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HEAD COACH JOSH McDANIELS 
 
Opening comments 
“We’ve now started on Cincinnati so we’ve begun to simulate kind of what the preparation would be for a regular-season game. Not quite as extensive as it 
will be certainly during the regular season, but we introduced (the Bengals) to the team today and then talked through some general things we’re going to try 
to do during the game, which obviously it’s not going to be a big game-plan thing for us but I want them to be familiar with our process more than anything 
else. (We’re) going to continue to still work on some things that have nothing to do with the Bengals and just focus on some areas of our game that we want 
to work on today and that will be consistent during this week.” 
 
On whether they’ve worked with the communication helmets during practice 
“Every two-minute drive – we use the “Coach the Quarterbacks System” on both sides so the defensive signal callers have heard (Defensive Coordinator 
Don) “Wink” (Martindale) call it in and on the offensive side, same thing. That’s a part of getting used to that – we’ve worked on the silent count, those kinds 
of things too, just getting ready for playing on the road.” 
 
On who will wear the communication helmet on defense 
“That would be (LB) D.J. (Williams) and (S Renaldo Hill). (LB Wesley) Woodyard could use it if D.J. isn’t in there but those are generally the two guys that we 
choose to have it on.” 
 
On how long the quarterbacks will play against Cincinnati 
“We’re going to get ready to play – we’re not going to put a set number on the first group. It’ll probably fall in the neighborhood of 20-25 plays, somewhere in 
there. I think all of it will depend on how things are going and what’s going on and how long we’ve been out there in the first quarter as opposed to the 
second quarter. We’ll have a list of players that we’re going to remove at a certain point but at this point we’re getting everybody ready to play. We certainly 
have a few days to figure out exactly who’s going to play, who’s going to dress, who’s going to make the trip based on health which also will impact how long 
some guys play, but all three quarterbacks will definitely play in the game.” 
 
On signing LB Johnny Williams 
“Just looking for possibly a younger practice squad-eligible player that could help us at some spots there and it’s just one of those situations in training camp 
where you see a guy that it looks like we’ve got some players ahead of him in the kicking game and on defense and at that point made the decision to go 
with a younger guy that may give us a chance to practice against him all year and if we can get that out of him, maybe he’s got some more upside down the 
road because he’s a younger player – that’s why we did it.” 
 
On QB Kyle Orton 
“I think that his play has been steady, I think very impressive at times and most days very consistent in terms of he knows the offense so well now, he can 
operate everything we want him to do. He’s communicating so much better now with the other players on the offense before the ball is snaps which helps 
answer lot of problems before they actually occur. When you’re initially thrust into a system, that sometimes is the thing that takes the longest to improve 
upon and last year I don’t think we were at that point in the preseason. This year he’s signaling routes, he’s changing protections more. He’s answering a lot 
of problems with the tools he has and the things he has available to him and I think that’s really a big thing for our offense in general. He’s eliminated most 
every bad play we could get into which is great. He’s made a lot of big throws down the field. We’ve changed, certainly a lot of things that we’re doing and 
being a little bit more aggressive in some areas and he’s really done that well. He’s efficient, he’s been aggressive, he’s done a great job in the two-minute 
offense – we scored a lot of points in the two-minute so far which certainly isn’t great for our defense but one side has got to win but he’s done a nice job and 
we’re very pleased with where we’re at there. 
 
“He’s on time, he’s accurate – he’s always been accurate. He is stronger than he was last year, which has shown up in some of the intermediate routes 
against tight coverage because again, He’s throwing against (CB) Champ (Bailey) and (CB André Goodman) “Goody” and (S Renaldo Hill) and (S Brian 
Dawkins) “Dawk” and (CB) Nate Jones. He’s thrown against the first-team defense most of the time. He’s had a very accurate, very impressive first 12 or 13 
practices here. We’ve just got to keep improving because we still have a long way to go and I think he would agree that he’s got a much higher ceiling.” 
 
On DL Ben Garland 
“Yeah, he’ll play (against Cincinatti). We’ve definitely got some things we’re trying to work on up there in terms of sorting some stuff out but at a certain point, 
yeah, he’ll probably stay in a little bit longer. He’s deserved it too – that’s been the big thing. I don’t think this is something where we’re just throwing him a 
bone, I think he’s really earned it with the way he works and the way he practices and we’d like to see him go out there and have the opportunity to play and 
work on some things once we see the film but that’s really due to his performance, really.” 
 
On whether QB Kyle Orton’s healthy ankle has helped his mechanics 
“His wheels don’t take him very far (laughing). He’s healthy, he’s able to move in the pocket – I think that helps any quarterback step into throws and use 
proper footwork – that’s always a good fundamental thing for a passer. He’s pretty technically sound and I think healthy and being technically sound – that’s 
a really good combination for a quarterback to have and he knows where to go too. There are a lot of good things that he’s feeling and I think that’s why he 
has so much confidence right now. I think our players have a lot of confidence also and I think that’s helping our entire offense.” 


