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Demaryius Thomas eases onto a bench along the Broncos’ practice fields at Dove Valley covered head to 
toe in orange and blue. A graphic “88” — his own logo — is stamped on his orange sweatshirt and 
paired with blue Broncos pants and a pair of socks bearing his likeness. 
 
Thomas regularly advertises his team — and himself — but not even the full-body coverings can’t shield 
his scars. There’s still a line down his left pinkie, where he had surgery to repair a fracture. There are still 
nicks here and bruises there as postcards of games and practices of the past. 
 
But as the longest-tenured Bronco on the roster — working on eight years — Thomas is nearing a 
milestone that belies the beatings he takes regularly and poses a defiant answer to his many critics who 
say he’s always hurt. 
 
Truth is, he has been. 
 
But since Jan. 8, 2012, rain or shine, win or loss, Demaryius Thomas has started for the Broncos. His 88-
game starting streak — a good number, he’d probably say — is the longest among active receivers in the 
regular season. Including the playoffs, Thomas is only two starts away from hitting No. 100 on his career. 
 
Sunday, he will play in his 100th consecutive NFL game, dating back to Oct. 23, 2011. 
 
“That speaks to his work ethic and that speaks to his toughness,” coach Vance Joseph said. It’s a tough 
game and to play that many games in a row, it’s amazing. It’s a physical sport. I mean, he’s a receiver 
and he takes poundings all the time. Even being here with him for my first year year, watching the guy 
rehab, take care of his body and battle week-to-week injuries, he finds a way to play in the game and 
that’s special.” 
 
But when Thomas looks back on his NFL tenure that has included five different head coaches, three 
different offensive coordinators and six different starting quarterbacks, he sees more than much more 
than history of toughness. He remembers the lessons learned in training, the lows of losing and the 
highs of winning it all. 
 
He sees a career that, while still in the making, has afforded him a perspective no one on the Broncos’ 
current roster has or can fall back on when navigating the emotions of a four-game slide. 
 
“The past two years I haven’t been healthy” 
 
Thomas’ entrance and first two years in the NFL were dominated by injuries that seemingly kept him in 
training and operating rooms than on the field. A broken foot, a forearm injury, a concussion, an ankle 
injury, a torn Achilles tendon and that broken finger — all before the start of his sophomore season. 
 



There’s there scroll of nicks and serious wounds, from his neck to his hips, to his feet, that have posed as 
speed bumps along his career but have also prompted Thomas to change his ways. 
 
“My first two years, I learned from Brian Dawkins and Champ Bailey and I remember them telling me, 
‘You ain’t no young player anymore.’ Because when you’re young you can go out and do whatever you 
want, you can eat whatever you want,’ Thomas said in a lengthy interview with The Denver Post on 
Thursday. “They were telling me to change my diet and continuously stay on top of my body. If I feel my 
Achilles and my ankle are tight, I make sure I get it worked on before I practice because I don’t want to 
put myself in the situation of possibly getting hurt.” 
 
Before the start of this season, Thomas adopted a vegan diet in an effort to ease the pain his balky hips. 
And it’s worked, for the most part. 
 
But when the Broncos host the New England Patriots on Sunday night, it’ll be an anniversary of sorts for 
Thomas. 
 
“To be honest, completely, fully healthy, the best I ever felt playing was the year we played the Patriots 
for the AFC championship (in January 2014). That game I played was the best I’ve ever felt in my whole 
career,” he said, thinking back to his 134-yard, one-touchdown performance. “That game, I just felt I had 
all the juice, like I wasn’t missing anything. I wasn’t tight in my hip, I wasn’t tight in my Achilles, I didn’t 
have any hamstring problems. That game and probably the Cardinals game when I had 220-something 
yards (in October 2014). The past two years I haven’t been healthy. It’s either the hip, I had the neck 
problem. 
 
“With pain, as long as you know it’s nothing super serious or nothing is structurally wrong, you start 
getting used to it. If I get hit, I know the pain is going to be temporary. I’m going to hurt for a second and 
that might be one of those times I run off the field. But then it’ll ease up and I’ll go back in. But when 
you get those, you can’t run the next play, so you want to come off. It’s a mind thing. I’ve had to learn 
about my body and I’ve had to figure out things that will work for me — I had to change my diet and, 
having been injured, I’ve been in the treatment room and learning from those guys and people outside 
of the treatment room.” 
 
His regular walk to and from the training room to locker room, he hopes, has provided an example, too. 
 
The Broncos, embroiled in a losing streak, are feeling the pangs of an offense without a Hall of Famer at 
quarterback. Twenty months since Peyton Manning retired, the Broncos are still searching for their true 
offensive identity. Many on the outside believe the leadership void is one too great to fill by those on 
the current roster. 
 
Thomas disagrees. 
 
“That’s what I think a lot of people miss. Everybody is so used to the greats always leading. There were a 
lot of leaders that weren’t always the greats and never even get mentioned or talked about. I feel like 
I’m one of those,” he said. “I’m not a Peyton Manning or a Brock (Osweiler) or anybody else. I lead by 
example, but if I have to speak I will because it’s simple. We do this for a living. We get paid to do this, 
so you should do your best every chance you get because it’s not always promised.” 
 
“Now they’re saying I’m sorry …” 



 
There’s a silver lining to being the most veteran Bronco in the locker room. When tempers flare, when 
frustration builds, when the bad times outweigh the good, the roller-coaster of years past can often 
temper the flames. 
 
Thomas has experienced the lows of 2010 that no other player in Dove Valley has. He knows the 
patience and extra work required when a new coaching staff rolls in and when a new quarterback is 
appointed. He knows how a loyal fan base can be both his biggest supporter and loudest critic in 
successive days. 
 
In the Broncos’ record books, Thomas sits most receiving categories alongside a Ring of Fame receiver 
and Hall of Fame tight end. Career receptions (589), career receiving yards (8,229), career receiving 
touchdowns (53) — Thomas ranks third in the Broncos’ annals, behind Rod Smith and Shannon Sharpe, 
respectively, in each. 
 
But Thomas sits at No. 1 with 35 100-yard games. And league-wide, only Thomas, Torry Holt and Marvin 
Harrison have recorded five consecutive seasons with at least 90 catches and 1,000 yards. 
 
Yet, the critics so often call Thomas “average,” at best. 
 
“That’s been there since I started,” he said. “When I was playing with (Tim) Tebow they were saying 
stuff. When I was playing with Peyton they said it was all Peyton. Now they’re saying I’m sorry. I hear it 
all the time. When I was playing my best ball I was still not what people expected me to be. I got to a 
point where it used to bother me. But now, they’re going to say what they want to say.” 
 
Thomas began to tune them out when Emmanuel Sanders signed with Denver in 2014. Because he, too, 
is rarely considered a No. 1 receiver. He, too, rarely gets his due. 
 
“All I care about is what the people here think — the guys I work with, the coaches that coach me,” 
Thomas said. “If they start having a problem with me, that’s when I need to do something about it. But 
all the other talk, I never get mentioned as being among the best receivers. I don’t really care about 
that.” 
 
“I want to be the ultimate receiver” 
 
Despite a week of chatter about Thomas’ 13-game touchdown drought prior to the Broncos’ loss at 
Philadelphia on Sunday, the cameras failed to capture the biggest moment. 
 
The Broncos’ window to climb back had already closed, but with about 10 minutes remaining in the 
fourth quarter, Osweiler connected with Thomas for a 1-yard touchdown, the team’s first of the day. 
 
The Broncos still trailed by nearly 30, so a true celebration (like the last time, when Thomas spiked the 
ball and gave out a primal scream in New Orleans) was uncalled for. So he simply handed the ball off to 
a fan and made his way to the sideline — where he bawled. 
 
“It felt amazing. I’m not gonna lie to you,” he said. “I got on the sidelines and I started crying. I was boo-
hooing. I felt like a girl over there crying. I’m just so emotional about the game and with all the talent we 
have and the situation we’re in, we’re 3-5, and I know being a player on this squad for eight years, the 



longest-tenured Bronco, I’ve been around a lot of teams — this team we got right here is so special. The 
fact that we can’t go out and (get a win) it can sometimes get emotional.” 
 
The emotions for Thomas are amplified because of the experience, he says. He remembers the feelings 
of 2010. He remembers the roster and the team’s potential, too. 
 
This time around, it’s different. 
 
“It makes it tough because we got players,” he said. “We have to come out every week and can’t back 
down to nobody and think anyone’s going to give it to us. I feel l like we’re one of the most hated teams 
in the NFL to tell you the truth. And that’s how I feel every week.” 
 
Thomas rarely thinks too far ahead. He won’t let himself. He doesn’t think about the end or when it may 
come or when he wants it to come. 
 
“I always say, ‘If God called me today and I couldn’t play anymore, I guess it’s my time.’ So whenever He 
calls me and says it isn’t my time anymore or he gives me a reality check, I won’t play,” he said. “Now, 
I’m not going to be a receiver playing 20 years if I’m still able to play. But I’m blessed right now to be 
able to play eight. Because I’ve torn my Achilles, I’ve broken my hand, I’ve broke my foot, I’ve torn a 
labrum in my hip. It’s a lot. So being able to come back from all that is just a blessing in itself.” 
 
But like Manning, Thomas is the type to remember every game, every play, every good moment and 
bad. 
 
Like Manning, he can visualize the past seven years and can see vividly how he wants it to be 
remembered. But he thinks back to the times he felt the most satisfaction from a game, he remembers 
the 226-yard outing against Arizona, but he also remembers the block he had on a third-and-2 to spring 
a running back free for a touchdown. 
 
“I want to be the ultimate receiver,” he said. “A lot of guys go out and catch all the balls, make all the 
plays, score all the touchdowns. I just want to be the ultimate receiver and be able to block, so when 
they remember me, they can say D.T. knows how to block.” 
 
 



Broncos' Demaryius Thomas invigorated by Vance 
Joseph's challenge 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
June 16, 2017 
 
Among Vance Joseph’s first moves as the new head coach of the Denver Broncos was to issue a personal 
challenge to the team’s longest-tenured player. 
 
Joseph felt the Broncos would need more from Demaryius Thomas, and he wanted to make sure the 
team's No. 1 wide receiver knew it. 
 
Joseph’s challenge, issued in March before the team began its offseason program, was for Thomas to be 
consistently dominant, from the first minute of games to the fourth quarter, and from Week 1 through 
Week 17 – and hopefully longer. 
 
“He can take over a game,” Joseph said at the time. “But I want his mindset, every game we play, to 
walk on the field and take over the game.” 
 
It’s a bold move for a new coach to call out a veteran like Thomas, who in 2015 signed a five-year, $70 
million contract has the second most receiving yards and catches of any player over the past five years. 
 
But Thomas wasn’t offended. He was invigorated. 
 
“I was shocked he said it, but I was low-key happy,” Thomas told USA TODAY Sports. “I had put that 
challenge on myself before he even mentioned it. Once I saw it, I knew was on the same page as him.” 
 
Thomas has spent extensive time this offseason working on rehabbing a lingering hip issue that has 
bothered him for years, especially last season after taking a hit in the season opener against the Carolina 
Panthers. 
 
Though Thomas didn’t miss any games, he also never felt close to fully healthy. He managed to stretch 
his streak of 1,000-yard receiving yards to five years with 1,083 yards, but his catches (90) and 
touchdowns (five) dipped in the first year of the post-Peyton Manning era. 
 
“I was never fully running the routes I wanted to do, or felt the way I wanted to, from hips up, even 
toward my neck. It's better now,” Thomas said. 
 
Feeling healthy for the first time in months has allowed Thomas to set big goals for 2017. He’s trying to 
be a better leader – albeit a quiet one – for an offense that lacked one last year, and on the field he’s 
focusing on using his 6-foot-3, 229-pound body to win every contested ball – something that’s not easy 
to do in practice against Denver’s cornerback duo of Aqib Talib and Chris Harris. 
 
“I still have more in me,” said Thomas, who will turn 30 in December. “This is going to be my biggest 
year all around for me. Blocking, catching, running routes, everything.” 
 



As the Broncos wrapped up their offseason with a mandatory minicamp this week, Joseph said he was 
pleased with the way Thomas had responded to the challenge. 
 
“He’s engaged every day,” Joseph said. “He wants the ball, and if he attacks every game in that way, he’s 
going to be what we want. He’s a guy that can’t be covered one-on-one. If we get single coverage, that 
ball is going to him. Stop him if you can.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Something changed in Demaryius Thomas, and it’s not 
just his size 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
August 3, 2016 
 
Something happened to Demaryius Thomas in the months after Super Bowl 50. Something changed in 
the way he walked, the way he greeted reporters who were eager to pelt him with more questions 
about his drops and mistakes and pressures that filled his 2015 season. 
 
Something changed in the way he trotted onto the field the next day, as he joked with teammates and 
sharing laughs with coaches on the sideline. Something changed in the way he played to the fans who 
watched his every move from afar, and the way he refocused as he toed the line of scrimmage and 
fielded pass after pass from his new quarterbacks. 
 
Something happened. 
 
For the first time in more than a year, Thomas was no longer playing catchup. 
 
“I wanted to be perfect and I wasn’t,” Thomas said of last season. “I just kept letting it bother me and it 
kept building. So now that it’s over, I can go back to playing and not worry about any of it — the 
contract, my mom. Even though we won the Super Bowl, there was still a lot of stuff along the way.” 
 
Last summer, as the Broncos transitioned to a new coaching staff and new offense, Thomas held out of 
the offseason program because of contract negotiations. Days before he received a five-year, $70 
million deal — the third-largest awarded to a wide receiver — his mother’s near 15-year prison sentence 
was commuted by President Obama. For the first time, Katina Smith would get to see her son play 
football in person, not from an outdated television inside prison walls. 
 
But a week of euphoria was followed by a pressure-packed seven months, which ended with a ring and 
personal disappointment. Thomas finished the year with 105 catches and 1,304 yards to rank seventh 
among all receivers in both categories. 
 
“But if you watch the games, you study the games, you know he did not play up to his potential,” said 
Shannon Sharpe, the former Broncos tight end who has been a confidant to Thomas. “That was one of 
the things that I talked to him about. And maybe the situation with his mom — I’m sure that weighed 
heavily on his mind. He got nicked early on and he had to play through it, and to compound that, he 
missed all the (organized team activities) holding out. The team, the fans, you have this expectation that 
I got this money, I need to show them why they gave me this money.” 
 
Instead, Thomas’ nine dropped passes shared the spotlight with the impending release of his mother. 
Every drop ushered in a roar of criticism. Every miscue raised questions of his value. Every step 
backward put pressure on making an even bigger play. 
 
So this offseason he changed his ways, with the hope the rest would follow. 
 



When the OTAs started in April, Thomas was there, with a smaller frame and a year of experience in 
Gary Kubiak’s system. At the advice of Sharpe, Thomas altered his diet and shed six pounds to improve 
his quickness and durability. Four more and he’ll be at his goal of 222 pounds, down from about 232 last 
season. 
 
“I wanted to come back a little lighter so I can get through the season,” he said. “Hopefully it’ll help with 
the injuries and everything, be quick on my feet, be in better shape. I think that’ll help my game.” 
 
It seemed to from the jump. Day 1 of training camp was his, highlighted by his catches and sharp route-
running. 
 
“D.T. and I texted probably five or six times in the last week, talking to me about preparation and 
expectations and those types of things,” Kubiak said afterward. “So yes, I see a great focus from him. I 
think he was disappointed in some things last year, but he still had a pretty darn good year. He’s a big 
piece of this puzzle and we need him playing great and I think he’s working his way toward playing that 
way.” 
 
The weight that had rested firmly on Thomas’ shoulders has seemingly relocated. The outside noise that 
cluttered his thoughts and his focus on the field has dissipated. 
 
The pressure has given way to peace. 
 
“He has his mom home. That’s his girl. That’s his heart,” Sharpe said. “She’s home, she’s in a good place. 
So now all he has to do is focus on catching the football, blocking. Just talking to him, he seems like a 
different person. The proof will be in the pudding.” 
 
Demaryius Thomas’ Pressure-Packed 2015 
 
The Broncos’ star receiver opened training camp this summer with a fresh look after his most trying year 
in the league. A look back at what he experienced in 2015. 
 

Missed offseason program because of contract negotiations. 
 
President Barack Obama commutes prison sentence of his mother, Katina Smith, in mid-July. 
 
Two days later, Thomas agrees to five-year, $70 million contract, making him the third-highest-
paid receiver. 
 
Sustained a neck injury in Oct. 4 victory against Minnesota, but didn’t miss a game. 
 
Made a team-high nine drops during regular season, according to STATS. 
 
With his mother in stands for first time, Thomas caught four of eight passes thrown to him for 
40 yards in divisional playoff win vs. Steelers. 
 
Made only three catches for 20 yards in AFC championship game and Super Bowl combined. 
 
Working to lose about 10 pounds for new playing weight of 222 this season. 



A Super Bowl Safari  

By DeMarcus Ware and Demaryius Thomas  
MMQB.com  
April 19, 2016  
 
WARE: Demaryius and I thought of the idea to go to South Africa way back during training camp. I 

usually try to find something to plan during the season to take my mind away from football. I was talking 

to Demaryius and he said he’d like to go to Cape Town and see Africa, because he had never really left 

the U.S. and neither of us had been to Africa. I thought that would be great to do during the season, 

because we could use Tuesdays when we are off to plan it, and to take our mind away from football.  

THOMAS: I let DeMarcus plan most of it, because he was the older guy and it was his idea first. I was 

going along with it because I wanted to do something different because I haven’t been outside the U.S. 

much, just to London with the team in 2010. I want to visit all seven continents, so it was perfect timing. 

Not everybody gets a chance to go to Africa, so I took advantage of it.  

WARE: Demaryius is like a younger brother to me, so it was natural for us to plan a trip like this together. 

During the season we had something to look forward to because every week we would think of some 

type of adventure or something that we could do in Africa. But we also decided that the only way we 

would go on this trip is if we won the Super Bowl. We said, if we win that Super Bowl, then we’ve earned 

another prize, a trip to Africa.  

THOMAS: Von [Miller] didn’t think we would go at all. He kept saying, ‘You know y’all ain’t going if we 

win, there will be too much going on here.’ He kept putting it in our face like, ‘You know y’all ain’t going 

to go.’ A couple other guys were talking about going to the NBA All-Star game, and I was like, I have a lot 

of chances to do that later, I’m going to go South Africa.  

WARE: If we had lost the Super Bowl, we would not have gone. But that wasn’t going to happen. We had 

the entire trip booked by December. We had the cancelation deal so you can get your refund all set up. 

Every single thing we wanted to do to was booked, and we said to ourselves, ‘Hey, we did a lot of 

planning for this trip so we have to make sure we push through it and get this Super Bowl.’ As soon as 

the clock ran out in Santa Clara, Demaryius and I found each other on the field. Other guys were saying 

to each other, ‘Hey we won the Super Bowl!’ but it’s funny, me and Demaryius looked at each other and 

said, ‘Hey, man we’re going to Africa!’  

THOMAS: That was my first time being on a flight that long, it was like 17 or 18 hours. We flew into 

Johannesburg and then we had to fly another two hours to Cape Town, and I was like, Man, I’m kind of 

over flying now.  

WARE: We got there to Cape Town a little late. We had rented out two little villas at the place we were 

staying. We get there and they open up the rooms for us and I see this huge chandelier. And I’m like, 

okay... Are we in the lobby? And they said, no, we upgraded you guys for winning the Super Bowl.  



THOMAS: That was amazing. We’d wake up in the morning and see the mountains, and at night the 

sunset was right there.  

THOMAS: On the first day that we were in Cape Town, we posted one picture on Instagram. And right 

away Larry Fitzgerald texted me and sent me pictures from when he was over there. He said, ‘If you 

need any suggestions I’ve been there four times.’ I couldn’t really say much because our whole trip was 

already planned, we had a whole itinerary, but he gave us ideas for places for good wine and good food. 

He was so excited that we were over there, it was funny.  

WARE: Larry suggested Cape of Good Hope. I got some travel advice from some other guys in the league 

who have been there before and travel a lot, like Larry and Miles Austin. There’s sort of a fraternity of 

guys in the league who like to travel.  

WARE: We also went to some vineyards, because I love wine and seeing how it is made in different parts 

of the world. We went to the Cape of Good Hope and Cape Horn, the most southern part of the 

continent. We traveled around a little bit. We also went deep sea fishing which was… an experience.  

THOMAS: When we get in the boat to go fishing, I’m already nervous because I can’t swim and I don’t 

like being around a lot of water. But I’m acting cool because D Ware says it’s going to be fine, nothing is 

going to happen. I had no idea we had to ride 40 miles before we even started fishing! So we’re on boat 

for an hour before we even start doing anything and the waves are something real. The water on the left 

and right of the boat was higher than us and I’m like damn, this ain’t going to be good. You know the 

feeling of driving over a hill in a car? My stomach was dropping like that, over and over, so I was just 

trying to keep my stomach tight. And then sure enough, the first person to get sick is D Ware and I’m 

like uh-huh...  

WARE: I said to Demaryius, ‘I’m about to give it up!’ I run over to the side of the boat and throw up. I 

come back to the middle of the boat and I look at Demaryius and I’m just watching him like, he’s going 

to throw up any minute. And then all of a sudden he looks at me and he’s like, ‘OH!’ And he takes off 

and goes on the side of the boat.  

THOMAS: D Ware caught one fish and then it was my turn, but I made him catch the second one 

because by that point, I was like, ‘No bro, I’m good.’ I was just sitting there holding my stomach. We sat 

out there for like three or four hours. At one point I had a bucket because every 20 minutes I was going 

again. I was so shaky once I came back, and I was like, man I’m not going out on the water again for a 

long time. I ain’t playing with that again. 

 WARE: This trip was more than a vacation. It was a real learning experience for us. We went to Nelson 

Mandela’s jail cell on Robben Island and took a tour and learned about how the prisoners 

communicated, how they knew what was going on outside of the prison cell, how they spoke in 

different languages so the prison guards didn’t know what they were talking about.  

THOMAS: If you were a prisoner and you try to sneak away, where are you going to go? You’ve got 

nothing around you but water. You don’t need any guards. That touched me. Mandela was so isolated, 



they didn’t want him to be around any people because they didn’t want him to get messages back into 

South Africa. 

 WARE: After that we visited Langa Township—[an area outside of the city that had been designated for 

Blacks during Apartheid]. It was one of the most poverty-stricken places we have ever been in our lives. 

We realized how privileged we are in what we do. When you see how the people lived there, it makes 

you want to pray that things can be better at that place. We want to bring awareness to this place 

because it’s crazy, the way those people live. We’re all people, just the same. I want to help, we talked 

about it a couple days ago, Demaryius and I said we need to go back and help those people and we are 

still thinking about it to this day. 

 THOMAS: That was tough. The main thing that touched me was every time I saw somebody who was 

always smiling. They didn’t care where they lived or what they were wearing. I saw this little naked kid 

running around and he was so happy. This little boy walked right up to me and held my hand for a 

second. He walked with us from house to house, and that level of poverty is something you never see in 

the United States. I don’t care if you go to the worst part, that area is still worse. They were in little 

shelters right beside each other. Some families have three kids and they stay in this house that can 

barely fit them and they just find a way to be all happy and smiling. And that just touched me because 

when I was growing up, we didn’t have it all either.  

WARE: Taking a trip like that was important because we were in areas where our ancestors came from. 

There’s a lot of history there. We saw and experienced some things that really touched our hearts and it 

made us realize how privileged we are, but also how much we can help out where a lot of our ancestors 

came from.  

WARE: We went to Sabi Sands game reserve and spent three days on safari, and stayed in a lodge there. 

We had two guides with us, named Marvin and Melvin. Because we are Demaryius and DeMarcus, they 

decided to be funny and change their names to De’Marvin and De’Melvin.  

WARE: DeMarvin and DeMelvin are some of the best trackers out there. These guys know exactly where 

the lions were from 10 miles away. They know from the smell, they know exactly what time they came 

by. They found every single animal in about ten minutes. ‘Look at these paws, look at the dung, you 

smell that? They are ten min away!’ We didn’t even see any sign of an animal and we drive on and sure 

enough, there is the leopard in the tree, just like they said. It was incredible. 

THOMAS: DeMelvin sat in the front of the truck, and he knew what everything was before we even went 

through it. As it went on, DeMarcus said, ‘He’s got magic tricks, he’s cool with the animals.’ He went off 

the truck for 30 minutes once while we were looking for a leopard and I was thinking, I hope he’s okay. I 

was scared he was going to get hurt. He tried to get us to get out and walk with him and I was like, ‘Oh 

no, I’m good on the truck, I am good on the truck.’ 

WARE: He just had a stick in his hands when he got off the vehicle—no weapon, no gun. He said to me, 

‘DeMarcus, I live this. I know exactly what these animals can do, I know what makes them attack. I am a 



protector of God’s animals.’ It was amazing how much they knew about the animals, and how simple 

their lives were.  

THOMAS: One night we saw the lions on a chase, they were looking for another lion in their territory. It 

was dark outside, and the lions got so close to our vehicle. It was scary the first time they passed by, but 

to see them in action was so cool. I’m glad they didn’t catch the invading lion, because I didn’t want any 

animals to get killed while I was there, and it was four lions against one.  

WARE: One of the lions came by the car and just kept going, he was so focused and not really worried 

about what we were doing. He was thinking, ‘I am trying to tell the guy that is in my territory that he is 

in the wrong place.’  

WARE: And that wasn’t even our craziest animal experience. When we first got there, they told us to 

make sure to lock the door to your room because if you don’t, the baboons will open up your door and 

go and get your cookies. So I’m like, alright, cool. I was getting a massage in my room one of the days 

and I didn’t lock the door. All of a sudden during the massage, the masseuse, she yells, ‘GET OUT!’ And I 

look up and see a baboon as big as me, standing in the room on his four legs. And he was screeching out 

really loud, and baring his big huge long fangs, bigger than a lion’s fangs. He jumps up and tries to grab a 

cookie and she gets a pillow and throws it at him and he takes off running. She’s like, ‘That baboon 

never listens to me.’ It was like a normal day for her. She wasn’t even intimidated, but I was intimidated, 

that thing was huge! He was like my size! Then, about five minutes later, he comes up and knocks on the 

door again. He knocks on the door like a human! I’m like, are you freaking kidding me? And for the three 

days after that, he knocked on the door every day at the same time.  

THOMAS: I’m glad those baboons stayed around D Ware and not me. We learned you gotta be careful 

with those baboons now. Every night after dinner the guides had to walk us to our room with a light 

because basically any animal can get up to the lodge. There could be lions and leopards up there, so I 

always made sure they walked me to my room.  

WARE: I made sure to bust out my Louis Vuittons for safari. When you go into a Louis Vuitton store, they 

use those big boxes in their displays and all the suitcases and it just looks like safari stuff. So I went into 

the Louis Vuitton store, and I was like, ‘I’m going to get me some LV shoes, this looks like this is safari 

stuff.’ I was being funny and I took a picture because they looked so good out there.  

WARE: This was was one of those trips I dreamed about for a lifetime. You always want to go out there 

and experience something new. Africa is so big and it is so diverse in so many areas. I picked that area 

because I wanted to go to a place that is so out of the box of the U.S., to experience new things and 

broaden the mind a little bit. I love traveling during the offseason because sometimes you have to get 

away from all hoop-la to appreciate life. Just the intensity of life in general, sometimes you have to go 

somewhere where things are very simple. You can buy all the trinkets in the world and they will tarnish 

over time, but memories are everlasting.  

THOMAS: As the days went on, it was like, man, I want to stay a little longer. When I got back I was so 

happy, I felt a change big time. My vibe was totally different from being over there than over here. It 



was so beautiful over there, but then you go to some parts where you see people who don’t have much 

but they are always smiling no matter what. They make it work with what they have. I’m so happy I 

went over there. It was a gift, not just an exciting trip, but we were able get some knowledge about 

animals and history.  

WARE: It was one of those amazing trips where you realize, man, it is a broad world out there. With the 

exception of those in which he appears, all photos in this story were taken by Ware. “I’ve been taking 

photography for two years now and I know how to work my camera a little bit,” he says. “I’ll go on little 

photo shoots about once a week and I take photography classes during the season. I’ve gotten pretty 

good at it now.” 

 



Thomas' mom to watch from the stands, not the cell 
this time 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
February 5, 2016 
 
Demaryius Thomas' mother will watch the Super Bowl from the stands at Levi's Stadium, decked out in 
an officially licensed orange No. 88 jersey. 
 
The last time the Denver Broncos played in the Super Bowl, Katina Smith and her mother wore jerseys 
that they had crafted from strips of tape as they watched the game on their prison TV. 
 
Smith was released five years early from that minimum-security prison in Florida last summer as part of 
President Barack Obama's push to reduce the prison population of non-violent drug offenders. 
 
She'd been serving a 20-year sentence after refusing to testify against her mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, 
who is serving life. 
 
The first thing Smith asked Thomas for when she got out was a Sony Walkman. 
 
"I don't even know if you can find a Walkman right now," Thomas said. 
 
He got her an iPhone instead and soon she was texting like a teenager and calling all the time. 
 
"She's getting used to things a lot faster than I expected," the star receiver said. "Oh, she knows how to 
text now. She uses emojis and all that, FaceTime and all that. She caught up quick. The funny thing is she 
still turns off her phone to charge it." 
 
Thomas still worries about his mother as she navigates modern life outside the lockup. 
 
Smith just learned how to drive again, and satellite radio and GPS guidance systems weren't around to 
distract drivers back in 2000. Cellphones weren't quite an umbilical cord to the world yet. Binge 
watching wasn't a thing. 
 
Smith is no longer confined to that 20-by-20-foot concrete cell, but sensory overload sometimes 
imprisons her now. 
 
"I know it's not easy for her," Thomas said. "She gets panic attacks sometimes. I understand that. She's 
been gone a long time. I do worry about her. I told her she'd be fine. That's why I'm going to try to keep 
her in the hotel most of the time up until the game because she was in a long time." 
 
She will be surrounded by family in the stands. "My daddy won't let nobody bother her," Thomas said. 
 
Thomas' last trip to the Super Bowl was both fantastic and forgettable. 
 
He set a Super Bowl record with 13 receptions (for 118 yards), including Denver's only touchdown. But it 
was rendered a footnote by Seattle's 43-8 shellacking. 
 



Back in Denver, GM John Elway said, "If we all played like he did, we'd have won." 
 
"I'm sure we would have," Thomas said this week. "That game was about turnovers, putting the defense 
in bad situations. Hopefully that doesn't happen this time." 
 
Thomas came up big that night despite absorbing a huge hit from safety Kam Chancellor that knocked 
him backward on his first catch. 
 
"It was a big hit, it set the tone for them, I think," Thomas said. "Because I'm sure that nobody on my 
side of the ball expected him to come up and hit like that." 
 
Playing so well on the worst night of his professional life was "weird, very weird," Thomas said, "because 
most of the time I have a good game, the offense does good. We had one touchdown that game. So, this 
time I'd be excited to have four or five catches for 30 yards, if we get the win." 
 
Thomas said he needs to have a bigger impact than he's had in the playoffs so far. 
 
He caught just two passes for 12 yards in the AFC championship against the Patriots and he had four 
receptions for 40 yards against Pittsburgh a week earlier — the first time his mother had ever seen him 
play a football game in person. 
 
After Peyton Manning took a knee in victory formation against the Steelers, he handled the football to 
Thomas and asked him to give it to his mother. 
 
"She had a ball," Thomas said. "She's still talking about it." 
 
Two years ago in the Super Bowl, Thomas' mother called him after the game. 
 
"She said keep your head up, you'll get another chance," Thomas recounted. "And we got another 
chance right now. I never thought she would be coming to see me play in the Super Bowl, though. It's 
like a dream. It's a blessing. I'm excited. She's excited. We're all excited. 
 
"But it'll be better if we go out and get the win." 
 
He doesn't want any more condolences from his mother, just a celebration with her. 
  



Bulls' Jimmy Butler pulling for his 'brother' Demaryius 
Thomas in Super Bowl 
By Nick Friedell 
ESPN.com 
February 4, 2016 
 
The Chicago Bulls will be in Charlotte on Sunday, in advance of a Monday meeting against the Hornets. It 
should be a fun place for many to watch the Super Bowl given the excitement surrounding the city 
about the Carolina Panthers. 
 
But in a city full of black-and-blue Panthers jerseys, there will be at least one large orange No. 88 Denver 
Broncos jersey. 
 
The guy wearing that jersey will be Bulls All-Star swingman Jimmy Butler, who will be pulling for his 
buddy, Demaryius Thomas . 
 
Butler will be repping Thomas and the Broncos because he and the star wide receiver have developed a 
close friendship. Butler spent his off day in Sacramento on Tuesday catching a ride over to San Francisco 
so that he could hang with Thomas and some of his Denver teammates during Super Bowl week. 
 
"It means a lot to me, man," Butler told ESPN.com of seeing Thomas in the Super Bowl. "That's like a 
brother to me. All the hard work that I've seen him doing every time I've talked to him over the summer, 
he's always working. I think he's going to be huge in this game and I know they're going to come out on 
top." 
 
Given the similarities in their background, the reality is that Butler and Thomas already have come out 
on top. Their journeys to the peak of their respective professions have been well-documented. Butler's 
story -- he was kicked out of the house by his mom when he was 13 -- has been referred to as 
basketball's version of "The Blind Side." 
 
Thomas dealt with losing his mom to prison for 15 years on a drug trafficking conviction. It was just last 
month that Thomas' mother, Katina Smith, was able to watch her son play in the NFL for the first time 
after President Obama commuted her sentence over the summer. 
 
"It's not easy not having a mom," Thomas said. "I knew the same things [Butler] was going through and 
have gone through. That was a bond and we kind of stayed in touch from there." 
 
Butler has never been one to focus on the circumstances that led him to this point. He bonded with 
Thomas soon after meeting him at the ESPYS a few years ago. 
 
"His career has taken off in a great direction as has mine [since they met]," said Butler, who was just 
selected to his second straight All-Star Game. "We just support each other, we're each others' biggest 
fans because that's what friends [do]. We're like brothers, that's what we do." 
 
Thomas was glad Butler reached out. 
 
"For him to reach out was big, that was unexpected, maybe, but I'm glad he did," Thomas said. "There 
was a time I didn't like talking about it because it wasn't going to end anytime soon, I didn't know when 



my mom was getting out. But now people know my story, she's had the chance to get out and get her 
life going. Kind of that happy ending. But I'm glad he reached out." 
 
Butler, 26, knows that he and Thomas, 28, have overcome some huge hurdles to get to this point in their 
careers, but he says the topic of how they reached it doesn't come up nearly as much as talk of the 
future. 
 
"We really don't talk about [the past] much," Butler said. "The past is the past. It made you, but it never 
is going to define who you are, moving forward. We try to stick in the right now. We talk about going on 
vacations, making sure he comes up to Chicago to catch a game, which I will see him there. Me coming 
to Atlanta and kickin' it over the summer. Going on vacation together, that's what we talk about. So 
hopefully he gets this Super Bowl and you'll see him courtside at the Bulls game." 
 
Butler's Instagram feed shows pictures from earlier this year of him on the sidelines of a Broncos game 
in Denver cheering on his friend. He routinely wears Thomas' jersey in the Bulls' locker room before and 
after games. 
 
Butler's relationship with Thomas has produced other friendships on the Broncos' roster as well. Butler 
posted a photo of himself on Instagram with Thomas and Broncos defensive end DeMarcus Ware on the 
streets of San Francisco on Tuesday. He says he keeps in contact with several Broncos players on a 
regular basis and enjoyed picking "their brain" at dinner on Tuesday night. 
 
"I've talked to all of those guys," Butler said. "Just learning a little bit about them, where they're from, 
about their kids and stuff like that. I think that's important because you got to look at them as a human 
before you do as an athlete. Everybody got things that are going on on and off the court. So when I'm 
texting them or calling them I'm asking them about their family. I'm asking them what you were doing 
on your day off. I know what you're doing on the football field, I watch it. So just being personable about 
everything." 
 
Now Butler, the Broncos fan, can have the last laugh among his NFL fan teammates in the Bulls' locker 
room. Kirk Hinrich, Mike Dunleavy and Aaron Brooks can't. 
 
"You can talk all the crap you want to -- my team's in the Super Bowl," Butler said. "Kirk's Kansas City 
Chiefs, they're not there. Mike's Green Bay Packers, they're not there. Aaron's Seattle [Seahawks], 
they're not there. My team's there so you can talk all you want. My team's there and we're going to get 
this W." 
 
By coincidence, Butler and the Bulls play Friday in Denver against the Nuggets, Saturday in Minnesota 
against the Timberwolves and Monday in Charlotte against the Hornets as they complete a cross-
country, seven-game road trip. Butler still isn't sure exactly where he will be watching the game -- a 
team party hosted by former Bulls center Nazr Mohammed's home in Charlotte is a possibility -- but he 
knows when the game finally comes on, he will be cheering hard for Thomas -- and beaming at what his 
"brother" has already accomplished. 
 
"That's the biggest stage," Butler said. "This is what you dream of. This is what you work toward. I know 
he's going to do whatever it takes for his team to win. I know how hard he works. I know what he wants 
to have done over his career. So this is just the first step of one of many championships for him, I hope." 

  



Demaryius Thomas hopes to cap season of changes with 
Super Bowl win 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
February 3, 2016 
 
In so many ways, this has been the greatest year of Demaryius Thomas’ life. 
 
He received a $70 million contract from the Denver Broncos, a well-earned pay raise after three Pro 
Bowl seasons in his first five years in the NFL, and the life-changing news that came in July, when his 
mother, Katina Smith, was released after more than 15 years in prison. 
 
But such great joys weren’t without their pitfalls. 
 
The huge contract came with massive expectations, even as the Broncos transformed from a pass-heavy 
offense to a run-first scheme that would take a toll on his stats. And his mother’s return home for the 
first time since Thomas was 11 meant major responsibilities for her now-grown son, even if he could not 
travel to Georgia to see her. 
 
Smith went from a Tallahassee, Fla., prison to a Georgia halfway house in July. Then in November, she 
was released to live fully on her own for the first time since 1999. She needed Thomas’ help with getting 
settled and adjusted, and he grew accustomed to talking to her multiple times a day. 
 
But the hardest part for Thomas was knowing that even though Smith was no longer incarcerated, he 
was still so far away from her, because of his rigorous NFL schedule and rules that barred her from 
traveling until after the New Year. 
 
“That was the biggest thing, just not seeing her,” Thomas said Tuesday. “That bothered me a little bit.” 
 
They finally reunited for the Broncos’ divisional playoff game against the Pittsburgh Steelers last month. 
Smith flew to Denver and watched her son play in person for the first time. She wore a personalized No. 
88 jersey and sat in a suite. She watched the AFC Championship Game from home in Georgia, but she’ll 
be in Santa Clara on Sunday for the Super Bowl, Thomas said. 
 
He insists it’s not a distraction, nor is it any extra motivation. It’s just exciting, he said, to know that she’ll 
be there, and that she’ll be so happy. 
And he’s happy now, too, and seemingly relieved that the pressure of his mother’s first trip is over. 
Perhaps that will be a good sign as he heads into Super Bowl 50 against the Carolina Panthers. 
 
The off-field stress he was dealing with in November and December coincided with a rough stretch of 
games, with just one game with double-digit catches and one with more than 100 yards over the 
Broncos’ final 10 regular-season contests. He struggled with drops – he had at least nine this season – 
and finished the year with 1,304 receiving yards and six touchdowns, both significant decreases from his 
2014 output. 
 
He had just two catches for 12 yards in the AFC Championship Game against the New England Patriots. 
 



“He does get a lot of criticism about the drops, but it’s not fair. Everybody forgets he had 1,300 yards 
this year. It’s like come on, man. He got 1,300; leave the man alone,” wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders 
said. “OK, he might have eight drops, but ask any organization in the National Football League if they’ll 
take Demaryius Thomas and they’ll say yes, bring him over here. I’m just happy to be a part of it, happy 
to be his teammate.” 
 
But Thomas played well in the Broncos' previous Super Bowl appearance. He may have been the only 
Broncos offensive player to have a good game against the Seattle Seahawks two years ago, with a Super 
Bowl record 13 catches for 118 yards and a touchdown in the 43-8 loss. 
 
Matching those numbers against the Panthers could prove difficult if Thomas draws the matchup 
against Carolina’s No. 1 cornerback Josh Norman. But Thomas might have advantages that other 
receivers who have struggled against Norman this year do not. He’s quiet on the field, with a low-key 
demeanor that should prevent Norman from getting into his head like happened with the Giants’ Odell 
Beckham Jr., and he’s got a standout receiver opposite him in Sanders. 
 
Several times this year, including in the AFC Championship Game, Sanders has been the one who has 
drawn the top opposing cornerback. 
 
“I think that a lot of teams put their No. 1 corner on me and then put the No. 2 on Demaryius and give 
that No. 1 help over the top. Which is smart, but sometimes I end up beating that No. 1 corner,” Sanders 
said, laughing. “Norman is a great corner, but Demaryius and I have been facing great corners all year.” 
 

  



The hardest choice Demaryius Thomas' mom will make 
By Eli Saslow 
ESPN.com 
February 1, 2016 
 
DEMARYIUS THOMAS HAS just sent his mother a picture of the most unlikely Super Bowl ticket of all, 
the one intended for her, and now Katina Smith has a few days to decide whether she's prepared to take 
it. 
 
It's been just six months since President Barack Obama granted her clemency and released her from 
federal prison 15 years into a 20-year drug sentence. It's been 10 weeks since she left a halfway house 
and moved back home; eight weeks since she bought her first cellphone; five weeks since she learned to 
drive again; and four weeks since she met some of her nieces and nephews for the first time. It's been 
two days since her most recent panic attack, which she spent holed up in her bedroom, overwhelmed by 
the freedoms and stresses of the outside world. 
 
"I'm like a child," she tells Demaryius during a phone call. "I have to relearn everything. It's information 
overload, and my head is about to explode." 
 
Her transition back into society has had its stressful moments, but never more so than this week. 
Relatives call for Super Bowl tickets. Strangers on the Internet complain to her about Demaryius' 
dropped passes. Her parole officer says she needs to find a job, enroll in college, submit to another drug 
test and fill out paperwork if she wants to travel to the Super Bowl in San Francisco. He has questions 
about her potential itinerary, and Katina has questions, too -- all of which she asks Demaryius each 
morning during their daily calls. 
 
"How big is the stadium?" "How will I get there?" "What do people wear in San Francisco?" "Am I ready 
to make a trip like this?" 
 
She spent 15 years cut off from America in a 20-by-20-foot concrete cell, and now she has an invitation 
to the biggest American spectacle of all. 
 
A series of counselors and former inmates had told her to take it slow in the months after her release, to 
transition gradually: a first-generation cellphone before a smartphone; email before Facebook; short 
outings to familiar places before any ambitious trips. She moved back to the quiet of rural Dublin, 
Georgia, even though she would prefer living in Atlanta. She stays with her sister even as Demaryius 
finalizes the purchase on her own five-bedroom dream house. He bought her a brand-new Camaro with 
the nicest trims, but first she had to retake the state driving test and figure out how to work a stereo 
system that was missing its tape deck. 
 
She already took one trip to a divisional playoff game in Denver in the middle of January -- the best 
weekend of her life, she says -- but the fatigue that followed left her with a headache that lasted a week. 
She came home, turned off her phone, closed the door to her bedroom and read the same Bible verses 
about humility and simplicity that she studied each morning in prison. She finds relief in routine, in being 
momentarily confined. Sometimes she rereads the letter Obama sent to her along with her official 
notice of clemency from the White House. "Perhaps even you are unsure of how you will adjust," he had 
written. 
 



A few days before her release from prison, a counselor had talked to her about situations that could 
trigger anxiety: unfamiliar places, disorientation, strangers, big crowds, loud noises and sudden 
excitement. 
 
She wonders: How in the world can she go to the Super Bowl? 
 
But how can she not? 
 
FOR 4,568 DAYS in prison, she kept a picture in her cell of the last time she traveled to see her son play, 
at a junior high basketball game in 1999. The bleachers were mostly empty that night. The court was 
made of rubber. Both teams were coed. Demaryius made two 3-pointers while Katina watched in a 
sweatshirt with his nickname, Bay-Bay, stitched across the chest. They posed for a picture in the parking 
lot and then drove home, where the next morning they were jolted awake by the sound of 14 federal 
agents kicking in the front door. 
 
The agents executed a search warrant and found several hundred dollars of rolled-up cash, money that 
was connected to a small drug ring led by Katina's mother, Minnie Pearl. Katina was charged with 
conspiracy to distribute crack cocaine. The crime carried a mandatory minimum sentence of at least 20 
years in federal prison. 
 
"That must be some kind of mistake," Katina remembered saying to her lawyer, at their first meeting, 
because she had expected probation or maybe a few months in jail. She had no criminal record. She had 
never used drugs. At the time of her arrest, she was working the overnight shift at a clothing factory to 
support Demaryius and his two younger sisters. The "sophisticated drug ring," as prosecutors described 
it, was run out of a rotting and abandoned gas station near Minnie's trailer, where customers came to 
spend $10 or $15 at a time. The government's evidence indicated that Katina had neither dealt drugs 
herself nor been paid for helping her mother store the extra cash. 
 
"She was doing me a favor, really," Minnie said. "She was a bit player at most." 
 
The government offered Katina a plea deal of four years if she testified against Minnie, but Katina 
refused to turn against her mother. She chose instead to risk abandoning her three children for the next 
20 years by taking the case to trial. "It was what I felt I had to do as a daughter, but I'll never forgive 
myself as a mother," Katina said. The government had wiretaps of her talking about drug money and 14 
witnesses lined up to testify against her. Her own lawyer never called a single witness. The jury 
deliberated for an hour. "She's a good mother with so many factors in her favor," the lawyer pleaded at 
sentencing, but the only factors that mattered were working against her. 
 
The average drug sentences had tripled in length during the late 1980s, after Boston Celtics draft pick 
Len Bias died of a cocaine overdose and the Boston-based Speaker of the House, Tip O'Neill, pushed 
harsh sentencing legislation through Congress. The penalties were worst for crack, and worst still in the 
South, and worst of all for black people and minorities, who typically received sentences 25 percent 
longer than white people for similar crimes. 
 
"I'm sorry," the judge told Katina, explaining that congressional sentencing laws left him little choice but 
to give her the full 20 years with no possibility of parole. 
 
She moved into a prison in Tallahassee, Florida, to share a cell with her mother, who had been 
sentenced to life without parole, and Demaryius moved in with five different relatives over the next 
three years. For a while he refused to visit her in prison, angry at what he considered a betrayal. "You 



chose this," he told his mother once, and his words sent her spiraling into depression. Only after he left 
home for Georgia Tech did Demaryius finally decide to visit her, after playing a football game in 
Tallahassee. Seeing his mother so anguished and lonely thawed his anger. He started phoning her each 
week, and then eventually each day, and she watched his career take shape on the scratchy box 
television bolted to the wall of the prison lounge. 
 
She lost one appeal while Demaryius was at Georgia Tech. She lost another before the Broncos selected 
him in the first round of the 2010 NFL draft. When Demaryius and the Broncos made it to the Super 
Bowl in 2014, Katina and Minnie made pompoms out of old newspapers and decorated their faces with 
blue and orange crayons. 
 
Demaryius called Katina from his hotel room the night before the game, and he was on the verge of 
tears. "This doesn't feel right," she remembered him saying. "You should be here." 
 
She calmed him down. They prayed together. Then she gave him the same advice she offered before 
every game: "No regrets. No fear," she said. 
 
