
©2017 Denver Broncos Football Club. All rights reserved. The individual quotes cited in this document may be used for the purpose of news reporting and other 
fair uses as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act. Duplication or posting of this quote sheet, in its entirety, or any other use of this material which is not a 
fair use as defined by Section 107 of the Copyright Act is strictly prohibited without the prior written consent of the Denver Broncos Football Club. 

 

DENVER BRONCOS vs. LOS ANGELES CHARGERS 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High ● September 11, 2017 

 
Postgame Quotes Summary (click links for easy navigation): 
 
Broncos Quotes: Head Coach Vance Joseph (press conference); OLB Von Miller (press conference); QB Trevor Siemian (press 
conference); RB C.J. Anderson; ILB Todd Davis; TE A.J. Derby; WR Bennie Fowler; DE Adam Gotsis; TE Virgil Green; CB Chris Harris 
Jr.; DE Shelby Harris; WR Emmanuel Sanders; CB Aqib Talib; WR Demaryius Thomas; DE Derek Wolfe 
Chargers Quotes: Head Coach Anthony Lynn (press conference); QB Philip Rivers (press conference); WR Keenan Allen; K 
Younghoe Koo 

 
HEAD COACH VANCE JOSEPH 
 
Opening statement 
“We’re going to start off with the injuries. We have [G] Ron Leary, he had a concussion. He’s in the protocol. [CB] Brendan Langley 
had a right knee. [S] Darian Stewart has a left groin.” 
 
On deciding to call the timeout before the Chargers field goal 
“Well the game was in firm control for about three quarters. We felt good but if you keep turning the ball over on the short side 
of the 50, it will be a problem with [Chargers QB Philip] Rivers. That was the deal. As far as icing the kicker, I had two timeouts. I 
wanted to leave with those in my pocket. Just iced the kid and see how he reacted.” 
 
On the overall feeling of the win 
“It’s good to win. It wasn’t clean, but it’s good to win. It’s a hard league. Every week is going to be a challenge, so a win is a win. 
We’ll take it.” 
 
On whether the play calling became too conservative 
“I would say this, we were in firm control of that game. I didn’t want to have any negative plays. The clock was in our favor in my 
opinion, so burning the clock, getting two short third downs, that was my goal there. I didn’t think it was conservative, I thought it 
was just playing smart football.” 
 
On QB Trevor Siemian’s performance  
“That’s Trevor. That’s his instinct. As far as Trevor, he played very well outside of the one turnover in the fourth quarter. He was 
poised. He was smart at the [line of scrimmage] for us tonight and accurate with the football. I was pleased with Trevor’s 
performance tonight outside of the interception.” 

On S Jamal Carter’s play at the end of the game 
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“[S] Jamal Carter played in the last two series. He did fine. We have guys on this roster that can play. Whoever is dressed, we 
assume they can play. I wasn’t surprised he played well in his role tonight.” 
 
On how the offensive tackles played  
“I think they competed well. We had a couple pressures where Trevor got pushed into the guy. [T] Menelik [Watson] on No. 99. 
He’s pushing him past Trevor and he got pushed back to [Chargers DE Joey] Bosa, but obviously having those two speed rushers, 
that’s going to be a chore for any tackle in this league. Overall, in my opinion, they played solid football.” 
 
On DE Shelby Harris  
“Shelby has earned his way from the first day of OTAs to training camp. Through the preseason games, he’s earned his way. It’s 
the perfect example of a guy coming into camp and having an outside chance of making the football team, but he really earned his 
way.” 
 
On why he decided to play two defensive ends throughout the game 
“It was more of a sub-defensive up front. They were more in three-wides, one tight, one back. When that happens, we’re in two-
rush ends and two-inside players. It was more about what they were doing to us.” 
 
On his thoughts on the rushing attack  
“Very pleased. Our goal from the spring, since [Offensive Coordinator] Mike [McCoy] came in was to develop the running game, 
you can see it. It’s happening right now with [RB] C.J. [Anderson] and [RB] Jamaal [Charles], that one two punch. With Trevor, he 
gained I think 20-yards on the ground. I’m very pleased with the run game. Very pleased.” 
 
On how he felt after his first regular season game 
“It felt like the preseason game to be honest (laughing). It was just a game. Obviously the game management stuff and the timeouts 
and stuff were more critical now, because it counts. In the preseason, you can make a mistake and live with it and learn from it. 
But, now it’s real. I think the game management stuff; it gets turned up now. I want to be perfect for our football team.” 
 
On Siemian being a mobile quarterback 
“I want Trevor to get down. He went head first a couple times, which I don’t like. I want him to get down. But, it shows his courage. 
He wants to be the guy for this football team. So some of that, you want. But, he has to be smart for us and stay healthy for 17 
weeks.” 
 
On the impact the crowd had on tonight’s game 
“The fans were awesome tonight. It was loud. [Chargers QB] Philip [Rivers] had a couple times where the clock ran down in my 
opinion. It was really loud. It’s a true home field advantage and it’s definitely has an effect on offense.” 
 
On how it feels to be the 11th head coach in team history to open the season with a win 
“It feels good to win for our coaches and our players. We had great game-plans on both sides of the ball. We missed a couple plays 
that we should have made. But, both sides, we had a great plan. [Special Teams Coordinator] Brock’s [Olivo] blocked a field goal 
to win the game. It’s all about the coaches and players. I feel good I won tonight, but, we won. That’s the goal.” 
 
