
Woodyard Named Broncos’ Walter 
Payton Man of the Year 
By Stuart Zaas 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 27, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard earned the prestigious nomination for the third time 
in four years. 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. – Linebacker Wesley Woodyard can be seen all over the field 
making plays. He can also be seen all over the city of Denver making a difference in 
the community.  

On Wednesday, the Broncos announced that the club has selected Woodyard as its 
2013 Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award recipient. 

The prestigious award historically recognizes a player for outstanding leadership 
both on the field and in the community.  

Woodyard has earned the team’s nomination for the honor in three of the last four 
years – 2010-11, ’13. 

A six-time team captain, Woodyard’s nonprofit, the 16Ways Foundation, has an 
enormous impact on at-risk youth and hosts a variety of events throughout the 
year, including an MVP Dinner, multiple youth football camps and Touchdowns for 
Tomorrow Trivia Night. 

16Ways Foundation is also scheduled to host its annual toy drive in December to 
benefit local charities, including the Tennyson Center for abused and neglected 
children. 

In addition to his own charitable efforts, Woodyard is a regular participant in team 
community events. He has volunteered his time for Shop with a Bronco, Hometown 
Huddle, Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver and the Denver Broncos Holiday Party 
for the Denver Rescue Mission. 

In April, Woodyard joined Denver Mayor Michael Hancock on the steps of the 
Colorado State Capitol Building to kick off Child Abuse Prevention Month and 
teamed up with the Mayor to unveil the My Denver Card initiative, which allows all 
Denver Public School students who apply to the program admission into Denver’s 
26 recreations centers and 29 pools free of charge.  



Woodyard’s selection as the Broncos’ Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year award 
recipient will be recognized during Denver’s home game against Tennessee on Dec. 
8, and the Broncos will make a $10,000 donation to the 16Ways Foundation. 

Woodyard’s name will be submitted to the NFL for consideration as the national 
award winner, which is announced during Super Bowl week. That individual will 
receive a $25,000 donation to the organization of his choice courtesy of NFL 
Charities. 

Previous Broncos nominees for the Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year award 
include guard Zane Beadles (2012), Woodyard (2010-11), cornerback Champ 
Bailey (2008-09), cornerback Domonique Foxworth (2007), wide receiver Rod 
Smith (2004, ’06), safety John Lynch (2005), linebacker Ian Gold (2003) and wide 
receiver Ed McCaffrey (2002). 

Quarterback John Elway (1992) is the only Broncos player to win the national 
award, which was first given in 1970 and renamed after the Chicago Bears’ Pro 
Football Hall of Fame running back in 1999. 

Also on Wednesday, the club recognized five players as Denver Broncos Community 
Ambassadors: safety Mike Adams, safety David Bruton, guard Ben Garland, tight 
end Virgil Green and linebacker Steven Johnson. 



Wesley Woodyard named Broncos Walter 
Payton NFL Man of the Year 
By Joe Nguyen 
The Denver Post  
November 27, 2013 

Wesley Woodyard was named the Denver Broncos Walter Payton NFL Man of the 
Year on Wednesday. The award recognizes players for outstanding leadership on 
and off the field. 

It is the third time the linebacker has been honored. The Broncos gave him the 
award in 2010 and 2011.  

According to the team, Woodyard has helped a variety of community projects and 
organizations, including Hometown Huddle, Habitat for Humanity Metro Denver and 
the Denver Rescue Mission. 

From the Denver Broncos: 

Woodyard’s nonprofit, the 16Ways Foundation, has an enormous impact on at-risk 
youth and hosts a variety of events throughout the year, including an MVP Dinner, 
multiple youth football camps and Touchdowns for Tomorrow Trivia Night. 16Ways 
Foundation is also scheduled to host its annual toy drive in December to benefit 
local charities, including the Tennyson Center for abused and neglected children. 

The Broncos also recognized safety Mike Adams, safety David Bruton, guard Ben 
Garland, tight end Virgil Green and linebacker Steven Johnson as their community 
ambassadors. 

Woodyard will be recognized at Denver’s home game against Tennessee on Dec. 8. 
In receiving the honor, the Broncos will donate $10,000 to the 16Ways Foundation 
and Woodyard will be in consideration for the national award. 

Previous Broncos honorees include Zane Beadles (2012), Champ Bailey (2008-09), 
Domonique Foxworth (2007), Rod Smith (2004, 2006), John Lynch (2005), Ian 
Gold (2003) and Ed McCaffrey (2002). John Elway won the national award in 1992. 



Woodyard's World: Week 13 
By Wesley Woodyard  
DenverBroncos.com 
November 27, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard blogs about receiving the team's Walter Payton Man 
of the Year Award. 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry on receiving the team's Walter Payton 
Man of the Year Award. 

It’s an honor to be named the Walter Payton Man of the Year for the Broncos. It’s 
something I hold near and dear to my heart. 

I’ll say one thing though, it is a real competition to win that award. Everyone on our 
team is so active in the community, which is a great thing to see. We have a good 
group of guys on our team, so the guys that did get honored as well as the 
community ambassadors, I tip my hat to those guys. I was nominated as that my 
first year on the team and I think that just gives you that lift that you need to 
eventually hoist that Walter Payton Man of the Year award up. 

Zane won the award last year, so he’s always in the running. One guy that I’m 
looking forward to see continuing to step up like he has been is Steve Johnson. He 
has been doing great job.  

Besides the events that I have, I try to bring guys out to see how fun it is to do 
community service. A lot of people have that bad taste in their mouth. Everyone 
thinks community service means you’re going to be gone all day and you have to 
do a lot of stuff that you don’t want to, but just being involved in one kid’s life 
changes a kid’s life. To me, that is the motivation that you need as a human being 
to become a better citizen in the United States. 

My next event is my baby. This will be my fourth annual toy drive. You can see the 
details on the flyer below this post. This is something that I look forward to every 
year. Mayor Hancock joins us and man, he’s a great guy. I would just like to 
personally thank him for joining with me and making this event successful. It is 
amazing to see a football player team up with a mayor and having the mayor 
support me is something I’m really excited about. 

I hope to see everyone there with a toy this year! 



Community Service Award Meaningful to 
Woodyard
By Stuart Zaas 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 27, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard talked about how much the Broncos’ Walter Payton 
NFL Man of the Year Award means to him. 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. – For the third time in the last four years, linebacker Wesley 
Woodyard earned the Broncos’ Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year Award for his 
work in the community. 

Woodyard, who has earned plenty of on-the-field recognition over the course of his 
football career, liked the fact that this specific honor reflected well upon the rest of 
his teammates as well. 

“That makes me proud to see that my teammates care so much about the 
community,” Woodyard said. “It is great that I got the award, but I’m excited the 
most by my teammates doing all the work that they do.”  

Woodyard is a staple at events put on by the organization, his teammates as well 
as his own 16Ways foundation. Those appearances are something that he views as 
an opportunity, not an obligation. 

“Honestly, I don’t even look at it as a time commitment,” he said. “I just look at it 
as something that I love doing. If it causes me to be somewhere for eight hours, 
I’m going to be there. I just love working in the community and helping people 
out.”  

As a six-time team captain, Woodyard’s leadership on the field can be seen on the 
field as he calls out the plays from the middle linebacker position. 

But off the field, the linebacker acts as a leader as well. 

“That’s what it is all about,” Woodyard said. “Everybody knows that football is first, 
but secretly in my heart, my passion lies within helping people out. It means a lot 
when the young guys come to me for advice, what to do, how to get involved in the 
community. Steve Johnson, I remember Steve coming up to me and talking to me 
his rookie year, asking, ‘What can I do to get out in the community.’ He was 
actually awarded today too as one of our ambassadors in the community. That is 
special. That is special to me.” 



Johnson took Woodyard’s advice and in just his second year with the team was 
named one of its five Community Ambassadors along with safety Mike Adams, 
safety David Bruton, guard Ben Garland and tight end Virgil Green. 

“(He’s given me) a lot of help,” Johnson said of the advice he received from 
Woodyard. “He just told me a good way to get started was throughout our Broncos 
organization. That’s what I’ve been doing. I’m working on my own foundation – not 
necessarily sure what it is going to entail and stuff like that. I have a vision, but 
that comes in time. In the meantime, I just want to be able to help the organization 
out and really shine a bright light for the Broncos community and just help out any 
way I can.” 

Woodyard’s community events have drawn not only his teammate’s participation, 
but also Denver Mayor Michael Hancock. 

In April, Woodyard joined Mayor Hancock on the steps of the Colorado State Capitol 
Building to kick off Child Abuse Prevention Month and helped unveil the My Denver 
Card initiative, which allows all Denver Public School students who apply to the 
program admission into Denver’s 26 recreations centers and 29 pools free of 
charge.  

In a few weeks, Woodyard and Mayor Hancock will team up at his fourth annual 
16Ways Foundation Toy Drive at the Downtown Aquarium. 

“My next event is my baby,” Woodyard wrote in his weekly DenverBroncos.com 
blog. “This is something that I look forward to every year. Mayor Hancock joins us 
and man, he’s a great guy. I would just like to personally thank him for joining with 
me and making this event successful. It is amazing to see a football player team up 
with a mayor and having the mayor support me is something I’m really excited 
about.” 



Woodyard's World: Week 12 
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 22, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard blogs about the team's upcoming trip to New 
England.

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry on the team's upcoming trip to New 
England.

We’re back on the road this week with a trip to New England for another primetime 
game. 

That’s what we live for – the big time games. It’s amazing how many primetime 
games you get in one year. We’re lucky to get a lot primetime games. We’re 
excited to be on that stage. 

New England has one of the better stadiums as far as fan participation and the 
crowd is always into the game. That’s one of the key reasons why they are able to 
win at home. 

It’s really important that we don’t set ourselves up for failure. We have to welcome 
all of these challenges – the next two games on the road and this is a huge 
challenge, playoff-caliber team, championship team. We have to make sure we go 
out there and handle our business. 

Tom Brady is very well-prepared. He’s not a guy that just relies on his arm. You can 
tell that he knows exactly what other teams are doing and what they’re trying to off 
to get him off his game. He’s a very well prepared quarterback and that’s why he’s 
at the top of the league. 

Going up against Peyton, it’s obviously a different offense but the same mentality 
as far as they can hurry up at any moment. You have to be ready for what’s 
coming, you have to already be thinking about what plays are going to be coming 
and what plays you have to run as a defense. Its good practice for us because, our 
offense is helping us out every week with that. 



Woodyard's World: Week 11
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 15, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard blogs about talking with Head Coach John Fox during 
his recovery from heart surgery and this week's game against Kansas City. 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry about talking with Head Coach John Fox 
during his recovery from heart surgery and this week's game against Kansas City. 

Man, it was really important that we went out there and just showed Coach Fox 
that we’re going to hold things together until he gets back. Well, we’re going to 
hold things together not just until he gets back but we’re going to hold it down for 
him to the end of the season. So it was good to go out there and get a team victory 
last week at San Diego. 

I’ve been able to stay in touch with Coach while he’s been recovering. Foxy texted 
me yesterday, actually. If I check my phone now, then I probably have a text from 
him, haha. He’s been staying in touch. He’ll probably call me tomorrow like he did 
last week, so it’s good to hear from him and good to hear he’s doing good. 

I’m looking forward to representing the National Guard with the sticker on the back 
of my helmet for our Salute to Service game this week. 

My plan is to switch the stickers for all of our Salute to Service month games this 
year. I think last year I rotated and I got three of them. So it’s good to rotate and 
share the love. 

You can’t really choose wrong with any of the branches, but it was just one of those 
things where I wanted to choose the national guard for this week. I’m going to try 
to give credit to all the branches of the armed forces. It’s good that we get a 
chance to salute those guys through what we do – through our platform and that’s 
playing football. So we give credit to all those guys for allowing us to be able to 
play this game that we love to play. 

We’re all excited for back-to-back Sunday Night Football games starting with a big 
one in the division this Sunday. That’s what we play for. That’s what we practice 
for. That’s what you live for – big-time games. 

Jamaal Charles, he’s a good running back. I enjoy going up against him every year. 
He’s actually a good guy off the field but you know when we get on the field, man, 
we get after it. He has great vision and the way they use him in the offense, they 



allow the run game to stretch out wide and let him use his speed. It’s going to be a 
challenge for us to make sure we’re in the right spots at all times. 

This is definitely a huge game for us. The Chiefs have a lot to offer and I’m excited 
to play these guys.  Put all the stuff to bed, let’s see who deserves number one in 
our division, and this is the game to prove it. 