HER FINAL APPEALS went nowhere. Her petition for a reduced sentence failed. By Katina's 15th year in 
federal prison, another lawyer had dropped her case and explained that her only chance left was a 
pardon from the president, by which he really meant she had no chance at all. More than 35,000 federal 
prisons had applications pending for presidential relief. Obama had granted fewer than 50 during the 
entirety of his time in office. Katina went to the prison's law library, filled out an application, sent it off 
in the fall of 2014 and resigned herself to serving out the rest of her term. "I'm out of options," she 
wrote in an email to one friend. "I might miss his whole NFL career. I'm stuck." 
 
Meanwhile, in Washington, a frustrated Obama had run out of options, too. The federal prison system 
was in crisis -- 40 percent of facilities overcrowded, 50 percent over-budget and the system as a whole 
more than 800 percent larger than it had been just 30 years earlier. Three decades of mandatory-
minimum drug sentences had swelled the federal prison population from 24,000 to more than 200,000 
prisoners, half of whom were serving time for nonviolent drug offenses. 
 
Legislation to change sentencing policy had stalled in Congress. Federal prosecutors were continuing to 
push for long sentences. Determined to take action on his own, Obama traveled last summer to a 
federal prison in Oklahoma to meet with drug offenders and promised he would start relying more on 
clemencies and pardons. "It's a broken system," Obama said in one speech. "These punishments don't fit 
the crime." 
 
"The human and moral costs of these policies are immeasurable," said Eric Holder, then the U.S. 
attorney general. 
 
"My family has been hurting for so long," Demaryius wrote, in a letter of support to the White House on 
his mother's behalf. 
 
"The simple truth is that I miss my children," Katina wrote in an application for relief that, unbeknownst 
to her, had begun its improbable journey from one federal office to the next in the complicated 
clemency process. The federal government was looking to release drug offenders who already had 
served a significant portion of their sentences -- people who had demonstrated remorse, who had no 
prior criminal record, no history of violence and no disciplinary issues in prison. Katina fit every category. 
Her application was approved by a team of pro bono lawyers; approved by the Department of Justice; 



approved by the attorney general; approved by the White House counsel and finally forwarded in early 
July to Obama's desk in the Oval Office for final consideration. 
 
On July 13, Katina was working her usual shift in the prison commissary when the warden asked to see 
her upstairs. The warden seemed to meet with prisoners for only two reasons: to discipline them or 
notify them of a death in the family. Katina walked upstairs clutching a Bible to her chest, praying about 
Demaryius, praying about her two daughters. "Is everyone OK? Did something happen?" she asked, and 
a few seconds later the warden handed her a letter on White House stationery. It was stamped with a 
golden seal. It was signed by Obama. "I wanted to personally inform you that I will be granting your 
application for commutation," Obama had written. 
 
She shrieked. She began to laugh, then cry. She ran downstairs to her cell to tell her mother and then to 
call Demaryius, who was in the middle of negotiating a five-year contract extension with the Broncos 
worth $70 million. She reached him only a few minutes before Obama made a public announcement 
that he was signaling the end of the drug war by granting clemency to 46 nonviolent drug offenders, the 
largest number of releases by a president in a single day since the 1960s. 
 
"Bay-Bay, I'm getting out," Katina said, when Demaryius answered his phone. 
 
"What?" Demaryius asked. It was barely 7 a.m. in Denver. He had still been asleep. 
 
"I'm getting out," Katina said again. "November the 10th." 
 
"Seriously? That's what up!" Demaryius said. They shouted together for a moment, and then Demaryius 
calmed her down. "You know what that means, right?" he said, and before she could answer he was 
already looking up the Broncos schedule on his phone and rattling off dates. "This is the season you're 
finally coming to a game," he said. 
 
THEY RELEASED KATINA so quickly after Obama's pardon that nobody had time to come get her from 
prison. She bought a ticket for a Greyhound bus from Tallahassee to Atlanta, and a taxicab waited for 
her outside the prison's walls to take her to the station. She got into the cab and heard the doors lock 
shut behind her. She had never heard that sound before; all of her early '90s cars had been equipped 
with manual locks. "What are you doing?" she yelled at the cab driver, in what would be her first of 
many panic attacks. "Why are you trapping me in?" She pushed and rattled the door while the driver 
tried to explain the concept of automatic locks. 
 
The terms of her release required her to spend three months in a halfway house outside Atlanta and 
then a year on parole with limited out-of-state travel. But even that small amount of freedom was 
enough to overwhelm and confuse her. She set up a bank account but couldn't figure out how to swipe 
the ATM card. She drove to her favorite Blockbuster by the mall in Dublin, Georgia, and found the video 
store gone and the mall hollowed out. She called Demaryius, overwhelmed again, and said she needed 
to find a strategy to help her stay calm. "Maybe music," she said, and so she asked Demaryius if he could 
send her a Walkman. 
 
"You're like three generations behind," Demaryius said, once he had finally stopped laughing. 
 
Demaryius had no time to travel to see her during the season, and Katina's probation officer wouldn't 
allow her to leave Georgia for the first 60 days. That ban finally ended the week before the Broncos 
hosted the Pittsburgh Steelers in a divisional playoff game. Katina got permission to travel and made 
plans to meet Demaryius' father, Bobby Thomas, at the Atlanta airport on the Saturday before the 



game. (The couple were estranged but treated each other kindly.) She had flown only once before, in 
handcuffs from the inmate processing center in Oklahoma to her prison in Tallahassee, and now she 
boarded the Southwest flight shaking from a combination of nerves and excitement. She took pictures 
to capture each mundane detail. "Like a kid in a candy store, going on about every little nothing," Bobby 
said. How good were those peanuts?! And the automatic sink in that tiny little bathroom! Those 
mountains! That snow! 
 
When they finally landed in Denver, it was Demaryius' recorded voice that greeted passengers on the 
airport train to baggage claim. "Welcome to the Mile High City," he said, acting as its ambassador, and 
Katina clung hard for the handrail to keep from passing out from shock. 
 
She was nervous about everything, but what felt strangest of all was her anxiety about seeing him. She 
had talked to Demaryius almost every day in prison, and before every game, but they had seen each 
other only half a dozen times in the prison visitation room. His physical presence was unfamiliar to her, 
and his fame was foreign. She walked into his house in the suburb of Aurora and dropped her bags in 
the foyer. He pulled her into a hug and she started to cry. He seemed so big, so grown-up and self-
assured. 
 
"Tour?" Demaryius asked, reaching for her hand, excited to show her all six bedrooms, the basement 
lounge and the groundhogs in his sweeping backyard. But Katina was still clutching him, taking it in. 
"Hold on," she said. "I need a minute just to get my head around all of this." 
 
She tried that afternoon to be the mother she remembered being, but it felt a little like playing a role. 
She put in a load of his laundry. She organized his fan mail into neat file folders. She helped his father, 
Bobby, pay off the overdue toll tickets they found scattered around the house. Demaryius, meanwhile, 
tried to do what he thought was expected of a son, pampering her, teasing her and presenting her with 
gifts. He gave her a custom-made Broncos jersey, a tribute to the sweatshirt Katina had worn to support 
him long ago in junior high. There was his nickname, Bay-Bay, stitched again onto the back, but this time 
it was glittered and bejeweled. Katina put it on. She wished him luck before he left for the game. "No 
regrets," she said. "No fear." 
 
She took dozens of pictures on her cellphone during their trip into the stadium. How massive was that 
parking lot! That crowd! And could you believe all those horse statues! And those seats in their skybox, 
so orange they seemed to almost glow! She watched Demaryius catch a decisive two-point conversion. 
Peyton Manning gave her the game ball. She took pictures afterward with every Broncos player and 
even signed a few autographs herself. 
 
Not until they got back to Demaryius' house did she finally relax enough to put her phone away. She 
started another load of Demaryius' laundry at midnight, even though her flight left the next morning at 
6. She organized more fan mail. She read a note to Demaryius from the family of an 11-year-old boy who 
had died in a rafting accident, asking for permission to have the boy buried in Demaryius' No. 88 
Broncos jersey. "It's just hard to believe this is the person my son became," she said. 
 
Sometime after 1 a.m., Katina walked into the living room and there was her famous son, sitting on the 
couch and playing a game on his phone. Everyone else was asleep. The house was quiet. It was just the 
two of them. 
 
"Sit down and relax a minute," he told her, and she settled next to him on the couch. She closed her 
eyes. She leaned her head against him. 
 



"It's really happening. I'm actually here," she said, and after a while she fell asleep on his chest. 
 
IT'S LATE JANUARY now and she wants to be with him again. The Super Bowl -- that is her biggest 
reason to go. "I went years being away from him and now I don't want to go two weeks," she says one 
morning, looking over the Super Bowl travel itinerary the Broncos sent to family members. The team 
suggests she travel to San Francisco on the Thursday before the game. She can see Demaryius for dinner 
on Friday, again for a few hours on Saturday, and then again from her seat at the stadium. But the 
itinerary also details a series of logistics: bus schedules, hotel recommendations and security protocols. 
"It's all so out of my comfort zone," she says. 
 
A week before she's supposed to leave for the game, she drives to Macon with her sister to shop for a 
Super Bowl outfit. She still isn't sure whether she'll go, but she wants to be prepared. She wore the 
same prison jumpers for 15 years, never once giving a thought to her clothes, and now she can't decide 
between casual and formal. "What do women wear in California?" she asks a clerk at one store. "Is this 
too casual for a party?" she asks at the next. She circles through five stores and then goes back to the 
first. She comes home with an outfit that leaves her uncertain, like so much else. Here comes another 
wave of anxiety. Here comes a headache. Here come more questions -- so many rushing out at once. 
 
"What if I can't find the hotel? What if I get lost?" she asks, sitting at lunch with Demaryius' father, who 
plans to travel again with Katina to the game. 
 
"You won't get lost," he says. "I wouldn't let that happen." 
 
"What about the crowds? All those people?" 
 
"You'll get used to all that," he says. 
 
"What if they're hard on Demaryius? You know I can't take that." 
 
"He's grown now. He can handle it," he says. 
 
The lunch ends but the questions keep coming. She needs to feel certain. She needs to be reassured. 
She speaks again to her parole officer: "It should be fine," he tells her, suggesting that she will probably 
be cleared to travel. 
 
She speaks to her mother, Minnie Pearl, who is still in prison and hoping for clemency herself. They 
watched the last Super Bowl together. Now it will be just Minnie in the common lounge with that bolted 
TV, and Katina is afraid Minnie will feel more alone knowing Katina is at the game. "Go," Minnie tells 
her. "You have to be there." 
 
She speaks again with Demaryius. He wants her to come. There is so much on the line: a chance to 
solidify his reputation as one of the game's best receivers, to redeem a sometimes shaky season, to win 
his first championship, to earn a trip to the White House where he will be able to thank Obama in 
person for the act of clemency that brought his mother home. "It's your ticket," Demaryius tells Katina a 
week before the game. "Do you want it?" 
 
No regrets. No fear. How many moments in his life has she already missed? 
 
"I'll be there," she says. 



It's been a sometimes dominant, sometimes perplexing 
season for Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
February 1, 2016 
 
The last time the Denver Broncos played in a Super Bowl -- to close out the 2013 season -- wide receiver 
Demaryius Thomas got steamrolled by Seattle Seahawks safety Kam Chancellor early in the first quarter. 
Thomas wobbled back to his feet and fought to 118 of the most difficult receiving yards a wideout could 
have in a 35-point loss. 
 
Two years later, the Broncos stepped off their chartered flight to San Jose on Sunday afternoon, heading 
into the build-up for Super Bowl 50 and needing Thomas to lift his game. The Broncos have made it to 
the NFL’s title game with their alpha wide receiver still looking to make a significant impact. 
 
“I’ll keep working," Thomas said. “You always want to make plays to help us win. ... Just keep working." 
 
Thomas, who signed a five-year, $70 million deal in the offseason, had four catches for 40 yards in the 
Broncos’ divisional-round win over the Pittsburgh Steelers and two catches for 12 yards in the Broncos’ 
AFC Championship Game win over the New England Patriots. 
 
Asked if he was worried about the offense if the Broncos can’t get their leading receiver involved, 
Broncos coach Gary Kubiak stood firm in support of his 100-catch receiver. 
 
“No, I mean I’m proud of D.T.," Kubiak said. “He’s worked really hard. [Patriots coach] Bill [Belichick] 
took him away last week. I mean I’ve never seen so many guys on one guy a couple of times, and that’s a 
compliment to him, so you’ve got to go try to win other ways. D.T. understands that, but he’s worked 
really hard." 
 
But it is a growing trend at this point. In the Broncos' past three playoff games combined, including the 
divisional-round loss to the Indianapolis Colts that ended the Broncos’ 2014 season, Thomas has 11 
catches for 111 yards (37 yards per game) and one touchdown (in the loss against the Colts). 
 
Quarterback Peyton Manning has tried to get the ball to Thomas this postseason. He has been targeted 
15 times in the Broncos’ two playoff wins, or just one fewer target than Emmanuel Sanders, who has 
turned his 16 postseason targets into 10 receptions. 
 
But it has been that kind of season for Thomas -- sometimes dominant, sometimes perplexing. He had a 
career-most 18 drops this season, including a five-drop night against the Patriots in November. His 
concentration has wavered in games, with the dropped passes often coming in clusters. But he also had 
his second consecutive 100-catch season -- his 105 receptions ranked seventh in the league -- and he 
had his fourth consecutive season with at least 1,300 yards receiving. 
 
Thomas started 16 games for the fourth consecutive year, but has had his share of bumps and bruises 
that have limited him in practice. He can consistently be seen shaking his hand after catches, thanks to a 
finger injury. 
 



Thomas’ season was also marked by his mother’s release from prison. Katina Smith saw Thomas play in 
a game for the first time in December, and she is scheduled to attend the Super Bowl. Smith went to 
prison for drug trafficking when Thomas was 11 years old. Her sentence pardoned by President Barack 
Obama in November. 
 
“I know he’ll be ready to go [in the Super Bowl]," Kubiak said. "I know that the fact that his mom will get 
a chance to be there -- I think there are a lot of things going on in his life that he’s handled very, very 
well. I know he’ll be ready to go." 
 
“I really feel like it’s a blessing to be here," Thomas said. “I always think I can do more and I want to do 
more and I need to do more. But we played hard, you just keep grinding because this whole teams 
grinds." 

  



Demaryius Thomas' mother watches him play for first 
time 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 18, 2016 
 
Demaryius Thomas' mother, Katina Smith, left Sports Authority Field at Mile High Sunday with two gifts. 
The first was the simple ability to watch her son play the game he loves for the first time in person. The 
second was the game ball, given to Thomas by quarterback Peyton Manning for that specific reason. 
 
Sunday's game against the Steelers capped a whirlwind journey for Smith, who had been in prison 
serving a drug trafficking sentence since 1999. In July, President Barack Obama commuted Smith's 
sentence, along with 45 others whose sentences for nonviolent drug offenses were called "unduly 
harsh" by the White House. 
 
Smith was arrested when Thomas was 11, and the future Broncos Pro Bowler wouldn't pick up football 
until high school. So the only chances Smith has had to watch Thomas play, whether with Georgia Tech 
or the Broncos, was on television in prison — until Sunday, that is. 
 
"I was just excited she was here for her first game," Thomas said. "We came out with a win to make it 
even better." 
 
The plans for Smith to come to a Broncos game had been in motion for years, but with her sentence 
shortened by five years, those plans accelerated quite a bit. Smith first had to live in a halfway house 
until November, and after that, she was not permitted to leave Georgia for 60 days, as part of the terms 
of her release. 
 
The long path to Denver finally came to fruition Sunday with Smith watching the game from a suite as 
her son caught four passes for 40 yards on a blustery day. Thomas also scored on a two-point conversion 
on a pass from Manning to put the Broncos up a touchdown in the final minutes of the game. 
 
"It was great. I was happy, she's happy — we're happy," Thomas said. "Hopefully she'll come out next 
week." 
 
Thomas added that he's optimistic she'll be able to make her second visit to Sports Authority Field at 
Mile High next week for the AFC Championship Game when the Broncos take on the Patriots. 



Demaryius Thomas ready for playoffs after sometimes 
bumpy season 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 17, 2016 
 
Cover up the name and just look at the numbers and it might be a different story. 
 
There are the 105 receptions -- seventh in the league -- and the 1,304 yards receiving, also seventh in 
the league. But look at the name and see those are Demaryius Thomas' numbers and that’s the bottom 
line. This was his fourth consecutive season with at least 92 receptions, his fourth consecutive season 
with at least 1,300 yards. 
 
Then there is the six touchdown catches -- his lowest output since 2011 when he had four touchdowns 
in the Broncos read-option offense with Tim Tebow at quarterback. There were the 17 dropped passes, 
including three games when he had at least three dropped passes. 
 
"I see him adjust to this offense, a gradual adjustment because he missed the offseason program," said 
Broncos wide receivers coach Tyke Tolbert. "He’ll be the first to tell you, and I’ll tell you, there are so 
many more plays he could have made, especially the touchdown numbers. But fact of the matter is, this 
year is the first time in the program’s history they’ve had two receivers go for 1,000 yards four years in a 
row. They accomplished a lot, but there were plays out there, a lot more plays, we could have made, all 
of us, including (Thomas)." 
 
Heading into Sunday’s AFC divisional-round game against the Pittsburgh Steelers, the Broncos could use 
their marquee players to play to the playoff moment. Thomas is at, or near, the top of that list. 
 
Beyond his importance to their chances of moving on, Thomas said this week that Sunday's game will be 
a long-awaited personal moment since it is expected to be the first time his mother, Katina Smith, has 
seen him play in person. Smith was arrested for narcotics trafficking when Thomas was 11 years old, but 
was one of 46 nonviolent drug offenders who had their sentences commuted in November by President 
Barack Obama. 
 
Smith is now able to travel after a 60-day period after her release and was scheduled to be at Sunday’s 
game. 
 
"I think all of us knows what it would mean to (Thomas)," said Broncos wide receiver Emmanuel 
Sanders. 
 
It has all made for an emotional, sometimes bumpy ride for Thomas this season. One that started when 
he skipped the Broncos' offseason program after the Broncos had used the team’s franchise player tag 
on him before he signed a five-year, $70 million deal in July. 
 
The Broncos changed offenses with the arrival of Gary Kubiak and his new staff. Though Thomas had a 
playbook and practice video from the offseason workouts while he was away, he wasn’t on the field 
with his teammates until training camp. 
 



And Thomas’ season has been a mixture of game-changing plays -- like his 36-yard catch in a game-tying 
drive against New England, his leaping catch-and-run for a 45-yard touchdown just before halftime 
against Detroit and his 72-yard catch-and-run for a touchdown in the regulat-season finale -- and those 
sometimes perplexing drops. 
 
"I think there were plays I could have made, plays I’ve made in the past," Thomas said. "But we’ve been 
working to get to this point. I think we’re ready." 
 
Thomas' most difficult game was Nov. 29 against the Patriots when he had five dropped passes in the 
Broncos’ overtime win. The play that helped put the Broncos in position to tie the game in regulation 
was his only catch in the game. 
 
"But drops are concentration issues, if a guy couldn’t catch under pressure he wouldn’t be here," Tolbert 
said. "Every week on my tip sheet I put 'don’t take any ball for granted.' (Thomas) has made plays, we 
know what he can do, it’s a matter of keeping guys in position to make those plays." 
 
Thomas is one of many Broncos who have referenced last January’s playoff loss to the Indianapolis Colts 
this week. In a listless game on both sides of the ball for the Broncos, Thomas finished with five catches 
for 59 yards and scored the Broncos’ only touchdown on their first drive of the game. 
 
"It’s something where we all have to do better, starting with me, I can do better, I can make more 
plays," Thomas said. "We all want to help get this team where we all want to go." 

  



Broncos' Demaryius Thomas honors mother with game 
ball 
By Dan Graziano 
ESPN.com 
January 17, 2016 
 
Peyton Manning handed receiver Demaryius Thomas the game ball after the Denver Broncos' comeback 
playoff victory over the Pittsburgh Steelers on Sunday and told him to give it to his mother. 
 
"So that is what I'm going to do." Thomas said as he hurried out of the locker room to the family waiting 
area after the Broncos' 23-16 win. 
 
Sunday was the first chance Thomas has had to do that because Sunday's game was the first game 
Thomas' mother, Katina Smith, has ever seen him play in person. 
 
Arrested and jailed for narcotics trafficking when Thomas was 11 years old, Smith was freed in 
November when President Obama commuted the sentences of 46 nonviolent drug offenders. 
 
But per the terms of her release, Smith was not allowed to travel outside of Georgia for 60 days. That 
led to some frustration and disappointment, as Thomas was eager to get his mother to a game. On 
Sunday, it finally came to pass. 
 
"It's very special," Thomas said. "She came out, got to see us win a game, her first time here, her first 
time seeing me play. It felt great, a really special feeling." 
 
As the questions kept coming, Thomas, who caught four passes for 40 yards and one 2-point conversion 
in the victory, gripped the football, grinned and shook his head. 
 
"My mom is right outside that door," he said. "Y'all are killing me." 
 
He found her outside that door, in the family waiting room off the Broncos' locker room, in a sparkly, 
bright orange Broncos cap and a bright orange jacket covering a custom-made, bedazzled Broncos jersey 
with Thomas' No. 88 on it and the words "Bay Bay's Mama" on the back. They hugged. He handed her 
the ball. They walked out to the parking lot with his arm around her shoulder, stopping to trade hugs, 
handshakes and wide smiles with Thomas' teammates. 
 
"Just excited she was here for her first game," Thomas said. "The fact that we came out with a win made 
it even better." 
  



Demaryius Thomas gives game ball to mother, who 
watched her son play for 1st time 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 17, 2016 
 
For five months, Demaryius Thomas shielded his emotions, knowing a reunion he had waited more than 
16 years to experience would soon arrive, along with a swarm of onlookers, and curious reporters and 
fans. 
 
He would smile when asked about her, but not too much. 
 
He would drop his head sheepishly when asked if he envisioned the moment when they would embrace 
after his first game playing in front of her. But his expression would soon revert to a focused stare. 
 
The excitement was welcome, but the questioning soon became overwhelming. 
 
But on Sunday, his guard came down. A smile he had tried to suppress refused to fade. 
 
For the first time ever, his mother, Katina Stuckey Smith, got to see him play football, a divisional playoff 
win over the Steelers, no less. 
 
"It was great," he said. "... I was just excited she was here for her first game. We came out with the win 
to make it even better." 
 
In 1999, when Thomas was 11, Smith was arrested for operating a cocaine ring with Thomas' 
grandmother, Minnie Pearl Smith, out of their house in Georgia. For 15 years inside a federal 
correctional institute in Tallahassee, Fla., Katina Smith, whose original sentence of more than 24 years 
was later reduced to 20, could only cheer from afar, donning gray prison garb as she watched her son on 
a prison television. 
 
But last July, just days before Thomas signed a five-year, $70 million contract extension with the 
Broncos, President Obama announced Katina Smith would be going home early. She was one of 46 
nonviolent drug offenders to have their sentences commuted early. 
 
After spending more than three months in a halfway house, Smith went home the evening of Nov. 9. 
Her travel was restricted for 60 days after, though, ending her shot at seeing her son play before the 
regular season ended. But her chance to see him when it counted more was still very much alive. 
 
On Saturday, Smith flew to Denver with Thomas' father and aunt to reunite with her son for the first 
time since their tear-filled goodbye more than 16 years ago. 
 
"It was good," Thomas said, still with grin. "First thing she started doing looking around the house, trying 
to clean up stuff." 
 
On Sunday Smith sat in a suite on the club level of Sports Authority Field, this time in a new uniform -- a 
customized, sparkling No. 88 jersey that read " Bay Bay's Mama" on the back -- as she watched her son 
catch four passes for 40 yards. 



 
She watched as the Broncos struggled early, but came through late. 
 
She watched as Demaryius all but sealed the Broncos' victory with his two-point conversion in the fourth 
quarter. 
 
And she watched as he passed Rod Smith, to sit atop the Broncos' record book with 50 career playoff 
catches. 
 
She watched it all — live. 
 
Mom was present, but the added pressure was not. 
 
"Only because I didn't really know where she was," Thomas said. "I knew what suite she was in, but I 
couldn't really see so it couldn't really bother me." 
 
Minutes after the game, she sauntered down to the bowels of Sports Authority Field for the reunion 
which the two had waited for so long. 
 
After the game, quarterback Peyton Manning handed Thomas the game ball, a gift to pass on to his 
mother. As Thomas opened the doors of the locker room, football in hand, Smith grabbed her son for a 
hug before posing for pictures with teammates and their families. 
 
The embrace drew a roar of cheers, and smiles. 
 
But none bigger than the one on Thomas' face. 
  



Demaryius Thomas one of NFL's best receivers despite 
rough patch with dropped passes 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
January 8, 2016 
 
Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas knows how this business goes. The criticism often is louder in 
the rough moments than the cheers erupting after big plays. 
 
That helps explain why Thomas turning in yet another productive season was overlooked somewhat by 
his issue with dropped passes. 
 
Thomas understands. He admits the battle with drops are unacceptable. 
 
The bigger story is just how important Thomas, who signed a five-year, $70 million contract during the 
offseason, has been for the Broncos. Thomas joined Jerry Rice and Marvin Harrison as the only players in 
NFL history with four consecutive seasons of at least 90 receptions for at least 1,300 yards. 
 
"It was up and down," Thomas said of his season, which included catching 105 passes for 1,304 yards 
and six touchdowns on a 12-4 team. "At the end of the day, I did my part. I could have done better." 
 
It was a 16-yard reception from quarterback Peyton Manning in the third quarter Sunday against San 
Diego that allowed Thomas to cross the 1,300-yard threshold. 
 
Manning was back like he never left with the same rhythm, leadership and game feel that Thomas saw 
from him in September. 
 
"It was a matter of giving him an opportunity to get healthy," Thomas said. "He looked good and when I 
came out of the break the ball was dead on. That's what we look for." 
 
Since Manning came to Denver in 2012, Thomas ranks second in the NFL in receiving, behind Pittsburgh 
star Antonio Brown. Over the past four seasons, Thomas has 402 catches for 5,787 yards and 41 
touchdowns. 
 
Broncos offensive coordinator Rick Dennison explained why Thomas has had so much success. 
 
"Go through your list of (Colts receiver) Andre Johnson and those guys that we played and (Broncos Ring 
of Fame receiver) Rod Smith that played here before — they work," Dennison said. "They don't say 
much and they work. He's right in that line. Leading by example of how he works day in, day out and 
making plays." 
 
With 117 yards Sunday against the Chargers, Thomas became the Broncos' all-time leader for most 100-
yard receiving games with 32, passing Smith. 
 
"He's going to break a lot more (records) before he's done," Smith said. "We joke about it all the time, 
then I show him my Super Bowl rings and he stops laughing." 
 
Added Thomas: " I learned a lot from Rod when I first got here. To surpass him is amazing." 



 
Thomas believes he is going to play his best football in the postseason; the top-seeded Broncos' playoff 
opener is Jan. 17. 
 
January could be special for another reason. Thomas' mother, Katina Smith, may be able to watch him 
play football in person for the first time. 
 
Smith was released from a halfway house Nov. 9 after spending 15 years in prison for her involvement in 
a cocaine ring that was run by her and Thomas' grandmother. Thomas was hopeful that his mother 
would be able to come to Denver to see him play soon after her release, but he learned that she would 
not be able to leave Georgia for 60 days, per her probation. 
 
Smith would be eligible to leave by Jan. 17 for the Broncos' postseason opener, but she has to be 
cleared by her probation officer to leave Georgia. 
 
"We're working on it. I don't know yet," Thomas said of getting his mother to Denver to attend a playoff 
game. 
 
Thomas is eager for that to happen, but he doesn't want it to become a distraction. 
 
After all, he has a Super Bowl to help the Broncos win. 
  



Thomas nominated for Art Rooney Sportsmanship 
Award 
By Staff 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 25, 2015 
 
Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas is one of 32 NFL players—one from each team—to be 
nominated for the second annual Art Rooney Sportsmanship Award. The award recognizes NFL players 
who demonstrate outstanding sportsmanship on the field, including fair play, respect for the game and 
opponents, and integrity in competition. 
 
The award is presented annually and was created last season as a tribute to Pro Football Hall of Famer 
Art Rooney Sr., the founding owner of the Pittsburgh Steelers.  
 
A panel of former players Warrick Dunn, Curtis Martin, Karl Mecklenburg and Leonard Wheeler will 
choose four finalists from the AFC and four from the NFC. The eight finalists will be listed on the Pro 
Bowl ballot and the winner will then be determined by current NFL players. Each team’s players will 
submit a consensus vote on Dec. 18 and teams cannot vote for their own players. 
 
The winner will be announced during the 5th Annual NFL Honors show on Feb. 6 on CBS and will receive 
a $25,000 donation from the NFL to go toward the charity of their choice. The winner will also be 
presented with a trophy representing the important role that sportsmanship plays in the NFL. 
  



For Mamma 
By Demaryius Thomas 
The Players’ Tribune 
November 16, 2015 
 
The bent soda cans were everywhere. That’s when I started to get a bad feeling. Every time I’d go 
outside to play in the yard, the cans were littered all over the grass.  When I was really young, I used to 
think, “Why’s everybody drinking so much soda all the time?” 
 
But where we lived, you grow up fast. It didn’t take long for me to put the pieces together. I noticed the 
chalky white powder, the little holes in the side of the cans. More than anything, I noticed the same 
familiar faces, and how their eyes looked. 
 
They were using the cans to smoke crack. 
 
There was a little trailer back behind where we lived where people would come and go. My mamma and 
grandma would go back there. They always told me to stay away from that trailer. I knew what was 
going on. I knew my grandma was running the operation. But I pretended that I didn’t. I just acted like 
nothing was happening. 
 
But one night, when I was 11 years old, I had a really bad dream. I told my mamma, “I feel like 
something terrible is gonna happen.” 
 
I was a mamma’s boy. She had me at 15, so we were close enough in age where we could play 
basketball against each other. We used to play one-on-one and race in the yard all the time. I’ll spare 
you the details about the environment we grew up in. You know the story. Drugs were just around. Dirt 
roads. Not much money to go around. My mom was doing what she thought she had to do to survive. 
 
But I had this feeling. 
 
“Mamma, something bad’s gonna happen.” 
 
She told me everything would be OK. 
 
A few months later … BOOM. 
 
The loudest sound I ever heard. I was sleeping by the door when the men busted in. It was seven in the 
morning, right before school. The first thing I saw were the guns pointing at me. Big guns. Like in a 
movie. I didn’t know they were police. I just saw guns and red dots flashing. They told me to get down. 
 
I laid on the floor and they went into my mom and stepdad’s room. They brought them out in handcuffs. 
 
As they were walking my mamma to the police car, she said, “Can I please just take my kids to the school 
bus one last time?” 
 
That’s when I knew. Hearing that, even at 11 years old, I realized that I wasn’t going to see my mom for 
a long, long time. It was real. She begged the police officers, and they agreed to let her walk us to the 
bus stop. When the bus pulled up, all the kids saw the police cars surrounding us. My mom kissed us on 
the cheek and waved goodbye. 



The first thing the kids said when I got on the bus was, “Awwwww, ya’ll did something bad!” They 
started picking on me right away. You know how kids are. I looked out the window at my mom getting 
put into the police car. 
 
I sat on that bus and told myself: Keep it inside. Don’t let them see it. 
 
My father was in the military. My mother and stepfather and grandmother were locked up. From that 
day on, I was basically an orphan. I came home from school that day and I thought, Where do I go now? 
I was 11, so I couldn’t really work, but I still had to figure out a way to take care of my sisters. I told 
myself I was going to get a scholarship so I could get a degree and take care of my family. In the 
meantime, I had to do whatever I could. We were in rural Georgia. The good thing about rural Georgia is 
that you can always make some change working with your hands. 
 
So I started pulling corn and pickin’ peas and butterbeans. Seriously, that was my job. I used to wake up 
at six in the morning and get to pullin’ before school. That’s hard work. Where I grew up, stupid 
situations were very easy to get into. I had a choice: the drug game, or the corn game. I kept thinking: 
just don’t screw up a chance to get to college. That was my light that I focused on. 
 
My mom was eventually sent to prison in Tallahassee, Florida. I didn’t even get to visit her for years. The 
stability that I was used to was gone. I know that sounds crazy with the drugs all around me, but it was 
still a certain kind of stability. With my mom gone, my world was so empty. I stayed with whoever didn’t 
get mad at me that week. Aunties, my dad’s mother, whoever. I didn’t have much. If the house was 
burning down, I wouldn’t even have anything to grab. For real. Maybe a pair of shoes. That’s about it. I 
had three pairs of jeans I’d switch out. 
 
It was lonely. I had no idea what I would do with my life. Or where I would be in a few years. At a certain 
point, I used to cry every night. 
 
In fact, I’m gonna tell you this, just for all the kids out there reading this who are in a similar situation, 
who are holding it all inside. Even when I made it to the NFL, I’d cry some nights thinking about my 
mother, wondering if she would ever get out. 
 
No amount of money, no amount of fame, no amount of anything in the world can replace your mother. 
I realized that holding it all in wasn’t good for me, and I reached out to a preacher who really helped me 
talk through it all. People think orphans are kids whose parents have died, but 80 percent of orphans in 
the world have at least one parent who is alive somewhere. There are millions of kids just like me all 
across the U.S., and hundreds of millions all over the world. 
 
We rely on the kindness and the couches of others to get us through the day. I had multiple high school 
coaches who looked out for me. Multiple college coaches. Deacons. Pastors. Aunties. Uncles. Friends. If 
even one of those people had let me slip, would you even know my name? Maybe not. 
 
I talk to a lot of kids who have parents in prison, or who left them when they were young for one reason 
or another. I know the anger. The pain. The fear. Especially the loneliness. They just want somebody to 
say, “I care about you.” But that doesn’t happen enough, so they get into trouble. 
 
As men, as athletes especially, we don’t like to talk about love. We talk about brotherhood and all that, 
but not love. But it’s the most important thing in a child’s life. More important than the kind of school 
you go to, or what neighborhood you live in, or even if you grow up around drugs and violence. If you 
are loved, you’ll make it out. 



For 15 years, my mamma was gone. She was in prison before I ever started playing football. She never 
got to see me take the field. Never got to see me graduate high school. Never got to see how I blocked 
my butt off at Georgia Tech running the triple-option and never complained, never quit. I didn’t have 
much to hold onto, except that I knew she was proud of me. 
 
This summer, I was back home in Georgia when I got the news. President Obama commuted the 
sentences of 46 nonviolent drug offenders. My mother was one of them. She was finally going to be 
free. She was going to get to see me play football. For the very first time. In the National Football 
League. She spent years making Thomas No. 88 jerseys with a Black Sharpie on her gray uniform. She 
watched me play in the Super Bowl on the prison TV. When I heard the news, I thought, Man, I’m finally 
gonna get to see her sitting in the stands in a real orange Broncos jersey. 
 
I couldn’t wrap my head around it. I still can’t. 
 
Recently, I’ve been getting asked a lot of questions about my mother. It’s a little bit overwhelming. Her 
story is complicated. But this is what I want you to know about my mamma: She loved me. That’s the 
most important thing in the world. 
 
My mother finally got her freedom last week. She’s restricted from traveling for 60 days, so I still have to 
wait a little bit to see her in the stands. But that’s not what matters. What really matters is that I’m 
going to get to hug my mother again. I can call her any time I want now. I don’t have to wait for her call. 
It’s a small thing, but it means so much. She got her little cell phone for the first time. We’ve been 
talking a lot. She says she wants to race me. She still thinks she can beat me. 
 
The other day, we were talking about what she wants to do when she gets out, and it made me realize 
how much time we had lost. She said, “You know what I want? I want to get a Walkman.” 
 
We got a lot of catching up to do, Mamma. I love you. 
 
*** 
 
Demaryius is dedicating all of his November games to imME.org’s November Campaign and the orphans 
of the world for Orphan Awareness Month. 
 
To give to Demaryius’ campaign, or to find out how you can can save the lives of orphans in Haiti and 
around the world, visit bit.ly/DemaryiusThomasCampaign. #RaiseYourVoice2015 

  



Broncos WR Thomas a step closer to reunion with 
mother 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
November 13, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas will have to wait a little bit longer to celebrate his mother's freedom and treat her to 
her first NFL game. 
 
The star receiver's plans to fly Katina Smith to Denver this weekend were scuttled by a 60-day travel 
restriction following her release from a halfway house in Georgia. She had been staying there since 
President Barack Obama cut short her drug trafficking sentence last summer as part of his push to 
reduce the prison population of non-violent offenders. 
 
Thomas was hoping his mother would see him play in person for the first time when the Broncos (7-1) 
face the Kansas City Chiefs (3-5) on Sunday. 
 
"She won't be able to make it," Thomas said. "But besides that, it's good to have her out finally." 
 
Smith has only seen her son play on the TV sets at the halfway house or at the Federal Correctional 
Institution in Tallahassee, Florida, where she and her mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, were serving time 
for drug trafficking convictions. Both would wear No. 88 "jerseys" they crafted with strips of tape on 
their prison-issued clothing. 
 
Thomas' father was serving in the Army and stationed in Kuwait when his mother and grandmother 
were arrested in 1999. Thomas, 11 years old at the time, went to live with an aunt and uncle, Shirley and 
James Brown, a Baptist minister who lived six miles away. 
 
A budding basketball and track star, Thomas took up football to stay off the streets and out of trouble. 
He went on to play at Georgia Tech and was a first-round draft pick by Denver in 2010. Last summer, he 
signed a five-year extension worth $70 million a few days after his mother called with news of her 
commuted sentence. 
 
Thomas got another call from her this week, this time at midnight following her release from the 
halfway house. She couldn't sleep. 
 
"I'm going home," she told him. 
 
"My auntie went to go pick her up," Thomas said. "It was exciting and I was happy for her. I was hoping 
that she could try to get out here or (I could) try to go see her, but I have work days for me and she can't 
travel right now." 
 
So, the mother and child reunion will have to wait a while longer. 
 
Thomas said he's going to check with his mother's probation officer to see if she can get special 
permission to travel before the two-month restriction. 
 



If nothing else, maybe she can see Thomas in the playoffs, providing the Broncos reach the divisional 
round Jan. 16-17. 
 
"It's just a blessing to have her out now," Thomas said. "She can finally, probably, get a chance to come 
see me play live. That's all that she's been talking about." 
 
Thomas no longer has to wait for his mother's calls but can call her whenever he feels like it, and she 
texts him a dozen times a day like a teenager with a new cellphone. 
 
Besides wanting to watch him play in person, Smith has something else in mind for when she sees her 
son: racing him. 
 
"She thinks that she can outrun me for some reason," Thomas said. "That's all that she's been talking 
about. The other thing was that she wanted to get a Walkman. People don't even use Walkman 
anymore. We're going to try and get her some music on her new phone that she has." 
 
What Thomas is envisioning from his reunion, whenever it happens, is that first hug. 
 
"I'm hoping that it'll be here," he said. "I know that it'll be emotional. I'm sure that I'll break down and 
start crying. I'm sure that she will, too." 
 
Notes: WR Emmanuel Sanders (left ankle) missed practice all week and is a game-time decision. ... 
Peyton Manning (right foot) was a full participant again Friday. "He looked good, threw the ball around 
good and moved good. He had a good day," said coach Gary Kubiak. ... SS T.J. Ward said he'll appeal 
both fines he received this week, $17,363 for his hit on Colts WR T.Y. Hilton, and $5,787 for having his 
jersey untucked. "They both upset me equally," said Ward, stressing he's been hitting players like that 
and wearing his jersey the same way since he entered the NFL in 2010. 
  



Demaryius Thomas hopes emotional reunion with 
mother comes sooner 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 11, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas can't wait to have his mother, Katina Smith, watch him play for the Broncos in 
person for the first time. 
 
The wait will last just a little while longer. Smith, who had her sentence for drug trafficking commuted 
by President Barack Obama this summer, was released from a halfway house Tuesday, but she cannot 
travel for 60 days. 
 
That timetable would make it possible for her to see Thomas play in the postseason, assuming the 
Broncos qualify for the playoffs. Given their 7-1 start, the team is in terrific shape to make sure that 
opportunity happens. 
 
But Thomas hopes he can get his mother to Denver before then -- not simply so she can see him play, 
but so the son can give his mother the hug for which both have waited for so long. 
 
"I'm hoping that it'll be here. I know that it'll be emotional. I'm sure that I'll break down and start 
crying," Thomas said. "I'm sure that she will too because it will be her first time -- even probably on the 
plane coming to Denver -- in Denver. It'll be a little emotional, but I'll be very excited." 
 
The sooner they can embrace, and the sooner that Smith can come to Denver, watch her son and see 
the life he's worked to make for himself, the better. 
 
“I have to talk to the probation officer. I hope that I can talk to him [Thursday] and see what we can do 
because I want to get her out here to a game before the season is over," Thomas said. 
 
Thomas and his mother have been in constant communication; he estimates that he receives "probably 
12" text messages a day from her. 
 
“All that she's been talking about is racing me," he said. "She thinks that she can outrun me for some 
reason. That's all that she's been talking about." 
 
As Smith leaves the halfway house, her readjustment will continue. Smith was in prison for 15 years, and 
a crucial step of her reintegration into society is adjusting to the myriad changes -- massive and small -- 
that have come to everyday life since the turn of the century. 
 
"The other thing was that she wanted to get a Walkman," Thomas said. "People don't even use 
Walkmans anymore. We're going to try and get her some music on her new phone that she has." 
 
But there will be no music as sweet as the sound of the crowd cheering her son, a moment that can't 
come soon enough. 
 
"It's a little emotional. I'm excited about it and wish that she was here," Thomas said. "You have people 
saying, 'You're going to have a great game. Your mom is going to be around.' I'm happy still. 



 
"I'm very happy and she's happy since we've been talking a lot more lately. The main thing is still just 
going out and trying to do my job." 
 
But just because he remains focused on that doesn't mean that Thomas can completely conceal his 
excitement. 
 
"He was walking around the locker room today showing everybody pictures of her," fellow wide receiver 
Emmanuel Sanders said. "It's just going to be awesome. That's going be an awesome experience. I can't 
wait to meet her. I'm happy for him. I'm happy for his family." 
  



Demaryius Thomas still waiting for mother to attend 
first Broncos game 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
November 11, 2015 
 
In many ways, when it finally happens, it will turn out to be the game of Demaryius Thomas' life. 
 
It will be the game he's has waited his entire adult life for, the one he's dreamed about and at times 
even wondered if it would ever really happen. But that game, the one where Thomas' mother, Katina 
Smith, sees him play, in person, for the first time, will not be Sunday when the Denver Broncos play 
against the Kansas City Chiefs. 
 
“She was going to try to get to this first game, but she won't be able to make it,'' Thomas said 
Wednesday. “So we're working on something else.'' 
 
In July, President Barack Obama commuted the prison sentences of 46 nonviolent drug offenders, 
including Smith's. At time the time Obama's 46 sentence reductions were the largest number of 
sentences commuted by a president since the 1960s. 
 
Thomas was 11 years old in 1999 when Smith and Thomas' maternal grandmother, Minnie Pearl, were 
arrested for narcotics trafficking. Smith had been scheduled to be released in 2017. Thomas' 
grandmother received a life sentence for that crime and remains in prison. 
 
Since Smith's sentence was commuted and she was released from prison, Smith has been in a halfway 
house in Georgia. Smith was cleared to leave the halfway house this week and Thomas said Wednesday 
she is now staying with relatives. 
 
This past summer Thomas called the prospect of his mother being able to attend a Broncos game 
“breath-taking'' and he has consistently said since Smith's sentence was commuted he believed that first 
game would be Sunday's matchup at Sports Authority Field at Mile High. But Thomas said Wednesday 
his mother cannot travel for 60 days. Katina Smith did text Thomas a picture Wednesday of her wearing 
Broncos gear, a picture Thomas had shown to many of his teammates. 
 
“I'm excited for him, excited to meet his mom,'' wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders said. 
 
“She called me ‘I'm going home','' Thomas said. “It was exciting, I was happy for her, I know I was hoping 
she could get out here, try to go see her [but] she has to talk to the probation officer ... I want to get her 
out here before the season's over. But she can't travel. Just a blessing to have her out now, she can 
finally come see me play live. That's all she's been talking about.'' 
 
A wait of 60 days would put the Broncos in the postseason with the Wild Card games scheduled the 
weekend of Jan. 9-10 and the Divisional round games scheduled for the weekend of Jan. 16-17. Super 
Bowl 50, in Santa Clara, California, is Feb. 7. 
 
“I get probably 12 texts a day now, she finally knows how to text,'' Thomas said. “We'll talk before the 
game and after the game. All she's been talking about is racing me. She thinks she can out-run me for 



some reason. That's all she's been talking about. And she wanted to get a Walkman, and [I said] we 
don't even use Walkmans ... [I'm] going to try to get her some music on her phone.'' 
 
On the potential of seeing Smith soon, Thomas said; “Hopefully it will be here. I know it will be 
emotional, probably break down and start crying too because it's the first time.'' 
  



Demaryius Thomas' mother released from halfway 
house, on travel restriction 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
November 11, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas couldn't hide the smile he's worn for nearly two days. 
 
His mother, Katina Stuckey Smith, 43, was released from an Atlanta halfway house Monday night after 
spending more than 15 years behind bars for her role in a cocaine ring she and Thomas' grandmother, 
Minnie Pearl Thomas, ran from their home in Georgia. 
 
Convicted in 2000, Smith was one of 46 nonviolent drug offenders whose sentences were commuted by 
President Barack Obama in mid-July. 
 
The hope, Thomas had said earlier this season, was that she would be out in time to see him play against 
the Chiefs on Sunday. It would have been her first time seeing her son play football in person, and it was 
a moment both had been dreaming about for the better part of two decades. 
 
But upon her release Monday night, Thomas learned Smith would not be allowed to travel for 60 days, 
per the conditions of her probation. Although Smith will not be in attendance for Sunday's game, 
Thomas holds out hope she will be allowed to watch from the stands of Sports Authority Field before 
the season ends. 
 
In the meantime, she will be allowed to watch on television, seeing her son play in the comfort of her 
home with family by her side. 
 
"To be able to be with family, with my sisters and nephew and nieces — it's amazing," he said. "I'll call 
her after the game; I don't have to wait for her to call me." 
 
Earlier Wednesday, Thomas showed his teammates and coaches a photo of his mother. The anticipation 
of their reunion was too much to contain. She has learned how to send text messages, sending them in 
batches to her son. 
 
Thomas' dream of hugging her outside prison walls, and of seeing her in Broncos orange and blue 
seemed far-fetched 11 months ago. Soon, it will be reality. 
 
"I know it'll be emotional," he said. "I'm sure I'll break down and start crying, and she will, too." 
  



Demaryius Thomas' mother scheduled to be released 
from halfway house, could see Broncos play soon 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
November 10, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas could soon have his greatest fan watching him from the stands of Sports Authority 
Field. 
 
Thomas' mother, Katina Stuckey Smith, 43, was scheduled to be released Tuesday after spending more 
than three months in a Georgia halfway house. 
 
Convicted in 2000 for running a cocaine ring with Thomas' grandmother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, in 
Georgia, Smith was one of 46 nonviolent drug offenders whose sentences were commuted by President 
Barack Obama in mid-July. 
 
Smith originally was scheduled to get out of prison June 25, 2017, but her early release means she could 
soon see her son play football live, something she's yet to do since he took up the sport. 
 
