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DENVER BRONCOS COO JOE ELLIS 
 
Opening comments 
“Good morning. I thank everybody for being here this morning. (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen) asked me to come down and speak to you today regarding 
yesterday’s announcement that Josh McDaniels is no longer our head coach and Eric Studesville will take over as the interim head coach for the next four 
weeks. Yesterday’s decision was a difficult one for Mr. Bowlen and one that he did not take lightly. I think two of his greatest attributes as a person are his 
kindness and his humility and those entered into his decision process yesterday and throughout the past several days. But, ultimately he felt like it was in the 
best interest of our organization and in the best interest, frankly of Josh McDaniels and his family, to make a decision and move forward with a new coach at 
this time. 
 
“His statement yesterday, I think best articulates his thoughts on the matter. I understand and respect that you’ll have a lot of questions here today and I’ll do 
my best to answer them. I want to forewarn you that there may be some subjects that I can’t go into too deeply and I hope you respect that. Our goal is to 
finish the year on a promising note and make our fans proud of our team. That’s what we intend to do. We appreciate their passion and support. I will tell 
you, I don’t think it’s ever been greater, in terms of passion — that is for sure. Eric will speak to you in a few minutes — he’s been a quality assistant coach in 
the National Football League for the past nine-plus years. He brings a lot of passion, a lot of energy and a lot of positive attributes to the job. He’ll have the 
support and trust of his players and his fellow coaches and we’ll do our best — and he will do his best — to make this organization proud and make our team 
and our town proud for the next four weeks. The last thing I want to say is this, Mr. Bowlen recognizes, I recognize and everybody in our organization 
recognized that we have a lot of work to do to restore the integrity of our organization and the trust that the fans have in this organization. And, me, standing 
up here and delivering those words won’t do that. What will do that is action, and that is what we intend to take and that starts today. At this time, let me 
introduce to you Eric Studesville, the interim head coach of the Denver Broncos.” 

 
DENVER BRONCOS INTERIM HEAD COACH ERIC STUDESVILLE 
 
Opening comments 
“Good morning, I am very appreciative of the opportunity that Mr. Bowlen and (COO) Joe (Ellis) and the Broncos’ organization has given me. The 
circumstances that have brought us here to this point today are unfortunate, but we are here. One of the things that we have to do is address that. I’m 
excited about this opportunity; I’m ready to go to work. Denver is a fantastic sports town. In the short time that my wife and our daughter Sydni — Stacy and 
Syndi — have been here we have come to find out how important this team is to the city of Denver. We want to do everything we can to make the city and 
the fans proud of this team and where we want to go and what we want to do. We have a quality group of players, coaches and staff in this organization — it 
is first class. We’re going to ask those players, coaches and staff to continue to give their greatest effort and to make their greatest commitment to the most 
important thing, which is us finishing this season in a positive way that will make Mr. Bowlen and the fans proud of the product we’re going to put on the field. 
A change has been made and with change comes adjustments. We’re going to do some things differently – we’re not going to completely scrap everything 
but we are going to do some things different but always with the end result in mind which is putting our football team in the best possible position to win 
football games. At the end of the day, that is what we’re going to do. Our expectation will be excellence, our expectation will be effort. I think Mr. Bowlen 
deserves that and I think the fans of Denver deserve that, and with that I will take any questions that anyone has.” 
 
On why he was selected as interim coach 
“The conversation we had was that they were happy with the performance since I’ve been here, although it’s been a short time. I was humbled and honored 
by their conversation with me and asking me to take over this position. I try to come to work every day and work as hard as I can and be a positive influence 
on everything that I am around. I hope that was what they saw in that conversation.” 
 
On what he will do differently than Josh McDaniels 
“We’re going to make some small adjustments. There are going to be some different things in our day-to-day operations of things with the intent of — we 
want to do some small things that pay dividends for us, that make a difference. I want our players to be excited walking into the building. I want them to enjoy 
being here. I love this game; I want them to love this game. I want them to enjoy being here and playing. We play and work for a fantastic organization and 
we’re going to embrace that and we’re going to play with that thought in our minds as we go through and we will do little things. But, I want to get the 
excitement back in our players and get them completely involved and committed to going forward and finishing up this season in the strongest possible way.” 
 