Woodyard's World: Week 10 
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 8, 2013  

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard blogs about this week's game at San Diego and the 
news of Coach Fox's release from the hospital. 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry about this week's game at San Diego 
and the news of Coach Fox's release from the hospital. 

We’re back at it after the bye week and ready to start a tough stretch with a lot of 
division games in front of us. It’s really important to get off to a good start against 
the other AFC West teams. We want to establish that dominance. 

Right now, obviously, we’re not first in our division – so that’s on our mind. San 
Diego is a good challenge this week. We’re on the road, it’s just our second division 
game – and it is against a good team – so we’re excited for the opportunity that 
we’ve got. 

Philip Rivers and Antonio Gates have got a great connection that we’ve been 
playing against for years. Even when he’s covered, Rivers has that confidence in 
him to get the ball to him. They’ve been doing it for a long time and they’re a 
challenge. 

I know you guys remember last year’s game at San Diego. This year is a new year, 
but that game sparked a good streak for us. 

We were losing by 24 at halftime and then just put it together as a team in the 
locker room. I think that was the biggest thing. Coach Fox challenged us and we 
were able to come out with a W. 

Speaking of Coach Fox, we got the good news just a bit ago that he was released 
from the hospital. 

Man, that’s extremely good news. We didn’t think he was going to get out this 
early. We’re glad he’s recovering and healthy, man. Foxy’s a soldier. He’s going to 
be a tough guy to keep out of anything. We’re glad to hear that he’s doing well. 



Klee: Woodyard the leader of Broncos' 
defense
By Paul Klee  
Colorado Springs Gazette 
November 8, 2013 

DENVER - What's the international code for a tired athlete? 

Hands on the hips. It screams, "I'm beat, man." 

Now watch the Broncos defense at San Diego on Sunday. Watch Wesley Woodyard. 

"If Wood sees me and Vick (Kevin Vickerson) with our hands on our hips, he'll slap 
'em down," defensive tackle Terrance Knighton told me Thursday, "He'll knock 'em 
down. Next game, just watch." 

Look, Ma. No hands. Not on Wood's defense. 

And make no mistake about it: the Broncos defense is Wood's defense. 

"He's the best leader I've ever been around," said Knighton, a fifth-year veteran. 
"By far. I couldn't imagine our defense without him." 

But for how long will Woodyard remain the leader of the Broncos defense? 

After this season, his sixth with the Broncos and in the NFL, Woodyard transitions 
into a precarious state. The linebacker becomes an unrestricted free agent. 

Woodyard is the kind of leader you miss when he's gone. Quick, which games did 
the high-flying Broncos look most pedestrian? Jacksonville, a win, and Indianapolis, 
a loss. 

Guess who didn't play? Woodyard was sidelined with a neck injury. 

Don't let him be gone, Broncos. Commit to Woodyard, long-term. 

This is the final year of Wood's contract. I get the impression the Broncos are 
committed to building their future defense around linebacker Von Miller, whose 
traffic tickets and vacant memory are no match for his generational talent. 

I also get the impression they are committed to the real leader of the defense: No. 
52. Here's an educated guess the Broncos will lock up Woodyard. 



In a league where brushes with the law and locker-room shenanigans lead off 
SportsCenter more often than they should, Woodyard is one of the many good 
guys. 

Being a good guy doesn't count for everything, but it should count for something. 

"Wesley's a terrific leader for us," interim coach Jack Del Rio said. 

In recent memory, the Broncos teams that advanced deep into the playoffs had a 
team captain at linebacker who could rally his teammates in the toughest games. 

In that sense, Wood can be John Mobley. He can be Al Wilson. 

Teammates appreciate Woodyard because he has their back. When a position coach 
asks what happened on a busted play, it's Wood who stands up and accepts 
accountability. 

Now is the time when Wood needs to earn the big bucks. 

With head coach John Fox in a North Carolina hospital bed, the impetus to keep this 
train rolling to the Super Bowl isn't on Del Rio or the coaches. 

It's on the veterans in the Broncos' locker room, team captains like Woodyard. 

"(Fox) called all the captains on Saturday and Sunday to kind of tell them what's 
going on," Peyton Manning said. 

Outside the Dove Valley headquarters, Fox is underappreciated for the Broncos' 18-
2 record since the last time Denver played at San Diego. His impact is not limited to 
what the world sees on NFL Sundays, but the enthusiasm he brings Monday to 
Saturday. 

Absent Fox, it's up to the veteran players to slap their hands off their hips. 

"Leaders have a calming effect on a football team," vice president of football 
operations John Elway said. 

When the 2008 NFL draft passed and Woodyard wasn't selected, then-Broncos 
coach Mike Shanahan called him twice. The second call was to make certain 
Woodyard would join the Broncos as an undrafted free agent. 

"It was an exciting moment for me," Woodyard said. 

Here's another exciting moment hopefully still to come: 

The day Wood signs his next contract with the Broncos. 



Woodyard's World: Week 8 
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 25, 2013 

Linebacker Wesley Woodyard blogs about the start of his NFL career under then-
Broncos, now-Redskins Head Coach Mike Shanahan. 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry about the start of his NFL career under 
then-Broncos, now-Redskins Head Coach Mike Shanahan. 

I’m excited to get back out there with my teammates this week. I’ve been sitting 
on that sideline – I don’t know how many more games I could have coached over 
there. It was an exciting experience to get a chance to just sit down and help my 
teammates out, but I love playing football. 

I’m excited to get back out there with my teammates and having that bond that we 
have as a defense, and as a whole team. 

We’re playing the Redskins this week and as you probably know, their head coach 
is Mike Shanahan, who was here when I came into the league in 2008. 

Although I didn’t get drafted, I got a phone call. On the other end was (Assistant 
Director of Pro Personnel Anthony) ‘Champ’ Kelly. 

He was like, "Hey, you know, are you still looking to play football? Come on out 
here and play." And then he was like, "Hold on, wait, Coach Shanahan wants to talk 
to you." So I paused for a second and I really couldn’t believe it. 

Then Coach Shanahan got on the phone and I was excited. He was like, "Yeah, 
Wes, we want to give you a shot to come out here and make this team. We think 
you have a really good shot to make the team." 

So he called once – and about 10 minutes later, he called back again to make sure 
I was going to come out. I was like, "Yeah, I’m coming, I’ll be out there, I’ll be a 
Denver Bronco." So I flew out here the next day. 

The thing I remember most about Shanahan is my first summer camp, I walked up 
to him and introduced myself. He looked back with a big smile on his face and said, 
"I know exactly who you are. We’re glad to have you here, just make sure you give 
us your best to make this team." 



It was just a big deal for me, man. Seeing him – I had heard a lot about him, being 
a football fan – he’s a great coach and it was a lot for me, it was a big day for me. 

So that’s the story of how I got my start in the league and with the Broncos. 

I’m looking forward to getting back out there for our game this week, and then 
we’ve got the bye week coming up next. 

I’m going to get away from football. I’m going to reset my mind. That’s the whole 
thing about the bye week. Nobody wants to act like, "Oh, you’ve gotta do football." 
No, you need to reset your mind and it’ll help you be refocused. 



Started From The Bottom
By Gabe Hiatt 
Redskins.com 
October 24, 2013 

Redskins fullback Darrel Young and Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard impressed 
the same man to start their careers. On Sunday, they’ll collide at the line of 
scrimmage. 

Both players started from the bottom. They were undrafted free agents who ran 
with opportunities extended by Mike Shanahan. 

When Young watched film this week, he saw a kindred spirit in Woodyard, who is 
expected return to action after missing the past two weeks. 

“(Running backs coach Bobby Turner) was talking about yesterday how (Woodyard) 
was a young guy, he was playing well and got his name made on scout team. He’s 
becoming a hell of a football player.” Young said. 

In 2008, Woodyard signed with Denver as a college free agent from Kentucky. He 
played in all 16 games, started six and led the Broncos in special teams tackles. His 
teammates have voted him a team captain for the past five years. 

Woodyard told the Denver media Wednesday how much he appreciated Shanahan 
giving him a shot. He said Shanahan treated everyone equally. 

“He was one of those guys that always kept it straightforward,” Woodyard said. 

“He never ‘B.S.’d’ anybody. He always told you exactly what you wanted to hear 
from a head coach. He never cut you short on anything. He kept it real. [We] had a 
straightforward relationship. I believed in him and he believed in me.” 

According to Young, Shanahan hasn’t changed. 

Young made Washington’s practice squad in 2009, but he didn’t join the Redskins’ 
active roster until Shanahan became head coach in 2010 and asked the college 
linebacker to try out at fullback. 

In that season, Young played in 15 games, scored a touchdown on his first career 
reception and established himself as a stalwart on special teams. 

He believed he would get his chance if he worked hard enough to please his head 
coach. 



“I’ll never forget the first day I sat in meetings, I was sitting right behind Albert 
Haynseworth, and (Shanahan) said, ‘If you work hard, you’ll be here.’ 

“I was like, ‘I’ve got a chance then.’ They all say that, but who believes it? It’s just 
the way his message came across. I felt like I had a chance.” 

Young said Shanahan often recounts the story of Rod Smith and Ed McCaffrey, the 
second pair of receivers in NFL history to each catch more than 100 passes in the 
same season. 

The Broncos cut three former-first round picks at wide receiver in 1995 and put 
their trust in Smith, an undrafted player from Missouri Southern State, and 
McCaffrey, a third-rounder who played for the Giants and 49ers. 

The players became key cogs on the Broncos’ Super bowl teams because of 
Shanahan had confidence in them. 

“You can win like that and you want to be around a guy like that,” Young said. “At 
the end of the day everyone has to work hard to stay here and perform well.” 



Woodyard's World: Week 7 
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 18, 2013 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry about about returning to the practice 
field and Von Miller's return to the defense. 

While I wish I could have played, it was pretty cool to be on the sidelines helping 
out last week. Coaching is something that I want to do when I’m done playing 
football. I was watching the tendencies, what we scouted on and giving our guys 
coaching points of what to do, but I definitely want to be on the field this week. 

It felt good to be back out there on the practice field the last couple days. I finally 
got a chance to get back out there with my pads on. It’s really exciting to see the 
whole team back together out there with Von and Champ back. 

I think everyone is excited about Von’s return this week.  

Man, where do I start with what he brings to the defense? I think his pass-rushing 
ability is the biggest thing that we really rely on so it’s good to get back our best 
pass rusher. He can do a ton of different things, but that’s something we’re really 
counting on. 

It helps a lot that he’s been around the building this whole time. He’s been taking 
notes every week like he’s been getting ready to play. He’s been approaching every 
week as if he was getting ready to play and that’s a good thing. He’s not taking a 
step back, he’s just picking up where he left off last year. 

There’s a lot of hype surrounding this game. We all know that, but it’s one of those 
things where you don’t even have to talk about it.  

Peyton is our quarterback and besides that, he’s a great guy. Any time you have a 
teammate that goes back and plays their own team, you want to get that win just 
for them. That’s one of those times where you enjoy putting other people before 
yourself. So, it’s a big game for him. He doesn’t need to say anything, we don’t 
need to say anything – that’s just a given. 



Wesley Woodyard: Leader by Nature 
By Stuart Zaas Digital 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 5, 2013 

EDITOR'S NOTE: The following was the cover story in the Gameday program from 
Sept. 23, when the Broncos defeated the Raiders 37-21. 

The three linebackers at the top of the Broncos’ depth chart entered the 2013 
season with a combined total of 31 starts. 

All 31 belonged to the man in the middle, Wesley Woodyard. 

Neither of his linebacker counterparts Nate Irving and Danny Trevathan had ever 
started an NFL game before, but with Woodyard’s leadership, the unit quickly jelled 
into a productive and cohesive unit. 

“I just tell guys, ‘You never know what kind of opportunity you have at hand, so 
take advantage of it,’” Woodyard said of his advice to the young linebackers. “One 
of my veterans, Mario Haggan, told me, ‘Hey, a lot of young guys aren’t blessed 
with the opportunity to get a chance to play the game of football so early. It’s an 
opportunity that you don’t want to give up.’” 

It wasn’t long ago that Woodyard was a first-year, full-time defensive starter 
himself. 

Filling in for a suspended D.J. Williams at the start of the 2012 season, Woodyard 
grabbed hold of a starting position and hasn’t let go. 

He was the only player in the NFL in 2012 – and just the 12th player in the last 30 
years – to record at least 100 tackles, five sacks and three interceptions in a single 
season. He set career highs with 114 tackles, which led the club, 5.5 sacks, three 
interceptions and six pass breakups. 