But she might not be completely free — yet. 
 
Smith will be on supervised release and have to report to U.S. probation, which could be by phone or in 
person. Travel restrictions will be at the discretion of the court and her probation officer. 
 
Thomas learned shortly after the 2014 season that there was a chance his mother could be released as 
early as Nov. 1 under the new U.S. sentencing guidelines. The possibility became reality two days before 
he signed a five-year $70 million contract with the Broncos. 
 
Before the Broncos' victory over the Packers on Nov.1, Thomas said he hoped his mother would be 
available to see him play in his next home game, against Kansas City on Sunday. 
 
"Great moment," he said then. "She's never seen me play — live." 
 
On Tuesday, shortly before her scheduled release from the halfway house, Thomas posted an image of 
Smith on his Facebook page, with the message " My everything.." 
  



Demaryius Thomas "freshened up" during the Broncos' 
bye week 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
November 6, 2015 
 
The bye week often provides a time for NFL players to reflect on their season. For Broncos' receiver 
Demaryius Thomas, it was the exact opposite. It became a time of release. 
 
Going into last Sunday's game against Green Bay, Thomas had played well by most receivers' standards, 
but not by his own. He caught 10 passes for 111 yards against Cleveland in Week 6, but the focus in the 
postgame was on his three drops, all of which seemed to come at the most inopportune time. 
 
The criticism came loud and quick, and no one was immune from it as the Broncos' passing attack was 
struggling at that time. Was it a lack of focus by Thomas, who had signed a five-year, $70 million dollar 
contract in the offseason? Thomas, who didn't have an answer, accepted the blame and vowed to do 
better. 
 
Then came the bye week, followed by the matchup with Green Bay. Thomas had his best game of the 
season, with 168 yards receiving. And, perhaps more importantly, no drops. 
 
"What was the key? I don't think (there) was a key. It was just going out, making plays and making sure I 
catch every ball I had a chance to make," Thomas said. 
 
It has become a little bit of a pattern for Thomas. He had a sluggish start filled with drops last season 
before exploding for 226 yards receiving and two touchdowns against Arizona. 
 
If history is to repeat itself, Thomas could be well on his way to a spectacular finish. A year ago, he 
averaged 113 yards receiving in his final 13 games after the bye week. 
 
The biggest positive to take from Thomas' performance against Green Bay was the chemistry he showed 
with quarterback Peyton Manning. Through much of the first half of the season, Manning and Thomas 
were out of sync on the deep ball, perhaps a product of the latter missing most of the offseason 
workouts in a contract dispute. Last Sunday night, though, Manning and Thomas were on the same 
wavelength. 
 
Manning's first three passes went Thomas' way. The result: an 18-yard reception, an incompletion and a 
defensive pass interference on a deep pass. On the first play of the second quarter, Thomas hauled in a 
47-yard reception along the left sideline on a rope delivered from Manning. It led to the Broncos' second 
touchdown — and a big smile from Thomas. 
 
At the half, Thomas had 101 yards. It was the first time he topped the century mark in a half this season. 
 
"He admitted he had a couple of missed opportunities against Cleveland, and so I know he was 
motivated going into that game," Manning said. "I thought he really played well." 
 
With his performance, Thomas tied the Broncos' all-time leading receiver, Rod Smith, for most 100-yard 
games (31) in franchise history. 



"We got D.T. going early," Broncos coach Gary Kubiak said. "He went through a couple of weeks where 
he wasn't feeling really good, so I think that he freshened up over the bye." 
 
When Thomas is at the peak of his game, the Broncos' offense is at its best. He and Emmanuel Sanders 
are one of four pairs of wide receivers in the NFL to each be over 500 yards receiving at the season's 
midway point. The Broncos' acquisition this week of tight end Vernon Davis should only mean more one-
on-one coverage for Thomas and Sanders. 
 
"It is pick your poison. We feed off each other," Sanders said of him and Thomas. "Now that we have 
(Davis) here, I'm eager to see what he can do and how it opens up the offense." 

  



Thomas chasing Johnson's mark but focused more on 
W-L record 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
September 23, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas still thinks he can break Calvin Johnson's single-season yardage record, slow start 
and all. 
 
He's just going to have to pick up the pace, that's all. 
 
Thomas is averaging 88 yards and will have to increase that figure by about 40 yards a game to have a 
shot at Johnson's record of 1,964 yards set in 2012. 
 
The record Thomas has his sights set on right now though is the 2-0 mark that Denver will take into 
Sunday night's showdown in Detroit against Johnson's Lions (0-2). 
 
"Right now, it's mainly trying to get better at what I do in this new offense," Thomas said Wednesday. 
"That's going out and doing whatever I have to do to help this team win. If that's making a play at the 
end of the game and that's my only play, that's what I have to do." 
 
That's what he did last week, when he caught three passes for 54 yards on Denver's final drive in a 
stunning 31-24 last-minute win at Kansas City. 
 
His last catch was a 15-yard grab from Peyton Manning on third-and-8 when he boxed out rookie 
cornerback Marcus Peters at the Chiefs 24. That set up Emmanuel Sanders' game-tying touchdown. 
 
"When I watched the film, I said that's why they're paying him $70 million," teammate C.J. Anderson 
said. 
 
On the day he signed his five-year, $70 million deal last summer, Thomas said he had studied Kubiak's 
offenses in Houston and Baltimore during his protracted contract stalemate and realized there were 
plenty of big plays to be made. 
 
Thus, the prediction that he'd break Megatron's record. 
 
Johnson, now in his ninth season, said he doesn't compare his numbers to other receivers around the 
league anymore. 
 
"I used to get caught up in that a lot when I was a little younger," he said. "Now I've just realized I base it 
off of whatever I can do to help this team get W's on that side of the column. That's the big thing for me 
nowadays." 
 
Johnson has 12 catches for 122 yards, a touchdown and no wins. 
 
Thomas has 15 catches for 176 yards, no touchdowns and two wins. 
 
Yet, there's plenty of angst in Detroit and Denver. 



 
"I'm sure on the outside the world's falling down for a team that's 0-2," Manning said. "I mean, it seems 
like it's falling down here and we're 2-0." 
 
The Broncos rank last in the league in offense and Manning's QB rating of 74.2 is near the bottom of the 
NFL and pales in comparison to his 97.5 career mark. 
 
The Broncos are still trying to find the right mix on offense between Kubiak's philosophies and 
Manning's skills. GM John Elway told the team's website Wednesday that the key to taking some 
pressure off the 39-year-old QB was finding better balance in the run game and hitting some big plays 
downfield. 
 
That's where Thomas comes in. 
 
He caught seven passes for 60 yards in the opener and had five for 62 yards against Kansas City before 
coming up big in the two-minute drill against the Chiefs. 
 
"You'd like to find some bigger ones along the way," Kubiak said. "But there couldn't have been any 
bigger ones at that stage of the game." 
 
Thomas and Johnson figure to be the featured attractions Sunday night at Ford Field. The two big 
receivers (Johnson is 6-foot-5 and 237 pounds and Thomas 6-4 and 229) have redefined what it means 
to get open in the NFL. 
 
"Yeah, I would say so. I know Demaryius was probably not open on that third-and-8 the other night in 
that two-minute drill," Manning said. "That guy had pretty good coverage on him and I would think that 
corner probably got a plus on his grade sheet for covering everything right." 
 
Notes: CB Aqib Talib was sent home sick Wednesday, but is expected back at practice Thursday. "They 
realized he was sick fast. He didn't really get around anybody," CB Chris Harris Jr. said. 
  



Demaryius Thomas turns final drive into 'recess' in 
return to spotlight 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
September 20, 2015 
 
All the elements fell into place for a loss. The Broncos trailed 24-17 at Kansas City on Thursday with 2:27 
remaining. The sellout crowd, whipped into a frenzy, screamed with fury reserved for a playoff game. 
Denver had failed to score a touchdown in the second half. 
 
Admirable effort and wrong result appeared to be the inevitable conclusion. Then into the season's 
biggest drive stepped Demaryius Thomas. The Broncos gave the wide receiver a $70 million contract for 
moments such as this. 
 
"I knew the whole game there were some plays out there I could have made, and that we could have 
made as an offense," Thomas said. "I just told myself before we went on the field to focus, to make it 
happen. I told Peyton (Manning) if he gave me some chances, I was going to make plays." 
 
Manning can stretch minutes into hours if his offensive line gives him seconds to pass. He has 26 game-
winning drives since 2006. So he's more than prepared to tie a game, but he needed Thomas to shake 
loose. 
 
The Chiefs provided temptation, staying in man coverage with safety help on Thomas. The first play of 
the Broncos' final drive changed everything. Thomas turned Arrowhead Stadium into his own 
playground. 
 
He caught a 22-yard pass, leaving Manning to say later in a nearly empty locker room, "We had 
something going. We finally had some momentum." Thomas agreed, after having burned cornerback 
Jamell Fleming on an inside cut, the first of two plays at Fleming's expense. 
 
"I knew after that first play we were going to score," Thomas said. "You start off with a big chunk, it's 
trouble." 
 
Before the last possession, Thomas wallowed in pedestrian numbers. He had been targeted 11 times but 
had just five catches for 62 yards. Emmanuel Sanders provided the jolts with Denver trailing 14-0. 
Thomas disappeared into the background, a disturbing pattern in wake of his 60 yards receiving in the 
season opener. Thomas hinted of a slow start without saying as much during the summer. Because he 
missed offseason workouts, he needed time to learn the offense and get into football shape. 
 
But when it mattered most, he played his best. It was not a coincidence that it came in the two-minute 
offense, which uses last year's concepts. Manning targeted Thomas three times as the Broncos cruised 
down the field. He caught every one for a total of 54 yards, showcasing the skills that have helped him 
compile 26 100-yard games since 2012. 
 
"D.T. made a couple of awesome catches over the back shoulder and some jump balls," Manning said. 
"He and I felt like we were playing at recess on some of those throws, just giving him a chance." 
 



While it seems Thomas' role has changed, the statistics don't reflect it. Manning has targeted him 25 
times in Denver's 2-0 start. The problem is that he has only 15 catches, a figure tied to multiple factors, 
including a lack of protection for Manning that has disrupted timing. After two games last season, 
Thomas had nine receptions for 110 yards, undermined by drops. 
 
This season, Thomas has shown good hands. With a battery of Kansas City defensive backs in his wake, 
he showed he can still be the man. 
 
"It was a huge Thursday night," Thomas said. "We didn't want to be thinking about this all weekend, 
then have to travel again (to Detroit). We wanted to go out with a bang. Peyton gave me some chances, 
and E (Sanders) finished it off (with the game-tying touchdown). It was basically a gut check." 
  



Denver Broncos' duo leads our rankings of NFL wide 
receivers as season begins 
By Lorenzo Reyes 
USA Today 
September 12, 2015 
 
Had Packers receiver Jordy Nelson not suffered a torn anterior cruciate ligament this preseason, he and 
teammate Randall Cobb would top the list of the league's top receiving tandems. With that said, here's a 
look at the five best wide receiver duos in the NFL entering the 2015 season. 
 
1. Broncos 
 
Demaryius Thomas (111 catches, 1,619 yards, 11 TDs in 16 games) and Emmanuel Sanders (101 catches, 
1,404 yards, nine TDs in 16 games) 
 
Sure, it helps to play with Peyton Manning, but both Thomas and Sanders have shown they have the 
tools needed to be considered one of the elite groups in the NFL. Thomas is explosive and sure-handed. 
Sanders is a crisp route runner, crafty and speedy. The result was the only tandem in the NFL in 2014 
with two players to each catch at least 100 passes. Their 3,023 combined passing yards led the NFL and 
was 217 yards more than the next closest pair. 
 
2. Lions 
 
Calvin Johnson (71 catches, 1,077 yards, eight TDs in 13 games) and Golden Tate (99 catches, 1,331 
yards, four TDs in 16 games) 
 
Johnson and Tate are truly different talents who make up a lethal combination. Johnson, entering his 
ninth season in the NFL is still the prototype at the position with his 6-foot-5, 236-pound frame built 
with speed and power. Tate blossomed last season when Johnson was forced out with ankle and elbow 
injuries and is a relentless target always fighting for position. 
 
3. Falcons 
 
Julio Jones (104 catches, 1,593 yards, six TDs in 15 games) and Roddy White (80 catches, 921 yards, 7 
TDs in 14 games) 
 
Arguably no other receiver in the NFL makes big plays look so effortless. Jones is just a natural at the 
position and he seems to be getting better. This duo would be higher if White was a few years younger. 
But make no mistake, even though he's 33 years old and entering his 11th season in the league, White is 
still an above-average wideout who has big plays left in him. 
 
4. Giants 
 
Odell Beckham Jr. (91 catches, 1,305 yards, 12 TDs in 12 games) and Victor Cruz (23 catches, 337 yards, 
one TD in six games) 
 
After a monster rookie season, it became clear that Beckham is one of the few players in the NFL that is 
capable of ripping off a touchdown on any given play. Expectations are now through the roof, and if he 



can avoid nagging hamstring injuries, he should continue his ascent. For Cruz, meanwhile, it's all about 
seeking his old form after a torn patellar tendon sidelined him for most of last season. If both can stay 
on the field, fourth may be too low for this pair by season's end. 
 
5. Cowboys 
 
Dez Bryant (88 catches, 1,320 yards, 16 TDs in 16 games) and Terrance Williams (37 catches, 621 yards, 
eight TDs in 16 games) 
 
Bryant is arguably the best wideout in the league and without question one of the most competitive. 
This duo is featured on this list, based on the potential Williams has. He's entering his third season in the 
league and has the size (6-foot-2, 208 pounds) and speed to build on a solid 2014. If Williams can take 
the next step in 2015, Dallas' duo could compete for the top spot on this list by next season. 

  



Rod Smith loves Demaryius Thomas' game, but still 
wants to see more 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
August 11, 2015 
 
Denver Broncos Ring of Fame member, and sometimes resident mentor, motivator and pass-catching 
historian, Rod Smith was a visitor at the team's practice Tuesday. 
 
Smith, who is the franchise's all-time leader in receptions (849), receiving yards (11,389) and receiving 
touchdowns (68), spent some time following practice with the guy who is the Broncos' current 
unquestioned alpha receiver in Demaryius Thomas. 
 
Just before training camp opened Thomas signed a five-year, $70 million contract with the Broncos. 
General manager John Elway said that Thomas "is coming into his prime." 
 
And that was Smith's message to Thomas. Even with three consecutive seasons with at least 92 catches, 
1,430 yards and 10 touchdowns, Thomas' game, and place in the Broncos' locker room is still 
blossoming. Thomas was voted a team captain for the first time in 2014 and went to set a franchise 
record with 1,619 yards receiving. 
 
"[But] they didn't just buy his talent, they bought his leadership abilities because he's the on-field coach 
for his group and he has to make those guys better by his example," Smith said. " ... That's part of his 
role as a leader of this football team." 
 
Thomas, who skipped the team's offseason program as the long-term deal was being completed, is 
closing in on full participation after being eased into the early training camp practices. Tuesday, Thomas 
was as close to a full participant in a practice as he's been since late in the 2014 regular season. 
 
Smith lives in the Denver area and has been a regular visitor during Thomas' career with the team -- 
Thomas was one of two Broncos' first-round picks in the 2010 draft. 
 
Thomas has said he wants to help lead the Broncos to a Super Bowl and break the league's single-season 
record for receiving yards. Last season, despite topping 1,600 yards he struggled some to open the 
season with the Broncos using him in the slot at times. He had just 48, 62 and 31 yards receiving in the 
team's first three games. 
 
He also finished with 11 yards Dec. 7 against the Buffalo Bills, after having his ankle stepped on in 
practice that week. Thomas has said if he had even "just decent games there,'' he would have 
threatened the record this past season. Calvin Johnson set the single-season record in 2012 with 1,964 
yards. 
 
Smith said Tuesday that while Thomas can certainly chase records in the game, his job is a little bigger 
than that as well. Something Thomas says he understands. 
 



"[Smith has] been giving me wisdom since I got in Denver," Thomas said. "Basically, just being a leader, 
being a better leader. They didn't keep me here just because I'm a good ball player, but being a leader, 
telling the young guys what they need to do to be better and to help this team out. It means a lot. I still 
remember Day 1 when I was out here with Rod on the field and I told him, 'A lot of people don't think 
that I can run routes.' He helped me out ... Every time I see him, I have to ask him one question to help 
my game out. It's very important because now the younger guys are doing the same thing that I did 
when I was younger." 
  



Thomas longs for reunion with his mother 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
August 1, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas is still waiting to see his mother out from behind bars for the first time since the 
police came busting into his house one morning when he was 11. 
 
Katina Smith and her mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, were arrested on drug trafficking charges. The 
police allowed Smith to walk her kids to the school bus stop before being taken into custody. 
 
Last month, President Barack Obama cut short Smith's sentence at the Federal Correctional Institution in 
Tallahassee, Florida, part of his push to reduce the prison population of non-violent offenders. 
 
Smith called Thomas on Thursday to tell him she was back in Georgia. 
 
"She's at a halfway house," Thomas said. "That's a good start." 
 
Thomas has spoken about having his mother live near him, and with a new five-year, $70 million 
contract in hand, he'll be able to get her a nice home one day. 
 
What he longs for right now is a reunion with his mom upon her release from the halfway house, one 
that will likely involve the first airplane flight of Smith's life. 
 
"It's going to be a little different. I've actually been thinking about it, but I ain't going to overthink it. I'm 
just going to let it go with the flow and roll with it," Thomas said. 
 
Smith has never had the luxuries of modernity that Thomas takes for granted, like an iPhone or an iPad. 
 
"My cousin hit me up the other day and she was like, my mom asked her to go get a Walkman," Thomas 
said. "I'm like, 'A Walkman? We don't use Walkmans no more.'" 
 
She's got some adjustments to make. 
 
"She'll catch on quick," Thomas said. 
 
That's what Thomas is trying to do with Denver's new offense after skipping the Broncos' offseason 
program in a contract stalemate. 
 
He and Peyton Manning are trying to rediscover their rhythm while adjusting to coach Gary Kubiak's 
new offense that relies more on the run. 
 
Despite Denver dialing down the passing game, Thomas is on record saying he's out to break Calvin 
Johnson's single-season receiving record of 1,974 yards set in 2012. 
 
"Everybody's going to be trying to stop the run game," Thomas said, "and there's going to be lots of 
plays to be made deep."



Demaryius Thomas caps memorable week with youth 
camp in Denver 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
DenverPost.com 
July 20, 2015 
 
Don't tell Peyton Manning, but Demaryius Thomas found a new quarterback for the weekend. More 
than 400 quarterbacks, actually. 
 
The Broncos receiver held his two-day Football ProCamp this past weekend at Denver's Mullen High 
School, where he led kids in grades 1-8 through drills and games to hone their skills. 
 
Throughout the camp, Thomas ran routes and fielded passes from nearly every player. Sometimes he 
defended, sometimes he received. Sometimes he raced the campers. A couple of times he got beat. One 
of the younger campers even dropped him with a shimmy and cross route, drawing a loud roar of 
"oohs." And a handful of players began to feel so comfortable around Thomas that they called him by 
his nickname, Bae Bae. 
 
It was the continuation of an already memorable week for Thomas, one that started Monday, when 
President Barack Obama commuted the prison sentence of his mother, Katina Stuckey Smith. It got even 
better Wednesday, when he signed a five-year, $70 million deal with the Broncos. And it was capped 
when one of his campers, a girl named Stephanie, presented him with a gift. 
 
"She said I was her favorite player," he said. "She made a card. She drew me and had some nice words. 
It was like three pages. It was nice." 
 
It was a reminder of the positive impact he can have. Thomas never attended camps like his when was 
young, one reason he feels it's important to provide the opportunity to local youth players. 
 
"I think it's important to give back," he said. "I try to just lead them in the right direction — talk to them, 
have fun with them. Never know, it might change their whole life." 
 
Thomas' life changed drastically with the news of his mother's early release. His biggest fan will finally 
be in the stands when he plays this season, a moment he has waited 15 years to see. And one that adds 
a little more pressure to put on a show. 
 
"I'm not going to say I'll play different, but I'll feel different, knowing she's in the stands," he said. "I had 
enough pressure when she was in prison and watched on the TV. So I know I'll get more now." 
 
The expectations also were raised when he signed his new contract, the third-most lucrative deal among 
NFL receivers, with $43.5 million guaranteed. Thomas has called it a blessing. Manning would probably 
call it a relief. The quarterback missed having No. 88 on the field with him. 
 
"I think he did," Thomas said with a smile. "I missed him, too." 
  



Demaryius Thomas' camp offers more than football, 
and Larry Fitzgerald makes a surprise appearance 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
July 19, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas capped his stunning week by hosting his two-day youth camp, and he had one heck 
of a surprise left up his sleeve for the 400 children who joined him at Mullen High School. 
 
While Thomas caught passes, threw long balls, and ran a blocking drill with campers, eight-time Pro 
Bowl Arizona Cardinals receiver Larry Fitzgerald snuck into the back of the crowd, somehow going 
unnoticed in an electric neon yellow shirt. 
 
"He’s always been very good to me, coming to my event every year," Fitzgerald said of how this came 
together, "I wanted to come out here and support him with his. He’s a great ambassador and I’m really 
happy for him and happy to see him have the success and it all pay off for him this week, too." 
 
After a week in which Thomas' mother had her prison sentence commuted by President Obama and 
Thomas signed a five-year contract, he was able to relax and have fun with some of his biggest fans, 
including one fan who said he has been a fan of Thomas since he was zero years old. 
 
A camp like this has special meaning to Thomas because not only does it offer him the chance to impact 
the lives of young children who look up to him, but because he wasn't able to get an experience like this 
when he was boy. Plus, it's just a ton of fun for him. 
 
"It means a lot," Thomas said. "I think when you come out here and have fun, they meet people they’ve 
never met before. Not necessarily me, but they’ve got coaches they can talk to and have fun with. It’s 
amazing. I like to come out and have fun, burn a couple calories. I think it’s my favorite thing to do—
besides playing football, of course—but just to come out and interact and just have fun." 
 
It also meant a lot for him to have a dear friend in Fitzgerald to make the trip to Denver to support him 
and the kids. 
 
"If you get to know Demaryius, he’s very quiet but getting to know him over the years, he’s been an 
unbelievable friend: supportive, always involved in the community aspect," Fitzgerald said. "Every time I 
ask him to help me with something, he’s always been there for me and I’m just so happy for him. He’s 
worked his entire career to get to this position, to put his team in the playoffs, to finally be rewarded 
and I couldn’t be happier for him." 
 
Though the campers enjoyed getting the one-on-one instruction in drills with their team coaches, it's 
hard to imagine that getting in some plays with Thomas or Fitzgerald during 7-on-7 games wasn't the 
main highlight, even if Thomas might have intercepted a pass or two. But it's not all about football at 
Thomas' camp. 
 
"I think the main thing is hard work will pay off and I like to say to a lot of kids, ‘Be respectful,'" Thomas 
said. "'Listen to your parents. Listen to your coaches. They’re not going to lead you the wrong way. 



You’re young; you’ve got a lot of living to do. And like I said, hard work gets A’s. Ain’t nothing wrong 
with B’s, because I had a couple, but A’s and B’s will take you a long way. If you don’t want to play 
football, you want to do something else with your career, I think the main thing is just being respectful, 
stay humble and just live and learn.'" 
 

  



Demaryius Thomas eyes big goals in yards, bigger role in 
leadership 
By Troy E. Renck 
DenverPost.com 
July 17, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas appears at peace now. He walks down the hallway toward the Broncos locker room. 
He checks to make sure he isn't forgetting anything. 
 
"I got my keys, I got my phone," Thomas said. "I think I have everything." 
 
This week left Thomas satisfied, exuberant and motivated in a way that he never could have imagined 
when he was 13 dreaming of playing in the NBA. Monday, President Barack Obama commuted the 
sentence of Thomas' mother, Katina Stuckey Smith. Wednesday, Thomas signed a five-year, $70 million 
contract with $43.5 million in guaranteed money. Friday, he revealed a breathtaking goal. 
 
"I want to lead the league in yards, touchdowns, basically about everything a receiver can do," Thomas 
said. "I kind of want to break the NFL record in yards. There's big plays to be made (in this offense)." 
 
Detroit's Calvin Johnson owns the single-season mark with 1,964 yards set in 2012. Thomas ranks 15th 
all-time with 1,619 yards last season. 
 
"I know (it's roughly 2,000 yards)," Thomas said. "If the first few games weren't bad this past year I 
would have gotten it." 
 
Standing alone at the podium, dressed in a navy blue suit with a Broncos pin on his lapel, Thomas talked 
softly about the greatest week of his life. His mom should be in a halfway house soon, and possibly 
released to see him play for the first time in November. His right ankle, stepped on during practice on 
Dec. 2, has healed, allowing him to drop from 229 to 222 pounds through several months of jump 
training known as plyometrics. His contract is official, and it never worried him despite the anxiety 
shared by the Broncos and his agent. 
 
Most salient moving forward, Thomas said he likely would have attended training camp and said, "I 
definitely wasn't going to sit out games. I was still going to play." 
 
The gravitational pull of football remains strong in Thomas. When a team makes a player the second-
highest paid in franchise history, character matters. 
 
"That's definitely part of the decision-making," general manager John Elway said. 
 
The Broncos know Thomas can produce in any offense with any quarterback — he has starred with Kyle 
Orton, Tim Tebow and Peyton Manning — but the expectations extend beyond the field. His statistics — 
he has averaged 99 catches, 1,494 yards and 12 touchdowns since becoming a starter in 2012 — provide 
a soundtrack for his success, but his voice can provide guidance. 
 



As the longest-tenured Bronco with left tackle Ryan Clady sidelined by injury, Thomas welcomes a larger 
leadership role after serving as a co-captain last season. He said he should have been more assertive last 
season when he heard teammates grousing about playing in the cold weather in New England if the 
Broncos had beaten the Indianapolis Colts in the playoffs. 
 
"I knew it was not a good situation," Thomas said. "I have heard from guys like (former Broncos) Brian 
Dawkins, Shannon Sharpe, Champ (Bailey) saying I need to step up. When I hear it from those guys, it 
means something. I know I need to step up and have the guys listen to me." 
 
The Broncos view Thomas as part of the core as the team transitions over the next few seasons. Beyond 
Rod Smith, one of his early mentors, Thomas ranks as arguably the most prolific receiver in team history. 
He owns Broncos' records for receiving yards in a regular-season game, a playoff game and a season. 
 
Nearly two hours after his news conference, Thomas walked out Friday with his keys and phone, but 
missing a ring. 
 
An ideal team finish starts with him. 
 
"I watched some games I played, and there were some where I took a play or two off and missed a 
couple of blocks. If I have to take a play off, I should get out. Not having drops and not taking plays off, if 
I do that it will make everyone around me better," Thomas said. "So far we haven't gotten the Super 
Bowl. We still have work to do. I look forward to getting that before I am done." 
  



Demaryius Thomas' pursuit of 2K will benefit team 
more than him 
By Troy E. Renck 
DenverPost.com 
July 17, 2015 
 
Humility suffered a setback Friday. Demaryius Thomas stood before the press and admitted he wanted 
to break the NFL's single-season receiving yards record. 
 
2K. That's roughly what it would take to supplant Detroit's Calvin Johnson, who holds the mark with 
1,964 yards in 2012. 
 
Why2K? Why does it matter? Thomas seeks greatness, wants to be measured among the all-time best. 
What appears as self-serving serves the exact opposite goal. His relentless desire for excellence makes 
his team better. Sift through his words, and clarity emerges. Of course, he wants to reach new heights. 
No superstar signs a monstrous contract and declares mediocrity as his obsession. In admitting his goal 
publicly, Thomas turned the mirror back on himself, a move that will ultimately benefit the Broncos. 
 
"I watched some games that I played, and there were some where I took a play or two off and missed a 
couple of blocks," Thomas said. "I think that if I do those little things, it will make everybody around me 
better and make me a better player. That's my main focus right now." 
 
Fear ripples through secondaries with those words. Or should. Thomas turns into a running back after 
the catch, races past and through undersized defenders. With a new contract and a louder voice in 
leadership, he brings more confidence into confrontation this season. 
 
It takes little imagination to believe Thomas will be better. But will he produce bigger numbers? Thomas' 
assertion — the mental edge needed from stars — got me to thinking. What is realistic for Thomas in a 
Gary Kubiak offense? 
 
First, Thomas has to grow comfortable with the route tree, the adjusted audible language. He will be 
playing catch-up after missing offseason workouts, though summer practices with Baltimore Ravens 
receiver Marlon Brown should accelerate his learning curve. 
 
Thomas has shown he can thrive in any offense with any quarterback. And Kubiak, with a trait learned 
from Mike Shanahan, excels at creating mismatches. Examining history, it appears unlikely Thomas will 
reach 2,000 yards. But it doesn't mean he won't have a similar or greater impact. 
 
In Kubiak's 20 seasons as an offensive coordinator or head coach, seven receivers have led the team in 
receptions and six in receiving yards. Houston's Andre Johnson established bests in both categories with 
115 receptions in 2008 and 1,598 yards in 2012. 
 
The average season for Kubiak's leading receiver over two decades: 87 catches, 1,186 yards. Shorten it 
to the last nine years — eight as the boss in Houston and last season as Baltimore's offensive 
coordinator — it looks like this: 92 catches, 1,233 yards. 
 



Thomas will get his numbers. Even if they don't break records. 
 
He has a good problem: someone to share the spotlight. Emmanuel Sanders experienced a starbust 
season last year. He and Thomas combined for the most receiving yards (3,023) and tied for the most 
receptions (212) by an offensive tandem in 2014. 
 
The only reason Thomas won't break Johnson's mark is because Sanders also will be open. It provides 
Kubiak his best one-two receiver punch since Ed McCaffrey (101 catches) and Rod Smith (100). 
 
Put Thomas through the shredder, computing Kubiak's scheme with Thomas and Johnson's best 
seasons, and I predict Thomas' 2015 season: 105 catches, 1,537 yards and 11 touchdowns. It would 
match him with Marvin Harrison as the only receiver in NFL history with four consecutive seasons of at 
least 1,400 yards and 10 scores. 
 
2K is an admirable goal. If his production results in a third Super Bowl, it will have longer staying power, 
reflecting his importance to the team and a franchise's legacy. 
  



Demaryius Thomas' mother to soon begin transition to 
halfway house 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
DenverPost.com 
July 17, 2015 
 
Few, if any, can say they had a better week than Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas. 
 
Two days after learning his mother would be released early from federal prison, he signed a five-year, 
$70 million contract with the Broncos. 
 
He's a Bronco for the long term. And his mother, who has spent the past 15 years behind bars in 
Tallahassee, Fla., finally will be able to see him at work. 
 
"I kind of knew the whole time," Thomas said in a news conference at Broncos headquarters Friday. " I 
always wanted to finish a Bronco and retire a Bronco. I kind of knew we would get something done. 
Once it happened, it was like, 'I can have two things happen in one week,' and it's just amazing." 
 
Thomas' mother, Katina Stuckey Smith, 42, was one of 46 nonviolent drug offenders whose sentences 
were commuted by President Barack Obama on Monday. Originally imprisoned in 2000 for running a 
cocaine ring with Thomas' grandmother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, in Georgia, Smith was scheduled to be 
released June 25, 2017. 
 
Her new release date is Nov. 10, but in a couple of weeks, she will be transferred to a halfway house in 
Macon, Ga. 
 
Thomas said he had learned after the 2014 season that it was a possibility his mother could be let out as 
early as Nov. 1 under the new sentencing guidelines. The question was more "when" than "if." 
 
On Monday, he woke up to two missed phone calls from his mother. Ten minutes later, she called a 
third time. 
 
"I knew it was something because I've never seen her call me that early," he said. "She told me the 
news." 
 
According to a report by the U.S. Sentencing Commission, through May 28, 2015, 12,093 offenders had 
applied to be released early under the new retroactive guidelines. Of those, 9,552, or 79 percent, of 
such motions were granted. And before Monday's announcement, Obama had commuted the sentences 
of 43 other nonviolent drug offenders during his presidency. 
 
Smith fit the criteria to be among the next batch. And Thomas believed all along that he would soon get 
the call — or three. 
 
"I kind of did," he said. "For my mom to be one of the 46, it was a blessing." 
 



That both his future and his mother's future were secured in the span of three days was a dream come 
true, he said. 
 
The Broncos host the Chiefs on Nov. 15, five days after Smith's scheduled release from the halfway 
house. But the matchup is only penciled in on Thomas' and Smith's calendar for now. 
 
"She's probably nervous," he said. "She's never flown." 



With deal signed, Demaryius Thomas says he wants to 
'retire a Bronco' 

By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
July 17, 2015 
 
Saying he "wanted to finish a Bronco, retire a Bronco," Denver wide receiver Demaryius Thomas said 
Friday he's glad that negotiations worked out on a new long-term deal and that he looks forward to 
helping the team win the Super Bowl. 
 
Thomas, 27, who had been designated as the team's franchise player, signed a five-year, $70 million 
deal Wednesday that includes $43.5 million in guarantees. 
 
And though the negotiations came down to the final hours before the deadline for teams to agree with 
players with the franchise tag, Thomas said he never doubted an agreement would be made. 
 
"No, I didn't [worry a deal would not get done]," Thomas said. "I kind of knew for a little while I was 
going to be a Bronco. ... Kind of a week before they were going back and forth, I kind of knew." 
 
Thomas, a team captain this past season and one of the team's cornerstone players since he was a first-
round pick in the 2010 draft, is now the longest-tenured player with the team on the current roster. Left 
tackle Ryan Clady was a first-round pick in 2008, but he has already been moved to injured reserve after 
tearing an ACL in an offseason workout. 
 
Earlier in the week, Broncos executive vice president of football operations and general manager John 
Elway said: "[Thomas] has developed into one of the top wide receivers in the NFL, and making sure he 
remained a Denver Bronco was a significant priority for our team. Demaryius is a special talent and an 
elite player who has also become a team leader during his five NFL seasons." 
 
Thomas, a three-time Pro Bowl selection, also said Friday even if he had not agreed to a long-term deal 
that he would have played the 2015 season under the franchise player tender (one-year, $12.82 million) 
and that "I wasn't going to sit out any games." 
 
But the negotiations were never acrimonious, and the Broncos had made enough progress on the deal 
that they had already shipped Thomas a playbook and practice video to see the new offense under first-
year coordinator Gary Kubiak. Thomas was also regularly in touch with wide receivers coach Tyke 
Tolbert and quarterback Peyton Manning. 
 
Thomas said Friday he intended to play this season at about 222 pounds after playing at about 229 
pounds last season and has made setting an NFL single-season record for receiving yardage one of his 
goals for the season. Calvin Johnson holds the record, which he set in 2012 with 1,964 yards. 
 
Thomas finished with a franchise-record 1,619 yards this past season, despite having 48, 62 and 31 yards 
in the team's first three games in 2014. 
 



"I had three bad games last year or I would have hit it then, don't forget," Thomas said with a smile. 
 
It has been a huge week for Thomas both personally and professionally. Monday he received the news 
his mother, Katina Smith, was one of 46 nonviolent drug offenders to have her sentence commuted by 
President Barack Obama. 
 
Smith and Thomas' maternal grandmother, Minnie Pearl, were arrested in 1999 for narcotics trafficking. 
Both had been in prison since Thomas was 11 years old. Smith was scheduled to be released in 2017. 
 
Thomas said Friday his mother will now go to a halfway house in Macon, Georgia, in two weeks and is 
scheduled for a release from the halfway house, he hoped, by November. 
 
"I look forward for her coming to her first game," Thomas said. "It's [all] kind of breathtaking." 
 
Minnie Thomas received a life sentence for that crime and remains in prison. 
 
On the field, since starting the 2011 season, Thomas ranks second in the NFL with 28 100-yard-receiving 
games in the regular season and postseason. Last season he posted 10 100-yard games, including seven 
in consecutive weeks. His 226 yards in the Broncos' Oct. 5 win over the Arizona Cardinals is a single-
game franchise record. 
 
With Manning at quarterback, Thomas has had three consecutive seasons with at least 92 receptions, 
1,430 yards receiving and 10 touchdowns. He is only the third player in league history to have three 
consecutive seasons of at least 1,400 yards receiving and at least 10 touchdowns; Jerry Rice and Marvin 
Harrison are the others. 
 
The Broncos have now signed their past three players to carry the franchise player tag to long-term 
deals just before the deadline -- Clady and kicker Matt Prater were the others. Thomas' deal gives the 
Broncos the franchise player tag back, so it is available to use on linebacker Von Miller, whose contract 
is set to expire after the 2015 season. 
 
Thomas is scheduled to have a football camp in Denver on Saturday and Sunday. 
 
 
  



Credit aunt and uncle for raising Demaryius Thomas 
By Mike Klis 
9 News Sport 
July 17, 2015 
 
Amid the heart-warming revelation that President Barack Obama had pardoned Demaryius Thomas' 
mom, perhaps the point was missed. 
 
Yes, by all accounts, Katina Smith has more than served her time since she was busted 16 years ago for 
serving as the banker to her own mom's cocaine-selling operation. Demaryius Thomas was 11 years old 
when his mom and grandma Minnie Pearl were arrested in Georgia. 
 
Demaryius has said his mom and grandmother weren't druggies. They were poor. They couldn't pay 
bills. They became desperate. 
 
"When that happened … I still remembered the day," Demaryius Thomas said Friday in a private 
moment following his press conference to celebrate his five-year contract extension with the Denver 
Broncos. "I had a dream that something bad was going to happen. We sat out in the car and talked 
about it. And something really did happen." 
 
Since joining the Broncos as the first of their first-round draft picks in 2010 (Tim Tebow was the other), 
Thomas has spent a fair chunk of money on attorneys to help free his mom and grandmother. Mom was 
set to be released from a Tallahassee, Fla., prison to a halfway house in 2016. Obama moved it up by a 
year. 
 
Thomas said his mom will go to a halfway house in Macon, Ga., in two weeks with hopes she will 
released for good in November, possibly sooner. He will also continue to work on freeing his 
grandmother. 
 
News of her mother's pardon brought Thomas all the expected emotions of joy and appreciation. But 
with all due respect to Katina Smith, it's not just her release that should be celebrated but also her son's 
character. 
 
Not necessarily Thomas' contract, although $70 million had the star receiver perpetually flashing his 
charming smile Friday. Even before Thomas got paid, though, he smiled often. He never talks much, but 
when he does it's never with a hint of bitterness or anger. 
 
He may be shy, but he is also friendly. No NFL player is more engaged with kids than Thomas is when he 
works his football camp. A new outh camp will run Saturday and Sunday at Mullen High School. 
 
How did a kid raised by a mom and grandmother who went the wrong way wind up staying away from 
trouble and becoming so successful? 
 
"After it happened, I moved in with another aunt that was dealing with drugs," Thomas said. "I didn't 
want to be around that situation again because I saw what happened to my mom and granny. I tried to 
put myself in a better situation. I had people talk to me and I moved in with my daddy's older sister." 
 



As Katina Smith is about to be released from prison, it's Shirley Brown and her husband James who need 
to be applauded. They are the aunt and uncle who raised Thomas from 11 on through his college years 
at Georgia Tech. 
 
"I had to go to church," Thomas said. "I had curfew. They kept me straight. I had the alarm clock set 7 
o'clock every morning. Twelve o'clock, pick peas and cut grass. I was an usher in a church. 
 
"If I wanted to go stay at somebody's house I had to ask. Sometimes the answer was yes, sometimes it 
was no. And I hung around good guys." 
 
Thomas was lucky, too. There are millions of kids who had terrific upbringings who can't play football 
like he can. Thomas is unquestionably the best catch-and-run receiver in the NFL. He has averaged 99 
catches the past three seasons with the Broncos. 
 
And before those three seasons with quarterback Peyton Manning, Thomas turned a Tebow pass into an 
80-yard touchdown catch-and-run on the first play of overtime in a first-round playoff upset victory 
against Pittsburgh. 
 
While raising their nephew, Aunt Shirley and Uncle James encouraged their nephew to play football. 
 
"I think another reason I played football was I didn't want to get in trouble with somebody who was 
hanging around doing the wrong thing," he said. "It all worked out good." 
  



Demaryius Thomas never doubted return to Broncos 
By Mike Klis 
9 News Sport 
July 17, 2015 
 
A year's worth of drama. All that tension, worry and doubt as to whether Demaryius Thomas would 
leave the Denver Broncos. 
 
It was all a waste of energy, not to mention dot.com space. 
 
"I kind of knew the whole time," Thomas said during his press conference Friday in the Broncos 
headquarters auditorium when formally announcing his new contract extension. "I kind of knew we 
would get something done." 
 
Thomas stayed quiet and left contract negotiations to his agent, Todd France, who sent the message 
Tuesday night – hours before the 2 p.m. Wednesday deadline – that a deal was unlikely. 
 
"Of course, that's Todd," Thomas said, smiling. "He's going to say that." 
 
Thomas had known since June 1 the Broncos had offered him a seven-year, $100-million contract. An 
offer like that, Thomas knew one way or the other, he wasn't going anywhere. On deadline Wednesday, 
the two sides trimmed the final two years, at a non-guaranteed $15 million each, and settled on a five-
year, $70-million deal. 
 
Thomas will get a whopping $22 million this year – 32 percent more than the Broncos' next-highest paid 
player, quarterback Peyton Manning. Still, it couldn't have been easy for Thomas to turn down the 
chance to become the Broncos' first $100-million man. 
 
"I know. I know," Thomas said, shaking his head at the thought following his press conference in an 
upstairs conference room. "It was hard to think about $100 million but seven years - you never what will 
happen the last couple years you're around. So it's better to take [fewer] years and hopefully, if you're 
still playing good, you get another [contract] to finish it off." 
 
At one point, France on Thomas' behalf was seeking a proposal that would have paid an average of 
$16.8 million a year -- more than Calvin Johnson's receiver record deal of $16.2 million. 
 
But in the end, Thomas compromised to a contract that averaged $14 million a year. 
 
Apparently, it was all about bargaining. If you want $5, you don't start off asking for $5. You begin with 
$10. 
 
"It wasn't about asking for more than Calvin because I knew I wasn't going to get that," Thomas, whose 
contract included $43.5 million in guarantees, including $35 million that was fully guaranteed in 2015 
and 2016. "It was trying to make a new slot for guys because the second receiver was Mike Wallace and 
Percy Harvin. I think I've outplayed them, so I tried to set a new mark. But nobody is going to get Calvin 
money." 
 



There is another significant number, though, that Thomas is not ready to concede to Johnson - his 
former Georgia Tech teammate. 
 
"I don't know about a numeric] goal but I want to lead the league in yards and touchdowns," Thomas 
said. "I kind of want to break the NFL record in yards." 
 
Say what? Johnson set the single-season receiving record in 2012 with 1,964 yards. Thomas dares to set 
such a lofty goal with this new head coach Gary Kubiak offense that places a higher priority on the 
running game? 
 
"Big plays to be made," Thomas said with a grin. 
 
Indeed, Andre Johnson had three, 1,500-yard receiving seasons with the Houston Texans under Kubiak's 
offense. Still, Johnson never had to share catches with the type of quality receiver Thomas has in 
Emmanuel Sanders. 
 
And breaking the yardage record pretty much means reaching 2,000. 
 
"Yeah, I know," Thomas said. "If the first few games weren't bad last year, I would have got it." 
 
Thomas did get off to a slow start last season, getting just 48, 62 and 31 yards in his first three games. 
Later, a right ankle injury limited him to 11 yards in a week 14 against Buffalo. 
 
He averaged 122.3 yards in his other 12 games, which projects to 1,956 yards over a full 16-game 
season. Still 8 yards shy of Johnson's record but if Thomas stays healthy and the record is there … 
 
Although Thomas missed the Broncos' offseason program because of his unsettled contract situation, he 
worked out in Atlanta, dropping from his usual 228 pound playing weight to 222 pounds. 
 
"I think I'm a little faster, but I'm trying to play at a smaller weight to see how it goes," he said. "The 
ankle feels good, tough." 
 
Most of that weight loss was in the legs. Thomas wore a tailored blue suit to his press conference Friday 
that was tight in the chest and shoulders but loose in the pants. 
 
"I'm going to have to take in my pants," he said. 
 
He better not take it in too much. He'll need room for a fatter wallet. 
  



Family, faith, fortune, football comes together for 
Thomas 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
July 17, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas hit the jackpot this week — 48 hours BEFORE signing his $70 million contract. 
 
The Denver Broncos star receiver awoke Monday morning to see he'd missed two calls from the Federal 
Correctional Institution in Tallahassee, Florida. 
 
He jumped out of bed. 
 
His heart and mind both raced. 
 
Suddenly, footballs and fortunes were no match for faith and family. 
 
Could this really be happening? 
 
"I knew it was something because I've never seen her call me that early," Thomas said Friday. 
 
His stared at his phone, awaiting another call. 
 
Ten minutes crept by before his phone buzzed again. 
 
"Hello, mama." 
 
Katina Smith, who's been jailed since 1999 after she and her mother were busted on drug trafficking 
charges in Georgia, had great news: President Barack Obama was commuting her sentence. 
 
Instead of getting out of prison in 2017, she'll be released to a halfway house in Macon, Georgia, by the 
end of this month. 
 
And sometime this season, she'll get to see her son play football for the first time in her life. 
 
"She'll probably be nervous," Thomas said. "She's never flown." 
 
She'll even get to wear one of her son's orange No. 88 jerseys. An authentic one this time — not like the 
ones she and her mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, who's serving a life sentence in the same minimum-
security prison in Florida, had to craft with strips of tape on their prison-issued garb as they gathered 
around the TV set to watch Broncos games. 
 
Smith was one of 46 non-violent drug offenders whose sentences were cut by the president this week. 
 
"It was a blessing," Thomas said. 
 



Thomas said he spoke again with his mother after signing his big deal that includes $43.5 million 
guaranteed and is the largest in franchise history and "she's still happy she's about to get out, she's not 
worried about the contract." 
 
Neither, it seems, is Thomas. 
 
Thomas said his mother's big news made his big payday secondary. After all, he said he was prepared to 
play this season on the $12.823 million franchise tag if the sides didn't reach a long-term deal by the 
deadline Wednesday. 
 
"I was like, whatever's going to happen, I'm still going to be playing here no matter what and if it had to 
go down to franchise, I would be in the same situation next year, trying to get the deal done," he said. 
 
Although Thomas skipped the Broncos' offseason program, he said he would have shown up for the 
start of training camp July 30 even without a long-term deal. He didn't want to miss any games or get off 
to a slow start like he did last year after missing the start of camp following the death of his fraternal 
grandmother. 
 
With financial security and his mother's pending freedom, Thomas can focus on adjusting to new coach 
Gary Kubiak's offense now. 
 
"I want to lead the league in yards and touchdowns, basically about everything a receiver can do," he 
said. "But yeah, I kind of want to break the NFL record in yards." 
 
That's Calvin Johnson's mark of 1,964 yards receiving set in 2012, something Thomas said is realistic 
even in Kubiak's run-oriented, two-tight end offense. 
 
"There are big plays to be made," he said, figuring anything is possible after a week like this. 
  



Broncos' Demaryius Thomas begins looking forward 
after special week 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
July 17, 2015 
 
This week has brought nothing but the happiest of phone calls for Denver Broncos wide receiver 
Demaryius Thomas. 
 
He woke up Monday to two missed calls from the Federal Correctional Institution in Tallahassee, where 
his mother has been an inmate since 2000. He was able to answer the third call, hearing Katina Stuckey 
Smith say she had been granted an early release by President Barack Obama. Smith's first and, yes, 
repeated call after receiving her letter from Obama was to her only son. 
 