On the production from the tight ends 
“Awesome. All three guys caught balls for over 100 yards. That’s Mike McCoy’s offense. Everyone gets an opportunity. Facing a 
cover-three team, that was the game plan to expose the schemes of the cover-three system. It worked. [TE] Virgil [Green] made a 
huge play. That was a huge play to get us down to get us down into the field goal range. We missed the field goal, but that play he 
made was huge. We backed up, up by three points. If they stuff us there, it’s going to be a short feel for an easy field goal. That 
play was a huge play in a football game.” 
 
On the production from the linebackers 
“[ILB] Todd [Davis] and [ILB] Brandon Marshall have been consistent and solid since I’ve been here with those two guys. As a pair, 
they’re pretty good.” 
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On the short week leading up to the Dallas game 
“It doesn’t matter. We’ll show up Sunday and we’ll play a football game, so it doesn’t matter. We went through Dallas a little bit 
at the end of the week. So, we’ve already started Dallas. Next Sunday we’ll play. It doesn’t matter.” 

 
OUTSIDE LINEBACKER VON MILLER 
 
Opening statement 
“Great game today. It was a little bit too exciting. We would’ve liked for it to be over faster than that, but that’s football. That’s 
Monday Night Football. We played a great Chargers team today and they fought until the end. We were able to pull it off in the 
end. It was a good one.” 
 
On the fourth quarter 
“That’s just part of football. We had some turnovers on offense, gave them the short field and as the defense we just have to keep 
them out of there. They changed the tempo up a little bit and we were able to get some quick passes in there, get some touchdowns 
and it was 21-24.” 
 
On QB Trevor Siemian 
“Trevor did an incredible job, so did D.T. (WR Demaryius Thomas) and [WR] Emmanuel [Sanders]. All of the guys and the rookie, 
[T] Garett Bolles played his heart out today and I’m proud of him. I knew that was going to happen though, he does a great job in 
practice every single day. The offensive line was great and [RB] C.J. [Anderson] running the ball was incredible. Like I said, it was a 
complete game offensively. We have to do a better job on defense. We had them down, we had them pinned down but that’s 
[Chargers QB] Philip Rivers. He’s a great player, a smart and intelligent player. He was able to get some quick passes in there, get 
a couple of touchdowns and now we have a game.” 
 
On the run defense 
“I felt like we did good minus the very first play of the game. That was the very first play of the game, right? Minus that, whatever 
play that was early in the game where [RB] Melvin Gordon had a bust for a little bit. I know we kept them under 100 yards, I think 
it was like 68 yards. We did a pretty good job in the run and we did a pretty good job in the pass. Total, as a whole team, we had a 
great game today. [WR] Isaiah [McKenzie] our punt returner, he did an incredible job of returning kicks and he put us in great 
situations. It was a complete game. That’s just how it is, you want to win by 21 points but sometimes it just doesn’t happen like 
that. Teams are able to fight back, that’s why it’s the NFL. Teams are great, they’re able to fight and close the gap. We were able 
to hold them off and get the win.” 
 
On the identity of the team 
“This team is what our leadership is. We have great leadership from the front office to [Head Coach Vance Joseph] Coach V.J. He 
did a great job with the culture of the locker room. He’s a great guy and a true leader who gets guys to follow him not by what he’s 
saying, but by the way he handles his business. I’m excited about this team and I’m excited about our head coach. He did a great 
job with us getting us ready for this game and he’s always positive. Remarkable job by the leadership on this team and we’re 
feeling good, we got the win. That’s all you have to do is just string together wins, no matter how you can get them you just have 
to string together wins. We have a great Cowboys team coming up, have to play great in that one too and just have to string away 
these wins and we’ll be alright.” 
 
On whether he thought Siemian ran like former NFL QB Michael Vick 
“Michael Vick, huh? He was like Michael Vick. That play in the goal line; that’s my quarterback. A little [former NFL WR Terrell 
Owens] T.O. quote, ‘That’s my quarterback. I’m proud of my quarterback.’ He did a great job and he’s done a great job since OTAs 
leading this team. He won the starting spot a long time ago and he does a great job offensively in the locker room all day. Whenever 
you  get him in those situations, you know he’s going to make the right decisions. He made great decisions all night long for us.” 
 
On Joseph and Defensive Coordinator Joe Woods first games in their role  
“They did an incredible job. It wasn’t anything new, you could feel what was going to happen throughout OTAs and training camp. 
Coach V.J. has done a great job and he didn’t even have to get us to buy in. You have a guy like that walking around and his presence 
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is felt every single day. He cares about his players, cares about winning, and he just tells the truth. When you have a guy like that, 
it’s easy to go to work every day. Joe Woods, he’s been a great coach for us for a long time. Coming into the game, he gave us all 
types of great calls today. We were prepared defensively and mentally. Both of those guys, I’m honored to have those guys as my 
coaches.” 
 
On his first game as a captain 
“It was great. I mean it didn’t really feel any different from any game. Like, ‘Oh snap I have a C right there’. It didn’t feel any 
different. We have a team full of captains, a team full of leaders. It’s hard to motivate guys that aren’t motivated. It’s hard to 
motivate guys that are self-motivated as well and we have a whole lot of self-motivated guys in there. We have a whole lot of self-
motivated guys in there, but we all know what we need to be doing. It’s great leading this group of guys and going to work every 
day I feel great. It’s an honor and privilege to be the captain of the defense.” 
 
On DE Shelby Harris 
“The same thing that everybody else has seen. He continues to make plays and it doesn’t matter if it’s third down, second down 
or first down. We had [DE] Zach Kerr and [DE] Jared Crick out, and he stepped up and made plays for us. He came in the tip pass, 
the blocked kick to win the game. That’s just what you want. Those are the stories you want to hear about a guy like Shelby coming 
in here and fighting his way on the team. Fighting his way until the starting role and fighting his way into a big-time role player on 
this team. Hats of to Shelby, he’s done a great job since the very first day he stepped in [the facility].” 
 