“I remember when I first came into the league, the chances of me making the team 
was a longshot,” Woodyard said. “A few things happened for me to get out there on 
that field and I’m able to be put on the same level as guys that were drafted in the 
low rounds or undrafted guys and just lead by example.” 

Woodyard was once again voted a team captain by his teammates prior to the start 
of the 2013 season. He has served as a captain in each of his six NFL seasons, 
joining Floyd Little as the only players in Broncos history with that distinction. 

After serving as a game captain as a rookie, Woodyard was elected a season-long 
captain in his next four campaigns as a special-teams representative. But after 



starting 14 games at linebacker in 2012, Woodyard’s role on defense has increased 
to the point where he was chosen as a defensive captain this season. 

His role as a leader has helped a position group that after Woodyard has a third-
year player in Nate Irving and then a pair of second-year pros in Steven Johnson 
and Danny Trevathan as the longest-tenured Broncos currently on the active roster. 

“I’ve never been the type of guy that likes to follow,” Woodyard said. “I like to go 
out there and try to lead by example. It comes easy to me because I’m just being 
myself. I’m not doing anything that I wouldn’t normally do.” 

Woodyard credits his mother with instilling those leadership qualities early in his life 
that have translated onto the field. 

“If I didn’t do something right, I was disciplined,” Woodyard said. “I wasn’t beat or 
anything, my mom was just real strict on always doing the right thing and being 
dependable. There were times that she couldn’t be there at home with me and my 
brother and we had to do the right things. It’s kind of the same on football field. 

“Your coaches can tell you everything to do, but they’re not out there on the field 
with you. You have to be accountable to your teammates and those are your 
brothers.” 

This season marks the first in which Woodyard has played middle linebacker in the 
NFL, after moving inside from the weakside, where he played to start his NFL 
career. But it’s not the first time he’ll be filling that defensive leadership role on the 
field. 

“He’s been helping me since I first got here – telling me everything I was doing 
bad,” Irving said. “He’s been giving constructive criticism. It’s something that all 
players need. He’s been there from the start giving that to me. It has helped me 
move forward.” 

Last season, Woodyard wore the communication headset even though he played 
weakside linebacker in the team’s base defense. 

In 2012, when the team deployed its nickel packages, Woodyard would move inside 
due to his versatility and ability to be effective against both the run and the pass. 
So his move to middle linebacker isn’t a drastic change for a player who is used to 
playing all over the defense. 

“He’s one of the captains on the defense and he’s been the signal caller for the last 
two years,” Linebackers Coach Richard Smith said. “In our sub package last year, 
he always played the inside linebacker position. I think right now it has been a 
really good and easy carryover for him. I really like his speed and athletic ability at 
the position. He’s looked like he’s belonged there all along.” 



When Woodyard arrived at the University of Kentucky, he was a safety. 

Then during his freshman year, he became a middle linebacker. 

After that season he moved back to outside linebacker, where he played until this 
year. 

All that experience has helped him become a more complete player and a better 
leader since he knows where his teammates are going to be on any given play. 

“I think the more you can do it allows our defense to be a better defense,” 
Woodyard said. “Whether that is moving to Will or moving to Mike or dropping back 
in coverage, it allows our defense to do more things. That brings it back to being 
accountable and being dependable.” 

His background not only as a versatile player but also one who rose from being an 
undrafted free agent to a key defensive contributor has helped inspire his 
teammates to do the same. 

Woodyard was a special-teams standout to start his career, having led the team in 
special-teams tackles in three of his first five NFL seasons. 

“It says a lot about him,” Irving said of Woodyard’s background as an undrafted 
free agent. “You see the hunger and the fire in him. He brings that out there to the 
practice field. It’s kind of contagious and you feed off that when you’re out there 
with him.” 

“We had a connection right off the bat,” echoed Trevathan, who also attended 
Kentucky. “He has always been that guy that you can go to when you need help. 
He’s easy to talk to. He’s always been just like a brother.” 

As Woodyard continues his rise, he is looking to build off the confidence that he 
gained from his breakout season in 2012. 

“In order to be successful in the NFL, you have to have confidence in yourself,” he 
said. “It’s not about being cocky, but to me it all revolves around the same thing – 
having confidence in yourself, enjoying the game of football and loving it. Those 
three things run hand-in-hand for me and without those three, I don’t think you can 
last in this league for long.” 



Woodyard’s World: Week 5
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
October 4, 2013 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his latest entry about about this week's game at Dallas 
and his reality TV debut. 

Well, it’s Friday and we’re starting to get our bags packed for tomorrow’s trip to 
Dallas. 

The Cowboys are a good team, a tough team to go against. They are are always a 
team to look out for. They have a good running attack and a good passing attack. 
Overall, they are a balanced team, whether they are going to pass it or run the ball. 

We definitely have to stop Witten and our DBs definitely have to know where No. 
88, Dez Bryant, is. Those are pretty much the keys in the passing game – and then 
if Miles Austin is going, we have to be tough on him, too. 

On the running side, it’s another week and another one of the league’s top running 
backs that we’ll be trying to limit. That is a challenge, but it’s always a challenge 
that we welcome as a front seven. Those guys don’t like going into games where 
they aren’t going to get a lot of rushing attempts. It’s going to be a challenge that 
we welcome and it doesn’t matter which running back they put back there. They 
are all capable runners. We’re excited and we want to go out there and shut them 
down.

To me, I love that whole atmosphere that stadium presents. That’s what it’s all 
about to me. If you’re a player, you want everything to be built up around football 
at that time. Whether that’s walking through the tunnel and you see the glass with 
everybody banging on it or you look up and see that giant screen or you look 
farther and see the go-go dancers up there – to me it is exciting. That’s what I love 
about football. All that anticipation and build up from the crowd. They have a great 
stadium and I’m looking forward to playing there this week. 

I know that since they moved the Oakland-San Diego game to later at night, our 
game is going to be broadcast to nearly the entire country. It’s going to be exciting 
to be back out there in a primetime situation, kind of like our Thursday night and 
Monday night games earlier this year. We’re ready. We like the bright lights. 

Big-time players make big-time plays in big-time games. 



It’s funny, we practiced in snow today and then we’re traveling to Dallas tomorrow 
where it will be warm. I like the snow though. I’ve never had a snow game. I have 
a feeling we’re going to get at least one this year. I wish the snow would have been 
coming down hard today like the rain we had during practice a few weeks ago. I 
like this snow, but I’m definitely looking forward to getting a chance at the real 
stuff.  

Moving to off-the-field talk, how many of you watched the debut of the Deckers’ 
reality show on E!? Did you see me on there?  

It was cool though. My wife liked seeing me on there, at least – she smiled.  

I think the thing about it is that Eric and Jessie, they’re really in love. A lot of 
people can say things and say bad things, but to me, I think it’s a positive for their 
relationship. They both match each other well. Eric is a cool, calm guy and you 
never know what you’re going to get with Jessie. They go well together and the 
most important thing is that they believe in God and they are in love with each 
other and you can never take that away from them. 

Now, I’m kind of known as a jokester in the locker room sometimes, so I’m a little 
suspicious that Eric had me on there so I couldn’t make fun of him at all.  

And now I’ve been getting some of the jokes. It’s cool though. Eric is a great guy so 
I was happy to be a part of it. 



Undrafted linebacker Wesley Woodyard 
now anchor of Broncos defense 
By Joan Niesen  
The Denver Post 
September 28, 2013 

Eighty-eight years ago, New York Yankees dugout. First baseman Wally Pipp sat out 
his team's baseball game because of a headache. Lou Gehrig replaced him in the 
lineup and Pipp never regained his starting job.  

What does this have to do with the Broncos? 

Everything, according to Wesley Woodyard. Defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio has 
told his players the tale many a time, Woodyard said with a smile. The linebacker 
laughs: Wally Pipp and the next man up. 

Five years ago, as an undrafted rookie, Woodyard was the next man up, a fill-in 
starter for injured veteran D.J. Williams. When Williams was suspended by the NFL 
in 2012, it was Woodyard who filled in again, and he became the first player in 
Broncos history to have 50 tackles along with multiple sacks (three) and 
interceptions (two) in the season's first eight games. Williams was released in 
March. 

The point, of course, is not to steal a teammate's job or doom a career. Woodyard 
mentions Pipp because the next man up — and what he might become — is the 
tenet that has guided the Broncos' defensive unit this season, with the sixth-year 
captain at the forefront. How else can the defense look at the temporary losses of 
its aging star, cornerback Champ Bailey, and best player, linebacker Von Miller, 
without so much as blinking an eye?  

"That next-man mentality is so important in this league, and especially on our 
team," Woodyard said. "That helps everybody jell and bond together, when we get 
a guy stepping in that doesn't get a chance to play that much, and he comes in, 
and now he's playing like a starter. It's good to see that happen throughout our 
defense." 

Even if Miller were playing, Woodyard would still be the veteran among the Denver 
linebackers, the player who became a captain before many fans even knew who he 
was. People ask him how he earned such a designation as a minor player at the 
beginning of his career, and he's yet to find an explanation beyond the simple fact 
that that's just who he is. 

"My teammates respect me, and they respect everything I say," Woodyard said. 
"You know, it goes hand in hand, being yourself and just always staying on top of 
your own game." 

Second-year linebacker Danny Trevathan, who's getting big playing time as a result 
of Miller's suspension, attended Kentucky, also Woodyard's alma mater. The two 



never overlapped, but Trevathan said from the minute he put on a Wildcats 
uniform, he was compared to the older player, Woodyard's name "ringing all 
around" him. 

When he arrived in Denver, Trevathan wasn't sure what to expect from the man 
he'd heard so much about, but he said Woodyard has become like a brother to him. 

"It's just fun to be out there playing with that guy, to see the way he carries 
himself on the field," Trevathan said. "It's just a fun atmosphere out there, flying 
around."

Woodyard's brand of play — speed, dedication, humility — has come to define a 
group of players who could just as easily have been branded the lesser 
replacements for a suspended star. In the Broncos' 3-0 start, Woodyard already has 
13 tackles, 12 assists and one sack, and his leadership by example is paying off. 
That said, he still sees room for improvement.  

"I'll say it: I'm not satisfied, and my teammates aren't satisfied with our play, even 
though we've been doing some good things," Woodyard said. "We've got to 
continue to keep that success going throughout the four quarters." 

He knows better than most. There's always a next man up. 



Woodyard's World: Week 2 
By Wesley Woodyard 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 12, 2013 

Wesley Woodyard talks about the season-opening win, his ankle injury and 
Denver's Week 2 opponent. 

Editor's note: Linebacker Wesley Woodyard, who was voted as a team captain for 
the fifth-consecutive season this year, will contribute blog entries thoughout the 
2013 season. See below for his second entry about Denver's season-opening win, 
his ankle injury and the Broncos' Week 2 opponent. 

It felt really good to get a victory to start the season last week. That’s what we go 
through training camp for, to start off the season at the right pace. Plus, it felt good 
to get that banner off our stadium. 

I got back on the practice field today for the first time this week after I injured my 
ankle, as you might have seen, against the Ravens. Really, I just got my ankle 
twisted up. 

I did talk to Danny after the game and I just told him to hold onto the damn 
football. I told him that, just joking with him – he was already down on himself. 
Everybody had already said what they said, but it was for me to come pick him up 
and make sure he was still out there making plays. I know I can depend on him to 
make big plays, so he just has to continue to do it every week. I just told him that 
he owes me two touchdowns now, so I’m looking forward to those. 

I was excited about being back out there on the practice field today. Anytime you 
get an injury, especially like the injury I had – how it looked, it could have been a 
lot worse – so I was just thankful to God that I was able to get back out there as 
soon as I was. 

We practiced in the steady rain that all of the Denver area has been dealing with. It 
was cold at the end, but it was fun. You don’t get a lot of chances to practice in 
certain conditions, and rain is definitely a condition that you don’t get many 
opportunities to practice in. So it was pretty much fun at first, then it got a little bit 
cold. 

We leave for this week’s game against the Giants tomorrow. They’re a pretty good 
team. They’ve got a good rushing attack despite fumbling the ball last game. I 
think that’s their strength, if you ask me. They can run the ball really well. 



Obviously, everyone knows about their passing threat, going up against Eli – he’s 
one of the best quarterbacks in the league. They offer a lot of different weapons 
that they can put out on the field in different situations, so it’s going to be a good 
game for us. 

Going up against Peyton prepares us a lot. It’s exciting that every day we’re out 
there on that field going up against Peyton. Our offense gives us different looks, 
whether it’s two tight ends, one tight end, four receivers, five receivers, two 
running backs – it’s just different looks. They always prepare us for what’s ahead. 



