
Inspired Broncos' defense faces difficult challenge in 
Panthers 
By Troy Renck 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
DeMarcus Ware found inspiration in the same place that changed his life years ago: the weight room. 
Asked to address the Broncos on Saturday night before the biggest game of the season and biggest 
game of many of their lives, the "Iron Sharpens Iron" emblazoned on the wall spoke to him. 
 
"Coach (Gary) Kubiak knows I will speak from what's on my heart," Ware said Monday. "I saw the image 
and went from there." 
 
The speech resonated. Teammates admire the outside linebacker for his professionalism, for his 
personality, for his résumé. But many weren't aware he never had reached a conference championship 
game. When he reminded teammates of the importance of playing for one another, it struck home. 
 
"That was probably one of the best pregame speeches I've heard," Broncos cornerback Aqib Talib said. 
"Right afterward, I said, 'We need to do that right before we get dressed for the game. ... It touched 
everybody. It was goose bumps." 
 
The accomplishment — a 14th victory and a second Super Bowl in three seasons — hasn't worn off, but 
reality is sinking in. Denver faces an even more daunting challenge than dethroning the defending 
champions: a Feb. 7 date with the NFL's most impressive team this season. The Carolina Panthers, who 
figured to spend the season on the side of the road with hazard lights flashing after wide receiver Kelvin 
Benjamin's knee injury, own a 17-1 record. The Panthers opened as 4.5-point Super Bowl favorites after 
their 49-15 demolition of the Arizona Cardinals in the NFC championship game 
 
Carolina boasts a top-10 offense and defense. And the motor runs hot behind likely NFL MVP 
quarterback Cam Newton. He is a bigger version of Seattle's Russell Wilson, both physically and 
statistically. After a 35-touchdown, 10-interception regular season, Newton has continued to embarrass 
opponents in the playoffs. In the Panthers' two victories, he has thrown for 496 yards, rushed for 50 and 
accounted for five touchdowns. 
 
"He's probably the most dangerous player in the NFL right now," Talib said. "He's the best of both 
worlds." 
 
After Broncos coach Gary Kubiak reviewed his game film, he watched Carolina clips. Against Arizona, the 
Panthers forced quarterback Carson Palmer into six turnovers. In the first halves of the past two games, 
they have outscored the opposition 55-7. 
 
"They've been dominant in all phases," Kubiak said. 
 
While Denver's offense reverted to its half- and half not phase — four first downs after halftime — the 
defense delivered a signature performance. The Broncos hit New England's Tom Brady 20 times, the 
most punishment an NFL quarterback has absorbed this season and the most Brady has suffered since 
2006. 
 



Newton, though, is a different animal. He is 26, and 13 years and 48 days younger than the Broncos' 
Peyton Manning, the largest age gap between starting quarterbacks in Super Bowl history. He stands at 
6-foot-6, 260 pounds, making him LeBron James in shoulder pads. In two losses this season, the Broncos 
struggled to contain the Indianapolis Colts' Andrew Luck and Pittsburgh's Ben Roethlisberger despite 
pressuring them. 
 
Newton, summed up Talib, is "super unique." But the Broncos' defense remains special and inspired, in 
no small part, by Ware. 
 
"Let's bring the Orange Crush back. That's the way we played (against New England)," Ware said. "We 
played even beyond our own standards. It was the type of game that's going to carry over and motivate 
us in the Super Bowl." 
 
Horseplay 
 
The Broncos opened as 4.5-point underdogs for Super Bowl 50. NFL reporter Troy E. Renck looks at how 
the team's stack up in critical categories: 
 
Denver Broncos   Head to head ranking  Carolina Panthers 
283.1, first  Defense yards allowed  322.9, sixth 
22.9, 19th  Avg. points scored per game 31.25, first 
-4, 19th   Takeaways   +20, first 

  



Gary Kubiak praises 'smart' D, Aqib Talib talks Gronk, 
more 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
In the days leading up to the Broncos' AFC championship game against the New England Patriots, much 
of the focus was on Denver's defense and quarterback Tom Brady's quick release. Failing to pressure 
Brady was one of Kansas City's downfalls in the divisional round. And attacking him early and often 
posed a challenge for the Broncos' pass rush. 
 
But the Broncos' defense saved its finest performance of the season for Sunday, hitting Brady 20 times, 
sacking him four times, breaking up 10 of his passes and intercepting him twice in a 20-18 victory. 
 
"First off, (Brady) is really hard to get to, so I think that's what's really impressive about it," Broncos 
coach Gary Kubiak said. He added: "We got off on the ball probably as well as I saw us get off all year 
with our edge guys and stuff, DeMarcus (Ware) and Von (Miller). That has a lot to do with it. Then when 
we got there, we were smart." 
 
Harris holds up. Cornerback Chris Harris, despite earlier reports that his left shoulder injury limited him 
in routine daily activities, played 82 snaps (99 percent), the most of any Broncos defender. Some of 
those plays were at safety, as he helped to fill the void when starters Darian Stewart (knee) and T.J. 
Ward (ankle) were sidelined with injuries. 
 
"Chris played for almost the whole fourth quarter," fellow cornerback Aqib Talib said. "He is a tough guy. 
I know about him. I know how tough he is. I know how he's going to compete. That's what he did." 
 
Safety concerns. Kubiak said he did not have an injury update on Stewart and Ward but that they would 
be day to day. 
  
"I think they're both doing pretty well today," Kubiak said. "They both have a chance of being there for 
us in two weeks, but we'll go a day at a time and see how things work out." 
 
Talib's take. Talib prevented a Patriots touchdown on fourth-and-6 at Denver's 14-yard line late in the 
fourth quarter. Brady, under pressure, targeted tight end Rob Gronkowski in the end zone, where he 
was covered by Talib and Shiloh Keo. Talib broke up the pass from behind, but Gronkowski wanted a 
defensive holding call on Talib. 
 
"It was a Hail Mary, almost. I ended up on Gronk. (Brady threw the ball) up. I got higher than Gronk if 
you look at it," Talib said. "TV copy. Check the TV copy. I got higher. He threw it up, I got higher than him 
and I was able to break it up. 
 
"No call. I didn't think I held him. Did you think I held him? I didn't think I held him." 
 
Footnotes. Ware said he learned of his Hulk mural that was painted by local artist Gamma Acosta on 
Colfax Avenue and hoped to see it in person. "It's a big thing," he said, "especially when the town is 
behind it." ... The Broncos signed former Colorado tight end Nick Kasa to their practice squad and 
waived tight end Dan Light.  



Broncos to wear white uniforms in Super Bowl 50 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
When the Broncos face the Panthers in Super Bowl 50, they will wear the all-white uniforms that helped 
them to their second Super Bowl title, over the Falcons in 1999. 
 
As the designated home team, the Broncos got to choose their uniform color for the big game. The 
home/away designations for Super Bowls switches conferences each year; Seattle was the home team in 
last year’s Super Bowl against the Patriots and elected to wear their blue-on-blue uniforms. 
 
“We’ve had some Super Bowl success in our white uniforms, and we’re looking forward to wearing them 
again in Super Bowl 50,” general manager and executive vice president John Elway said via the team’s 
website. 
 
Super Bowl 50 will be the Broncos’ eighth appearance all-time and their seventh since Pat Bowlen 
purchased the team in 1984. They own a 2-5 all-time record. 
 
The Broncos wore all white in only one other Super Bowl appearance, in a loss to the Giants in 1987. 
They won their first world championship, against the Packers in Super Bowl XXXII, wearing their blue 
jerseys and white pants. And of their five losses, four have been in orange jerseys with white pants. 
 
A look back at the Broncos’ Super Bowl uniforms: 
 
Super Bowl XII — Cowboys 27, Broncos 10 
 
Hard to tell in black-and-white (limited photo options), but the Broncos wore orange jerseys and white 
pants in their first Super Bowl appearance. The result: Their first of five Super Bowl losses. Quarterback 
Craig Morton completed only eight passes and the Broncos gained only 156 nets yards. 
 
Super Bowl XI — Giants 39, Broncos 20 
 
The Broncos, donning all-white uniforms in their second Super Bowl appearance, fell to the Giants in 
Pasadena, Calif., after giving up 30 second-half points. John Elway finished 22-of-37 for 304 yards, one 
passing touchdown, one rushing touchdown and one interception. Giants quarterback Phil Simms took 
home MVP honors after completing 22 of 25 attempts for 268 yards with three touchdowns and zero 
interceptions. 
 
Super Bowl XXII — Redskins 42, Broncos 10 
 
The Broncos returned to the Super Bowl for the second-consecutive year, but they again went home in 
defeat. Wearing their orange-and-white ensemble, the Broncos took an early 10-point lead before 
Washington went on a 42-0 run to win it. 
 
Super Bowl XXIV — 49ers 55, Broncos 10 
 
Another Super Bowl in orange and white, another loss — this one the most lopsided game in Super Bowl 
history. 



 
Super Bowl XXXII — Broncos 31, Packers 24 
 
After losing four previous Super Bowls, the Broncos, wearing their blue jerseys with white pants, finally 
got their hands on the Lombardi Trophy. Terrell Davis, the Broncos’ all-time leading rusher, played 
through a migraine and scored the go-ahead touchdown with 1:45 remaining to earn MVP honors — in 
his hometown of San Diego, no less. 
 
Super Bowl XXXIII — Broncos 34, Falcons 19 
 
In Elway’s final NFL game, the Broncos defeated the Falcons in Miami for their second consecutive Super 
Bowl title. Named the game’s MVP, Elway completed 18 of 29 passes for 336 yards, with one touchdown 
and one interception, and had one rushing touchdown in the victory. 
 
Super Bowl XLVIII — Seahawks 43, Broncos 8 
 
Peyton Manning’s record season ended with one of the worst losses in Super Bowl history. This game 
might be one of four reasons Denver will not be wearing their orange jerseys and white pants on Feb. 7 
against Carolina. 

  



Owen Daniels explains his pre-halftime ‘point’ in AFC 
championship 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Owen Daniels, despite what many believed, was not confused. In fact, he was more aware than most at 
Sports Authority Field on Sunday, following Tom Brady’s kneel-down that ended the second quarter. 
 
As players rushed to the tunnels for the break, the cameras zoomed in on Daniels, the Broncos’ tight end 
who stood pointing with a perplexed expression on his face. 
 
“I got some comments about that on social media that I looked really confused,” he said with a smile. 
“Last year in the playoff game against Pittsburgh, we had set up a situation where in that stadium, they 
exit right behind their bunch. It was set up to where if somehow, some way we get the ball at the end of 
the half by the tunnel that we go out with time enough where we’re just going to take a knee. We were 
going to take a knee, act like we were walking off, have them go off, come back, snap the ball and run 
for a touchdown. That was our plan. New England has always got something up their sleeve. Kind of the 
same situation. Our guys were kind of exiting and getting away. (Coach Gary Kubiak) was right there 
doing the same thing, so I was just making sure I was ready to make a tackle. I was making sure they 
weren’t doing that, because you never know.” 
 
Daniels, well aware of the Patriots’ trickery, was prepared. Not confused. 
 
“I wouldn’t put it past them because we tried to do that same thing,” he said. “That was what I was 
looking at. I know that’s kind of out there, but hey crazier stuff has happened. I was aware of it just 
because I had been in that situation last year. We tried to do that to another team, so I was kind of alert 
to that.” 

  



Broncos' victory is highest-rated AFC championship 
game in 30 years 
By Nicki Jhabvala 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos' 20-18 AFC championship victory over the Patriots on CBS on Sunday was the highest-rated 
AFC title game in 30 years and the second-most-watched AFC championship in 39 years. 
 
The game, the first of the two conference title games aired Sunday, pulled in a rating/share of 29.3/51 
(29.3 percent of households tuned in and 51 percent of households with TVs in use watched the game), 
beating out the NFC championship game between the Panthers and Cardinals on Fox by 22 percent 
(24.1/37). The previous high was achieved by the Patriots-Dolphins conference title game on NBC on 
Jan. 12, 1986, which earned a 32.4/56 rating/share. 
 
The game was the second-most-watched AFC championship game in either time slot and on any 
network in 39 years, drawing 53.3 million viewers and trailing only the Jets-Steelers AFC championship 
game Jan. 23, 2011 (54.9 million, on CBS). Sunday's NFC championship on Fox, by comparison, drew 45.7 
million, a 17 percent difference. 
 
Viewership for the Broncos AFC title victory peaked with an average of 62.9 million viewers from 4 to 
4:30 p.m., around the Patriots' fourth-quarter touchdown to close the Broncos' lead to two. 

  



Eye on Carolina Panthers ahead of Denver Broncos 
Super Bowl 50 matchup 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Panthers vs. Broncos, 4:30 p.m. on Feb. 7, KCNC-4 
 
For the record: The Panthers (15-1) are coming off a 49-15 annihilation of the Arizona Cardinals in the 
NFC championship game. 
 
Who's hot: The Panthers' defense forced quarterback Carson Palmer and the Cardinals into seven 
turnovers. Palmer alone had six — four interceptions and two lost fumbles. Panthers safety Kurt 
Coleman had two interceptions. Linebacker Luke Kuechly had a fumble recovery and a pick-six. 
 