On whether he was told he would have the opportunity to be the permanent head coach 
“That conversation hasn’t been had and that’s not something for me to worry about. This is a tremendous opportunity for me right now, for these four games 
and that is what I know right now. We’re going to go to work this week on the Arizona Cardinals. My complete focus is on getting the football team ready to 
put our best product out on the field this weekend.” 
 
On who will call offensive plays 
“Mike McCoy is going to call the offense. We had a conversation last night. Mike McCoy is going to call the offense; he’s going to take it over. Everyone else 
is going to remain in their roles. I felt great confidence in Mike and his ability having worked and been with him here for 11 months and his ability to do that 
and I think that is the best situation for our offense with continuity for the quarterback and what we’re doing going forward.” 



 

Denver Broncos Press Conference Quotes 
Tuesday, Dec. 7, 2010 

© 2010 Denver Broncos Football Club.  All rights reserved.  The individual quotes cited above may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other fair uses as defined by 
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.  Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a fair use as defined by Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

  

On whether he was surprised when he was told he was offered the interim head coaching position 
“Surprised and humbled and honored. I absolutely want to do this. You aspire in anything you do to rise to the very top of what it is. There is no greater 
position in the game of football than a head football coach in the National Football League. To be representing one of 32 organizations and certainly one of 
the winningest organizations is an incredible honor for me and something I am very proud and I take with a lot of responsibility to go forward.” 
 
On why he thought he was chosen to be the interim head coach 
“I don’t know. I was picked and I accepted the responsibility of doing this. We are going to work together. I think even those individuals that we have on the 
staff, I visited with everyone on the staff and they’ve indicated that they’re all on board into moving forward and we have to become a unified front to get 
ready to get our football team ready to go this Sunday in Arizona.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow 
“We’re going to evaluate everything with all of our players — not just Tim. Tim is an integral part of our team and has been a productive part this season for 
us. If there is a place for any player on the team where we feel like he gives the best chance to be successful this weekend in Arizona, then we are going to 
utilize that, whatever that is. We are just going to evaluate every player and every situation as we go forward.”” 
 
On who the starting quarterback will be this week 
“Kyle Orton will be starting.” 
 
On whether he has spoken with Josh McDaniels 
“I visited with Josh last night. We had a great conversation. I have nothing but the highest regard for Josh. He gave me the opportunity to come here to 
Denver, and we had a fantastic conversation. He wished me the best of luck and supported me in what I am getting ready to take on and indicated that he 
is proud of me and happy for the selection.” 
 
On the relationships between players and coaches 
“I think what we have to do is to continue to develop those relationships. We have great coaches that interact with our players. Our players interact great with 
our coaches. I want those coaches to interact the same way they’ve been doing. We are not going to change anything; we’re going to get a positive 
environment. We are going to get these players fired up and excited about walking in the doors of this building and embracing the great opportunity that they 
have to come and play for the Denver Broncos.” 
 
On whether he senses that players have not been excited 
“No, I don’t feel that way. What I feel is that we have to embrace this opportunity of getting these players. With change, there’s always apprehension. Things 
are going to be new so we’re going to have to cross those bridges as fast as we can. Get across them and convince the players and talk to them and get 
them to say, “Hey, we are ready to go. Are you in?” I talked to a number of players last night and this morning and they’ve indicated that they’re on board, 
they are ready to go. We have fantastic players on this team — high character guys, top-notch people and I’m looking forward to getting to work with them 
and let’s get ready to go to Arizona.” 
 
On his coaching style 
“I try to be the best me I can. I’m not going to try and be somebody else. I’m not going to try and be something I am not. I am very passionate about this 
game, I love this game, this game is fantastic to me. It’s been a part of my life for a long time. I love coming to work every day. I am passionate about this. I 
love being around the players. The interaction with the players — there is nothing better to me and I want them to feel that from me. I need to get that back 
from them because that’s what keeps me going on a daily basis, and I think this is just an enhanced version of what I have done with the running backs. I 
just now have the whole team.” 
 
On whether he is ready for this opportunity 
“Absolutely, absolutely.” 
 
On whether he takes anything from his experiences with an interim coach in Buffalo 
“Absolutely, I called Perry (Fewell) last night as a matter of fact and talked to him. He laughed at me when he picked up the phone, but he said he was very 
supportive and he gave me some words of encouragement and told me to be myself, which is who I probably know the best. But, that experience has given 
me some things to draw on as a quick transition and we go forward from there.” 
 