Convicted on a conspiracy charge for her role in her own mother's cocaine distribution scheme, Smith 
will be released into a halfway house in Macon, Ga., within the next two weeks, Thomas said. She has 
never seen her son play a football game, at any level, in person. 
 
"It was joy. I was excited. I didn't know what to say. To be out in the next two weeks, it's been a long 
time coming," Thomas said at a press conference Friday. 
 
The next round of welcome news came Wednesday when Thomas' five-year, $70 million contract — a 
deal that guarantees him $35 million over the next two years — was completed. He followed up talks 
with his agent, Todd France, and Broncos officials with a Thursday evening call with his mother to cap 
what has been perhaps the best week of Thomas' life. 
 
To learn of his mother's early release — Smith's sentence was originally set to run until June 2017 — 
along with the financial security he'd sought was a tremendous relief for Thomas. He is hoping he will be 
able to visit his mother in Macon, which is near his hometown of Montrose, Ga., before reporting to 
training camp July 30. 
 
Thomas isn't sure when Smith will get to see him play for the first time, but now he can confidently say 
it will happen this season. 
 
"You'll be set in stone for a while, and mom can get out and finally see you play ball. That's real big," he 
said. 
 
Both pieces of news now allow Thomas to truly focus on football, and he certainly has big plans. 
 
Thomas, who skipped all of the Broncos' offseason workouts after being slapped with the franchise tag 
in March, said his goal for 2015 is to lead the NFL in receiving yards and, really, to break Calvin Johnson's 
single-season record. Told that figure is nearly 2,000 yards (1,964 to be exact), a number that might be 
harder to reach as the Broncos transition into a less pass-happy offense under new coach Gary Kubiak, 
Thomas just nodded. 
 
"Big plays to be made," he said. 



Thomas said that, unlike Dallas Cowboys receiver Dez Bryant, who also received his team's franchise tag, 
there was no chance he would have missed any regular-season games if he and the Broncos hadn't 
come to an agreement on a new deal. 
 
But the new arrangement was signed just minutes before Wednesday's 4 p.m. ET deadline, rendered 
any potential training camp holdout moot. 
 
Now, Thomas calls the events of the last week "breathtaking." 
 
"I never thought I'd be in this situation, coming from where I came from," Thomas said. 



The 72 hours that changed Demaryius Thomas' life for 
the better 

By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
July 18, 2015 
 
Facing a two-decade prison sentence, Demaryius Thomas' mother was battling depression. She was 
unable to experience the defining moments of parenthood: her son's first touchdown catch, his high 
school graduation and tearful goodbyes when he moved to college. All Katina Smith could do was speak 
with her children during occasional visits or on the phone; the extent of watching them grow up was 
limited to the changes she saw from one visit to the next. 
 
When Thomas was 11 years old, his mother was sentenced to 20 years in prison and his grandmother to 
life, because it was her 'third strike.' It displaced much of the family, and Thomas and Smith have been 
separated ever since. 
 
Money was the root of their family's biggest problem, so Thomas tried to comfort Smith by telling her 
he'd become a professional athlete in something. 
 
At the time, Thomas figured that something would be basketball. At 6-foot-3 he was a point guard with 
good size and ability, but a conversation with his high school football team's coach changed his mind 
and his life. 
 
"I still remember the day," Thomas began. "I was in the weight room working out and the football 
coaches saw me. They sat down with me one day after the season was over with basketball and they 
said 'We just want you to try out and come try the sport.' 
 
Initially, the 15-year-old Thomas didn't budge. 
 
"I was like 'Man, I'm not doing [any] football,'" he recalled thinking. "And they got me in the weight 
room the rest of the years I was there [at West Laurens High School] and I sat down with Coach [John] 
Kenny. 
 
"I sat down in his office and he said, 'There's a lot of guys in the NBA that’s your size, and a lot of them 
don’t make it. There's not a lot of guys in the NFL your size that can run like you do and catch like you 
do. So I'm going to let you think about it and we'll go from there.'" 
 
Though Thomas had a chance at being a good basketball player and continuing on to the collegiate and 
perhaps the pro level, the odds at him becoming a phenom at football and proceeding to the NFL were 
greater. 
 
"That was slim pickings," he concluded, "and I went with football." 
 
The rest is, quite literally, history. Thomas was a significant part of the Broncos' 2013 record-setting 
offense and then set multiple individual franchise records in 2014. 



 
He made good on his promise to his mother; in fact, he made more than just good. He made a defining 
path and career, turning difficult beginnings that few can fathom into something that people tune in to 
watch every autumn Sunday. 
 
What he has accomplished over his years as a Bronco is incredible, but it's always come with a bit of 
sadness because the one person he'd love to share all of it with has been limited to watching it from 
prison, where Smith has served her sentence for drug trafficking since 2000. 
 
But that will soon come to an earlier-than-expected end. Smith was one of 46 people whose sentences 
were commuted by President Barack Obama on Monday. Thomas said that within two weeks she will 
move into a halfway house before hopefully moving completely out by Nov. 10. 
 
Once the season ended, Thomas and his mother learned that such an outcome was a possibility, but the 
news on Monday came as a bit of a surprise when he woke up to two missed phone calls from Smith. 
He'd never gotten calls from her that early so he knew something important had happened. 
 
"The first person who told me was her," he said. "The first thing she said was she’ll be out in Nov. 10. 
She called me back a couple hours later. She’ll actually get out in two more weeks to go to a halfway 
house so that’s kind of good, to be back in Georgia. 
 
"It was joy. I was kind of excited. I didn't know what to say. I was excited. To be out in the next two 
weeks, it's been a long time coming," he added. 
 
That joyous news on Monday began a 72-hour span that will offer the three-time Pro Bowl receiver 
stability he hasn't had since he was a young boy. 
 
On Wednesday the Broncos and Thomas came together to complete a five-year deal that they had been 
working toward for much of the year to this point. If he plays out his contract, Thomas will have spent a 
decade with the Broncos, reaching closer to his goal of retiring as a Bronco. 
 
Normally such a decision would weigh heavily on a person, but in light of his mother being released from 
prison about five years earlier than expected, Thomas breathed easier with a grander perspective of his 
life and not just his career. 
 
"At that time, I was like, 'Whatever's happening, I'm still going to be playing here no matter what,' and if 
it had to go down to the franchise [tender], I'd be in the same situation as I was last year, trying to get 
the deal done," he said. 
 
Of being able to get such stability with his mother's commuted sentence and the long-term contract, he 
said: "That's big. You know you'll be set in stone for a while and mom's getting out to be able to see you 
play ball. That's real big." 
 
In the next two weeks, he hopes to visit his mother in Georgia before camp begins. Eventually, once 
Smith is able to leave the halfway house, Thomas will have her out to Denver for a game as soon as he 
can. Plus as a Bronco, he'll remain where he wants to be with the long-term contract. Thomas said the 
only thing left is for his grandmother, who is also serving a drug-trafficking sentence, to be released, too. 
 



But for now, almost everything seems to be falling back into place for Demaryius Thomas for the first 
time in a long time. 
  



Demaryius Thomas: “I wanted to finish a Bronco” 
By Allie Raymond 
DenverBroncos.com 
July 18, 2015 
 
While Broncos fans restlessly waited for wide receiver Demaryius Thomas to re-sign a long-term 
contract with Denver on Wednesday, Thomas was confident even as the deadline rapidly approached. 
 
He was confident that everything would fall into place with the team that drafted him in 2010 and 
helped mold him into the three-time Pro-Bowl receiver he is. Now, Thomas remains confident that he 
will stay a Bronco and retire in the orange and blue. 
 
“… I kind of knew the whole time,” Thomas said. “I always wanted to finish a Bronco and retire a Bronco. 
I kind of knew we would get something done. It was just [getting] the right thing.” 
 
Thomas’ five-year contract comes on the heels of a record-breaking year with the Broncos. In his fifth 
year in the NFL, Thomas set single-season and single-game franchise records in receiving yards in 2014 
with 1,619 and 226 yards, respectively. 
 
“They took a chance on me when I was coming out,” Thomas said. “The fans, they love me. Everybody 
around here loves me. The organization is the best. It’s the only one I’ve been in. It’s kind of 
breathtaking because I never thought I’d be in the situation I am now coming from where I came [from]. 
I look forward to it. I’m a happy man.” 
 
With the signing of his contract behind him, Thomas is looking forward to the Broncos training camp at 
the end of July. Thomas is now the longest-tenured Bronco on the roster after the loss of tackle Ryan 
Clady to a knee injury, meaning he has more opportunity to be a leader. 
 
Thomas was absent from the Broncos’ offseason training activities and it’s minicamp, but he says he’s 
kept in good contact with the team. During his time away, Thomas worked with a couple other NFL 
players who had played in a similar offensive scheme to newly appointed Head Coach Gary Kubiak and 
Offensive Coordinator Rick Dennison. 
 
Even with his time away, Thomas is planning on resuming his leadership role from the end of last 
season. 
 
“I think it’s picking up from where I left off, [and] of course coming back and running a new offense,” 
Thomas said.  “I still think as a player I can be better at things and work on things to get better. But the 
biggest part is being a bigger leader on the field and off the field. I think I can be bigger than I’ve been 
these past couple years.” 
 
Maybe the biggest sign of Thomas’ dedication to growing as a leader is the fact that he says even if 
things didn’t work out and the two parties missed the Wednesday deadline, he was determined to still 
play. 
 
“I wasn’t going to sit out games,” Thomas said. “I was going to still play. It’s just the fact of the kind of 
shape I would be in. But I was still going to play. I was going to play every 16 games.” 



 
It’s now exactly two weeks until the Broncos will return to the practice fields for day one of camp and 
Thomas already has one goal in mind that he’s working on: “I know I need to be a leader. 
 
“I’m a quiet guy and don’t say much, but like old guys like [former CB] Champ [Bailey] and [former S] 
Brian Dawkins were telling me, I need to step up—and [former TE] Shannon Sharpe telling me to step up 
and be a leader. When I hear that from those guys, it really means something. I need to step up and 
have the guys listen to me.” 
  



 

Demaryius Thomas agrees to 5-year, $70 million deal 
with Broncos 
By Troy E. Renck 
DenverPost.com 
July 15, 2015 
 

After 13 months of periodic discussions and four increases in their offer, the Broncos agreed Wednesday 
to a five-year, $70 million deal with star receiver Demaryius Thomas. 

Thomas will receive $35 million guaranteed over the first two seasons, including $22 million this season 
in signing bonus and salary. He landed a $43.5 million overall guarantee. It was quite a catch for the 
Broncos as the clock nearly expired on Wednesday's 2 p.m. deadline. 

"Well, we had our number set out. We tried to figure out what was correct value for us and Demaryius," 
general manager John Elway said. "It took awhile to get to that point. We wanted to get a deal done. 
They knew that. And 'DT' wanted to be in Denver. It was a matter of getting to those terms." 

Thomas' agreement came minutes after Dallas' Dez Bryant signed a five-year, $70 million deal. Bryant 
will receive $45 million guaranteed. It provided a framework for Thomas to compare as he mulled the 
Broncos' offer on Wednesday. 

"Anytime you have two special football players at the same position there's always caution that nobody 
jumps the gun," Elway said. "I actually think that's why it went as long as it did, especially from the 
agent's side." 

The Broncos' deal makes Thomas the third highest-paid receiver in NFL history in guaranteed money, 
ranking behind Calvin Johnson's ground-breaking deal in 2012 and Bryant. After sitting on the Broncos' 
offer of $40 million-plus guaranteed since June 1, Thomas' camp reached out Wednesday to negotiate. 

The Broncos showed a blend of discipline and elasticity in the process. They reached a deal that 
represents Denver's second most in guaranteed money behind Peyton Manning's $58 million as part of 
his $95 million free-agent contract. 

By reaching an accord, it paves the way for a seamless return for the Pro Bowl receiver, who was 
considering holding out from training camp and possibly regular-season games if he didn't receive a 
long-term contract. Though he has talked regularly with coach Gary Kubiak about the playbook, Thomas 
skipped offseason workouts, which means he will be playing catch up when training camp begins.  

"I am happy he got it done. I am ready to see him back in the building," said cornerback Chris Harris, 
who signed a five-year, $42.5 million contract extension in December. 



The Broncos sweetened the deal with upfront money of $35 million which easily exceeded the $28.2 
million Thomas would have made had he worked under the franchise tag the next two seasons. Had 
Thomas balked, he could have played only on the $12.82 million franchise tag this season, with 
negotiations on a new long-term contract shelved until March 2016. 

Thomas' deal creates more options for the Broncos going forward in building their roster. Star pass 
rusher Von Miller will be eligible for the franchise tag next season, and promising defensive tackle Malik 
Jackson is due to become a free agent. After rebounding last season, Miller could command a contract 
similar to Kansas City's Justin Houston. Kansas City made Houston the NFL's second-highest paid 
defensive player Wednesday, signing the Pro Bowler to a six-year, $101 million deal with $52.5 million in 
guarantees. 

"We have a three-year and a four-year plan so we can keep all our great players and fill in with free 
agents when we can," Elway said. "We will have a plan for Von. Demaryius was the first key part to 
keeping this team together. There's no question that he's one of the top receivers in the league." 

The Broncos made a commitment reflecting his value to an offense led by Manning, who his under 
contract for two more seasons. Thomas ranks second in NFL receiving yards since 2012, 50 shy Johnson. 
He led the league with 10 100-yard games last season. 

Locking up Thomas' long-term frees second-year receiver Cody Latimer to develop at a more gradual 
pace. Latimer caught two passes for 23 yards last season as he struggled to learn the offense. He has 
been impressive and more comfortable in Kubiak's scheme this offseason.  

Even as the Broncos look to run the ball more, Thomas and Emmanuel Sanders will form one of the 
game's best receiving duos. And no Broncos receiver has begun his career like Thomas. 

"It's very well-deserved on his part. We think he's coming into his prime," Elway said. "The expectations 
are going to be increased. But he has all the skills." 

  



Klee: Denver Broncos put $70 million of trust in 
Demaryius Thomas 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
July 15, 2015 
 

A few years ago the Broncos and Texans held a joint practice at Dove Valley. Rod Smith stood on the 
sideline, a fan, and caught the attention of Houston's best player, another wide receiver in the business 
of smashing club records. 

The subject of their conversation: Gary Kubiak, then the Texans head coach. 

"I told Andre Johnson: 'This is the best thing that can happen in your career, that guy right there.' He 
smiled," Smith recalled Tuesday. "I said, 'Just trust me on this.'" 

Now that the Broncos signed Demaryius Thomas to a five-year $70-million extension with $43.5 million 
in guaranteed cash, they trust their All-Pro wide receiver will continue the dizzying rate of production of 
his young career. 

"We think he's coming right into his prime," general manager John Elway said of the 27-year-old 
Thomas. The paperwork was signed and delivered with less than a half-hour remaining before the 
deadline Wednesday, offering further proof Elway still does his best work with the clock ticking down in 
regulation. 

And now Thomas is in the role of Johnson, a gifted wideout whose skillset and paycheck assures him of 
being a cornerstone of Kubiak's offense - no matter if Peyton Manning, Brock Osweiler or Uncle Rico is 
the quarterback at Mile High. 

Smith still holds most of the franchise receiving records that Thomas figures to obliterate. How does 
Smith expect Thomas will fit in Kubiak's scheme? 

"To me, it's going to be totally different for Demaryius. For coach Kubiak, you have to be a complete 
football player. You're not a receiver anymore. You're a football player," said Smith, whose first full 
season with the Broncos, 1995, also was Kubiak's first season as offensive coordinator in Denver. "Gary 
Kubiak is one of the main reasons Rod Smith had the career that he had. I honestly believe if Gary 
Kubiak wasn't there, Rod Smith's career wouldn't look the way it looks now." 

Thomas is a different kind of cat. His idea of a touchdown dance is tapping helmets with Manning and 
quickly finding a spot on the bench to admire the setting sky over Bucky the Bronco (while maybe 
catching a sneak peek of his highlight on the Jumbotron). DT does prima donna wide receiver like Dez 
Bryant does quiet time. 



While the Chiefs did the Broncos no favors by dishing out $101 million to linebacker Justin Houston, 
jacking up the price tag on Von Miller for this time next year, the Cowboys and Bryant hooked up 
Broncos and Thomas. 

After a standoff that seemed to last several months but really just needed a deadline, the Broncos and 
Thomas reached common ground shortly after Bryant signed with Dallas for $70 million - setting the bar 
for the contract that Thomas signed minutes later. 

"It really started (Wednesday) morning," Elway said, and it's smart to file that away when Vonnie 
Football and the Broncos are in the same situation next July. 

No one can identify with a wide receiver's role in a Kubiak-designed offense better than Smith, who 
helped the Broncos to a pair of Super Bowl titles in the 1990s. 

"If he's going to be wearing the orange and blue, I want him to be the best," Smith said. "With coach 
Kubiak, and the way Demaryius is driven and the way he works, he's got a chance to be the best." 

Shortly after a game against the Arizona Cardinals last October, there was a scene in the Mile High 
locker room that would make any Broncos fanatic long for the past and feel giddy over the future. Smith 
and Shannon Sharpe huddled around Thomas' locker to celebrate his breaking the team single-game 
record for receiving yards, 226. 

It had been Sharpe's record. He once had 214 yards. Smith once had 208. 

"Me and Shannon would give him a hard time, because some of the records he's breaking are ours. 
Now, we're happy he's doing it in a Broncos uniform and we're winning football games," Smith said. "But 
we kind of flash our Super Bowl rings and tell him, 'You've got to get some of these - then you can holler 
at us.' He laughed and said, 'I'm going to get one.' But that means he's got to be a part of that team." 

Isn't it possible Thomas' handiwork with Tim Tebow at quarterback convinced the Broncos as much his 
three seasons of 1,400 yards and 10-plus touchdowns with Manning? He isn't one of the receivers 
Manning turned into a gazillionaire. 

After months of unwarranted anxiety in Broncos Country, wondering whether those No. 88 jerseys 
would still be worth wearing on future Sundays, DT signed on for five more seasons (well, three for sure) 
of screen passes and non-touchdown dances. 

"We have high expectations," Elway said. 

So does the former Broncos wide receiver who expects Thomas to surpass his pass-catching records and 
played for the man who's now the head coach. 

"Here's the thing: Gary Kubiak's mind is so great, he knows how to get the ball to his playmakers. Guys 
like Demaryius, they're going to love him," Smith said. 



Why did Demaryius Thomas get this deal? He earned it 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
July 15, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas agreed to a contract that gives him financial and career security the likes of which 
few athletes ever know. 

And you know what? He deserved it. 

He deserved it because no receiver has been more productive over the last three seasons. Calvin 
Johnson, Dez Bryant, A.J. Green, Antonio Brown ... they're all elite, but none of them have at least 250 
receptions, 4,000 yards and 30-plus touchdowns in that span. And Thomas did that while persisting 
through some injuries and playing every possible time; just seven other receivers with at least 2,000 
yards in the last three seasons haven't missed a game. 

He deserved it because his ascent to the elite did not begin with Peyton Manning's 2012 arrival. 
Although the future Hall of Famer's passing helped propel Thomas to the first of three Pro Bowl 
selections, Thomas played at that level late in the 2011 season, when he found synergy with then-starter 
Tim Tebow. 

Tebow's completion percentage that year remains the worst for a quarterback with at least 250 passes 
since Cincinnati's Akili Smith in 2000. But Thomas, then unproven and injury-prone, brought out his best. 
In the last seven games of the 2011 season -- including the playoffs -- Thomas caught 35 passes for 745 
yards and four touchdowns. The Broncos would not have snapped their five-year postseason drought in 
2011 had Thomas not blossomed. 

Those games which prove most instructive for examining Thomas' future, which at some point will 
include a younger quarterback at the controls. Maybe that quarterback will be Brock Osweiler: maybe it 
will be someone else, as yet unknown. But when that day comes, that passer will find a crucial security 
blanket in Thomas, who can beat defenders with his athleticism, his ability to make catches in traffic and 
his straight-ahead speed. He draws double-teams, which creates open targets elsewhere. When the 
time comes, Thomas will be a young quarterback's best friend. 

And better yet, Thomas performs under pressure; in the post-merger era, only Arizona's Larry Fitzgerald 
has averaged more receiving yardage per postseason game (with a minimum of seven games) than 
Thomas' 99.9. His 80-yard dash to glory in the 2011 wild-card win over Pittsburgh remains one of the 
signature plays of Broncos history. 

Thomas earned his payday. Now, he must continue to justify it. That starts with resuming the chase for 
history -- for him and his team. 

The first task is winning Super Bowl 50. It receives a massive jolt with Thomas' return. Now Manning has 
his best shot at becoming the first starting quarterback to lead two different franchises to Super Bowl 



wins, and the Broncos have a better chance at joining the exclusive club of three teams with eight Super 
Bowl appearances and at least three Lombardi Trophies. 

If Thomas continues to flourish, he can carve out a place in Broncos history. He already ranks ninth in 
receiving yardage, and last year became the fastest Bronco to 5,000 receiving yards. 

With another 1,000-yard season -- his fourth in succession -- he would vault to fourth all-time, trailing 
only Rod Smith, Shannon Sharpe and Lionel Taylor. 

All of them are in the Ring of Fame. If Thomas continues on his current trajectory, he will someday join 
them. 

And that is another factor that has meaning: his place in team history. Thomas could have played out 
the year under the franchise tag, left in free agency, and had some big seasons with another team. 

But no other club would ever be his first team, nor might it be the one with which he would be most 
associated. By staying in Denver, Thomas opens the possibility of crafting a legendary career defined by 
his years spent with one team. 

Twenty years from now, his reward could be walking up to the south entrance of Sports Authority Field 
at Mile High, striding past his bust alongside the rest of the team's legends, and then jogging through 
the southeast tunnel as he did during his playing days, looking up and seeing his name on the facade of 
the upper deck. 

No matter what other honors he received for his career, in this city he would belong to the ages. 

That's worth more than any contract. That's a legacy. That's what could be in Thomas' future now that a 
difficult offseason is in the past. 

And given what he's accomplished already, there's little doubt that with good health, he can join those 
hallowed names. With his contract signed, he can focus on greater goals: leading his team to a world 
championship, and consolidating his status as the best receiver in the sport. 

  



Demaryius Thomas gets good news about his family 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
July 13, 2015 
 
Demaryius Thomas received some good news Monday and it had nothing to do with his contract 
stalemate with the Denver Broncos: his mother is getting out of prison early. 
 
President Barack Obama cut the prison sentences of 46 non-violent drug offenders, and one of them 
was Katina Smith, who has been incarcerated in Georgia since 2000. 
 
She and her mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, were arrested on drug trafficking charges in 1999 when 
Thomas was 11 years old. 
 
Smith was scheduled to be released in 2017. Now, she'll be released on Nov. 10. 
 
Smith had declined to testify against her mother in exchange for a reduced sentence. Her mother 
received a life sentence as a multiple offender. 
 
After his mother and grandmother were jailed, Thomas went to live with an uncle and aunt. Also helping 
to raise him was their oldest daughter, Angela Spencer, now 37. 
 
"We are very happy that she is going to be free. It's time for her to be a part of Demaryius' life," Spencer 
said. "No matter how your situation goes in life, everybody needs their mother. It's time for her to be 
out from behind bars and into his life." 
 
Denver's star receiver and the Broncos have until Wednesday to work out a long-term contract or 
Thomas will play this season on a $12.82 million franchise tag. 
 
Thomas skipped all of the Broncos' offseason workouts to the chagrin of general manager John Elway, 
who said he wanted Thomas to work out with the team so he could adjust to new coach Gary Kubiak's 
offense. 
 
Quarterback Peyton Manning said last month that he wished Thomas had been in Denver for offseason 
workouts, too, but also wanted his top target to get what he deserves in a new contract. 
  



Demaryius Thomas' mother to be released from prison 
early 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
DenverPost.com 
July 13, 2015 
 
President Barack Obama on Monday commuted the sentences of 46 imprisoned drug offenders across 
the United States whose punishment, he said, didn't fit their crimes. 
 
Katina Stuckey Smith, the mother of Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas, was one of them. 
 
Thomas has waited 15 years to have his mother by his side again, to have her sitting in the stands of one 
of his football games. She will get that chance this season, as she is to be released Nov. 10 — five days 
before the Broncos host the Kansas City Chiefs in a Week 10 matchup. 
 
Obama Monday announced in a video that each of 46 offenders whose sentences he commuted 
received a personal letter from him. 
 
Shortly after the announcement, Thomas took to Facebook to express his elation. 
 
"God is good," he wrote. "Great news today, My Best lady come home November 10.. Godbless.." 
 
Smith, and Thomas' grandmother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, have been in federal prison in Tallahassee, Fla., 
since February 2000 for drug trafficking. The two ran a crack cocaine operation from their home in 
Georgia, often pushing thousands of dollars worth of dope each week. 
 
Minnie, 59, a three-time drug offender and the main player in manufacturing and selling the crack, was 
given two life sentences. Smith, a 42-year-old mother of three and the banker in the operation, turned 
down a plea deal and was sentenced to more than 24 years. 
 
It was reduced in 2008 to 20 years, which gave her a release date of June 25, 2017. 
 
The U.S. Sentencing Commission's guidelines for drug offenders underwent a round of changes last year, 
thanks to Amendment 782, or "Drugs Minus Two." The amendment lowered by two levels the guidelines 
that trigger certain mandatory minimum sentences for federal drug offenders. 
 
In June 2014, the new guidelines were applied retroactively, allowing offenders such as Smith to benefit. 
 
Minnie is labeled a career offender, therefore, and does not qualify for the sentence reduction. 
 
Demaryius Thomas is in the middle of contract negotiations with the Broncos and has until 2 p.m. 
Wednesday to reach a long-term deal or play the season on his one-year, $12.82 million franchise tag. 
 



Broncos put franchise tag on Demaryius Thomas 
 
By Troy E. Renck 
The Denver Post 
March 2, 2015 
 
An offseason with multiple wrinkles to iron out began Monday with the Broncos placing the franchise 
tag on Demaryius Thomas. 
 
Consider it a bargaining tactic that will pay the receiver $12.82 million for the 2015 season, while 
creating time to work out a longterm deal. 
 
Thomas made $3.275 million last season on a one-year contract while establishing career-highs in 
receptions (111) and yards (1,619). 
 
The Broncos used the non-exclusive franchise tag, permitting other teams to negotiate with the 
receiver. However, any suitor signing Thomas would have to surrender two first-round draft picks to the 
Broncos, a price which typically minimizes interest. 
 
Thomas' salary jump makes him the league's third-highest-paid receiver, behind Detroit's Calvin Johnson 
($16.21 million) and a tick below the New York Jets' Percy Harvin ($12.84 million). Thomas' $12.82 
million franchise tag salary increased slightly from estimates after the league set its 2015 salary cap 
payroll Monday at $143.28 million. The move serves as a placeholder for the Broncos to work out a 
multi-year deal with the three-time Pro Bowler. 
 
"This is another step in our efforts to extend Demaryius' contract and ensure he remains a Denver 
Bronco," Broncos general manager John Elway said in a statement. "We will continue working toward a 
long-term agreement with Demaryius, who is a very important part of our team." 
 
The non-exclusive tag virtually assures Thomas will be a Bronco in 2015. A team wishing to sign Thomas 
faces obstacles. The suitor would have to produce a monstrous contract offer sheet the Broncos 
couldn't match, then compensate Denver with two first-round draft picks. 
 
With history as a guide, teams are expected to find the cost prohibitive. There is precedent for the 
Broncos using the tag as a bridge to a longterm agreement. 
 
The Broncos applied the franchise tag on kicker Matt Prater in 2012 and left tackle Ryan Clady in 2013. 
Although those players skipped the offseason workouts and practices, they signed long-term contracts 
with the Broncos before training camp. 
 
Thomas, 27, is expected to use his minimal bargaining leverage by not signing the franchise tender until 
July 15. That would allow him to miss the team's mandatory minicamp in June, while also passing on the 
team's conditioning and organized team activity workouts. Multiple attempts to reach Thomas on 
Monday were unsuccessful. Thomas sidestepped contract talk last year, choosing to focus on the 
season. He said after the Broncos' playoff exit that "there was work to do" on his contract. Thomas 
boasts the title as the NFL's most productive receiver the past three seasons, averaging 99 catches, 
1,494 yards and 12 touchdowns. 



 
The Broncos engaged in contract extension talks with Thomas and his agent Todd France last summer, 
but when the two sides couldn't reach an agreement by the start of the 2014 regular season, discussions 
were tabled. 
 
Wide range, big raise 
 
In another step to buy time to work out a longterm contract, the Broncos placed the franchise tag on 
receiver Demaryius Thomas. A look at where his 2015 salary ranks if he plays at the franchise tag salary. 
 
Calvin Johnson, Lions: $16.207 million 
Percy Harvin, Jets: $12.843 million 
Demaryius Thomas, Broncos: $12.822 million 
Dez Bryant, Cowboys: $12.822 million 
Mike Wallace, Dolphins: $12 million 
Dwayne Bowe, Chiefs: $11.2 million 
Vincent Jackson, Buccaneers: $11 million 
Larry Fitzgerald, Cardinals: $11 million 
  



Why, barring a surprise deal, Demaryius 
Thomas gets tagged 
ESPN.com 
Jeff Legwold 
Monday, February 16, 2015 
 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Monday is the first day teams in the NFL can formally 
designate an impending unrestricted free agent as a franchise player.  
 
While the Denver Broncos would certainly like to have a long-term deal worked out 
with wide receiver Demaryius Thomas at some point -- they have had the 
framework of a five-year on the table at times over the past year -- the team has 
been prepared to place the franchise player tag on Thomas in the coming days.  

Teams can designate a franchise player at any point between Monday and March 6. 
The designated franchise player gets a one-year, guaranteed contract for the 
average of the five largest contracts at the player's position. Last season that 
franchise player salary at wide receiver was $12.312 million and it is expected to 
rise this year.  
 
Demaryius Thomas and tight end Julius Thomas are the team’s highest-profile 
players scheduled to be unrestricted free agents.  
 
Since the start of the 2011 season Demaryius Thomas is second in the NFL with 28 
100-yard receiving games in the regular season and postseason combined, 
including 10 100-yard games this past season. Seven of those came in consecutive 
weeks. His 226 yards in the Broncos’ Oct. 5 win over the Arizona Cardinals is a 
single-game franchise record and his 1,619 yards receiving this past season also 
set a single-season franchise record.  
 
After a rookie season slowed by injuries -- he suffered a fractured bone in his foot 
in a pre-combine workout in early 2010 -- Thomas had a 32-catch season in 2011 
as the Broncos ran a read-option offense with Tim Tebow at quarterback. But 
since Peyton Manning's arrival in 2012, Thomas has played himself into the league's 
elite at the position.  
 
Demaryius Thomas has had three consecutive seasons with at least 92 receptions, 
1,430 yards receiving and 10 touchdowns. He is only the third player in league 
history to have three consecutive seasons of at least 1,400 yards receiving and at 
least 10 touchdowns -- Marvin Harrison and Hall of Famer Jerry Rice are the 
others.  
 
General manager John Elway said after the season that he would like to get 
Demaryius Thomas “locked up and back here and we’ll keep working on that."  
 

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/den/denver-broncos
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/13216/demaryius-thomas
http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/ari/arizona-cardinals
http://espn.go.com/nfl/player/_/id/1428/peyton-manning


Manning has called Thomas “a tough, tough matchup for any defense, a guy who 
can make any play, run any route, turn small plays into big ones."  
 
For his part Demaryius Thomas has said he believes “it will all work out," and when 
asked if he would like to be back, he consistently has answered, “Of course, we’ll 
just see how it all plays out."  
 
Just days before the Super Bowl, New England Patriots offensive coordinator Josh 
McDaniels, who was the Broncos' coach when the team selected Thomas with the 
22nd pick of the 2010 draft, spoke of Thomas’ progress as a player.  
 
"He deserves the credit for what he's done with that," McDaniels said. "I'll say this -
- he's a tremendous young man, and after the games we had an opportunity to 
play I've had the opportunity to have a brief exchange with him and those are 
always important for a coach and a player. And he's been unbelievable when I've 
had an opportunity to talk to him.  
 
"He's obviously made himself a great player," McDaniels added. "He's so much 
more versatile now than when I had him that first year. He's inside, he's outside, 
he's running different routes, he can stop and start, he can go down the field, he's 
a tremendous run-after-catch player, which we knew that he would be when we got 
him … I also think he's been an unselfish guy. He's played in an unbelievable 
offense the last few years there and you can't get them all, but you don't see him 
not blocking in the run game and doing all those other things too." 
 

  

http://espn.go.com/nfl/team/_/name/ne/new-england-patriots


Demaryius Thomas on NFL Free Agency: 'Money 

Don't Make Me' 

By Kenneth Arthur 

Rolling Stone 

Feb. 9, 2015 

In one month, Demaryius Thomas could become one of the richest wide receivers in the NFL. But today, 

he's not thinking about a potential payday. 

"Money really don't make me," he says. 

You might dismiss that as little more than a convenient deflection – after all, next week Thomas' team, 

the Denver Broncos, could place a franchise tag on their star wideout, which would net him something 

in the neighborhood of $13 million per year. He might work out an extension with organization, or even 

test the NFL's free agent waters, a move that could result in a record‐setting deal for the 27‐year‐old Pro 

Bowler. Either way, the money matters, and he'll see plenty of it. 

But truthfully, Thomas has other things on his mind: Namely, attempting to put his family back together 

again. When he was 11, police raided his home in Montrose, Georgia, and arrested his mother and 

grandmother on federal drug charges. His mother was sentenced to 24 years in prison, while his 

grandmother – who had prior drug convictions – received a life sentence. Though he became a 

superstar, Thomas has felt incomplete without his family by his side. But there is hope that his mother 

might see release this year, and once his new contract is signed, he intends to build a legal defense for 

his grandmother. 

"Hopefully this year my mom will at least get out and get in a halfway house and come home," Thomas 

says. "My main thing is trying to get her and granny out of prison, and whatever the contract is, of 

course it will help. I just want my granny to be happy again – it's been a long time." 

So you can understand why the sudden changes in Denver – a new head coach, an uncertain future for 

Peyton Manning, the fates of other potential Broncos' free agents like Julius Thomas, Orlando Franklin 

and Terrance Knighton – don't really phase Thomas all that much. He grew up in chaos, and quickly 

learned that he cannot worry about things that are outside of his control. 

"I don't really think about how much I'm going to make," he says. "I'm just blessed and happy to have 

my feet on the ground." 

Still, logic dictates Thomas stands to make a lot. He's the only receiver in the NFL to have at least 90 

catches, 1,400 yards and 10 touchdowns in each of the last three seasons – and yet, he makes less than 

Donnie Avery, Dexter McCluster, Tavon Austin and 51 other wide receivers. There's a chance Thomas' 

new deal could come close to the $113 million mega‐contracts signed by Calvin Johnson and Larry 

Fitzgerald. The only thing standing in his way is the notion that his on‐field success has more to do with 



the man throwing him the ball – Peyton Manning – than his own abilities. Not surprisingly, Thomas does 

not agree with that assessment. 

"You always hear people say, 'Peyton Manning made me,' but I can't say that. I learned a lot from 

Peyton. He's the best quarterback I ever played with. I can say he helped me out a lot – it's just hard to 

say 'Peyton Manning did this,'" Thomas says. "He would never say, 'Oh, I made him better,' because 

Peyton Manning makes everybody better. He wants the best for everybody and when you're playing 

with him, you want to step your game up. I think everybody makes each other better." 

But Manning didn't make anybody better in the Broncos' 24‐13 playoff loss to the Indianapolis Colts last 

month. The 38‐year‐old quarterback went 26‐of‐46 for 211 yards and one touchdown, but looked 

rattled and rusty. That performance inevitably led to questions about his future with the franchise, and 

made Thomas' potential free agency even more of an issue. 

"I can't really speak on Peyton's part," Thomas says. "You have to talk to Peyton on that one. They came 

out in that game and they got the best of us. We had opportunities and we just didn't make 'em. I didn't 

have my best game, I had a couple drops – it's hard to point fingers at anybody or any particular spot 

because as a group, we just didn't play our best that day." 

Soon after the loss, Denver fired coach John Fox and brought in former coordinator Gary Kubiak to 

replace him. It will be virtually impossible for the team to keep all its impending free agents, unless 

Manning retires – a move that would open up $19 million in cap space. But obviously, there are 

downsides there. Thomas says he hasn't received any indication from GM John Elway about whether his 

deal is a priority for the team ("It's hard to say right now," he says), but again, he's not worried about his 

future. The money will come. Thomas learned long ago that the only thing he can control is today. 

"I don't wanna stress about what I'm gonna sign or when it's gonna happen. I just go on with my life, I 

live blessed and I just get ready for the next season. I'm gonna be playing. I just don't know where yet." 

he says. "Whatever happens happens. At this point all I can think about is myself. That's all I got control 

of." 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Three years later, Demaryius Thomas 
looks back at Tim Tebow TD vs. Steelers 

By Nicki Jhabvala 
The Denver Post 
January 8, 2015 

Jan. 8, 2012. It’s a date that Broncos fans will never forget. 

Then quarterback Tim Tebow rediscovered his “magic” after a lackluster second half 
to pull off an upset of the Pittsburgh Steelers in their wild-card matchup at Sports 
Authority Field at Mile High. On the first play of overtiem, Tebow found receiver 
Demaryius Thomas for an 80-yard touchdown catch to give the Broncos a 29-23 
victory. 

On Thursday, the three-year anniversary of the catch, Thomas reflected on the big 
play. 

“For me, it was like a coming-out party,” he told reporters. “The first couple of 
years, I was injured, wasn’t on the field much and I came back and won in 
overtime, first play, 80 yards. To be able to go out and put up the numbers I did 
that game and then to go do the same thing the next week with similar numbers, 
but we didn’t win, it was big. First time in the playoffs, it was big.” 

Thomas admitted that when he scored he didn’t know he had won the game 
because of the NFL’s modified sudden death rules that went into effect that 
postseason. Per the changes, a touchdown on the first drive in overtime ends a 
game, but a field goal does not. Thomas’ touchdown was the first time the new 
rules were invoked. 

“Yeah, it was the first year of the new playoff rules, and I wasn’t probably paying 
attention when they talked about it,” he admitted, laughing. 

“Champ (Bailey) told me the game was over with. “I think it was 11 seconds, and I 
was shocked. I was happy at the same time. I couldn’t believe it. I scored the 
touchdown.” 

  



Chris Harris, Von Miller, Demaryius 
Thomas named second-team All Pro 
By Mike Klis  
The Denver Post 
January 2, 2015 

Although the Broncos lead all NFL teams with 9 Pro Bowl selections, Denver did not 
place one player on the Associated Press All Pro team that was voted on by 50 
members of the media. 

The Broncos did place three players on the All Pro second team: Cornerback Chris 
Harris, outside linebacker Von Miller and receiver Demaryius Thomas. 

Harris got the third-most cornerback votes after New England’s Darrelle Revis (42) 
and Seattle’s Richard Sherman (41). 

Miller tied Philadelphia’s Connor Barwin for the third-most outside linebacker votes 
with 11. Baltimore and former Bronco outside linebacker Elvis Dumervil made first-
team All Pro with 13 votes and Kansas City’s Justin Houston was a near unanimous 
selection with 47 votes. 

Thomas received the fourth-most receiver votes with 11, trailing Green Bay’s Jordy 
Nelson (15) and All Pro selections Dez Bryant of Dallas (24) and Pittsburgh’s 
Antonio Brown (49). 



Demaryius Thomas sets Broncos' 
receiving record, passing Rod Smith 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
December 28, 2014 

Rod Smith still has most of the Broncos' significant receiving records. 

Just not all of them. 

Demaryius Thomas finished with 1,619 receiving records, breaking Smith's mark of 
1,602 yards in 2000. 

"Ever since I got here, you heard the name Rod Smith," Thomas said of the 
receiver who last played in 2006. "I wanted to be better so that's what I worked on. 
He's a guy who I stayed with after practice and talked to on the phone. Now, I can 
throw it in his face sometimes." 

Thomas was talking in a hallway outside the Broncos' locker room, waiting to get 
his middle finger X-rayed. It came out negative, but Thomas was wearing an air 
splint around his finger as he walked out. 

All that talk about the Broncos' running the football yet check out the combined 
receiving numbers of Thomas and No. 2 receiver Emmanuel Sanders: 212 catches, 
3,024 yards, 20 touchdowns. 

Thomas was coming off nearly identical years of 90-plus catches and 1,400-plus 
yards, then went to another level in 2014 with 111 catches. 

PHOTOS: Denver Broncos vs. Oakland Raiders, Dec. 28, 2014 

Sanders' previous bests were 67 catches and 740 yards. In his first season with the 
Broncos he made 101 catches for 1,404 yards. 

"We came into the season setting our goals in terms of wanting to be the best 
tandem in the National Football League," Sanders said. "I think we definitely made 
a statement and a claim we were the best tandem in 2014." 

Sanders let it be known he and Thomas owe it all to quarterback Peyton Manning. 
And Manning appreciates his top two weapons. 

Top of Form 

Bottom of Form 



"They played injured — those are tough guys," Manning said. "I know those guys 
can use this week to get healthy. Two outstanding years — Emmanuel should've 
made the Pro Bowl, in my opinion, with the statistics he put up and Demaryius has 
been a marked man from defenses. To still have the year that he did, both those 
guys are outstanding players." 

Sanders said Thomas' record should have been marked at the stadium with a 
standing ovation. Thomas downplayed it. 

"Records are made to be broken but all I want to do is win the Super Bowl," he 
said. "They can take a record from you, but no one can take a Super Bowl from 
you." 

 

  



Demaryius Thomas breaks Rod Smith's 
franchise record for receiving yards 
By David DeChant  
denverbroncos.com 
December 28, 2014 

DENVER – It was fitting that the man whose record Demaryius Thomas broke on 
Sunday was Rod Smith, who Thomas says he “looked up to” as a rookie when he 
joined the Broncos in 2010. 

“All the respect to Rod because when I first got to Denver, he was there for me,” 
Thomas said Sunday after eclipsing Smith’s single-season franchise record of 1,602 
receiving yards. 

Thomas’ 115-yard performance put him past that benchmark by 17 yards, but also 
marked his 10th 100-yard game of the season, tying for third-most in NFL history 
and only one behind the record 11 held by Michael Irvin and Calvin Johnson. 

Looking back at the first three games of the season – when Thomas had a modest 
(by his standards) 13 catches for 141 yards and a touchdown – the record-breaking 
finish is all the more impressive. Over the final 13 games of the season, Thomas 
averaged 7.5 catches for 113.7 yards per game while collecting 10 touchdowns, 
despite being what Peyton Manning called “a marked man from defenses.” 

“It’s special,” Thomas said. “I can say some of the hard work I’ve worked toward 
has paid off.” 

Making the accomplishment more impressive is that it was reached despite many 
bumps and bruises. The most recent was an ankle injury suffered after getting 
stepped on during practice leading up to a Week 14 game against the Bills. 

“You’re always going to have an injury, a nagging injury you’re going to have to 
play through,” Thomas said. “I’ve had that about every year. So it’s just one of my 
best years, I can say so.” 

His strong finish to the season on Sunday helped the Broncos cruise to a win over 
the Raiders and a first-round bye in the playoffs, offering Thomas and others an 
extra week to recuperate. The bye may prove even more useful considering the 
team’s regular-season bye came way back in Week 4, more than three months ago. 

“I’m looking forward to [the bye] because I will be watching (other games) and I’m 
going to take a couple rest days and get my body right,” Thomas said. “…I can rest 



up my ankle, other little small injuries, that’ll help. It’ll feel a lot better knowing 
that you’re not playing next week.” 

With the way Thomas has carved up defenses lately (three weeks in a row with at 
least six catches and 115 yards), No. 88 returning healthier come playoff time is a 
scary thought. Now the team’s all-time leader for receiving yards in a single 
season, Thomas just keeps climbing. But he has his sights set a little higher. 

“I can’t be too excited,” Thomas said. “What would make it better: We go out there 
and win the Super Bowl. Because you can’t take that from me but you can always 
take a record. So I’m excited, but we’ve still got some work to do. 

“…Ain’t nothing satisfying for me until we win the Super Bowl.” 

  



Demaryius Thomas Proves Why He’s One 
Of The Elite 
By Matthew Buettner 
CBSDenver 
December 28, 2014 

DENVER (CBS4) – It was the Demaryius Thomas show in the Denver Broncos’ 47-
14 win over the Oakland Raiders on Sunday. 

In the first half alone Thomas hauled in 7 receptions for 110 yards, setting up two 
touchdown runs by C.J. Anderson. He ended the half with 1,614 receiving yards on 
the season, making him the new Broncos single-season reception yardage record 
holder. 

Rod Smith held the previous season yardage record when he caught 1,602 yards in 
2000. 

Thomas said it means a lot to break the record because it was held by Smith. 

“I can say some of the hard work I’ve worked toward has paid off. All the respect to 
Rod because when I first got to Denver he was there for me,” Thomas said. 
“Nothing against Rod and the record, but records are made to be broken. I can’t be 
too excited. What would make it better, we go out  that and win the Super Bowl 
because you can’t take that from me. You can always take a record.” 

Thomas is no stranger to huge seasons picking up yards. In 2012 he had 1,434, 
and in 2013 just four yards less with 1,430. 

With going over 100 yards against Oakland, Thomas became one of just seven 
players in pro football history to post 10, 100-yard receiving games in a single 
season. Dallas’ Michael Irvin had 11 in 1995, and Detroit’s Calvin Johnson also had 
11 in 2012. 

Thomas isn’t perfect, however. With 5:38 left in the third period he let a sure 
touchdown pass from Peyton Manning slip out of his hands and the Broncos had to 
settle for a field goal. 

He only grabbed one more catch in the game and ended up with 8 catches for 115 
yards. But the Broncos really didn’t need much more from him. His team record for 
the 2014 season will be 1,619 receiving yards. He finished the season with 111 
receptions, only two shy of Smith’s 113 in 2000. 

tttttt



With Emmanuel Sanders finishing the season with 101 receptions, Thomas and 
Sanders join Smith and Ed McCaffrey as the only duos in team history to post 100 
receptions each in a season. 

“I think it’s very special. I think all the hard work we did has paid off and props to 
Emmanuel to go out and play because he was really hurting tonight and he took a 
lot of big shots. It’s very special,” Thomas said. 

  



Demaryius Thomas says he'll give 
Broncos a break 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
December 5, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) — Demaryius Thomas says he'd take a hometown 
discount to stay in Denver. 

If he does, the Broncos can thank Peyton Manning and even Josh McDaniels, the 
man who drafted him. 

"It's just respect for this town because they took a chance on me when I was 
coming out, and of course I'd like to keep playing with Peyton," Thomas said Friday 
after testing out his bruised right ankle at practice. 

Thomas said he expects to play Sunday against Buffalo, but the bigger news is his 
eagerness to get a deal done to stay in Denver for the long haul. 

While hometown discount is a nebulous term — is that less than the $16 million 
annually that Calvin Johnson and Larry Fitzgerald average, and if so, how much 
less? — it is certainly good news for the Broncos. 

They have two other stars up for megadeals in cornerback Chris Harris Jr. and tight 
end Julius Thomas. Then, there's the blockbuster extension looming for Von Miller 
after 2015. 

Thomas first mentioned his willingness to take less money to stay in Denver during 
an interview with the NFL Network that's airing Friday night. 

