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DENVER BRONCOS TRAINING CAMP QUOTES (8/1/11) 

 

DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR DENNIS ALLEN 

 
On the new defensive scheme 
“I think especially the veteran players, they know a lot of things and have been a part of a lot of different defensive schemes, so I 
think that helps a little bit. Change is nothing new to these guys. I think the thing we’re trying to do, is we’re trying to bring a 
different culture in the way that we go about playing defense. We’re going to be attacking, aggressive and try to be as physical as 
we can.” 
 
On his coaching approach 
“I enjoy coaching. I love football. I don’t think that you can play defensive football with your hands in your pocket. We’re going to 
get after it; we’re going to be enthusiastic. We’re going to enjoy what we’re doing, and we’re going to take pride in it.” 
 
On emphasizing turnovers  
“I think first and foremost you have to put guys in the right position and give them a chance to be successful, and then we’ve got 
to emphasize it. I was a part of a team [New Orleans] that had 39 takeaways in one year [2009] and we won the Super Bowl. It 
was because defensively we lived it every day, and I think you can see in practice that the way we’re practicing and trying to take 
the ball away and when the ball is on the ground we treat it just like a takeaway. It’s all about creating habits, and we’ve got to 
create those good habits.” 
 
On the defense’s strengths 
“I think the fact that the guys are working so hard has been really good. I think our secondary is one of the strengths of our team 
and obviously having [CB] Champ Bailey back and the fact that we can kind of match up and do some of those things. [SLB] Von 
Miller, he will be an athletic kind of guy that we can use in different ways. I think that overall we’ve got a lot of work to do, but I 
think we’ve got some pieces to work with.” 
 
On focusing on younger players 
“I think that we’re continuing to look at what the options are out there. The thing that we wanted to make sure that we did was 
to get younger and more athletic, and I think that all the guys that we’ve brought in give us that opportunity. We’ll see what 
happens when we actually get the chance to get them out on the field and actually see what they can do.” 
 
On having SLB Von Miller and DE Elvis Dumervil playing together 
“I get kind of excited about it. That’s a good thing to have. I think both those guys’ best quality is the ability to rush the passer. 
We’re going to have to do things to put them in position to do that. We’re going to have make sure we can do some things on 
first and second downs to get them in those longer-yardage situations and really be able to set those guys loose.” 
 
On DT Brodrick Bunkley and DE Derrick Harvey 
“I think both of them were athletic. Broderick has been a strong, powerful guy inside. Derrick has really been the same way 
playing out at the end position. I think just having some size and some athleticism and some bulk to be able to play the runner 
are two of their top qualities.” 
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On correcting defensive problems from last year 
“Well that’s what appealed to me. The thing is that I think in this profession most people are not afraid of challenges. The thing 
that I was looking for the most is that I wanted to make sure that I was working with good people. When we went to New 
Orleans we came into a team that was 3-13 the year before, and we went to the NFC Championship the next year, so it’s not 
impossible to do. It’s going to take a lot of hard work, but that’s what our goals are.” 
 
On working with a defensive-minded head coach  
“It’s great because I think he’s trying to do everything he can do to help us out and give us a chance to win. I think he’s got great 
ideas and great thoughts. I think that between the staff, defensive coaching staff and coach [John] Fox, we’ll be able to come up 
with a good plan every week.” 
 
On the amount of leeway Fox gives his coahes 
“He’s given me total leeway so far, and I wouldn’t expect anything different. Although, he’s going to have his input and his ideas 
[so], I think we’ve just got to do a good job of blending those things together.” 
 
On defensive decisions made on game day 
“It will be making the call on game day.” 
 
On where he will coach on game day 
“I’ll be downstairs. I feel like as a defensive coordinator you want to be able to get a feel for your players. You want to be able to 
see them in the eye and just get a feel for what’s going through their minds for when you need the pressure and when you need 
to pull back the reins a little bit. I think that’s the best way to do that is being down on the field.” 
 
On where he coached in New Orleans 
“When I was a secondary coach I was down on the field. There’s no question I’d rather be on the field. You just have a better feel 
for the game.” 
 
On the ‘attacking’ character of his defense 
“It’s partly scheme, but a lot of it is just mentality. The only advantage defenses have in football anymore is that they have to be 
feared, so that’s the thing that we want to be. We want to be a violent, aggressive defense that plays within the rules, but we’re 
going to try to hit you as hard as we can. Obviously, schematically, we’re going to try to bring pressures in different areas when 
we get you in those types of downs and distances.” 
 
On the offseason 
“Anytime we don’t get a chance to be with the players it’s rough. This is why we all coach. It’s to be out here with the player and 
get the chance to be out here on the football field. I’m glad we’re getting that opportunity.” 
 
On transitioning from 3-4 to 4-3  
“The fact that we are coming off a lockout makes it a little more challenging. We’re going through the process right now of really 
knowing exactly who we have, exactly what their personalities are and exactly what positions are going to fit our guys. It’s our 
job to find out what they can do well and put them in those positions. So whether its 3-4, 4-3, 4-4, it doesn’t really matter. As a 
coaching staff, we just have to figure out what they can do well and help put them in those positions.” 
 
On the rookies 
“I think they’ve handled it extremely well. Obviously it’s a huge learning curve for them, and they’re learning on the run. You 
don’t get a chance to get these reps back, so it’s great for them to be out there learning the system, going against the No. 1 
offense, and I’ve been pleased with the way all of the rookies have been playing.” 