On what he will tell the team in the team meeting tomorrow 
“I don’t have it all the way planned out yet. The first thing we’re going to do is we are going to get the entire team in here and we are going to talk about what 
the plan is going forward. We are going to give them an outstanding plan, continue the preparation that we have gotten to this point. In the first 12 weeks we 
prepared our team in a fantastic way for games. Get them to believe in the game plan, get them confident in what we are going to do on the practice field, 
and then take our team down to Arizona and we’re going to play as hard as we can for 60 minutes and see what happens.” 
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On whether he plans to run the ball more 
“I want to do whatever is going to help us win football games, whatever that is. That is the bottom line — we want to put a product on the field that is going to 
help us win football games. If that is running the ball, we want to do that effectively. If it is throwing the football, we want to do that effectively. We’re going to 
need a complete effort from everybody — offense, defense and kicking. We are going to need everybody, every player that we have, we are going to need 
all hands on deck and let’s go to work.” 
 
On the players’ reactions him being named interim head coach 
“Supportive — It was support. I talked to the captains last night, I talked to some other players, I talked to a number of players that have been in the building 
here today and they’ve all been incredibly supportive. They’ve been positive and they’re ready to go to work and so am I. That is what we are looking forward 
to.” 
 
On what veteran players have told him about what they would like to see moving forward 
“We’re going to visit with the captains more tomorrow morning so I can sit down and get those guys face-to-face. Again, I have touched base with a lot of the 
players and as we’re going forward, we’re going to put a plan together as a staff. We are certainly going to take input from those captains and from those 
veteran players and combine the whole thing and put it in to give our team what we feel like gives us the best chance to be successful on Sunday.” 
 
On creating an exciting environment 
“I just think, for me, I’m a passionate person about this. I want them to see my excitement about this opportunity that I am undertaking and I want them to be 
excited and understand that I have complete trust and belief in them. When I say excitement that is what I am talking about. I want them to feel that we are 
very, very fortunate to be able to do this and to do this in this place.” 
 
On restoring the organization’s integrity 
“I hope I can lead by example. I hope that what I do is based on integrity and the players see that in me, the fans see that in me and everyone sees that in 
me and how I carry myself and how I conduct and lead this team.” 
 
On whether the team is better than its 3-9 record 
“We’ve earned the record that we have right now. We’re not going to look back and go over any of those things. That is what we are. I am excited as I can be 
about these next four games, in particularly this upcoming game in Arizona. That’s where my entire focus is right now and what we are going to focus this 
team on, and we’ll worry about everything else after that.” 
 
On whether he views this as a four-game audition for the head coaching job 
“I see this as a great opportunity right now, right here that I’m looking to maximize. All I can do is my best in all I can right here, right now, and that’s what it is 
going to be. Whatever happens after that, time will get us there. But, right now I am happy to be standing right here. There’s no other place I’d rather be than 
right here, right now.” 
 
On whether he expected to be named interim head coach when he woke up yesterday morning 
“No sir. It was quite a shock. Josh came in and notified the staff that he was no longer going to be the head coach. As a staff, we kind of all split up and went 
down into our offices. Mr. Bowlen asked to speak with me and I went down and was able to have a conversation with (COO) Joe (Ellis) and Mr. Bowlen. 
They offered me the interim head coaching position. I was extremely nervous, but opportunities in life like this don’t come along every day and this is a 
tremendous opportunity with tremendous people in a tremendous place and I felt like I knew I had to grasp this opportunity.” 
 
On whether he expected to be offered the position when he was called to Mr. Bowlen’s office 
“No, I did not. I had no idea what was going to happen. (Laughing) There were a lot of thoughts going through my mind at that point in time.” 
 
On whether he knows what to expect on Sunday in his first experience as a head coach 
“Some idea? Yes. A complete idea? Probably not. But, I have a tremendous support staff around me of coaches and in this building. I receive tremendous 
support from everybody in the last day and a half and I’m going to lean on those individuals and utilize their skills and their talents to help me where I may 
not be as strong in something or I may not know something, and that’s what this is. This is a team. The entire building is a team, not just the players that go 
on the field. This entire organization is a team and we have to bring everybody into this and we’re going to use everybody and all their skills and talents and 
everyone is critical to our success.” 
 