Who's not: Carolina's gearshift often gets stuck in neutral. In their 31-24 NFC divisional playoff win over 
the Seattle Seahawks, the Panthers jumped out to a 31-0 halftime lead. They allowed Seattle to score 24 
straight in a comeback effort. For a team that often comes out on fire, they can take their foot off the 
pedal once they get a lead. 
 
Key stat: The Panthers led the NFL with a plus-20 turnover margin, six better than the second-place 
Kansas City Chiefs. Denver was tied for 19th with a minus-4 margin. 
 
FYI: The Broncos are playing in their second Super Bowl in three seasons. Carolina is making its second 
trip in franchise history — the Panthers lost 32-29 to the Patriots in Super Bowl XXXVIII to end the 2003 
season. 
 
Injury update: Linebacker Thomas Davis suffered a broken forearm in the game against the Cardinals. 
He had surgery Monday and expects to play in the Super Bowl. 
 
Coachspeak: "The lion always eats until he is satisfied. Then he sleeps. We can't be satisfied. We just 
can't." —Panthers coach Ron Rivera, to The Charlotte Observer 

  



Broncos preparing to face "big, physical, fast" Panthers, 
Cam Newton 
By Cameron Wolfe 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Coach Gary Kubiak came into the Broncos' practice facility Monday morning and turned on the Panthers' 
game tape. 
 
His first impression: "dominant in all phases." 
 
While it was sinking into the Broncos that they were going to their second Super Bowl in three years, the 
Panthers were trouncing the Cardinals on the way to their second in franchise history. 
 
"This team is No. 1 (in) turnover ratio," Kubiak said. "Top-five offense, top-five defense." 
 
In a way these teams are similar, at least on defense — intimidating and drive on turnovers. 
 
The Panthers had a plus-20 turnover ratio during the regular season, six better than the second best 
Chiefs. They had a league-leading 39 takeaways, six more than the second-place Cardinals. And 12 more 
than the Broncos. 
 
It all starts with the man in the middle, linebacker Luke Kuechly. 
 
"Boy, they are really good on defense, Kuechly runs the show. He's just an amazing player," Kubiak said. 
"What I see is a big physical, fast football team." 
 
The Panthers forced seven turnovers against Arizona in the NFC championship game. Kuechly had two 
with a fumble recovery and a pick-six. He also led the team with eight tackles. 
 
Although Kuechly is the quarterback of the Panthers' defense, Carolina's quarterback Cam Newton is a 
handful in his own right. 
 
"He's probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now," cornerback Aqib Talib. 
 
Newton presents a dual threat that Broncos haven't seen this season. Talib said he's "super unique" and 
"probably could play any position." 
  
Newton is a prime candidate to win the league's most valuable player award. He finished the season 
with 45 total touchdowns and 10 interceptions. 
 
The Broncos and defensive coordinator Wade Phillips will have all hands on deck to figure out a plan to 
neutralize Newton. 
 
"It will very much be a different type of look," Kubiak said. "We could definitely use the extra time 
defensively." 
 
 



Injury updates 
 
Linebacker Thomas Davis confirmed he suffered a broken forearm in their 49-15 win over the Cardinals. 
He said he still expects to play in the Super Bowl. For a guy that has returned after three ACL surgeries, 
it'd be foolish to count him out already. 
 
The Broncos have their own injuries. Safeties T.J. Ward (ankle) and Darian Stewart (knee) both left the 
game in the second half and did not return. 
 
Stewart suffered a sprained right MCL when an offensive lineman fell on his leg, but he said there was 
"no question" that he would play in the Super Bowl. Ward suffered a sprained ankle, but guaranteed 
that he would be on the field in two weeks. 
 
Kubiak said he hadn't received any update the day after the injuries, but "both have a chance to play." 

  



A look at the Broncos' hits on Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady 
By David Krause 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Getting to Brady 
 
Harried and hurried most of the day, New England quarterback Tom Brady dropped to 2-7 all time in 
Denver. He was sacked four times and knocked to the ground on 11 other plays. 
 
FIRST QUARTER 
 
• Last play of the Patriots' opening drive, Brady is hit in the pocket by defensive end Derek Wolfe after 
the release on a third-and-8 incomplete pass to Rob Gronkowski. 
 
• Chased down from behind by Wolfe, Brady falls for a 2-yard sack on third-and-14 on the Pats' third 
drive. 
 
SECOND QUARTER 
 
• Scrambling to the sideline on third-and-10, Brady takes a shot to his left thigh from cornerback Aqib 
Talib after running past the first-down marker. Talib gives Brady a tap on helmet as they return to the 
field. 
 
• Three plays later, Brady takes a 6-yard sack by linebackers Von Miller and DeMarcus Ware to end a 13-
play drive, and New England settles for a 46-yard field goal. 
 
• After releasing a pass that gets intercepted by Darian Stewart, Brady is driven to the ground by 
defensive end Malik Jackson as the pocket collapses. 
 
THIRD QUARTER 
 
• On New England's fifth play of the second half, Brady is knocked down by defensive end Vance Walker 
after his release on an incomplete pass into the end zone. The Patriots again settle for a field goal. 
  
• Miller goes untouched into the pocket and drops Brady for a hard sack at New England's 2-yard line on 
the Patriots' first play of their second possession. 
 
• On New England's next drive, Brady is chased out of the pocket and shoved down by Jackson after 
throwing an incomplete pass on a first-down play. 
 
• Just two plays later on third-and-10, Brady tries to step up in the pocket and is sacked by Miller as 
Ware falls hard on him. 
 
 
 
 



FOURTH QUARTER 
 
• On fourth-and-1 at the Broncos' 16-yard line, Ware chases after and knocks down Brady as he lobs a 
pass to Julian Edelman, who is stopped short of a first down with 5:56 left in the game. 
 
• On the first play of New England's next possession, Brady is driven to the ground by Jackson after a 
hurried, incomplete pass. 
 
• Two plays later, Brady gets wrapped up by the ankles and falls back on Ware on a 28-yard pass to Rob 
Gronkowski to keep a drive alive, but it ends on an incomplete fourth-down pass at the Denver 14. 
 
• On the second play of the Patriots' final drive, Ware again chases Brady out of the pocket and forces 
the QB to throw an incomplete pass as he falls down. 
 
• Next play, nearly the same thing as Ware comes off the corner, forces Brady to step up in the pocket 
and throw the ball away as Ware takes him to the ground. 
 
• On third-and-goal from the Broncos' 4-yard line, Ware and Wolfe collapse the pocket and Brady again 
throws the ball away as he falls to the ground. 

  



Super Bowl-bound Broncos fans getting more air travel 
options 
By Alicia Wallace 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Airlines are bumping up their Super Bowl-bound flights to meet the demands the AFC Champion Denver 
Broncos' hometown fans. 
 
Southwest Airlines on Monday announced it added three nonstop flights from Denver to San Francisco 
on Feb. 5 and three more nonstop flights from San Francisco to Denver on Feb. 8. JetBlue added two 
flights between the cities on those same dates. 
 
The Broncos will square off against the Carolina Panthers in the NFL championship game on Feb. 7 at 
Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif. 
 
Denver International Airport is Southwest's fourth-busiest operation and is the fastest-growing market 
for the airline, which recently marked a 10-year anniversary at DIA. 
 
So as of 6 a.m. Monday, Southwest has a total of six nonstop flights for those respective destinations on 
Feb. 5 and Feb. 8, spokeswoman Michelle Agnew said. 
 
Southwest did not add any Super Bowl-related flights for its operation serving the home market of the 
Carolina Panthers. 
 
Southwest has a smaller presence in Charlotte, N.C., and only one daily, one-stop flight between the 
Queen City and San Francisco. 
 
"We just had a much greater opportunity in Denver," Agnew said. 
 
Southwest might not be alone in its endeavor. Denver-based Frontier Airlines is "studying the 
possibility" of more flights on Super Bowl weekend, spokesman Jim Faulkner said. 

  



Super Bowl 50 tickets average $6K for Broncos, 
Panthers battle 
By Jesse Paul 
Denver Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
Ticket prices for the Super Bowl 50 matchup between the Denver Broncos and Carolina Panthers were 
averaging about $6,000 as of Monday morning, according to a report from TiqIQ.com. 
 
The website, a resale hub, said the cost is roughly 38 percent less than the average price of a seat at last 
year's Super Bowl of $9,722. 
 
The minimum ticket cost for the Feb. 7 battle at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif., was $3,279 as of 
Monday morning for a spot in the 400's level. 
 
TiqIQ said suites for the game are for sale at a cost of up to $544,000. The most expensive ticket the site 
found was more than $26,100 for a seat in section 116, row 4. 
 
StubHub.com, another ticket resale site, showed many Super Bowl 50 seats still open on Monday. 
 
The website PrimeSport.com on Monday was offering airfare, lodging and ticket packages up to $7,000. 
 
Broncos' season-ticket holders were put into a lottery and some found out Monday if they were chosen 
for an opportunity to buy a seat. All season-ticket holders were automatically eligible for the drawing 
and those selected could purchase up to two seats. 
 
The Broncos website did not indicate how many holders would be selected. 
  
Kayak.com showed a minimum airfaire to and from Denver International Airport and San Francisco 
International Airport on Feb. 6 and Feb. 8 of $340 as of Monday. 

  



Broncos Super Task: Newton is rare 5,000-50 player 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
January 25, 2016 
 
Basketball makes a big deal about players who can post a double-double.  Baseball has a 30-30 category 
for its elite. 
 
The best football player on the planet, Cam Newton, is a 5,000-50 guy. As in 5,019 yards combined 
passing and rushing and 50 combined touchdowns this season. 
 
The breakdown for the Carolina Panthers’ quarterback this season, including his two playoff wins: 4,333 
yards and 38 touchdowns passing, and 686 yards rushing with 12 touchdowns. No wonder Carolina will 
bring a 17-1 record into their Super Bowl 50 matchup with the 14-4 Denver Broncos. 
 
“He’s the best of both worlds,’’ said Broncos cornerback Aqib Talib. “He’s probably the most dangerous 
quarterback in the NFL right now.” 
 
The Broncos upset the New England Patriots on Sunday largely because their defensive front got an 
incredible 20 hits on quarterback Tom Brady. But he’s a statue next to Newton, who is not only bigger 
than Big Ben Roethlisberger at 6-foot-5, 245 -- he’s faster. 
 
Denver pass rushers could pretty much pin their ears back and sprint straight ahead at Brady. They may 
have to use a more controlled pass rush against Newton. Then again, that brings problems, too. 
 
“You can’t rush timid because if you do that, he’s one of those pocket quarterbacks that can get the ball 
deep down the field,’’ said Broncos’ outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware.  “You have to be able to get 
pressure on him, but you have to be decisive on how you’re rushing. 
 
“You can’t be a wild rusher with big, wide B-gaps or let him run in the A-gap and do what he wants to do 
because he’s actually a running back himself. He can get yards and make big plays so you have to make 
sure the pocket is tight when you’re rushing against him, but you still have to be aggressive.” 
 
The Patriots were a one-dimensional, pocket-passing team. Newton's counterpart in Super Bowl 50, 
Broncos' quarterback Peyton Manning, was 6,000-60 player entering Super Bowl 48 two years ago: 
6,107 yards and 59 touchdowns passing (including two postseason games) and minus-31 yards with one 
touchdown rushing. 
 
The Panthers have a triple-threat offense where Newton can run, Newton can pass, or Newton can hand 
off to running back Jonathan Stewart. 
 
The good news for the Broncos is they have two weeks to prepare. 
 
“We’ve got to come up with a great game plan against them like we did against New England,” Talib 
said. “It’s not my job to come up with the game plan. That’s what coach Wade (Phillips) does. We’re 
pretty sure he’ll come up with a great game plan so we can be successful.” 

  



Top two picks in 2011 NFL Draft set up Super Bowl 50 
By Mike Klis 
9 News 
January 25, 2016 
 
The most productive seeds to Super Bowl 50 were planted in the 2011 NFL Draft. 
 
The Carolina Panthers with the No. 1 overall selection took Auburn quarterback Cam Newton. The 
Denver Broncos with the No. 2 overall pick took Texas A&M defensive end/outside linebacker Von 
Miller. 
 
Today, Newton and Miller are the best players on their respective teams. Newton's Panthers and 
Miller's Broncos will meet -- at the same time in the Carolina pocket if all goes well for Denver -- in Super 
Bowl 50 that will be played Feb. 7 at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif. 
 
The Panthers were coming off a 2-14 season in 2010 that led to head coach John Fox's dismissal. The 
Broncos were coming off a 4-12 record in 2010 that led to John Fox's arrival for 2011. 
 
Both teams hit big with their initial picks in the draft. Where the teams separated is in the subsequent 
rounds. The Panthers whiffed after Newton as none of their remaining seven draft selections finished 
out their rookie contracts with the team. 
 
The Broncos, meanwhile, followed up by taking safety Rahim Moore and offensive lineman Orlando 
Franklin in the second round; linebacker Nate Irving in the third; safety Quinton Carter and tight end 
Julius Thomas in the fourth; inside linebacker Mike Mohamed in the sixth; and tight end Virgil Green and 
defensive end Jeremy Beal in the seventh. 
 
Only Green and Miller remain, although Moore, Franklin, Irving and Thomas were starters before they 
all signed multi-year, multi-million dollar contracts with other teams through free agency prior to this 
year. 

  



Ware inspired Broncos with pregame speech 
By Aaron Matas 
9 News 
January 25, 2016 
 
The choice was clear. 
 