Woodyard again Mr. Fix-It for Broncos 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
August 22, 2013 

In 2008, Mike Shanahan liked Wesley Woodyard's speed, his attitude and his on-
field savvy, he liked what Woodyard’s future might be. So, Shanahan and the 
Broncos kept the former University of Kentucky linebacker around, elevating the 
SEC's tackles leader to the 53-man roster as an undrafted rookie. 
 
With plenty of road traveled since then, Woodyard is still with the Broncos, he's still 
fast, smart and a respected leader. And six seasons later, Woodyard is still carving 
out a bigger role with the team seemingly with each passing season, finding ways 
to fill needs and solve problems, as the guy who saves the day after somebody 
else's trouble. 
 
Last season Woodyard, who had been special teams ace and spot player on 
defense, became a full-time starter at weak-side linebacker when D.J. Williams was 
suspended for the first nine games of the season. By the time the year was over 
Woodyard had put together a remember-when season and was just the 12th player 
since the sack became an official statistic in 1982 to finish with at least 100 tackles, 
at least five sacks and at least three interceptions in the same year. 
 
Woodyard was the first do that in the league since Brian Urlacher in 2007. 
Woodyard's athletic enough that Shanahan once played him at safety and such a 
rock-solid guy in the locker room he’s been a team captain for three different head 
coaches -- Shanahan, Josh McDaniels and John Fox. 
 
“I’ve always believed I could play this game,’’ Woodyard said. “But it’s about 
getting the opportunity and being ready for the opportunity. Last season I got it 
and I made sure I was ready for it.’’ 
 
This season another suspension has pushed the Broncos defensive plans off the 
drawing board as they wrestle with the prospect of Von Miller missing the first six 
games of the season because Miller violated the league’s substance abuse policy. 
So, now as defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio plays the mix-and-match game to 
deal with the loss of his best defensive player, Del Rio has moved Woodyard to 
middle linebacker as the first step. 
 
“Wesley can play multiple spots,’’ Del Rio said. “He’s done that for us here. We’re 
looking for combinations. We’ve been moving guys around a lot ... but Wesley 



showed last year he’s a good football player. (He) played a lot of snaps for us and 
(was) very productive for us. We’re going to get the best combinations of people on 
the field when we can and put a plan together to utilize them to the best of their 
abilities and go from there ... Wesley is one of those guys who gives you a lot of 
options because of all he can do.'' 
 
Given Woodyard has practiced at middle linebacker this week and figures to start 
there Saturday night against the Rams -- the third preseason game when the 
starters are expected to play into the third quarter -- Woodyard is on track to get 
the start there against the Ravens in the regular-season opener. Woodyard is also 
in the final year of his contract -- with a $3 million base salary -- so the Broncos 
will face a decision at the end of the season about the long-term future of a player 
they have called upon once again to fix a defensive dilemma. 
 
“I’ve always just wanted to be a guy that didn’t pout, didn’t complain no matter 
what was going on. And if you’re really a leader and not a guy that just says you’re 
a leader, you come to work no matter what with the idea you’re going to help the 
team win a Super Bowl, no matter where they put you. That’s just how I look at it.’’ 

 



Wesley Woodyard's impressive 2012 

Broncos season still worth a look 
 

By Jeff Legwold 
The Denver Post 
June 6, 2013 

 
Today's questions about the Denver Broncos come from Ian Nicol. To submit a 

question for consideration, send an e-mail to The Denver Post's Jeff Legwold. 
 
Q: I'm writing to you about an outrageous oversight from the Broncos' 2012 

season. How in the world did Wesley Woodyard get overlooked for the Pro Bowl? 
His stats are out of control and he is one of the best coverage linebackers in the 

NFL. Can't a coverage linebacker get any respect? 
 
A: Often when a player or coach in the NFL laments how outsiders simply don't 

have the ability to pick all-whatever teams, I, in turn, point to the Pro Bowl voting 
to show the league's players and coaches don't always perform well when they get 

to vote. 
 
Woodyard's 2012 season is certainly Exhibit A to that. Last season, Woodyard had 

114 tackles to lead a defense that finished second in the NFL in yards allowed per 
game (290.8) and was fourth in points allowed per game (18.1). The Broncos also 

finished 13-3, won the division and were the AFC's top seed when the postseason 
opened. 
 

Now, even if it didn't make complete sense, you could at least understand why 

Woodyard wasn't voted initially to the AFC's roster. He was an outside linebacker on 

the ballot and most of the Pro Bowl selections at outside linebacker were pass 
rushers — five of the six outside linebackers initially selected for the game were 
outside linebackers in 3-4 defenses who were, yes, primarily pass rushers. 

Woodyard had made the jump from special teams ace to impact player on the 
defense last season — he had 87 tackles to go with seven starts in 2011. 

 
Sometimes it just takes time for folks to notice, even some of his peers — Champ 
Bailey has said "it takes a year or two after you play like you should be there to get 

there. It's kind of a popularity contest that way sometimes." 
 

But for Woodyard not to be named even an alternate at the position is the real 
oversight. The Chiefs Tamba Hali went to the Pro Bowl as an injury replacement 

when the Chiefs Justin Houston, could not participate, but Woodyard was not 
selected a second, third or fourth alternate either. 
 

But even locally folks may not have appreciated what Woodyard did this past 
season. 

 



When he finished with 114 tackles, 5½ sacks and three interceptions, he became 
just the 12th player in the league since sacks became an official statistic in 1982 to 

finish a season with at least 100 tackles, five sacks and three interceptions in the 
same year. 

 
In doing so he became the only player in the NFL to do that in 2012 and the 
league's first since Brian Urlacher did it in 2007. The only other Broncos player 

since 1982 to do it was safety Dennis Smith in 1983. That year, Smith had 114 
tackles, five sacks and four interceptions. 

 
That's quite a slice of history for Woodyard. It also bodes well for him in terms of a 
Pro Bowl nod if history holds true and he has a quality year this time around in the 

Denver defense. Of the other players who turned the 100-tackles, five-sack, 
threeinterception 

 
trick, all but former Eagles linebacker Seth Joyner were selected to the 
Pro Bowl at some point in their careers. 

 
That's a long way from an undrafted rookie, which is what Woodyard was when he 

arrived to the Broncos in the weeks following the 2008 draft - that turned out to be 
Mike Shanahan's final season with the team. Something that was a bit of a surprise 

for this year's crop of undrafted rookies for the Broncos, who simply see Woodyard 
lined up snap after snap with the starting defense. 
 

"Just remember where you came from," Woodyard said. "That hungry attitude, 
that'll never leave me. Undrafted, looking at my past, I remember that every day I 

wake up getting out of bed. Time to go to work. What makes it easier for me is that 
I love the game of football. 
 

"But they actually didn't know I was undrafted until I told them. They were 
surprised. I was like, 'Yeah, this is where you could be at one day if you continue to 

fight for your goal and set dreams, you can reach them.' They were excited to 

seethat a fellow undrafted player has a chance to be out there on the field." 
  



Woodyard, Bailey, Wolfe Leaders on 

Defense 

Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com  

May 21, 2013 
 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Earlier this offseason, Von Miller called the Broncos' locker 
room one of the best in the NFL. 

 

Part of that, Defensive Coordinator Jack Del Rio confirmed on Tuesday, is the 

abundance of leadership. 

 

Speaking specifically about the defensive side of the ball, Del Rio pointed out two 
Broncos in particular that the rest of the unit looks up to. 

 

"I think Wesley Woodyard stepped forward last year, became a leader for us," he 
said. "Champ Bailey, because of his stature, is a constant force here. So those are 

the two guys that jump to my mind." 

 

"Guys always emerge," he continued. "I try to talk about, 'Look, this is our defense, 
and you need to embrace it and make it your own. Take ownership.' Part of that is 

having leaders step up and take charge." 

 

Another player that the defensive coordinator expects to take a step toward that 
leadership role is second-year defensive lineman Derek Wolfe. 

 

While it was hard for him to be a leader as a rookie, Del Rio said Wolfe began to 
emerge as one as the year went on. Miller said Wolfe has completed that transition 

this offseason. 

 

"He's already the leader in the defensive line room," said Miller, who doesn't 
consider himself a vocal leader and prefers to let his "actions on the field speak for 

(him)." "I think everybody knew he was destined to be that right when we first 
brought him in." 

 

As for Woodyard, he said he "absolutely" prides himself on working his way from an 

undrafted free agent to a team captain and leader on defense. 

 

"It’s something that I’m excited about – getting a chance to be looked at as one of 

the leaders on the defense," he said. "I think that Champ has the back end and me 



up front – I think right now it’s going pretty good. These first few days, it’s too 
early to say anything, but we’re right where we want to be at right now. We have 

our same defense in and it feels comfortable and everybody is having fun. That’s 
what it’s all about." 

  



Draft Memories Fuel Three Broncos 

For Eric Decker, Derek Wolfe and Wesley Woodyard, the draft doesn't always bring 

back positive memories. But all three use it as motivation.  

Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

Apr 17, 2013 
 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- The 2013 NFL Draft kicks off in just eight days. But one of 
the most exciting events of the NFL offseason doesn't always conjure fond 
memories for the players involved. 

 

"It's one of the most stressful times of your life as a player, going through that," 
said defensive lineman Derek Wolfe, a second-round pick in 2012. "It's hard to put 

into words the feelings that you get. Because you have no clue what's going to 
happen, what's in store for your future. So you're just waiting around to see who 
wants you." 

 

Wide receiver Eric Decker agreed that the actual draft weekend was the most 
stressful aspect of the event, but the leadup to it was even harder for him. 

 

After suffering a foot injury in his final season at the University of Minnesota, 

Decker wasn't able to showcase his skills at the NFL Scouting Combine or a Pro 
Day. 

 

But when he finally got the call that he was headed to Denver in the third round, 

the whole process was worth it. 

 

"It was a big relief," he said. "I was excited for the opportunity to play the game 

that I grew up loving. To be with such a great organization, I cherish that moment 
every day that I'm here." 

 

For linebacker Wesley Woodyard, the actual draft never brought a happy ending. 

 

After earning first-team All-SEC honors in each of his final two seasons at Kentucky, 
where he ranked eighth in school history in tackles, Woodyard waited seven 
excruciating rounds but never heard his name called. 

 

"I thought I would never get to play this game again," he recalled. "I think that set 
in to me. I remember when I drove out here to go to the airport. It was dark, 

raining. I shed a few tears." 



 

"Thinking about not having a chance to play this game pushes me every day," he 
said. "It's always there. And my thing is: being undersized and being undrafted, 
those chips will never go away for me, man." 

 

Woodyard didn't let the snub hold him back. Instead, he made the team as an 
undrafted free agent, going on to start six games as a rookie. Fast forward to last 

season, and Woodyard was a team captain for the fourth consecutive season, 
starting 14 games as the only player in the league to record at least 100 tackles, 
five sacks and three interceptions in 2012. 

 

Now, some incoming draft prospects are even compared to Woodyard. 

 

"I think that's what everybody wants to be -- compared to somebody," he said. 
"Especially if you respect the game of football, you want guys coming after you to 

look up to you." 

 

For better or worse, draft memories never go away for many NFL players. And for 

those that feel they should have been drafted sooner -- or at all -- it can serve as 
fuel for a long and successful career. 

 

"When somebody does something like that to you or something like that happens in 

your life, it always has a special place in your heart -- it kind of sticks with you your 
whole life," Wolfe said. "It kind of puts a little chip on your shoulder. But all that 
really matters is where you're at now. It doesn't matter what happened in the past. 

But you can definitely remember that feeling." 

 



Wesley Woodyard wins Broncos' 

"Darrent Williams Good Guy" award 

Tom Kensler 
The Denver Post 

January 3, 2013 

Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard never got to play with cornerback Darrent 
Williams, who was murdered in the early hours of Jan. 1, 2007, after his second 
season with the team. 

"But guys like (cornerback) Champ (Bailey) told me all about him," Woodyard said, 
"just the way he gave back to the community and how he cared about his 
teammates." 

Woodyard was honored Thursday by the Denver chapter of the Pro Football Writers 

Association with the sixth annual Darrent Williams Good Guy Award. 

Woodyard said the award being named for Williams makes it extra special. "This 
really does mean a lot to me," he said. "I'll put it in my office." 

Selected by the local media, the award is given annually to the Broncos player who 

best exemplifies Williams' enthusiasm, cooperation and honesty while meeting with 
members of the media. 

"Wesley is about as good a guy as it gets," coach John Fox said. "He is a great guy 

in that locker room. He's been a leader for the two years I've been here. He's been 
voted a captain by his teammates. 