On Woods’ gameplan 
“I want to say it was simple. It was our style of defense. We wanted to get after it and we wanted to play solid coverage, which we 
always do with the ‘No Fly Zone’.  [ILB] Todd Davis and [ILB Brandon Marshall] B. Marsh played lights out for us. [ILB] Corey Nelson 
did a great job as well. When you have guys like that around you can just go down the list and call whatever call you want and you 
can be successful. We did a great job defensively, Coach Woods put us in great situations to win the game. Had a great fourth 
down stop and we didn’t get too many of those last year. That was an incredible feeling to go out there and see Todd Davis shoot 
the line and get a tackle for loss. Everybody played lights out and the coaches coached their butts off. It was an incredible day. It 
was a little bit too exciting, but a win is a win.” 
 
On covering the Chargers tight ends 
“Whenever you’re going against a guy like [TE] Antonio Gates and Philip Rivers, you have to be sharp. I think our safeties did an 
incredible job with those guys. We came into the game thinking they were going to feed Antonio the ball right off the bat, like any 
team would. Our safeties did an incredible job with covers, schemes and just being sharp. We have a great secondary, we have the 
best secondary in the National Football League. We held them to what was it? 180 yards passing? Under 200? Whenever you hold 
a team under 200 yards passing it’s incredible, especially in a passing league like this league has become. You can’t really touch 
them or do anything and to hold a team, especially with a Hall of Fame quarterback like that, we did an incredible job defensively.” 
 
QUARTERBACK TREVOR SIEMIAN 
 
On the fourth quarter 
“I’ve learned pretty quickly that nothing’s certain, especially when you’re playing a guy like [Chargers QB] Philip Rivers on the other 
sideline. Down the stretch there, I think offensively we wish we could have made a few more plays to help our defense out but 
shoot, a win’s a win. We’ll take it however we can get it.” 
 
On whether he feels like a dual-threat quarterback  
“No. Absolutely not.” 
 
On the team’s second offensive series  
“I just threw a little stop route to [RB] C.J. [Anderson] and he sat on it. I got lucky there and then got unlucky on the screen late so 
you’re going to get yours either way.” 
 
On balancing risk and injury  
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“You want to win. That’s the bottom line. Obviously with [Chargers DE Joey] Bosa and [Chargers OLB Melvin] Ingram on the other 
side, even if you’re not moving around, they’re moving you off your spot and trying to make you uncomfortable. They’re as good 
as it gets so I just had to do a couple things here and there but up front, those guys did a heck of a job. You’re talking about one of 
the best fronts in football. Our guys up front did a heck of a job.” 
 
On the two touchdown passes for WR Bennie Fowler III 
“Like you said it’s a free play and it’s just backyard football at that point. Bennie did a good job sneaking out the back and kind of 
had some space on the end line and made a heck of a catch.” 
 
On where the offense can improve  
“I think off the top of my head, we’d like to obviously score touchdowns in the red zone. We missed a couple chances to get sevens 
down there and kick field goals so I’m sure there’s a lot to look at but it sure helps when you can fix some things and you walk 
away with a win as well. 
 
On the first regular season game with Offensive Coordinator Mike McCoy 
“It’s an 11-man operation plus coach McCoy and the whole staff so I think we feel really good where we are at. We did some good 
things. Obviously red zone we want to clean up and then finishing the game. We can do a better job there but like I said, it feels 
good to win and beat a divisional opponent at home and go then back and say shoot, we can fix some of these things too. 
 
On the energy from the crowd  
“They were unbelievable, especially down the stretch. With as much stuff as Philip (Rivers) does at the line of scrimmage, you saw 
how hard it was for those guys to communicate. Our crowd was awesome. I haven’t been everywhere in the league, but [Sports 
Authority Field at] Mile High is a special place.” 
 
On juking Bosa on his rushing touchdown  
“I think Joey got me one other time so we’ll call it even. we’ll see him again so I’m sure I don’t want to see myself in that situation 
where it’s me and him too often. Glad to get in there for sure.” 
 
On whether there was an extra pressure with Oakland and Kansas City each winning in Week 1 
“You’re so invested week to week in the NFL. You get 16 chances, right? They go by so fast and you’ve got so much going into each 
week. We knew we’d have our hands full tonight. LA is a good team and they’re going to win a ton of games this year and we’re 
going to have our hands full again next week so that’s just the way the league works and we’re excited about it and we feel good 
about where we’re at.” 
 
On the offensive rhythm  
“Mike’s dialing it up. It’s our job as players, we have so much confidence in Mike, whatever he’s calling, it’s our job to just make it 
go. Just do your job. Don’t overthink anything. We are going to be in the right play and that’s where that confidence comes from 
for our group.” 
 
On success on third downs  
“When you’re talking about third downs, you’re talking about protection and blitz packages and different looks like that and I 
thought our offensive line did a really good job of handling those. Our tight ends and Bennie stepped up and all those guys did a 
good job trying to take away D.T. (Demaryius Thomas) and WR Emmanuel [Sanders] so that was an adjustment we had to make 
on the fly. Credit the guys up front for sure.” 
 
On being more aggressive running the ball  
“Obviously you want to be smart but you want to win too. Whatever it takes. You’re thinking about protecting yourself a little bit 
but shoot, if you’re trying to get a first down or you’re trying to score, that’s all you’re thinking about.” 
 
