
VANCE JOSEPH 
HEAD COACH – 13th NFL Season (1st with Broncos) 
  
Vance Joseph enters his first season with the Denver Broncos after being named the 16th head coach in franchise 
history on Jan. 11, 2017. Joseph joined the Broncos after spending the 2016 season as defensive coordinator for the 
Miami Dolphins. 
 
Known for his outstanding leadership qualities and strong vision for success, Joseph, 44, has coached for 18 seasons 
at the pro and college levels following his two-year NFL playing career as a defensive back. 

 
Joseph has spent more than a decade of his football life in the state of Colorado. In addition to competing with the Broncos as a defensive back 
during the 1997 preseason, Joseph played quarterback at the University of Colorado from 1990-94 and coached another five seasons at his 
alma mater from 1999-2003. 
 
During his NFL career, Joseph has coached defensively for Miami (2016), Cincinnati (2014-15), Houston (2011-13) and San Francisco (2005-
10). His teams have advanced to the postseason in five of the last six years while capturing three division titles during that span. 
 
In his lone season as defensive coordinator for Miami, Joseph helped the team to a 10-6 record and its first playoff berth in eight seasons. 
Using an attacking-style front designed to thrive on critical plays, Joseph’s defensive unit held opponents to a 36.9-percent success rate on third 
downs to rank fourth in the NFL. 
 
Dolphins defensive linemen Ndamukong Suh and Cameron Wake experienced resurgent seasons under Joseph in 2016, each earning their fifth 
Pro Bowl trip and anchoring a unit decimated by injuries in the second half of the year.   
 
Joseph spent the 2014-15 seasons as Cincinnati’s defensive backs coach under Head Coach Marvin Lewis, guiding a unit that contributed to a 
league-best 41 interceptions during that span. The Bengals were the only team to post more interceptions than touchdowns allowed (36) during 
that two-year stretch while holding opposing quarterbacks to the lowest combined passer rating (77.4) in the NFL. 
 
Two veteran members of the Bengals’ secondary made their first career Pro Bowls in 2015—cornerback Adam Jones and safety Reggie 
Nelson—as Cincinnati tied a team record for regular-season wins (12) and finished first in the AFC North Division. 
 
Joseph coached defensive backs for three seasons (2011-13) in Houston under Head Coach Gary Kubiak. The Texans won back-to-back AFC 
South Division crowns from 2011-12 and finished in the Top 7 in total defense in each of Joseph’s three seasons with the club. 
 
A bright spot during Houston’s 2013 campaign was its third-ranked pass defense that yielded less than 200 yards per game (195.2) for the 
second time in team history and allowed the second-fewest passing first downs (158) in the league. Joseph also assumed defensive play-calling 
duties for the last three games of the season when Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips was named interim head coach.   
 
In 2012, Houston led the NFL with 118 passes defensed and set a team record with three interception returns for touchdowns en route to a 
franchise-record 12 regular-season wins and a second consecutive division title. Cornerback Jonathan Joseph earned his second consecutive 
Pro Bowl selection after allowing just 52 receptions on 96 targets, and former first-round pick Kareem Jackson led the team with a career-best 
four interceptions and 17 passes defensed. 
 
In Houston’s 19-13 win against Cincinnati in the AFC Wild Card Round, Joseph’s secondary recorded eight passes defensed and held Bengals 
quarterback Andy Dalton to 14-of-30 passing (46.7%) with one interception (44.7 rtg.). 
 
Inheriting a Houston secondary that was part of the NFL’s worst defensive unit in 2010, Joseph helped guide a drastic turnaround in 2011 that 
saw the Texans finish second in total defense (285.7 ypg). Houston’s No. 3 pass defense (189.7 ypg) was first in the NFL in opponent 
completion percentage (51.9) while finishing second in the NFL in yards per attempt (6.2) and opponent passer rating (68.8). 
 
Five different defensive backs posted multiple interceptions for the Texans in 2011, including Jonathan Joseph, who earned second-team 
Associated Press All-Pro honors and his first career Pro Bowl nod in his initial season with Houston.   
 
The Texans earned the first division title and postseason berth in franchise history in 2011. Their historic season was punctuated with a three-
interception effort against Dalton and the Bengals in a 31-10 AFC Wild Card win.  
 
Joseph’s first NFL coaching experience came with San Francisco, where he was hired as assistant defensive backs coach in 2005 before being 
promoted to a primary position coach from 2006-10. 
 



In Joseph’s final season with the 49ers in 2010, he served as sole coach of the secondary with the departure of Johnnie Lynn. San Francisco 
ranked among the best red zone teams in the NFL, finishing second in yards per play (2.2) inside their own 20. The 49ers’ secondary also 
accounted for two of the team’s five non-offensive touchdowns by returning a pair of interceptions for scores. 
 