"Of course, why not?" Thomas said. "Peyton is one of the best in the game, and 
I've been blessed to have him as my quarterback. I learned so much from him. 
Denver, of course I've got to take my hats off to them, because they took a chance 
of drafting me in the first round." 

It was McDaniels who selected an injured Thomas out of Georgia Tech with the 
22nd overall pick in 2010, three spots ahead of his infamous selection of Tim 
Tebow. 

If the Broncos can get Demaryius Thomas signed to a long-term contract, they 
could place their franchise tag on Julius Thomas, the only tight end in NFL history to 
post back-to-back 12-TD seasons. Both players have watched their stock rise after 
rejecting the Broncos' initial offers last summer. 



Demaryius Thomas has 88 catches for 1,255 yards and 10 touchdowns. He's 145 
yards shy of joining Jerry Rice and Marvin Harrison as the only players in NFL 
history to top 1,400 yards receiving with double digit TDs three consecutive 
seasons. Harrison did it four straight years (1999-2002) with Manning in 
Indianapolis. 

Over his three seasons with Manning, Thomas has caught 275 passes for 4,029 
yards and has reached the end zone 34 times. 

Knowing the daunting contracts he'd be facing with the two Thomases, GM John 
Elway chose not to keep free agent wide receiver Eric Decker last winter. Without 
an offer to stay, Decker quickly signed a five-year, $36.5 million deal with the New 
York Jets. 

Decker has had a trying season in the Big Apple with his team mired in a 2-10 funk 
while the Broncos appear primed for another deep playoff run. His wife, country 
singer Jessie James Decker, recently said her husband was depressed, something 
Decker denied. 

"I never have any regrets," Decker said this week. "People sometimes don't 
understand the free agency process. It's not like Denver was calling my agent to 
get me back." He added: "I would have bet everything that I have that we wouldn't 
be in this situation." 

Thomas said he doesn't necessarily see Decker's tough transition as a cautionary 
tale. 

"No, he seems happy to me," Thomas said. "And I think that's all that really 
matters when it comes to a guy making a decision he made." 

Thomas said he spends no time pondering his own contract situation except when 
he's asked about it. 

"I don't even worry about it," he said. "The only thing I think about when I'm home 
— well, now this week was getting my ankle better — but previously, it's just trying 
to be the best receiver I can be, trying to be the best receiver in the league. 

"I never think about my contract." 

Notes: Four players are out for Sunday's game: RBs Montee Ball (groin) and Ronnie 
Hillman (groin), CB Kayvon Webster (shoulder) and WR Cody Latimer (concussion). 
... Julius Thomas (ankle) is 50-50. ... "It's on them, man," C.J. Anderson said, 
pointing to the O-line after being awarded the FedEx NFL Ground Player of the 
Week award Friday for his 168-yard rushing performance against the Chiefs. 

 



Demaryius Thomas doesn't get 100, but 
he does snag 3 TDs 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
November 23, 2014 

Come on, record keepers. Can't three touchdown catches keep the 100-yard streak 
going? 

"No, it can't," Demaryius Thomas said Sunday. "You jinxed it. You kept talking 
about it." 

That's the thing about hitting streaks, or shutout streaks, or receiving streaks, or 
any kind of streak: They gain attention as they approach a milestone or record. No 
one waits until the record is broken any more. The excitement is in the chase. 

Thomas, the Broncos' best receiver despite the ongoing efforts of Emmanuel 
Sanders to supplant him, entered Sunday's home game against the Miami Dolphins 
with seven consecutive games of at least 100 yards receiving. The NFL record for 
consecutive 100-yard games is eight, set in 2012 by Detroit Lions star Calvin 
Johnson, Thomas' former Georgia Tech teammate. 

Thomas had 60 yards and two touchdown receptions by halftime Sunday, but 
Sanders and tailback C.J. Anderson kept hogging the yards in the second half. 
Thomas finished with a game-high 10 catches and a game-high three touchdowns, 
but 87 yards receiving. 

"I'll take the three touchdowns and the win," Thomas said after Denver's 39-36 
victory. "It would have been nice to tie the record, but at this point in the season 
and the situation we've been in, I think the win is more important than any one 
individual." 

Thomas got enough yards to pass Pittsburgh's Antonio Brown for the league lead, 
with 1,192. Brown has 1,161.Thomas' 82 catches rank second in the league, behind 
Brown's 88. 

Funny how it works in sports. Never during his seven-game streak did Thomas have 
three touchdown catches. Only once during his streak did he have more than 10 
catches — and that was 11 against the Oakland Raiders. His game Sunday against 
the Dolphins was better than several of his games during the streak. 



"Hands down, this was a better game than some of those others," Thomas said. "I 
know people don't watch this part, but I thought I did a good job of blocking. It 
would have been nice to keep the streak going, but it was nice while it lasted." 

Just as Thomas finished with those words, Anderson, one of the Broncos' heroes 
Sunday with 167 yards rushing, came up to him to deliver an "attaboy" handshake 
and man hug. Anderson had just started his own streak of 100-yard games. 

  



Demaryius Thomas still very much on fire 
By David DeChant 
DenverBroncos.com 
November 23, 2014 

DENVER -- The streak may be over, but don't be fooled: Demaryius Thomas is still 
scorching hot. 

The box score will show that Demaryius Thomas fell 13 yards short of tying Calvin 
Johnson's record of eight consecutive 100-yard games. 

That in itself is a tremendous accomplishment. Thomas was already one of only five 
players in NFL history to crack the century mark in seven straight games, during 
which he totaled 964 yards on 59 catches. 

But the box score will also show three TDs for DT: Two 5-yarders and a 14-yarder, 
which accounted for all of the Broncos' touchdowns until the 5:01 mark of the 
fourth quarter. 

"We talk about playing with a [ticked]-off attitude and it came out, we did that," 
Thomas said after the game. "I think if we can keep doing that, we’ll have a better 
chance every week.” 

Thomas certainly embodied that style Sunday, earning yards after the catch that 
didn't seem to exist until he created them and hauling in passes through traffic at 
key moments. 

His first score was perhaps the most impressive, coming on third-and-goal from the 
5-yard line after the Broncos had already settled for a field goal on their first trip to 
the red zone. A questionable pass interference call against Thomas nullfied a 5-yard 
touchdown to Jacob Tamme, but the fifth-year receiver rebounded for his team in a 
big way. He caught a quick slant from Peyton Manning on second-and-goal from the 
15 and fought to the 5. On the ensuing third down, Thomas ran a short crossing 
route and was blanketed, with a safety over the top and a linebacker underneath, 
but Manning trusted his receiver anyway. 

“Basically, he gave me a chance and I saw the ball," Thomas said. "...I saw when 
he released it and a guy was in front of me and a guy was behind me. The main 
thing was coming down with it and holding on to it.” 

With linebacker Jelani Jenkins draped all over him, Thomas extended and reached 
low to his right to grab the pass and hung on as he went to the ground for his 
seventh score of the year. The touchdown brought the score to 14-10 and gave the 



Broncos a better opportunity to maintain their balance with the run game rather 
than chasing a big deficit through the air. 

Thomas' second score again came on third down, as he snuck between a linebacker 
and safety on a post, elevated and snatched the ball out of the air. 

"He’s a big dude, very strong and got good hands," Dolphins safety Jimmy Wilson 
said after the game. 

This touchdown came with just 12 seconds remaining in the first half and again cut 
the lead to four, with the Broncos set to receive the second-half kickoff. 

The Dolphins curiously responded to Thomas' two touchdowns amid double 
coverage by singling him up when the Broncos visited the red zone early in the 
fourth quarter. Top corner Brent Grimes lined up opposite Thomas, a matchup in 
which the most obvious advantage for Thomas would be his size, where he has 
Grimes by at least five inches and 40 pounds. The call wasn't for a jump-ball fade 
route though. Instead, Thomas ran a quick slant that sent Grimes stumbling to the 
ground and left Thomas wide open for an easy score. 

Showing off his rare agility for his size just capped off the clinic Thomas put on for 
the Dolphins on Sunday. He picked up the second three-touchdown game of his 
career, after accomplishing the feat in San Diego last year, and would tie a 
franchise record with three if he can do so again in his career. 

Sure, it's a shame Thomas didn't tie Johnson's record and give himself the 
opportunity to break it next week against Kansas City. But there's nothing to be 
ashamed of about his electric performance, which proved essential in a crucial 
conference victory. 

"I think I kind of jinxed it in the media," Thomas said, presumably referring to 
when the media brought up his streak on Wednesday. "They kept talking about it. 

"I didn’t want to talk about it no more and all I wanted to do was win the game. I 
came out, I had a decent game, helped my team in the situations that we needed. I 
think the main thing that really matters now, you know, we won the game, but try 
to go the next week and do the same.” 

Certainly, his 87 yards and three scores qualified as more than a "decent game," 
but Thomas' focus on the win and not the streak is important and encouraging 
moving forward. He clearly wasn't bothered by missing out on history, instead 
laughing when asked about it, like he enjoyed the ride while it lasted but is ready 
for any pressure to continue the streak to fade away. 

One thing's for sure: His hot streak is far from over. 



Now the league's leading receiver (1,192 yards), and with nine touchdowns on the 
season, Thomas shows no signs of slowing down. 

  



Demaryius Thomas' streak ends, but will 
take win 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
November 23, 2014 

DENVER -- The streak Denver Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas didn't even 
like to talk about, the one Thomas' teammates hoped would lead to an NFL record, 
is over. But after Sunday's win over the Miami Dolphins, Thomas had three more 
touchdowns to salve the wound.  

Thomas had entered the game with seven consecutive 100-yard games, one short 
of Calvin Johnson's NFL record of eight set in 2012. The Broncos ran the ball a 
season-high 35 times on Sunday with their first 50-50 run-pass split of the season 
to try add a little muscle to the offense.  

The Miami defense gave Thomas plenty of attention, but the Broncos' top receiver 
finished with 10 catches for 87 yards to go with touchdown catches of 5, 15 and 5 
yards.  

"And I'll take the win any time," Thomas said. " ... I didn't want to talk about the 
record because it would like jinx it or something. I just want to keep playing better 
and better ... Anybody would like to have a record like that, but I just want to keep 
working and have us keep getting wins."  

It was Thomas' second career three-touchdown game -- the other was last 
November against the San Diego Chargers.  

Thomas struggled some in the season's early going as he was asked to often line up 
in the slot because Wes Welker was suspended. He had an uncharacteristic number 
of drops -- four in the team's first three games combined -- and didn't top five 
catches or 62 yards in any of the three games.  

But since the Broncos' Week 4 bye, Thomas has had 69 receptions for 1,051 yards 
and eight touchdowns in the last eight games combined.  

"It's unfortunate he didn't get the record," said Broncos tackle Orlando Franklin. 
"But he brings it each and every week, game in, game out, he's been there for us." 

  



Demaryius Thomas quickly making up for 
slow start 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
November 13, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) — Demaryius Thomas has shaken his early season slump 
the way he usually evades tacklers and gathers speed on his way upfield. 

Ever since a distressing September slide in which he had just one TD catch to go 
with four drops, the Denver Broncos star has been an absolute blur. 

Over the past six weeks, he's become just the ninth player in NFL history to post 
six straight 100-yard games. 

He's averaged 143.8 yards per game on his way to challenging fellow Georgia Tech 
alum Calvin "Megatron" Johnson as the league's premier supersized receiver. 

After catching 250 extra balls upon his return from Denver's bye week, Thomas has 
held onto the passes that were inexplicably skipping off his hands the first few 
weeks. 

"I just think if I get the ball in my hands, I can do that about every week," Thomas 
said of his new 100-yard habit. 

Thomas acknowledged he has his eyes not just on Peyton Manning's throws, but on 
Johnson's record of eight straight 100-yard games set in 2012. 

"Calvin, he's the best receiver in the game," Thomas said, "and if I beat his record, 
maybe I can get talked about being one of the best." 

Actually, he's already in that category. He trails only Pittsburgh's Antonio Brown in 
early Pro Bowl voting. 

"Demaryius is the best," teammate Quinton Carter said. "With his size and speed 
and his ability to go get the ball, it's just freakish. Any given day he's going to put 
up huge numbers on you. He works hard and with his ability, it's a long day for any 
DB." 

If he can indeed keep up this pace, Thomas, who has 1,002 yards receiving, will 
threaten another of Megatron's marks — the most yards receiving in a season, 
1,964 that Johnson established in 2012. 



"If you ask me, I think I am" in Johnson's stratosphere, Thomas said. "But today, 
it's other peoples' opinions. So, I think I'm close. I'm not going to say I'm better 
than him. I got some things to work on. 

"But all that really matters to me is if I can go out and play my best football on 
Sunday to help my team win." 

Manning spoke during Super Bowl week about how the perfect quarterback would 
have John Elway's arm, Dan Marino's release, Troy Aikman's drop-back, Brett 
Favre's scrambling ability, Joe Montana's poise. 

What would today's perfect receiver look like? He'd probably have Jerry Rice's 
hands, Anquan Boldin's physicality, Andre Johnson's size and Emmanuel Sanders' 
speed. 

In short, Demaryius Thomas. 

"There are a lot of things I think you like in him: that size, that speed. It's just so 
rare in a receiver and he uses both of those to his advantage," Manning said. "He 
plays strong. He's physical. At the same time, you guys have seen it over and over 
again, he can run by fast corners, 4.3 corners, and then he catches the short pass 
and he can turn on the jets." 

Since Manning's arrival in 2012, Thomas has been his top target and gained an 
NFL-best 1,745 yards after the catch — or 44 percent of his 3,934 yards on 251 
receptions. 

"He's an angry runner," Manning said. "He has that ball in his hands and he's 
looking to score. He's a stiff-arm guy. He's not a slider." 

Thomas, who packs 230 pounds on his thick 6-foot-3 frame, agreed with Manning's 
assessment. 

"I want to be the best with the ball in my hands as a receiver — or as a player, 
period," Thomas said. "And I think when I get the ball, my game changes. I don't 
know what it is, I just shift gears. I feel like I'm faster with the ball in my hands." 

Last week, Thomas got to shake hands with another superstar, LeBron James, at 
the Cavaliers-Nuggets game. 

Asked what that was like, Thomas smiled and said, "Good. He's the best in the 
game." 

People are starting to say the same thing about Thomas. 



The Long Way Home 
By Eli Saslow 
ESPN Magazine 
November 6, 2014 

HE AWOKE TO the blast of the front door flying off its hinges, and Demaryius 
Thomas peeked out his bedroom window and saw six unmarked cars and a dozen 
police officers with their guns drawn. A pack of drug dogs roamed the front yard. 
The spotlight from a police cruiser cut through the predawn darkness of rural 
Montrose, Georgia, and shined into his single-story house. "Don't move!" Thomas 
remembers hearing one of the officers yell, so he ducked back into bed and hid 
under the sheets. 

He was 11 years old on that March morning in 1999, but he already knew enough 
to understand what these policemen had come looking for. He already knew they 
would find it. 

An officer in black tactical gear entered his room without knocking, pulled him from 
bed and led him to the kitchen table, where the rest of his family was already 
waiting. During the many lonely milestones still to come in Thomas' life -- at the 
NFL draft, the Pro Bowl, the Super Bowl -- he would think back to this moment and 
remember it as the last time his family sat together: his stepfather, cursing, blood 
running down his face from a cut suffered during the chaos of the raid; his 3-year-
old sister, hysterically crying; his 9-year-old sister, shivering in her pajamas; and 
his mother, Katina Smith, seated in her chair, praying and sobbing and swearing 
that she had done nothing wrong. 

They sat at the table for an hour as the police officers searched through their 
house. The dogs paced across the backyard where Thomas had just started learning 
to play football. Officers inspected his basketball uniforms and his trophies and tore 
open the cases of his video games. Finally their search led them to a closet in the 
master bedroom, where they found a purple coat with hot-pink lining. Inside one 
pocket were two gigantic rolls of cash: 30 $100 bills and more than 60 $20 bills, 
totaling more than $5,000. 

"It's just my tax refund," Smith said, but her son and the agents knew better. 

The officers placed Smith under arrest just as the school bus turned up the dirt 
driveway toward the house. Thomas begged to stay home from his junior high 
school -- to go hide again in his bedroom -- but his mother wouldn't let him. 
Instead, she asked the officers for a favor: Could she walk her son to the school 
bus, like she did every morning? "Please, you don't have to do that," Thomas said, 



trying to dissuade her, but by then he was already being led down the driveway. 
His mother walked next to him, her hands cuffed behind her back, as six officers 
trailed behind. 

Years later, as a wide receiver for the Denver Broncos, Thomas would consent to a 
routine appointment with a professional sports psychologist who wanted to talk 
about defining moments. What were the memories he drew on when the pressure 
became suffocating? Was it catching Peyton Manning's first touchdown pass as a 
Bronco? Scoring a game-winning touchdown in the 2012 playoffs? 

"I don't really think about any of those things," Thomas remembers telling the 
psychologist. He instead told the story of March 15, 1999: The door kicked down. 
The drug dogs everywhere. His mother in handcuffs. And now the school bus 
waiting in the driveway for a shy sixth-grader in Montrose, population 154, where it 
suddenly seemed as if everyone were watching his life come apart. That was fear. 
That was pressure. That was the defining moment. "The worst bus ride of anyone's 
life," Thomas said. 

He tried not to cry that morning as his mother walked him to the door of the bus. 
She told him she loved him, and he waved to her as the bus rolled away. The other 
children fixed their eyes on him. They cleared their legs from the aisle to make 
room for him to pass. He walked to a seat near the back and sank into the green 
vinyl. 

The bus was silent. The two-mile ride stretched on forever. When they pulled up to 
school, Thomas was the first student to speak. 

"Don't any of you dare say nothing," he said. 

BAY-BAY, OR Mama's Boy, is what his classmates had called him up until that day, 
and those nicknames didn't bother him because they were true. Smith was only 16 
when her son was born, and by then Thomas' father was already away at basic 
military training and then off to Saudi Arabia. Smith dropped out of high school, 
and for the first several years she shared a bed with her son in a single-wide trailer 
near Montrose. They lived out in the vast nothingness of central Georgia, in a field 
of pines located 40 minutes from the nearest grocery store, in Macon. They had no 
car and had to rely on rides from family members. There were no neighbors. They 
stayed together in the trailer and played. 

"For as long back as I can remember, she was pretty much the only person I felt 
like I knew," Thomas says. "Nobody was closer to their mom than me." 

Their biggest problem was money: They never had it, and sometimes Smith fell 
behind on the gas bill or rent and had to borrow from relatives who were also in 
debt. She turned 18 and got a job pressing the tags onto shirts at a fabric factory -- 



50 shirts coming down the line each hour, 400 shirts each day. She broke off the 
relationship with Thomas' father and married a co-worker, and they moved farther 
out into the woods, into a double-wide on two acres. They had two daughters, but 
Smith continued to spend most of her time with Thomas because he made all of her 
interests into his own. Mini-me, she called him. She liked to run, so he sprinted 
with her down the gravel road. She liked music, so he taught himself to play tuba. 
She liked to drive, so she taught him to drive too, even though he was only 11. 
They would race each other in the open field behind the house -- she'd drive the 
stick shift in an old Bronco and he'd drive the Accord. She never once let him win. 
"You have to earn it," she said, and so he turned into a competitor to please her. 
He signed up for a basketball team, and she used the machines at the fabric factory 
to iron his number onto one of her T-shirts. She wore it to games and paid him $5 
for every 3-pointer he made. 

Whenever his mother was away -- working late at the factory or visiting friends for 
the weekend -- Thomas went to his grandmother's home, a beige single-wide five 
miles down the road. Minnie Pearl was the family matriarch, the best cook, and she 
hosted Sunday dinners and demanded everyone attend church. She considered 
herself a provider, and she tried to lend her children money and give her 
grandchildren a weekly allowance, but instead she was usually broke, stuck in the 
trailer with a car she couldn't afford to fix. She had two adult children of her own 
still living with her in the trailer, including a son with mental disabilities, so when 
Thomas stayed over he slept on a couch in the living room. He could see everything 
from there. He noticed strangers coming and going. It confused him. After some 
nights, he went home to his mother's house and greeted her with a wave of 
questions. 

What was that stuff always cooking in the kitchen at his grandmother's, white 
chunks in a pot that smelled of burning plastic? 

Who were all those people coming and going from the trailer, a dozen or more each 
day -- "visitors," his grandmother called them, even though they came with 
crumpled twenties and never stayed for more than a few minutes? 

Why was his grandmother sometimes leaving the house in the early hours, driving 
off at 3 in the morning? And why did he sometimes hear his mother's voice too out 
there in the dark in the middle of the night, talking about money? 

One day, when he was 9, he came home from one of those visits and sought out 
his mother. "I think something bad is happening," he remembers telling her. 

"Mind your own business," she told him. "You're probably dreaming. It's nothing." 



But his mother started increasing her hours at work, and Thomas started spending 
more time at his grandmother's trailer, and before long he was old enough to see 
for himself and begin solving the mysteries. That was crack cocaine cooking on the 
stove. Those were scales used to measure it. These were drug users who kept 
coming into the trailer and then disappearing into the abandoned red gas station 
next door, emerging a few minutes later with glassy eyes and thousand-yard 
stares. That was his mother coming and going with her pockets full of money, 
giving it to Pearl or taking it from her, acting like the bank. And that was the cash 
from a drug operation sometimes lying around his mother's house because she was 
helping hide the profits. 

Soon more customers were coming to Pearl's house, and the business was growing, 
and suddenly his grandmother's hair was always done up like she was ready for a 
wedding. Instead of eating Sunday dinners at the trailer, they now all drove 50 
miles to Ryan's restaurant in Macon, where Thomas no longer had to order off the 
children's menu and where for the first time since he could remember no one in his 
family worried about the bill. 

In the winter of 1998-99, Thomas approached his mother again, more insistent this 
time. "Grandma is dealing drugs, and you're helping her," he said. "Something bad 
is going to happen. They're going to take you away." 

"It's fine," she told him. "I'm not doing anything. Stop worrying." 

"I don't believe you," he said, and a few months later he awoke to the raid. 

Clockwise from top: The house Thomas shared with his mother and stepfather; 
Thomas and Minnie Pearl; Thomas and Katina; Thomas, his aunt and uncle at the 
NFL draft; Thomas in college; Thomas as an infant. Clockwise from top: E:60; 
Courtesy Katina Smith (2); Courtesy James and Shirley Brown (3) 

RIGHT AWAY, THE prosecutors offered Smith a plea bargain, and her lawyer told 
her to take it. "This is a no-brainer," Smith remembers her lawyer, Elizabeth Lane, 
telling her. Lane explained that if Smith took the plea and admitted to her role in 
the drug ring, she would get only four years in prison. But if she didn't take it and 
was found guilty of conspiring to distribute drugs, she'd get at minimum a 20-year 
sentence. The only stipulation of the plea, Smith remembers, was that she would 
need to testify against her mother, Minnie Pearl, whom prosecutors called the "hub" 
of the operation, who had two prior drug offenses on her record and whom 
everyone else was already testifying against anyway. Pearl's cousin had taken the 
plea. Pearl's live-in boyfriend, a reverend, and a drug runner, had taken the plea. 
Her distributor, her lookout man and her handyman had all taken deals too. Now all 
that was left was one more plea deal, for the daughter who had become Pearl's 
accountant and banker. 



"Just do it. Say what you gotta say against me and move on," Minnie Pearl told her 
daughter. "There's no point in both of us going away forever. That's just being 
stubborn and stupid." 

"No way," Smith said. "I can't testify against you." 

"Don't throw your life away," Minnie Pearl said. "You can still see your children grow 
up. You might be home before Demaryius is even in high school." 

"No," Smith said. "How could I turn on you?" 

Smith had always felt as close to her own mother as Thomas felt to her. Minnie 
Pearl had raised her children alone, after her husband gambled away the family's 
money and left them stranded with no savings in a mobile home in central Georgia. 
Pearl had worked two jobs. 

She had taken the midnight shift. She had started dealing drugs, she says, mostly 
because she wanted to better provide. "You did this with family in mind," Smith told 
Pearl. "So what kind of backstabber does that make me if I can't stand by you?" 

So together Smith and Pearl took the case to a joint jury trial, and for three days 
Thomas and his sisters skipped school and dressed up for court. They sat in the 
gallery and listened, Thomas holding his youngest sister in his lap. Smith's lawyer 
spoke first: "For the record, my client is proceeding to trial over my objections and 
against my advice," she told the judge, and from that low point somehow things got 
worse for Smith and Pearl as prosecutors detailed a drug ring that operated from 
1992 to 1999. Pearl had started out dealing weed to make extra money when she 
fell behind on her house payment, but she switched to crack cocaine when she 
realized addicts made the most consistent customers, prosecutors said. She 
regularly purchased about $1,000 in drugs from a supplier in Florida and then 
sometimes sold the drugs for twice as much, eventually making enough money that 
she decided to store some of the cash in the closet of the master bedroom at 
Smith's house. Smith brought Pearl more money whenever she needed to re-up her 
drug supply, prosecutors said. 

Neither Smith nor Pearl was a drug user, but the operation was every bit as 
desperate and unstable as the customers it depended on. Pearl ordered her 
shipments for the 1st and the 15th of each month because that was when her 
customers received government checks and had money to spend. She referred to 
an ounce of cocaine as a "shirt," and she ordered four or five shirts each month. 
She hid her drugs in the rafters of an abandoned gas station filled with molding 
food and field mice. Her bodyguard was also her boyfriend; her junior dealers were 
addicts who got paid in crack at the beginning of each shift; and her lookout man 
was a thief who spent most of his time searching the rafters of the gas station, 



trying to steal her supply. When Minnie Pearl worried about getting caught by 
police, she sought comfort in religious chants and root doctoring, stringing peppers 
across the ceiling of her trailer. 

In her busiest weeks, prosecutors said, Pearl could move $5,000 in drugs, but she 
still drove a late-'80s Oldsmobile with a bad transmission and ironed pant legs 40 
hours each week at a local textile factory. 

"What did she do with the money?" a prosecutor asked during the trial when Pearl's 
live-in boyfriend was on the stand. 

"She took me out to dinner," the boyfriend said. "She bought clothes and got her 
hair did and made house payments and car payments and paid her bills and 
provided for the children. She was real free-hearted." 

The prosecution finally rested its case after three days -- after playing taped phone 
calls between Pearl and Smith talking about drug money, after showing photos of 
drugs and cash, after testimony from 14 witnesses. "Now it is the defense's turn to 
present its case," the judge said, but the defense didn't have a case. Neither Pearl's 
lawyer nor Smith's lawyer called a single outside witness. The jury left the 
courtroom to deliberate one day at 3:55 p.m., and Thomas took his sisters outside 
the courthouse to play. By 5, the verdict was in, and Thomas hurried his sisters 
back into the courtroom to hear it. 

"Guilty," the lead juror said, and later the judge clarified the details. Minnie Pearl, 
43, would be sentenced to two terms of life in prison. Next the judge addressed 
Smith, 27, and to Thomas, his mother's sentence almost sounded longer: 294 
months. 

Or more than 24 years. 

FOR THE FIRST seven or so of those years, Thomas never wanted to visit his 
mother. But he went along reluctantly during the first months with his stepfather -- 
who wasn't implicated in the crime -- and his sisters when Smith was initially 
imprisoned. His mother was always given 15 minutes to talk to them, and they 
stared at her through a sheet of Plexiglas and took turns talking into a phone. 
Thomas found it hard to look at her. He knew she was guilty. He knew she had 
turned down the plea. Each of the children got three minutes, and Thomas always 
allowed his anger and frustration to build over the course of the visit and then 
spoke to her last. 

Three minutes. How could any two people sort through so much misery in so little 
time? On one side of the glass was Smith, red-eyed, unable to silence her most 
pressing and painful questions at night, and trying out an antidepressant 
medication for the first time in her life. If refusing the plea had seemed to her like a 



noble decision during the trial, it now felt like an insane choice, and the endlessness 
of each day amplified the realities of a 20-year sentence. "There's no room for high-
minded ideals in here," she said. Already Demaryius looked different to her on the 
other side of the glass -- older, harder, more resentful. How many 3-pointers had 
she missed already? How many more would there be? At night, when the prison 
went dark at 11, she lay awake in her bed and asked the same questions. "Do my 
children think I'm a bad mother? Do they understand?" 

And now she could look through the glass and see the answer in her son's eyes. 
"You chose this," he told her during one visit. "You decided to be in there instead of 
out here with us." 

Smith tried to console him, but there were only three minutes to account for the 
biggest decision of her life. "I love you," she would say. Or: "You'll be OK." 

But how did she know that? Thomas wondered. At least his grandmother's arrest 
was something he could process. It was awful, but the fallout was not quite so 
personal. It was his mother's arrest that had cost him his house, his sisters -- every 
bit of stability in his life. 

Demaryius moved every few months in those first years. His sisters went to live 
with their stepfather's mother, but he never really got along with his stepfather, 
who divorced Smith after the trial, and Demaryius didn't want to be the only boy in 
the house. He went to his father's apartment in Atlanta, but his father was always 
being reassigned by the military, and any new home was far away from his friends. 
Then he went to a cousin's trailer in Montrose, but that cousin already had five 
foster children and couldn't take another; and then to his father's mother's house a 
few miles away, but her health was failing; and then in with a nearby aunt, but she 
had no car to pick him up from basketball practice. One night, desperate for a ride 
home after practice, he called a different aunt and uncle to pick him up. James and 
Shirley Brown took him back to their house outside Montrose, and Thomas never 
left. 

The eighth-grader they took in bore little resemblance to the sixth-grader who had 
raced cars with his mother and played Christmas carols on the tuba. "I was really to 
myself, not trusting nobody, just angry at the world," Thomas says. He wrote 
letters to Smith but never sent them. He made friends promise not to mention his 
mother in any context, and when one of them did, Thomas shoved him off a porch. 
His mother sent pleading letters to the Browns, asking them to bring her son for a 
visit, but each time he refused. "It hurt so much sometimes not to see him that I 
actually ached," Smith says. 

The Browns' house was a serious place, built on chores and responsibility. James 
worked as a lineman for Georgia Power, a dangerous job with abundant overtime, 



and he believed children should work too. Thomas became an usher at their 
Southern Baptist church. His curfew was 9 p.m. His grades had to be A's. That he 
became an all-state receiver was fine but not important. On Saturdays, he awoke at 
5:30 a.m. to pick two acres of peas in the Georgia heat, filling 25-pound bushels 
that James rarely bothered to sell. "What's the point of this if we're just throwing 
these peas out?" Thomas asked one day, and James explained that the point was 
that picking was Thomas' responsibility, that being an adult would sometimes mean 
doing things he didn't want to do. 

"You should go see your mother," James told him, again and again. "It's the right 
thing to do. She loves you. She needs you." 

"No," Thomas said, each time he was asked. 

IT WASN'T UNTIL Thomas arrived at Georgia Tech on a football scholarship that he 
started thinking more about what it meant to be an adult, and what those 
responsibilities entailed. He was living alone for the first time in his life, and the 
loneliness of college made him want to call his mother, who he still believed was 
the person who knew him best. They started talking once a week, filling the allotted 
15 minutes tentatively at first, discussing football and college and the ways in 
which a dorm room resembled a prison cell. "She was funny, and it made me 
remember how much I missed her," Thomas says. 

On the practice field each day, the Georgia Tech coaches made the players repeat 
the tenets of the football program: family, togetherness, loyalty -- and Thomas 
turned those concepts over in his head. Maybe it had been his mother's 
responsibility to remain loyal to Pearl, no matter what she had done. And maybe 
now it was his responsibility to remain loyal to his mother, no matter what choices 
she had made. He began talking to her more regularly, once or twice each week, 
his ease with her growing. Then in October of Thomas' junior year, Georgia Tech 
played a road game against Florida State in a stadium five miles from the federal 
prison in Tallahassee where Smith was serving out the remainder of her sentence. 
Thomas caught two passes for 84 yards and a touchdown. Afterward, he stayed 
behind to visit his mother. 

It had been at least five years since Thomas had seen her, he says, and that had 
been for an angry three minutes through Plexiglas. His father, Bobby Thomas, had 
traveled to the Florida State game, and he drove his son to the prison, a redbrick 
building surrounded by barbed wire. "I've never seen him that scared, going in 
there to see her, not knowing what to expect," Bobby says. A guard patted Thomas 
down and took him into a sterilized cafeteria, where the chairs and tables were 
nailed to the floor. His mother was there waiting: still thin, still fit, and jumping up 
from the table to greet him. "My baby," she called him. 



"I'm grown," he remembers telling her, and for the few minutes their conversation 
was awkward. He still wanted a full explanation for what she had done. He wanted 
her to apologize, and this time they had more than three minutes to fill. "We have 
to start again from the beginning," Thomas said, finally, so his mother began by 
telling him the full story of her arrest. She explained the details of the plea bargain. 
She told him about the sleeplessness and the depression, and she told him that his 
sixth-grade picture was pinned above her bunk bed. "I miss you every day," she 
said. She told him she loved him. She told him she was sorry. 

"Would you make the same choice again?" Thomas asked her. 

"I don't want to lie to you," she said, and so she said that yes, she would. She told 
him about her own definition of loyalty and how she felt she owed her mother for 
the ways she had provided for her. "It was no win either way, and I had to live with 
myself and the choice that I made," she said. 

"OK. Let's try to move past it," Thomas said, because even if the answer didn't 
satisfy him, at least now he understood. His mother had acted out of responsibility, 
out of love, and now it was his turn to do the same. He didn't have to entirely 
forgive her choice, but he felt it was his responsibility as a son to forgive her. They 
played card games for a few hours. They talked about cars and girls and football 
until the visitation time ended. Thomas said goodbye and reached out to hold 
Smith's hand. It was a small gesture, but it was also the only physical contact the 
prison allowed. "I love you," he said. 

SMITH AND PEARL, now in the same Tallahassee prison, watched Demaryius' career 
unfold in the plastic chairs of the facility's recreational room, on an old block 
television bolted to the ceiling. Loud talking and excessive noise is prohibited, read 
a sign on the rec room wall, which made cheering particularly hard. There was 
Thomas, averaging more than 25 yards per reception during his junior year at 
Georgia Tech. There he was again on the screen at the 2010 NFL draft, the No. 22 
pick, wearing a light blue tie just like Smith had suggested the night before during 
their phone call. There he was racing down the sideline to score the overtime 
touchdown against the Steelers early in 2012, with Smith screaming so loudly in 
the rec room -- "Nobody is catching him! Nobody!" -- that guards came in to quiet 
her down. 

Thomas had more than 1,400 yards receiving in both 2012 and 2013, and soon his 
reputation had reached the wider prison population. The rec room became crowded 
during games. The guards turned into Broncos fans. Thomas sent a package of T-
shirts, and his mother got special dispensation to wear one so she could once again 
dress in her son's number while watching him play. She rolled newspapers into 
pompoms and wrote messages in colored pencil on her face. "Superstar momma," 
one read. 



But in other ways, Thomas' accelerating fame made the distance between her life 
and his seem bigger. She called him in February on the night before he played in 
the Super Bowl because it had become their tradition to pray together the evening 
before games. Thomas was alone in his hotel room, and he told her he was looking 
out over New York City, where some of the buildings were alight in the Broncos' 
and Seahawks' colors. 

"I can't even imagine what that's like," she remembers telling him. 

"What are you looking at right now?" he asked. 

"The sink, the toilet and the concrete wall," she said. "It's always the same." 

Lights on at 6 a.m. Off to work at the prison commissary beginning at 6:30. Two 
miles on the rec yard track each afternoon. Shower. Dinner at 5. For the past 
several years, Smith has been sharing a room with her mother in the low-security 
wing of the prison. Minnie Pearl sleeps on the bottom bunk, and Smith stays on top. 
They mostly live together in comfortable silence, having recycled through most of 
their doubts and regrets during conversations in those first several years. They 
have two lockers, a sink, a toilet, a table and a door -- a privilege earned by two 
years of perfect behavior. On the inside of that door are pictures of Thomas and 
Manning in their uniforms, Nos. 88 and 18. 

There is rarely free time in the schedule for improvisation or time to think, which 
Smith considers mostly a relief. She signed up to teach an exercise class, play on a 
volleyball team and lead a Bible study to fill whatever free time she has. It is in the 
quiet moments that the sleeplessness and the depression still sometimes leak in. "If 
I start thinking," she says, "then the only thing on my mind is everything that I'm 
missing with him." 

THIS IS HIS contract year, his chance to set up the future, and maybe this is also 
how the pieces of an 11-year-old boy's life fall back into place. If somehow he can 
continue to play well ... and if he can break a few more records ... and if the 
Broncos can win the Super Bowl ... and if he can sign a long-term deal for $12 
million a year ... then maybe he can restore some stability to the family that lost it 
in 1999, on the morning of the raid. "Family first," reads the tattoo he recently 
inked on the inside of his biceps. 

"That's all I'm playing for," he says. 

His mother is scheduled for early release in the summer of 2017, and lately he has 
begun calling his father to make plans. 

"Maybe get her a condo," his father said during one of their conversations. 



"I'm thinking bigger," Thomas said. 

"A house?" his father said. 

"Bigger," Thomas said, and then he unveiled his vision. He would earn the huge 
contract and buy a plot of land just outside Atlanta, where they could build one 
house or maybe even two. A family compound, he called it, explaining that he 
planned to get everyone back together. His mom would move in, and his dad too, 
since Thomas' parents had been talking again lately over the phone. They both 
wanted to live around Atlanta. "I'm not married, so it's not like it's something I 
can't do," said his father, who is still in the military. Then Thomas explained that his 
youngest sister would move in after graduating from college; and his other sister, a 
prison guard in Georgia, would come with her children; and Thomas himself would 
live there during the offseason; and grandparents and cousins would all be free to 
come and go. He wanted a place out in the country, with a long gravel driveway 
and a big field out back where the children could run -- a place not so different 
from the acreage of his childhood. 

"What do you think?" Thomas asked. 

"It sounds a little bit like the plot for a sitcom," his father said, reviewing the plan: 
a convict, a prison guard, an estranged couple and a professional athlete living 
together in the same house. 

But Thomas said he was serious. "This is no joke," he said. This was what he 
considered his familial duty. This was a plan for reconciliation, as conceived by an 
oldest son who in some ways was still recovering from what happened when he was 
11 years old. His mother was about to get out of prison, and she was going to need 
them. 

"I'm making it my responsibility to give her a soft place to land," he said. 

  



Demaryius Thomas: Can't hold him down 
By Lauren Giudice 
denverbroncos.com 
October 20, 2014 

The beginning of the 2014 season was one of the toughest of Demaryius Thomas’ 
career. His grandmother, the woman who raised him, died just before training 
camp began and he couldn’t make his usual impact on the field during the first 
three games of the regular season. But bouncing back from hardship is nothing new 
for him. 

During the Broncos’ Week 5 win over the Cardinals, Demaryius Thomas finally had 
a reason to leap with joy. 

On second-and-11 at the Arizona 31-yard line, he beat Antonio Cromartie off the 
line, caught a slant, stiff-armed Larry Foote and then weaved through defenders for 
a touchdown. He ran straight through the end zone towards a woman wearing a No. 
88 jersey and leapt up to sit on the wall that separates fans from the field. 

While Thomas and the fans surrounding him were showered with beer that was 
elevated above them, he was beaming. 

That was his first score of a record-breaking game where Thomas racked up the 
most receiving yards in franchise history with 226. It was also the most by any 
receiver in the NFL this season. In setting that new mark for the Broncos, he 
surpassed one of his role models, Shannon Sharpe. He had scoring catches of 31 
and 86 yards, the latter of which is the fourth-longest reception in Broncos history. 

Week 5, he could not be denied. 

Reading the stat lines from against the Cardinals, Jets and 49ers, it’s hard to 
imagine that in the weeks leading up to the game, Thomas’ health, future and 
confidence were questioned. 

He had just one touchdown to go along with just 13 catches for 141 yards during 
the Broncos’ first three games. He exceeded that yardage and had two touchdowns 
in the season opener last season. Peyton Manning’s go-to target of the past two 
seasons didn’t look like himself and, perhaps the most concerning aspect of 
Thomas’ first three games were his four drops. He had five drops all of last season. 

When asked after the game what the biggest difference was between the first three 
games of the season and his record-breaking day, he had a simple 
answer:  “Catching the ball. That’s basically what it is.” 



The Tuesday after the Broncos’ loss to Seattle in Week 3, Thomas came in to 
practice early and caught 250 balls. He was tired of his inconsistent play. Manning, 
Head Coach John Fox and Emmanuel Sanders all noticed the extra work he put in 
the week leading up to the Cardinals game and how well he did during practice. 
Manning said he caught the ball better and was on top of his assignments. While 
Thomas was hard on himself for his early-season struggles, his teammates stood by 
him. 

“Basically they stayed behind me, they pushed me,” Thomas said. “They told me 
I’m better than what I’m doing right now. I took it like a man because they were 
telling the truth. Before those games, I never had games where I dropped the ball 
like that and wasn’t performing like I expected to.” 

While he’d never had three consecutive games with so little output before, he 
doesn’t consider the beginning of this season a “slump.” With fellow wide 
receiver Wes Welker out for the Broncos’ first two games due to suspension, 
Thomas played in the slot, which he wasn’t accustomed to. 

Emmanuel Sanders, who is in his first season as Thomas’ teammate, said he is glad 
to be on the same team as Thomas this season because when the Broncos and 
Steelers faced off in previous seasons, Sanders said, “he killed us.” He says there is 
no limit to Thomas’ potential and his speed and versatility make him a great 
weapon. 

“He always goes off,” Sanders said after the Broncos’ 41-20 win over the Cardinals. 
“All the media has been criticizing him in terms of his production and things of that 
sort. I went on NFL Network and told them, ‘Demaryius can go off at any moment 
and have a 200-yard game.’ He proved that today. He’s a big-time player that 
makes big-time plays in big-time moments, and he proved that today.” 

At first, Thomas’ confidence was affected by the dropped balls. But the two-time 
Pro Bowler is accustomed to being tested, both on the field and off. 

When he was 11 years old, his mother was arrested right in front of him and 
sentenced to 20 years in prison while her mom, his grandmother, was sentenced 
for life on drug-related charges. That experience helped make him the resilient, 
tough person he is today. 

“Growing up it was tough and I think that made me a man quicker,” Thomas said. 
“The things with my mom and all the other stuff, it made me a man quicker. To get 
out here and do this, once you drop a ball or have a bad play you can go on to the 
next and I think that helped me growing up.” 



The experience of losing pieces of his family forced him to grow up and learn to 
bounce back. He said with football, it’s all about moving forward, learning from your 
mistakes and moving on to the next play. 

“I think just growing up as a kid, I went through a lot,” Thomas said. “I grew up in 
the church. I worked in the yard a lot and I just remember my uncle always telling 
me hard work pays off so I just go out and put it all out there mainly because I 
won’t be able to do this the rest of my life. It just comes from how I was raised.” 

Coming back from a rough start wasn’t even Thomas’ first dose of hardship for the 
2014 season. 

Right before training camp, his paternal grandmother who helped raise him, 
Gladys, died. Before he started living with his aunt, Gladys took him in.  

He missed the first five days of camp to help plan and attend her funeral back 
home in Georgia.  With the difficult start to the regular season and the death of his 
beloved grandmother, this has been one of the toughest beginnings to a football 
season he’s experienced. 

Throughout his life, Thomas has been forced to overcome struggles. He returned to 
camp after her funeral. While he was gone, he watched film. That’s the kind of 
player he is, always working to improve and be a step ahead. 

“That's the thing about Demaryius: he doesn't change. No matter what you guys 
say about him, he's not going to change,” Sanders said. ‘He's going to come to 
work every single day. He's quiet. He works extremely quiet. He's going to come in, 
he's going to bust his butt, and he knows that those plays are going to come all 
season long.” 

While this was one of Thomas’ toughest starts to a season, it was also unique in 
another way. He now wears a “C” on his jersey. 

Before the season began, he, along with Manning, was voted one of the Broncos’ 
offensive captains. As Sanders noted, Thomas isn’t the loudest guy.  

When it comes to football, that doesn’t matter. He has garnered the respect of his 
teammates. 

“When I got elected captain, I told them I’m not going to be the vocal guy,” 
Thomas said. “I’m not going to speak very much. I’m just going to go out there and 
work hard and play hard and you all just follow me. That’s my main thing- doing 
the right thing. If you go out there and put in the hard work it’s going to pay off.” 

In back-to-back seasons, he has produced at least 90 catches, 1,400 receiving 
yards and 10 receiving touchdowns. While it took a little time, it appears that 



Thomas is back in stride to do the same in 2014. His resilience and work ethic were 
instilled in him when he was young and it certainly appears that these 
characteristics will continue to take him to new heights in the NFL. 

Thomas acknowledges that he and Manning have vastly different leadership styles. 
But, there is something he wants to have in common with his quarterback. 

“I’m not outspoken like Peyton,” Thomas said. “He’ll get up and talk in front of the 
crowd before I will. Day in and day out, he’s doing the right thing and trying to 
make himself the best.” 

“Whenever I get older, I want the younger guys to say that about me.” 

  



Demaryius Thomas back on track after 
slump 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
October 9, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) — With every dropped pass in September, speculation 
grew about just what was bothering Denver Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas. 

His grandmother's death. Eric Decker's departure. Looming mega millions. Wes 
Welker's suspension. 

Thomas said it boiled down to something else entirely: 

"Letting down Peyton." 

That's the thought that invaded his mind when he was running free with two 
blockers in front of him against Indianapolis and Manning's pass inexplicably 
skipped off Thomas' hands. 

Unable to forget it and move on, one drop turned into another. And another. And so 
on. 

Thomas, who piled up 217 catches for 3,117 yards and 28 touchdowns, counting 
playoffs, the last two years, was mired in the first bona fide slump of his five-year 
NFL career. 

Heading into the bye week last month with just one TD catch to go with four drops, 
Thomas consulted Hall of Famer Shannon Sharpe and Broncos Ring of Famer Rod 
Smith, both of whom told him he needed to clear his head. 

When he returned from the bye last week, Thomas went out onto the practice field 
on his own time and caught 250 passes on Monday, then put in extra work the rest 
of the week, one of the reasons his position coach, Tyke Tolbert, declared his slump 
over. 

"All the chips are in on us seeing the old Demaryius," Tolbert said last week. 
"Everybody at some point in time will go through some type of slump. And he's 
through his slump. Luckily for him, he got it out of the way early. So, I look forward 
to nothing but great things from Demaryius this Sunday through the rest of the 
season." 



Asked why he would declare Thomas' slump over before his star even had a chance 
to prove it in a game, Tolbert said: "I think his approach and the fact that all our 
guys are back now. We missed Wes the first couple weeks of the season. We 
shuffled guys around but everybody's back doing stuff they've always done, so I 
see everybody has a more stable mindset right now. I see the improvement in 
practice. And I expect nothing more than to see it in the game." 

Tolbert's words proved prophetic. Thomas caught eight passes for a franchise-
record 226 yards and two long touchdowns in Denver's 41-20 rout of Arizona on 
Sunday when Manning threw for a career-best 479 yards. 

Manning saw the signs of a breakout, too. 

"Demaryius challenged himself during the bye week," Manning said. "He knew he 
wasn't playing up to his capabilities. He has high goals and high standards and for 
whatever reason, I think he's been thinking a lot. We did put him in the slot early 
with Wes out. He's been thinking a lot and it's just affected his concentration with 
catching the football. 

"I think he just had a good look in his eye all week and he got back to his 
fundamentals." 

