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SAFETY BRIAN DAWKINS 
 
On what he’s seen from the team this week 
“I can just see in the guys — as far as their preparation — a sense of doing what we need to do to get to where we need to be and it starts this week. We 
know how bad (the game) felt last week and (we are) putting whatever we need to put forward as far as asking questions. There have been a lot of questions 
asked in the defensive meeting room making sure that everybody is on the same page so that we can go out and play a brand of football that we can hang 
our hats on.” 
 
On the team’s mindset going into Sunday’s game against San Francisco 
“I believe we have the right mindset to do what we’re supposed to do. That last game was different from any other game we’ve played this year. So, we don’t 
want anything like that to continue to be a part of who we are because that’s not us. The way that we can prove that (last week’s game) isn’t us is by doing 
our job this week — learning from our mistakes from last weeks — both mental mistakes, because we made a lot of those, and putting what we’re supposed 
to put on the football field for one another.” 
 
On the difficulty of being on the sidelines during a game 
“It’s very tough. I was not brought here and I’m not on the team to be our cheerleader. But, that was my duty — as far as I thought anyways — to do what I 
could for my teammates, whether it be on the sidelines telling them what I saw as far as different coverages, helping (CB) Nate (Jones) out as much as I 
could and pumping up the crowd when I could because that was all I could do at that point. It’ll be different this week.” 
 
On having himself and CB André Goodman back this week 
“I think when you’re able to go into the game and you have — not a full complement, because we’re still missing some guys — as close to a full complement 
of guys as possible, then there’s a comfort level that you have because you’ve played with those guys and you understand what they’re thinking and they 
understand what you’re thinking and how you’re going to play different things. With that being said, none of that matters if we don’t go out and execute. It 
doesn’t matter if everybody is back healthy, if we don’t go out and execute, communicate and play the game like we love to play it, instead of just playing it 
because it’s our job then it won’t be a fun trip.” 
 
On whether communication it easier between veterans 
“Absolutely. One of the pleasures that it has been to play with these guys is that we communicate so much before the snap. We’re basically calling out some 
of the things that are actually happening because we all watch film and we all see different things. When that is happening, the game has already slowed 
down and it slows down that much more for you as a defense. Hopefully we’ll get back to that communication and those young guys will see exactly what I’m 
talking about right now.” 
 
On looking forward to playing again after last Sunday’s game 
“When you have a loss, in general — especially a loss like we had (vs. Oakland) — if you’re a competitor and someone who loves to win and can’t stand to 
lose, then you can’t wait to get that taste out of your mouth. There’s a bad taste in all of our mouths right now and we’re chomping at the bit to go out and do 
what we’re supposed to do. Like I said, it’s not about talking, it’s about actions. If our actions show up, hopefully we’ll do what we’re supposed to do.” 


