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DENVER BRONCOS TRAINING CAMP QUOTES (7/29/11) 

                

DEFENSIVE END ROBERT AYERS 
 
On changing back to jersey No. 56 
“Right now I’m 56 and [MLB] Nate [Irving], he’s 91. Until we get things—the legal things and the financial things—situated that’s how it’s going 
to be. Hopefully the switch will come soon.” 
 
On wanting No. 91 
“That was my college number. That’s what I built myself at, I built my name and I established myself at. That’s the number I want to have, but 
as a rookie, you don’t want to come in and splash in the waters and 56 is a nice number and I kind of wanted that number is respect to Al 
Wilson but I kind of see this as a new beginning for me. We have a new coaching staff and I want to get back to my roots and that’s how I feel 
about it.” 
 
On his reaction to seeing MLB Nate Irving wearing No. 91 
“I knew he was coming, so I just went up to him and said ‘Yeah, we’re going to get this taken care of.’ Because he wants 56 and I want 91, so 
we’re going to work it out.” 
 
On pulling rank to get his number 
“No I’m not going to do that. I want to welcome him in, and hopefully he will be a key part of this team on defense special teams and I’ve seen 
film on him and he can play, so I’m looking forward to having him out here. I’m going to be nice this time, but I’ll move in and I’ll get my 
number.” 
 
On what he looks forward to this season 
“Not necessarily starting from scratch, but just starting with this staff. I feel like they have an idea of what I can do, but I want to surprise them 
and show them that I can do even more. The last two years are in the past and I’m going to make the best out of this situation. I think this is a 
system that I can shine in and help the team to be a top defense. That’s my goal. That’s always going to be my goal no matter who my coach is, 
no matter what. I want to win and I want to be great.” 
 
On having a defense-minded head coach 
“That’s always a positive. All defensive players want a defensive head coach and all offensive players want an offensive head coach. I think that 
will help us defensively. I think it will help the offense too because they will know the coverage and things like that. This is my first NFL 
defensive coach, and I’m going to enjoy it.” 
 
On the rookies 
“I feel good about them. One guy that stood out to me early was [MLB Mike] Mohamed. He seemed really intelligent on the field. He was 
making checks and of course he made some errors, but he seemed real positive and real intelligent and he’s athletic, so he’s another guy that’s 
going to help a lot for us. [SLB] Von Miller of course. I’m probably one of the most excited players on the team to have him, and you’ve got Nat 
[Irving] who I’ve seen him do work. A lot of guys that are playmakers, and big [T] Orlando Franklin, he’s a big boy so I feel like so far, so good. 
I’m excited to see what these guys can do.” 
 
On the draft bringing predominantly defensive players to Denver 
“I don’t think the fact that he’s a defensive coach is the reason we drafted defensive players. We needed some help, some depth, and that’s 
what he went after and we got some offensive guys too. We needed some help in the offensive line. I think the coaches did good job of 
addressing the needs regardless of being offensive coaches or defensive coaches.” 
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