Thomas' big day included touchdown catches of 31 and 86 yards. Were it not for a 
chop block penalty negating his 77-yard TD catch, Thomas would have posted just 
the sixth 300-yard receiving day in NFL history. 

"It's all right," Thomas said. "Everybody makes mistakes. We got back out there 
and were able to put up more points and to get a win, and that's really all that 
matters." 

The usually sure-handed Thomas, who even made the erratic Tim Tebow look good 
back in 2011, had a trio of drops against Indianapolis on Sept. 7. All came within 4 
yards of the line of scrimmage with significant yards after the catch a possibility. 

"I had to play slot because Welker was out and I'm not used to that," Thomas said. 
"I knew if it was like third-and-5, Peyton always went to Welker and I knew if I'm 
not open, he's going to be on me. So I was thinking when I got the ball coming my 
way, I would drop it, and first one I dropped. I let it get to my head: 'I'm letting 
down Peyton, I'm letting down my team.'" 

So, breaking out of his funk, he said, was a matter of "just being back in my 
position and being more comfortable." 

With an unclouded head and a clear conscience. 

  



Eric Decker, Demaryius Thomas share 
friendship that crosses team and racial 
boundaries 
By Kimberley Martin 
Newsday 
October 11, 2014 

Business is business. But brotherhood is forever. 

That's why Eric Decker and the Broncos' Demaryius Thomas haven't given up hope 
of playing together again. 

"We always joke that we'll partner up again on the same team," Decker, the Jets' 
No. 1 receiver, told Newsday. 

And if all goes according to his plan, Thomas -- who is scheduled to become a free 
agent in 2015 -- will join him with the Jets. 

"I'm always trying to recruit him here," Decker said, smiling. 

As he sat in an empty fieldhouse at the Jets' practice facility Thursday afternoon, 
Decker opened up about the bond he shares with Thomas, a former Broncos 
teammate who he said quickly became his "brother." 

Long before Decker ditched burnt orange for Jets green, he and Thomas, 26, had 
made a pact to become the biggest receiving tandem in Denver since Super Bowl 
champions Rod Smith and Ed McCaffrey. And before Decker, 27, became a husband 
to country-pop star Jessie James Decker in 2013 and a doting father to 7-month-
old Vivianne Rose, he and Thomas were inseparable. 

Now the pair -- separated by more than 1,700 miles -- settle for texting at least 
once a week. But their correspondence picked up a bit with the Broncos preparing 
to play the Jets Sunday at MetLife Stadium 

"He's hounding me for tickets," Decker said half-jokingly. 

The best friends, who just happen to be NFL stars, already had made plans to 
spend time together before the game. 

Said Decker: "Uncle DT's got to see Little Vivi." 

Brother from another mother 



On the surface, the 6-3 receivers don't appear to have much in common. But 
Decker, the All-American kid from the nearly all-white town of Cold Spring, 
Minnesota, and Thomas, a native of Montrose, Georgia, a rural community made up 
mostly of dirt roads, share small-town roots and values. 

"I just love Decker because he was always the same 'Deck.' He never changed," 
Thomas said by phone Thursday afternoon from the Broncos' team facility in 
Englewood, Colorado. 

Both are quiet by nature, but they found comfort in the fact that they could trust 
one another and keep each other laughing. 

Though Decker's parents divorced when he was a kid, they made a point to attend 
his games. But Thomas' upbringing was far less stable. His father, Bobby, served in 
the Army for much of his childhood and his mother and grandmother have been 
incarcerated on drug-trafficking charges for half of his life. 

Thomas has said the two women -- who were arrested during a police raid of their 
Georgia home when Thomas was 11 years old-- have never seen him play football 
in person. Instead, they have watched his games from inside a federal prison since 
2000. 

"He's a good soul," Decker said of Thomas, who eventually moved in with his aunt. 
"He's a guy who really has been through a lot and is a natural role model based on 
where he is today. He's just a humble dude -- and I think that's probably the 
coolest thing. A guy that is probably one of the best receivers in the league can just 
be a normal guy and is good with kids, good with people, and, obviously, deserves 
everything he has." 

Their shared circumstances -- star athletes who signed with the same agent (Todd 
France), suffered pre-draft injuries and were selected by the Broncos in 2010 -- 
only solidified their bond. 

"And then I moved in with him," Decker, the 87th overall pick, said with a laugh. 
"And from that point, our relationship just grew fast and it became like a 
brotherhood, for sure." 

Thomas, a former Georgia Tech product with a thick Southern accent, was happy to 
share the Denver home he purchased after being drafted 22nd overall. The two 
continued to train together every offseason and took trips and played golf together. 

Race was never an issue. But Thomas laughed when he considered the possibility 
that he might have been the first close black friend Decker ever had. 



"All the guys I've met that he went to college with are not [black]," Thomas said. 
"When I was hanging out with them all the time, I was the only one. And I was fine 
with it." 

Years later, Thomas was a groomsman in Decker's wedding. 

"He's definitely my brother from another mother," Decker said. 

That's why playing on different teams feels so odd. 

Said Thomas: "I'm used to seeing him every day. But we're still close. Of course I 
miss him. We were together for four years, and now that he's gone, it's a little 
different." 

Salt and Pepper 

In Thomas, Decker saw someone he wanted to spend his entire career with. And 
before long, the two rookies were determined to be the next Smith and McCaffrey -
- dual-threat receivers who would bring another Lombardi Trophy to Denver. 

Soon they devised the nickname "Salt and Pepper." Eventually, that moniker gave 
way to "Black and Decker" -- another play on words and their distinctive racial 
differences. But their end goal was always the same. 

"Me and Decker always talked about being the next two best wide receivers to 
come through Denver,'' Thomas said. "And we were on the verge of doing that." 

With Peyton Manning as their quarterback in 2012, the pair of pass-catchers totaled 
179 receptions, 2,498 receiving yards and 23 touchdowns. Between them, they had 
179 catches, 2,718 receiving yards and 25 TDs in the 2013 regular season. 

And then the Broncos ran into a buzzsaw -- the Seattle Seahawks in Super Bowl 
XLVIII. 

"It didn't end right," Thomas said, referring to their 43-8 loss on the NFL's biggest 
stage. 

Although Thomas wanted what was best for his buddy, he selfishly wanted Decker 
to stay, but both friends knew the free agent's run in Denver was over. Decker 
said, "I kind of assumed I wasn't going to be back,'' and the Broncos backed that 
up by not trying very hard to keep him. 

"There are only a few teams, in my situation, that really came after me and really 
desired me to be in their organization. . . . And the Jets were the first team to really 
show me that," said Decker, who signed a five-year, $36.25-million free-agent deal 
in March. 



While the Broncos (3-1) are cruising, Decker is focused on getting his new team, 
which is 1-4, back on track and his sore right hamstring ready for game day. 

Thomas, meanwhile, is coming off his best performance of the season: eight 
catches and a franchise-record 226 receiving yards and two touchdowns against the 
Cardinals. He was named the AFC Offensive Player of the Week. 

"Friendship is before the first whistle and after the ballgame is done," Decker said 
of facing Thomas' team on Sunday. "In between the lines, it's all about winning." 

The Broncos' No. 1 receiver agrees. 

"I'm fine with him doing well on Sunday -- as long as my team wins," Thomas said. 

But both friends still cling to the idea of reuniting one day. 

Business is business. But brotherhood is forever. 

"There's some years down the road," Decker said, smiling again. "You can't say 
never." 

"Yeah, we talked about it," Thomas said with a chuckle. "It wouldn't be bad at all. 
To start and then retire together, or however it ends, that'll be a good story to tell 
our kids." 

 

 

  



Demaryius Thomas gets his groove back 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
October 6, 2014 

DENVER -- In the end, Demaryius Thomas wasn’t lost, nowhere to be found in the 
Denver Broncos offense.  
 
It’s just Thomas wasn’t playing the way he thought he should be. So maybe don't 
call it comeback, but it's certainly spells some trouble for the defenses left on the 
Broncos' docket.  
 
“I don’t think it’s a slump," Thomas said after the Broncos’ 41-20 victory over 
the Arizona Cardinals in Sports Authority Field at Mile High. “You have some bad 
games, you have some good ones. I can say I never had three like my first three, 
but to come back on a game like this, I think it helped me out and my team."  
 
Thomas finished Sunday’s victory, which pushed the Broncos to 3-1 on the season, 
with a franchise record 226 yards on his eight receptions and scored two 
touchdowns.  

In fact, Thomas was just one penalty flag away from the sixth 300-yard receiving 
game in NFL history. A 77-yard touchdown pass from quarterbackPeyton 
Manning to Thomas in the third quarter was wiped out because of offsetting 
penalties that included a chop-block penalty on Broncos tight end Julius Thomas.  
 
Asked after the game if it had crossed his mind how close he came to a 300-yard 
game, Demaryius Thomas said: “Yeah, it already had. Only thing that matters to 
me is getting the win."  
 
In the usual afterglow a three-touchdown win brings, Broncos players said they 
knew the game would take that form because they knew the Cardinals would 
choose to crowd the line of scrimmage to stop the Broncos from running the ball, 
that they would blitz Manning more than most teams and would rely on their 
cornerbacks to match up on the Broncos receivers.  
 
The Cardinals also chose to match Patrick Peterson -- at least before Peterson left 
the game with an ankle injury -- on Emmanuel Sanders and put Antonio 
Cromartie on Thomas. That decision had even Cromartie a little rattled after the 
game.  
 



“Everything we saw on film, they came out and did," Cromartie said. “… For me, it’s 
probably by far the worst game of my career. … There were opportunities when I 
fell. Playing against a receiver like him, you can’t get into situations where you fall. 
He got the best of me. … When you give up 238 damn yards to any damn receiver, 
that’s not your best day."  
 
Thomas has been frank in assessing his play in the season’s early going. Because 
he was playing more in the slot during Wes Welker’s suspension -- which was 
reduced from four games to two when the NFL and NFL Players Association agreed 
to a new drug policy -- Thomas said he was thinking too much, letting the dropped 
passes get to him too often.  
 
Thomas dropped four passes in the Broncos' first three games after dropping five all 
of last season. The day after the Broncos' loss in Seattle, and just before the team 
went on its bye week, Thomas went to the Broncos complex before the team’s 
meetings that day and caught 250 balls.  
 
“I did challenge myself," Thomas said. “Every game I had drops -- and not like I am 
used to that -- so I came in and caught balls. Throughout the week, once we got 
back to practice, I tried to do a little more than what I usually do. I did that, and 
my team is behind me, my coaches are behind me, and they stayed on me."  
 
Manning said he didn't put any extra pressure on Thomas.  
 
“Somebody asked me, ‘Did y’all challenge Demaryius?’ Demaryius challenged 
himself during the bye week," Manning said. “He knew he wasn’t playing up to his 
capabilities. He has high goals and high standards, and for whatever reason, I think 
he’s been thinking a lot."  
 
On Thomas’ 31-yard touchdown reception in the second quarter, he showed the 
array of skills that make him among the league’s elite at the position. After he 
caught the pass, he stiff-armed linebacker Larry Foote and ran away from the fleet 
Cardinals secondary on the way to the end zone.  
 
Sunday’s victory was also a glimpse of what the Broncos offense can be as it moves 
forward this season. Sanders, who leads the team in catches (32) and receiving 
yards (435), doesn’t have a touchdown catch yet. Neither does Welker.  
 
“My confidence has never failed," Thomas said. “I know I am able to go out and 
make big plays and able to have great games. It was just getting back and 
concentrating and not letting one play bother me." 



Demaryius Thomas named AFC offensive 
player of the week 
By Joe Nguyen 
The Denver Post 
October 8, 2014 

Denver Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas was named the AFC offensive 
player of the week on Tuesday after having a career game against the Cardinals, 
the team announced. 

Thomas caught eight passes and two touchdowns, and set a franchise record with 
226 receiving yards, breaking Hall of Fame tight end Shanon Sharpe’s 214 yards 
from 2002. 

Thomas had touchdown catches of 31 and 86 yards, the latter was the fourth 
longest in team history. 

It is the second time Thomas has received this honor from the league, and 55th 
time a Broncos player has been recognized since the award began in 1984. 

On the season, Thomas has 21 receptions for 367 yards and three touchdowns. 

  



Demaryius Thomas sets Broncos' record 
in win over Cardinals 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post 
October 5, 2014 

Demaryius Thomas first started busting his slump during the bye week. 

It was the Monday after the Broncos' loss at Seattle, where Thomas again 
inexplicably struggled with two more drops. All the players had to endure the 
postgame cleanse, or conditioning that sweats out the bumps and bruises, on 
Monday. 

Thomas showed up at Dove Valley before most of the others and caught ball after 
ball off the Jugs machine. 

"I had to do something," Thomas said. "I was dropping them." 

Droppin' Demaryius is gone. Demaryius the Destroyer of cornerbacks is back. 

"All that talk is done now, right?" said Emmanuel Sanders, who went from the NFL's 
leading pass catcher after the Broncos' third game, to the Broncos' "other" receiver 
after Game 4. 

"We weren't worried," said Broncos slot receiver Wes Welker. "When he's on, he's 
uncoverable." 

Doesn't Antonio Cromartie know it. Thomas entered play Sunday against Arizona 
with a disappointing 13 catches for 141 yards and one touchdown through the 
Broncos' first three games. 

Against the Cards, Thomas had the most productive receiving day in Broncos 
history. Thomas made eight catches for a team-record 226 yards, including 
touchdowns of 31 and 86 yards that were heavy on his specialty — yards after the 
catch. 

"There were opportunities when I fell," said Cromartie, who was charged with trying 
to cover Thomas one-on-one most of the day. "Playing against a receiver like him, 
you can't get into situations where you fall. He's going to make a play. He got the 
best of me today, and that's all I can really say. 

"When you give up 238-damn yards to any damn receiver, that's not your best 
day." 



Cromartie was either exaggerating Thomas' performance, or understating it, 
depending on the stat sheet or his memory. Just because a chop-block penalty took 
away a 77-yard touchdown catch by Thomas in the third quarter doesn't mean that 
play wasn't branded in Cromartie's conscience. 

With 6:40 left and the Broncos up 34-20, Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning 
completed a 20-yard pass to Thomas. At that point, Thomas had seven catches for 
213 yards. 

The Broncos' single-game team record was 214 yards, set by tight end Shannon 
Sharpe in a 2002 overtime game at Kansas City. 

When the Broncos got the ball back with 3:28 left, the right people were made 
aware Thomas was 2 yards away from breaking Sharpe's record. Manning started 
the series with a 13-yard completion to Thomas. That gave him 226 receiving yards 
and the record. And to think about that 77-yard touchdown play in the third quarter 
that didn't count. 

"I don't know about getting Demaryius going — he got himself going," Manning said 
as he finished dressing at his locker. "He challenged himself. It wasn't anything the 
coaches had to say. A great player like Demaryius, he knew." 

There were a couple reasons Thomas suddenly developed a bad case of the drops 
through his first three games. Replacing the then-suspended Welker in the slot for 
the season opener against Indianapolis threw Thomas off his rhythm. While he was 
worried about his new position, he dropped one. Then he started worrying about 
the one he dropped. 

PHOTOS: Arizona Cardinals vs. Denver Broncos 

"I knew if it was like third-and-5, Peyton always went to Welker and I knew if I'm 
not open, he's going to be on me," Thomas said. "The first one I dropped, I let it 
get in my head, "I'm letting down Peyton, I'm letting down my team.' " 

Back on the outside, Thomas' touchdown catches of 31 and 86 yards were plays 
that not even the great Calvin Johnson makes. On the first for 31 yards, Thomas 
beat Cromartie off the ball, made a catch down the seam, then stiff-armed 
linebacker Larry Foote before zigging and zagging through defenders until he 
reached the end zone. 

On the second, Thomas again beat Cromartie, caught a perfectly thrown go-route 
from Manning down the left sideline, then outraced a safety who had the angle. 

"The first meeting we had about the Cardinals, our offensive coordinator (Adam 
Gase) said the receivers have got to beat man-to-man and press coverage," 



Thomas said. "Because we knew they'd blitz a lot. That is all we did (in practice) 
and we told (our) defense to press us." 

 

  



WR Thomas makes record-breaking 
comeback from slow start 
By Andrew Mason 
denverbroncos.com 
October 6, 2014 

DENVER -- It was so simple, when distilled to its essence: Demaryius Thomas ran a 
go route and was gone. 

With 1:48 left before halftime, the fifth-year wide receiver sprinted outside Arizona 
cornerback Antonio Cromartie up the left sideline, caught a pass delivered in stride 
from Peyton Manningand dashed away. The play covered 86 yards, a start-to-finish 
sprint which served thunderous notice that his September struggles were nothing 
more than a speed bump on his highway to greatness. 

By the time the Broncos' 41-20 dismantling of the previously undefeated Cardinals 
was complete, Thomas had a team-record 226 receiving yards on eight receptions, 
scored two touchdowns and restored order to the offense -- and to his own 2014 
season. By halftime Sunday, he had more yards than he amassed in the first three 
games. 

"People have talked about, ‘This slump, that slump,'" said Head Coach John Fox. 
"But he answered the bell today and had a big day." 

Ah, the "slump." A three-week stretch in which Thomas caught 13 passes for 141 
yards, scored one touchdown and added a game-tying two-point conversion with 18 
seconds left in regulation at Seatt;e. 

Those numbers put him on pace for a 69-catch, 752-yard season. Not bad. But 
nowhere near the pace he set from the end of 2011 through 2013, a 43-game 
stretch including the postseason in which he averaged 94 receptions for 1,471 
yards and 12 touchdowns per 16 games. 

That is greatness. That is his standard, which he began to establish months before 
Manning signed with the Broncos. 

"He has no ceiling," said fellow wide receiver Emmanuel Sanders. "He's fast -- he's 
just as fast as me. He can take you over the top, he can beat you underneath." 

Thomas can do anything asked of a wide receiver in the modern, pass-intensive 
game. That's why Weeks 1-3 were so stunning, because he did not come close to 
meeting his expectations, even though he refused to call the reduced output a 
slump. 



"I can say I never had three (games) like my first three," he said. 

In those games, he dropped four passes. According to STATS, Inc., that put him in 
the league lead in drops per game (1.33). He endured an unknown struggle in an 
unfamiliar role, finding himself in the slot more often in Weeks 1 and 2, while Wes 
Welker missed two games to a league suspension. 

"I had to play slot because Welker was out and I'm not used to that," Thomas said. 
"I knew if it was like third-and-5, Peyton always went to Welker and I knew if I'm 
not open, he's going to be on me. 

"So I was thinking when I got the ball coming my way, I would drop it, and first one 
I dropped, I let it get to my head, (thinking), 'I'm letting down Peyton, I'm letting 
down my team.'" 

Then came the bye week. Its timing was reviled by some because it arrived with 13 
regular-season games still left to play, Thomas saw it as an opportunity. At no 
one's prompting but his own, he worked harder. 

"Somebody asked me, 'Did y'all challenge Demaryius?' Demaryius challenged 
himself during the bye week," said Manning. "He knew he wasn't playing up to his 
capabilities." 

"I did challenge myself," he said. "Before we went on bye week, I came in one 
Monday before everybody and caught, like, 250 balls. 

"Every game I had drops -- and not like I am used to that -- so I came in and 
caught balls. Throughout the week once we got back to practice, I tried to do a little 
more than what I usually to do." 

And the Cardinals were the ideal opponent to face when he needed a rebound. 
Their defense is unafraid of gambling on the strength of Cromartie and fellow 
cornerback Patrick Peterson in press man coverage. 

If the 6-foot-3, 229-pound Thomas could use his size and speed advantage to avoid 
a forced detour from his route at the snap, he would be in position for the type of 
big plays that have defined his career to date, but were missing in September. 

None were bigger than a touchdown that was the Broncos' longest offensive play in 
five years, a play that was the apex of the Manning-to-Demaryius connection that 
continues to propel the offense. 

"Demaryius always does that. He always goes off," said Sanders. "All the media has 
been criticizing him in terms of his production and things of that sort. I went on NFL 
Network and told them, 'Demaryius can go off at any moment and have a 200-yard 
game.'" 



He did, and accomplished his team-record performance in the simplest fashion: by 
being bigger, faster, stronger and more agile than the man facing him, and 
exploiting the advantage at every turn. 

  



Decker and Demaryius to host youth 
football camp at Mullen High School 
By Mike Klis  
The Denver Post  
February 20, 2014 

Free agency or no free agency, Broncos or no Broncos, Eric Decker is committed to 
joining Demaryius Thomas in hosting a Football Pro Camp, May 17-18 at Mullen 
High School.  

The camp dates are on a Saturday and Sunday so even if Decker signs with another 
team he shouldn’t have a conflict with Organized Team Activity (OTA) practices. 

Decker was the Broncos’ No. 2 receiver the past two years, registering 85 and 87 
catches for more than 1,000 yards each season with 13 and 11 touchdowns. 

Thomas was the Broncos’ No. 1 receiver. He had 92 and 94 catches the past two 
seasons, for more than 1,300 yards each with 10 and 14 touchdowns. 

Decker will become a free agent on March 11, meaning he is free to sign with 
another club, although his commitment to his football camp is a sign his preference 
is to remain a Bronco. Thomas has one more year left on his contract. 

Camp participants will learn fundamental football skills and have the opportunity to 
meet and interact with the receivers. Each camper will receive an autograph from 
Thomas and Decker and be included with them in a team photo. 

Besides Thomas and Decker, several prep and college coaches from the area will 
serve as instructors. The camp is open to boys and girls of all skill levels from 
grades 1 to 8. The cost is $199. 

For more information, go to DeckerThomasCamp.com 



Klee: For Demaryius Thomas, NFL 
Sundays are Mother's Day
Paul Klee
Colorado Springs Gazette

Sunday, June 8, 2014

DENVER - Demaryius Thomas has never seen his favorite rooting section in action.

Visiting hours clash with Broncos games.

"From 9 to 3," he says. "That's when I can see them."

DT saw them a month ago, when the star wide receiver traveled to a federal prison in 

Florida. It was Mother's Day. Where else would he be? He played cards with his mom, 

Katina Smith, the woman who gave him the birthday present he'll never forget. "My 

first pair of Jordans," he says. He played board games with his grandma, Minnie Pearl 

Thomas, whom he calls "My Granny."

He cried when he left. A month later, he tears up just talking about it.

"I'm not ashamed to get emotional," Thomas says in a quiet hallway at the Broncos 

headquarters at Dove Valley. "She's my mama."

The folks with Broncos season tickets have a gift. On Sundays at Sports Authority Field, 

they watch a special athlete, one who combines track speed with 226 pounds of power, 

catch touchdown passes at a rate that would shatter Broncos records.

It's a gift his own mother has never known.

Roughly 15 years ago, Katina Smith was arrested and imprisoned on drug charges. Her 

son was 11 or 12.

"At first it was hard to forgive her," he says, and DT avoided the subject during his 

college career at Georgia Tech. As a kid he bounced between four houses in Georgia.

"She knows they made bad decisions. Now they're paying for it," DT says. "But that 

love never goes away; I don't care how old you get it."



His mom is why DT dreamed of playing at Florida State. "It was her favorite team, so I 

wanted to go there," he says, but a scholarship offer never came. She's why his 

favorite trip this offseason wasn't in Las Vegas or Cabo, but a prison in Tallahassee.

She's why the most important moment of DT's career, at least to him, wasn't the 80-

yard playoff-winner from Tim Tebow, or the AFC championship game, or playing in the 

Super Bowl. His most important game hasn't happened yet.

"My mama has never seen me play a live football game," he says. "When that day 

comes."

It will be a happy day.

"Honestly, it's hard. It's hard to go there, to prison, and see my mama and my granny 

locked up like that," he says. "When you meet her, you'll understand. I got what I have 

from her. Everybody says we looked alike, when I was a kid. She's got this big voice; 

she'll talk to anybody. She just talks. If she was here right now, she'd be out there 

talking to the media, up on that stage."

Um, DT, you're the quietest guy in the Broncos locker room. You avoid TV cameras as if 

they were cornerbacks.

"Yeah, I don't talk like that. But she was a basketball player. I got my athleticism from 

her. Those are the first memories I have, playing basketball with her, walking the 

streets with her. We did everything together."

You've all heard his story before. You know about DT's situation, how his father, an 

Army man, wasn't usually around, how his mother messed up, so she wasn't, either.

So why write about it now? DT's next contract is coming, and, unless something weird 

happens, the Broncos will pay him the kind of money they've never paid a receiver.

And I expect DT will cry. Now you'll know why.

Lots of athletes say pro sports is a business, a means to take care of their family. It 

seems a tired refrain, a clich?that makes you wonder how much money they really need 

to take care of their family. It often makes you wonder where their heart is.

But when DT signs that next contract, you'll know where his heart is.



"I don't care when that (contract) gets done. I really don't," says Thomas, who would 

become an unrestricted free agent after the 2014 season. "What I have now, I'm fine. 

Just as long as it's done by the time my mama gets out, that's all that matters to me."

He's not sure when that will be. DT says his mom could be released soon, into a 

halfway house, or "it could be a couple more years."

"We took some pictures when I was out there," he says, "So I could bring them home."

DT's star is rising: second-team All-Pro; 14 touchdowns seasons in 2013, tying a club 

record; featured playmaker in the most prolific offense in NFL history. All by age 26.

He prefers to stay in Colorado.

"I want to play here forever. I like Denver. It's a great organization. It's a great city. I 

love the fans. It is the best place I've played ball in. I'd like to play here forever."

He prefers, one day, to buy a house for his mom and two half-sisters. One will be a 

freshman basketball player at Darton State College in Georgia, one works as a 

correctional officer, he says.

"I want to bring the family back together," he says. "I want to make sure everything's 

OK for my mama, so she never has to worry about anything. We've got a lot of time to 

make up for."

Until then, his favorite rooting section will be a thousand miles away. He's met the 

women who, on Broncos Sundays, gather around a TV inside a Tallahassee prison. They 

root like crazy for Katina's son. They wear homemade T-shirts with the No. 88.



Demaryius Thomas’ Super Sunday will 
include emotional call from mom, 
grandma
By Joshua Mayers 
The Seattle Times 
February 1, 2014 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. — Demaryius Thomas will wait, as always, for his mother’s call 
before Super Bowl XLVIII. That’s the routine every game for the Denver Broncos 
wide receiver.  

He can’t call her. Inmates aren’t allowed to take calls.  

Thomas’ mom, Katrina Smith, still has three years left on her sentence for a drug 
conviction. Grandmother Minnie Pearl Thomas is also incarcerated under the same 
charge.

“It’s kind of tough right now,” Thomas said in the buildup to the biggest game of his 
life. “I think about them all the time. I wish they were here with me. I get 
emotional.” 

Being in the Super Bowl spotlight makes it impossible to hide any of life’s details — 
good or bad — and Thomas admitted it hasn’t been easy having to deal with the 
attention, especially coming from Montrose, Ga., population of about 200. There 
are lessons to be learned, though, from having two family members in jail. 

“One day you can be here and the next day you’ll be gone,” Thomas said. “So I 
take every day like it’s my last. I play every football game like it’s my last.” 

The last message from mom came earlier this week: “I told you you were going to 
make it.” 

That he has.  

Thomas, 6 feet 3, 229 pounds, has been Peyton Manning’s leading receiver the past 
two seasons in Denver, averaging 93 catches, 1,432 yards and 12 touchdowns. 
Looking at the production, one might never guess he came from a run-heavy, 
triple-option offense at Georgia Tech. 

“Just watching him mature as a football player and as a person has been 
tremendous,” said fellow receiver Eric Decker. “The guy has so much talent. I really 
think he is one of the best receivers talent-wise in the NFL. It is fun to see him keep 
progressing every year.” 



Praise doesn’t stop there.  

“He’s made big play after big play for us this year and he’ll continue to do so,” said 
tight end Julius Thomas (no relation). 

Receiver Wes Welker touted the guy they call “DT” as having the best hands on the 
team: “He wears like triple-X gloves, so he’s got huge hands.” 

Coach John Fox has been most impressed with Thomas’ commitment to developing 
his skills. But size, speed and all the other measurables help, too.  

“He is very, very gifted, no doubt,” Fox said. “He is one of the better athletes I’ve 
been blessed to be around.” 

Mexican-American pride  

Offensive linemen don’t often get a lot of love, but guard Louis Vasquez and center 
Manny Ramirez know they will be cheered on by more than just Broncos fans 
Sunday.

The former teammates at Texas Tech are of Mexican-American heritage and have 
felt support from that community this week. 

“I actually spoke with Manny about it, and it can be overwhelming, but we’re taking 
it for what it is,” said Vasquez. “It’s awesome to know that we have such a large 
group, especially the youth out there watching us. Hopefully it opens their eyes to 
say anything is possible, no matter what it is.” 

Note

• Former New York Giants’ defensive end Michael Strahan was one of the inductees 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame on Saturday. Broncos coach John Fox was told 
this week that former NFL legend Warren Sapp was advocating against Strahan’s 
candidacy. 

“First of all, I think it’s a shame that’s going on, but I believe Michael does deserve 
it,” said Fox, who was Strahan’s defensive coordinator in New York from 1997 to 
2001. “I believe he deserved it a year ago. ... He was a great leader. He won a 
Super Bowl. I think he exemplified what our league is about in a very positive light, 
both on and off the field.” 



Thomas' mom, grandma have to root 
from prison 
By ARNIE STAPLETON 
Associated Press 
January 31, 2014 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — Demaryius Thomas' mother and grandmother will cheer 
for the Broncos receiver around the prison TV Sunday, both wearing No. 88 jerseys 
they crafted with strips of tape. 

The two women have never seen Thomas play in person. He was 11 when police 
burst through the door of their home in Montrose, Ga., and arrested both on drug 
charges in 1999. Police allowed Katina Smith to walk her son and his two younger 
sisters to the school bus one last time. 

Now she's at a minimum-security prison in Florida, sentenced to 20 years. Her 
mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, who had two previous drug convictions, received two 
life sentences with the possibility for parole after 40 years. 

Smith could have gotten a lighter sentence by testifying against her mother, but 
she refused. 

They'll watch Thomas play in his first Super Bowl Sunday, when he will be matched 
against Seahawks star cornerback Richard Sherman for much of the game. 

"I think that drives me more to know that they're there and they're watching me," 
Thomas said. "I try to go out there and play my best because they're going to talk 
about it to the people in the jailhouse." 

Thomas' father was serving in the Army and stationed in Kuwait when his mother 
and grandmother were arrested. He went to live with an aunt and uncle, Shirley 
and James Brown, a Baptist minister who lived six miles away. 

Thomas, called "Bay-Bay" by his family, started working as an usher at the church 
and attending Bible study after track and basketball practices. 

"Once I moved in with him, I told him I wanted to do something to stay off the 
streets and stay out of trouble, so I tried football," Thomas said. "And it worked out 
for me." 

Thomas played at Georgia Tech and was a first-round pick by Denver in 2010. 
Injuries slowed him down until his 80-yard catch from Tim Tebow in overtime beat 
Pittsburgh in the playoffs. 



Two months later, Peyton Manning came to Denver and Thomas has flourished ever 
since, catching 204 passes for 3,089 yards and 27 touchdowns over the last two 
years. 

The 6-foot-3, 230-pound deep threat has an uncanny mix of size, speed and 
strength — Wes Welker laughed about his "Triple-XL gloves." Dominique Rodgers 
Cromartie said he lost a bet when he challenged Thomas to throw a ball 60 yards 
from his knees "and he just flicked it!" 

Yet, Thomas is the antithesis of the prima donna wide receiver who demands 
passes and attention. He never says a thing to the cornerback covering him, much 
less talk trash. 

It goes back to the values instilled in him by his aunt and uncle, Thomas said. 

"It made me a stronger man and a better man just being in that atmosphere, 
working harder, knowing that nothing's going to be easy." 

Brown said it wasn't easy taking in another child with three kids of his own and just 
one paycheck, but he found ways to make it all work. He also found the money to 
keep Thomas involved in sports. 

"I truly believe his Christian upbringing and sports, playing basketball and football, 
contributed to him releasing a lot of the anger and anxiety that he had in him," 
Brown said. "He left it on the basketball court, on the football field so it didn't get 
bottled up in him." 

Thomas led all NFL receivers in TD receptions (14) and yards after the catch (718) 
this season while grabbing 92 passes for 1,430 yards. In the playoffs, he has 15 
receptions for 188 yards and TDs in both of Denver's wins. 

"Watching him mature as a football player and as a person has been tremendous," 
teammate Eric Decker said. "The guy has so much talent." 

Brown says he just wanted Thomas to grow up to be a good man, never thinking he 
would become a star. 

"The blessing has been just seeing the product of how we took this young man who 
was lost — well, trying to find his way — and we were able to nurture him and give 
him what he needed," said Brown, who will be in the stands Sunday. "When 
Demaryius was staying with us, I never dreamed that he would be in the Super 
Bowl. I just wanted to make sure the anger in him didn't send him down the wrong 
path like his mama and grand-mama had gone down." 



Thomas' mom, grandma have to root 
from prison 
By Arnie Stapleton 
The Associated Press 
January 30, 2014 

JERSEY CITY, N.J. (AP) — Demaryius Thomas' mother and grandmother will cheer 
for the Broncos receiver around the prison TV Sunday, both wearing No. 88 jerseys 
they crafted with strips of tape. 

The two women have never seen Thomas play in person. He was 11 when police 
burst through the door of their home in Montrose, Ga., and arrested both in 1999. 
Police allowed Katina Smith to walk her son and his two younger sisters to the 
school bus one last time. 

Now she's at a minimum-security prison in Florida, sentenced to 20 years. Her 
mother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, who had two previous drug convictions, received two 
life sentences with the possibility for parole after 40 years. 

Smith could have gotten a lighter sentence by testifying against her mother, but 
she refused. 

They'll watch Thomas play in his first Super Bowl Sunday, when he will be matched 
against Seahawks star cornerback Richard Sherman for much of the game. 

"I think that drives me more to know that they're there and they're watching me," 
Thomas said. "I try to go out there and play my best because they're going to talk 
about it to the people in the jailhouse." 

Thomas' father was serving in the Army and stationed in Kuwait when his mother 
and grandmother were arrested. He went to live with an aunt and uncle, Shirley 
and James Brown, a Baptist minister who lived six miles away. 

Thomas, called "Bay-Bay" by his family, started working as an usher at the church 
and attending Bible study after track and basketball practices. 

"Once I moved in with him, I told him I wanted to do something to stay off the 
streets and stay out of trouble, so I tried football," Thomas said. "And it worked out 
for me." 

Thomas played at Georgia Tech and was a first-round pick by Denver in 2010. 
Injuries slowed him down until his 80-yard catch from Tim Tebow in overtime beat 
Pittsburgh in the playoffs. 



Two months later, Peyton Manning came to Denver and Thomas has flourished ever 
since, catching 204 passes for 3,089 yards and 27 touchdowns over the last two 
years. 

The 6-foot-3, 230-pound deep threat has an uncanny mix of size, speed and 
strength — Wes Welker laughed about his "Triple-XL gloves." Dominique Rodgers 
Cromartie said he lost a bet when he challenged Thomas to throw a ball 60 yards 
from his knees "and he just flicked it!" 

Yet, Thomas is the antithesis of the prima donna wide receiver who demands 
passes and attention. He never says a thing to the cornerback covering him, much 
less talk trash. 

It goes back to the values instilled in him by his aunt and uncle, Thomas said. 

"It made me a stronger man and a better man just being in that atmosphere, 
working harder, knowing that nothing's going to be easy." 

Brown said it wasn't easy taking in another child with three kids of his own and just 
one paycheck, but he found ways to make it all work. He also found the money to 
keep Thomas involved in sports. 

"I truly believe his Christian upbringing and sports, playing basketball and football, 
contributed to him releasing a lot of the anger and anxiety that he had in him," 
Brown said. "He left it on the basketball court, on the football field so it didn't get 
bottled up in him." 

Thomas led all NFL receivers in TD receptions (14) and yards after the catch (718) 
this season while grabbing 92 passes for 1,430 yards. In the playoffs, he has 15 
receptions for 188 yards and TDs in both of Denver's wins. 

"Watching him mature as a football player and as a person has been tremendous," 
teammate Eric Decker said. "The guy has so much talent." 

Brown says he just wanted Thomas to grow up to be a good man, never thinking he 
would become a star. 

"The blessing has been just seeing the product of how we took this young man who 
was lost — well, trying to find his way — and we were able to nurture him and give 
him what he needed," said Brown, who will be in the stands Sunday. "When 
Demaryius was staying with us, I never dreamed that he would be in the Super 
Bowl. I just wanted to make sure the anger in him didn't send him down the wrong 
path like his mama and grand-mama had gone down." 



Demaryius Thomas happy to let his 
actions do the talking 
By Joan Niesen 
SI.com 
January 29, 2014 

NEWARK, N.J. -- Demaryius Thomas should boom. He should echo.  

He defies physics. Just watch. Force divided by mass yields acceleration, and 
Thomas has force, and he certainly has mass -- yet he goes, goes, goes. A player 
so strong and so fast, a player who this season led all NFL receivers in yards after 
the catch, who finished with a whopping 14 touchdowns -- a player like that implies 
a certain volume, a certain clout.  

But Thomas whispers.  

At the Broncos' media sessions during Super Bowl week, the wide receiver has been 
perched behind microphone after microphone. He is amplified, but he does not 
boom. Thomas amplified is a murmur. At times, he'll turn to whomever has asked 
him a question and offer his special brand of wide-eyed gaze, except of course that 
he'll forget about that microphone, and good luck hearing what he has to say from 
more than a foot away.  

Thomas, as a rule, does not talk about himself. He talks about the Broncos offense, 
about the receiving corps, about Julius Thomas' breakout season and Wes Welker's 
impact. He talks about how Peyton Manning still makes him nervous, even after all 
these months. There is much he and little I, but come Sunday, the NFL's quietest 
star will match up against its loudest.  

Enter Richard Sherman, stage left. Sherman, he booms. He echoes. He is the best, 
he says, and football eats it up. Thomas says nothing, and football overlooks.  

Until now, that is. Until Seattle beat San Francisco, and Sherman spilled his spiel, 
and the Broncos were next up. Suddenly, Thomas became the NFL's most notorious 
cornerback's next charge, and thus the player tasked with assessing the man, the 
myth, the persona. Except, of course, that he won't.  

When it comes to supporting a future Hall of Fame quarterback, the Broncos 
receiving corps have learned that quality options are key.  

"I notice he's, most of the time, in the right spot," Thomas whispers into the 
microphone. He's talking about Sherman, who led the NFL with eight interceptions 
in 2013. "I'm sure he studies a lot, and of course he's talented. I don't know if he's 
thinking and I don't know if it's talent, but he's always around the ball."  



Thomas compliments. He's good at that. Asked Sherman's weaknesses, he demurs. 
"Everybody's got a weakness." Yes, so what's Sherman's? "You'll have to see come 
Sunday."  

He doesn't play that game, the who's better than who, and why, and how. That 
would require raising his voice, after all, and making a ripple, and that's not his 
style. Thomas still smiles like he can't believe he's here, like he can't believe the 
little boy who watched his mother and grandmother arrested and incarcerated has 
made it to the Super Bowl.  

"I don't know, I just try to just be myself on the field and just be solid," he said. 
"It's not about ... boasting and making sure everybody knows you're making plays. 
It's about trying to help your team out to win."  

Coming from anyone else, this would be a slight, a barb obliquely directed at 
Sherman. Not from Thomas, though. That's simply how he feels, and he doesn't 
know any other way. Just as Sherman owns his volume, Thomas owns his silence. 
He isn't apologizing, and neither should the man he's going up against.  

With that in mind, it's hard not to wonder: as much as Sherman's gab might 
unnerve some opponents, could Thomas' reticence do the same?  

"I think it's pointless," he continued. "I understand that some guys [boast], but I 
think it's pointless. I'm trying to keep my breath the whole time, and all the 
boasting makes you tired."  

That's actually how Thomas' mind works. Boasting is excess, and football is what 
matters, football without the trappings of celebrity and personality. Thomas' flash is 
the tattoos hidden under his jersey, the bizarre backpacks slung across his 
shoulders. It's quiet, minor, if it even exists at all, but it certainly should.  

Asked about Thomas' development leading up to his first Super Bowl, the bulk of 
which coincided with Manning's arrival in Denver in 2012, Broncos coach John Fox 
stated the obvious. Thomas is "one of the better athletes I've been blessed to be 
around," Fox said, but it's not just about his personality. It's about the kind of 
person Thomas is, Fox added, the kind of person who plays like football might be 
gone tomorrow, one who quietly takes nothing for granted.  

Thomas has earned respect, however quietly, from his coach and around the 
league. Sherman has fielded questions about the matchup, too, and there's no 
knowing who's going to come out on top come Sunday.  

"I definitely think he's in the top five [receivers]," Sherman said of Thomas. "He's 
put together a heck of a year and done everything in his power to put himself in 
that conversation. He's made the big catches. He's made a lot of runs after the 
catch and turned small plays into huge plays. I think that he's a great receiver, and 
he's a great competitor."  



That's the thing about Sherman: He won't mince words, not about himself, and not 
about his opponents, either. He's the model Seahawk. He's young, once 
overlooked, great. He's trendy and memorable.  

Thomas, in turn, is a Bronco through and through. He blends in, one of many. His 
greatness is expected because he's playing with Manning and he's a former first-
round pick, but just because it's expected, it is no less notable.  

"It's a pleasure to coach a guy like Demaryius, because he comes to work hard 
every day, and he practices every rep like it's a game rep," Broncos receivers coach 
Tyke Tolbert said. "He doesn't say a whole lot, and you like to coach guys like that."  

It's not that Thomas' way is right, or Sherman's is wrong, or vice versa. Intensity 
comes in many a brand, and in the end, the differences are negligible.  

"It's the Super Bowl," Thomas said. "He [Sherman] wants to win, I want to win."  

What Thomas does in a whisper, Sherman bellows. That's it. That's all.  

  



Demaryius Thomas' biggest fans will 
cheer from prison 
By Lindsay H. Jones 
USA TODAY Sports  
January 27, 2014 

JERSEY CITY — Countless Denver Broncos fans will don Demaryius Thomas' orange 
No. 88 jersey on Super Bowl Sunday. In a women's prison in Tallahassee, Fla., 
Katina Smith will make her own. 

Just as she has on so many other NFL Sundays (and a few Mondays, too) over the 
last four years, Smith will use tape to put her son's number on the back of her 
khaki-colored shirt. 

Thomas' most devoted fan base might be inside the Federal Correctional Institution 
in Tallahassee, a minimum-security women's facility where his mother and 
grandmother, Minnie Pearl Thomas, have been incarcerated since 2000. Both were 
convicted of charges of conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute crack 
cocaine. 

Smith, 41, is scheduled to be released in June 2017. Minnie Thomas, who had two 
prior convictions for selling drugs, received a life sentence. Neither has ever seen 
Demaryius play a football game in person — not in Pop Warner, not in high school 
and not with the Denver Broncos, for whom he has become a star receiver and two-
time Pro Bowler. 

"That drives me more, to know that they're in there and they're watching me," 
Thomas said Monday. "I try to go out and play my best, because I know they're 
going to talk about it to all the people in the jailhouse." 

Thomas speaks by phone to his mother and grandmother after every game, and it 
was no different after the Broncos' 26-16 victory in the AFC Championship Game 
against the New England Patriots. Thomas caught a touchdown pass in the win — 
his second of the playoffs. 

Smith was boastful, telling Thomas how confident she had been in him. Minnie 
Thomas, like always, was the emotional one. 

"It was just happy," Thomas said. 

Thomas was 11 when his mother and grandmother were arrested and 12 when they 
were convicted. With his father serving in the Army, including time stationed in 
Kuwait and Saudi Arabia, Thomas went to live with his Aunt Shirley and her 
husband, James Brown, a preacher in tiny Montrose, Ga. The Browns raised him, 



sent him to church, enrolled him in sports, cheered for him as he starred at Georgia 
Tech and have supported him through his career in Denver. 

But what happened to his mother and grandmother also shaped him — and that's 
what Smith wanted. In an interview with The Denver Post in 2010, shortly after her 
son was selected in the first round of the draft, she s 

aid she hoped her travails would lead her son to live a better life. 

"I tell him to be the only example he needs of what can happen and the need to 
obey the laws of the land, down to wearing your seat belt," Smith said. "Just look 
at me and my mom." 

Thomas will visit his mother and grandmother after the season, and surely they will 
recount Thomas' role in a record-setting passing game. His 14 TD receptions led all 
wide receivers. 

When the Super Bowl kicks off Sunday, he is the receiver most likely to draw the 
man coverage of Seattle's top cornerback, brash-talking Richard Sherman. But 
unlike with Sherman's now-famous showdown with San Francisco 49ers receiver 
Michael Crabtree in the NFC Championship Game, there has been nothing but 
mutual respect between the corner and receiver this week. 

Sherman this week called Thomas a top-five receiver; Thomas said he welcomed 
the challenge of facing a guy he considers to be among the NFL's elite corners — 
even if he has no plans to engage in any sort of battle of words with Sherman on 
the field. 

"I'm not going to say, 'Shut him up,' but I'm going to go out and try to make some 
plays so I don't have anybody coming up to me saying I got shut down by 
Sherman," Thomas said. 

Indeed, he knows he can't let down his fan club in Tallahassee. 

"They get to watch every game," Thomas added. "They've got the T-shirts. All of 
the ladies have the T-shirts and watch me, so that's special." 



From prison, two fans root for No. 88 
By Ian O'Connor  
ESPNNewYork.com  
January 27, 2014 

On the phone from Tallahassee, Fla., Katina Smith and Minnie Pearl Thomas made 
it clear they would do anything for the chance to confront some unforgiving New 
Jersey weather on Super Bowl Sunday. If they could, they would pay top dollar for 
the top row of MetLife Stadium to watch Smith's son and Thomas' grandson, 
Demaryius, catch passes from Peyton Manning while being covered by Richard 
Sherman. 

But Smith, Inmate No. 89426-020, and Thomas, Inmate No. 89378-020, have no 
choice but to settle for their room-temperature seats in front of a community TV 
inside the low-security federal correctional institution that houses them. They will 
watch the Denver Broncos play the Seattle Seahawks with dozens of fellow female 
inmates, many of them wearing T-shirts carrying Demaryius' number, 88, and 
some wearing his number and initials on their cheeks. 

"It will be a bittersweet situation," Smith said Monday night. "Sweet that my son 
made it to this point, and bitter that I'm not there to celebrate this time in his life." 

They are convicted drug traffickers, Smith and her mother Minnie Pearl, and you'd 
never know it by talking to them and measuring their yes-sir, no-sir approach for 
close to an hour. Some 15 years after the cops stormed their Georgia home and 
busted their crack cocaine operation while 11-year-old Demaryius lay terrified in his 
bed, Smith and Minnie Pearl serve as mentors and role models among the 1,116 
women incarcerated in the FCI. According to Edith Barefoot, the facility's public 
information officer, Demaryius' mother and grandmother are so respectful of staff 
and so committed to their jobs and classes, and to the betterment of younger 
inmates, that they've been granted preferred housing as a reward. 

They bunk together, Smith and Minnie Pearl, the grandmother rising early to work 
as a clerk, the mother rising early to work in the commissary from 6:30 a.m. to 3 
p.m., five days a week, before attending church or exercise class. 

Demaryius visits when he can, and talks to them all the time by phone. Smith and 
Minnie Pearl already called him this week, and plan to call again before kickoff 
Sunday. 