"I thought he was the perfect guy for the situation," said Broncos head coach Gary Kubiak, who often 
has a player address the team before a game. Heading in to the AFC Championship, he chose someone 
who had never been on that stage before. 
 
"He told me 'Hey DeMarcus, I want you to speak to the team'," linebacker DeMarcus Ware said. 
"Because he knows how I'll get up there and speak in a minute about what's on my heart." 
 
"I think a lot of young guys don’t realize, they look at him, his career, his success, but yet they had no 
idea that he had never played in a championship game," Kubiak said. "They had no idea that he had only 
won two playoff games. I thought it was a good message for him to talk about enjoying the moment, 
understanding the situation and taking advantage of the situation. He did a great job.” 
 
It sounds like Ware gave a speech worthy of the big screen. 
 
"We have a motto on this team that iron sharpens iron, and another man sharpens another," said Ware 
after Sunday's victory over New England. "I just told the guys that everybody bought in to that 
mentality. I said the only way you're going to make metal hard is if you beat it down." 
 
Ware had powerful words but also a prop. He brought out the Super Bowl trophy from the Broncos first 
championship back in 1998. 
 
"I sat it on the table and I just got really quiet and I seen all the guys eyes, how they felt, what they felt 
because I felt the same way," Ware said. 
 
"He had a hell of a speech for us. I was welled up and I know a lot of other guys were too," Broncos tight 
end Owen Daniels told 9NEWS. 
 
"Goosebumps. That was probably one of the best pregame speeches that I've heard," said cornerback 
Aqib Talib. "Right after the meeting I said 'We need to do that meeting like right before we get dressed 
for the game'." 
 
Ware closed with a simple message: "The Patriots are coming in to our house trying to take what we 
built." 
 
The Broncos didn't allow that to happen. 
 
Hopefully DeMarcus has something saved up for the night before the Super Bowl. 
  



Broncos fans flock to team store for Super Bowl gear 
By Victoria Sanchez 
9 News 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos Team Store at Sports Authority Field saw large crowds of people looking for orange and 
blue gear the day after the big win against the Patriots. 
 
Employees said Monday’s crowd was the biggest they’ve seen on any weekday. 
 
It wasn't just about buying the new AFC Championship gear. Some fans wanted to stock up on Bronco 
basics and talk about Sunday's win over New England. 
 
"Can never have too much Bronco gear. I came in particular for a tie, but I ended up getting a hat. Had 
to upgrade to the new style," AJ Garcia said. 
 
"I used to be fanatical about seeing the Bronco game. With my old age, I've settled down a bit but I still 
like it, " said Bob Bellefeuille after buying a new Broncos hat. 
 
The team store at Sports Authority Field is open Monday through Saturday from 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. 

  



Seeing orange? Yup! Denver is ready for Broncos' 
postseason 
By Kelly Jensen 
9 News 
January 25, 2016 
 
You may be familiar with one of the Denver Broncos postseason slogans, 'United in Orange.' Ever heard 
of it? 
 
Well, Denver and its surrounding cities are taking that to a whole new level. 
 
Beginning Monday, and until the Broncos take on the Panthers in Super Bowl 50 on Feb. 7, buildings 
across the metro will be lighting up in Broncos support. 
 
Here's what will be turning orange: 
 
Denver City and County Building 
Sports Authority Field at Mile High 
Denver’s Union Station 
Elitch Gardens tower and Ferris wheel 
Daniels and Fisher tower 
Millennium Bridge 
Four Seasons hotel needle 
Children’s Hospital Colorado 
Three Empower Retirement towers at I-25 and Orchard Road. 
DIA welcome sign will be lit in Broncos orange 
 
Besides orange lights, there are several other ways Denver businesses are supporting the hometown 
team. 
 
Here's where you'll see it: 
 
Broncos Country Playoff signage hung at Denver International Airport 
Broncos wide receiver Demaryius Thomas greeting DIA passengers with a Broncos message on the train 
Broncos Country Playoffs billboards / Playoff banners installed at Sports Authority at Mile High 
Broncos Country Playoffs street banners hung down Speer Boulevard and throughout the Golden 
Triangle, LoDo, Cherry Creek, Stapleton, Auraria and Downtown neighborhoods 
LED signs along 14th & 16th streets downtown displaying playoff messages           
 
Where have you seen orange around town? Did you visit one of these locations and snap a picture? 
Send us your best photos! 

  



Peyton Manning wants ring and title, but they'd come 
with nice bonus 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 26, 2016 
 
The ring is, and always will be, the thing for Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning. 
 
A favored pitchman for products that run the gamut from sports drinks to insurance to pizza and 
beyond, Manning certainly has plenty of checks to go around. 
 
But when the Broncos asked Manning take a pay cut this past offseason, their request and his 
representatives' rebuttal eventually met in the middle at $4 million shaved off his original base salary of 
$19 million this season. 
 
But in the back-and-forth negotiations, Manning bet on himself a bit to earn the money back. His 
reworked deal includes separate $2 million bonuses for the Broncos winning the AFC Championship 
Game as well as the Super Bowl. Manning earned the first of those bonuses when the Broncos defeated 
the New England Patriots, 20-18, on Sunday. 
 
And Manning would earn the second $2 million bonus if the Broncos win Super Bowl 50 Feb. 7 against 
the Carolina Panthers. The Broncos and Manning had reworked his contract back in March after 
Manning decided to return for the 2015 season. 
 
“I think everybody in the locker room wants to get a ring for Peyton, for DeMarcus (Ware), for 
ourselves,’’ cornerback Chris Harris Jr. said when asked if any contractual items like Manning’s bonuses 
or linebacker Von Miller’s impending free agency would affect how the Broncos go about their business. 
 
“We all know you have to take care of how you play, the rest of those things take care of themselves,’’ 
he continued. “If the team wins the championship, everybody benefits.’’ 
 
Manning always has deflected any discussion about his contract by saying “I’ve never really talked about 
my contract and I’m not going to start now.’’ 
 
Manning is under contract for 2016, with a salary cap charge of $21.5 million, which is bigger than his 
cap figure last season, when the Broncos asked Manning to take a cut. Manning has said he wouldn’t 
make a decision about 2016 until the current season was over. 
 
Broncos executive vice president of football operations/general manager John Elway said last week, with 
the potential of Super Bowl trip on the docket, that any decisions on 2016, either by Manning or the 
team, could wait. 
 
Asked just days before the AFC Championship Game if he had an idea of Manning’s or the team’s plans 
for next year, Elway said, “I don't, but we're going to face that down the road. I think Peyton said, you 
know, he's not going to talk about it until the end of the year. So once the year is over, hopefully that's 
in two or three more weeks, we'll sit down, like we did last year, and talk to Peyton about it.'' 
All players on the winning team in the Super Bowl receive $102,000 while players on the losing team 
receive $51,000. 



Aqib Talib: Cam Newton the 'most dangerous' QB in NFL 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos' No. 1 defense is fully aware of the challenge Carolina Panthers quarterback Cam 
Newton presents in Super Bowl 50. 
 
"He's throwing the ball amazing right now,'' Broncos cornerback Aqib Talib said. "And you know what he 
can do with his legs. He's the best of both worlds, he's probably the most dangerous [quarterback] in the 
NFL right now.'' 
 
Newton accounted for 45 touchdowns in the regular season (35 passing, 10 rushing), threw for 3,837 
yards, finished with a 99.4 passer rating and was the Panthers' second-leading rusher (636 yards) in 
what many in the league believe will result in his first MVP award. 
 
When asked if Newton is a unique player to face, Talib added: "Man, super unique. I never seen nobody 
who was that size who looks like a typical NFL quarterback who can sit in the pocket and then you can 
run ... you probably play any position in the NFL that wanted. He's definitely a unique player. Like I said, 
he's probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now.'' 
 
The Panthers also led the league in scoring in the regular season at 31.6 points per game. The Panthers 
and the Arizona Cardinals -- who Carolina beat in the NFC Championship Game -- were the only two 
teams to average at least 30 points per game in the regular season. Carolina scored 31 and 49 points 
respectively in its playoff wins over the Seattle Seahawks in the divisional round and the Cardinals on 
Sunday. 
 
"You can't rush timid, because if you do that, he's one of those pocket quarterbacks that can get the ball 
deep down the field,'' Broncos linebacker DeMarcus Ware said. "You have to be able to get pressure on 
him, but you have to be decisive on how you're rushing. You can't be a wild rusher with big, wide B-gaps 
or let him run in the A-gap and do what he wants to do because he's actually a running back himself. He 
can get yards and make big plays, so you have to make sure the pocket is tight when you're rushing 
against him, but you still have to be aggressive.'' 

  



Broncos have 'good chance' to get injured safeties back 
for Super Bowl 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
With two weeks before the Denver Broncos play in Super Bowl 50, coach Gary Kubiak said Monday that 
safeties T.J. Ward (left ankle) and Darian Stewart (right knee) each have a “good chance’’ to play against 
the Carolina Panthers. 
 
Both Ward and Stewart were evaluated at the team’s facility Monday before the players had a team 
meeting. 
 
“I think they’re both doing pretty good,’’ Kubiak said. “We’ll have to take it a day at a time. I think they 
both have a good chance to be there for us in two weeks, but we’ll go a day at a time.’’ 
 
Stewart was injured just before halftime Sunday and did not return to the game. Ward, who missed 
three games earlier this season with a left ankle sprain, reinjured the ankle with just over eight minutes 
remaining in the 20-18 victory over the New England Patriots. 
 
Ward also did not return to the game. 
 
Safeties Omar Bolden and David Bruton Jr. were already on injured reserve, so when Ward and Stewart 
left the game it meant Josh Bush and Shiloh Keo -- players who signed in December -- were in the safety 
spots in the base defense. 
 
When the Broncos needed to defend the Patriots’ offense with more defensive backs on the field, 
Denver used cornerback Chris Harris Jr. a bit at safety. 
 
Harris, who injured his left shoulder in the regular-season finale against the San Diego Chargers, 
struggled at times in the Broncos’ win over the Pittsburgh Steelers in the AFC divisional round. But he 
played 82 snaps in the win over the Patriots, the most of any defensive player for Denver. 
 
“All year long, guys go out, guys come in and get it done,’’ Harris said. “That’s our expectation, 
everybody knows that. With a couple weeks hopefully we get T.J. and [Stewart] back and ready to go. 
You want everybody out there in a Super Bowl.’’ 

  



Peyton Manning's scramble punctuated Super Bowl run 
By Jeff Legwold 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
In the end, the play led to no points and didn't help the Denver Broncos. 
 
In fact, five plays later, the Broncos punted. 
 
But quarterback Peyton Manning's teammates were still quick to say Manning's 12-yard scramble in the 
third quarter of the Sunday's AFC Championship Game was a signature play. 
 
"Oh yeah, when Peyton shows he's willing to do what he did, you want to follow that guy anywhere," 
Broncos cornerback Chris Harris Jr. said. "You see him diving to get that first down, he's all in. That's 
Peyton." 
 
With a 17-12 lead and just under 10 minutes remaining in the third quarter, the Broncos faced a third-
and-10 at their own 20-yard line. And in a game that was evolving into a field-position affair, the lack of 
a conversion would have left the Patriots a short field to work with while the Broncos were protecting a 
five-point lead. 
 
Manning had spinal fusion surgery in 2011 -- his fourth neck surgery overall -- and this season he missed 
seven starts after he suffered a tear in the plantar fascia near his left heel in the Broncos' Nov. 8 loss in 
Indianapolis. 
 
But when he didn't see an immediate option for the throw, Manning took off around the right end and 
lunged, headfirst, past the first-down marker. The sellout crowd was in a frenzy, the Broncos' bench 
area erupted and Denver had a first-and-10 at its own 32. 
 
"That goes through all that work he was doing over the course of the last 10 weeks," Broncos coach Gary 
Kubiak said. "He's going to do what he has to do to win. I know that. I mean, he's one of the greatest 
competitors ever in this league. For him to take off and make that play -- guys, I can't tell you how he 
has led this group the last three weeks. It's been tremendous." 
 
Call it Helicopter Lite, a throwback to John Elway's scramble in Super Bowl XXXII, when Elway was hit by 
two Green Bay Packers defenders as he dove, spinning him like a helicopter blade before he was 
slammed to the ground. 
 
The Broncos did indeed punt five plays after Manning's scramble, but instead of punting from their own 
20-yard line, they punted from the Patriots' 46. 
 
Britton Colquitt was able to put enough air under it to force a fair catch by New England returner Danny 
Amendola at the Patriots' 8-yard line. At that moment, both Manning and Patriots quarterback Tom 
Brady had each team's longest rushing attempt. 
 
It was also the first time Manning had run for a first down on third-and-10 or longer since Week 5 of the 
2002 season, Manning's fifth year in the league. Manning also finished 17-of-32 passing for 176 yards to 
go with two touchdowns in the win. 
 



"Me personally, I think he still has it, although the critics say he doesn't have it," wide receiver 
Emmanuel Sanders said. "You want to talk about a guy that started the season off 7-0 and now he is 
going to the Super Bowl. At age 39 or 40 or 70 or however old he is, no matter what, he gets the job 
done. I am just happy he is my teammate." 
 
"He played great, I'm just happy for him," wide receiver Demaryius Thomas said. "He went through a lot 
the last couple of months of the season. With people trying to say he did this and that being injured, I 
knew he was going to come out and play well once he got healthy. I'm just excited for him. ...I feel like 
we've got to do it for old man 1-8 down there." 