San Francisco finished fourth in scoring defense (17.6 ppg) in 2009, holding opponents to 10 points or less in seven contests and holding five 
teams without a touchdown. Safety Dashon Goldson (4 INTs, 3 FF) had a hand in seven of the 49ers’ 33 takeaways that represented the fifth 
most by an NFL team. 
 
In 2008, the 49ers gave up the fewest 20+yard pass plays (41) in the NFC while ranking third in the conference in opponent red zone percentage 
(48.1). The pass defense improved steadily throughout the season and finished out the year allowing just 177.4 yards per game through the air 
over the last five games to rank third in the NFL during that span. 
 
Joseph’s secondary unit contributed to significant defensive upgrades across key statistical categories in 2007, improving 10 or more spots in 
scoring defense (22.8 ppg, 20th), opponent third-down percentage (40.2 pct., 19th) and opponent red zone percentage (47.2, 6th). Cornerback 
Nate Clements was selected as the co-winner of the 49ers’ Bill Walsh Award as the team’s MVP in his first year with the club after totaling a 
team-best four interceptions, 14 passes defensed and three forced fumbles.    
 
In his first season as defensive backs coach in 2006, Joseph coached 11th-year cornerback Walt Harris to his first career Pro Bowl honor. 
Harris recorded eight of the team’s 14 interceptions in addition to recording 63 tackles (52 solo) and 20 passes defensed. 
 
Joseph entered the NFL coaching ranks as assistant defensive backs coach for the 49ers in 2005, following a season coaching the secondary at 
Bowling Green, where he helped the Falcons to a 9-3 record, a top-25 ranking and a victory in the GMAC Bowl. 
 
He began his coaching career at CU under Head Coach Gary Barnett in December of 1999 as a graduate assistant. He served in that capacity 
through the 2001 season that culminated with the Buffs’ Big 12 Championship and Fiesta Bowl appearance. 
 
Joseph accepted a position coaching defensive backs at the University of Wyoming during the Spring of 2002 before an opportunity to return to 
CU in the same capacity beginning that fall. The youngest full-time coach at Colorado at the time of his hire, Joseph worked with CU’s secondary 
for two seasons before moving on to Bowling Green. 
 
A three-year letterwinner as a quarterback at CU from 1990-94, Joseph saw action in 30 games for the Buffs as a backup to All-Americans 
Darian Hagan and Kordell Stewart. Also a running back and special-teams standout for CU, he completed 34-of-61 passes (55.7%) for 454 
yards with four touchdowns in addition to rushing 50 times for 237 yards (4.7 avg.) with one touchdown during his collegiate career. Joseph 
earned his bachelor’s degree in marking from Colorado in 1994.  
  
After signing with the N.Y. Jets as a college free agent in 1995, Joseph converted to cornerback and started 6-of-13 games played as a rookie, 
totaling 21 tackles (17 solo), two interceptions (39 yds.) and five passes defensed. He played four more games with Indianapolis in 1996 before 
competing with Denver during the preseason in 1997. 
 
The Marrero, La., native starred at Archbishop Shaw High School, where he led his team to a 37-6 record in his three seasons as the starting 
quarterback, winning Louisiana’s 4A state championship as a sophomore. He garnered USA Today honorable-mention All-America honors as a 
senior despite missing five games with a leg injury. He also lettered all four seasons in basketball. 
 
Born on Sept. 20, 1972, Joseph and his wife, Holly, have a daughter, Nataly, and a son, Steve. Joseph’s older brother, Mickey, a former 
quarterback at the University of Nebraska (1988-91), is currently the running backs coach at Louisiana Tech University. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



COACHING EXPERIENCE                                 COACHING RECORD 
 
Denver Broncos 
Head Coach 2017 
 
Miami Dolphins 
Defensive Coordinator 2016 
 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Defensive Backs Coach 2014-15 
 
Houston Texans 
Defensive Backs Coach 2011-13 
 
San Francisco 49ers 
Defensive Backs Coach 2006-10 
Asst. Defensive Backs Coach 2005 
 
Bowling Green 
Defensive Backs 2004 
 
University of Colorado 
Defensive Backs 2002-03 
 
University of Wyoming 
Defensive Backs 2002 (Spring) 
 
University of Colorado 
Graduate Assistant  1999-01 
 
 

Category W L T Pct. 
Regular season record as an NFL head coach 0 0 0 — 
Postseason record as an NFL head coach 0 0 0 — 
Overall record as an NFL head coach 0 0 0 — 
Regular season record as an NFL assistant coach 93 98 1 .490 
Postseason record as an NFL assistant coach 2 5 0 .286 
Overall record as an NFL assistant coach 95 103 1 .480 
Overall record as an NFL coach 95 103 1 .480 
Regular season record as a collegiate assistant coach  35 24 0 .593 
Postseason record as a collegiate assistant coach 2 2 0 .500 
Overall record as a collegiate assistant coach 37 26 0 .587 
Overall record coaching football 132 122 1 .520 

 


