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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“We signed (DL) Le Kevin Smith back to the roster today, we released (LB) Diyral Briggs and we have a practice squad spot open — we released (TE) Riar 
Geer, also. We started our preparation for San Francisco this morning. It’s a little bit of a different week for us. We’re on a Monday night-squeezed schedule 
here and (San Francisco) is another team that starts extremely fast. They’ve scored the second-highest number of points on the opening drive, other than 
the Saints. They’re another team that gets out in front and tries to play from ahead and they do a great job of doing that. They turn the ball over a bunch, 
defensively. They strip the football probably as well as any team in the league and they’ve won 22 of their last 24 games when they win the turnover margin, 
so that’s going to be a big point of emphasis for us. They’ve played in a lot of close games — five of their seven (games) this year have been by a 
touchdown or less and close to 70 percent of their games last year (were decided by a touchdown or less). So, they’ve been in a lot of close games — won 
some and lost some — but they’re used to playing in those types of ball games.  
 
“We think it’s a very, very talented roster with quite possibly the best (running back) we’ll play all year. (RB) Frank Gore has great vision and great patience. 
He’s a very explosive guy — he touches the ball a bunch, I think it’s 40 percent of their offensive plays so far this year that he’s been a part of. He’s gained 
more yards from scrimmage than any other player since 2006. So, we’ve got a lot of respect for him and the way they use him. (TE) Vernon Davis is an 
explosive tight end — probably the fastest one we’ll play all season. (He scored) 13 touchdowns last season and is a guy that does a lot of things at the tight 
end position that most tight ends don’t do. So, we’re going to have to be aware of him. They have a lot of other talented players that don’t touch (the ball) as 
much as (Gore and Davis). (WR Michael) Crabtree, (TE) Delanie Walker, (WR Josh) Morgan — they have a very good offensive line that is physical (and) 
comparable in our minds to the Jets’ in terms of the way they try to run the football. Their quarterback, who is mobile, can extend plays with his feet and has 
done a good job so far of doing that.  
 
“Defensively, this is probably as fast of defense that we’re going to play in the front-seven. They’re very disruptive in their front — (LB Patrick) Willis — if you 
don’t block him on every play, he usually makes every tackle. (He’s) as good a linebacker as I think there is playing right now in the league — inside. As I 
mentioned, they strip the ball a lot and their secondary is probably the best intercepting secondary that we’ll play. They had 21 (interceptions) last year, 
which led the league, and they do a great job of playing their zone defense, watching the quarterback and really making good breaks on the ball.  
 
“In the kicking game, (WR Ted Ginn Jr.) is as explosive of a return guy that we’ll play. He’s got sprinter-type speed and does a great job of getting to the 
edge in their punt return or kickoff return game. Both of their kickers are very, very good football players. (P Andy) Lee has a big leg and (K Joe) Nedney is 
very accurate as a field goal kicker, so it’ll be a big challenge for us in the kicking game as well. Our players are into the preparation and I think looking 
forward to the opportunity to going over (to London) and play a game in a different type of an atmosphere. It’s a unique trip for all of us and we’re excited 
about it.” 
 
On whether he had any initial concerns about playing a game in London 
“(There were) no concerns about whether we were chosen to do it or not. I think it was just logistically, we knew there were going to be a lot of things that 
may have to change or be tweaked a little bit. I think our biggest decision — or at least my biggest decision — was going to be how to set the week up. Do 
we go over and try to practice (in London)? Do we put the game plan in here? Do we do it somewhere in the middle? How many days do we need to get 
adjusted? How many days are too many days? Do we stay the night after the game? All those kinds of things came into play and we did a lot of research. 
We had people go over and come back, and then we ultimately decided on this approach. I think our players are excited to have three normal days of 
practice and then get on the flight and go ahead and make the trip.” 
 
