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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On whether he’s concerned with his starting cornerbacks (CB Champ Bailey and CB André Goodman) missing practice during the week 
“They’re players that we’d love to have out there on the practice field, but if they can’t go, they can’t go and that really is the situation. Our young guys are 
getting more reps and they’ll be ready to play. Again, we’ve had to play a lot of (young players) off-and-on during the course of the year so I don’t think it’s 
really anything new to them now. I think they’ve played a lot of football — specifically (CB) Perrish (Cox) and hopefully (Bailey and Goodman) can have an 
impact on the game, but if not we’re certainly going to get those young guys ready to go.” 
 
On the benefits of the younger players getting additional practice and game repetitions 
“I think it’s beneficial for them and hopefully beneficial for us down the road. The more they practice with our first-team offense, defense or special teams 
(and) the more the play in the games against really good competition, the better they’re going to be. They’re going to make some mistakes — all of them 
have. But, I think what we see is the more they play, the fewer mistakes they make. Hopefully that means that in November and December, we’re going to 
have players that are still rookies, but they’re not playing quite like rookies. I think we’re starting to see some of that with our linemen, we’re starting to see 
some of that with (CB) Perrish (Cox). He’s learned — they’ve picked on him for a few weeks in a row and he’s really learned some different things about 
what he needs to do and his preparation has been excellent. (CB) Syd’Quan (Thompson) went in there on a short week (of practice) for himself and made an 
impact last week. I think the more that they do it, the better that they’re going to be and hopefully the better we’re going to be down the stretch.”  
 
On whether CB Syd’Quan Thompson could be used to return punts this week 
“Yes, certainly. He was back there last week and I think for a young player — at least for a coach — I know this: You have to earn the trust of the coaching 
staff to be put back there in a plus-50 (yards) situation when the other team is punting in a close game. So, I think that tells you how we feel about Syd’Quan. 
He was back there fair catching the ball inside the 10-yard line a couple of times last week against the Jets in the second half. We trust him and he’s done a 
good job. He did a great job in the preseason and if (WR) Eddie (Royal) can’t (return punts), we’ve really kind of moved away from (CB) Perrish (Cox) doing 
all those things because he’s been playing so much defense and Syd’Quan has really come on and helped us in those areas.” 
 
On WR Eric Decker 
“‘Deck’ has done a really good job for us in the kicking game. Playing on the punt team as a rookie — there’s a lot of pressure in that regard too. We had 
three or four rookies last week playing on the punt team (and it’ll be the) same thing this week and they’re going to get tested. (Oakland) is a rush team. 
When they have an opportunity to force you to punt they come after you a little bit. Eric has handled that responsibility well (and) has played on a lot of our 
other kicking units as well. (He) played some offense for us last week. He’ll be ready to go this week again in his roles and I think the big thing for Eric is that 
he’s been able to sustain his health and been out there for numerous weeks in a row now and it’s been advantageous for him and his progress.” 
 
On LB D.J. Williams 
“He’s one of my favorite players that I think I’ve ever been around. He’s at times very quiet, but I don’t know that anybody has any more respect than D.J. 
does because of the way he practices. He practices like he plays in the game and he’s out there on every play. He doesn’t take any plays off. He runs hard, 
he hits people, he’s a good tackler and he’s improved his pass defense. He was voted as a captain by our players and I think that tells you a lot about what 
they feel about him. I think he’s one of the best linebackers in pro football. That’s how I feel about him because he makes such a huge impact in every phase 
of the game. It’s been a great feeling for us to be able to have his consistency out there on the defense — no matter who else has been in or out of the 
game. D.J. is a tone-setter, he always practices well, he always brings his ‘A’ game. The other thing that he does (well) is that he takes care of his body. He 
was in here for a number of hours the other day on his off day, just making sure he could continue to maintain the high level of play that he’s started this 
season with and we’ll count on that the rest of the way. 
 
“He’s a guy that plays with a certain level of energy and toughness. He’s kind of a nasty player in some regards. He tackles (well) and he looks like he’s 
trying to take parts of their shoulder pads off — or whatever it may be. He doesn’t have to say anything to earn the respect of everybody around him. I’m 
really kind of impressed by that, because sometimes players as leaders have to say a lot — he doesn’t have to say anything. As soon as he does say 
something, everybody jumps on whatever he’s talking about and believes in him. I know (his teammates) trust him and I think everyone on our team counts 
on him. He’s a great guy to have. He prepares as hard as anybody else we have. Whenever we quiz the team, he can answer the questions that I give to the 
offensive players. He’s just that kind of guy. (He’s a) very well-rounded player and really looks like he’s playing in the prime of his career and we’re glad he’s 
on our team.”  
 
On when he will show the team the DVD the NFL sent regarding helmet-to-helmet contact 
“I already have. I think everybody understands the message and the intent of what the league is trying to do. Again, I just reiterate that we always hope that 
our players are trying to do things and make sure we are protective of the other players on the other team. Nobody is trying to hurt anybody. I think there are 
some situations that our players are concerned that if they are not sure how to do something, they are going to get caught in a situation that’s kind of 
compromising the rule and their ability to try and play fast. I think the longer we go and the more aware we are — I think everybody now is aware of how 
severe these things have become — the more we understand that, the better off they are going to be. The concern is that they can’t play fast and at the 
same time obey rules. I think that’s definitely doable. Our guys will find a way to do that. We are going to coach the way we have coached and try to make 
sure we are coaching everything legally and abide by everything the league wants us to do.” 
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On whether he thinks the new emphasis will lead to increased penalties  
“I don’t know. I can’t control that. We are just going to try and play hard, fair and clean. If they call more fouls, they call more fouls. There’s nothing we can do 
to control it.” 
 
On matching the intensity of last week’s game 
“We are playing the Raiders. We will be fine. We will have the same intensity. Each game is different — I don’t disagree with that. Each game is different, 
each opponent is different. Some games are easier to create motivation for than others, but ultimately we are all professionals and we are all doing 
everything we can to win the game. So, we have one opportunity every week to really go out there and be judged and try to win games, which is what we are 
all here to do. I think that should be motivation enough for all of our players and coaches to go out there and give their best performance because we don’t 
get to do this every day. We get one time a week. We put in a lot of work, a lot of time, and a lot of hours to get ready for that three-hour span on Sunday. To 
me, I think that’s plenty of motivation for our football team, our players, and our coaches to go out there and do everything they can every single week to win 
on game day. So, some weeks may seem like there’s extra motivation than others, but I think for our team and most teams your team gets ready to go and 
they will be ready on Sunday against the Raiders.” 
 
On the rivalry with the Raiders 
“It’s alive and well, yeah. All we had to do was watch last year’s game.” 


