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DENVER BRONCOS TRAINING CAMP QUOTES (7/27/11) 

                

DEFENSIVE END MARIO HAGGAN 

 
Opening statement 
“Everybody that’s under contract, we play this game for a reason—we love it. It’s great to be back.”  
 
On the chaos surrounding camp and free agency 
“There will be some different things with a new staff and a lot of new things going in. It’ll be different, but it will be fun having it 
come together much faster than having OTA’s in the spring to work with. In this situation, we’re kind of starting on time. It just 
seems long with the process of not having the spring and OTA’s and some of the other things that we’re used to having, but 
football is actually starting on time.  
 
On anxiety caused by indecision—“For me personally, no. It’s football. It’s something that I’ve been preparing for all year. It’s a 
game I love to play. Every year, no matter who you are, all you can do is what you are able to do physically and mentally on the 
field, and everything else will take care of itself. For most guys, I think that’s the approach they should take, and it will be fun. It 
will take care of itself.” 
 
On whether he will play defensive end or outside linebacker 
“I’ve been told that I‘ll be doing both, and that in some packages I’ll be doing linebacker, but mainly defensive end. I’m pretty 
excited about the switch. I’m a guy that’s always up for new challenges. Here’s another one for me—I’ve been through it before. 
I look forward to just having fun with it.” 
On the transition from linebacker to defensive end 
“I’m actually about the same weight, right around 270 [pounds]—the same weight I played at last year. I kind of played in that 
situation on third down last year, basically, in the 3-4. An outside linebacker, that’s what it is, a defensive end. I just tried to stay 
in shape, work my hands better, did some boxing things to try to help my hand speed and conditioning. Hopefully we can see 
results on the field.  
On working out with LB Von Miller during the offseason 
“Von Worked out with me.  Yeah, we were at the same facility, and when he wasn’t handling his business with the like and things 
like that, we were together. A couple of other guys that we drafted, [LB] Nate Irving and [LB] Jeremy Beal were there, so I got a 
first-hand look at some of the teammates  I’ll be with.” 
On his impressions of Von Miller, Nate Irving and Jeremy Beal 
“Well Von is obviously a very humble guy, a very humble guy. It was fun meeting him, fun talking to him. I think he’s athletic, and 
I think he’ll be a big asset to us. I think Nate will have to learn physically. I think he’ll be ready soon. Jeremy’s one of those guys 
that kind of reminds me of myself, that no one really talks about but he’s going to seem somehow to get the job done. He works 
hard, and I think that’s the attitude he’s going to have. I think they made some good personnel decisions when they were in that 
draft.” 
 
On how much he has studied the playbook 
“Getting into the playbook is very different. It’s difficult to get in the playbook and say you know what you’re doing without 
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coaches hand in hand, with new lingo and new ways that they like to do things. Just looking at it from a presence of defenses 
that I know, it will be fun. It’ll be attacking. It will get a lot of different guys an opportunity to make big plays, and hopefully we 
put the right guys in the best position to make those plays.” 
On having fewer OTA’s and two-a-days 
“Does my smile say anything? When you go through a situation like two-a-days in pads— and two hour practices and a lot of 
hitting and a lot of pounding on the body— to take some of that away is fun. Let it be known, though, in the time that we have 
pads on, that it will be full speed for the whole practice. I feel like it will add another year or two to my career, physically, 
because it takes the pounding off my body. I’m sure a lot of vets are happy about it, and a lot of rookies just don’t know how 
lucky they are. I’ll let them know every day that if they were planning on playing eight, plan on it with the way it is now.” 
 
On the offense needing some time to gel in a new system 
“Defense is always ahead of offense. Personally, I think defensive guys have a little different swagger about football, about how 
they do things. On offense, it comes down to guys running the right routes and timing everything.  Timing is a big part of offense, 
and obviously, when you have different quarterbacks in different systems being the star, it’s very difficult to get the timing down 
quickly.” 
 
On the lack of team involvement in summer workouts 
“I don’t think it will contribute to any injuries. I think, as professionals, we get paid to do our job, and part of that job is being in 
shape and being ready to play football when the time comes. Personally, I worked out for the last three or four months, 
preparing myself and being ready. A lot of guys, they like to work out away from the facility during the offseason anyhow, so I 
don’t see a big change with the fact that the coaches weren’t physically able to see us work out. But that’s the only different to 
me.”  
 
On trading WR Jabar Gaffney to Washington for DT Jeremy Jarmon 
Obviously, for some of the things that Jabar did for this team, you hate to lose him, but it was a situation where we have a lot of 
good receivers. It was a situation where we had a lot of depth— it was our strength—and  it was a situation where we needed 
some defensive linemen. We didn’t go there in the draft, obviously, and we’re probably looking at free agency, in my opinion. It’s 
good to have a guy come in alongside me and hunker down and let these linebackers run.  
 