On making critical head-coaching calls in game situations 
“That’s what we’re going to do during the week. Our preparation for this week isn’t going to change. We are going to do the same things we have been doing 
to this point as football coaches, which is discuss all the decisions that need to be made in critical situations in the game, whatever that is. We’ll have that 
planned out as part of our game plan. So, going into the game we will already have those things pinpointed that we want to do and we talk through those 
scenarios. That is what we do as coaches.” 
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On how can relieve some of the anxiety that may exist with the players 
“I think the only thing that I can do is entrust these coaches, who are fantastic coaches, to do what they do — coach these players and get these players 
ready to play. Any of the other things that have happened don’t have anything to do with me. I’m not going to concern myself with that. I am going to concern 
myself with getting this football team ready to go this Sunday in Arizona and I am going to utilize coaches and their skills to do that and we are going to get 
these players ready to go.” 
 
On whether the assistant coaches were utilized enough under Josh McDaniels 
“I think Josh had a tremendous system and he did it how he thought was right way to do it. I was a part of that. I believe that was the right way at that time, 
yes.” 
 
On how comfortable he is with the rest of the coaching staff 
“I visited with each coach last night individually. I went around and talked to them because I wanted to make sure they knew where I was coming from and I 
could hear any concern that they may have or get rid of any concerns that I might have. I am 100 percent confident in every coach on this staff that they are 
committed to getting this team prepared in their each  individual groups to put their best game plan together to take this team on the field on Sunday and 
play a football game.” 
 
On the importance of being honest with the players 
“I am who I am and these players have been around me for 11 months. They have seen me on a daily basis. I have seen them on a daily basis. We have 
seen the good and bad from each other at times. I want these players to know that is not going to change. I am who I am. I am who I am. I know how to do 
this (be myself). I know how to do this and I am going to continue to do that the best I can. I hope that they will feel that if they need come to me for 
something, they can come to me. I’m going to tell them what I can as truthful as I can and if I can’t then I will tell them that also. I have a tremendous amount 
of respect for the players in this league and particularly on this team and I think they deserve to be respected. I will respect them, and we will expect it in 
return as coaches and as an organization. I think that’s the only way to really do things.” 
 
On whether he will still coach running backs 
“I’m going to need to be involved with everything. Certainly, (Offensive Coordinator) Mike McCoy is going to handle the offense, (Defensive Coordinator Don) 
‘Wink’ (Martindale) will continue to handle the defense. I have great confidence in his ability with the defense. I think he has done a nice job for us this year. 
(Special Teams Coach) Mike Priefer will continue to handle the special teams. I will be involved in what the game plans are, but I am not going to try and 
come in and call the defense. I am not going to call the special teams or coach those things. I’m going to try to manage the entire team, the entire structure 
and function of what we are doing and I am going to oversee everything.” 
 
On where he will be in practice 
“I’m going to be all over, but my eyes will always be on the running backs. I can’t help that. That is what I do, so I will watch them and make sure that (RB) 
Knowshon (Moreno) has still got a watchful eye over the top of him” 
 
On whether anybody else will oversee running backs 
“We’re going to have (Coaching Assistant) Brian Callahan help out there and move forward with that.” 
 
On whether Mr. Bowlen gave him a list of things to accomplish this month 
“No, the list is growing longer by the moment. There are lot of things that I have to handle, and I’m getting used to those things now. Mr. Bowlen pledged his 
support and whatever he needed to do for me to support me he would do and encouraged me and patted me on the back and off we went. It is time to go to 
work.” 
 
On whether he had any hesitation about taking the job 
“I didn’t answer immediately, ‘Yes.’ I had to think about it — but not that I didn’t want the opportunity. This is a tremendous undertaking and it is a 
tremendous responsibility. I welcome that opportunity; I’m prepared for that opportunity. I’m ready for that opportunity. I have a tremendous staff upstairs that 
is working on our game plan already and support staff in the building. With any major decision I think you need to step back sometimes and look at it and 
make sure it’s right for you. I’m honored that they considered me for this position. I didn’t want to accept it lightly. I don’t, and I’m fully committed to it and 
ready to move forward.” 
 