The ongoing conversation helps get the women through their day, and for Smith, so 
does the prospect of a release to a halfway house on Christmas Day 2016, 
Demaryius' 29th birthday. Minnie Pearl, 57, stands as a three-time drug offender 
and the chief maker and seller of the crack cocaine, leaving her with no such 
scheduled reprieve. On the FCI website, her listed release date reads like this: 



LIFE.

"I had four kids and didn't have the means to make ends meet," Minnie Pearl said. 
"My husband and I were separated, and I just couldn't get the things that they 
needed, that I wanted them to have, like the other kids. I know I shouldn't have 
done it, but I did it anyway. 

"That was an entirely different person. That person was mean, hateful, she didn't 
care, she was boastful, but she's none of that anymore. She's a totally different 
person." 

The kind of person, and grandmother, worthy of the forgiveness Demaryius 
ultimately granted Minnie Pearl and her daughter. 

"I am a woman of integrity," Minnie Pearl said. She explained that she has a rock-
solid reputation among the officers and inmates alike, that she was entrusted to 
serve as a companion on another woman's suicide watch, and that her daughter 
joined her in the cause of making Demaryius proud. 

"We don't want his peers to see us acting out of order in no kind of way," Minnie 
Pearl said. "We want to uphold a certain standard." 

The Demaryius Thomas standard. Raised by an aunt and uncle after his mother's 
arrest, and after his father realized his life in the Army made full-time parenting 
impossible, Demaryius grew into a world-class wide receiver who doesn't believe in 
trash talk, and who has never put himself on the wrong side of the law. 

"It's been a blessing to watch him evolve," Smith said. "I don't want to sound too 
boastful, but I'm a very proud mother. He had the choice of taking the wrong path 
or the right path, and he chose the right path even though he had all those 
negative situations around him." 

In the wake of her February 2000 conviction, Smith could tell through her son's 
body language on visits, and through his lack of engagement on the phone, that he 
felt betrayed by her. Young Demaryius had asked her to stop dealing drugs, had 
shared a nightmare he'd had of her being hauled off to jail, and she didn't heed his 
warnings. 

As the cops broke through her door in the early morning hours of March 15, 1999, 
Smith was jolted from her sleep by what she called "a big boom." Demaryius and 
his two sisters were in their bedrooms, and Minnie Pearl said it was "very scary 
waking up to infrared lights and screaming." Smith asked the police if she could at 
least walk her children out to their school bus, free of handcuffs, and the police 
obliged. She kissed her kids on their foreheads, assured them she loved them, and 
told them to look out for each other. 



Smith would reject the prosecution's offer of a reduced sentence in exchange for 
her testimony against Minnie Pearl, and ended up with 20 years. "I couldn't live 
with myself if I was the reason my mom was in prison," Smith said. "At the same 
time I let my kids get raised by someone else. It was a no-win situation for me." 

And one Minnie Pearl tried to manage for her. 

"She's very loyal," she said of her daughter. "But I told her many times that she 
could talk, that she could testify." 

All these years later, Smith doesn't regret her decision. She only regrets the fact 
that her son -- the child she gave birth to as a 16-year-old child herself -- grew up 
without her, and that she never saw him play high school, college or professional 
football. 

Except on the prison TV. When Tim Tebow threw that touchdown pass to Demaryius 
to beat Pittsburgh in a playoff game, Smith said she was screaming so loudly that 
other inmates had to calm her down. Denver's AFC Championship Game victory 
over New England was met with a similar response. 

Smith expects as many as 50 women to gather around their dormitory TV to watch 
Demaryius play in the Super Bowl, with at least a few carrying pompoms. Of course 
Minnie Pearl will be there, too. She still believes that somehow, some way, she'll be 
paroled out of her life sentence in time to see Demaryius play in the NFL. But just 
in case, she'll find a way to will herself into the MetLife stands. 

"It's like I'm in the stadium when I'm watching," Minnie Pearl said. "I go there. I'm 
not there, but I take myself there. I visualize. ... I don't have the words to explain 
it."

Just knowing that his mother and grandmother will be watching, Demaryius said 
Monday, inspires him to "try to go out and play my best because I always know 
they can talk about it to the people in the jailhouse." Smith said she'd called him 
while he was attending Georgia Tech for the purpose of explaining everything that 
had gone down, for the purpose of apologizing and reconnecting and asking for 
forgiveness. This is why the good son now wants to play what he called "the game 
of his life." 

But before he gets the chance to play his inspired brand of football against 
Sherman's Seahawks, Demaryius will get a phone call from his mother. She always 
calls on the morning of game day. She always tells him to find a way to stay 
healthy, and to not be too hard on himself if he makes a mistake. She always prays 
with him, too, sometimes quoting from scripture. 

The call this Sunday likely will be more emotional than most. It's the Super Bowl, 
after all, an event tailor-made for a loving parent. 



"I won't be there in the stands," Smith said. "I won't be able to look at his face, to 
kiss him, to tell him how proud I am." 

She'll stay warm on Super Bowl Sunday at the Federal Correctional Institution in 
Tallahassee instead, and it's a damn shame. Like her own mom, Katina Smith 
would much rather freeze on February's answer to Mother's Day at MetLife. 



Klee: Humility leads Demaryius Thomas 
into NFL's elite 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
January 8, 2014 

DENVER — Maybe if Demaryius Thomas would throw a sideline tantrum, ditch the 
boring nickname or play with a rotten quarterback, he would get more attention. 

Toss a helmet or something, man. 

As it stands now, DT represents a poor example of an elite wide receiver in the NFL. 
They are supposed to be loud, rippling with swag, too cool for school. 

Can you picture that slight Southern smile telling Peyton Manning to give him the 
damn ball? 

"At first, when he got here, I'll be honest, I was scared to talk to him. It was Peyton 
Manning," Thomas told me in a quiet corner at Dove Valley. 

"I'm no different than anyone else. I mean, it's Peyton." 

Did DT miss the memo? Skip the class that taught wide receivers how to act after 
scoring a touchdown? His touchdown dance consists of tapping helmets with 
Manning on the way back to the sideline. 

The Broncos host the Chargers in a playoff game Sunday. When certain ESPN 
reporters trickle into the Broncos locker room, DT hides in a hallway. His idea of 
self-promotion is appearing on 102.3 ESPN, the local affiliate, for a half hour on 
Tuesdays. 

He's doing it wrong. 

Here, we'll do it for him: DEMARYIUS THOMAS WAS NAMED SECOND-TEAM ALL-
PRO. 

"I really didn't expect to make it, to tell you the truth," he said. 

Pull it together, DT. For real. 

At 26, Thomas led NFL wideouts with 14 touchdowns. His best touchdowns came in 
late July, on a dirty field at Littleton High School, during his summer camp for little 
kids. 



"I'm trying to score a touchdown on every field," Thomas whispered as he held the 
football above a swarm of adoring 9-year-olds. 

On a menu of NFL wide receivers, Thomas is the healthy option, earmarked with a 
heart.

Reserved to a fault, Thomas has an image problem at his chosen position. He does 
brash like Dez Bryant does subtle. When DT gets a phone number from the 
prettiest girl in the bar, he probably waits a week to call, if he does. 

But the All-Pro list got his attention. 

All-Pro is different than Pro Bowl. Good seasons make the Pro Bowl; great seasons 
make All-Pro. The All-Pros are the best of the best. There's a first team and a 
second team. That's it. 

In the wide-open NFL, the proliferation of gaudy stats and the presence of Calvin 
Johnson make it tougher than ever to earn a position as an All-Pro wide receiver. 

Twenty-three wide receivers gained at least 1,000 yards. Compare that to 10 years 
prior, when only 14 cleared 1,000 yards. 

And like a parking spot reserved for the company president, one slot has Calvin 
Johnson's name tattooed in permanent ink. Megatron's an All-Pro given. 

Further, with Manning at quarterback, the Broncos are an equal-opportunity 
operation, the first team in history with five players scoring 10 touchdowns. The 
other All-Pro wideouts — Johnson (first team), Josh Gordon (first), A.J. Green 
(second) and Antonio Brown (second) — were clear-cut No. 1 options. 

"That's why I didn't expect to make it," Thomas said. "As a group, with all of our 
guys, we didn't really have a main target. So for me to be on the group that made 
All-Pro, it's a big deal to me. There's a lot of guys that had better numbers than 
me.

"I was surprised. I was happy to make it, but I was surprised." 

DT isn't trying to fool anyone. He's aware Manning turns Pro Bowlers into All-Pros. 

Has he left a note in Peyton's locker to request another five years from the ultimate 
quarterback?

"I wish he would play five more years, man. I'm blessed just to have him for this 
long. I appreciate him," Thomas said. "At this point, the main thing for him is to win 
another Super Bowl. That's what we want to do for him." 

Here's the kicker: DT is still on his rookie contract. 



"Yes, I am," he said, knowing the next question. "I am." 

When you see the $27 million guaranteed to Mike Wallace, or the $26 million to 
Vincent Jackson, or the $20 million to Dwayne Bowe, what about your next deal? 

"I try not to think about it. I feel like sometimes guys think about it and that's when 
they get hurt," he said. "My main thing is staying healthy and then going out and 
putting up big numbers and put myself in a good situation to get a good contract." 

He'll get one, a big one, the kind of money that will impact generations of 
Thomases. He's a free agent after the 2014 season. The next contract might come 
from the Broncos, or it might come from elsewhere, but it's coming from 
somewhere. 

"I'd play here for the rest of my career if I could," Thomas said. 

At least then we could help with his attitude. 



Thomas goes from the option to THE 
option
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com
January 5, 2014 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- There was a time, when he was cocooned within an option-
based, run-heavy offense, when many of the league’s talent evaluators looked at 
one Demaryius Thomas and tried to project what he could eventually be as a 
professional.  

They wondered if a wide receiver with that many physical gifts, with size, speed, 
who was coming into the 2010 NFL draft with a fractured foot, having spent his 
college career running past harried defensive backs busy trying to defend Georgia 
Tech’s triple-option attack, would blossom into somebody’s go-to guy.  

Four Denver Broncos seasons later, the answer is pretty clear.  

Or as Broncos wide receivers coach Tyke Tolbert now tells it: “For a big guy ... he 
runs really good routes. He runs routes like a smaller guy, that’s one thing that 
stands out about him compared to some other big guys, the fact he can run pretty 
good intermediate routes as well as go deep, as well as make you miss and break 
tackles, he’s got the total package.’’  

What Thomas has got these days is back-to-back 90-catch, 1,400-yard seasons 
with Peyton Manning at quarterback. What the Broncos got was a size-speed 
matchup nightmare, a 6-foot-3, 229-pound, every-down player who is a significant, 
get-it-done piece of the puzzle that is the Broncos' record-setting offense.  

Defense coaches around the league say Wes Welker, when healthy, is the league’s 
best slot receiver. They say Julius Thomas is an up-and-coming tight end who has 
flashed the potential to be a monstrous headache in the coming seasons. And they 
say when he’s right and involved Eric Decker plays like an impact player.  

But Demaryius Thomas, they say, is the guy who turns games, affects coverages, 
turns missed tackles into touchdowns. And as the Broncos prepare for the 
postseason, Thomas is also the player who will have to the guy who has to be 
ready for that kind of attention. Things routinely get physical in the passing game in 
the postseason, and the defenses that have slowed the Broncos even a little this 
season, have done it by playing the rough stuff against the Broncos' receivers to 
disrupt Denver’s timing overall.  

So much so, it has been in recent weeks, and will be a point of emphasis, in what’s 
to come in the Broncos’ postseason practices.  

“And [Thomas] hasn’t even missed a practice, I don’t think, since I’ve been here,’’ 



Tolbert said. “I really have instilled in those guys, every rep, make sure it’s a 
championship rep. That’s the way he goes about practice.’’  

Thomas has already seen both sides of the postseason coin in his career. There was 
his 80-yard catch and run on a short flip from Tim Tebow in the wild-card win over 
the Pittsburgh Steelers two Januarys ago, the kind of play more people than there 
are seats in the stadium will say they saw live. And there was last January’s double-
overtime loss to the Ravens, when Thomas finished with just three receptions, just 
one of those in the second half.  

 “The main thing is you win or you go home,’’ Thomas said. “... You want to start 
fast, go out fast and don’t want to lose. So we’re going to do our best to -- whoever 
our opponent is -- do great on preparing for them, make sure we’re ready come ... 
January 12th and get the ‘W.’”  

As the postseason routinely shows, it’s all about the matchups. And while defenses 
will certainly give Thomas plenty of attention, the Broncos are built with plenty of 
potential week-to-week, even drive-to-drive heroes on offense, including Thomas.  

At 37, Manning has played with hard-earned patience and remember-when 
perspective in his post-surgical time with the Broncos. And when it comes to 
touchdowns, he has played no favorites with the Broncos finishing the season with 
five players – Demaryius Thomas, Welker, Decker, Julius Thomas and running back 
Knowshon Moreno – with at least 10 touchdowns.  

To put that group's scoring output in perspective, no other team has finished any 
season in league history with three players with at least 10 touchdowns.  

The balance has enabled the Broncos to continue to get the ball where they want it, 
no matter how the defense is aligned in front of them. And the receivers, Thomas 
said, know that any moment, on any play, Manning will decide it’s their turn for big 
things.

“You just know, if you get open, get to where you are supposed to be, the ball is 
coming,’’ Thomas said. “You might not have a catch or anything, then all of a 
sudden he sees something or [offensive coordinator Adam Gase] sees something 
and it’s on for you. I think it makes everybody ready to go all the time because you 
want to be ready to go when the ball comes your way.’’  

“They know when Peyton Manning’s at quarterback, they have a chance to get the 
ball on any given play,’’ Tolbert said. “... Of all the records, in my opinion, the one 
that’s going to last a while is, I call it the five-10 group. I don’t think it will be 
broken for a while where you have five guys have at least 10 touchdowns. Anybody 
can score at any given time. ... They can go 18 games, the yardage record can be 
in jeopardy and all that stuff, but that five-10 group, that’s going to be hard to 
break.’’



Decker, Thomas Host Shopping Spree 
By Brandon Moree 
DenverBroncos.com 
December 3, 2013 

The two wide receievers hosted their 4th Annual Holiday Shopping Trip Monday. 

LONE TREE, Colo. – Just one day after wide receivers Demaryius Thomas and Eric 
Decker each tallied more than 100 yards in the same game, they teamed up again 
to spread the holiday spirit. 

Decker and Thomas held their 4th Annual Holiday Shopping Trip Monday night at the 
Super Target in Lone Tree and hosted 25 children – ages eight to 14. Those kids 
were selected by their branch of the Boys and Girls Clubs of Metro Denver for their 
outstanding participation in the after-school program. 

The event is not only a showcase of their holiday spirit, but also their friendship. 

“It’s amazing,” Decker said. “We came in together in 2010 and we’ve been best 
friends ever since. I think we both know how fortunate we are to be playing with I 
think one of the best organizations in the NFL and to have success like we’ve been 
having the last couple of years. But really it comes down to off-the-field stuff. 
Giving back, giving time because when you’re in the spotlight like this and you have 
the opportunity to make a difference in a kid's life, you take advantage of that.” 

The Boys and Girls Clubs of Metro Denver’s mission is to inspire and enable young 
people, especially those from disadvantaged circumstances, to realize their full 
potential as productive, responsible, and caring citizens. 

Decker and Thomas were joined by teammates Winston Justice, Montee Ball, Tony 
Carter, Julius Thomas and Ben Garland. Those Broncos were paired up with a group 
of kids and helped them fill their carts with gifts. 

“I love kids,” Thomas said. "Kids put a smile on my face. So whatever it takes to 
get out and have a little fun with kids, I think it helps you out. It helps me out for 
sure throughout the week because I love kids. They’re so cute and so funny, I just 
love hanging out with kids.” 

Each child was given a $200 with which to purchase items on their own wish lists 
and for their families. Most of the children were not only buying things for 
themselves but also keeping each of their brothers, sisters, moms and dads in mind 
as they went down the list. 



“This is the time of the year that we’re all very thankful for a lot of things in our 
lives and to be able to have the opportunity to take a kid shopping and really share 
that spirit is what it’s all about,” Decker said. 



Broncos' Demaryius Thomas excels at 
screen passes 
By Arnie Stapleton 
The Associated Press 
November 14, 2013 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. (AP) — Demaryius Thomas keeps getting showered with praise 
and passes. 

He was named the AFC's Offensive Player of the Week for the first time in his 
career after helping Denver beat San Diego 28-20 Sunday, when he became the 
first Broncos receiver in a decade with a trio of TD receptions. 

Thomas received a hearty pat on the back from interim coach Jack Del Rio for his 
acrobatic move on his first score in which he switched the football into his left hand 
as his momentum carried him out of bounds and swiped it across the pylon like a 
checkout clerk scanning a can of soda. 

"I told him, 'Man, that was amazing,'" Del Rio said. "That was really good to watch 
in slow-mo. What a tremendous use of body control. With his size and speed and 
the angle he was at, to be able to coordinate himself and stay in bounds and get 
that thing across the pylon was just amazing." 

Thomas admitted he's not supposed to expose the football like that, but said 
instincts took over "and I just wanted to get into the end zone." 

It may have been No. 1 on Del Rio's list of the terrific touchdowns, but it wasn't 
even Thomas' favorite score of the day. 

That came early in the third quarter when he lined up in the backfield to Peyton 
Manning's right, then cut in front of the quarterback as he went in motion to the left 
side. Gathering in the screen pass, Thomas twisted upfield and turned on the jets. 
He was still accelerating when he crossed the goal line 34 yards later. 

"Smoke screens are my favorite thing to do," Thomas said. "After that catch, I feel, 
is my thing." 

It's easy to see why Thomas says he's at his best with the ball in his hands — he 
leads NFL receivers with 377 yards after the catch. 

At 6-foot-3 and 230 pounds, Thomas is the biggest and probably strongest receiver 
Manning's ever played with, and he might just be the fastest, too. 



All those attributes show up on the bubble screens. 

"He's got great speed and he gets the ball in his hands and he's got a good feel for 
reading those blocks, which I think is a gift there. ... He's got a good feel for 
reading runs," Manning said. 

"It probably goes back to all the runs he had to practice at Georgia Tech — they 
threw it like one time every three games," Manning added with a laugh. "So, he 
probably had to learn a lot about reading blocks for the running backs. But boy, he 
gets it in his hands and he's got great speed and power and it's fun to watch once 
he gets it in his hands, I'll say that." 

Thomas said Manning's estimate isn't that far from the truth. He excelled in the 
Yellow Jackets' run-oriented offense by making the most of every chance he got. 

He caught just 46 passes his breakout junior season, turning those catches into 
1,154 yards and eight TDs. 

Not much changed with Tim Tebow under center early in his Denver career, but 
now he hardly ever faces single coverage anymore, and working two seasons with 
Manning, he said, has turned him into a better, smarter receiver. 

He said Manning told him he'd better figure out how to get open even if he's 
double-covered. 

And he has. 

Right before his first score Sunday, Thomas hauled in a nifty 28-yard over-the-
shoulder catch with a cornerback and safety both bearing down on him. 

Thomas has 55 catches for 793 yards this season and his nine TD receptions are 
tied with teammates Welker and Julius Thomas for tops in the AFC. 

He finished with seven catches for 108 yards against the Chargers, earning him his 
first Player of the Week honor, which came as a surprise to Del Rio, who figured he 
must have had a nice collection of those by now. 

"Really? It does surprise me, because he's had some monster games in the two 
years I've been here," Del Rio said. "Happy for him because he's a heck of a 
football player. He's a good, good man. Doesn't say a lot, just kind of comes in and 
goes to work every day, usually with a smile on his face. Yeah, I'm proud of him." 

From his vantage point as defensive coordinator, Del Rio said he's seen great 
growth in Thomas ever since Manning's arrival in 2012. 



"I've seen him put in the work," Del Rio said. "And he is a horse. I mean, he's a big 
guy that is fast and can catch, and those guys are tough to deal with in this league 
and he's one of the special ones." 



Demaryius Thomas Earns Player of the 
Week
By Stuart Zaas 
DneverBroncos.com 
November 13, 2013 

After catching seven passes for 108 yards and three touchdowns in Denver’s Week 
10 win at San Diego, Demaryius Thomas was named the AFC’s Offensive Player of 
the Week 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. – Wide receiver Demaryius Thomas gets to add a new award to 
his collection this week. 

For the first time in his career, the fourth-year receiver earned the AFC’s Offensive 
Player of the Week after his 108-yard, three-touchdown performance in Denver’s 
Week 10 win at San Diego, the league announced on Wednesday. 

The three touchdowns established a career high for Thomas and matched a 
franchise record that has been accomplished 12 times by nine different players. The 
feat was last accomplished by Shannon Sharpe, who also did so against the 
Chargers, on Nov. 16, 2003. 

“I mean, I asked him, ‘I can’t get one?’” fellow receiver Eric Decker joked. “No, it 
was fun. He’s obviously a beast, so I’m happy he caught everything and made 
some big plays.” 

Thomas’ three touchdowns came in a span of just more than 10 minutes of game 
time. His 11-yard score gave Denver a 14-6 lead, and then he added a 7-yard 
touchdown catch with 13 seconds to play in the half to make the score 21-6. 

His 34-yard touchdown catch-and-run capped the first possession of the second half 
and put Denver on top 28-6. 

Thomas became just the sixth player in the NFL this season to record a 100-yard, 
three-touchdown game. 

He joins fellow Broncos Wes Welker and Julius Thomas atop the AFC leaderboard 
with nine receiving scores on the year. Together, they represent just the third trio 
in NFL history to each record at least nine touchdown receptions in a single season. 

The AFC Offensive Player of the Week award marks the third of the season by a 
Bronco, as quarterback Peyton Manning earned the award in Weeks 1 and 3. It is 
the 51st such honor in team history since the award was initiated in 1984. Thomas 



is the first wide receiver to receive the honor since Brandon Marshall set an NFL 
record with 21 catches at Indianapolis in Week 14 of 2009. 



Demaryius Thomas named AFC Offensive 
Player of the Week 
By Mike Klis 
The Denver Post  
November 13, 2013 

For the first time in his career, Broncos receiver Demaryius Thomas was named 
AFC Offensive Player of the Week. 

They apparently didn’t have this award after the Broncos’ first-round playoff win 
against Pittsburgh to open the 2011 playoffs. 

Anyway, Thomas caught three touchdown passes from Peyton Manning in the 
Broncos’ 28-20 win at San Diego. His most impressive was a bubble screen catch-
and-run for 34 yard score. 

Thomas is sixth in the league with 55 catches, eighth with 793 receiving yards and 
tied for second with 9 touchdowns. Teammates Wes Welker and Julius Thomas also 
have 9 TD catches.  



Just another day for Broncos receiver 
Demaryius Thomas 
By Joan Niesen 
The Denver Post 
November 10, 2013 

SAN DIEGO — When he talks, you move closer to listen. If ears could squint, they 
would. 

He speaks, and it's something approaching the deepest of whispers. It's bashful, 
almost, from this full-grown muscle of a man with giant wings inked across his 
chest. 

Not a half hour after the game of his career, a 28-20 Broncos victory, Demaryius 
Thomas is anything but loud. He leaves loud on the field. Eye black is smeared 
down his cheeks, and he looks every bit the perpetrator of seven catches, three 
touchdowns and 108 receiving yards. Cameras are fighting for his attention, and he 
is the man of the hour in the Broncos' lockerroom. 

Except, of course, that he's a Broncos receiver, and as such, this is just another 
day. Perhaps it's his lucky day. Perhaps it's his best day. But Thomas certainly 
won't make a fuss. 

"Whenever they need to count on me, I try my best to do what I've got to do," 
Thomas said. "They gave me opportunities. They put me in the right spots. I made 
plays."

It sounds like the kind of speech written by a publicist for an occasion like this one, 
but Thomas means it. He's just one of Peyton Manning's dutiful servants, there to 
catch the ball when the quarterback of quarterbacks deigns to call his number. 
Usually, this is more egalitarian. Usually, these touchdowns are split, the disparity 
in yards not quite so gaping. 

Usually, but not Sunday. 

Thomas's three touchdowns - for 11, 7 and 34 yards - marked the first three-
touchdown game of any Broncos receiver this season. It's the first time he's ever 
wrangled so many scores in a game, too, and his 108 yards were good for the 
ninth-most he's logged since entering the NFL in 2010. This was Thomas's day. He 
spent the five minutes after the clock expired shaking hands, mugging, doing 
interviews on the field. He looked every bit the star. 



But then he walked into the locker room, and no more. Asked about the second-
quarter touchdown when he danced around the right pylon, contorting his 230 
pounds like a circus performer, Thomas had no explanation. He wanted to get to 
the end zone, he said, and so he did, no matter the contortion, no matter the 
angle, no matter that physics said he shouldn't. 

But remember: this was not a breakout game, not a plea for more touches, not 
even a reason to earn more balls targeted his way. On another team it might be, 
but not on this one. Next Sunday will be Wes Welker's night, or Eric Decker's, or — 
and this is much more likely — everyone's. Thomas picked up the slack Sunday. 
Next time, someone else will. 

"I'm happy he caught everything," Decker said, laughing, "otherwise I'd have had 
to show up." 

Decker can make these jokes because this is a group of receivers that doesn't fight 
for touches, or gripe over disparity; in fact, there has barely been any disparity. 
Even the Broncos can't quite believe how much of an equal-opportunity passing 
game they've manufactured. 

What they can believe — what they must believe after these first nine games — is 
that among these receivers, there's no shortage of trust. One target is as good as 
another, one set of hands as sure as another. 

Asked what it was like to watch his teammate have a game like Sunday's, how he 
could have possibly held onto all of those passes and squeezed through those 
holes, tight end Julius Thomas — the only other Bronco to score — was quick with 
his response: 

"That's what he does." 

Shrug, laugh. Don't make a fuss. 



Thomas, Bryant Draw Comparisons 

By Mike Morris  
DenverBroncos.com 
October 3, 2013 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Demaryius Thomas and Dez Bryant entered the NFL 
merely minutes apart from one another. 

Selected 22nd and 24th overall, respectively, in the first round of the 2010 
NFL Draft, Thomas and Bryant have both since made names for themselves 
as big-play receivers for the Broncos and Cowboys. 

Since the 2010 season, Thomas and Bryant have combined to haul in 400 
passes for 5,814 yards and 51 touchdowns.

Sunday, however, marks the first meeting between the two receivers in a 
regular-season game – and the inevitable comparisons between the players 
have been drawn throughout the week. 

“They both have great individual talent. They both play with good 
quarterbacks,” cornerback Champ Bailey said. “They’re going to get their 
numbers. They’re both kind of big, speedy receivers. The typical guys that 
are coming out of college these days. They’re pretty close. I like my guy a 
lot, but we’ve got our hands full with (Bryant).” 

Bryant has 223 career receptions – including 23 this season for 282 yards 
and four touchdowns – and while Thomas noted that he has only watched a 
limited amount of Bryant on the field, he quickly recognized the 
explosiveness of the Cowboys receiver.  

“I watch some, not much. From I’ve watched I see he’s explosive,” Thomas 
said. “He’s good at what he does and when he has the ball in his hands he’s 
like a man-child.”

The same applies for Thomas – as teammate Eric Decker pointed out. 

“He’s really matured as a person and as a football player,” Decker said. 
“He’s definitely I think, one of the best, top route-runners in this league. 
He’s explosive. He makes plays – (his) run after catch is unbelievable.” 

Decker had equally strong praise for Bryant. 



“Dez Bryant is a guy that has a lot of potential and is very explosive,” 
Decker added. “Same thing – is very dangerous. And he’s something that 
we’re going to have to make sure that we prepare for, for Sunday, 
defensively and that guys are ready to be all over the field to cover him." 

And while their individual performances will again undoubtedly draw 
comparisons on Sunday, the true matchup of significance for the Broncos is 
the one between Bryant and the Denver defense. 

Cornerback Chris Harris noted that disrupting the connection between Bryant 
and quarterback Tony Romo will be critical to slowing down the Cowboys 
offense. 

“We all know Dez Bryant is a great receiver and we’ve got to match his 
mentality,” Harris said. “We can’t let him get going. That’s the thing about 
him and Romo, they get into a great rhythm and we’ve got to try to keep 
him from getting that rhythm.” 



Thomas Ignites in Second Half 
By Mike Morris 
DenverBroncos.com 
September 6, 2013 

After being limited to just one catch in the first half, Demaryius Thomas ignited in 
the second half of the Broncos' 49-27 win over the Ravens.  

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- By the time Ravens defensive tackle Haloti Ngata and safety 
Matt Elam recognized the screen pass and slid over to try to make a play, it was too 
late. 

Demaryius Thomas was into the open and off to the races, and there was no one 
wearing a Ravens jersey that would catch him. 

Thomas’ 78-yard catch-and-go touchdown from Peyton Manning late in the fourth 
quarter punctuated the Broncos’ 49-27 win over the Ravens on Thursday night, 
giving Manning his record-tying seventh touchdown pass of the game.  

It also provided a definitive reminder of how Thomas’ big-play potential can ignite 
at almost any time. 

After being limited to just one catch for 13 yards in the first half, Thomas erupted 
with a handful of highlights in the second half, finishing the game with five catches 
for 161 yards and a pair of touchdowns. 

After the game, Thomas said his performance was the product of remaining patient, 
trying to free up plays for his teammates and striking when given the opportunity. 

“I guess it was the way they played the defense was how we would play it,” 
Thomas said. “I’m out there to try to get my teammates open if I’ve got to do that. 
It was just whatever happened and I’m good with it. As long as we get the ‘W.’” 

And when those opportunities opened up, Thomas fully exploited them – and also 
fully showcased the spectrum of threats he poses as an offensive playmaker. 

His 34-yard reception early in the third quarter – when he hauled in a Manning 
pass, turned up the field and then suddenly stopped his motion, changed directions 
and faked out a pair defenders in the process – set up the Broncos’ first touchdown 
of the second half. 

Later, in the fourth quarter, Thomas beat Ravens cornerback Corey Graham in one-
on-one coverage and hauled in a rainbow from Manning, scoring a 26-yard 
touchdown that put the Broncos up 42-17.  



And finally, Thomas closed the night out with his 78-yard touchdown – a play that 
he noted he was able to make because he now feels the healthiest that he has in 
years. 

“That was the main thing, just being healthy, showing what I can do," he said. "I’m 
trying to stay healthy and maybe show more.” 

Thomas noted that the sting of last season’s AFC Divisional Round playoff loss to 
the Ravens provided a little extra motivation. 

“It did add a little fire in the belly because (the loss to the Ravens in last season’s 
playoffs) was the last game we really played beside the preseason games,” he said. 
“I told myself that I’d remember this day. Came back, had another chance and took 
care of business.” 

And as for the record-setting performance by his quarterback, Thomas had no 
shortage of admiration for Manning – adding that it was a memorable experience to 
be a part of history. 

“That’s amazing. That’s just Peyton doing what he does best. To be a part of that, I 
feel I made history or something like that,” Thomas chuckled. “It was great, he was 
out there doing what he does best. Guys were getting open and making plays for 
him. It was fun.” 

 



Demaryius Thomas becoming a 

'Juggernaut' for Broncos 

Lindsay H. Jones 

USA Today Sports 

July 28, 2013 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. — Peyton Manning lofted a pass down the left side of the 

Denver Broncos practice field Sunday and barely had to watch it as landed in 

Demaryius Thomas' hands. 

Thomas had split two defensive backs and, though a whistle blew, didn't slow, 

sprinting 30 more yards to the end zone. As he turned around to make his way 

back to the huddle, he turned to a group of observers and smiled. 

"They didn't make that tackle," Thomas said. 

It was the type of play that Thomas made over and over in private workouts this 

spring with an elite group of NFL wide receivers, including Calvin Johnson and A.J. 

Green. 

"I want to be one of those guys that isn't forgotten once I'm done. That's my main 

thing," Thomas told USA TODAY Sports. 

Wide receivers, perhaps more than players at other positions, make their mark 

through statistics. Yet Thomas is preparing for the possibility that his individual 

numbers might go down in 2013 from the 94 catches and 1,434 yards and 10 

touchdowns he recorded last season. 

This is Thomas' new challenge in Denver, balancing the desire to become one of the 

game's elite wide receivers while sharing an offensive huddle with other big-name 

talents in Wes Welker and Eric Decker. 

Welker, the newest of the bunch, has a strong career résumé and five 100-catch 

seasons in the last six years. Decker, the fan favorite and heartthrob whose reality 

television show with his new wife debuts on E! next month, was Manning's favorite 

red-zone target last year. 

But Thomas is the true No.1 receiver, the one with the best combination of size (6-

3 and 229 pounds), power to throw a vicious stiff-arm and speed to outrun just 

about any NFL defensive back.  

Denver's coaches are confident there isn't a diva in the bunch. 



Offensive coordinator Adam Gase said Thomas and Decker showed unselfishness as 

they quietly worked through injuries as rookies in 2010, and especially in 2011 

when they were thrust into a run-oriented offense when the Broncos switched to 

Tim Tebow at quarterback. 

Thomas, who played in a triple-option offense at Georgia Tech, was particularly 

helpful as the Broncos ran so much with Tebow. He frequently brought ideas, not 

complaints, to offensive meetings. 

"It was things like, if we do this, I think I can get open," Gase said. "And they were 

great suggestions." 

It worked. No receiver other than Johnson was as productive as Thomas in the final 

month of 2011, when Thomas finally had recovered from the torn Achilles tendon 

suffered in February. And then came the Broncos' wild-card playoff game against 

the Pittsburgh Steelers on Jan.8, 2012, when Thomas made one of the most 

memorable plays in NFL postseason history. 

On the first play of overtime, he caught a short slant pass from Tebow, cut up field 

and to the other sideline, out-running the Steelers' defense to the end zone. 

"You just saw the explosiveness, and his ability – at that size – to just pull away 

from people," Gase said. 

Gase coached quarterbacks for Detroit in 2007 when the Lions used the No.2 draft 

pick on Johnson. He whole-heartedly approves of his new star pupil spending his 

offseason training with Johnson. As Thomas develops as a route-runner (he had a 

limited base to work with when he arrived from Georgia Tech) Gase hopes other 

parts of Johnson's game are rubbing off on Thomas. 

"The one thing from my experience around Calvin was just how he had the 

confidence to just go and get the ball," Gase said. "That's the one thing I'm sure 

(Thomas) is trying to work on, stretching the field and just being able to attack the 

ball. It's not an easy thing to do. You've got a guy draped on you and you're trying 

to catch while running full-speed. It's one thing you've got to develop and fight 

through some of the frustrations so that can happen." 

Thomas was a redshirt freshman at Georgia Tech in 2006 when Johnson was in his 

final collegiate season. Thomas was the tag-along kid brother who watched 

everything Johnson did, and then tried to do the same. 

"I'm trying to be better than him, and I'm trying to get where he's at, because I 

feel like he's the best in the game," Thomas said. 



Seven years later, it hasn't changed all that much, though Thomas has certainly 

begun to close the gap between him and his mentor. 

"Him, A.J. (Green), the guys we work out, those guys are trying to come get me, 

trying to be the top in the league, as they should," Johnson said last week about 

Thomas. 

While working out in Atlanta and Los Angeles, where he caught passes from New 

York Jets' quarterback Mark Sanchez and went through cardio sessions on the 

beach, Thomas dropped nearly nine pounds and weighed in at 226 pounds when he 

arrived for training camp. He's hoping to play at 222 pounds this season, and said 

he already feels faster. 

His teammates notice a difference. 

"When he goes out here to work, you would think he had never made a catch in his 

life, or he's a free agent or something," said teammate Andre Caldwell. "He's a big 

guy, but has the speed of a little guy, and when he gets the ball, we call him 

'Juggernaut' (based on the X-Men character) because he can't be tackled."  

 



Thomas: 'It's Going to be Hard for Guys 
to Stop Us' 

This offseason, Demaryius Thomas has worked out with his offensive teammates as 
well as other Pro Bowl wide receivers, looking to build on a career year. 

 
Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

Apr 16, 2013 
 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Eleven months ago, wide receiver Demaryius Thomas made 
it known he was preparing for his 'best year yet.' 

 

Fast forward to January, and Thomas had done just that. In his third NFL season, 
Thomas' catches, yards and touchdowns had all nearly tripled from 2011. 

 

He ranked in the top 10 in the league in receiving yards, receptions, receiving 

average, touchdowns and 25-plus-yard catches in 2012 en route to his first Pro 
Bowl trip. 

 

Teamed with Eric Decker, Thomas was part of the NFL's third-ranked receiving duo 

with 2,498 combined yards. The two also led the league with 23 combined 
touchdown catches and became the first Broncos 1,000-yard receiving tandem 

since 2004. 

 

"Both of those guys have excellent work ethics, which I appreciate and I really felt 
like we got the most out of the time we got together last year as we could," 

quarterback Peyton Manning said. "But we’re hoping that we can be better this 
year. I know those guys are excited to be better players this year than they were 

last year." 

 

That desire to improve was obvious from Thomas when he took the podium on the 
first day of the club's offseason conditioning program Monday. 

 

For the second consecutive offseason, he returned to his alma mater, Georgia Tech, 
to work with fellow Pro Bowl receivers. The goal remained the same -- to make one 
another better. 

 

"It was me, (Detroit WR) Calvin Johnson, (Cincinnati WR) A.J. Green, (Broncos WR) 
Andre Caldwell came, there were a couple of other guys that played defense, stuff 

like that," Thomas said. "I think it's just -- all we're doing is competing and trying 



to make each other better. I feel like every day we came in and tried to make each 
other better, and I think it will pay off." 

 

The idea, Thomas said, is to learn what other elite NFL receivers are doing so that 
he can add some of their skill sets to his game. 

 

Not that he feels he needs to "catch up" to Johnson and Green's level. 

 

"I ain't going to say, 'catch up,' because I feel like I can do some of the things they 
do," he smiled. "It's just that they had a couple of (better) years, and I had some 

down years because I was hurt." 

 

When asked if he feels like he can compete on their level, he said, simply, "Yeah, I 
do." 

 

Thomas recognized that his success has as much do with his timing with Manning 
as his own talent, so he didn't hesitate to accept an offer to train for a few days in 
early April at Duke University with Manning, Decker and newcomer Wes Welker. 

 

Manning and his three receivers threw together in five workouts over a three-day 
span. 

 

"It was really good work with Wes and Eric and Demaryius," Manning said. "Those 

guys came down and worked hard and I really appreciated that.” 

 

Thomas called it "a good start" toward picking up where he and his quarterback left 

off in a season that saw the Broncos earn the AFC's No. 1 seed. 

 

And with the addition of Welker, he feels the only way to go is up. 

 

"I knew when he was coming in that I would probably get more one-on-one 

coverage, so I was kind of excited, actually, because with that guy, Decker and two 
great tight ends, it's going to be hard to double-team somebody," he said. 

 

"We had to go at a certain pace last year because of the new offense, new players, 

and I think if we get the timing down and the offense speeds up, it's going to be 
hard for guys to stop us." 

 



Broncos wideouts blossom trying to 

keep up with Manning 
 
Lindsay Jones 

USA TODAY Sports 
January 9, 2013 

 
ENGLEWOOD, Colo. – Demaryius Thomas got a warning early in Denver's 
first game against Baltimore that the Ravens would be coming after him. 

 

But it came from an unlikely source. 

 

Thomas said Baltimore coach John Harbaugh told him to "buckle your chin 

strap, I don't want you to get injured," early in Denver's 34-17 win against 
the Ravens on Dec. 16. 

 

So, Thomas fired back, right? 

 

Nope. 

"I just buckled it," Thomas said, laughing. 

 

Thomas had only four catches for 13 yards in that game, but his teammate 
Eric Decker had eight catches for 133 yards, mostly when matched up 

against Baltimore corner Cary Williams. Those battles grew quite heated.  

 

"Oh yeah. I saw it when we were watching film," Thomas said. "I think 

Decker got in his head. He's a good corner, but when he gets beat a couple 
of times, he gets frustrated and tries to take it out of people." 

 

Thomas said he learned in that first game against the Ravens that their 

defensive backs play "right up to the whistle."  

 

"Almost past it," he said. 

 

Decker's big day against Williams helped him to his 13-touchdown season. 
That was three more touchdowns and Thomas, though Thomas did lead the 

Broncos in catches and yards. Yes, the two receivers were keeping track. 

 

Thomas and Decker were drafted together in 2010, Thomas at No. 22 and 
Decker in the third round, and they were roommates as rookies. Thomas said 

they have always competed, but never more so than this year as they 
challenged each other to improve in their first season playing with Peyton 

Manning. 

 



"Peyton came here for a reason, and we didn't want to make him look bad, 
and we didn't want to look bad," Thomas said. "He's one of the best 

quarterbacks ever." 

 

Decker had a head start by spending his offseason in Denver, which meant 

extra work with Manning on local high school fields before the official start of 
the Broncos' offseason program. Thomas was in Atlanta working out with 

former college teammates, a group that included Calvin Johnson, and 
recovering from surgery to remove pins from the pinky finger he broke in 
September 2011. 

 

Thomas would receive messages from Decker about what it was like to work 
out with Manning. 

 

"Decker was telling me, 'He's got me running so many routes,' and I was 
like, 'Whoa.' I knew I had to catch him," Thomas said. 

 

Once voluntary workouts began in April, the Broncos coaching staff sent 
Thomas and Decker, among others, home with iPads and notebooks full of 
information about what the Broncos' new offense would look like. Much of the 

language was the same from what they knew while playing with previous 
quarterbacks Kyle Orton and Tim Tebow, but the tempo, the route tree, not 

to mention the demands of their quarterback, would be different. 

 

"We're going to do as much as the quarterback can do and everyone else has 
to keep up," offensive coordinator Mike McCoy said. "If you don't get in your 

books when you leave this facility, take work home, study -- we have plenty 
of cutups on what we're going to be doing here in the future -- you're going 

to be left behind." 

 

Neither did. Thomas finished fourth in the NFL in receiving yards (1,434) and 

led the Broncos in catches (94), while Decker's 13 touchdowns were second 
to only Green Bay's James Jones. Decker had 1,064 yards, and the duo 
trailed only Atlanta's Julio Jones and Roddy White and Detroit's Calvin 

Johnson and tight end Brandon Pettigrew for production by a pair of 
receivers.  

 

"We compete each week to try to be what (Manning) wants us to be, and 
we've gotten better every week," Thomas said.  

  



Broncos' Demaryius Thomas returns 

home to Georgia as emerging star WR 

Mike Klis 

The Denver Post 

September 17, 2012 

 
ATLANTA — Demaryius Thomas was hoping the Broncos' transportation system 
would arrive here in his college hometown early enough Sunday so he could order 

out Gladys Knight's chicken and waffles. 

"They've got this smothered chicken that is banging," Thomas said. "Chicken and 
rice. Cornbread." 

What he's not likely to order is a bushel of peas. The Broncos' most dangerous 

receiver grew up about a two-hour drive from here in the Georgia country town of 
Montrose. 

"Super country," he said. "We'd stand on dirt roads. Had our own fields. We had 

pea fields, cornfields. Planting tomatoes, collard greens. We had cows around. We 
had cotton fields around." 

When the Broncos play the Atlanta Falcons on Monday night at the Georgia Dome, 

Thomas will show the home folks — particularly his 35 to 40 relatives and friends 
who will attend the game — how far he has come since he was here. Starting when 
Thomas was a high school freshman, and on through his graduation to the Georgia 

Tech campus in downtown Atlanta, the aunt and uncle who raised him, Shirley and 
James Brown, would make their nephew get up every Saturday at 6 a.m. to pick 

peas or pull corn. 

"We'd make a couple bucks," Thomas said. "We'd get $3.50 a bushel. A bushel is a 
lot of peas. You know how many peas you have to pick to fill a bushel? We would 

work from 6 to 2, then I'd have to go home and cut the yard." 

After four years at Georgia Tech, a football program that runs the option offense 
yet is uncanny in its production of top-tier Sunday league receivers, Thomas 
became the first of the Broncos' first-round draft picks in 2010. 

Vikings game serves notice 

It took all of Thomas' rookie year and most of his second before he started playing 
to his first-round potential. 

And then, starting with a Dec. 4 game at Minnesota last season, Thomas began 
rivaling Calvin Johnson as the league's top receiver. Thomas was the game's No. 1 



star in the Broncos' 35-32 defeat of the Vikings that day as he had four catches for 
144 yards and two touchdowns. That 36.0-yard average was astounding until he 

averaged 51.0 yards on four catches — including an 80-yard touchdown snag-and-
run on the first play of overtime that will go down in the film archives of Broncos 

history — to beat the Pittsburgh Steelers in a first-round playoff game.  

From that Vikings game in 2011 until the 2012 season opener last Sunday against 
the Steelers, Thomas' 855 receiving yards in eight games rank third among NFL 

receivers behind the New York Giants' Victor Cruz (906 in 10 games) and Detroit's 
Johnson, a fellow Georgia Tech product who had 980 yards in that span (in seven 
games). 

"As a defensive coach, when he gets the ball in his hands, you've got to hold your 

breath because he can break tackles," said Atlanta Falcons coach Mike Smith, who 
often watched Thomas play in his backyard in college. "He's got a great stiff-arm 

and he's got outstanding long speed, as evidenced by the way he ran on the quick 
screen in the game Sunday night." 

The 6-foot-3, 230-pound Thomas used his stiff-arm weapon to strong-arm Steelers 
cornerback Ike Taylor on that 80-yard game-winner in last season's playoffs, a play 

he topped off by outrunning the angle of safety Ryan Mundy. New season, Thomas 
turned a Peyton Manning screen pass into a 71-yard touchdown that keyed the 

Broncos' 31-19 win last week. 

Thomas also had receptions of 42, 41 and 40 yards in the Vikings game. He is 
strong to go over the middle and catch the ball in tight coverage, and fast enough 

for the big play.  

"His size is pretty rare for any receiver, and when you add that kind of speed to it, 
you saw that touchdown the other day," Manning said. "That could have been an 
intermediate gain for a lot of guys, but he turned on the jets and took it for 71 

yards. I think the needle's pointing up." 

For too long in Thomas' first two seasons with the Broncos, his needle laid inert. It 
wasn't so much he figured out the NFL and started to click eight games ago. The 

difference was as simple as playing. 

"I think it was me being all the way healthy," he said. "And also once I learned the 
plays and was able to get outside (the training room) and get reps, I think I was 

able to play faster. When I'm not on the field and not in game shape and thinking 
about what I've got to do, I'm not as explosive as I should be. Now I'm in the right 
place and can get more balls." 

String of injuries 

Not surprisingly, good health, not stats, is Thomas' goal in 2012. Stay healthy and 
the stats will be there. He was hurt so many times early in his Broncos career, and 
he was hurt before they even drafted him. He suffered a broken fifth metatarsal in 



his foot while training for the NFL scouting combine in 2010, yet Broncos coach 
Josh McDaniels took him in the first round anyway. Thomas later missed games 

because of an ankle injury, a torn Achilles and a broken pinkie. 

Often when athletes suffer a string of injuries, the first one leads to others. 

"I think I tried to come back too fast," he said. "I had an injury, got heavy, then I 
tried to work out too fast and I just wasn't ready." 

He's more than just ready now. Almost from the instant he got healthy, Thomas 

started dominating NFL games by the bushel. 

  



Thomas Takes Home ESPY 

By Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 

July 12, 2012  
 

On Wednesday night, Demaryius Thomas’ 80-yard touchdown against the 
Pittsburgh Steelers won the “Best Moment” honor at the 2012 ESPY Awards in Los 
Angeles. 

The winning moment came on the first play of overtime. Thomas caught a pass 

from quarterback Tim Tebow, stiff-armed Steelers cornerback Ike Taylor and 
sprinted upfield for an 80-yard, game-winning touchdown. 

