came in and they gave us our playbooks. The 
first day and had two installs going that same day. We were trying to learn terminology, splits, everything. It’s complicated for 
sure.” 
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On how much time he spends studying the playbook 
“Anytime I’m not on the field, I’m looking in it. When I’m sitting on the training table, if I’m at dinner, every night we get out here 
at 9:45 [p.m.] and stay up till 12:00 [midnight] just staying in that thing just trying to get it down.” 