On the opportunities presented by playing a game in London  
“Well I think it’s an opportunity for us to represent the National Football League and our organization over there. I think our players are excited because you 
never know what to expect. We’ve seen the game over there and I think there have been some coaches that have actually played in this game too on our 
staff. (Offensive Line coach) Clancy Barone was with San Diego and (Defensive Line Coach) Wayne (Nunnely) was over there too (in 2008). They’re kind of 
familiar with it, but I don’t think that many of us are really sure of the reception — I think we’re excited about it. It seems to me that they really just enjoy 
watching football — it’s kind of a unique experience for them that they’ve had an opportunity to now take part in for a few years. We’re just hoping to go over 
there and enjoy the atmosphere and try to focus on playing the game, playing it as well as we can and winning and hopefully making it a good part of our 
year.” 
 
On his message to the team after the loss to Oakland 
“(It was) mostly about trying to move forward and getting ready for (San Francisco). I think our team knows that it’s capable of much better. Our staff knows 
that it’s capable of much better, and to sit there and belabor it at this point when it’s going to interfere with a day that we’re using to prepare for our next 
opponent — I think we did what we needed to do. We’ve put that (game) behind us and our focus is solely on the 49ers.” 
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On whether there are any players he’s already decided will not travel to London 
“No — and again, we don’t have to have the injury report out until tomorrow, so we’re going to give everybody the benefit of the doubt. If we know for sure — 
like (S) Darcel (McBath), (LB Wesley) Woodyard and (LB Robert) Ayers — if we know for sure that they’re just totally incapable of playing, we’re not going to 
travel them to London. But, if there are players that have a shot (to play in the game), we’re going to at least take it as far as we can and if there’s a good 
chance they can play and contribute, then we’re going to take them over. If we feel like there’s no way that could be productive for them or for us, then we’ll 
leave them back here.” 
 
On whether a trip to London could help the team’s focus 
“I think the biggest thing is that if we’re prepared and focused on the game, I think that we’ll go out there and we’ll play hard and we’ll play well. No matter 
where the game is at, it really doesn’t make a difference. If we were home, away or in London, we still have to play well and coach well. We’ll try to enjoy the 
experience, but more importantly be focused on what we have to do to win.” 
 
On the status of CB Perrish Cox 
“I’m not sure, (it’s) up in the air — that’s the best way to describe that whole thing. He got dinged in the head so we’re going through that whole procedure 
and making sure we make a real smart choice on whether to travel him or not. But, we won’t know that for a few days here.”  
 
On whether Cox’s injury could be affected by air travel 
“There are some things I’m sure that are impacted (with air travel). Again, that’s one that we’ll treat very seriously and go through all the precautions we need 
to and try to make a real smart decision about whether to travel him or not.” 
 
On the decision to sign DL Le Kevin Smith 
“Well, (DL Kevin Vickerson) has been in-and-out with an injury so we just wanted to make sure that if for some reason he can’t play that we have a sixth 
defensive lineman available to go ahead and make the trip with us. Again, that will probably come down to a last-minute decision on whether or not Kevin 
can play. That’s why we added Le Kevin — just to make sure we prevent ourselves from getting too thin in the front-seven — whether it be a linebacker or 
on the defensive line.” 
 
On the status of the team 
“We didn’t play or coach well enough to be competitive on Sunday and we certainly have to do a lot better. We’re going to focus on trying to get better and 
play better and coach better — and that’s really what we can control. We can’t control what happened in the past, all we can control is our attitude and our 
approach as we go forward. I think our team has the right mindset right now to prepare hard for this week and do what we can do to control going forward.”  
 
On preparing for the 49ers’ backup quarterbacks in the event that QB Alex Smith can’t play 
“We’ll look at both (QB David Carr and QB Troy Smith) and make our judgments on what we feel like their strengths and weaknesses are. In some cases, 
you have to go back a little ways. It’s not dissimilar to (Oakland QB) Kyle Boller last week, when you have to research some of that (player’s film from 
previous seasons). You go back and try to find the most recent film you have — whether it be (from) preseason or on a different team in a different year just 
to try to give your players a sense of what the guy is like.” 
 
On releasing TE Riar Geer 
“It’s for (LB Diyral) Briggs — it’s kind of a balancing act here. (Geer) hasn’t done anything wrong, we’ve really enjoyed him and he’s getting better. But, like 
most situations where you have to make some roster choices, we went ahead and got (TE John) Nalbone last week and we want to try to take a look at him 
and we’ll try to make our decisions going forward on which one to keep or keep both or what we need to do based on the roster.”  