"Our group in marketing calls on him a lot. And not only does he go (to a function), 

he gets teammates to go. He understands the concept of giving back, and good for 
him. This award is very well deserved." 

Previous award winners were Bailey (2011), Mario Haggan (2010), Elvis Dumervil 
(2009), Ebenezer Ekuban (2008) and John Lynch (2007). 



Denver Broncos linebacker Wesley 

Woodyard having a special season 

Jeff Legwold 
The Denver Post 

December 29, 2012 
 
He's not going to the Pro Bowl. 

But linebacker Wesley Woodyard still stands alone in the NFL this season. 

Woodyard is the league's only player with at least 100 tackles, five sacks and three 
interceptions. 

With a career-high 13 starts this season, Woodyard leads the Broncos with 110 
tackles, ranks third in sacks with 5½ and is tied for the team lead in interceptions 

with three. 

Since the sack became an official NFL statistic in 1982, players had finished a 
season with 100 tackles, five sacks and three interceptions only 11 times. 

Woodyard is the 12th, and the first since Bears star Brian Urlacher in 2007. 

"It's been a lot of fun," Woodyard said. "You try to go out there and not worry 

about stats and go out and just have fun competing with my teammates." 

Woodyard, who has been a team captain four of his five seasons with Denver, 
always has been a key special-teams player, but this season has been his biggest 

opportunity to play on defense. 

Asked about any differences in his game now than in previous years, Woodyard 
said: "Something I really had to accept was what if I don't get a chance. That I 

don't complain, don't pout, come to work every day, being a true leader. A true 
leader doesn't worry about what goes on, they just come to work and be a good 
teammate. And I wanted to be a good teammate no matter what happened and 

just keep working hard." 

About being passed over for the Pro Bowl, Woodyard said: "I can't worry about 
that. Fans were upset enough for me. I want to win a Super Bowl. That's the only 

thing we care about, is winning the Super Bowl. We don't worry about too many 
accolades for ourselves." 

McGahee update. Coach John Fox said Friday that running back Willis McGahee is 

on track to return to the field during the postseason. 



The Broncos put McGahee on injured reserve last month, but designated him for 
return. 

Their hope has been that he would be ready to play if the Broncos advanced to the 

AFC championship game. 

Asked about McGahee's progress, Fox said: "He's rehabbing and all indications are 
it's on schedule. He's getting better every day. He won't be ready anytime real 

soon, but we'll evaluate that as we get going and finish up the regular season. All 
indications are he's making good progress." 

McGahee tore the medial collateral ligament and suffered a compression fracture in 

his right knee during the second quarter of the Broncos' 30-23 victory over the 
Chargers on Nov. 18. 

Injury report. Kick returner Trindon Holliday (ankle) and cornerback Tracy Porter 

(concussion) didn't participate in Denver's practice Friday. 

Holliday is listed as doubtful by the Broncos for Sunday's game against Kansas City. 
Porter has been declared out. 

Veteran guard Chris Kuper (ankle) participated in practice on a limited basis 
Thursday and Friday after being held out Wednesday. He is listed as questionable 

for Sunday. 

Fox said he isn't concerned about Kuper's availability for the playoffs. 

"He's making good headway. He's healthier," Fox said. "He's been out for a little 
bit, and we're just trying to make sure he's ready to play football." 

Footnotes. Fox, on Denver needing better ball security: "Anytime you have that 
ball, you have the other 10 guys' best interest at hand. It's something we'll 
cont0inue to work on." ... The Chiefs list only wide receiver Terrance Copper (knee) 

as out for Sunday's game.  

  



Wesley Woodyard Gives Toys To Needy 

Children For Christmas 

CBS Denver 

December 11, 2012 

 

DENVER (CBS4) – Denver Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard is one of many on 

the team who enjoys giving back. 

On Monday night Woodyard held his annual event giving toys to children who 

otherwise might not have them during the holiday season. 

“This time of the year it’s really important. You don’t want any kid to not have 

anything to open up during Christmastime,” Woodyard said. “It’s definitely one of 

the seasons to be giving … we really enjoy this platform while we’re on it and 

continue to give back all the time.” 

Woodyard’s charity is called the 16 Ways Foundation after the number he wore in 

high school in Kentucky. Visit 16Ways.org for more information. 

 

  

http://16ways.org/


After seasons in shadows, Broncos' 

Woodyard emerging as playmaker 
 

Dennis Dillion 
Sports Illustrated 
November 1, 2012 

Denver Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard has two rituals he follows before 

every game. 

He prays three times: once before going out for warm-ups, again with his 
teammates and, finally, right before he takes the field for the game. He also texts 

five family members: his mom, Edna Rutledge; his dad, Wesley Woodyard Sr.; his 
older brother, Jazmon Griggs; his cousin, Derrick Kelley; and his fiancée, Veronica 
Whitehead. 

The texts often vary, but his message to his mom usually is the same. He lets her 
know that he's going to make her proud. 

After what Woodyard did in last Sunday night's 34-14 victory over Drew Brees and 
the Saints -- he had 13 tackles (9 solos), a sack, an interception, a forced fumble, 

two passes defended and a tackle for loss -- his family, friends, former coaches and 
every linebacker in the Pro Football Hall of Fame should have swelled with pride. 

It was an extraordinary performance for any defensive player, much less for one 

who came into the NFL a little over four years ago as an undrafted rookie. This is 
how Woodyard explained it. 

"It was one of those things where, throughout the week, you watch film and 

coaches put in plays and some of the things they've drawn up end up playing out 
the way you've been working on the whole week, and it just happens," he said. 
"Once you get going, you don't want to look back. You want to fly around and find 

that football and make something happen for your teammates." 

A fifth-year player originally signed as a free agent after the 2008 draft, Woodyard 
has evolved from a reliably consistent special teams performer to a playmaking 

starting linebacker. He leads the Broncos in tackles (61) and has three sacks. 

He got a taste of what it's like to start as a rookie, when he started six games 
because of injuries to other linebackers, but it took a couple of seasons before he 

started to get comfortable in the Broncos defense. Playing for three different head 
coaches (Mike Shanahan, Josh McDaniels and now John Fox) likely made his 
progress more challenging. 



"But I always believed in myself that I could go out there and make plays," 
Woodyard said. "At the end of the day, I love the game of football. Whenever I'm 

out there on the field, I just play hard and I go 100 percent all the time." 

Although Woodyard, 26, was considered primarily a special teams player when Fox 
took over as coach last year, he has changed the perceptions of both Fox and first-

year defensive coordinator Jack Del Rio. 

Woodyard appreciates that Del Rio, the former head coach of the Jaguars, played 
linebacker in the NFL for 11 seasons. That adds an extra dose of credibility to his 

coaching philosophy. Woodyard said Del Rio is "not going to coach us up to where 
we're robots on the field. He wants everybody to fly around and make plays."  

Del Rio has a mutual admiration for Woodyard. "He's done a good job. He's played 
well; he's practicing with intensity, which we like," Del Rio told Denver reporters. 

"He's done a good job playing for us in a role that's kind of gotten bigger than 
maybe he thought it would be entering the year and we thought it might be 

entering the year, but he's done a nice job of rising up and playing well for us." 

While it took Woodyard a few years to prove he could be a starter, his leadership 
showed up almost from the day he arrived in Denver. This is the fourth consecutive 

year he has been one of the Broncos' captains. Previously, he was a four-year 
captain for the University of Kentucky and a captain as a senior at La Grange (Ga.) 
High. 

His mother instilled the seeds for leadership in Woodyard, who says he is more of a 

leader by example than a guy who tries to stir up the emotions in his teammates 
with fiery speeches or animated dancing before a game. 

"My thing is I'd rather show guys instead of talking about it and not doing 

anything," he said. "I think when you play hard and you know what you're doing, it 
makes it easier for your teammates to look up to you and respect you." 

Former safety Brian Dawkins, who came to Denver from Philadelphia as a free 

agent in 2009, mentored Woodyard and helped him develop confidence in himself. 

"He most definitely did," Woodyard said. "Just to hear him give me that confidence 
boost and telling me I can be a good player one day, and just work hard and never 
forget where I came from and what got me to where I'm at now." 

Growing up in LaGrange, located on the western border of Georgia, about 70 miles 
southwest of Atlanta, Woodyard often was surrounded by family. Both his mother 
and father had six siblings, so you can imagine the passel of aunts, uncles and 

cousins whenever the clan got together for cook-outs. 



Woodyard started playing football when he was six, following in the footsteps of his 
brother, Jazmon. "He was a much better athlete than me," Woodyard said. "I was 

the little brother who looked up to the big brother." 

Ashante Woodyard, a cousin, also helped shape Wesley as a football player. 
Ashante played linebacker in junior college and cornerback at Purdue before getting 

a chance to go to the Steelers' training camp. "He was one of the guys who always 
found the football," Wesley said, "and that's one thing he told me about playing 

linebacker. Make sure you find the football." 

At Kentucky, Woodyard earned first-team All-Southeastern Conference honors in 
each of his last two seasons. He played 47 games for the Wildcats, including 42 
starts, and led the team in tackles in each of his last three years. 

Although a couple of NFL teams called and told Woodyard they might select him, 

the 2008 draft came and went without him seeing his name scroll across his TV. 
Just when it looked discouraging, Woodyard received a call from the Broncos -- first 

Champ Kelly, one of its personnel men, and then head coach Mike Shanahan. 

"It was just unbelievable that I got a chance to talk to coach Shanahan," Woodyard 
said. 

"He said he had watched my film and believed I could be a guy who could come out 

there and make the team and contribute early. To get that vibe and that feeling 
from a well-respected head coach meant a lot to me." 

Mixed feelings filled Woodyard on the day he made an early-morning drive from La 

Grange to Atlanta for his flight to Denver. He was excited but also anxious. It was 
dark and rainy as he drove up I-85, but finally the sun came out and Woodyard felt 
he was taking the right path. 

"It was just a blessing that I was given a chance to play football," he recalled. 

When Woodyard's contract expired last March, he had a chance to test the free-

agent market. Instead, he signed a new, two-year deal with the Broncos -- "Denver 
came back to the table with an offer that was suitable and I agreed to it," he said -- 

and stay where his heart was. Woodyard said he loves everyone in Denver -- from 
the equipment manager to the general manager, and, of course, his teammates, 
many of whom called and urged him to come back to the Broncos. 

"There were so many things that fell in line and made me come back," Woodyard 
said. "Champ [Bailey] called. He was like, 'Man, what's the holdup on your side of 
the deal? Come on back and play.' " 

Although Woodyard had started only 16 games in his previous four seasons, he 

knew he would get a chance to win a spot in the lineup because weakside 
linebacker D.J. Williams was suspended for the first six games of the season for 



violating the league's substance abuse policy (another three games were eventually 
added for another violation). To prepare for that opportunity, Woodyard took up a 

new genre of training. 

At the suggestion of former teammate Andra Davis, Woodyard started taking 
boxing classes, working out at a gym owned by DaVarryl "Touch of Sleep" 

Williamson, a former amateur boxing champion who has 22 KOs as a pro. 
Woodyard worked out there three times a week for about two and a half months in 

the spring. 

"It just taught me so much, really, to build on not giving up," Woodyard said. "In 
boxing, it's just one-on-one in that ring, and it tests your willpower. I never had a 
workout that kicked my butt every day, but that did." 

Perhaps Woodyard entertains thoughts of boxing one day? 

"Not at all, man," he said, laughing. "That's a sport I love to train in, but I definitely 
don't want to get in that ring. I have a new-found respect for all boxers." 

And players, coaches and fans have developed an admiration for Woodyard. The 
Broncos list him at 6-feet, 229 pounds -- Woodyard says he's closer to 6-1, 230 -- 

and some observers used to think he was undersized for linebacker. 

"It's a shame that with all this technology we don't have anything that measures 
the size of someone's heart," Woodyard said. "The way that I'm built, I feel like I 

can beat anybody. And that's not being overconfident. It's just believing in myself 
and never wanting to quit and never knowing what giving up feels like. Believing in 

yourself -- that's the biggest thing." 

That's one message Woodyard doesn't have to text. 

 
 

 



Broncos’ Wesley Woodyard named AFC 

defensive player of the week 

Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 

October 31, 2012 
 
This is almost getting monotonous. Another week, another player-of-the-week 

honor for the Broncos. 

This time it was Broncos linebacker Wesley Woodyard who was named AFC 
defensive player of the week after his dominating performance in a 34-14 win 

Sunday night against the New Orleans Saints. 