  



How Denver's coaching retreads toppled the Patriots 
By Bill Barnwell 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
When the dust settled after that frantic ending and the failed two-point conversion in Denver on Sunday 
afternoon, there were a couple of unwanted architects to thank. While Peyton Manning basked in the 
limelight and clung desperately onto the game ball after winning what was likely his final duel with Tom 
Brady, the stars of Denver's upset victory giddily sprinted around elsewhere. It was Owen Daniels, Von 
Miller and DeMarcus Ware who sprung the upset, and behind them were a pair of coaches who were 
two years removed from being unwanted and unemployed. On Sunday, the combination of Broncos 
head coach Gary Kubiak and defensive coordinator Wade Phillips didn't just beat the brightest coach of 
this generation, Bill Belichick. They actually even outcoached him. 
 
On Jan. 24, 2014, both Kubiak and Phillips were unemployed, each fired by the worst team in football, 
the 2-14 Houston Texans. Houston had collapsed in dramatic fashion after a 12-4 season in 2012. Kubiak 
was fired with three games left to go in the season with a 61-64 record over eight years; after losing the 
final three games of the year as interim coach, Phillips followed his former boss out the door. 
 
There was plenty of evidence that the issues with the Texans were temporary and fixable, but the 
damage had been done. Nobody argued against Houston's decisions, even if Kubiak had won 
consecutive division titles before that dismal final year. Phillips' run as defensive coordinator had been 
even more impressive; he took over a defense that ranked 31st in DVOA before his arrival and led them 
to sixth- (2011), fourth- (2012), and 18th-placed (2013) finishes in those same rankings before he got the 
boot. 
 
Three days later, Kubiak was hired by the Ravens to be their offensive coordinator, a move that inspired 
some snickering. Kubiak's offensive scheme was thought to be vanilla and tired, with an emphasis on a 
simplistic zone-blocking scheme giving way to slow-developing play-action passes. The Lions passed on 
him as a head-coaching candidate, with the Browns and Dolphins reportedly expressing some interest in 
Kubiak as an offensive coordinator before turning elsewhere. Only after a year rebuilding his value in 
Baltimore did Kubiak land his next head-coaching job, and even that was seen as some semblance of 
professional nepotism, given that he was hired by the quarterback for whom he once served as a 
backup, John Elway. 
 
Phillips had it even worse. 
 
After being fired by the Texans, the 67-year-old spent 2014 out of football without even being given 
even one interview opportunity as a defensive coordinator. A whopping 21 teams had changed 
defensive coordinators since Phillips was let go by the Texans. One of those teams was Washington, 
which granted Phillips his first interview this past offseason and promptly chose Joe Barry. (They finished 
21st in defensive DVOA this year.) Once Kubiak caught on with the Broncos, he gave Phillips his second -- 
and final -- interview. 
 
The Broncos promptly led the league in defensive DVOA by a comfortable margin, with the second-place 
Panthers closer to sixth than they were to first. And on Sunday, Phillips' aggressiveness and ability to 
reimagine his tactics -- even at 68 -- were what pushed Denver into the Super Bowl. Here's how. 
 
 



Rattled by the rush 
 
Phillips' defense teed off on Tom Brady on Sunday in staggering, virtually unprecedented fashion. Hits 
can be an arbitrary measure, but according to the NFL's official data, Brady was knocked down 20 times 
Sunday, more than any quarterback had been hit in a single game all season. Think about that. For 
comparison, Brady was hit just 18 times during the entire 2014 postseason, and just once during the 27-
20 divisional-round win over the Chiefs. 
 
What's even more remarkable about the effort, at least from Phillips' perspective, is how the Broncos 
got there. On Friday, I wrote about how the Broncos needed to try to get pressure without blitzing, a 
move which would go against Phillips' blitz-happy persona, given that the Broncos blitzed more than all 
but three teams this year. During the regular season, the Broncos blitzed a whopping 41.7 percent of the 
time. 
 
On Sunday, Phillips put the blitz packages away, and it flummoxed the Pats. The Broncos blitzed on just 
16.4 percent of Brady's dropbacks. That's a lower blitz rate than any Phillips-led defense has attempted 
in more than eight years, dating back to Week 9 of the 2007 season, when Phillips was in his first year as 
head coach of the Dallas Cowboys. After rushing three men just 30 times all season, Phillips sent a mere 
three-man rush on 14 dropbacks versus Brady on Sunday, with the star Patriots quarterback going 4-of-
13 for 41 yards with a sack, an interception and a passer rating of just 9.5. 
 
Altogether, the Broncos were able to pressure Brady on 31.1 percent of his dropbacks. That's the 
highest pressure rate on Brady in the playoffs since Super Bowl XLII, when the Giants upset the Patriots 
with a similarly blitz-averse scheme and pressured Brady on 33.3 percent of his passing plays. And even 
they managed to hit Brady only nine times across his 53 dropbacks during that game. The Broncos got 
Brady 20 times in 60 dropbacks yesterday afternoon. 
 
Phillips drew up a number of exotic looks to try to create mismatches and confusion among the Patriots' 
offensive line. He was able to do this -- at least in part -- because the Broncos simply didn't fear that the 
Patriots were ever going to be able to run the football. Denver kept just five men in the box on 30 
offensive snaps Sunday. During a typical regular-season game, they would only employ that tactic in 
obvious passing situations, employing five men in the box less than 10 times per contest. He was right: 
The Patriots had one Brady scramble go for 11 yards, but their 14 carries from their running backs -- 
James White, Brandon Bolden and Steven Jackson -- generated a mere 31 rushing yards. 
 
One favorite Phillips repeatedly went back to during the game saw the Broncos line up with down 
linemen split impossibly wide, with defensive tackles on the outside shoulder of each Patriots guard and 
one linebacker -- occasionally Miller -- lined up directly over the center. That forced New England's 
linemen to fan outward at the snap, giving Miller a clearer path to wreak havoc on the interior. Other 
times, it would be Brandon Marshall in the same spot, with the Denver inside linebacker then dropping 
back into coverage. 
 
All the exotic looks in the world don't mean much if you can't win one-on-one to create pressure, 
though, and that's where Miller and Ware came in. While Phillips did occasionally move them -- almost 
always Miller -- around to other sides of the formation, he was really just content to let them line up on 
the edge versus New England's tackle combination of Sebastian Vollmer and Marcus Cannon, who 
switched sides throughout the game, as is customary for the Patriots. 
 
Neither side worked. Cannon was badly beaten early on by Miller before Ware took over in the fourth 
quarter, repeatedly getting around a clearly limited Vollmer. Ware and Miller were so quick around the 



edge that it seemed as if they had Brady's snap count timed. Ware, in particular, was getting 
consistently excellent jumps at the snap during the fourth quarter. Things also weren't safe on the 
interior, where guard Josh Kline was handed his lunch by the combination of Derek Wolfe and (in 
particular) Malik Jackson, who had a quietly mammoth game. And the Patriots struggled to deal with 
Denver's twists and stunts, which came up on the second Brady interception. 
 
Watch the play at the line and you see Ware (94) deliberately direct his rush to the interior while 
Jackson (97) initially bowls forward before shedding Kline as he heads around Ware's vacated rush lane. 
Jackson nails Brady as he's about to throw, and with Brady staring down that side of the field the entire 
way, the result is an easy pick for safety Darian Stewart. 
 
While Phillips didn't crowd the line of scrimmage, he did pull his safeties -- Stewart and T.J. Ward, at 
least at first -- closer toward the line in the hopes of crowding Brady's throwing lanes, doubling Rob 
Gronkowski, and taking away the endless shallow crosses and option routes Brady hits when the 
Patriots' offense is clicking. Phillips dared Brady and the Patriots to beat his defense deep, and for the 
vast majority of the game, they weren't able to do so. 
 
Really, Belichick and offensive coordinator Josh McDaniels weren't able to come up with a solution that 
forced Phillips to change his style. They went with an empty backfield, and while that occasionally 
created open receivers, it also got Brady killed. The Patriots simply didn't give their overmatched tackles 
much help, and when they did bring in Cameron Fleming as a sixth offensive lineman in the shadow of 
their end zone, it ended with Miller torching him in terrifying fashion for a sack and a near-safety. 
 
Belichick and McDaniels did eventually find a familiar route of attack, but they lacked the personnel to 
properly execute it. Similar to the case in the second half of last year's Super Bowl, they tried to throw to 
their pass-catching running backs as almost a primary weapon in the passing game, with Brady trying to 
take advantage of inside linebackers Danny Trevathan and Marshall. It didn't work quite as well as the 
Patriots would have hoped, with an early completion to Bolden setting up New England's first 
touchdown before a series of passes to White late produced painfully close incompletions. (It's hard to 
not see those throws as a Patriots fan and wonder if they would have been catches with Shane Vereen 
or Dion Lewis in at running back.) 
 
The one personnel mismatch the Patriots did have, of course, was Gronkowski. He was magnificent, 
albeit while missing assorted snaps throughout the game while struggling with dehydration and cramps. 
He was able to beat Trevathan in the third quarter for a long catch and run, and as Denver lost both its 
starting safeties to injuries, Gronkowski began to become uncoverable. 
 
He beat Trevathan up the seam for another big gain, and on the fourth-and-10 play that extended the 
Patriots' season, Gronk ran past double coverage for 40 yards. It looked like the Broncos had Harris 
assigned in coverage with backup safety Josh Bush lined up at the sticks to try to take away any sort of 
inside cut from Gronkowski, but the star tight end simply outran Harris and Bush wasn't able to provide 
any sort of deep support. 
 
Four plays later, with Ware living in the New England backfield, Gronk simply out-jumped double 
coverage for a touchdown. Hell, he was even open on the game-deciding two-point play, with the 
Broncos seemingly choosing to leave him one-on-one against backup safety Shiloh Keo. Miller had the 
game of his life and Ware had a staggering seven knockdowns of Brady, but Gronk was the only other 
player on the field on their level Sunday. 
 
 



At home with Owen 
 
As dominant as Gronkowski was, though, the more impactful tight end in the game might very well have 
been the afterthought on the other side of the field. As aggressive as Phillips was about shifting his 
defense to account for his team's relative strengths and New England's weaknesses, there was 
something refreshingly ho-hum about Kubiak succeeding by throwing passes to Daniels. Daniels, of 
course, has spent his entire career with Kubiak, with Denver now being their third stop together. Daniels 
was Kubiak's first skill-position selection in his first draft with the Texans, in 2006. He has spent 10 years 
winding his way through trash out to the backside of plays on Kubiak's play-action passes. Nobody -- not 
even Matt Schaub -- is more Kubiak than Daniels. 
 
And so it was fitting, then, that Daniels was the guy who did more to push Kubiak into his first Super 
Bowl as a head coach. All he did was beat one of the most dynamic linebackers in football for 
touchdowns twice in one half. Jamie Collins wasn't 100 percent heading into the game, and he came up 
with a pair of sacks along with his typically excellent run defense in the second half, but Collins was left 
wanting on both of Denver's touchdowns. No less of a Patriots authority than former star linebacker 
Willie McGinest noted that Collins was getting caught peering into the backfield, and it cost the Patriots 
twice. 
 
The first touchdown came on what appeared to be a blown coverage. It looks like the Patriots are in 
Cover 2 here, which would leave Collins responsible for Daniels' route up the seam. Collins takes a false 
step when Daniels fakes like he's cutting across the formation before heading up the seam, and because 
Collins continues to try to read Manning, he tries to pass Daniels' seam route up to the safeties instead 
of sinking with the tight end in coverage. The result is an easy pitch and catch between Manning and 
Daniels. 
 
The second score was more obviously Collins' fault. The Broncos lined up Daniels as a wide receiver and 
managed to get him matched up one-on-one with Collins. That's not an athletic mismatch for Collins, 
but again, he gets lost on the route and turns back to the quarterback as it seems like Daniels is going to 
try to work his way toward the middle of the field. At that exact moment, Daniels bursts down field, 
Manning makes a perfect throw and Collins isn't able to react quickly enough. The Broncos needed to 
take advantage of the red zone opportunities they had in this game, and against a defense that has 
quietly been below average inside its own 20 this year, Denver was efficient and effective. 
 
Humor me and expand the red zone out by a single yard, and you'll note that the Broncos came away 
with two touchdowns and a field goal on their three trips inside the red zone. It really should have been 
three touchdowns, actually, but Manning struggled with his accuracy. He missed touchdowns twice 
before the second Daniels TD, and in the fourth quarter he missed an open Jordan Norwood in the end 
zone for what would have given the Broncos a two-touchdown lead with 10 minutes to go. That left the 
game at 20-12 and forced the Broncos to come up with two fourth-down stops and a stuff on the two-
point conversion to hold onto their lead. 
 
It would be fair to say Manning had an uneven day. He took a number of huge sacks that basically ended 
Denver drives. The future Hall of Famer didn't throw an interception for the second consecutive week, 
but he was partly responsible for Denver's turnover when a swing pass to Ronnie Hillman traveled 
backward, fell incomplete and was recovered by the Patriots. Manning's biggest play of the day was a 
34-yard completion to Emmanuel Sanders on a deep pass that was underthrown and required an 
incredible effort from his wideout. He has managed to shut off the interception spigot from the regular 
season, but now, Manning will face the defense that ended a league-high 12.4 percent of opposing 



possessions with an interception this year, a Panthers team that has six interceptions and two pick-sixes 
already this postseason. It seems like a frightfully bad matchup for the Broncos. 
 
