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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
On DL Justin Bannan 
“He played in the style of defense that we play in and you got to see him play that style on film. And the other thing is that he’s got great versatility. We like to 
make sure our players aren’t just one dimensional. He plays inside on the guard sometimes in sub situations, he’s played on the nose before and then he’s 
also played in the 3-4 defense at end. He’s a tough, physical guy, plays hard — the other thing, I think he’s one of those veteran players who’s probably 
younger in terms of football years than his age because he hasn’t taken the pounding that somebody who’s played 900 snaps a year for eight straight years 
would have taken. We love his attitude, love his leadership and his toughness. He comes to work every day — that’s what you saw on film, that’s what you 
saw on tape and that’s really what we’ve got since we signed him.” 
 
On the aggressiveness of Tennessee’s defense  
“I would say maybe in terms of percentages, (Tennessee is) a little bit (more aggressive this season), but I think in terms of style, the types of pressure that 
they’re using — they’re still the same families. They blitz the safeties, they blitz the secondary players. Their linebackers are good blitzers — I would say, 
maybe a few of the best blitzers we’ve played in terms of (the difficulty of) picking them up. It’s not necessarily that you don’t have enough (players) to 
handle it, but (LB Will Witherspoon) and (LB Stephen Tulloch) and those guys — they actually get to the quarterback even when there’s somebody there to 
block them. I wouldn’t say it’s unusual, but it’s not every week that you see that from off-the-line linebackers — that they’re so good in terms of getting to the 
quarterback in the pressure game. (Witherspoon) is a wiry guy, he’s hard to get a handle on. Even when you step up there to pick him up, it doesn’t mean 
that the play is going to end. He gives great effort, he’s got a great motor and he’s hard to just get right down the middle because he’s got long arms and he 
can create some separation between himself and the blocker and he finishes plays well. We’ve been talking about that now for two days now of how we 
have to finish our blitz pickup. It’s not just OK to identify it right, we’re going to have to actually step up and block them and block them until the ball is gone. 
(It’s) big, real big. We talked about that a lot this morning because we’re working on third down today. If you play the play shorter than (LB Will Witherspoon) 
does, he’s going to end up either hitting the quarterback or sacking the quarterback and it’s going to be critical for us to make sure that we finish our blitz 
pickup.” 
 
On how the Broncos have used RB Correll Buckhalter and RB Laurence Maroney  
“I just think we were looking to those two backs to play most of the game and when you’re talking about how to split up the carries and how to split up the 
plays in general, Laurence was just better ready to go on first and second down. It wasn’t that we didn’t want Buckhalter (in the game) — Buckhalter was in 
there just as much as (Maroney) was. But, as you’re starting the game, you’ve got to start with some kind of plan. Laurence was in there some on passing 
situations also, so (it was) just the way we started the game and then once we go, if the first one is tired, the second one goes in — if the second one is tired, 
the first one goes back in and we just keep rotating them to try to keep them fresh. We don’t really have to have a specific player in there on third down 
because we trust all our backs to be able to pick up the blitz or to use the protections we’re using in sub situations.”  
 
On RB Correll Buckhalter’s workload 
“I think it’s just probably the way it’s shaken out. We start the game, he’s in on third down, two-minute (offense), some things in the red area — that kind of 
package and then he’s more of a rest the guy on first and second down, and that’s where he gets some of his carries — on early down — and then he’ll have 
some things in two-minute (offense) and some of those spread-out formations too. Like I said, there’s no preset way to go about doing it, it’s just the way that 
it falls.” 
 
On the NFL rules about handling concussions 
“I think (it’s a) good rule. We try to make sure that safety is first and foremost for us and our players. We’ve had a few situations off-and-on last year and then 
early this year, where it’s something that I think (the NFL rules) make it cut-and-dry rather than having to go through a difficult process of figuring out, ‘Can 
he come back in? Can he not come back in?’ It’s pretty cut-and-dry and I think that’s a good thing for the safety of the player. It’s not always a great thing for 
that day or that game because if a player feels like he can go back in and contribute, there’s nothing we can do about it. I think we saw that the other day 
with (Dallas TE Jason) Witten, where he wanted to go back in the game after the concussion and it is what it is. I think it’s for (the players’ safety) and 
protection and we’re always going to make sure that we abide by the rules that (the NFL) make(s) us play with.” 
 