Tebow and Thomas both took the stage to accept the award. Other nominees 

included Bubba Watson’s win in a playoff in the Masters, the Tampa Bay Rays 
making the playoffs on the last day of the season and Derek Jeter’s quest for his 
3,000th hit. 

Thomas’ helmet from the Wild Card playoff game is currently in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame. Relive the game-winning play here. 

http://espn.go.com/espn/story/_/id/8158208/lebron-james-justin-verlander-robert-griffin-iii-espy-nominees
http://blog.denverbroncos.com/denverbroncos/thomas-helmet-preserved-in-hof/
http://blog.denverbroncos.com/denverbroncos/thomas-helmet-preserved-in-hof/
http://www.denverbroncos.com/multimedia/videos/Tebow-to-Thomas-wins-it-for-Broncos/d9e62604-2754-4ea4-9d95-bee37a01e642


Demaryius Thomas soaks up life with 

Peyton Manning 
 

By Dan Hanzus 
NFL.com 
July 10, 2012 

CULVER CITY, Calif. -- Imagine you're Demaryius Thomas. It's March and you're 
watching along with the rest of America as Peyton Manning plays the belle of the 
ball in free agency. 

 
If Manning picks the Denver Broncos, you have a golden opportunity to become a 
very rich, very famous wide receiver. The consolation prize? Likely another season 

with Tim Tebow and an offense that prays at the altar of the run. 
 

Thomas -- in an interview with Around The League at NFL.com headquarters -- 
knew the stakes were high as he followed the chase. 
 

"When it got down to two teams, us and San Francisco, that's when I really started 
watching," Thomas said. "I was actually playing it like I was him. Looking at the 

good receivers on that team and this team. The offensive line, defense. I saw it 
like, 'He wants to go to a place that can win a championship. He's been in the 
league a while now and is coming off that injury.' " 

 
Manning chose the Denver Broncos, of course, much to Thomas' glee. The receiver 

recalled being nervous the first time he met the quarterback. 
 

"Future Hall of Famer, first day on the field, I've got to do everything correct," he 
said. "That's going to take some time. I've got to get better and better because if 
you mess up he'll be on you." 

 
I asked him about Tebow. Thomas made some comments during a radio interview 

in April that made it clear he won't miss playing with his former teammate, now 
with the New York Jets. 
 

"Everybody praise up to Tim, everybody loves Tim. He's a great guy, great football 
player," Thomas said, choosing his words carefully. "The only thing I can say is it 

was fun while it lasted. He helped my career out, that was my best year since I've 
been in the league." 
 

But now it's about Peyton Manning. Thomas said Manning has repeatedly told him 
he's "the biggest and fastest wide receiver he's ever thrown to." Fantasy owners 
take note: This could be an explosive pairing. 

 

http://www.nfl.com/players/demaryiusthomas/profile?id=THO095855
http://www.nfl.com/players/peytonmanning/profile?id=MAN515097
http://www.nfl.com/teams/denverbroncos/profile?team=DEN
http://www.nfl.com/players/timtebow/profile?id=TEB603856
http://www.nfl.com/goto?id=09000d5d82a317c7
http://www.nfl.com/goto?id=09000d5d828421b6
http://www.nfl.com/teams/newyorkjets/profile?team=NYJ


Demaryius Thomas on Peyton Manning, 
Georgia Tech 
 

By Ken Sugiura  
The Atlanta Journal-Constitution  
June 27, 2012 

On Wednesday morning in Sandy Springs, Denver Broncos wide receiver and 
former Georgia Tech star Demaryius Thomas seemed to be enjoying football camp 

as much as the campers. At the New Era Football Camp at Mount Vernon 
Presbyterian School, Thomas, one of several NFL players in attendance, threw 
passes, defended wide receivers half his size, signed autographs and horsed 

around. 

Thomas broke out in a Denver playoff win over Pittsburgh in January, catching an 

80-yard touchdown pass on the first play of overtime to beat the Steelers. Earlier 
this month, he completed offseason team workouts in Denver with new quarterback 
Peyton Manning. Thomas is understandably eager for this new phase of his career. 

Thomas spoke with The Atlanta Journal-Constitution about his new teammate, his 
hopes for the season and his tangle with the NCAA while at Tech. Questions and 

answers were edited for clarity and length. 

Q: What's a message you try to give kids at camps like this? 

A: My main thing I tell kids, no matter what you do, if it's football, if it's just going 

to school to get your education, the only person that can stop you is yourself. If 
you go out and work hard and you just keep your mind to what you're going to do, 

you can do it. 

Q: How has your success last season impacted your offseason and your 

outlook? 

A: It was a big [factor], to go from where I'd come from, because I played well in 
college, but then when I went to the NFL, I was injured both years. To finally have 

a decent year and to show some people what I could do, it was exciting. ... I feel 
good right now. I'm looking forward to the season. I'm looking forward to working 

with my teammates, my new quarterback. I'm just excited. 

Q: How will being healthy in the offseason affect your upcoming season? 

A: I think it's a big part for helping me this season because I can actually get out 

there and run the routes and see the defenses instead of just watching film. I can 
actually get out there and get the reps and get the timing down. I think that's going 

to be a big part of my season. 

Q: Where were you when heard that Peyton Manning had signed? 



A: I was back in Georgia. I was in Atlanta. When I heard the talk about it, I never 
thought it was going to be true, but once I found out, I was excited, but I was 

nervous at the same time. 

Q: Why were you nervous? 

A: That's a Hall of Famer. He didn't pick a team just to go to a team. He wants to 
win a championship. That puts pressure on certain people. I want to win one, too, 
but he's been in the league awhile. He's come [to Denver] to win one soon. We're 

going to work hard together, and hopefully we can get that goal. 

Q: What have your impressions been? 

A: Great guy. A leader. All about football. When it's time for football, [he is] all 
about football. I think he's one of the biggest leaders I've seen since I've been 
playing. 

Q: I've read he's been pretty tough on you in your work together. 

A: He's tough on everybody. He's just wanting the right thing, wanting the right 

timing. I've never been around a quarterback like that. He said he's never been 
around a receiver like me, but he's had a lot [of receivers]. We're just trying to get 
on the same page before the season starts. 

I think he's trying to get better, get on the same timing and he's trying to get me 
better, get in shape and get ready for the season and get the routes down, get the 

calls down. We might do some extra stuff, but I think it's helping both of us in the 
long run. 

Q: What do you think about the Monday night game against the Falcons at 
the Georgia Dome? 

A: I'm ready to play the Falcons. I'm just ready to come back home to get a chance 

to play in front of my family and some of my fans I've got back in Georgia. 

Q: What do you make about what happened with the NCAA? (Tech was put 

on probation and stripped of its 2009 ACC title because of findings 
stemming back to Thomas accepting clothes from what the NCAA 
determined was a friend of a sports-agency employee.) 

A: I don't even think about it. it wasn't a big deal to me. I guess they felt like it was 
a bad thing for Tech and a bad thing I did, but it wasn't anything, really. 

Q: Do you have any regrets about it? 

A: No. I didn't do anything illegal. 

Q: What did you learn at Tech that prepared you for the NFL? 

http://g.ajc.com/r/Cv/


A: Nothing's easy. Tech is hard, and you had to get your grades to be on the field. 
That's the main thing. 

Q: A lot has been made about how, because of the offense, it's hard for a 
receiver to get to the NFL from Tech. What would you say to a high school 

wide receiver considering Tech? 

A: It's not hard. I got drafted first round. Stephen Hill got drafted second round. 
It's all about the 'want to.' If you go there and do what you've got to do, you'll get 

your chances, basically. 

  



Denver Broncos wide receiver Demaryius 
Thomas appears to be all caught up 

By Lindsay H. Jones 

The Denver Post 
December 31, 2011 

It may have taken awhile, but wide receiver Demaryius Thomas is trying to prove 

to the Broncos that he was worth waiting for. 

For the Broncos' sake — and for Thomas' — all are hoping his last four games are 
indicative of good things to come for the former first-round draft pick. 

Today against the Chiefs, Thomas will play in his 21st game of an NFL career that 

has been marred by injuries. But he has had a four-game stretch as one of the 
most productive receivers in the league. Thomas and Detroit wideout Calvin 
Johnson — teammates at Georgia Tech in 2006 — tied for the league's most yards 

receiving in December with 414. Each scored three December touchdowns. 

Fully recovered from the Achilles tendon injury that kept him out of training camp, 
and the broken finger that kept him off the field for the first five weeks of the 

regular season, Thomas said he's still learning how to reach his potential. 

Q: What have you learned about yourself after going through so many injuries early 
in your pro career? 

A: Coming back from an Achilles, and being able to play this year, I feel like I 

learned a lot about being patient and doing the right things to take care of my 
body. 

Q: What was the hardest part of the rehab process from the Achilles tendon injury? 

A: Most of the time, I had to be patient. I had to wait eight weeks before I really 

could do anything again. I was doing things like soft-tissue massages after four 
weeks; little things just trying to get some movement. When I was doing 
treatment, it felt so bad. But days down the road, I felt so good. 

Q: After your breakout game against Minnesota a few weeks ago, you talked about 

wanting to consistently have performances like that. What did you do in December 
to put together back-to-back strong games? 

A: Coach (John) Fox says, "Every day you practice is how you want to play." I try 

to practice hard every week, so when I get a chance to go in the game I play hard. 
If I get a chance to make a play on the ball, I take advantage of it. 



Q: It's the end of your second pro season. Are you starting to feel like a veteran 
yet? 

A: I'm not going to say that, because I didn't play a lot last year, didn't start at all. 

I feel like I'm young, still, and I still learn a lot from Eddie Royal and Matt Willis. 
Whatever happens, come next year I will be a better receiver because I've been 

learning defenses and learning what to do, how to beat this guy. 

Q: How have you changed from last season? 

A: I study so much. We do it different from last year. This year we have players-
only time to watch film and then we have meetings here. After those, I might go 

home and look at some of the stuff I messed up in practice and watch more of the 
defense and the corners and how they play. 

Q: Are you looking forward to having a normal offseason, after the injuries before 

the 2010 draft and last season? 

A: I'm not doing anything in the month of February. That's when I hurt my foot and 
my Achilles. 

Editor's note 

Each Sunday throughout the season, The Denver Post's Broncos reporters help 

readers get to know the players on a more personal level. 

About Demaryius Thomas 

Position: Wide receiver 

Height: 6-foot-3 

Weight: 229 pounds 

NFL experience: Second season 

Drafted: No. 22 overall, 2010 

College: Georgia Tech 

2011 stats: 10 games, 29 catches for 517 yards and four touchdowns 

 

 
 
 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_19654105


Denver Broncos wide receiver Demaryius 

Thomas prefers bust out over being "that 
bust" 

By Jeff Legwold  

The Denver Post 

October 19, 2011 

 

For plenty of folks, the April day in 2010 when the Broncos used the 25th pick in 

the NFL draft to select Tim Tebow was a watershed moment, the first page of what 

will become Tebow's story as a professional quarterback. 

But Tebow wasn't the first player the Broncos drafted that day. 

Three picks before taking Tebow, the Broncos selected a player they had placed 

higher on their draft board than the Heisman Trophy winner from Florida. 

Demaryius Thomas, a wide receiver from Georgia Tech, was drafted No. 22 overall. 

"I still want to be that guy," Thomas said Monday. "I think I'm ready to be that guy. 

I've been saying this, but this is the healthiest I've been, right now, since I've been 

in the league." 

Thomas' career numbers with the Broncos — 10 games, two starts, 22 catches — 

pale in comparison with the time he has spent recovering from foot, ankle, Achilles 

tendon and hand injuries along with a concussion. 

The Broncos traded Brandon Lloyd, a wide receiver coming off a Pro Bowl season, 
to the Rams on Monday in part because they believe the 6-foot-3, 229-pound 

Thomas is ready to make an impact. This despite Thomas appearing in few 

practices this season and no games because of his Achilles tendon and hand 

injuries. 

No one has been more frustrated by all those trips to doctor offices and to the 

Broncos' training room than Thomas, who is looking forward — again — to an 

opportunity to live up to his promise. 

"I've been stressing, really, feeling that frustration, that I could have been cut," 

Thomas said. "I was worried about that, actually. I don't want to be that guy they 
say that's injury prone. I've already had three injuries since I've been in the league 

that set me back. 

"I don't want to get here and be that bust. I told my mother this and I told my 

family this. I told them I was going to be the guy who had success. I just want to 

stick to what I say." 

mailto:jlegwold@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:%20Denver%20Broncos%20wide%20receiver%20Demaryius%20Thomas%20prefers%20bust%20out%20over%20being%20''that%20bust''
mailto:jlegwold@denverpost.com?subject=The%20Denver%20Post:%20Denver%20Broncos%20wide%20receiver%20Demaryius%20Thomas%20prefers%20bust%20out%20over%20being%20''that%20bust''
http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_19143976


This is the second time this season that Thomas, 23, has been poised to play. He 

had a quick return from Achilles tendon surgery after suffering the injury during an 

offseason workout in Atlanta. But then he fractured a finger during a midweek 
practice. He still has a plate and three screws in his left hand to repair the break so 

he can play.  

Thomas didn't have much practice time before the Broncos' bye week. But they saw 

enough from Thomas to trade Lloyd to the Rams and still call wide receiver a 

position of strength entering Sunday's game against the Dolphins in Miami. 

"He has size, speed, strength, a lot of the things you look for," Broncos coach John 

Fox said of Thomas. "That's probably why he was selected as high as he was, and 

we're looking forward to getting him back." 

Thomas' biggest challenge — route running — hasn't changed since his rookie year. 

After playing in an option offense at Georgia Tech, he was considered to be a two-

route receiver by NFL scouts entering the 2010 draft. 

Having missed so much practice time, including most of two training camps, 

Thomas hasn't been able to expand that portfolio much. 

"He's just got to get back in football shape," Broncos cornerback Champ Bailey 
said. "It's just staying healthy, getting in shape. But he's going to be a tough 

matchup with that size if he can stay on the field." 

Said Thomas: "I'm just so excited, just ready to get back on that field. There were 

some moments when I was really frustrated with everything. But I just kept my eye 

on the prize and kept going. I'm not going to be timid or scared. I'm going to go 

out there and help as much as I can." 

  

http://www.denverpost.com/broncos/ci_19143976


Broncos unveil top pick Thomas, defeat 
Seahawks 31-14 

By Mike Klis  
The Denver Post 
September 20, 2010 

Introducing the first-round pick not named Tim Tebow. The other guy. The guy the 
Broncos drafted ahead of Tebow. 

Credit Tebow for helping set up the Broncos' much-needed 31-14 victory Sunday 
against Seattle in one of the hottest home openers in Denver history. 

With all the hype surrounding Tebow, the Broncos could keep their weapon secret 
until that athlete was ready to play. He's the guy who introduced himself on a 91-
degree afternoon Sunday at Invesco Field at Mile High. 

Demaryius Thomas. 

"He's not a secret, though," Broncos coach Josh McDaniels said as he walked out of 
the victorious home locker room. "I understand he's a secret to you guys. But he's 
one of a lot of guys we have." 

The Broncos  

were up 14-0 against the mistake-prone Seahawks but far from satisfied. With a 
little more than three minutes before halftime, Mc- Daniels decided to unleash his 
special talent. Not Tebow, the acclaimed quarterback taken with the No. 25 overall 
pick, but Thomas, who was taken with far less fanfare at No. 22.  

When drafted, Thomas was considered a raw receiver with great potential and a 
broken foot. 

Today, Thomas' greatest challenge will be coming up with an encore after he made 
eight catches for 97 yards and a touchdown in his NFL debut. 

"We thought he would (play)," Seahawks cornerback Marcus Trufant said. "But at 
the same time, you are going up against him blind. He's a big- time athlete. With 
his size, he presents matchup problems. He came out and did some good things. 
You can't take anything away from him." 

It all started with 3:19 left in the first half. Replacing Brandon Lloyd at the split 
right end position, Thomas caught a receiver screen on third-and- 14 and bolted 
upfield for an 18-yard gain. On the next play, Thomas caught a 20-yard pass on an 
in route. 



Pure speed on one play. All 6-feet-3, 229 pounds of physical specimen on the next. 

"We had a couple of plays designed where we wanted to get the ball in his hands," 
said Broncos quarterback Kyle Orton, who has passed for 602 yards and three 
touchdowns in two games. "But you get hot, you keep feeding him the ball."  

The former Georgia Tech go-route receiver caught four passes for 56 yards on that 
one drive, which ended with a short field goal by Matt Prater just before the half. 

Wasn't Thomas' weakness supposed to be running routes? 

"I've been working on it a lot," he said. "I feel like I'm decent at running routes. It 
paid off today." 

Thomas went back to the bench until late in the third quarter. One more drive 
produced four more catches. This time it ended with Thomas catching Orton's 
beautifully thrown 21-yard TD pass down the left sideline. 

Lloyd got his catches, too, as did Eddie Royal. But with eight catches over two 
drives, it almost seemed like Thomas played the role of designated receiver. 

"I wasn't surprised. I knew I was going to get a couple catches," Thomas said. "I 
just didn't know how many." 

Godspeed, Brandon Marshall. The Broncos' former go-to receiver is now playing for 
the 2-0 Miami Dolphins. 

But if anything was learned from Game 2 of the Broncos' first season without 
Marshall, it's that everybody is replaceable. 

One of the differences between Marshall and Thomas was evident on the new guy's 
first catch. Marshall's tendency once he caught the ball was to run east and west, or 
sideline to sideline. Thomas  sprinted directly toward the end zone.  

"He knows how to run once he catches the ball," Lloyd said. 

"I think you saw a little bit of what we think he can be," McDaniels said. "The last 
play, they got up there to jam him, and he just kind of shrugged the guy off." 

Tebow, meanwhile, didn't take a snap. The ballyhooed Tebow Package was kept 
under wraps. Maybe that made it easier for the Broncos to spring Thomas on the 
NFL.

A player like this is only a secret once. 



Broncos rookie receiver Demaryius Thomas 
has run a tough route to success 

By Lindsay H. Jones 
The Denver Post 
July 25, 2010 
 
Demaryius Thomas, the Broncos' first-round draft pick, is proud of the choices he's 
made. (Jenni Girtman, Special to The Denver Post ) 

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. — Demaryius Thomas propped his left arm up on the table to 
rest his head on his large hand, and as he did, a new tattoo on the inside of his 
biceps peeked out from underneath the sleeve of his gray Denver Broncos T-shirt. 

Thomas — the Broncos' No. 1 draft pick this year and the receiver the team hopes 
will make Denver fans forget about Brandon Marshall — was a celebrity at the 
Federal Correctional Institution, a low-security women's prison in Tallahassee, Fla. 

Inmates shouted out his name across the visitors room, and Thomas signed 
autographs. 

But the thing Katina Smith kept focusing on was that ink on Thomas' arm.  

"You got another tattoo!" she said. 

Thomas pulled both sleeves of his shirt up to reveal to his mother the full creation: 
The word "Family" on the inside of his right biceps and "First" on the inside of the 
left, joining about 10 other tattoos that cover his arms and chest.  

"You've got to slow down with the tattoos," Smith said. 

It had been nearly a year since the two had seen each other, since Demaryius was 
last able to make the nearly four-hour trip, take off his shoes to go through the 
metal detector and walk through a series of heavy metal doors to see his mother 
and his grandmother, Minnie Pearl Thomas. Both women have been housed here 
since 2000, when they were convicted of trafficking cocaine. 

They have been incarcerated for half of his life.  

"I know it has been hard for him. He's the one who holds everything inside," Smith 
said in an interview at the prison three days later. "But at the same time, it has 
given him the strength to go on and be better than the example I set for him." 

Thomas has been here only five times, including the most recent visit July 9. He 
has seen his mother each time, but this latest visit marked the first time he had 



seen his grandmother in 11 years. He was just a boy, then. Now he is 6-foot-3 and 
229 pounds, a grown man, nearly a millionaire and on the verge of NFL stardom. 

The trio sat around the table for three hours, playing the card game Tonk and tic-
tac-toe, talking about family and football, and the new life Demaryius is about to 
embark on, with Broncos training camp starting this week. They laughed loudly and 
deeply, and the women flashed their identical smiles. They couldn't remember 
seeing Demaryius so happy. 

As they talked, Minnie Thomas kept leaning over to touch her grandson and to grab 
onto the Broncos shirt and blue Broncos warm-up pants he wore. The NFL gear 
somehow made it all seem more real, a tangible sign that yes, Demaryius, the child 
they nicknamed Bay Bay when he was an infant, had turned out just fine. 

"I'm happy to see them, but it's emotional," he said. "It has gotten a little easier 
because we talk a lot on the phone. But it was real hard when I was young. As I get 
older, it is different." 

School first 

Demaryius Thomas and his two younger half sisters were fast asleep on March 15, 
1999, when police officers burst into their mother's house in Montrose, Ga.  

The officers were shouting, Thomas remembered, ordering his mother and 
stepfather out of bed. Smith was panicked, but she asked the officers if she could 
at least get her children ready for school like normal before they took her to jail. 
She helped the children get dressed, fed them breakfast, packed their backpacks 
and went outside to wait with them for the bus. 

"I hugged them and said, 'I'll see you when I get back,' and told them, 'I love you,' 
" Smith said, dropping her head. "But I never came back." 

His grandmother was arrested the same day, and both women were charged in 
federal court with conspiracy to possess with intent to distribute cocaine and 
cocaine base. 

"I held money on two, maybe three occasions," Smith said. "They said I was the 
bank, but I wasn't the bank." 

Minnie Pearl Thomas sold drugs — marijuana — for the first time in 1986, and was 
arrested for the first time that same year. Despite her first trip to jail, Minnie 
Thomas was hooked on the rush of selling drugs and was becoming accustomed to 
the extra money it provided her family. It wasn't long before she was 
manufacturing and selling crack cocaine out of her home. 

She was arrested again in 1991 but resumed her business after she was released at 
the conclusion of a 14-month sentence in a jail near Milledgeville, Ga. 



"I mostly did it to make ends meet, to buy my kids what they wanted, so they 
could wear what the other kids were wearing, so I could keep my house nice on the 
inside," Minnie Thomas said. 

Demaryius, who was born in December 1987, was Minnie's oldest grandchild, and 
old enough to know what was going on inside her house. He remembered seeing 
his grandmother making the crack and the stream of strangers coming and going, 
leaving behind their makeshift crack pipes. 

"I knew my grandma was selling it and my mom was keeping some money," 
Thomas said. "I told my mother one time that they needed to stop because I had a 
dream that they got in trouble. I started crying like every night after then. And then 
it finally happened." 

Prosecutors offered Smith a plea deal and a reduced sentence if she testified 
against her mother. Smith refused. 

"It hurt me when I found out she wouldn't tell on me," Minnie Thomas said. "I think 
of her kids and how they're being raised. It's not that they don't have good lives, 
but they would have been better with their mother. I beat up myself about that all 
the time." 

Both women were convicted in February 2000, when Demaryius was 12 years old. 
Smith was sentenced to 20 years in federal prison. Because Minnie Thomas had two 
prior drug convictions, she was given two life sentences, with the possibility of 
parole after 40 years. 

Demaryius and his younger sisters, Tonecia and Tyeshia Smith, sat in the 
courtroom that day. The numbers they heard were incomprehensible.  

"I just remember hearing what they got, how many years, and I knew it was going 
to be a long time without seeing my mother," Demaryius said. 

He has seen her in person in 2000, 2003, 2006, 2009 and their most recent visit, 
earlier this month. 

Thomas scrunches his face and shakes his head before he tries to describe what 
those visits, especially the first one, were like. As much as he loves his mother, he 
could hardly bear to see her locked up.  

"I would ask if he wanted to go," his father, Bobby Thomas, said. "I took him once, 
and then he never wanted to go again." 

Smith has never seen Thomas play football in person but watches many games on 
television. Mother and son share the dream that he will still be in the NFL for the 
2017 season. Smith is scheduled to be released to a halfway house in December 
2016, then to be living on her own by the following June. By then Thomas will be 



29 years old and, they hope, an NFL veteran. Smith already has begun planning 
that day, what she'll wear, what she'll say, what it might feel like to watch him live 
instead of settling for a phone call from prison, before and after the game. 

"I want to be in the front row, right next to the sideline," she said. "I'm going to 
lose my voice." 

A place to feel at home 

The greeting cards arrive in James and Shirley Brown's mailbox on the major 
holidays. Christmas. Father's Day. Mother's Day. 

During her time in prison, Katina Smith has become quite the letter- writer and 
card-sender. And the Browns are near the top of her list. 

"I just want to say thank you to them for taking care of Bay Bay, and for instilling 
good morals in him," Smith said. 

The cards are appreciated, sure, but not necessary, the Browns said. This is what 
family does. 

Bobby Thomas and Katina Smith were teenagers when they met in 1985, and 
Katina was 15 years old when Demaryius was born. They never married, but the 
two maintained an amiable relationship with shared custody of Demaryius before 
she was arrested. 

Bobby enlisted in the Army immediately after graduation from high school, and he 
was stationed at Fort Rucker in Alabama when Smith became pregnant. With 
Bobby's Army lifestyle, living on bases in Alabama and Virginia and deployments in 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, he couldn't provide a stable home for his son, so when 
Smith was sent to prison, the family decided it was best that Demaryius stay with 
members of the extended family in Montrose. Bobby Thomas remains a fixture in 
his son's life — he sent money for clothes and other expenses throughout 
Demaryius' youth — and the pair lived together near Atlanta this spring and 
summer. 

It was a challenge, though, in those first few months after Katina Smith went to 
prison, to figure out the right place for Demaryius to stay. He stayed briefly with his 
father's mother, but that home was crowded with other children. Then he went to 
live with his father's younger sister, but that home wasn't completely drug-free, 
and she wouldn't let Thomas play sports. 

"I didn't want to be around drugs because I saw what could happen," Thomas said. 

So Thomas started spending time with his Aunt Shirley and Uncle James, who had 
two older daughters, Angela and LaTonya, and one younger son, Ben. The story of 



how Demaryius came to live with the Browns varies from one family member to 
another, but the result was the same: He found a permanent home. 

"He needed stability," James Brown said. "I think he felt comfortable here, like, 
they won't belittle me because of who I am and what my family has done." 

Living with the Browns meant chores and a non-negotiable 11:30 p.m. curfew. 
Thomas was baptized and became an usher at the church where James Brown 
preached. On summer mornings, Brown roused Thomas from bed before sunrise 
and put him to work in the field behind their house, mowing grass and picking peas. 
They would take the peas to town to sell, or Thomas and his cousins would shell 
them by the bucket load for Shirley to cook. 

During the school year, the Browns let Thomas focus on his classes (he had a 3.5 
grade-point average at West Laurens High School) and on sports. Thomas' first 
sport was basketball, and he played point guard on a traveling team. 

He started playing football in middle school just to have another activity. He didn't 
start a game until 10th grade, at cornerback, and didn't play receiver full time until 
his junior year. 

As a senior, already 6-3 and 210 pounds, he decided that football was his future. 
He was average-size for a Division I college basketball player. As a wide receiver, 
he had the potential to be special. 

Coaches at Georgia Tech, and now, the Broncos, agreed. 

He averaged 25.1 yards per catch last fall as a junior and was first-team all- 
Atlantic Coast Conference, despite playing in a run-oriented triple-option offense. 
Thomas left school with one year of eligibility remaining. 

The Broncos made him the first wide receiver selected in the 2010 draft, at No. 22 
overall. The team is counting on Thomas to make an immediate impact as a 
replacement for Marshall, the talented but often troubled receiver the team traded 
to Miami in April. 

In Thomas, the Broncos saw a similar physical specimen, but a player who Broncos 
officials believe will cause far fewer headaches off the field. 

"In getting to know him the way that we did and spending time with him, we 
understood he had a number of things in his life that he had to overcome," Broncos 
coach Josh McDaniels said. "He didn't let those things and those conditions affect 
the type of person he became. He made the right decisions and ended up in the 
right place and created a bright future for himself. We're very fortunate to have 
him, and we think he's going to have a bright career." 

"I never want to go to jail" 



For years, Thomas rarely spoke about his mother. He didn't tell his aunt and uncle 
when he was sad, and he didn't open up to his father about his heartache. 

On the outside, Thomas appeared to be a normal, well-adjusted teenager. He was 
the star athlete, on the homecoming court and had plenty of friends. 

"He handled things very well," Bobby Thomas said. "He would never talk to me 
about it. The emotional side of it, it never comes out in front of anyone." 

Thomas didn't let anyone know that he often cried himself to sleep. 

"Every night," Thomas said. "I missed her." 

It took until 2006, about the time he graduated from high school, to come to terms 
with the crimes his mother and grandmother committed. The memories of the 
drugs inside his grandmother's house, of the police raid at his mother's house and 
of his first visits to the prison had shaken him deeply, impacting the course of his 
high school and college life. 

"I never want to go to jail," Thomas said. "Never, ever." 

Now his past is no secret, and he is not ashamed of it. 

Every NFL team he met with during the combine in February and in the months 
leading up to the draft asked him about his mother and grandmother. 

Thomas was proud when he answered their questions. He had avoided all sorts of 
trouble: never tried drugs, never was suspended from school, never arrested. The 
worst thing he has ever done, it seems, was get a speeding ticket shortly after he 
turned 16. 

"I really didn't put myself around the wrong crowds," Thomas said. "The only way 
you get in trouble around here is if you're dealing with drugs, because there's not 
much here in the country you can do besides drugs. You don't see kids with 
firearms or anything like that, just mostly drugs. There were a lot of people around 
here you could hang with that did drugs, so you had to pick the right crew." 

If Aunt Shirley's rules weren't enough, Thomas would hear his mother's voice in his 
head. They speak multiple times a week on the telephone, each call lasting 15 
minutes. Nearly every conversation includes some sort of motherly advice. 

"I tell him to let me be the only example he needs of what can happen, and that he 
needs to obey the laws of the land, down to wearing your seat belt," Smith said. 
"Just look at me and my mom." 

Countdown to Sept. 12 



The prison clock hit 3 p.m., and it was time for Demaryius to go. 

Katina Smith told herself not to cry. Minnie Pearl Thomas began sobbing again, just 
as she had when Demaryius had arrived three hours earlier, and clutched on his 
arms. Finally, he had to walk away. 

Thomas crossed the room and stepped across the yellow line painted on the floor — 
the line that inmates, like his mother and grandmother, are not allowed to cross. 

As he turned to look back one more time, Smith could have sworn her son's eyes 
were filling with tears. "Don't cry," she called. "I love you!" 

And then he was gone, hopping back into his large silver pickup to drive back to 
Georgia. 

Katina Smith and Minnie Pearl Thomas were escorted back to their dormitories, 
where the countdown has begun to the next time they'll see him: Sept. 12, when 
the Broncos play at Jacksonville in the first game of the regular season. 

They will paint their faces, use tape to make the No. 88 on their khaki prison T-
shirts and get a front-row seat in the recreation room. 

Thomas will be wearing the Broncos' white uniform and will write each of their 
names on the tape on his wrists. 

"We've all been going through a lot," his grandmother said. "We're going through 
time, and he's going through time too." 

Lindsay H. Jones: 303-954-1262 or ljones@denverpost.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Demaryius Thomas: Time for work to 
begin with Broncos 
 
The Denver Post 
May 7, 2010 
 
You have a very unusual first name. Where did your mother get the name 
Demaryius from? Are you named for someone?  
--Vikki, Albuquerque  

Demarius Thomas: I really don't know where the name came from. My mom just 
told me I would be the only one with the name. So that's good, because so far 
that's been true. I've never heard anybody else with the name.  

What can we expect from you as a Bronco on and off the field? Also, what 
is the purpose behind your number 88?  
--Eric, Grand Rapids, Mich.  

DT: On the field, I'm going to do my job. Whatever I am asked to do, I will do. I'm 
here to help make the team better. Off the field, I will stay out of trouble, I know 
that.  

As for 88, I really don't have a connection with that number. But they told me the 
last time a wide receiver wore 88 was when the Broncos won a championship, so 
that's good.  

(Editor's note: Though numerous tight ends have worn No. 88 in recent years, the 
last Broncos wide receiver to do so was Sir Mawn Wilson in 1997)  

Who have you 'clicked' with the best since arriving in Denver?  
--Jon, Pennsylvania  

DT: I got to know Eddie Royal a little bit and he seems like a good guy. We texted a 
lot after I was drafted. We have the same agent (Todd France), so that's how we 
kind of got to know each other. Mostly by texting. 

Three questions: 1. How did you overcome obstacles such as growing up 
with both your mother and grandmother in prison? 2. Do you have, or will 
you have, a great work ethic like Jerry Rice did? 3. What do you think of 
the high altitude in the Mile High city?  
--Jerry, Tucson  

DT: 1. Like I've said, at first it was real tough. Once they were gone, I tried to get 
around the right crowd and the right group of people. I told myself, "If you work 



hard, you can make it some day, you can be somebody." I had a lot of help from 
my coach at West Laurens (Ga.) High. His name was John Kenny.  

2. Yes, I will. I am trying to work out hard. I just want to be the best at my 
position. I like working out because I know that will get me where I need to be.  

3. It whooped me when I was (in Denver) for that first time. But I hadn't done a lot 
of working out because of my (foot) injury, so that was part of it. I'm going to be 
fine with the altitude.  

Is there any difference in catching and turning to run with the football 
when the throw is from a left-handed vs. a right- handed QB?  
--Ken Stacey, Surprise, Ariz.  

DT: I didn't work out at the mini-camp, so I didn't catch passes from (left-hander) 
Tim Tebow. But I heard from people that it is a little different. So I will have to 
make some adjustments, I guess, but I don't think it will be a problem.  

What is your favorite catch as a football player so far?  
--Brad, Philadelphia  

DT: I would have to say that I really don't have one single catch. But I did have a 
pretty good catch against Clemson back in 08. It was third-and-long and I ran a 
post-corner route. I broke it outside and the ball was like 2 yards out of bounds, 
but I caught it and got my foot down in bounds. So that was a pretty good catch.  

I know you're busy, but do you have any plans to work with our youth? So 
many kids need direction now, so it would be good to use your status as a 
Bronco to help these kids have a better future. It appears you have 
overcome long odds to arrive at where you are at. Most people in your 
shoes would have taken a lesser path.  
--Rick, Durango  

DT: I do plan to work with kids. I like kids a lot. When I came back home, I spoke 
to the kids at my old elementary school. (Northwest Laurens Elementary). I liked 
that. So I think I will always want to work with kids.  

Hey "Bay-Bay," congrats on being a first-round draft pick. My question is 
are you looking forward to going one-on-one with former Georgia Bulldog 
and sure fire Hall of Famer Champ Bailey in practice?  
--Jon  

DT: I'm looking forward to it, but I'm also kind of scared about it. It will be a big 
challenge. But the good thing is, I will learn a lot going against a guy like Champ.  

You credit sports with saving you from a troubled path when you were 
younger. Do you think that has built a stronger love for the game in you, as 



opposed to most people who don't have that kind of adversity growing up?  
--Guy, Tucson  

DT: I feel like I would have done the same thing with sports no matter what my 
upbringing, only maybe in a little different way. But I always had going to the pros 
in my mind.  

Besides "Bay-Bay," do you have any other nicknames? Can we all you 'Dee' 
instead of Demaryius?  
--Robert, Kilmichael, Miss.  

DT: You can call me whatever you want. I really don't have any other nicknames, 
but some people just started calling me DT when I got to the Broncos. Some of the 
other rookies called me that.  

Are you aware that between you and Tebow, the Broncos' Southern fan 
base has expanded incredibly? Lots of my Tech friends and (Florida) Gator 
enemies are now following the Broncos from afar.  
--Rock, Dallas, Georgia  

DT: I'm aware of it because we have two guys from the South taken in the first 
round of the draft. So that's big. I met Tebow at the NFL combine. Everybody loves 
Tebow.  

How many questions have you gotten about Tim Tebow since you arrived 
in Denver? I would guess around 50 million. Also, who were your favorite 
athletes in any sport growing up?  
--Kevin, Fort Collins  

DT: I haven't really gotten that many questions about Tebow. Just a couple, really.  

My favorite athletes? I have loved Michael Jordan since I was a little kid. I like 
LeBron James a lot now. Basketball was always my first love. I like both of those 
guys because they are really good players who stayed out of trouble. They always 
played tough and they knew how to win.  

It must be a tremendous change going from the limited passing option 
offense you ran in college to the demands of the NFL passing game. Have 
you found any of the read routes (especially the seam read) to be 
challenging or exciting?  
--Ben, Glenwood Springs  

DT: Basically, that's hard to answer because I didn't get to be on the field during 
minicamp. (Thomas sat out because of a foot injury). But it's going to be tough to 
learn it all. I have been looking at the playbook and it's a lot different than what I 
ran at Georgia Tech. I will just have to study it and learn it.  



What are you looking forward to the most about being in Colorado now?  
--Nicole, Colorado Springs  

DT: I just want to get there and get along with my teammates and coaches, and 
work hard and stay out of trouble.  

  



'Glad to be a Denver Bronco' 
Gray Caldwell 
DenverBroncos.com 
April 23, 2010 

ENGLEWOOD, Colo. -- Things haven't always come easy to Demaryius Thomas. 

When he was just 12 years old, his mother and grandmother went to prison, so he 
moved in with his uncle. 

"I didn't want to be like them and put myself in the position they got in," Thomas 
said. "Basically I stayed around the right crowd. I stay out of trouble." 

When he got to Georgia Tech, he was redshirted as a freshman before increasing 
his receptions, receiving yards and yards per catch the following three seasons with 
the Yellow Jackets. As a junior in 2009, he hauled in 46 catches for 1,154 yards and 
eight touchdowns. He earned third-team All-America honors from the Associated 
Press and first-team All-ACC honors, and he was a semi-finalist for the Biletnikoff 
Award, awarded to the nation's top receiver. 

One of the top receivers entering the draft, he was invited to the NFL Scouting 
Combine. But he proceeded to hurt his foot running the three-cone drill -- an injury 
that required surgery, preventing him from participating in any drills at the 
combine. 

"I was scared, actually," Thomas said of his draft prospects after the injury. "I 
couldn't do anything at the combine and I didn't know if was going to have a Pro 
Day. Plus, I played in a triple option and didn't do a lot of the stuff that pro styles 
really did." 

But as Thomas stood at the podium in Dove Valley Thursday as the team's first pick 
in the first round of the 2010 NFL Draft, it was clear none of that fazed Head Coach 
Josh McDaniels. 

"We liked Demaryius Thomas and had him graded highly the entire spring," 
McDaniels said. "He understands our system, our offense and what we've asked our 
receivers to learn. I think that's a thing that he can process and allows him to get 
on the field and contribute to our team. He's played in a league with a lot of 
competition so we're excited about Demaryius being on our football team." 

As for the injury, Thomas expects to be back to 100 percent in "two or three 
weeks." And his production? Even in a triple-option, run-dominated Georgia Tech 
offense, Thomas found a way to contribute. The 6-foot-3, 224-pound receiver 



averaged more than 25 yards per catch last season and ranked second in the ACC 
in receiving yards per game. 

Though Thomas said he essentially ran three routes -- a hitch, a go route and a 
comeback -- in college, he ran other routes in practice, and he's not afraid to admit 
he will look to his coaches and teammates to be ready when the season rolls 
around. 

"I know I'm going to need help, so I'm going to come in and get help," Thomas 
said. 

As a Yellow Jacket, Thomas amassed 120 receptions, 2,339 yards and 14 
touchdowns. To put his production in perspective, Georgia Tech led the ACC in 2009 
by averaging more than 295 rushing yards per game. The Yellow Jackets ranked 
last in the ACC in passing offense, yet Thomas found a way to excel. His 82.4 yards 
receiving per game last season came when his team averaged just 126.7 per game. 

McDaniels and the receiver met in Atlanta last Monday, watching film and going 
over plays -- one final job interview. 

"I'm pretty sure it was my game film," Thomas said of why he was drafted. "I made 
a lot of plays and I'm a good guy. I'm pretty sure my meeting with Josh 
(McDaniels) had something to do with it, too." 

After spending much of last week in New York City, watching more than half of the 
first round of the draft from the green room in Radio City Music Hall then flying to 
Denver for a press conference the next day, Thomas was tired, but happy. 

"It's been tough," he said of the last 24 hours. "It's been long and tiring. It's been 
fun though, and I'm glad to be a Denver Bronco." 

  



WR Thomas confident Broncos made 
right choice 
Lindsay H. Jones  
The Denver Post  
April 23, 2010 
 
When the television cameras focused in on Demaryius Thomas Thursday night as 
he took a phone call from Broncos coach Josh McDaniels, Thomas hardly cracked a 
smile. 

But he was grinning this afternoon when he made his official arrival in Denver, 
posing for pictures with a new navy blue jersey. 

"This is always what I wanted," said Thomas, who has decided to wear No. 88 for 
the Broncos. "I always told my mother when I was growing up that I was going to 
go pro in something, and it came true. All the hard work paid off for me." 

Thomas said he believed he convinced the Broncos to draft him in part because he 
"is a good guy," Thomas said Friday, a lesson he learned the hard way after his 
mother and grandmother were sent  

to prison on drug charges about 10 years ago. Both remain incarcerated, and 
Thomas lived with various relatives throughout his teen years in southeast Georgia. 

Thomas said he spoke with his mother, Shirley Brown, on the phone Friday morning 
while he made his way to Dove Valley. 

"They watched last night," Thomas said. "She just said she was proud of me, just 
do the right thing, stay with the right crowd, what I've been doing the whole time." 

The Broncos selected Thomas at No. 22 overall, making him the first wide receiver 
drafted in 2010. The Cowboys traded up to select Dez Bryant at No. 24. 

Thomas said he was a little surprised that he was drafted before Bryant because 
Thomas played in a triple-option offense at Georgia Tech — a scheme that does not 
translate to the NFL. 

"I actually thought Dez Bryant, too, because he played in a different type of 
offense, he made a lot of plays. He's good," Thomas said. 

Thomas was then asked why he was a better receiver than Bryant. 

"Well, I don't know, I can't say," Thomas said. "I know I'm a better person than 
Dez, that's how I feel. I feel like I'm a better receiver, too. Bigger, faster." 



Broncos' top pick Thomas credits sports 
for keeping him out of trouble 
Lindsay H. Jones  
The Denver Post 
April 24, 2010 
About twice a week, for the past decade or so, Demaryius Thomas has spoken to 
his mother on the phone. She is in prison, midway through a 20-year sentence for 
selling drugs.  

Now Thomas is in the NFL, a first-round draft pick by the Broncos. The pair spoke 
again Friday while Thomas was en route to Denver. 

"They watched last night," Thomas said. "She just said she was proud of me, just 
do the right thing, stay with the right crowd, what I've been doing the whole time." 

Thomas said he always told his mother that someday he would be a professional 
athlete, and he credits becoming active in sports for keeping him out of trouble 
after she went to prison when he was about 12 years old. Thomas' grandmother 
also is in prison for selling drugs. 

"I knew they were going to be in prison for a while, and I didn't want to be like 
them and put myself in the position they got in," Thomas said. 

On Friday, Thomas said he believed the Broncos chose to make him the first wide 
receiver drafted at No. 22 in 2010 in part because "I'm a good guy." 

The Dallas Cowboys drafted Dez Bryant — the talented but somewhat troubled 
receiver — two picks later at No. 24. Thomas was asked Friday how he is a better 
receiver than Bryant. Thomas hesitated at first, then gave an honest answer. 

"I know I'm a better person than Dez, that's how I feel," Thomas said. "I feel like 
I'm a better receiver, too, bigger, faster. I don't know." 

Thomas said he expects to spend two or three more weeks on the final stages of 
rehab for the broken bone in his foot, an injury he suffered Feb. 15 while he 
prepared for the NFL combine. That means Thomas will be held out of the Broncos' 
rookie minicamp scheduled for next weekend but that he should be ready for the 
first full-squad camp later in May. Thomas will be back in Denver on Thursday to 
finish his rehab with Broncos trainers. 

"I'll be at 100 percent in two to three weeks," he said. 

  



First pick Thomas shocked in a great way 
Lindsay H. Jones 
The Denver Post 
April 23, 2010 

For Demaryius Thomas, the biggest surprise of the NFL draft might not have been 
that he was selected by the Broncos at No. 22 overall. It was that the league 
wanted him to be at Radio City Music Hall in New York City for the Thursday event. 

"When I got invited, I was shocked," Thomas said. 

Perhaps that's because Thomas, a wide receiver from Georgia Tech, was somewhat 
under the radar in the months leading up to the draft, overshadowed by Oklahoma 
State's Dez Bryant and unable to work out at the NFL combine or Tech's pro day 
because of a broken bone in his left foot.  

"When I broke my foot, everything changed," Thomas said. 

Thomas injured his foot about a week before he was supposed to head to 
Indianapolis for the combine, and he was still wearing a walking boot when scouts 
and coaches showed up for Georgia Tech's pro day. 

Turns out Thomas' game film at Georgia Tech was good enough to assure the NFL 
of his draft worthiness and convince Broncos coach Josh McDaniels that Thomas can 
replace the recently departed Brandon Marshall.  

Thomas, 22, played in Tech's option offense — a run-heavy game — but still 
managed to catch 46 passes for 1,154 yards this past season, at 25.1 yards per 
catch. 

"I think I'll fit in well," Thomas said. "I'm a playmaker." 

Thomas left Georgia Tech in January after the conclusion of his junior year believing 
he could be a top pick in the draft, but little of his predraft experience went 
according to plan after that. Thomas was in the final preparations for the combine 
in February when he felt a "pop" in his left foot when he was doing a three-cone 
drill. 

He had broken the fifth metatarsal in his foot, and within days, he had surgery. He 
spent March and much of April going through rehab and said he is "90 percent" 
healed. 

He wasn't ready to run a 40-yard dash when he worked out for about 10 teams — 
but not the Broncos — in Atlanta last Sunday, but  
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was able to do other drills. The following day, Thomas met with McDaniels and 
Broncos general manager Brian Xanders for several hours. In that meeting, 
McDaniels grilled Thomas about the Broncos' offense and had Thomas learn several 
of Denver's receiver positions. 

That meeting reinforced to McDaniels that Thomas was the top receiver on Denver's 
draft board. 

"We graded him highly the entire spring," McDaniels said. "He's a player that has 
some unique traits and skills." 

Thomas was the first wide receiver drafted in 2010, two spots ahead of Bryant, who 
fell to Dallas at No. 24. 

Thomas immediately fills a major void on the roster since the Broncos traded No. 1 
receiver Marshall to the Miami Dolphins last week. 

Thomas and Marshall have some physical similarities. Thomas is 6-feet-3 and 229 
pounds, shorter than Marshall but the same weight. Thomas immediately becomes 
the biggest wide receiver on Denver's roster, and potentially its best deep threat. 
Thomas recently told reporters in Atlanta that he ran a sub 4.4 40-yard dash before 
suffering the foot injury. 

"He gives us the opportunity to have a bigger receiver and makes some match-up 
problems," McDaniels said. 

Thomas said he understood that people might question his ability to transition to 
the NFL because of the unorthodox offense he played in in college. In Paul 
Johnson's option attack, Thomas was not asked to run traditional wide receiver 
routes. 

Thomas joins a receiver corps in Denver that includes veterans Jabar Gaffney and 
Brandon Stokley and younger players Eddie Royal and Kenny McKinley.  

"I'm looking to come in and learn stuff from the guys that are already there so I 
can be successful like Brandon Marshall was in that offense," Thomas said. 
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