On how long it took him to accept the position 
“Long enough to call my wife and see if she was alright with this. She said, “Let’s go.” 
 
On whether there were things he wanted to implement under Josh McDaniels that he plans to move forward with 
“No, when you work as an assistant coach for a head coach, you have that option to say things. Josh had an incredibly strong vision, one that he was very 
passionate about, and I believed in that vision. Going forward, change has come and with change comes adjustments, so there will be things that I may do a 
little bit different, but at that point in time I was fully committed to Josh and what he was doing with the organization and with this team.” 
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On Josh McDaniels’ legacy 
“That’s a question for someone else to answer. My focus is on what I have to do this week. That is an answer for someone else.” 
 
On the fans of the Denver Broncos and their impact on the team 
“Right now, my No. 1 focus for the fans is to put a product on the field that they can be proud of. I think that might be the No. 1 thing that we can do. This is 
what I am (putting) all my attention and my effort (into) right now. This community has been fantastic to my wife Staci and me. It has been tremendous, and 
the excitement that the fans have when you walk in INVESCO (Field at Mile High) and you see all that orange in there and everybody is hollering and 
screaming and it is loud at the end of the game, that is what football is about. This is a fantastic environment.  Players love to play here, coaches love to 
coach here, and I think the best thing I can do is get these players ready to go and let’s put a great product out on the field that they can really be proud of 
and they can really get behind.” 

 
DENVER BRONCOS COO JOE ELLIS 
 
On whether the videotaping incident was the cause of Josh McDaniels being relieved of his head coaching duties 
“It was one of several factors and it was just a culmination of factors that led to (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen’s decision.” 
 
On the timing of the decision 
“What I think happened was that (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen) looked at everything and assessed everything and came to the conclusion probably 
sometime Sunday night that he was going to make a change. He had resisted that — he had a lot of respect for Josh (McDaniels), fondness for Josh and 
appreciated everything (Josh) did for him. But in the end, I think all of the factors, a culmination of the events were too much and he felt that a change had to 
be made, and there wasn’t any point at that point of delaying it. He thought it was in the best interest of the organization at this time yesterday to move 
forward — and that would be best not only for the organization, but for Josh and his family too.” 
 
On the factors that led into the dismissal of Josh McDaniels 
“There is a lot of speculation into the various factors and many of you in this room have laid those out. I’m not going to get into any more specifics. I told you 
that the (videotaping) incident was part of it, but there were a multitude of things and I don’t think it’s fair to Josh or anyone else on the staff to get into that. 
As I said, it was a culmination of things and we’re moving forward.” 
 
On why the news was finalized late in the day 
“I think (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen) just wanted to be clear how he was going to proceed. He wanted to bounce it off myself. We had long conversations 
and he was very thoughtful about it. I said at the beginning, (Mr. Bowlen) is a man of humility and kindness and I think it was hard for him. He said yesterday 
to Josh that it was the hardest decision of this kind that he’s ever had to make. He hasn’t had to make a lot of them. But, I’m speaking for him (and he) 
struggled with it yesterday a little bit and end of the day though, he had to do what was best for his organization and the fans. So, that just happened when it 
happened” 
 
On whether Josh McDaniels was given too much responsibility 
“I think the responsibilities that he was burdened with — it’s fair to say that we probably burdened him with too much of that and we were unfair to him in that 
respect. We certainly need to assess that and look at that moving forward, there’s no question about that.” 
 
On whether the plan was for Josh McDaniels to be given as much responsibility as he received and how that will be handled going forward 
“Well, the first part of the question is that I think it kind of evolved and grew into that. I take some responsibility on behalf of (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen), 
for allowing that to happen, perhaps. I think a lot of Josh’s vision and the way Pat had structured his organization in the past was something that at the end 
of the day, or during that time period, he wanted to see continue. In other words, having his head coach kind of oversee all of football operations. We started 
out with that not being the intent, but it ended up being that way to some extent. Josh had a lot of help from a lot of people, there’s no question about that. 
But, moving forward now, I think it’s important that — and we have some time here to look at this and I’m not going to speak to the structure moving forward 
in definite terms — but we have to evaluate that and we have to come forward for our fans and everybody. I understand that you’re going to be distributing 
the message and (letting the fans) know what the plan is. It’s very likely that the plan will not empower the next head coach with the kind of authority that 
Josh probably unfairly had put upon him. It’s also fair to say to say that we’ll stick to that plan.” 
 