And yet, Sunday should prove to us that it would be naive to count out the Broncos and their veterans. 
They weren't supposed to have a chance at home in the AFC Championship Game despite possessing 
the league's top defense, and the best unit on paper proceeded to have the best day on the field. 
Kubiak's offense probably isn't going to overpower the Carolina defense, but he's got two weeks to find 
mismatches for a limited Manning to exploit, likely cornerbacks Robert McClain and Cortland Finnegan. 
If the Panthers are without star linebacker Thomas Davis, who broke his arm in Sunday's blowout win, 
that would help Kubiak's case. 
 
Even more so, it's going to be a fun two weeks for Phillips. His defense would have matched up better 
against Arizona, given how deep Denver goes at cornerback and how effective its pass-rushers might 
have been against Arizona's offensive line. Now, he gets an entirely different challenge. Miller and Ware 
are hardly one-dimensional pass-rushers; Miller, in particular, has the range and athleticism to do 
whatever Phillips wants him to do on the field. 
 
So, how does Phillips use his stars? Does he try to use Miller to defend against dominant tight end Greg 
Olsen? Does he spy Newton? Or does he keep Miller and Ware outside, hoping that they're athletic 
enough to set the edge against the zone-read and funnel all of Jonathan Stewart's carries inside, where 
Wolfe, Jackson and Vance Walker will be among those waiting? The defensive game plan Phillips 
employed to beat the Patriots will look nothing like the one he throws out against the Panthers. But 
Sunday should be a reminder that the guy who is very arguably the league's best defensive coordinator 
should be able to come up with a solution in two weeks. Not bad for a guy who couldn't get an interview 
last year. 

  



Gary Kubiak's Super Bowl trip highlights coaching irony 
By Tania Ganguli 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
It's funny how things happen. 
 
On Sunday night, Gary Kubiak did what he never could as the Houston Texans' head coach. He led his 
team to a win in the AFC Championship Game and a berth in the Super Bowl. 
 
His victory with the Denver Broncos exposed an irony of being an NFL head coach. When Kubiak had the 
offense he needed and the time to build it, the circumstances just didn't work out. Now that he doesn't 
have the offense nor the time, they have worked out. 
 
Kubiak spent his time in Houston building the type of roster he needed for his offensive system: linemen 
who fit the zone-blocking scheme, an enviable running game led by Arian Foster and a quarterback in 
Matt Schaub who could operate his offense soundly. Texans owner Bob McNair had the patience to let 
him do that during a tenure that lasted almost eight full seasons. 
 
In 2011, the Texans had the pieces in place to make a run. They had a strong running game and an elite 
defense. They were set. 
 
But injuries were costly. The Texans made the playoffs even though quarterback Matt Schaub suffered a 
Lisfranc injury in November. Their auspicious run ended in the divisional round with a 20-13 loss to the 
Baltimore Ravens. Quarterback T.J. Yates, who had managed things quite well in Schaub's absence, 
threw three interceptions and no touchdowns in that game. 
 
The 2012 season had a heady beginning. The Texans were 11-1 before showing real signs of weakness in 
December. The defense was missing an important piece in Brian Cushing, who suffered a torn ACL in 
Week 5. The secondary didn't quite fit what defensive coordinator Wade Phillips wanted to do. 
 
It all fell apart in 2013. Schaub's arm strength was declining and a barrage of pick-sixes demoralized the 
team. The 2-14 season that ensued wasn't one that many coaches would've survived, and Kubiak didn't. 
 
Firing Kubiak was the right move for the Texans. They needed that change after such a catastrophic 
season. It didn't mean Kubiak was a bad coach, and he has proved as much in his handling of the 
Broncos this season. Just two seasons removed from the disaster in Houston, Kubiak's team is headed to 
the Super Bowl. 
 
It's not because Kubiak has Peyton Manning, a quarterback many in Houston have long coveted. With 
Manning nearing the end of his career, Denver's overall Total QBR ranked 25th in the NFL this season, 
six spots worse than the Texans, who played four quarterbacks. Furthermore, there have been questions 
since the start of Kubiak's tenure in Denver about whether Manning was a good fit for his offense. 
 
The Broncos are in the Super Bowl because of their defense. Kubiak's offense, which fit great with the 
Texans, didn't produce a Super Bowl in Houston. Now, under less than ideal conditions in Denver, 
Kubiak's offense hasn't needed to do that. 
 
These things don't always make sense. 



Ron Rivera optimistic that Thomas Davis can play in 
Super Bowl 50 
By David Newton 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Carolina Panthers outside linebacker Thomas Davis underwent surgery Monday to repair a broken right 
forearm and should be ready to play in Super Bowl 50 on Feb. 7. 
 
Davis broke the bone late in the first half of Sunday's NFC Championship Game against Arizona while 
making a tackle. He did not return. 
 
Carolina coach Rivera said the injury is similar to one former Panthers' wide receiver Steve Smith Sr. 
played with in 2009. 
 
"My understanding is if everything goes well, it is most certainly something he'll be able to play with," 
Rivera said of Davis, a team captain. "We're excited about that possibility. 
 
"He's in recovery, doing well. The doctors feel real comfortable about it and we'll see how he is once he 
gets here tomorrow and the trainers get a chance to look at it." 
 
Davis' wife, Kelly, posted a picture on social media on Monday morning showing her husband wearing a 
hospital gown and cap. 
 
Davis said following the 49-15 victory that he would be ready for the AFC champion Denver Broncos. 
 
"I ain't missing the Super Bowl," Davis said. "You better believe that." 
 
Carolina safety Roman Harper suffered an eye injury in the first half against Arizona and did not return. 
Harper visited the eye doctor on Monday morning. Rivera did not express a concern that Harper would 
not be ready for the title game. 
 
Fullback Mike Tolbert left in the second half with what officials called a knee injury. Rivera referred to it 
as a "little discomfort" and added Tolbert was getting the knee looked at by a physician. 
 
Tolbert said after the game the knee was fine. 
 
Rivera said defensive end Jared Allen, who missed Sunday's game with a foot injury, could be ready for 
the Super Bowl. 
 
"I'm excited for the fact he's got two weeks to get ready and prove to me he's ready to roll, which I 
believe he will, knowing him," Rivera said. "He probably could have played Sunday." 

  



Peyton Manning lit up Ron Rivera's defense when they 
met in Super Bowl 
By David Newton 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Carolina Panthers coach Ron Rivera didn't hesitate when asked what he remembered about being the 
defensive coordinator for the Chicago Bears in Super Bowl XLI. 
 
"It was the only Super Bowl it rained," he said. 
 
Rivera also remembered that Devin Hester ran back the opening kickoff 92 yards for a touchdown to 
give Chicago the fastest lead in Super Bowl history. 
 
What he didn't mention was that it was the first and only time future Hall of Fame quarterback Peyton 
Manning won a Super Bowl. That's significant, because Manning now stands between Carolina and its 
first Lombardi Trophy in Super Bowl 50. 
 
Manning is now with the AFC-champion Denver Broncos instead of the Indianapolis Colts, who beat 
Rivera's Bears 29-17 in XLI. 
 
This could be Manning's last Super Bowl. At 39, Manning might be tempted to ride off into the sunset if 
he beats the Panthers on Feb. 7 in Santa Clara, California -- like John Elway rode off with the Broncos 
after the 1998 season. 
 
Rivera certainly doesn't want Manning to do to his Carolina defense what Manning did to his Chicago 
defense. Manning threw a 53-yard touchdown pass to Reggie Wayne in the first quarter and led the 
Colts to 430 yards of total offense, including 247 passing yards. He won the game's MVP award. 
 
Manning isn't the same quarterback he was back in 2007. He doesn't have nearly the arm strength and, 
statistically, this has been the worst season of his 19 NFL seasons. 
 
But Rivera still has respect for what Manning can do. 
 
"I know he is very special," Rivera said. "He is one of those guys that is going to have a storied career. 
He's going end up in the Hall of Fame. Everything he does is about winning. It's very similar to our guy." 
 
Rivera was referring to Carolina quarterback Cam Newton, who is seemingly on his way to winning this 
year's NFL MVP award. 
 
Manning has won that award five times, most recently in 2013. 
 
"He does things his way," Rivera continued about Manning. "He does it special. It's going to be a great 
matchup." 

  



Super Bowl 50 resale ticket market much more than a 
function of teams 
By Darren Rovel 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
As the Super Bowl matchup was set Sunday night, fans undoubtedly went online to see what it would 
cost them to go to the game in Santa Clara, California, on Feb. 7. What they saw, in most cases, were 
prices higher than last year, which is not comforting given that tickets close to game time couldn't be 
had for less than $5,000. 
 
In fact, the day after the conference championship games last year, StubHub's average Super Bowl sale 
was $3,042. This year? $5,461. 
 
What is happening? How was the price so high before we even knew the teams and what does the 
immediate future hold? 
 
The answer is not an easy one, but it can be explained. 
 
For 11 years, Lee Shenker's company had sold the Super Bowl short. That is, they sold tickets at a higher 
price to fans a couple weeks out and actually bought the tickets closer to the game for a lower price. 
 
The margin his company, ASC Ticket Co., yielded from playing this game turned into $1.3 million over 11 
years of selling short. 
 
And then came last year. So many brokers played the short game for Super Bowl XLIX, mostly by listing 
sections instead of specific seats on exchanges, that when they went to fill those seats closer to the 
game, they found that they had to pay much more than what they sold it for. 
 
Many brokers ditched fans, offering refunds to what they originally paid, leaving the fan -- who had 
already traveled to Arizona -- out in the cold. Others who did their business on StubHub let StubHub's 
ticket guarantee cover them. StubHub paid $6 million to buy tickets to make sure customers who 
bought off the site had a ticket to the game. StubHub spokesman Glenn Lehrman said last year's Super 
Bowl was only the second event -- the 2011 BCS Championship Game was the other -- that the company 
lost money on. That's even with brokers agreeing to pay StubHub back for their share of the losses, with 
payment plans lasting years in some cases. 
 
Then there were well capitalized brokers like Shenker, who said he sold 400 tickets for $1,375 and had 
to fill them at an average cost of $5,750. In a single year, he had wiped out 11 years of Super Bowl 
shorting profits. 
 
"There's really no safe way to short, other than to make money when the market closer to the game 
goes down or to go out of business if it goes up," Schenker said. "That's not a good business." 
 
Last year, ticket marketplaces were begging for Super Bowl listings, letting anyone who said they had 
tickets list whatever they wanted. Due to the exposure from shorting, things changed. 
 



StubHub, for example, only allowed 10 sellers to list tickets on spec this year before they had seats in 
hand. Lehrman said the company determined who would be able to do it based on reputation and 
ability to finance filling them should there be a shortfall. 
 
Last week, as actual tickets were sent to those who were lucky enough to get them on the primary 
market circulated, StubHub required that anyone listing tickets list the specific seat and row. Lehrman 
said the site normally does that in the week leading up to the game. With that requirement, the number 
of tickets that were listed on StubHub dropped by half in 24 hours. 
 
As last year's situation manifested itself, many people blamed the NFL, even though the league does not 
control the secondary market. 
 
The NFL only sets the face value of the tickets ($500 for the 1,000 lottery tickets, $850 to $1,800 for 
general admission, up to $3,000 for club seats). 
 
It does however have a resale partnership with Ticketmaster called the NFL Ticket Exchange. Chris 
Hardart, vice president of corporate development, told ESPN.com that this year the league insisted that 
in order to list Super Bowl tickets on NFL Ticket Exchange, Ticketmaster had to have the ticket in hand. 
That has resulted in fewer tickets listed on the site, but also lessens the NFL's liability. 
 
With new rules, shorting -- at least among reputable brokers who list on main sites -- becomes a much 
tougher business. That doesn't mean that the market is completely transparent. There's a game that is 
played with the Super Bowl that isn't played with any other game. 
 
PrimeSport, which holds the most tickets on the secondary market and is an official partner of both the 
Denver Broncos and the Carolina Panthers, made a mint off filling orders from short sellers last year. As 
it got closer to the game, the prices reached astronomical levels, getting to the point where if they 
wanted to buy any seats, they'd have to go through PrimeSport. 
 
PrimeSport senior vice president Scott Jernigan said he doesn't believe that the Super Bowl is different 
from any other marketplace or that his company does anything but follow the trends of supply and 
demand. 
 
But finding out what the supply is and what the demand is is more complex than any other event. 
 
There's no public ticket sale. A team's season ticket holders own the smallest amount of inventory for a 
championship in any sport. More tickets than ever -- for the players, for those that won team lotteries -- 
will be distributed at the event rather than in the mail, meaning it comes down to the last second. 
 
That's why the price has something to do with the teams involved but that is hardly the complete 
equation. 

  



Where early betting money is going for Super Bowl 50 
By Dave Tuley 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
When football fans get together on Monday to talk, post or tweet about Super Bowl 50, many of them 
are going to casually remark that the Carolina Panthers opened as 4-point favorites over the Denver 
Broncos. 
 