On the play where his helmet came off 
“I thought I was getting sacked. I turned around and kind of spun out and I didn’t have my helmet with me.” 
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RUNNING BACK C.J. ANDERSON 
 
On the offense’s performance in the second half 
“We have to be better in the second half. We let up as players. We have to be better than that. We know we can do better than 
that.” 
 
On what worked well during the scoring drives 
“I think the play action was working well. I thought we ran the ball decent. We definitely could do better on that. That’s on my 
part, myself and [RB] Jamaal [Charles]. I thought that [QB Trevor Siemian] Trev played outstanding. We could have protected him 
a little better. We’ll accept the win, but we definitely got a lot of things to correct.” 
 
On the productivity as a team 
“It can be anybody’s day. Today just happened to be [WR] Benny [Fowler] and the TEs and that’s good. We’ll change week to 
week and see what we can do against Dallas.” 
 
On the performance of the offense 
“That’s something positive we can take. We just need to watch the tape look at the negatives and correct those. Hopefully we 
can put up another 24 in the second half. Our goal is to put up 40, 50, 60 in a game. It takes all of us to do that. We all have to be 
dialed up on.” 
 
On the competition of the AFC West 
“We know our division is going to be tough. When we get division games we got to capitalize on that. Week to week we want to 
win. We beat LA we moving on to Dallas.” 
 
INSIDE LINEBACKER TODD DAVIS 
 
On closing the game out on the last drive 
“We just stepped up as a defense. We thrive on these games. We thrive on the games being on our shoulders. Tonight we just 
stepped up and made some huge plays. That was a great play by [DE Shelby Harris] to block that field goal. We just stepped up.”  
 
On the Broncos’ offensive performance  
“They looked amazing. They came out firing. There were points in the game where they looked unstoppable. Everything they threw 
out there, Los Angeles wasn’t able to handle. I am excited for our offense this year. They have a lot of firepower and they look 
good.”  
 
On the mentality of this game being a must-win 
“It was a big game. It was a division game. It was Monday Night Football. It was a must-win game all the way. Every game is a must-
win.” 
 
On competing against Chargers Philip Rivers 
“He is a great quarterback. He is going to fight you all way until the end. That is one of the things I love about competing against 
him. He is a great player.” 
 
On Harris’ blocked field goal 
“That is huge. I have seen a lot of good things from [DE] Shelby [Harris]. He made plays all preseason. For him to make another 
huge play tonight is just tremendous. I am happy to have him on the squad. I think he is going to do a lot of great things.”  
 
TIGHT END A.J. DERBY 
 
On making big plays 
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“We want to establish our offense and show that we can run and pass. [QB] Trevor [Semien] and our offensive line played great, 
created time for receivers to get open and we if we keep doing that and keep getting first downs it should be a good year.”  
 
On his performance 
“Whatever Coach tells me to do, I do. I’m happy we caught some balls within the tight end group and I think we all played good so 
we’re excited for it”.” 
 
On giving away the big lead in the fourth quarter 
“We just got to stay locked in. I don’t think we weren’t, but I think we cant just turn the ball over like we did, some things didn’t 
go our way but we just got to keep fighting, and we did and our defense stepped up for us.” 
 
On the quick turn around from a Monday night game 
“Tomorrow we’re going to get into Dallas, so its going to be a quick turn around and I’m excited.“ 
 
On Siemian’s performance 
“Trevor played great, made good decisions with the ball. He ran when he needed to and showed that he has some athleticism and 
it really helped the outcome.” 
 
WIDE RECEIVER BENNIE FOWLER III 
 
On offense coming out and pointing up points 
“Everybody touched the ball. It was very balanced and we will continue to build on this.”  
 
On the fourth quarter 
“We just have to finish. We have to finish at the end of the game, hold onto the ball and execute the four-minute.” 
 
On being 1-0  
“It is hard to win in this league and all that matters is the ‘W’.” 
 
On scoring two touchdowns 
“It was amazing. It felt great to go out there and get two touchdowns. I had two touchdowns in my career coming into the game, 
so it feels good.“ 
 
On if this is the start to a big year for him 
“I think so. I will continue to build on it. This is what I have been working for, so I am going to continue to show that.” 
 
DEFENSIVE END ADAM GOTSIS 
 
On the collective defensive performance tonight  
“We’ve got a great room this year and I think everyone really wants to play for the guy next to him. It’s an unselfish room. It doesn’t 
matter who’s in there to make the play. As long as we can stop them, that’s the defensive goal, and I think, again, we’re taking 
pride in stopping this run and getting them tonight. They had 65 yards rushing or something? When we take pride in things like 
that, we can win games.” 
 
On if he felt better tonight than he did at any point last season 
“Yeah I kind of felt like I did in the Green Bay [preseason] game tonight. That Green Bay game was really, it felt like a turning point 
where I was like, I’m starting to feel like myself again out there, starting to play fast again. And then I had the little shoulder ding 
in the Arizona [preseason] game, so I spent a little bit of the week getting back on that. But out there, you’ve just got to play hard. 
We’ve only got five guys rotating through. Every snap is just as important. It felt good to be out there playing with these guys.” 
 
On the Chargers were mounting a comeback in the fourth quarter 
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“You get that weird feeling in your stomach that it’s rolling and it’s like one stop wins the game. Sometimes it has to be more than 
a stop. Sometimes it has to be two or three and [Broncos DE] Shelby [Harris] made a [heck] of a play at the end of the game there, 
and that’s what it takes. Big play like that to close out the game, it’s awesome. Good first win.” 
 