Woodyard had 13 tackles (9 solo), one sack, one interception, two passes defensed 
and one forced fumble. He became the first NFL player in five years (Kansas City 

linebacker Napoleon Harris) to record double-digit tackles, a sack, an interception 
and a forced fumble in a single game. 

Woodyard leads the Broncos this season with 58 tackles while also posting three 
sacks, two interceptions, three passes defensed and one forced fumble. He joins 

Cleveland linebacker D’Qwell Jackson as the only two NFL players this year with at 
least 50 tackles, three sacks and two interceptions. 

Woodyard follows quarterback Peyton Manning, who received the AFC offensive 

honor in Week 7, and cornerback Tracy Porter, who was honored in Week 1, as 
Broncos who have won a weekly award this season. 

Only eight other players in the past 30 years have filled the defensive boxscore as 

Woodyard did Sunday. (Check out the game former CU Buff Chad Brown had): 

Player Opp (Date) …………………. Tk .. Sk .. Int .. FF 
 

Wesley Woodyard, Den.vs. N.O. (10/28/12) 13 … 1 …. 1 .. 1 
Napoleon Harris, K.C. at Chi. (9/16/07) 12 … 1 …. 1 .. 1 
DeMeco Ryans, Hou. at Oak. (12/3/06)…. 15 … 1 …. 1 .. 1  

Eric Barton, NYJ vs. Sea. (12/19/04) … 11 … 1 …. 1 .. 1 
Willie McGinest, N.E. at NYJ (12/20/03). 11 .. 1.5 … 1 .. 1 

Greg Wesley, K.C. at Min. (12/20/03)… 11 …. 1 …. 1 .. 1 
Rodney Harrison, S.D. at Buf. (10/15/00) 12 …. 1 …. 1 .. 1 
Chad Brown, Pit. vs. Cin. (10/13/96) … 11 .. 4.5 … 1 … 1 

Bryan Cox, Mia.at N.E. (9/10/95) ……. 13 ….. 1 … 1 … 1 

 

 



On or off the NFL field, Woodyard says 

Mom knows best 

By Dick Gabriel 
Big Blue Insider 

July 16, 2012 
 

He was an all-stater in high school in Lagrange, Georgia, an All-Southeastern 

Conference performer at Kentucky and now, Wesley Woodyard is one of the top 

special teams linebackers in the National Football League. 

And for that, we have Edna Sutton to thank. 

She is the mother of Woodyard, who returned to his old Kentucky home over the 

weekend to hold a free camp for youngsters, looking to learn the game that has 

carried Woodyard to the top of his profession. 

He could be spending his down time on a beach somewhere, sipping something 

with an umbrella floating in it, but instead, Woodyard is giving back.  It’s a lesson 

he got from his mom. 

“That’s something my mom always taught me,” he said. “Give back to people who 

need help and are willing to be helped.” 

As soon as he made the Broncos, as an undrafted free agent, Woodyard set about 

making a difference in the Denver community.  Because of his charity work, he was 

the Broncos’ nominee for the Walter Payton NFL Man of the year each of the last 

two seasons.  But actually becoming an NFL player was surprisingly difficult for a 

man who twice led the SEC in tackles. 

On draft day, every team in the league passed on Woodyard, who signed with the 

Broncos in part because of encouragement from Denver’s assistant pro personnel 

director, Champ Kelly, a former Wildcat himself.  He called it a gloomy time in his 

life, but his mother urged him never to give up. 

Woodyard quickly established himself as a playmaker, and for three of the past four 

seasons he has been the Broncos special teams captain. 

“ I started my career (at UK) on special teams,” he said, “the first Louisville 

game.  Coach Ort (then special teams coach Steve Ortmayer) loved me to death. 

I’d go down the field and sacrifice my body.” 

For so many players hoping to catch on in the NFL, special teams can be their ticket 

to the big league.  Ex-UK tailback Alfonso Smith hooked on with the Arizona 



Cardinals via special teams, and former Wildcat linebacker Danny Travathan is 

hoping follow Woodyard’s path with the Broncos. “If you can’t play special teams, 

you can’t really do much,” Woodyard said. “It can increase your chances of playing 

10-13 years. “ 

Woodyard is looking to serve as a mentor for Travathan, who will be competing 

with him for playing time, as well as a slot on the roster. 

“You fight for your job every year,” Woodyard said.  “It’s something I appreciate.  I 

see new guys get drafted and come in every year.  I thrive on competition. I love 

being a competitive guy. I love the game of football and make sure I put my all in 

it.” 

Woodyard is confident Travathan will stick. 

“Danny is a great athlete,” he said. “I respect him.  I picked him up and took him 

out to eat.  The first thing he said was, ‘I want to contribute to the team, no matter 

what it is. I want to help you guys win.’   A young guy who says that, the future is 

bright. That’s the attitude you want to have. 

“He’s one of the best guys I’ve seen come in a as rookie.” 

Travathan no doubt would remind Denver fans of the kid out of Kentucky who made 

the squad in 2008.  Woodyard has led the team in special teams tackles in three of 

his four NFL seasons.  Last year he started a career-high seven games, finishing 

second on the club with a personal-best 87 tackles (60 solo).  And he did it using 

the skills that made him a fan-favorite in Lexington. 

“The biggest thing, is whatever got you to the NFL as a linebacker, you never want 

to lose those instincts, the way you play the game,” he said. “You want to get 

better, year in and year out.” 

And, he says, be coachable. 

“A lot of guys get to the league and think, Well, I’m a professional, I don’t have to 

listen. But you learn something new every day in the NFL. Your learning curve has 

to increase.” 

Woodyard was part of a defensive unit that found itself in the middle of a debate 

last season, once the Broncos began winning with Tim Tebow at 

quarterback.  Tebow-backers pointed to the almost other-worldly type comebacks 

Denver put up; Tebow-bashers insisted it was the defense that was putting the 

team in a position to win that any NFL quarterback could exploit. 



Woodyard said the Bronco defenders were fine with Tebow getting the credit. They 

appreciated the work ethic they saw in the former Florida Gator.  “We’re like 

offensive linemen,” he said. “We don’t get much praise. 

“Nobody in the locker room wanted any attention,” he said. “When they named him 

the starter, he took that team over. He was there, day in and day out, from six to 

six at night, sometimes 10 o’clock at night. Sometimes, he’d sleep there.  He was 

just a guy who worked hard. He never wanted anybody to be let down. When it 

came fourth quarter time, it was ‘Tebow time.’ ” 

Woodyard played on one of the best UK team in years, the 2007 squad that won 

eight games – but still couldn’t find a way to beat the Gators.  “He rubbed his glory 

days in my face from time to time,” Woodyard said with a laugh, “but getting a 

chance to compete against him, I respect everything he did. And getting a chance 

to see finally why Florida was so successful, it was because of him.  He never let 

anybody down. He found a way to push guys better than anybody I’ve seen.” 

Woodyard says he wishes Tebow the best with the New York Jets, but he’s excited 

to have Peyton Manning at quarterback now. “He’s one of the best to play the 

game. He’s on point out there. He has the keys to the facility,” he said. “He’s one of 

the guys who sleeps over there some nights.” 

And one of  Manning’s favorite targets is another ex-Wildcat and former Woodyard 

teammate, tight end Jacob Tamme, a free agent Manning suggested to the Bronco 

brass. 

“That says a lot about Tamme – one of the best quarterbacks who ever played the 

game recommends you,” Woodyard said.  “It means a lot, and Tamme is out there. 

He’s been working his butt off. One thing about Tamme is, he comes to work every 

day and competes.  You’re going to be better going up against those guys.” 

Tamme and Woodyard helped lead the Wildcats to a pair of victories in the Music 

City Bowl.  Now, Woodyard is dreaming of something bigger. 

“It would be great to win one of those Super Bowl trophies,” he said, “and get the 

chance to get back in the locker room with Tamme and hold that trophy.  It would 

be special.” 

It would be that – and one more way to make his mother proud. 



Woodyard's Toy Drive 

By Max Henson 

DenverBroncos.com 

December 13, 2011 

DENVER -- A three-time captain, Wesley Woodyard is a revered leader in the 

Broncos locker room. 

He‘s also a leader in the community. 

On Monday a large group of teammates showed their support for Woodyard‘s 

16Ways Foundation, taking part in the non-profit organization‘s second annual toy 

drive at the Downtown Aquarium.  

Guests brought a wide array of unwrapped gifts to the event, placing them under a 

Christmas tree in the ballroom before meeting and greeting the many Broncos in 

attendance. Those gifts will be donated to families with limited means for the 

holidays and a silent auction featuring autographed memorabilia was also held to 

raise money.  

―Giving back to the kids in the community is something I just love doing,‖ 

Woodyard said, who started the 16Ways Foundation to provide resources for at-risk 

youths last year. ―I just love being around the Denver community.‖ 

16Ways‘ mission is to reassure at-risk youths that they matter, in order for them to 

achieve their highest possible academic and social levels, with the intent to become 

productive, contributing members of society. 

Woodyard was proud to say toy drive‘s size doubled in its second year and he was 

overjoyed to see so many guests and teammates walk through the door, dedicating 

their time to his foundation. 

―The biggest thing is that they are out here supporting the cause,‖ Woodyard said. 

―They are here to help give back to kids in Denver that might not have the best 

Christmas.‖ 

Rookie safety Rahim Moore has admired Woodyard‘s work ethic and selfless 

attitude since joining the team in the summer, and he was honored to attend the 

toy drive held by one of the team‘s most respected leaders. 

―Wesley is our locker room, man. He‘s our pride and joy. I had to come,‖ Moore 

said. ―He‘s been a mentor to me, showing me how to go about my daily life. I love 

this guy. If I was a coach I‘d have him on my team any day.‖ 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/wesley-woodyard/5bf4e2fc-acff-479c-9f25-5643d532fb8e/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/rahim-moore/e72e3bec-462b-45d4-a815-fe13df1e68da/


―There is more to him than just a football player.‖ 

The Broncos locker room has known that for quite some time and Monday was just 

another example of Woodyard‘s devotion to community service.  

Quarterback Tim Tebow is another active Bronco in the community, working with a 

foundation of his own to give back. He was one of the first to arrive at Woodyard‘s 

toy drive, supporting a friend and a worthy cause. 

―I‘m proud to call him a teammate, I‘m proud to call him a friend,‖ Tebow said. ―I 

think what he‘s doing is inspiring.‖ 

 

  

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/tim-tebow/071a5a38-08d2-41b2-a0ec-949b28258d40/


Gameday Online: Blood, Sweat and Tears 

By Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

October 14, 2011 

From the Chargers Gameday program: In 2008, Wesley Woodyard put everything 
he had into making the Broncos as an undrafted free agent. He is now a three-time 

captain and a leader on the football field.  

Four years ago, Wesley Woodyard‟s football career was in jeopardy. 

Undrafted, the linebacker boarded a flight to Denver on a “dark, gloomy day,” as he 
remembers it, believing his chances of making the team as a college free agent 

were “slim to none.” But he was going to give it everything he had. 

Fast forward to 2011. Woodyard has been voted a captain three times. He leads the 
team in special-teams stops since his rookie campaign, and has contributed more 
than 100 tackles on defense. 

Not to mention he already serves as inspiration to younger teammates looking to 
follow in his footsteps. 

“I'm trying to go out there and be just like him,” said Cassius Vaughn, a fellow 
undrafted Bronco. “You would want to be a captain because he's a captain and you 

know it's not impossible.” 

This season, Woodyard stepped in as a starter when D.J. Williams was injured, 
and proceeded to lead the team in tackles in the first three games of the season, 

helping to cement a win against the Bengals with a diving pass breakup on the final 
drive of the game. 

But Woodyard isn‟t happy with where he is -- he strives to get better on a daily 

basis. 

“I never try to remember the good plays, I always remember the bad plays and 
what I can do to get better,” he said. “To me, that‟s what keeps us growing. 

Whenever you stop learning from your mistakes, that‟s when you‟re going to 
decline in your game. It‟s an uphill battle every day to get better, and that‟s 
something that I take pride in, trying to get better every day.” 

THE FUEL 

Entering his senior season at Kentucky, Woodyard was confident. 

He was fresh off a junior campaign that earned him first-team All-SEC honors, and 
he was watching players he dominated in college head to the NFL and find success, 
giving him hope he could follow in their footsteps. 

“You build that momentum as the years go on,” Woodyard said. “My senior year I 

just knew that I could play in the NFL.” 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/wesley-woodyard/5bf4e2fc-acff-479c-9f25-5643d532fb8e/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/cassius-vaughn/112c724e-cf06-486b-bfeb-a5817248760a/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/dj-williams/332a3e04-66d8-444a-b13d-a262d550729f/


That season, Woodyard put together his third straight 100-tackle season en route 
to first-team All-SEC honors again. 