On whether the videotaping incident was a fireable offense and how it affects Josh McDaniels’ termination agreement 
“Well, I’m not going to speak to the particulars of his contract or the severance settlement agreement that we do with (and) employee when they leave the 
organization. That’s not fair — that’s always a private matter between the employee and the organization and it will stay that way. You may hear some other 
things from outside people, but you’re not going to hear it from anybody inside this building. So, I’m not going to readdress that or speak to that at this time. I 
don’t think that’s fair to anybody.” 
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On whether he stands by the statements he made via conference call regarding the videotaping incident  
“What I said at the time, was where we were on that Saturday. There were (several) factors that went into (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen’s decision and if you 
add them all up, it was just too overwhelming for Josh (McDaniels) and the organization to overcome, so the decision was made. But, I’m not going to single 
out that particular statement and retract on it. I don’t think I’m going to do that.” 
 
On the process of moving forward  
“Well, it started today with (Broncos Interim Head Coach) Eric (Studesville) and I hope people understand his enthusiasm and his positive energy and all of 
that which I talked about. I think that came across today. It will continue through the rest of the season in how the team performs. (Broncos Owner) Mr. 
Bowlen, myself, Eric and everybody has confidence in our coaches and our players to do the right thing — prepare themselves well this week and play hard 
on Sundays for the next four weeks. And then, we have an obligation to the community and our fans to roll out a plan. I’m not going to get into too many 
details today, like I said. But, that will be the next step. I don’t have an exact date on timing for any of you here right now — I’m sorry, but I don’t and Pat 
doesn’t either. I don’t think that’s going to solve everything either. I think it’s going to take some time. Like I said, it’s going to take some action and I’m 
hopeful that the fans and the community will accept and buy into what we try to do as we do it and I hope they understand Eric’s passion for what he’s going 
to do today and how he’s going to represent the organization and then we’ll go from there. We have a long way to go; we have a long way to go.” 
On whether he views the team as a rebuilding project 
“I don’t want to speak to that. I think that’s for people with the appropriate football expertise, in terms of the team on the field and all of that. From an 
organizational standpoint — like I said, we have some things we have to restore and rebuild, sure.” 
 
On whether he views the Broncos’ head coaching position as an attractive job to candidates 
“Yes, I do and I don’t think the fact that we’re paying who we’re paying or the players and coaches that are here is going to detract from this being an 
attractive job. I believe that it is an attractive job and I believe that we can set up a structure that’s attractive to the next candidate and move forward — so 
does (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen. I understand what this has done to the organization. Mr. Bowlen understands that, but I think there are plenty of people 
that would be interested in this job, yes.” 
 
On whether Broncos Interim Head Coach Eric Studesville will be considered for the job at the end of the season 
“Eric has a four-week audition. Every interim coach has that. I think he realized that when he left, went and called (his wife), Staci and came back 15 minutes 
later.” 
 
On whether the organization will go through the coaching-search process differently than last time 
“We haven’t thought that far ahead. Really, we’ve just gotten to where we got to yesterday, which was a change of coaches and bringing (Broncos Interim 
Head Coach) Eric (Studesville) on. When we have information on that, and we will be as forthcoming as we can be. But again, we have four games to play 
and Eric has a tall order here and I think his coaches and players will respond and then we’ll get back to process going forward when we can.” 
 
On whether the team is further away from winning a Super Bowl now than they were two years ago when Josh McDaniels was hired 
“I don’t know — that’s the ultimate goal, and certainly we’re two years later. Based on where we are, that’s just a fact. We have to get back to business and 
try to get that plan — which is everybody’s plan — back on track and I can’t put a timeframe on that. I don’t know how to quite address that accurately.” 
 
On an outline for the process going forward 
“We’re going to consider everything and I don’t have an outline for you. As I said, (Broncos Owner) Pat made a decision yesterday that he thought long and 
hard about — and he hasn’t thought about too much moving forward at this point. That (process) started last night with (Broncos Interim Head Coach) Eric 
(Studesville) getting on board to lead us for last four games. When we have that information and when we can release it, we will. That’s just one of those 
questions — and I know there are a lot of them out here about, ‘How are you going to proceed forward?’ Right now, we’re in the process of figuring that out 
and when we do, we’ll advise everybody so we can let our fans know.” 
 