TIGHT END VIRGIL GREEN 
 
On his big catch in the fourth quarter 
“We ran a play action and as soon as the ball was snapped, it was a track meet. I ran past the linebacker and I won. We made it 
work out. I wished we could’ve scored on that drive, but I think it did spark us a little bit. We won the game.” 
 
On the productivity of the tight ends 
“Our position coach, Geep Chryst, always just tells us to go out there and have fun. I think over the last few years that’s been my 
biggest issue. I’ve tried to hard to show people what I can do in the pass game. Today, I went and there and had fun. I let the 
opportunities come to me. Collectively, I think we did a great job, not just in the pass game but the run game as well.” 
 
CORNERBACK CHRIS HARRIS JR. 
 
On his thoughts of the game 
“These games [against Los Angeles] always go down to the wire. We never really blow them out. Their defense came up with two 
crucial turnovers and that’s what really got them back in the game.” 
 
On if this game felt like a must-win 
“It was definitely a must-win. I think all the games at home are must-win. We can’t afford to let any games at home slip and that 
was crucial for us to win tonight.” 
 
On what the team can improve upon 
“We can definitely work a lot on communication. My touchdown, that should never happen. The big touchdown to [Chargers wide 
receiver Travis] Benjamin should never happen. We’ve just got younger guys back there and they’ll learn as the time goes. 
Hopefully we’ll be able to fix it next week.” 
 
On the team giving Head Coach Vance Joseph the game ball 
“It’s big for him to get his first win as a head coach. We felt like we were well-prepared and had a great game plan. He did a great 
job.” 
 
On the young safeties 
“They’re growing, they’re definitely improving. We’ve still got a lot of work to do. There were a lot of communication errors that 
we had tonight and that’s something that we’ve got to fix for these next big games coming up.” 
 
DEFENSIVE END SHELBY HARRIS 
 
On whether his hand was hurt in making the game-winning block 
“No, not really, because your adrenaline is running and everything. I’m sure my fingers will hurt tomorrow, but I’m good.” 
 
On how it feels to contribute to a game-winning play  
“It feels great to do anything to help the team win. It’s not about the individual glory. It takes two to do that though, and so I 
couldn’t have done it without [Broncos DE Derek] Wolfe though. That’s a big moment right there.” 
 
On if he felt he got a good enough push on the converted field goal before the Broncos’ final timeout 
“Yeah I felt like I got a good push. We got a good push on every field goal today. I felt like we had a chance to block everyone 
today.” 
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On what goes through his head immediately after the play 
“You’re just like, ‘Man, we just won the game. I think we just won the game.’ And then when everyone starts going crazy, it’s like, 
‘I just won the game.’” 
 
On the key to containing Chargers RB Melvin Gordon 
“Knocking him back and just not giving him any lanes to run through. That first play, he got like 20 yards but then after that we 
kind of recuperated and made sure there were no holes for him to run in.” 
 
On envisioning his first game with the Broncos when he woke up this morning 
“A sack would’ve been nice (laughs). But I can’t really complain. Man, it’s just a big moment. I’m just happy to help the team. I’m 
really just happy to help the team in any way I can – special teams, defense – anything I can do.  
 
On if he knew Broncos HC Vance Joseph had called a timeout before the Chargers’ first field goal attempt 
“No clue at all. I was like [darn], we’re going to overtime. But you know, I’m happy for that timeout. We got to come back the next 
play and make a play, so hey, 1-0.” 
 
On making the jump to make the block 
“I didn’t even jump. If you get far enough back there, you don’t have to jump. The trajectory is low and so you’ll be able to block 
it.” 
 
WIDE RECEIVER EMMANUEL SANDERS 
 
On the statement the Broncos made with a season-opening win 
“I don’t know if we made a statement. I think at the beginning, we were making a statement and then we allowed them to come 
back. Obviously, I wanted to keep running up the score, but we turned the ball over and we weren’t able to do that and it came 
down to the wire. We’ve got to learn from that. We’ve got to keep our foot on the gas and just keep scoring, in my opinion. 
Obviously, we didn’t make a statement, but I think that as far as offensively, we showed the direction we can go. We can be really 
good, but we’ve just go to keep our foot on the gas.” 
 
On the importance of getting a win for new Broncos HC Vance Joseph 
“That was big. I think I’m calling that timeout was huge. That’s your first game as a head coach. To call that timeout, then the guy 
[Broncos DE Shelby Harris] comes and blocks the kick to end the game like that, that was just cool. But if it was me, I would rather 
it just be a blowout. We’ll try and fix that, but we’re going to show up to work on Wednesday with our mind right and just keep 
working.” 
 
On the play calling tonight 
“[Broncos Offensive Coordinator] Mike McCoy did a great job. The defensive coaches did a great job. Obviously throughout the 
whole game, we led the whole game. It’s just that last seven minutes in the fourth quarter, it just seemed like it just got away from 
us. So we just can’t let that happen.” 
 
On Broncos QB Trevor Siemian 
“He’s not the typical first-round quarterback, this and that, this and that, but I was talking to [Pro Football Hall of Fame QB] Kurt 
Warner today, and he was asking me, and I said, ‘Trevor reminds me of you, the underdog.’ And Kurt said, ‘All he has to do is keep 
leading,’ and I think we’ve got a leader on our offense and that’s all that matters.” 
 
On Joseph insisting it’s not over until it’s over 
“You see that tonight. Obviously, everybody in the stands was getting ready to leave. We thought it was over and then the next 
thing you know it’s a three-point game and they’re getting ready to tie the game and it’s about to go into overtime. We can’t let 
that happen. Obviously, it’s always good to get the win, but we can’t allow that to happen.” 
 
