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LINEBACKER ROBERT AYERS 
 
On the evolution of the run defense from last season to this year 
“The one thing (Head Coach) Josh (McDaniels) emphasizes a lot is that being physical and being tough and being sound against the run is a mindset. It’s 
not about talent and having a bunch of guys that are good players. It is about having a physical, tough mindset. I think we have a lot of physical and tough-
mindset guys on the team — (DL) Jamal (Williams), (LB) Jason Hunter, (LB) Mario Haggan, (LB) D.J. (Williams), (DL Justin) Bannan — all those guys. I 
think they are all guys that pride themselves in stopping the run. I’m not saying we are where we need to be right now, but I definitely feel like we have guys 
that can get us to where we want to be.” 
 
On if he believes Sunday’s game was his best as a pro 
“It’s not my job to critique my game, but I feel like I am still going to keep trying to improve. If (Head Coach) Josh (McDaniels) thinks it’s my best game, then I 
take it as a compliment and I try to build on it. I’m always looking to get better, so hopefully I can have a better game next weekend and he can be in here 
saying the same thing again. That’s my goal and that’s what I am going to keep working for and I just let the positive criticism come from Josh and not say it 
myself.” 
 
On how far he has developed as a run defender 
“I know there’s a difference between college and pro, but if you look at my college film I was always known in college football as a guy that could play the run 
as well as rush the passer. At times, you get critiqued by just being a pass rusher in this league, and I feel like I am one of the guys still that prides himself in 
stopping the run at a pass-rushing position. I take great pride in that, and this defense takes great pride in that. I just keep trying to build on it and try to 
improve on my pass rushing too, but I definitely pride in myself at being able to stop the run.” 
 
On how difficult it was to stay in his lane during the Tennessee game 
“It’s definitely tough because he (Titans RB Chris Johnson) can start left and turn all the way right for an 80-yard run. We knew that, and I knew that if he ran 
away from me I had to be patient on the back side because he can turn it around and nobody on the team is going to catch him once he gets in the open 
field. So, I knew if I just need to play it a little slower, then I do that instead of just running to the ball. Everybody did a good job, and I am proud of the 
defense, and we look to build on it.” 
 
On what Sunday’s win does for team moral 
“Personally, I am happy to get any victory. Every game — I am just as happy for that win no matter who we play. So, it is definitely going to help our moral 
and it’s going to give us confidence going into next week. We have another tough challenge in Baltimore — a physical run team, great defense, good 
coaching — so it’s going to be another tough one. After the game, if we are fortunate to execute our game plan to win then we will be feeling the same way. 
It is definitely a big boost to our confidence right now.”   
 
On what DL Kevin Vickerson has brought to the team 
“He’s another big, big tough guy. He has a physical mindset. He actually spent some time with Tennessee, which is a tough team too; so he brings the 
Tennessee mentality here and he is a huge guy. It is a big addition because he plays technically sound and he’s never really out of place. Like I said, he is a 
big dude and is hard to block.” 
 
On the pressure on the defense to play four quarters 
“That is our job. Our job is to stop the offense. No matter who we play, our job is to stop the offense as many times as needed, get the offense the ball and 
the offense’s job is to score points. We’re going to work together and no matter how many times we’re asked to go out there — if we’re asked to play 59 
minutes out of the whole game, then that’s what we’re going to have to do and we’re going to have to suck it up and play and not complain. That’s our 
mindset and we’re just going to go from there and keep it rolling.”  