He left Kentucky ranked eighth in school history with 395 tackles, and was anxious 

for the 2008 NFL Draft. 

He played in the Senior Bowl, went through the NFL Scouting Combine and held a 
Pro Day at Kentucky. So when draft day came, Woodyard gathered his family and 

they watched as the rounds went by. 

Woodyard, who thought he would be taken no later than the fourth or fifth round, 
never heard his name called. 

“Seeing guys that I worked out with, guys that I thought I was better than get 

taken before me, it was painful,” Woodyard said. “But I give credit to that. I felt like 
it was about to be taken from me. So I came out here and I just wanted to fight 

and leave it all on the field.” 

Woodyard said he took the advice of Assistant Director of Pro Personnel Anthony 
“Champ” Kelly, a fellow Kentucky alum, and headed to Denver to try to make the 
team as a college free agent. 

Jump to the final preseason game of 2008 against the Houston Texans. Due to 

injuries, Woodyard got the first start of his career, and he didn‟t waste the 
opportunity. 

He led the team with six solo tackles, two sacks, two tackles for loss, two 

quarterback hurries and a forced fumble. 

“At the end of the game I actually cried,” Woodyard recalled. “I had been thinking 
that I couldn‟t play this game. I called my brother, and I said „I can play this game.‟ 

He said, „Man, we believed in you.‟” 

He made the final 53-man roster, and called it “an experience I‟ll never forget.” 
From that day forward he had confidence that he could make it in the NFL. 

“It‟s something that from time to time I reminisce on,” Woodyard said. “It‟s a chip 

on my shoulder that I‟m glad I have.” 

MAKING HIS MARK 

Four years into his NFL career, Woodyard has made a name for himself both on the 
field and in the locker room. 

On special teams, Woodyard has shined – he leads the Broncos in special-teams 

stops since his rookie season, and has already made two this year. 

On defense, the linebacker has made 148 tackles, starting 12 of his 47 career 
games. He has also chipped in a sack, an interception, a forced fumble and four 

passes defensed. 

This season, Head Coach John Fox was impressed with the way Woodyard stepped 
in for the injured Williams, part of the club‟s “next man up” mantra. 



“He stepped in and has done a terrific job,” Head Coach John Fox said. “He made 
the most of that opportunity.” 

As a reserve against Green Bay, he was second on the club in tackles and made a 

special-teams stop. 

“Any time I‟m on that field, I‟m going to give it my all,” Woodyard said. “I love my 
teammates and I love the game of football. It‟s not my duty to worry about when 

or how I get on the field. My job is to go out there and give it all I‟ve got for that 
play or however long it is I‟m in there. That‟s the only thing that matters – my 

teammates.” 

That passion for the game has not been lost on his teammates, who have voted 
Woodyard a captain for three straight seasons. 

“Just from him being a captain for three years and only being in the league four, it 

shows the type of person and the type of player that he is,” fellow linebacker Joe 
Mays said. 

“He's the ultimate team player; he goes out and plays hard every play,” Vaughn 
chimed in. “Not one single play have I ever seen him not go hard.” 

LEADING THROUGH LAUGHTER 

Fox described Woodyard as a “well-thought-of guy” in the locker room, and his 
teammates echoed that sentiment. 

But it‟s not just his leadership on the field that earned him his teammate‟s respect -
- one of the reasons is his sense of humor. 

“He‟s a jokester – having him in the equation, it just makes the whole team jell,” 
Mays said. 

If there‟s a lot of laughter in the locker room, chances are Woodyard is somehow 
involved. Whether he‟s pranking teammates or just telling a good joke in the 

huddle to keep guys loose, it‟s a trait that the linebacker and his teammates have 
come to appreciate. 

In fact, when news got out that Woodyard would be featured on the cover of a 

Gameday program, no less than eight players made sure to rib the linebacker and 
return the favor to the team‟s main source of comic relief. 

Woodyard wouldn‟t have it any other way. 

“God gave me the gift to make people laugh and enjoy situations that we‟re in,” 

Woodyard said, prompting a loud laugh from Ryan McBean in the background. 
“Everybody messes with me because I always mess with them. But that‟s a good 
blessing. I‟ve always been the kind of guy that keeps guys loose and makes sure 

guys are having a good day. That means a lot to me.” 

But being a captain is more than just making people laugh for Woodyard. He makes 
sure his passion for the game “pours out of (his) pores” every single play, and he‟s 

thankful his teammates have seen that in him. 

http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/joe-mays/5b588dc3-eeba-4491-a24f-72836795aa29/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/joe-mays/5b588dc3-eeba-4491-a24f-72836795aa29/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/team/roster/ryan-mcbean/defea6b3-4b10-453d-bf1b-402c103595ff/


He credits that leadership to his upbringing. 

“I can remember my mom always telling me, „There are no quitters in this family. 
Stick in there when times get rough. You never give up,‟” Woodyard said. “From 

time to time you have to look back on that. My family brought me up to always be 
a strong-minded person and just give your best at whatever you‟re going to do.” 

 



Broncos' special-teams captain Woodyard 
hopes to lead by example 

By Mike Klis  

The Denver Post 
September 10, 2011 
 

Captain Kuper has a nice ring. So does Captain Champ. 

Brian Dawkins oozes captaincy from his pores. Kyle Orton was a no-brainer. 
Quarterbacks are automatically captains. 

The one player who has been a Broncos captain longer than any other? 

Wrong. It's Wesley Woodyard. 

Way back in 2008, when Mike Shanahan was the Broncos' coach, a new set of 
captains were named every six weeks. Woodyard was elected special-teams captain 
the final six weeks of that season. 

Woodyard not only was a Shanahan holdover who survived the two-year Josh 

McDan iels era, he was a team captain each year. And now John Fox makes it three 
coaches and four captain honors. When Fox announced his 2011 team captains this 

week —  

Chris Kuper and Orton on offense, Champ Bailey and Dawkins on defense — the 
news release should have been headed with a portrait of the special- teamer 

Woodyard. The honor is voted on by the players.  

"I take it very seriously," Woodyard said. "I would say this year, this being the third 
full season, it's definitely something big. I have to be mature, do things correctly. 
Lead by example and be someone who stands by you." 

Also known as the team comedian — Woodyard's spoof of Dawkins' pregame 
routine was a YouTube sensation last season — he is more than just a popular 
leader in the Broncos' locker room this week. A regular in the Broncos' nickel 

package, Woodyard will be the starting weakside linebacker in place of the injured 
D.J. Williams when the Broncos open their season Monday night against the 

Oakland Raiders at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. 

But whether playing every down or limited to special teams, Woodyard has been a 
mainstay participant in the pregame coin toss, an event where only captains are 
invited. 

mailto:mklis@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:%20Broncos'%20special-teams%20captain%20Woodyard%20hopes%20to%20lead%20by%20example
mailto:mklis@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:%20Broncos'%20special-teams%20captain%20Woodyard%20hopes%20to%20lead%20by%20example
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_18865317
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_18865317
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_18865317
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_18865317


"He's deserving in my book," Dawkins said. "I know I voted for him. We talk about 
how he's a prankster, but once you get past all that, if you were in one of our 

meetings, you would see how serious he is about his job." 

Woodyard is the second player in Broncos history to be named captain in each of 
his first four seasons. The other was Floyd Little, who was a first-round draft pick 

and went on to have a Hall of Fame career. 

Woodyard was an undrafted player. Has there ever been an undrafted player, in 
any sport, who became captain each of his first four seasons? 

"He'll speak up, make corrections whether you're a rookie or 10-year vet," special 

teams standout David Bruton said. "But he does it in a way where he doesn't turn 
anybody off. It's not harsh criticism. It's just, what you've got to do, what you have 
to look for." 

No one associated with the University of Kentucky football program is surprised by 
Woodyard's feat. Woodyard left the school going on four seasons ago, yet just last 
week, Kentucky athletic director Mitch Barnhart delivered a state-of-the- program 

message about his football team. 

"There was a player that singularly, in my mind, changed the course of a program," 
Barnhart said in video posted on Aug. 30. "And it was Wesley Woodyard. Wesley 

Woodyard was the player with the greatest heart. And he took our program by the 
throat in the locker room and said, 'I'm going to make us winners.' That was one 
rise moment for our program." 

Woodyard was the first-ever Kentucky freshman to be named team captain. Eight 
out of eight years as team captain. 

Woodyard had just finished his freshman year when he made an unusual 
impression on Barnhart, who was under pressure to fire coach Rich Brooks after a 

2-9 season. 

"We were going through some things, and I basically went into his office and told 
him let's stand by Coach Brooks," Woodyard said. "We stood by each other, and I 

think it was something he thanked me for." 

Starting with the 2006 season, Brooks led Kentucky to four consecutive bowl games 
before retiring. Loyalty and wisdom are nice traits to have in a team captain. 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_18865317


Undrafted, undersized Woodyard rises to become a Broncos' team captain 

By Lindsay H. Jones 
The Denver Post 
Posted: 02/06/2010 01:00:00 AM MST 
Updated: 02/06/2010 01:34:24 AM MST 
 
FORT LAUDERDALE, Fla. — By no normal measure is Wesley Woodyard a small man. 

He stands 6 feet tall and is a lean 222 pounds, with a physique that hordes of gym-going 
businessmen would envy. 

Yet Woodyard doesn't have the prototypical body for an NFL linebacker — a little short, a 
little light. And that's the main reason Woodyard was lightly recruited by major-college 
programs when he was a high school player in LaGrange, Ga., and why in 2008, just 
months after leading the Southeastern Conference in tackles per game during his senior 
season at Kentucky, he went undrafted. 

Former Broncos coach Mike Shanahan snagged Woodyard as a free agent, a move that 
proved to be a steal. Woodyard made the 53-man roster as a rookie and ended up starting 
six games. 

"It's never going to go away," Woodyard said of the disappointment from the draft. "I'm 
always going to have that chip. It's something that makes me continue to work hard every 
day and continue to prove people wrong every time I'm on the field." 

This season, Woodyard played in the Broncos' nickel package and was a key special-teams 
player. His teammates selected him as a captain, the youngest of the team's six captains. 

"I feel like respect is earned, and you've got to go out there and take it," Woodyard said. 
"Every time I'm out there on the football field, I give it my all, and they saw my hard work 
and determination and voted me to be a team captain." 

Lindsay H. Jones: 303-954-1262 or ljones@denverpost.com  

Read more: http://www.denverpost.com/premium/broncos/ci_14345577#ixzz0enDOaSqq 
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Woodyard hoping weight makes a difference 

Second-year LB bulking up to help defense 

Associated Press 
Saturday, May 30, 2009  

ENGLEWOOD -- Wesley Woodyard had his moments as an undersized rookie 
linebacker for the Denver Broncos last year. As a bigger player, he expects to 
contribute even more in his second season in the league. 

"I played last year at 218 pounds and right now I am 230," Woodyard said. "I 
worked on my lower body in the offseason to pick up some weight so I will be ready 
for everything because I added a few more pounds." 

Woodyard wasn't bad when he carried less weight. 

During five starts as a weak side linebacker, Woodyard recorded 50 tackles as 
Denver improved to 8-5 and got within reach of clinching a playoff berth. 

Against the New York Jets he had 13 tackles, 11 of them solo, and forced a fumble 
by Brett Favre. He led the team with eight solo tackles and broke up a pass in the 
team's second meeting with Kansas City. 

Woodyard said to expect more of the same with the added poundage. 

"I feel the same," Woodyard said. "I feel like I can run around, fly around like I was 
able to do when I was lighter." 

However, his added weight might rule out the possibility that he'll ever play safety, 
something he has wanted to do. 

"No, we didn't talk about any of that, (with the coaches)," Woodyard said. "Of 
course, I would love to play safety right now, but we've strictly talked about 
working at linebacker." 

Right now there are plenty of other matters on his plate to digest. What position in 
the linebacking corps is a better match for his skills? 

"That's still to be determined. We still have the whole camp to go through," 
Woodyard said about the position search. "The coaches are working on me at 
several positions so who knows what is going to happen." 

After a year playing in a 4-3 scheme, what are his thoughts about the 3-4? 

"We are just going through some different schemes on the defense," Woodyard 
said. "Right now, where I'm going to be out on the field is still up in the air. Right 



now it's just contributing on special teams like I did last year and basically having 
fun." 