CORNERBACK AQIB TALIB 
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On tonight’s overall performance 
“It was weird. It was crazy. Turnovers, big plays on defense, turnovers – everything that we don’t want to do – so, stuff we’ve got 
to clean up. We know we’ve got to get better. We’ve got to finish out games better if we plan on doing something this year.” 
 
On Broncos Head Coach Vance Joseph’s message to the team after the win 
“Finish. We’ve got to finish a lot better. We’ll take the win, but we’ve got to finish better.” 
 
On his reaction to the game-winning field goal block by Broncos DE Shelby Harris 
“I was just happy. It was crucial; a division game. We know all of these division games are super important, so it was a real crucial 
game. It was a huge play by Shelby.” 
 
On what he saw from S Justin Stewart and S Will Parks 
“They played well. They covered. They tackled well. We could communicate a little bit better, but it was positive. We came out, 
besides the two drives, I think it was all positive.” 
 
On the message within the huddle as the Chargers came back in the fourth quarter 
“We were just trying to stay positive. That was all. We were just trying to stay positive, letting everybody know that it’s going to 
be on us. It’s going to be on us. We’re going to have to come out and finish the game, so everybody keep staying positive because 
we’re going to have to finish. That’s what we had to do.” 
 
On Broncos QB Trevor Siemian 
“Trev played great. I think on one of the interceptions that he threw, it could’ve been easily a hold or PI or something. He was like 
grabbing him by his jersey. That could’ve easily been a call. You take that out of the game and Trev played great.” 
 
On seeing the offense score  
“It’s good. It’s positive. It’s just a positive vibe all around on the sideline and in the locker room. There’s a positive vibe in the 
building. It’s great. That’s what we need.  
  
WIDE RECEIVER DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
 
On QB Trevor Siemian’s performance tonight 
“He came out and had a great game. Besides the one turnover we had, I don’t know how they made the play, but he came out and 
took care of the ball and did what the coaches asked him to do. Couldn’t have asked for anything better from him.” 
 
On if he agrees with WR Emmanuel Sanders that the offense could’ve scored more points 
“I do. We left some opportunities out there for sure. We were moving the ball up and down the field, and there was a couple of 
opportunities we could’ve scored instead of getting three points, but it’s the first time where the whole team played four quarters, 
new faces together and I think we did a good enough job today. We could’ve did a lot better, but we’ve got stuff to work on.” 
 
On what he takes away from struggling late  
“The only thing I remember is [DE] Shelby [Harris] blocking the kick, but mainly it’s you can’t come out and think the game is over. 
We were up, what 24-7? They scored a quick 14 points or whatever points they score and you have to play 60 minutes. We can’t 
do that no more this year because it may come back and haunt us.” 
 
On if they were expecting the offense to show potential under Offensive Coordinator Mike McCoy 
“Oh yeah we were expecting it. We expected more tonight, but like I said earlier, we’ve got worked to do. We’ll be better for sure, 
but I’m excited about where we’re going from here.” 
 
On the importance of getting Head Coach Vance Joseph his first win tonight 
“It was big for everybody. If it would’ve been any coach I would said the same answer. It was big for him, it was big for the Broncos, 
it was big for the organization to start off the track right.” 
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On if he had any family members affected by Hurricane Irma 
“I got some family in Georgia, it’s not too bad. My mother and my grandmother, they all came out here and they got away from it. 
I got power off until like Wednesday, trees falling, no floods, but a lot of winds and a lot rain and hopefully it flies over soon.” 
 
DEFENSIVE END DEREK WOLFE 
 
On DE Shelby Harris blocking the field goal after Head Coach Vance Joseph iced the kicker  
“I almost blocked that one. I could feel the ball graze my fingers, it was so close. Then I was like he is going to lean it on me. I was 
like Shelby [Harris] just go, just go. Normally I’m inside, and I was like just go. It was like he was not even there, just blew right by 
him. It was perfect. I was so happy for him, I tackled him to the ground. He is just such a good guy, works hard and he is a fun guy 
to be on the field with.” 
 
On art to blocking kicks 
“He is so low to the ground he can get through there. So if we both get a good push – you have to have so much air between the 
center, the long snapper and the defender, there has to be so much air there. Could you imagine if you’d had blocked it then got 
a penalty? Could you imagine? Yeah, it would have been a disaster.” 
 
On whether he was saying anything to Chargers QB Philip Rivers tonight 
“I did not even want to. I was too busy sucking air. I had a month off. I need to get back in shape. I did not notice the foot, it was 
seriously just the lungs. I got a little cramp out there. I am getting there.” 
 
CHARGERS HEAD COACH ANTHONY LYNN 
 
On the preparation of the game  
“A lot of preparation went into that game and we came up short and that stung a little bit. Every man in that locker room is 
hurting, they never stop fighting and I am proud of those guys. They waited all the way to the end. There are some things we 
could have done better to help ourselves.”  
 
On what aspects of the game could have bee 
“You know; we knew there were going to be some mistakes in this game but the guys played hard. I told them it was going to 
happen and don’t flinch. I don’t think they flinched and it went all the way down to the wire, but the way it ended there with the 
last couple series; I would love to it have back. But you know, you can’t take those back. You have to take advantage of those 
moments when you have those opportunities. “  
 
On the scoring drought for two and a half quarters 
“They have a pretty good pass-rush over there. You know I feel like earlier, we were running the ball and at some point in there 
we got away from it a little bit. We got behind by a couple of scores and I think we could have been a little more patient. I should 
have been more patient there. Instead of trying to catch up, I should have stayed true to the run game. That would have worn 
down the defense I think.”  
 