Nine of the 14 Nevada books opened Carolina -4 (as well as a majority of the offshore books) and that 
was the consensus line at the end of wagering on Sunday night with eight of the Nevada books settling 
in at that number, but it doesn't tell the whole story of how we arrived at that spread. As we've done in 
this "Opening Line" column all season, we'll discuss how this line got bet into place, including a look at 
the advance line, how different books posted their numbers and where the line is likely to move in the 
coming weeks. 
 
Evolution of Super Bowl 50 odds 
Note: "Advance" was the line posted last week; Opener was posted Sunday night after matchup was 
finalized; "End Sunday" was line by the end of betting on Sunday night. 
FAVORITE UNDERDOG ADVANCE OPENER END SUNDAY 

Carolina Denver -3 -5.5 -4 

 
For starters, the Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook posted advance lines last week for the four possible 
Super Bowl 50 matchups based on where Jay Kornegay and his staff of oddsmakers thought the line 
would open if those teams advanced. For the Broncos-Panthers matchup, they posted Carolina as a 
three-point favorite over Denver with an over/under of 43 points. As with all speculative lines like this, 
the game must take place for wagers to be valid (otherwise, they're refunded). 
 
In the early game Sunday, the Broncos held off the Patriots 20-18 in the AFC Championship Game after 
closing as consensus three-point home underdogs and +130 on the money line. During the first quarter 
of the NFC title game, the Greek offshore book posted its two possible Super Bowl lines with Carolina -3 
over Denver and Arizona -2.5 over Denver. While the Panthers were jumping out to a 17-0 first-quarter 
lead, the BetOnline offshore book (which also had advance lines like the Westgate, and the lowest I saw 
was Carolina -2) popped up on the Don Best screen at Carolina -3 (-120). Early bettors jumped all over 
the Panthers and bet both books up to 3.5 and then 4 by the time the Panthers led 24-7 at halftime. 
That's when offshore giant Pinnacle joined the fray also with Carolina -4 at 8:28 p.m. ET. 
 
Those three books sat at that number as the NFC title game went into the third quarter and Nevada 
books (which traditionally used to wait until at least the fourth quarter of a title game blowout to post 
opening lines before offshore books really started pushing the envelope in recent years) stayed on the 
sidelines. Station Casinos was the first Vegas book to pop up on the Don Best screen with Carolina -4 at 
9:04 p.m. ET/6:04 p.m. PT (we'll stick with Eastern Time the rest of this report). That was right before 
the Westgate Las Vegas SuperBook made the bold move of opening Carolina -5.5 at 9:06 p.m. ET. 
 
Around that same time, the Greek (tweeting @BetTheGreek) reported that sharp action had forced it to 
drop the line to 3.5, so it wasn't surprising that sharp bettors with access to the Westgate (which just 
added its mobile phone app for in-state bettors this past week) jumped all over Denver +5.5. The Denver 
+5.5 line only last 5 minutes until 9:11 p.m. ET and then it was another 2 minutes before it was bet down 



to 4.5 and another 6 minutes to get bet down to where the rest of the market sat at Carolina -4 at 9:19 
p.m. ET. 
 
In the meantime, Pinnacle joined the Greek at Carolina -3.5 at 9:18 p.m. ET and stayed at that number 
the rest of the night, even after the Greek went back to Carolina -4 at 9:44 p.m. ET 
 
By the time the Panthers completed their 49-15 rout of the Cardinals at 9:58 p.m. ET, Carolina -4 was 
the consensus line in Nevada with 10 of the 13 books on the Don Best screen (Jerry's Nugget was the 
only book to not have opened by that time) at Carolina -4. Treasure Island had the lowest line at 
Carolina -3 (-125) with Boyd Gaming the highest at Carolina -4.5. 
 
By the time the Vegas books closed late Sunday night, Carolina -4 was still the most common line at 8 of 
the 14 books, though Caesars, MGM, Stations and the Stratosphere had joined Boyd Gaming at 4.5. 
Pinnacle and Treasure Island were the last books holding the line at Carolina -3.5. 
 
On Monday morning, several of the Las Vegas books had gone to Carolina -4.5. 
 
The over/under didn't take such a circuitous route. As mentioned before, the Westgate's advance total 
was 43. The early offshore books went with 44 and then as the Panthers continued to run up the score 
(and they were the league's top scoring team this year), later books went with 44.5 (including the 
Westgate) and those got slowly bet up to 45. At 9:36 p.m. ET, the Wynn Las Vegas opened higher than 
any other book at 45.5, but by the time the Panthers finished their 49-15 victory at 9:58 p.m. ET, the 
majority of Nevada books had joined them at 45.5. 

  



Ed Hochuli did not beat the Patriots 
By Kevin Seifert 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
A lively social media discussion erupted late last week regarding a juicy but mostly irrelevant statistic. 
 
Since 2001, the Denver Broncos were 6-0 in games refereed by Ed Hochuli. Their only loss dating back to 
1999 came on Nov. 14, 1999 -- and there had been an unusual seven-year gap between Broncos games 
he worked. 
 
Those games, of course, spanned different front offices, coaches, rosters and officiating crew members -
- not to mention a total of 154 Broncos victories in games refereed by someone other than Hochuli. So 
while it's true that the Broncos are now 8-1 in their past nine games with Hochuli after defeating the 
New England Patriots in the AFC Championship Game, we hardly have evidence of, well, anything. 
 
Sunday's game at Sports Authority Field was officiated cleanly and decisively, at least from this vantage 
point, and calls in the handful of gray areas fell both ways. Let's take a look at a few of them below 
before turning our attention to referee Clete Blakeman and Super Bowl 50. 
 
Situation: Third down from the Broncos' 14-yard line with 2 minutes, 30 seconds remaining in the fourth 
quarter 
 
Play: Pass from Tom Brady to Danny Amendola ruled incomplete 
 
Analysis: This play was complicated by a questionable challenge from Broncos coach Gary Kubiak, who 
hoped to win a reversal to a catch, fumble and recovery by the Broncos. Here's what really happened. 
 
The ball hit Amendola's stomach at the Broncos' 9-yard line, but he did not control it until it reached his 
waist. At that point, Broncos cornerback Kayvon Webster was already bringing him to the ground. So 
Amendola did not fit the NFL's definition of "becoming a runner" to be declared in possession. As he 
rolled over, Webster stripped the ball loose. That meant Amendola did not maintain control throughout 
the process of the catch, and the call was upheld as incomplete. 
 
Kubiak was fortunate that was the case. A reversal to a catch almost certainly would have noted that 
Amendola's knee hit the ground before Webster stripped the ball. The Patriots would have been 
awarded a first down and the "fumble" would have been ruled to be after the play was dead. In this 
case, losing the challenge was Kubiak's best-case scenario. 
 
Situation: Second down from the Patriots' 20-yard line with 9:56 remaining in the fourth quarter 
 
Play: Broncos safety Shiloh Keo called for unnecessary roughness on a hit to Patriots receiver Julian 
Edelman 
 
Analysis: Initial angles from behind indicated that Keo hit Edelman's back after an eight-yard reception. 
But a third angle confirmed that Keo's helmet hit squarely on the left side of Edelman's facemask at a 
time when Edelman qualified for protection as a defenseless receiver. 
 



Edelman took only one step before the contact, which meant he had not yet become a runner and was 
not capable of avoiding or warding off impending contact. In those situations, the NFL prohibits contact 
to the head or neck area with the helmet, facemask, forearm or shoulder. 
 
It was irrelevant that Edelman instinctively contracted his body, bringing his head in line with Keo's 
helmet. The NFL rule book explicitly states that "a player who initiates contact against a defenseless 
opponent is responsible for avoiding an illegal act." It goes on to state that the requirement is 
"irrespective of any acts by the defenseless opponents, such as ducking his head or curling up his body 
in anticipation of contact." 
 
Practical or not, the NFL wants defenders such as Keo to put their head to the side and lead with their 
shoulders to avoid any chance of an unintentional shot to the head. 
 
Situation: Second down from the Broncos' 28-yard line with 2:27 remaining in the second quarter. 
 
Play: Peyton Manning's throw to Ronnie Hillman is ruled incomplete but reversed to a fumble, 
recovered by the Patriots, on review. 
 
Analysis: What's notable about this reversal is that it was possible only because of a mistake Hochuli 
made in, yes, a Broncos game against the San Diego Chargers in 2008. 
 
In that game, Hochuli initially ruled that Broncos quarterback Jay Cutler had thrown an incomplete pass 
at the Chargers' 1-yard line. Replay reversed it to a fumble, but the Chargers did not get the ball because 
NFL rules at the time did not allow for a post-whistle change of possession. 
 
The following spring, the league tweaked its rules to allow for it if the recovery was immediate and 
indisputable. It became known as the "Hochuli Rule." 
 
Patriots linebacker Jonathan Freeny picked up the ball after it got past Hillman. So when replay found 
that the pass did not go past the 28-yard line, the Patriots were awarded the ball. Had the "Hochuli 
Rule" not existed, the Broncos would have retained possession at the spot where the ball hit the ground. 
 
And a few words on intentional grounding ... 
 
I saw plenty of demands for intentional grounding penalties against Brady via social media Sunday, but I 
didn't see any plays that qualified. 
 
The NFL rule book requires a penalty "if a passer, facing an imminent loss of yardage because of 
pressure from the defense, throws a forward pass without a realistic chance of completion. A realistic 
chance of completion is defined as a pass that lands in the direction and the vicinity of an originally 
eligible receiver." 
 
Although Brady was clearly throwing the ball to avoid a sack in many of those situations, he had enough 
knowledge of the Patriots' route combinations to know where his receivers would be. "Vicinity" is a 
matter of judgment, but there seemed to be an eligible receiver close enough in each instance. 
 
Some of you noted that Brady's throws did not always reach the line of scrimmage, but that 
requirement is only relevant in cases where the quarterback leaves the pocket and throws with no 
receiver in the vicinity. As long as he is out of the pocket in those situations, and the ball goes past the 



line of scrimmage, it is not intentional grounding. Having a receiver near the ball is the only requirement 
to avoid a penalty in passes thrown for the pocket. 
 

  



Ranking every player in Super Bowl 50 
By Mike Sando 
ESPN.com 
January 26, 2016 
 
The biggest game of the NFL season requires a ranking that can match it in its intensity. So, as we have 
for the past several years, we have gone through the 53-man rosters of both Super Bowl participants 
and ranked every player 1-106. 
 
Note that this is not a list of the most valuable players, although that naturally seeps into the 
perceptions of these players. Instead, this is a list of the best players overall, regardless of position. 
 
Who will be the best players on the field for Super Bowl 50? Here is our ranking of every player on the 
Carolina Panthers and Denver Broncos. The top five is dominated by front-seven defenders, but a 
quarterback lands at No. 3. 
 
1. Luke Kuechly, LB, Panthers: Kuechly is the most consistently productive elite player in this game. He 
has pick-sixes in each of the Panthers' playoff games, plus four interceptions and two forced fumbles 
during the regular season. He is the closest thing to money in the bank among Super Bowl players. 
 
2. Von Miller, OLB, Broncos: Miller has shown he can dominate at multiple positions in multiple 
schemes. That versatility sets apart Miller, who had 2.5 sacks and an interception in the AFC title game. 
Some personnel evaluators argue that Miller is better than Kuechly when Miller is at his best, but most 
agree Kuechly is at his best more consistently. 
 
3. Cam Newton, QB, Panthers: Newton was a consideration for the top spot based on his production 
lately. He has 24 touchdown passes with two interceptions and a 66.6 completion rate in the Panthers' 
past 10 games. He can be the most dominant player on the field at any time. The Panthers obviously 
believe in him and they are rallying around him. Newton made a big jump in his pre-snap audible game 
this season. He is playing loose, which has been a great asset, but he has also been loose with his 
mechanics. That is one concern if Denver's defense can get pressure on him. As one personnel director 
said, Newton could dominate the Super Bowl or throw three interceptions against this Denver defense. 
It depends upon whether the Broncos' combination of pressure and coverage can knock him off his 
game. 
 
4. Kawann Short, DT, Panthers: Short set a Panthers record for defensive tackles with 11 sacks this 
season. The NFL named him the NFC's defensive player of the month for both October and December. 
 
5. Malik Jackson, DE, Broncos: The Broncos re-signed Derek Wolfe recently and presumably will want to 
make a run at retaining the 26-year-old Jackson as well. He hasn't missed a game since his rookie season 
in 2012, and there's nothing he cannot do well. 
 
6. DeMarcus Ware, OLB, Broncos: The projection here is that Ware will be sufficiently healthy and rested 
to recapture the form he showed early in the season, before he suffered a back injury. If that happens, 
Ware might not be far behind Miller. If that does not happen, Ware will belong further down this list. 
From Week 9 through the divisional playoff round, Ben Roethlisberger, Andrew Luck and Brady 
combined for six touchdowns, one pick and a 100.3 passer rating with a 75.6 Total QBR against Denver 
when Ware was off the field. 
 



7. Greg Olsen, TE, Panthers: Olsen has put together back-to-back 1,000-yard receiving seasons and has 
not missed a game since his 2007 rookie season with Chicago. Newton has eight touchdowns with no 
picks and a 116.7 passer rating when targeting him in 18 games this season. 
 
8. Aqib Talib, CB, Broncos: Talib's two-season run in Denver has produced seven interceptions, including 
four returned for touchdowns. Multiple personnel directors think he belongs atop the list of corners in 
this game. 
 