On whether John Elway will have a role with the team going forward 
“John is working with us as a consultant right now on the business side. One of the things that (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen) asked him to do was come 
back in the building and get involved with the team. He’s been at practices and in the course of meetings we have on the business side, he’s shared 
thoughts about the team (and) he’s expressed an interest to some of you in the room. I don’t take that lightly and Pat doesn’t take that lightly, that’s for sure. 
The conversations we’ve had with John clearly indicate one thing, and that is he loves the Broncos and he loves Denver and he wants to help if he can. Pat 
has a great deal of respect for that and so do I. I don’t know where that’s going to go, if anywhere, I really don’t. But, I respect the fact that he’s interested in 
helping the Broncos. He has a lot of qualities that perhaps could lend themselves to helping the Broncos. But, I don’t know if that’s going to advance at this 
point or not — I don’t.” 
 
On why Eric Studesville was selected as the Broncos’ Interim Head Coach 
“We talked to a few people in the organization and I hope you saw his passion, his presence and his enthusiasm. And as he said, when he came down the 
hall, he wasn’t sure what was going to happen. When he was asked if he was interested in being the Interim Head Coach of the Denver Broncos, I think it 
was like a baseball bat had hit him right between the eyes. But, he gathered himself and talked to (his wife) Staci and he’s here today. And, it’s for those 
reasons that I think he exemplified here on the stage and he’s going to be a good leader for our squad for the last four weeks. I do think the coaches will rally 
around him and so will the players.” 
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On the importance of having a strong talent evaluator on the football operations’ staff 
“You want to get the best possible people in to evaluate talent and you want to get the best possible players in here. I think we have some people that are 
capable of that internally, and if we go externally to that down the road, we’ll see. Again, I don’t want to go too far down the line there. We haven’t given that 
a lot of thought, given what we just went though the last several days. We’re going to evaluate everything, as well we should, and that’s the expectation of 
fans that’s what (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen understands we have to do, so that’s what we’ll do.” 
 
On whether he knows what the football operations structure will look like going forward 
“I don’t. Again, we haven’t given it a lot of thought, but we certainly will moving forward. I want to re-emphasize that we have four games to play and 
everybody in this building is intent with doing the best we can — starting with (Broncos Interim Head Coach) Eric (Studesville) and his support staff, his 
coaching staff and all the players. That’s part and parcel of what our focus is going to be for the next couple of weeks.”  
 
On whether it’s fair to say that the organization has not identified who will select the next head coach yet 
“That is fair to say. We haven’t determined anything.” 
On whether the team has started its coaching-search process 
“(We) have not. I know I read something this morning in (the newspapers) on certain names and everything like that — that hasn’t even begun to happen.” 
 
On whether John Elway will have input in the coaching-search process 
“The answer is: I don’t know yet.” 
 
On whether the Broncos have contacted any potential coaches 
“No, we have not. We haven’t done that.” 
 
On the organization’s plans for QB Tim Tebow 
“I understand the fans’ passion about that. (Broncos Interim Head Coach) Eric (Studesville) gets to assemble his staff and make that decision. (Broncos 
Owner) Pat (Bowlen) has never made a decision like that, or asked a coach to play a certain player and I don’t think he’ll ask that of Eric. We’ll see what 
Tim’s role is down the road. Eric will handle that.” 
 
On whether the success of other interim head coaches around the NFL factored into the decision to make a coaching change 
“I don’t think so — I think it was (Broncos Owner) Mr. Bowlen understanding that the time had come and there was no use prolonging it. It wouldn’t be fair to 
the fans, to our organization and it certainly wouldn’t have been fair to Josh (McDaniels) to continue on once he had his mind made up. That’s what 
happened — I don’t think he took into account the success of interim coaches. I don’t think that entered (into) his decisions.” 
 
On General Manager Brian Xanders 
“Brian is still here, I talked to him this morning and he understands the situation. He’s been helpful in this process — I’ll be frank with you — he went through 
it a few times in Atlanta when he was there. So, he gave us some good guidance. Brian loves working here, he loves the Broncos and I told him he just 
needs to keep plugging away and working hard and helping us. That’s what he’s committed to do and we’ll see where things go at the end of the year.” 
 
