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OFFENSIVE LINEMAN RYAN HARRIS 
 
On the dynamic between the offensive linemen 
“I still think there’s a dynamic of looking up and just seeing what the vets do and how we approach practice and how we approach games, but I think these 
last preseason games have been critical for us to both come together as a unit and also for younger guys to see what preparations are necessary and also 
what to pay attention to when we’re in our meetings because a lot of things coach talks about with situational football come up and are the reasons why we 
win games. That’s something that maybe wasn’t focused on as much when I was younger because we had more established veterans but it’s something that 
we’ve been able to experience and go through these last preseason games.”  
 
On how it feels to be healthy 
“Yeah, it’s a blessing. Every time I go out on the field, I’m happy to be there. Considering, you know, when you’re crutching upstairs and you look on the field 
and you’re like, ‘Man, I’ve got to block so and so,’ and thinking about getting there from where you were is kind of difficult but to be back here — I take 
advantage of every opportunity every day. I’m so lucky to be back and going through training camp and stuff like that, so I’m happy, for sure.”  
 
On how close to 100 percent OL Ryan Clady is and what it means to have him back on the field  
“I think he’ll answer that in his time but I think his desire is definitely there. That’s one thing we can see and it’s just good to have him on the field again 
because that presence is vital (and) has been key to our success, so it’s good to see him out there.”  
 
On QB Kyle Orton’s presence compared to last year 
“I just think he’s far more competitive. He’s got an edge to him, you know, and I think that helps us as an offense because the stronger our quarterback and 
the more confident our quarterback is, the more confidence we feel we have in each other. That’s been one of the things through all the change and 
everything that’s been going on. (It) has been a great thing for us offensively to make sure that one of our key components, our quarterback, is improving 
and he’s doing a great job.” 
 
On how much he expects to play in the fourth preseason game at Minnesota on Thursday 
“Hey, I’m expecting to play four quarters, but that’s a coaching decision and it’ll be good for me, just to go back — I’m from Minnesota so going back to the 
place where I watched football — I’ll take every snap I can get.” 
 
On playing at home 
“It’s expensive (buying tickets for his family and friends to come to the game), but like I said, I grew up watching (former Vikings) John Randle, Randall 
Cunningham, Cris Carter, Randy Moss and all those guys. To go back to the same field, you know, 15 years later — usually there’s turnover in venues but I 
think I’m catching the last couple years of the Metrodome so it’s going to be cool just to be back there and be back home.” 
 
On whether he’s ever played in the Metrodome 
“Yeah, for two state playoff games in high school and also as a pee-wee, they had the big game there when we were in the eighth grade.” 
 
On working with rotating personnel on the offensive line 
“Yeah, it was definitely different but I think it’s one of the good things — we always talk about training camp being physical and mental (challenges) but it’s 
also learning how to work with new people and that’s definitely something that the O-line has had to do — both new people on the line and new people 
coaching. I think we’ve come out a great unit that knows how to work together, knows how to listen to each other and knows how to defer when that needs to 
happen, so training camp was good for us — it was really good for us.” 
 
On whether the offensive line is still in a transition phase 
“Oh, I think we’re there. I think we’ve made a transition and now it’s just about improving on the techniques that that are needed to execute what (Offensive 
Line Coach Clancy Barone) wants us to do. That was kind of worked through during training camp and we’re on the other side and I think last night we took 
a step in the right direction in the run game in doing those things.” 
 
On LB Robert Ayers 
“He was drafted first round — he’s a talented player. I think a lot of guys on defense are looking at this year as an opportunity with some of the things that 
have happened. He’s definitely worked hard and it’s good for me to go against somebody who’s driven like that in practice because he just keeps things 
fresh and keeps things competitive. He was very competitive through camp and I think it shows in the way he’s been playing.” 