9. Josh Norman, CB, Panthers: Norman blossomed this season after struggling with consistency 
previously in his career. He picked off four passes, returning two for touchdowns. Norman also forced 
three fumbles. 
 
10. Derek Wolfe, DL, Broncos: Wolfe has played at a high level since returning from a four-game 
suspension. He has 7.5 sacks in the Broncos' past nine games, including one in the AFC title game. The 
Broncos signed him to a four-year contract extension this month. 
 
11. Thomas Davis, OLB, Panthers: Davis was playing at a high level when a broken arm prevented him 
from finishing the NFC title game. He had 5.5 sacks, four interceptions and four forced fumbles during 
the regular season. Carolina loses a lot if he cannot play. 
 
12. Ryan Kalil, C, Panthers: The Panthers lost Kalil to a knee injury during the NFC Championship Game, 
but he returned and was able to finish the game. 
 
13. Emmanuel Sanders, WR, Broncos: Sanders' leaping grab for a 34-yard gain on a 50-50 ball from 
Manning in the AFC title game showed his value to the team. Manning has four touchdowns with two 
picks targeting Sanders this season. 
 
14. Jonathan Stewart, RB, Panthers: Stewart's power running fits the Panthers' profile. He ranked fifth 
this season in rushing yards per game (76.1). 
 
15. Demaryius Thomas, WR, Broncos: Thomas did not play to his usual standards this season. Counting 
playoffs, Peyton Manning has one touchdown with five interceptions while targeting him, compared to 
10 touchdowns with 12 picks targeting everyone else. 
 
16. Trai Turner, G, Panthers: The 2014 third-round choice has started 33 total games, including all 18 this 
season. He earned Pro Bowl honors for the first time this season, joining Kalil as the only 2016 Pro Bowl 
offensive linemen in the Super Bowl. 
 
17. Danny Trevathan, LB, Broncos: His pick-six off Philip Rivers provided all the scoring Denver needed 
during a 17-3 victory at San Diego. 
 
18. Chris Harris Jr., CB, Broncos: Harris is battling a shoulder injury, but his versatility and sustained 
production over multiple seasons earns him a spot high on this list. 
 
19. Brandon Marshall, ILB, Broncos: Marshall is back in the lineup after an ankle injury sidelined him for 
the final two regular-season games. He played 90 percent of the defensive snaps before the injury, 
including 77 percent on third downs. 
 



20. T.J. Ward, SS, Broncos: Ward re-injured his left ankle against New England, but the Broncos expect 
him to play in the Super Bowl. Tom Brady completed only 10 of 21 passes for 135 yards when Ward was 
out of the game, but he did throw his only touchdown pass during that period. 
 
21. Charles Johnson, DE, Panthers: Johnson missed seven games to injury this season, but he has one 
sack in each of the Panthers' playoff games, doubling his regular-season total. He averaged 10.5 sacks 
per season from 2010-14. 
 
22. Peyton Manning, QB, Broncos: Before the season, Broncos general manager John Elway said he 
wanted Manning to become a cog in the machine instead of being the machine itself. That has 
happened. Elway also envisioned Denver developing the offensive line and running game to take 
pressure off Manning. That has not happened, but with a top-five defense on his side, Manning can still 
win. 
 
23. Star Lotulelei, DT, Panthers: Lotulelei underwent foot surgery one year ago and missed the first two 
games of the season. He has averaged 37 snaps per game since returning. 
 
24. Kony Ealy, DE, Panthers: Ealy, a second-round choice in 2014, has nine sacks in his first two seasons 
and had three forced fumbles in 2015. 
 
25. Andrew Norwell, G, Panthers: Norwell has started 27 total games in two seasons since entering the 
NFL as an undrafted free agent from Ohio State. 
 
26. C.J. Anderson, RB, Broncos: Anderson accounted for one of the Broncos' three offensive plays 
gaining more than 15 yards Sunday, a 30-yard run that sustained a fourth-quarter drive to the Broncos' 
final points. Durability concerns persist, but Anderson has 116 carries for 684 yards (5.9 average) in his 
11 most recent games. 
 
27. Bradley Roby, FS, Broncos: The Broncos expected Tom Brady to test Roby, their young nickel corner. 
Roby emerged with high marks in Pro Football Focus grading. 
 
28. Ted Ginn Jr., WR, Panthers: Too many drops and a lack of consistency have marked Ginn's career, 
but so has shaky quarterback play -- until now. Ginn's big-play ability is a huge asset for Carolina. 
 
29. Shaq Thompson, OLB, Panthers: Thompson has good coverage skills and can pressure the 
quarterback if given chances. He's living in the shadows of dynamic players in Kuechly and Davis. 
 
30. Louis Vasquez, G, Broncos: Vasquez is back at guard this season after playing right tackle on an 
emergency basis last season. He was a Pro Bowl and All-Pro selection in 2013. 
 
31. Roman Harper, SS, Panthers: The 33-year-old Harper played 86 percent of the Panthers' defensive 
snaps this season. He brought Super Bowl experience to Carolina from New Orleans. 
 
32. Devin Funchess, WR, Panthers: The rookie second-round pick has six touchdown receptions in the 
Panthers' past nine games. He has averaged 29 snaps per game this season. 
 
33. Mike Remmers, RT, Panthers: Two personnel directors I spoke with liked Remmers better than they 
liked Michael Oher on the other side. Pro Football Focus had Oher graded higher. 
 



34. Michael Oher, LT, Panthers: Signing Oher in free agency looked like it might have been a desperation 
move, but it's one that worked out well for all involved. Oher ranked second on the team in offensive 
snaps this season. 
 
35. Darian Stewart, FS, Broncos: A sprained MCL knocked Stewart from the AFC title game. Coach Gary 
Kubiak said he thought Stewart could play in the Super Bowl. 
 
36. Shaquil Barrett, OLB, Broncos: Barrett's physical transformation into a much leaner athlete has 
keyed his emergence as a role player. He played 42 percent of the defensive snaps during the regular 
season, collecting 5.5 sacks. Denver needed him when DeMarcus Ware was injured. He is second on the 
team in special-teams tackles with seven, and he has a forced fumble on special teams as well. 
 
37. Mario Addison, DE, Panthers: Addison has 13.5 sacks in 34 regular-season and postseason games 
with Carolina. He ranks fifth among Panthers defensive linemen in playing time. 
 
38. Corey Brown, WR, Panthers: Brown had four receptions for 113 yards and a touchdown in the NFC 
title game. He has five touchdown receptions for the season, counting the playoffs. Drops have 
sometimes been a problem. Brown has three of them in the past four games. 
 
39. Owen Daniels, TE, Broncos: Daniels has never played a snap outside a Gary Kubiak-coached offense, 
and why would he? Two touchdown catches against New England in the AFC Championship Game 
showed Daniels is still a good fit. 
 
40. Mike Tolbert, FB, Panthers: The 250-pound Tolbert has three receiving touchdowns and one rushing 
touchdown. He has four conversions in six tries on third-and-1 or fourth-and-1. 
 
41. Kurt Coleman, FS, Panthers: Two personnel directors would have ranked Coleman lower than this, 
calling him a limited player benefiting from a scheme that fits him well. One called it "tough" when 
teams isolate Coleman in coverage, as Seattle did at times. But with seven interceptions in the regular 
season and two more in playoffs, Coleman is doing something right. 
 
42. Matt Paradis, C, Broncos: Paradis leads the Broncos' offensive linemen in snaps played for the 
regular season and postseason combined. 
 
43. Max Garcia, C/G, Broncos: Garcia has filled in along the interior offensive line when injuries kept 
Evan Mathis and/or Louis Vasquez off the field. 
 
44. Brock Osweiler, QB, Broncos: Osweiler had a higher passer rating and Total QBR than Manning this 
season, but the Broncos obviously thought Manning's experience gave him an edge for the playoffs. 
 
45. Joe Webb, QB/ST, Panthers: Running low on options as a quarterback, Webb has revived his career 
as a key contributor on all the Panthers' special-teams units. Webb has 12 kickoff returns, and he nearly 
scored a touchdown against Tampa Bay as a member of the punt coverage unit. 
 
46. Ronnie Hillman, RB, Broncos: Hillman split the running back snaps with Anderson on roughly a 50-50 
basis, but Anderson got more of the work on third downs. 
 
47. Antonio Smith, DE, Broncos: Drafted by Arizona during the Dennis Green era, the 34-year-old Smith 
has seen his snaps drop in half to about 17 per game since Wolfe returned from a four-game 
suspension. 



 
48. Todd Davis, LB, Broncos: Davis has played a few snaps per game. His playing time spiked when 
Marshall and Trevathan were unavailable. 
 
49. Virgil Green, TE, Broncos: The Broncos added Owen Daniels and subtracted Julius Thomas last 
offseason before adding Vernon Davis during the season. Green has continued to play about one-third 
of the offensive snaps. 
 
50. Sylvester Williams, DT, Broncos: Williams ranks third behind Jackson and Wolfe in snaps played by 
Denver defensive linemen. 
 
51. Jerricho Cotchery, WR, Panthers: The veteran slot receiver caught the winning 15-yard scoring pass 
in the Panthers' 41-38 victory over New Orleans in Week 13. 
 
52. Evan Mathis, G, Broncos: Mathis has gotten healthier over the past couple weeks, smoothing the 
way for his return to the lineup. 
 
53. Shane Ray, OLB, Broncos: The rookie first-round choice has four sacks as part of a deep rotation. 
 
54. Kayvon Webster, CB, Broncos: Webster is fast and physical, but he has played only 62 snaps this 
season on a team with good talent in its secondary. He led the Broncos in special-teams tackles with 
eight. 
 
55. Vance Walker, DE, Broncos: Like Antonio Smith, Walker's snaps were cut in half when Wolfe 
returned from his suspension. He played only six snaps against New England, a season low for games in 
which he was active. 
 
56. Tre Boston, FS, Panthers: Boston had an interception and fumble recovery as Roman Harper's injury 
replacement during the NFC title game. He played 217 snaps during the regular season. 
 
57. Jared Allen, DE, Panthers: Allen was unhappy when Carolina held him out of the NFC title game to 
rest an injured foot. Allen played 572 snaps during the regular season but had no sacks in his final 10 
games. 
 
58. Vernon Davis, TE, Broncos: Davis has typically needed a full season in a new system to get 
comfortable and maximize his ability. He's 11 games and 288 snaps into his Denver career. 
 
59. Cortland Finnegan, DB, Panthers: The Panthers brought Finnegan out of retirement when injuries 
struck their secondary. 
 
60. Fernando Velasco, C, Panthers: Velasco played 73 snaps against Indianapolis in Week 8, but he 
otherwise hasn't played much. 
 
61. Ed Dickson, TE, Panthers: Carolina moves Dickson all around the formation. He has caught passes for 
first downs after lining up in six different spots. 
 
62. Dwan Edwards, DT, Panthers: Edwards, 34, has averaged about 30 snaps per game in the 14 games 
he has played this season. He has one sack. 
 



63. Bennie Fowler, WR, Broncos: Fowler (16 receptions) has run routes from outside the numbers and in 
the slot, from both sides of the formation. 
 
64. Fozzy Whittaker, RB, Panthers: Whitaker had 25 carries for 108 yards and a touchdown this season. 
 
65. Ryan Delaire, DE, Panthers: Delaire has 1.5 sacks from the left side and one from the right. 
 
66. Cody Latimer, WR, Broncos: Latimer scored his lone touchdown this season on a pass from Osweiler. 
Going after 50-50 balls is a strength. Latimer has made an impact on special teams in the playoffs. 
 
67. Derek Anderson, QB, Panthers: Carolina hasn't needed Anderson this season. He went 2-0 as a 
starter in 2014, completing 66.2 percent of his passes with three touchdowns, no interceptions and a 
76.2 Total QBR in those starts. 
 
68. Cameron Artis-Payne, RB, Panthers: Artis-Payne has 21 carries for 149 yards and a touchdown when 
aligning in the backfield to one side of the formation. 
 
69. Michael Schofield, RT, Broncos: Schofield has struggled as the starter at right tackle, ranking 66th in 
Pro Football Focus grading at the position this season. 
 
70. J.J. Jansen, LS, Panthers: Carolina's snapper has had one bad snap since the team acquired him in 
2009, and that was 100 games ago, counting the playoffs. 
 
71. Aaron Brewer, LS, Broncos: The Broncos' snapper also has tenure. He has been with the team since 
2012 and signed a four-year deal before this season. 
 
72. Brandon McManus, K, Broncos: McManus, like his Carolina counterpart, handles kickoffs. They had 
similar touchback rates even though McManus kicked in Denver's high altitude for home games. 
 
73. Graham Gano, K, Panthers: Gano missed extra-point tries in close regular-season victories over 
Indianapolis (29-26), Seattle (27-23) and New Orleans (41-38). 
 
74. Brad Nortman, P, Panthers: Nortman had a 41.4-yard net average with 32.9 percent downed inside 
the 20 and opponents starting at their own 27 on average. 
 
75. Britton Colquitt, P, Broncos: Colquitt had a 39.6-yard net average with 27.4 percent downed inside 
the 20 and opponents starting at their own 29 on average. 
 
76. Trevor Siemian, QB, Broncos: Siemian completed 57.5 percent of his passes with two touchdowns 
and one interception with an 85.7 passer rating during preseason. 
 
