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SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 
On how it felt to get on the field Sunday against the Texans 
“It felt great. It felt great to be back out there, to help the guys, and I will do what I can to see if we can bring a victory back here.” 
 
On the emotions of the last game of the season 
“I don’t know about added emotion. If anything, it is just the fact that I know that this team will be different next year, so you want to go out and enjoy the last 
game with the guys here.” 
 
On playing with QB Tim Tebow 
“I think that is the main thing — just that energy that he brings to the position and to the team. He plays with a certain drive and you can see that. He is a 
very intense guy and that is not a usual thing for a quarterback. For him to be able to do what he does and doesn’t care how he gets it done, whether it is 
running through somebody or trying to run around, he is going to try to get the job done and I think guys feed off of that.” 
 
On CB Champ Bailey’s future with the Broncos 
“I just think what Champ has been doing — and we ask him to go out and do the things that he has been doing, as far as taking the best receiver that team 
offers up in the midst of a losing season — that is not something that he is going to back down from or say no to. He is going to go out and do, even injured, 
he is going to go out and give you everything that he has. Usually, that is enough to shut down one of the best receivers in the game. So, to not have Champ 
here would be something I am pretty sure, not just myself, (but) a lot of fans would not see coming.” 
 
On whether Bailey is as good as he has ever seen 
“Absolutely. Champ goes out and gets the job done. He has been asked to do little things differently the last couple of years than probably back in the past. 
Once again, when you ask a guy to go out and cover the team’s best receiver, usually those guys are the Pro Bowl guys that put up a lot of numbers, and 
week in and week out that individual he covers has two, one, (zero) catches sometimes. Every corner can’t do that and Champ does that on a consistent 
basis year-in-and-year-out, so I don’t see anything that shows me anything that he is not one of the best or the best corner in the game.” 
 
On Bailey’s performance against Kansas City WR Dwayne Bowe earlier this season 
“Especially going on the road doing it, knowing the pace that Bowe was on at that time, he was putting up some huge numbers, some historic numbers at the 
time — for him to go up there and do what he did there in a pressure game, I mean that is who Champ is though and that ‘s what we depend on Champ to 
do week-in-and-week-out.” 
 
On whether he has ever gone into an offseason with this much uncertainty 
“You have to remember, when I first got to the Eagles I was under Ray Rhodes and Ray got fired, so I have been through this type of situation before. I 
understand it. It is one of the things that happens in this league from time to time with different teams, not all the teams, but from team to team you just need 
to focus in and make sure that you do what you are supposed to do, but it is not an easy thing.” 
 
On whether he anticipates changes on the defensive side of the ball this offseason 
“There are going to be changes — absolutely. Huge changes? I don’t know. Obviously, we have to see who they bring in, but changes, absolutely.” 
 
On the labor situation in the NFL 
“That is different in the fact of that is something that none of us have ever been through before, obviously. This is something that hopefully when it comes, 
when it dwindles down to it — last time we didn’t have a deal done and we got one done in the last minute. So, that is what I am hoping for that, that 
happens. You know, if it does not — that is why we try to do our best as players to plan for the worst and hope for the best.” 
 
On his level of hope that a deal gets done with the CBA 
“I think it will get done sooner. I don’t know about sooner, but I think one will get done because at the end of the day there are a lot of things that this game 
has been able to produce. Ratings are probably at an all-time high, sponsorships at an all-time high, earnings and what the game is bringing in is at an all-
time high and the fans love this game. So, to do anything to alienate them would not be a smart business move, so I think at the end of the day we will get 
something done.” 
 
On the possibility of an 18-game season 
“I think one of the things we look at is how many guys are on IR, probably from every team, in a 16-game (season). You are talking about the concussions 
are going up, slowing down the defenses so we have to think before we hit people and all that stuff. The injuries will continue to climb of you have more 
games, I believe. So, with that being said, adding two more games to what we already ask our bodies to do, safety-wise for the players, I don’t see that as 
being something where every (player) would stand up and raise his hands and say, ‘Let’s do it.’” 
 
 