The offseason conditioning programs and upcoming training camp won't be without 
some personal delight. The Broncos brought in childhood companion and longtime 
teammate Braxton Kelley. 

"Braxton and I played middle school ball and little league ball and it's been like we 
are brothers, wherever I go, he comes along with me," Woodyard said. 

Notable 

The Broncos released rookie LB Jeff Schweiger on Friday. The San Jose State 
product was signed by Denver on April 28 as a college free agent. 
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Broncos' Woodyard fun to watch 
By Lindsay H. Jones  
The Denver Post 
Posted: 12/12/2008 12:30:00 AM MST 
 
Joker Phillips almost couldn't believe what he was seeing, so he called in his wife, 
Leslie, to check it too.  

Together, they gazed at their television set, watching the linebacker in the white No. 59 
jersey dash around the field at Cleveland Browns Stadium last month. That Bronco, 
rookie linebacker Wesley Woodyard, played with such fury and unbridled enthusiasm 
that it made Leslie Phillips cry.  

That was their "baby Wesley" — the player who more than four years earlier Joker 
Phillips recruited to the University of Kentucky. Now here Woodyard was, six months 
removed from going undrafted, making his first NFL start on national television.  

"Just watching him fly around and do the same things he had done here, it brought 
tears to her eyes," Phillips said. "He is one of our all-time favorite kids we've been 
around. It's not just us, it's everyone who is a part of this program. Ask anyone, 'Who 
is your all-time favorite?' — and Wesley Woodyard would be one of the guys they'd 
mention."  

Phillips, Kentucky's offensive coordinator, said it's only a matter of time before Denver 
fans feel the same way about Woodyard.  

"You leave Wesley Woodyard at linebacker long enough and he'll be one of the best in 
league, I'll tell you that right now," Phillips said.  

Woodyard has made an immediate and measurable impact in his short time in Denver, 
playing so well in replacing D.J. Williams at weakside linebacker that coaches are trying 
to figure out a way to keep Woodyard on the field now that Williams is nearly recovered 
from a knee injury that kept him out of the past five games.  

That an undrafted rookie could have such a quick effect is rare, yet no one who saw 
Woodyard grow up is surprised.  

Woodyard has been proving people wrong for years.  

Rebuffed by recruiters  

First it was the recruiters from all of the Southeastern Conference schools but 
Kentucky, who didn't offer a scholarship to a player who was Georgia's defensive player 
of the year and led his high school team to a state championship.  

"There weren't a whole lot of people after him," said Steve Pardue, Woodyard's coach 
at LaGrange (Ga.) High. "But I told Joker, 'This is going to be a good player.' "  
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Sure enough, by the time he left Kentucky, Woodyard had twice been selected as a 
first-team all-SEC linebacker, was the league's leading tackler over his final two 
seasons and led the Wildcats to bowl-game victories in 2006 and 2007.  

"Wesley Woodyard was the one guy that changed the way we play defense," Phillips 
said. "He changed the whole attitude of our program. That was his battle cry the whole 
time he was here. He wanted respect in this program and definitely was the leader in 
getting that kind of respect into this program."  

It was for those reasons that Woodyard's Kentucky coaches and teammates were so 
surprised when all 32 NFL teams passed on Woodyard in last spring's draft, perhaps 
because at 6-feet-1 and 219 pounds — his measurements at the combine — he was 
deemed too small to play at the next level.  

"That was really hard for him," said Keenan Burton, a wide receiver who was 
Woodyard's teammate and fraternity brother at Kentucky and who was drafted in the 
fourth round by St. Louis. "But he took it like, 'This is God trying to humble me. From 
this day forward, I'm going to outwork everybody.' "  

Woodyard showed up in Denver last spring as a free agent, and the first impression he 
made was more of a jokester than a playmaker.  

Woodyard, notorious for his impressions of his college coaches, started imitating 
teammates and coaches at Broncos camp, too. At a rookie skit show, he dressed up as 
Dragonfly Jones, the over-the-top karate instructor character from the 1990s sitcom 
"Martin."  

"He was probably the star of that stuff before he became a guy that was making plays 
out on the field," defensive coordinator Bob Slowik said.  

That started to change after Woodyard led the team with eight solo tackles in the 
team's preseason opener at Houston.  

"The minute he stepped on the field in a game, I don't want to say it was like night and 
day, but it was quite a bit different than we would have expected from him in practice," 
Slowik said. "It's not that he didn't work hard in practice, but he really worked hard in 
games."  

Woodyard finished the preseason by recording six tackles in the finale at Arizona and 
spent the next day anxiously waiting the phone call from team headquarters that would 
either instruct him to bring in his playbook and clean out his locker or invite him to a 
celebration at coach Mike Shana-han's house.  

"I told him from Day One he didn't have anything to worry about," said rookie Jack 
Williams, Woodyard's roommate during training camp. "I had to keep his confidence up. 
When that call came, I was the first person to say 'I told you so.' "  

Winning over teammates  

Woodyard quickly won over his veteran teammates, as well. He said Williams and 
middle linebacker Nate Webster have treated him like a little brother, and Williams has 
been particularly helpful as Woodyard was thrust into the starting lineup. Williams sat 
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with Woodyard in meetings and stayed with him for extra film sessions, and on game 
days, Williams was the first one to give Woodyard pointers.  

"They really built my confidence," Woodyard said of Williams and Webster. "I came in 
looking like a guy that was like 'Hey, I might not make the team, but I'm going to give 
it my all,' and from Day One, they saw something in me and they never let me get 
down on myself."  

Woodyard has made at least eight total tackles in each of his five starts in place of 
Williams and had a season-high 13 against the Jets two weeks ago.  

Williams is likely to be back in the starting lineup Sunday at Carolina, meaning that 
Woodyard's primary job will once again be on special teams.  

"I'm going to continue to be a playmaker no matter if it's on defense or special teams," 
Woodyard said. "I think my teammates are looking to me to be the same guy that I 
was when D.J. was here. I'm just going to be the same guy, just flying around and 
having fun."  

 

What's the big deal about size? 

Plenty of scouts considered Wesley Woodyard too small for the NFL. But even at 6-feet-
1 and 230 pounds, he has inches and pounds on five of the greatest undersized 
linebackers in NFL history.  

Sam Mills, Saints, Panthers  

5-foot-9, 225 pounds; made five Pro Bowls and started every game in the Panthers' 
first three seasons.  

Tom Jackson, Denver  

5-11, 220; the Broncos' best undersized LB, he made three Pro Bowls and was a leader 
of Denver's 1977 season Super Bowl team.  

Mike Singletary, Chicago  

6-0, 230; a 10-time Pro Bowler who was twice selected the NFL's defensive player of 
the year; inducted into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in 1998.  

Nick Buoniconti, Pats, Dolphins  

5-11, 220; undrafted, he went on to play in three Super Bowls and was a defensive 
leader for the undefeated 1972 Dolphins team.  

Zach Thomas, Dolphins, Cowboys  

5-11, 242; made at least 100 tackles in each of his first 10 seasons and has been 
selected to seven Pro Bowls. Lindsay H. Jones, The Denver Post 
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Woodyard impresses in fill-in role 
December 4, 2008 - 9:58 PM 
FRANK SCHWAB 
THE GAZETTE 

ENGLEWOOD • Rookie Wesley Woodyard has shown over his four-game 
audition that he can be a very good NFL linebacker. He has 42 tackles in his 
four starts for the Denver Broncos, and recorded double-digit tackles in all 
but one start. 

That's the good news. The bad news is he might take his 10.5 tackles per 
game to the bench soon. 

Woodyard has been filling in for D.J. Williams, who has an injured knee. 
Williams was sore and limited in practice Thursday, a day after fully 
practicing Wednesday. However, even if Williams misses another game, he 
should be back soon. 

Woodyard is prepared for when he gives the spot back to Williams. 

"I did what I can do and played my heart out," Woodyard said. "When D.J. 
comes back he's going to be the leader of the defense. I'm just in there 
trying to hold it down." 

The have to figure out how to find room in the defense for Woodyard, not 
just for the rest of this season but in the future. Woodyard is small by NFL 
linebacker standards at his listed weight of 230 pounds. That was a reason 
he wasn't drafted despite leading the Southeastern Conference in tackles per 
game as a senior at Kentucky. 

Woodyard insisted he could play strong-side linebacker or in the middle, but 
he barely played those positions in college and might not be as effective 
there at his size. Moving him to strong safety doesn't seem to be an option at 
the moment. 

Asking Williams, who is signed through 2013, to move again to make room 
for Woodyard would be difficult. Williams has moved from the weak side to 
the strong side to the middle and back to the weak side in his five seasons. 

Woodyard said he doesn't worry about what will happen in the future, that 
he'll do whatever the coaches decide. He said whether he plays defense or 
not, he is excited to contribute on special teams. 

At very least, Woodyard has proven to everyone he can play in the NFL. 

"I made some mistakes, but my teammates mention I've been playing pretty 
good, my coaches say I've been playing pretty good, I just try to do better 
than I did in the last game," Woodyard said. 
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After Woodyard has piled up big tackle numbers for the , just like he did in 
college, the question lingers: How was he not drafted? 

He was small, but for seven rounds of the draft every team ignored a player 
who was twice picked first-team all-conference in the talent-rich SEC. 

"Why did Rod Smith go undrafted? Why did Terrell Davis go in the sixth 
round? Why was Shannon Sharpe in the seventh round?" coach Mike 
Shanahan said. "You don't know for sure the size of the guy's heart. But I'm 
sure glad we got him." 

Although Woodyard seems to have gotten past the disappointment of not 
being drafted, he remains confused about it. 

"It puzzles me," Woodyard said. "I was getting knocked for my size, but who 
knows? Can't say why, but I landed in a good situation." 
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Local players receive free-agent deals
3 Cats, 2 Cards land with teams 

From C-J and AP Dispatches

Former University of Kentucky football players Wesley Woodyard, Rafael Little and Eric Scott signed 
NFL free-agent contracts yesterday. 

Woodyard, a linebacker, signed with the Denver Broncos. Little, a tailback and punt returner, and 
Scott, a center, signed with the Tennessee Titans. 

Woodyard, a first-team All-Southeastern Conference selection the past two seasons, led the league 
in tackles as a senior. Little, who battled injuries throughout much of his UK career, is one of three 
SEC players with 2,500 rushing yards and 1,000 receiving yards in a career. 

Two University of Louisville linebackers signed deals -- Lamar Myles with the Jacksonville Jaguars 
and Malik Jackson with the Oakland Raiders. 

Myles led the team with 128 tackles last season -- 76 solo. Jackson had 43 tackles and 4 1/2 sacks. 

Other signings of local interest: 

Dorien Bryant, one of the nation's most productive receivers and kick returners last season at Purdue, 
agreed to terms with the Pittsburgh Steelers. 

The 5-foot-10 Bryant, undrafted because of his size, caught at least 80 passes in each of the past 
three seasons. He also averaged 27.9 yards on 36 kickoff returns last season. 

Eastern Kentucky offensive lineman Sean Dumford went to the Baltimore Ravens. 

Trinity product Dylan Thiry, who played on the offensive line for Northwestern, is with the New York 
Giants.

Western Kentucky wide receiver Curtis Hamilton joined the Chicago Bears, along with Indiana 
defensive back Leslie Majors. 

Raiders release Rhodes
The Raiders released running back Dominic Rhodes two days after using their top draft pick to take 
big-play back Darren McFadden. 

Oakland had a glut at running back after the draft and began addressing it almost immediately by 
announcing it was cutting Rhodes. The Raiders still have two backs with 1,000-yard seasons -- Justin 
Fargas and LaMont Jordan -- as well as last year's fourth-round pick Michael Bush of Male High 
School and U of L. 
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Fargas and McFadden are expected to be the main backs next season, with Jordan likely to be the 
next running back cut. 

Rhodes was suspended for the first four games last season for violating the league's substance 
abuse policy. He played sparingly until Fargas went down with a knee injury late in the year. Rhodes 
ran for 237 yards the last two games. He finished with 302 yards in 10 games. 

Dolphins mightkeep Taylor
Jason Taylor still might perform his sack dance with the Miami Dolphins this season. 

The defensive end was the subject of trade speculation throughout the weekend. But when the NFL 
draft ended Sunday, general manager Jeff Ireland denied the Dolphins were eager to part with Taylor.

"We want the guy back," Ireland said. 

Jaguars coach Jack Del Rio said his team pursued a deal, but the Dolphins took Taylor off the trading 
block. 

"We talked," Del Rio said. "They had a certain price in mind, and nobody in the league was interested 
in that price. They like the player, and they're going to keep him. There's nothing wrong with that." 
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