On whether he’s encouraged by the progress of OL Ryan Harris  
“Yes, definitely. He practiced the entire practice (Wednesday), he’ll be out there today and didn’t have any ill effects from yesterday.” 
 
On OL Zane Beadles 
“(He’s a) jack-of-all-trades. Wherever it best suits us is where he’ll end up. It’s been a little while since he’s played guard — a few weeks since he’s played 
guard — because of (OL) Ryan (Harris’) injury. We’re definitely going to scoot him back in there a little bit and make sure he’s ready to go. I think he’d be a 
really solid sixth lineman for us if he’s not starting because he has versatility to play inside and he can also be our third tackle and he’s done admirably there. 
So, if that’s the role he ends up fitting into, that’s fine. Again, we’re going to see how Ryan does today and tomorrow and try to make sure we’re making a 
smart decision with who starts the game on Sunday and then go from there.” 
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On OL Zane Beadles and OL J.D. Walton  
“I think they are where we thought they would be at this point. I am pleased with J.D.’s toughness (and) his ability to lead that group in there during the 
course of the game. (Walton) is a very good communicator. We haven’t had a lot of issues in terms of understanding who is working with who, which is 
always very vital from the center position. He is tough — that is one of the things we loved about him coming from Baylor, and he has really shown us that. 
He has shown us the ability to get the defensive tackle hooked. Some centers can do that on a regular basis and some can’t. He has really done a nice job 
early in the season of being able to get some athletic defensive tackles hooked in the running game. He has kept the pocket inside, too, which is a good 
thing for our passing game. Zane certainly has been versatile so far, and he has had to play in some tough situations against some good pass rushers. We 
have given him some help, there’s no question about that, but I think he’s handled his business when he has had to on his own as well. I think we’ve got two 
good young linemen that play physical, play tough, are learning more and more every day and are playing hard and really haven’t missed any snaps, which 
is another important thing for them right now. Hopefully, they will just continue to get better.” 
 
On what he thought RB Chris Johnson when he was coming out of college 
“We (New England) looked at him and we liked him. I just don’t know if anybody could have projected what you’re seeing from last year and even this year at 
the same time. Any time you are mentioning Jim Brown, comparing a player to that type of a player in the past, you know he is doing really special things. He 
is so fast, but I think the thing that may impress me the most is he is really hard to tackle. I don’t mean just running away from people. He is going to lower 
his shoulder when he gets into tight quarters, he is not a guy that runs out of bounds a lot, he can certainly run away from you but when he needs to be a 
physical runner he is and he is not easy to tackle one-on-one. He has made some great runs just with toughness, and like I said yesterday, he is one of the 
top backs in short yardage but he is not a big, big guy, which tells you a lot about his running style and the fact that he is able to run and do a lot of different 
things from his spot. So, probably one of the most talented players that I’ll ever coach against and maybe the most talented player in the league right now — 
no doubt about it.” 
 
On the speed of Titans RB Chris Johnson 
“(He is) as fast as I have ever coached against. I told the team yesterday, ‘You never have an angle on Chris Johnson.’ There’s a lot of film where it looks 
like you are supposed to and the angle just dissolves or disappears quickly and you end up grasping at the air because he just goes right by you. I mean, 
you could be 10 yards ahead and think you’ve got a shot, then at the end of the run he is in the end zone on the film and there is nobody else in the picture 
because he out runs you by 20 yards in the last 50 or 60 that he is running. So, he is very special, and I think the biggest challenge is to not let him get 
going. You can’t let him get started because once he gets started it becomes a speed contest and I think we are probably going to lose that, as do most 
teams.” 
 


