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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On who makes the decision whether a player dresses on Sunday who is coming off an injury 
“I think it’s a collective choice, but ultimately I think that would fall on myself. It’s not that you don’t trust a player  to make a determination on how he feels, 
but we can’t go into a game with too many players that are right there on the edge and then at the end of the first quarter we’re playing with 39-41 guys 
because that ultimately is going to affect our entire team. So, if they’re good enough that all of us feel like they’re going to be able to play, and play well into 
the game without tweaking something that’s already injured then I think that’s one thing. If there are too many of them that are 50-50 you have to be smart 
about taking four or five of those guys to the game because you could end up with a depleted roster pretty quickly.”  
 
On special teams personnel 
“(We’ve used a) lot of young players that are really playing important roles for us in the kicking game. — and they have to. Missing (LB Wesley) Woodyard, 
who is a captain, and a big factor in our kicking units and then (S Darcel) McBath, who led us in tackles last year on special teams — those are two guys that 
probably have as much or more of an impact on those plays as any player we have (and that) has certainly affected us. I think the young guys (S Kyle) 
McCarthy, (LB Kevin) Alexander stepped in and played last week. (LB Diyral) Briggs may have a shot to do that this week too. (WR Eric) Decker, certainly is 
doing some things for us in the kicking game. I think they have a great attitude, a great mindset. All of them want to contribute to our team and if that’s the 
way that they can do it, they’ve really gone out there and practiced well and they played well for the most part last week.” 
 
On Oakland WR/KR Jacoby Ford 
“He’s as fast as anybody we’re going to play in the kicking game in that regard. The big return he had in the Houston game — he got to the corner and it 
looked like about 10 guys had an angle on him and he just went by all of them. He’s a guy that you better make him slow down at some point during the 
course of the play, because if he hits something full speed, you’ve got a problem because he’ll catch the kickoff and be in the end zone in 10 seconds. So, 
we have to do a great job of covering him and making him have to shuffle or move or go sideways for a little bit so that we can kind of rally to the ball. 
Because, if you let a guy like that never break stride, there’s not anybody on our team that’s going to catch him. We liked him in the draft as a return-type 
specialist first and his speed is certainly something that’s advantageous to them and he fits their team perfectly.” 
 
On the Raiders’ blocked punts against San Diego 
“(Oakland) rushes the punter a lot, there’s no question. More than half of the time they are rushing the punter with eight in the box, so protecting the pocket 
there for the punter is very important. They changed up their looks on both of those (blocks against the Chargers). There was a different mistake that they 
created. I don’t want to say that it was just an error on the punt team’s part. I thought there was very good execution of a different scheme, twice, which 
allowed two different guys to get in there and get their hands on the ball. So, we have been working real hard on that. We are going to have to play well in 
that phase of our game because, just like their returners, that part of their game is also explosive, as they proved against San Diego. We are going to have 
to be on top of everything there.” 
 
On TE Richard Quinn 
“The thing that he is trying to overcome now is the missed time in training camp. He missed a ton of time with an ankle (injury). Those reps in your second 
year are really valuable because I think that’s really when you start to take all the things that you did in the offseason and then transfer those into production 
during the regular season. He is now getting back into the swing of the things. He is playing in the kicking game, he is playing on offense in different 
packages, and that will continue this weekend. So, that’s hard to overcome — 30 missed days of two-a-days, practices and preseason games when you are 
trying to reestablish what you are going to be about for your second season. But, he is continuing to work hard. I love his attitude — he is physical and he 
has done well for us in the kicking game. Just continue to improve — that’s his goal and he has a good guy to learn from in (TE) Daniel (Graham) and he 
does everything that he can to help us win every week.” 
 
On what he thought about Raiders LB Rolando McClain leading up to the 2010 NFL Draft 
“I did (like him). He wouldn’t have played the same position as (LB) D.J. (Williams) plays. He would have been a middle linebacker for us. But, I don’t know if 
I have ever interviewed a more intelligent defensive player at the combine or in person here in our building than Rolando McClain. He was off the charts, and 
he’s a guy that plays physical, he is big and he is a good player in the run game. They have kept him on the field every snap — he’s not coming off on third 
down and he is in there in the dime. You can tell how much he is communicating and for a rookie to be able to do that his first year against all the different 
looks he is seeing and all the different packages, I think what he showed us has really transferred over and he’s using it now for them. We liked him a lot. It 
was definitely part of the consideration as a guy that you would have to look at to take that high, and he is definitely going to be an impact player for them for 
a long time. So, he was definitely part of our (draft) consideration.” 
 
On whether the newer players understand the significance of the Broncos-Raiders rivalry 
“I think that the difference between some of our players that are new and some that are older (is that) there’s definitely some hatred — in the right sense of 
the word — from some of the people that are here, no question about it. Now, there are some guys that are learning to hate them and I think that’s the best 
way to say it. Again, that doesn’t mean you disrespect anybody and we have a tremendous amount of respect for them and what they do, the way they play 
and all that — there’s a line that you don’t cross there. I think in terms of our desire to beat the Raiders and to win a divisional game against the Raiders and 
understanding the rivalry, the history and all that — I think that’s there. I think the guys that aren’t quite up to speed are catching up pretty quickly this week.” 
 



 

Denver Broncos Regular Season Quotes 
Friday, Oct. 22, 2010 

© 2010 Denver Broncos Football Club.  All rights reserved.  The individual quotes cited above may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other fair uses as defined by 
Section 107 of the Copyright Act.  Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a fair use as defined by Section 107 of 
the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

  

On the team’s travel plans for London 
“We really want to have a solid week this week where we weren’t worried about (travel plans) before the game against Oakland — preparing to pack and do 
all those kinds of things logistic-wise that (going to London early) would have required us to do — plus we’re (playing) at home. I think what we chose rather 
than going over (to London) and spending more time over there, we’re going to move our week up. Tuesday is going to be a Wednesday next week, 
Wednesday is going to be a Thursday, Thursday is going to be a Friday and then our travel day is Thursday afternoon, Thursday evening, Friday morning 
and then by the time we’re ready to do anything productive on Friday, it’ll be midway through Friday, London time. (We’ll) try to get our bearings on Friday, 
have a walkthrough and then have a normal Saturday and then a game day on Sunday. We feel like we’re going to get our three base days of practice in 
before we even get on the plane. So, the game plan will be installed, everything will be basically done at that point. Our players will feel more comfortable, I 
think, having (the game plan) in their hands (earlier). Then, when we get over there, we know what we have to do — we have to get acclimated in a few days 
and then be ready to play the game on Sunday. We went back and forth — there are a lot of things you can do, a lot of options you can look at, but 
ultimately we chose to try to have the three most productive days that we could here and understand that we’re going to have to endure the time change 
once we get over there.” 
 
 