On his input when hiring Josh McDaniels 
“I want to make it clear — (Broncos Owner) Pat (Bowlen) made the decision. He had his mind made up (to hire) Josh (McDaniels) fairly quickly. Everybody in 
that room, which included three other people: Brian Xanders and the two Goodmans (Jim and Jeff), at the time — and myself understood Pat’s excitement 
about Josh. Now, I then went back to Providence (R.I.), because there were a lot of things that we had to go through before we made the final hire — a lot of 
administrative details. That was really the point of the second visit back then. But, I’ll be frank, and I was as excited. I said this to Josh yesterday — I said, 
‘I’m disappointed that it didn’t work out for you. But, you’re going to be a good coach and unfortunately it’s going be somewhere else.’ I believe that, I do. I 
think he’ll grow from this and learn from it. His intellectual mind, when it comes to football — I think a lot of players and coaches would agree with this — is 
superior and it’s terrific. Other things will come into play for him as he gets older and wiser and he’ll be a terrific coach in this league. I’m sorry that it’s not 
here.” 
 
On why Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen isn’t present to discuss the coaching change 
“Pat asked me to come down. He’s at a point in his life where he’s humble and modest about who he is and he wants to just take a step back and let 
somebody else run the day-to-day operations. Several of us, whether it was Josh (McDaniels), myself or others in the organization will bring decisions and 
recommendations to Pat, but ultimately the decision has to be with him. He’s not here because he’s asked me to be here on his behalf. I accept the 
responsibility, and I also accept the fact that he’s trusted with me a lot of — if not all — of the day-to-day operations of the organization. There have been a 
lot of things that have happened to our organization that aren’t good and I feel partially — if not close to totally — responsible for a lot of that on his behalf. 
I’m here for him and I’m loyal to him. He’s been a good owner here for over 27 years. He’ll continue to be a good owner and nobody is more disappointed for 
him than I am. I think he’s mostly disappointed — not for himself — but for our fans. I hope people respect that.” 
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On whether attendance concerns factored into the decision to change coaches 
“We didn’t really weigh that so much. It was just more that all of the factors that were there piled up. I’m not going to get into specifics of those. There’s no 
need to do that, it’s just that (Broncos Owner) Pat knew, as I said, late Sunday night or maybe early Monday morning that this was a decision he had to 
make.” 
 
On whether Josh McDaniels had final say on personnel decisions 
“He did have final say on football matters. He received input from others and made decisions that he felt were in the best interest of the team. A lot of them 
didn’t work out and he accepted that. It’s too bad a lot of it happened the way it did, but it’s over. You can’t rewind the tape, so we have to move forward.” 
 
On whether there was thought about changing the football operations structure and keeping Josh McDaniels as the head coach 
“I don’t know — there may have been some consideration of that, but I think the goal would have been to get him some more help, because we weren’t 
doing a good enough job for him. I think he was burdened by so much that’s behind the head coaching job today and that was unfair for us to let that happen 
to him.” 
 
On the financial ramifications of the coaching change 
“Like I said earlier, we don’t discuss any termination agreements that we have with anybody, whether it’s a coach or another employee. That’s not something 
we do. You’ll hear (things), I think, from other people, but it won’t be from anybody inside this organization.” 
 
On Broncos Owner Pat Bowlen’s interview with AOL Fanhouse and the subsequent statement that the team released tempering his comments 
“I think that Pat, when he was speaking to (the reporter), (he) was just doing that out of kindness and concern and trying to protect Josh. I think when he 
revisited that, he realized that he has a constituency out here that he has to be responsible to that are invested in the team emotionally and otherwise — 
that’s our community and our fans and so he tempered his remarks through that statement.” 
 
On whether the Broncos will be handicapped by paying two former head coaches in 2011 
“Well, my answer to that is that I think it’s our problem and the fans don’t want to be burdened with that problem. It’s our problem to solve that. If we have to 
pay eight coaches, that’s too bad for us — we better do something about getting it right. So, that’s what we’re going to set out to do.” 
 
On whether it is possible that further details could emerge about the videotaping incident 
“I don’t know. You would have to ask the league, I don’t know that.” 
 
 
 
 