On the performance from the lines 
“We have to watch tape before I comment on how we want to play, but I thought overall the line played decent. Obviously, not 
good enough.”  
 
On Chargers TE Antonio Gates and TE Hunter Henry’s performances 
“We have to get those guys targets as coaches. We have to do that. They were double teaming Antonio, but we have to find 
those guys. We have to find those guys and dial up plays for them. The two good players to not get targeted, so that was on us.”  
 
On the short week to prepare for the next game 
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“Well you know, it hurts but we do not have the 24-hour rule anymore because we have to go back to work here on Wednesday. 
The Dolphins are in town waiting for us and they don’t care about this game or how we feel.”  
 
On Chargers CB Casey Hayward’s performance  
“Yes; a pick six. Casey makes those plays all the time. He just did not make it in the game. You only get so many opportunities in a 
ball game and when it comes your way, you have to take advantage of it.”  
 
On his feelings after his first regular season game as a head coach 
“Nothing really surprised me; not at all. I’m sure after I get a chance to watch the film, I’ll digest it all. I’m sure something may 
come to mind, but right now I cannot think of anything. It is just a football game and I feel like the guys played hard in it and we 
fell short.”  
 
CHARGERS QUARTERBACK PHILIP RIVERS 
 
On the struggle to get a good offense going 
“We just never got in a good flow. Whatever conversions, third downs; they stopped us. I missed that third down throw to [RB] 
Branden Oliver there right before the half. That would have been big—would have at least got us three there and made it 14-10. 
It just didn’t feel like we got in any rhythm—it wasn’t that we were playing terribly, we just weren’t really making any plays and 
then we turned it over there on the one which should be interesting to see. I’ve been told it wasn’t even close. We just waited 
too long to get started. You could feel it in the place and I know what it feels like. We’ve been on both sides of those kind of 
games when teams start roaring back like that, it’s like, “uh oh.” You know, you can feel them. We were going pretty good and 
just came up short.” 
 
On the fourth quarter 
“It’s easy to say that that’s how we can play. This is a heck of a team. This was as loud as I can remember this place. It was loud. I 
thought we handled it. We didn’t have any false starts. Well, we had a false start on the first play of the game but we didn’t have 
any silly penalties. We handled it, but it was definitely a home field advantage. We managed it and handled it. When we hit 
[Chargers WR/KR] Travis [Benjamin] with a touchdown right after the turnover—that was when you felt pretty good. We had a 
possession there right at the 4:30 mark after their missed field goal and that’s where I really thought, ‘This is the drive to go get a 
touchdown and win it.’ Then [Broncos CB Bradley] Roby made a heck of a play on [Chargers WR] Tyrell [Williams] and we went 
with a screen on third and long and didn’t get it. Punt and our defense got it right back for us. But at that point—by the time we 
got down in field goal range, we couldn’t risk anything with no time outs. I would have loved to take a shot or two at the end 
zone—I don’t mean I as in they didn’t want to, we just couldn’t. Hang onto the ball and you get sacked or something and you’ll 
lose a game. Too bad, because I thought [K Younghoe] Koo drilled the first one. They called a timeout and I think he drilled the 
second one too. Looks like to me it was right down the middle. I think if we had gotten to OT we could’ve finished it off—but we 
didn’t get that chance.” 
 
On moving forward after a loss 
“You won’t have a problem with guys’ attitude or guys moping around. Fifteen teams are 0-1 and fifteen teams are 1-0 and two 
didn’t play. We got a lot of football left. I think our fight and the way the defense stepped up. We got down to 24-7 and they 
said, ‘No more,’ and we got going. We just got going too late and that’s something we have to do, find a way to get in a rhythm 
sooner.” 
 
On crowd noise 
“It was as loud as I can remember it being here. It was definitely a factor. Now, I thought we handled it well—no pre-snap 
penalties or anything like that, but it was as hard to communicate as I’ve ever had here. That’s what makes it both so awesome 
and so challenging. Definitely a home field advantage for sure.” 
 
On whether crowd noise can change the rhythm of the offense 
“I think it can when you’re getting three-and-outs and three-and-outs and three-and-outs—when you’re not getting first downs 
it can. Because its, here we go its three and six, if you get a chance you better convert it. You’re going to sit for a while and then 
go—it’s not very complimentary. Our defense was able to sustain some long drives and we weren’t helping our D out by 
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sustaining anything ourselves—other than tying it up 7-7. The drive before the half—not completing the ball to [RB Branden 
Oliver] BO way down the boundary for a good gain. That hurt us—it’s 14-10 minimum to start the third quarter, so that’s one I 
want back.” 
 
On lack of involvement  
“You just never know going into the game how it’s going to come up. I couldn’t have predicted that [TE] Hunter [Harris] didn’t 
have a catch. I wouldn’t have predicted that, but that’s the way it came up. All of a sudden, [WR/KR] Travis [Benjamin] had a big 
play touchdown. [WR] Keenan [Allen] obviously got some balls. Gates got some late—it was just kind of the way it came up. Balls 
to running backs—I also couldn’t have told you [RB Austin] Ekeler would’ve got a pass in the game and he gets two passes. You 
just don’t know. They were definitely different—it’s a different defense than they’ve had here, scheme-wise. They’re definitely 
more Miami than they’ve been—Vance coming from Miami. They’ve played more of their stuff than they have ever played here. 
We expected that—we had all the stuff up for that, but they out-executed us. It’s the NFL.” 
 
