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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“We started St. Louis (preparation) this morning, and this is, in my opinion, one of the very well-coached football teams that we are going to play. I have a 
great deal of respect for (St. Louis Head Coach) Coach (Steve) Spagnuolo. I have faced him in the past as a coordinator and his teams always strike me that 
they take away what you try to do best and force you to beat them a different way, and they usually accomplish that. If you can take away a strength of team 
each week and force them to find different ways to try and be successful, I think it gives your team a great chance to win. They are certainly on the right track 
(and) they have been very competitive in basically every game. They have been in a lot of close games — lost to Oakland close, beat San Diego. They are 
in second place in their division, and they are fighting for an opportunity to play in the playoffs, too. So, they have some young players on their football team 
that are performing very well for them right now. We talked yesterday about (St. Louis QB) Sam Bradford — he is definitely getting better and better each 
week. He runs their offense very effectively, gets the ball out, very accurate thrower of the football, and they do a god job of taking care of the ball. (St. Louis 
RB Steven) Jackson, we talked to the team this morning, I think he has gained more yards from scrimmage than any player in the NFL since 2006. He was 
their leading receiver last year with over 50 catches, very dangerous player, good runner, tough runner inside, plays a role for them in the passing game, and 
certainly a guy we are going to have to try and limit this weekend. (St. Louis WR Danny) Amendola — kind of an unsung hero, a guy that I don’t know if 
many people know about him, but our team certainly does now. (He is) one of the better return men we will play all year, and I think he is second in the 
league in third-down receptions and first in red area receptions. So, he is a guy that we are going to have to be aware of. When the situation is critical, they 
usually look for him and he is usually a very big part of their scheme. Defensively, this is a team that pressures creatively. I think they are tied or second in 
the league in sacks at this point, and that is a lot of different ways. They have two good (pass rushers) — (St. Louis DE James) Hall and (DE Chris) Long 
both rush the passer very well, have great effort and play plays until they are finished and usually get production out of that, and then they blitz more 
secondary defenders — safeties, corners, nickel backs — probably more than any team we have played so far this season. And, they do a good job of 
scheming their pressures to try and attack your protections and your quarterback. So, this is a team that has gotten off to fast starts — I think they have 
scored first in seven of their 10 games. They have allowed the fewest points in the first quarter all season by any team in the National Football League. They 
have only turned the ball over twice in the last five games, which is the fewest in the league; so it is going to be a big challenge for us in every phase, and we 
are excited for our preparation to begin today.” 
 
On Denver’s defense 
“Consistency is a word we have talked a lot about in the last month or so, and I think that is really applicable to more than one phase of our team. Two 
weeks ago, we played pretty well in many ways in all three phases, and then the other night we certainly didn’t bring that consistency to the ball game in San 
Diego. We are capable and we know that. We have played good football against good teams this season, but our ability to remain consistent and play that 
way each week is a challenge. A part of that is because we play good people each week and they have a good plan, a good scheme and good players; but if 
we want to win and maintain some success on defense, offense, or in the kicking game, you are going to have to be more consistent than we have been.” 
 
On whether age plays a positive or negative role on defense 
“They have played good football, and, like everybody, they have made their share of mistakes too. I don’t think we have lost confidence in any of our players 
on our team in any phase or any side of the ball, and they have been productive. Any time you have players who have experience, you need to monitor them 
and manage their reps sometimes, and we have tried to do some of that with some players on and off during the course of the season during practice. (DT) 
Jamal (Williams) has taken practices off, and we have certainly done the same thing with (CB) Champ (Bailey), (S) Brian (Dawkins), (S) Renaldo (Hill) and 
(TE) Daniel Graham. We try to monitor that and make sure that they have their best performances on Sunday.”  
 
On QB Kyle Orton’s role in a close game 
“I think any time you are talking about close games, somebody can take your leadership role in trying to help make plays in those situations, but nobody is 
going to make plays on their own. His ability to inspire our group offensively to play its best football late in the game — that is what he can do. He has done 
that before, and we need to continue to try and push to get the best out of our team, whatever side of the ball we are talking about. But, in terms of Kyle’s 
role, that is one of the things he can do. Like I said, he can’t make them on his own, but he can try to put us in the best position possible and make every 
play — when those critical situations are there — make those plays count. That is what we have to do if we are going to win those close ones.” 
 
On whether any quarterbacks in the NFL can lead on their own when the game is close 
“They can’t block them, they can’t run routes, they can’t pick up the blitz on their own; they can orchestrate the thing and try to put our players in the best 
position to be successful and then make the critical throw and do their job once the play has begun. I think that is a part of it, but the overall ability to lead 
and inspire guys to play their best football at that point in the game — that is always a critical element for any team and there are leaders on both sides of 
the ball to have to do that. They have to step up and help our team play better in those situations.” 
 
On Orton’s ability to lead his team late in the game 
“Yeah, he can do it. He has done it before. He did it in Tennessee (and) did a number of times last year in close games. There are a lot of different reasons 
why you may or may not close out a game or something happens to change that. I think that during the course of a year there are a lot of factors that go into 
that.” 
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On the challenge of getting more balance on offense 
“I think the way you execute early in the game and the fact that you take a lead is important. If you execute well and you have a lead, it doesn’t matter how 
you go the lead — if you threw it 30 times in a row and you have a big lead, then you are going to run it 20 or 25 times in the second half and you will end up 
balanced. In the Kansas City game, I believe we threw it a lot more early and ran it a lot more as the game went on. Like I said, there are different ways to go 
about that. You can try to establish something early in the game or you can try to do something that you feel is a strength, try to gain control of the game, 
and then  go ahead and maintain your balance as the game goes on and run it a little bit more than you throw it, which is always a good formula. So, I think 
getting out in front and playing good football early in the game is always critical to you offensive balance and if we can do that more often on a consistent 
basis and stay out in front then I think the balance will kind of take care of itself.” 
 
On QB Tim Tebow 
“I think he is a young player in his first year and he is still learning every week, he is still trying to understand what goes into the preparation each week. Each 
team is so different. Like this team (St. Louis), for example, is so drastically different from the last so many we have played. They are not a 3-4 team, they 
blitz a lot differently than everybody else does, their coverage schemes are very unique to this team; so I think each week Tim has got to learn that every 
opponent presents a number of different challenges, and I think that in itself is a challenge for a young player but he does a good job of trying to work on 
that. He does well with the opportunities that he has in practice and he continues to work hard on his own game on his own time after practice and before 
practice and that is what you can ask of a young player. Now, in terms of putting him in the game if that ended up ever having to happen I would try to make 
the best decisions we could to give our team the best chance to win. Would it be everything that we ask Kyle to do? No. But, I don’t many backup 
quarterbacks in the league would have that said about them, that they are going to go in and we are going to do everything the same. We will try to cater to 
some of the things that we know he is going to do well and that is how we play the game and try to be effective doing it.” 
 
On what factors into RB Knowshon Moreno’s improvement  
“I think his overall ability to be out there has definitely helped his progress. He has been able to maintain a consistent work load in practice and get those full 
speed reps. He is running extremely hard during the week, which has allowed him to play the way that he has played the last few weeks. I know we didn’t 
play very well as a team the other day, but I thought Knowshon played extremely hard, run the football very effectively the other night with the opportunities 
that he had. I think he caught seven balls and did a lot with those too. He is starting to really take on the role that we envisioned for him to take on in the 
spring. He is just getting better each week, and I think he is — fresh may not be a great word to use at this point in the season, but because of some of the 
time he has missed has great energy and he is practicing at a really high level and that carries over into the games.” 
 