On Chargers Head Coach Anthony Lynn 
“I thought we were put in a good enough position to win. We have to play better earlier as an offense and find a way to get it 
done. I think you saw how nobody panicked—that usually trickles down from the head coach. It’s 24-7 and nobody panicked and 
you look up and it’s 24-21 and we’re lining up to kick a 44-yard field goal to tie it up. I think, including all of you, we were all 
surprised—the whole building was. But the sideline wasn’t and that starts with Coach Lynn.” 
 
On whether this game reminded him of close losses last season 
“No, I don’t think so. Some of the close losses last season, we were terrible. Some of those close losses were just bad football. 
We’re there, we’re there, we’re there and then just some critical error. Obviously, you never like to get a field goal blocked but 
there other plays in this game. It wasn’t, “Gosh, they just went out there and played terribly”—we fought, we battled, and it was 
a heck of a game to watch for those who weren’t asleep or didn’t turn it off when it was 24-7. We scrapped and clawed—we’ve 
always done that since 2004, 2005, 2006 and all the way back. If I can help contribute, we’ll always have that as a characteristic.” 
 
On if the early mistakes or missed field goal hurt more 
“I think it’s both-and. Anytime you’ve got a chance to tie the game up and send it to overtime—when you were down 24-7 in the 
fourth quarter—it hurts. You fight and claw and get right there. You want to get a chance to go to OT and you don’t. Then when 
the dust settles you go ‘If we’d have just taken care of this and this earlier in the game, if I’d have done a little better offensively 
or made a few more throws, then we wouldn’t have been kicking a game-winning field goal, we’d have been taking a knee, 
maybe’. That’s what they’re saying in their locker room, that it never should have gotten to that and it should’ve been 28-7. It’s a 
game. It’s easy to say what we should have done, but I always remind everyone that there’s an opponent over there.” 
 
On the effectiveness of their two-minute drill 
“With no timeouts, you’ve got to be careful. Once we got into field goal range, we had to make sure we didn’t ruin it. There 
wasn’t quite enough time. If there’d been 55 seconds, then you say ‘Let’s go win. Let’s just go win it. We can hit a ball in the 
middle, we can do whatever and have time.’ But when it got down to that 14-second mark, I had to throw one away. Then at 
eight seconds, that was the plan, to just go throw one more away to get it down to where we don’t have to kickoff. The risk-
reward is no good when you get down that low, trying to heave it up into the end zone and something terrible happening. I 
thought we did alright considering no timeouts and being down three. Obviously we’re in a little bit different mindset if we’re 
down where we need a touchdown.” 
 
On what he takes away from this game  
“I think our toughness and fight. I think that’s something we’ve had, but this is a new team and a new season. I think at least we 
can say that we still have that trait. It doesn’t count for anything right now, but over these next 15 games, to give us a chance to 
get into the tournament, it counts for something. Denver’s a heck of a team so you have to give them credit for reasons why we 
stumbled early. You’ve got to give them credit; you’re talking about one of the top defenses in the league over the last three or 
four years. It’s the same group over there for the most part. This one hurts, but we’ve got a long way to go.” 
 
WIDE RECEIVER KEENAN ALLEN 
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On his first game back in a year 
“It was a fun game to play in and a fun atmosphere. It was an exciting and it was fun. It was too bad we didn’t come back on them.” 
 
On the forced turnovers by the defense 
“We were excited. The defense started making plays and getting turnovers. It was exactly what we needed, when we needed it. 
We were fired up and ready to get back on the field.” 
 
On his touchdown catch 
“I got in the endzone. It was a great play and great ball by ‘Phil’ [Rivers]. I thought it was a ticky-tack flag, he called some crazy 
stuff. It was fun to get back in the endzone.” 
 
On emotions during the final field goal attempt 
“It was tough, the way the game ended. It was fun to play in definitely. We knew it was going to be an all-out fight all the way 
through. It happened the way it happened.” 
 
On the offense struggling throughout the first three quarters 
“We kept shooting ourselves in the foot. We had one or two bad plays every drive, going backwards. We’ll have to go in and watch 
it and look at it on film and see what we have to correct.” 
 
On how the loss feels 
“It feels like a loss to me. It’s not a win, so it doesn’t really feel good. We’ll have to see what we need to correct.” 
 
On what changed for Rivers in the fourth quarter 
“He settled us down really well. The line started picking up the blitzes and making blocks. We started to move the ball really well. 
I think it took us too long to get going on offense. We could have made a lot more plays early on.” 
 
On what the offense has to change for next week 
“It’s the execution. We’ve got to execute better and make the plays that we’re supposed to make early.” 
 
LOS ANGELES KICKER YOUNGHOE KOO 
 
On his emotions from what appeared to be a game-tying field goal to the blocked kick. 
“It’s unfortunate. I wish it went in but it is what it is. We’ve just got to learn from it and move on the next one.” 
 
On whether he heard the timeout 
“I noticed it afterwards.” 
 
On if he thought the timeout was taken in time 
“I don’t know. That’s not for me to judge.” 
 
On hoping he gets another opportunity  
“As a kicker, you dream about those moments. But at the same time, you’ve got to come through.” 
 
On whether he was nervous in a game-winning kick situation  
“Today, the whole day, my mentality was just to take advantage of the opportunity. It’s a great opportunity for me and that was 
my mentality.” 
 
On what went through his head on the field goal attempt  
“As soon as I kicked it, I heard the whistle. I knew I had to get my mind right to go back and kick another field goal.” 
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On whether he expected the Broncos to take a timeout 
“I don’t know. I was just focusing on making the kick.” 
 