77. Ryan Harris, LT, Broncos: The Broncos were in a pinch during the offseason when they lost left tackle 
Ryan Clady, their best lineman. Harris was the man they called. 
 
78. Kyle Love, DT, Panthers: Love has four sacks in 17 games while averaging 20 snaps per game. 
 
79. Colin Jones, S, Panthers: Jones has been a mainstay on special teams, but Carolina has needed him at 
safety as well. 
 



80. Robert McClain, CB, Panthers: It's remarkable the Panthers have continued winning big after injuries 
led them to sign McClain off the street and move him into the starting lineup. He picked off a pass 
against Tampa Bay in Week 17. 
 
81. Teddy Williams, DB, Panthers: Williams led Carolina in special-teams tackles with nine. He also 
forced a fumble on special teams. 
 
82. David Mayo, LB, Panthers: Mayo ranked tied for third on the team with six special-teams tackles. 
 
83. Juwan Thompson, RB, Broncos: Thompson was inactive against New England, but he has played 61 
snaps this season. 
 
84. Lorenzo Doss, CB, Broncos: Doss showed good instincts at Tulane, but the fifth-round rookie has 
played only three snaps on defense this season. 
 
85. Andre Caldwell, WR, Broncos: Caldwell is a vertical route runner who can play all the receiver spots. 
 
86. Jordan Norwood, WR, Broncos: Injuries set back Norwood's efforts to challenge for additional 
playing time last season. 
 
87. Daryl Williams, OT, Panthers: Williams, 23, played 61 snaps, most of them in heavy personnel 
packages during the second half of the season. 
 
88. Darius Kilgo, NT, Broncos: Kilgo has good strength and could develop under line coach Bill Kollar. 
 
89. Tyler Polumbus, OT, Broncos: Polumbus played in multiple zone-oriented blocking schemes over the 
years. The team went back to Schofield at right tackle after giving a look to Polumbus. 
 
90. A.J. Klein, LB, Panthers: Klein ranked tied for fifth on the team with five special-teams tackles. He 
played 301 snaps on defense. 
 
91. Corey Nelson, OLB, Broncos: Nelson had five special-teams tackles, tied for fourth on the team. 
 
92. Josh Bush, DB, Broncos: Bush picked off a pass and forced a fumble while playing 215 snaps this 
season. 
 
93. Shiloh Keo, FS, Broncos: Denver picked up Keo after the former Texans safety reached out to 
Broncos defensive coordinator Wade Phillips over Twitter. He picked off a Philip Rivers pass to set up the 
winning touchdown in Week 17. 
 
94. Lerentee McCray, OLB, Broncos: McCray had one-half sack in 113 snaps during the season, plus two 
special-teams tackles. 
 
95. Chris Scott, G, Panthers: Scott played a handful of snaps in 10 games this season, maxing out with 27 
against Washington. 
 
96. Brenton Bersin, WR, Panthers: Bersin has nine catches for 119 yards this season. 
 
97. Ben Jacobs, LB, Panthers: Jacobs ranked tied for fifth on the team with five special-teams tackles. 
 



98. Dean Marlowe, FS, Panthers: The undrafted Marlowe has played nine snaps this season. 
 
99. Taurean Nixon, DB, Broncos: Denver signed Nixon the week before the AFC title game. 
 
100. Scott Simonson, TE, Panthers: Simonson caught one pass for 10 yards during a 38-0 victory over 
Atlanta. 
 
101. Brandon Wegher, RB, Panthers: Wegher was active in Week 17 and played two snaps. 
 
102. James Ferentz, C, Broncos: Ferentz played 10 snaps this season. 
 
103. Sam Brenner, C, Broncos: Brenner has yet to play for Denver. He played seven snaps with Miami 
early in the season. 
 
104. Robert Myers Jr., G, Broncos: The rookie fifth-round pick has yet to play in a game. 
 
105. Kevin Norwood, WR, Panthers: Norwood has yet to catch a pass with Carolina, and he is not a 
special-teams contributor. 
 
106. Lou Young, DB, Panthers: Young has been inactive for both games with Carolina. He has never 
appeared in an NFL game. 

  



Picking the best team ever for all 32 NFL franchises 
By ESPN.com Staff 
ESPN.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
NFL Nation reporters choose every franchise's best team ever, from the no-brainers, such as the 1985 
Bears and the 2000 Ravens, to the tough decisions, such as the 1975 Steelers and the 1993 Cowboys. 
View all 32 below, sorted by conference and division: 
 
AFC EAST 
 
Buffalo Bills 
Best team: 1990 
 
It's a close call between the 1990 Bills and 1991 Bills, who posted the franchise's only 13-win seasons, as 
well as the Bills' 1964 AFL championship team. I'll give the edge to the 1990 team because it came closer 
to winning a Super Bowl than the 1991 team, needing only a field goal by Scott Norwood to edge the 
Giants. In addition to holding the franchise record for full-season point differential (plus-165), the 1990 
Bills sent 10 players to the Pro Bowl and had eight future Hall of Famers associated with the team: Jim 
Kelly, Thurman Thomas, Andre Reed, James Lofton, Bruce Smith, Marv Levy, Bill Polian and Ralph 
Wilson. -- Mike Rodak 
 
Miami Dolphins 
Best team: 1972 
 
The 1972 Dolphins are a no-brainer. Not only is this the best Dolphins team, a strong case can be made 
that this is the greatest NFL team ever. The '72 Dolphins were filled with Hall of Famers such as Larry 
Csonka, Nick Buoniconti, Bob Griese, Paul Warfield and coach Don Shula. However, the biggest feather 
in their cap is that they remain the only group in NFL history to go through the regular season and 
playoffs undefeated. Many teams have tried, and several have come close, but no team has matched 
this feat for four decades and counting. -- James Walker 
 
New England Patriots 
Best team: 2007 
 
The 2007 Patriots didn't close the undefeated deal in Super Bowl XLII, and if they did, they probably 
would have been viewed as the greatest team in NFL history. That team was a helmet-catch away from 
history. So when I considered the '07 team against the '04 team, which was the last to repeat as Super 
Bowl champs, I still leaned toward '07. If Super Bowl rings were the clincher, it would have been '04. But 
that collection of talent in '07, and the way it came together as a team, was just at a completely 
different level from everyone else for such a long stretch that year. -- Mike Reiss 
 
New York Jets 
Best team: 1968 
 
No contest: It's the 1968 Jets, the only team in franchise history to reach the Super Bowl. Their stunning 
win over the Colts was historic on many levels. It wasn't a fluke, though: The Jets were a truly great 
team, recording the largest point differential per game in team history: +139 for 14 games. The '68 Jets 
included Hall of Famers Joe Namath, Don Maynard and coach Weeb Ewbank, plus a defense that led the 



AFL in fewest yards allowed. Their 11-3 record remains the best winning percentage in Jets history. -- 
Rich Cimini 
 
AFC NORTH 
 
Baltimore Ravens 
Best team: 2000 
 
The 2000 Super Bowl champions didn't just beat teams. They bullied them. Baltimore won its last 11 
games that season, doing so by an average margin of 18 points. The Ravens set the NFL record for 
fewest points allowed in a 16-game season and then gave up just one touchdown in four playoff games. 
When looking at the Ravens' 20-year history, the 2012 Super Bowl champions were the most dramatic 
team. The 2000 one was clearly the most dominant. -- Jamison Hensley 
 
Cincinnati Bengals 
Best team: 1988 
 
The 1988 Bengals had the perfect answer to a strike-affected, 4-11 record in 1987. Since the '88 Bengals 
were one dramatic Joe Montana two-minute drill away from actually winning Super Bowl XXIII, we'll tab 
them the greatest team in franchise history. A very strong case could be made that the 1981 team was 
really Cincinnati's best. Just like the team that came seven years later, the '81 Bengals were one 
possession from beating the 49ers in the Super Bowl. Had this past postseason gone significantly better, 
the 2015 Bengals, who like the '81 and '88 teams were 12-4 in the regular season, could have made a 
compelling case. -- Coley Harvey 
 
Cleveland Browns 
Best team: 1950 
 
It's tempting to go with 1948, but that team played in the All America Football Conference. The Browns' 
last championship team, in 1964, is in the discussion, but this vote goes to the 1950 Browns. In their first 
year in the NFL, they were not supposed to win a game. But Paul Brown's team started the season by 
defeating the defending champion and ended with a Lou Groza field goal in the last minute to win the 
championship. That team had seven future Hall of Famers, including Brown, Otto Graham and Marion 
Motley. -- Pat McManamon 
 
Pittsburgh Steelers 
Best team: 1975 
 
The Steelers have several candidates, but the 1975 season shines brightest among the franchise's six 
Super Bowl winners. This team was loaded with Hall of Famers, winning a second straight Super Bowl 
and framing a 1970s dynasty the game hadn't seen before. The Steelers could beat you with Terry 
Bradshaw's arm or Franco Harris' legs. Eight of 14 regular-season opponents scored 10 points or less on 
what became the Steel Curtain defense. In three playoff games, opposing offenses averaged 12.3 points 
against the Steelers. Lynn Swann had his breakout in the Super Bowl. Harris was at his best all year. 
Everything fell into place in this season. -- Jeremy Fowler 
 
AFC SOUTH 
 
Houston Texans 
Best team: 2011 



 
It's easy with a team this young. The 2011 Texans were the best team in franchise history. They won the 
division and made their first ever playoff appearance. They allowed only 17.4 points per game and 285.7 
yards per game, both of which ranked in the top four in the league. Offensively, quarterback Matt 
Schaub was at his peak until a foot injury in Week 10, and the Texans' running game was strong with the 
double punch of Arian Foster and Ben Tate. Backup quarterback T.J. Yates led the Texans into the 
playoffs, and they won a game with the help of J.J. Watt's first pick-six. -- Tania Ganguli 
 
Indianapolis Colts 
Best team: 2005 
 
You would think the 2006 Super Bowl team would be the Colts' best. That team was very good, but you 
have to go back a year to get the best team. The 2005 Colts steamrolled through the regular season, 
going 14-2. Peyton Manning and the offense outscored their opponents by 192 points, finishing second 
in points per game and third in total offense, and the defense was second in points allowed. The only 
thing missing that season was a Super Bowl title. Ben Roethlisberger and the Pittsburgh Steelers upset 
the Colts 21-18 in the playoffs. -- Mike Wells 
 
Jacksonville Jaguars 
Best team: 1999 
 
The 1999 Jaguars went 14-2 during the regular season and embarrassed the Dolphins 62-7 in the 
playoffs in what would be the last game for quarterback Dan Marino and coach Jimmy Johnson. Wide 
receiver Jimmy Smith caught 116 passes for 1,636 yards, both single-season franchise records that still 
stand, and running backs Fred Taylor and James Stewart combined for 1,663 yards and 19 TDs. The 
Titans handed the Jaguars all three of their losses: twice during the regular season and in Jacksonville in 
the AFC title game. -- Mike DiRocco 
 
Tennessee Titans 
Best team: 2000 
 
While the 1999 Titans went to the Super Bowl, it was actually the 2000 team that was the best. The 
Titans upgraded to Randall Godfrey at middle linebacker and a heathier Steve McNair played in all 16 
games. The team's point differential jumped from 68 in the Super Bowl season to 155. But the group 
flopped in the playoffs, losing in horrific fashion to the Ravens. -- Paul Kuharsky 
 
AFC WEST 
 
Denver Broncos 
Best team: 1998 
 
The Broncos repeated as Super Bowl champions that season after opening at 13-0 before finishing the 
regular season 14-2. Running back Terrell Davis won the league's MVP award with 2,008 yards and 21 
rushing touchdowns, and quarterback John Elway won the Super Bowl XXXIII MVP award. The lineup 
included two Hall of Famers in Elway and tight end Shannon Sharpe, and the Broncos scored at least 30 
points in 10 regular-season games and won each of their three postseason games by a double-digit 
margin. Elway retired shortly after the Super Bowl win. -- Jeff Legwold 
 
Kansas City Chiefs 
Best team: 1969 



 
The Chiefs finished in second place in the Western Division in the AFL's final season but won a pair of 
playoff games on the road and then dominated the Vikings in the Super Bowl. They've chased this kind 
of success ever since, but with meager results: four playoff wins, one AFC Championship Game and zero 
appearances in the Super Bowl. -- Adam Teicher 
 
Oakland Raiders 
Best team: 1983 
 
This was a tough one: the 1983 Super Bowl champs, who thumped defending champion Washington in 
Super Bowl XVIII, or the 1976 champs, who won 13 straight and finished the year 16-1 after pummeling 
the Vikings in Super Bowl XI, 32-14? I went to the source and asked Cliff Branch, one of only six players 
to be on all three Raiders title teams. While he initially went with 1976, he agreed that the difference 
was the 1983 team's postseason domination: a 38-10 win over the Steelers, 30-14 over the Seahawks 
and 38-9 over Washington. Plus, Branch noted, Al Davis himself once said the 1983 team was the best in 
franchise history. Well then, that settles it. -- Paul Gutierrez 
 
San Diego Chargers 
Best team: 1994 
 
The 1963 Chargers won an AFL title, and the 2006 Chargers (14-2) had a better record, but fell way short 
of expectations. So we'll go with the only San Diego team to ever play in a Super Bowl. Junior Seau led 
one of the top defenses in the NFL, and quarterback Stan Humphries and running back Natrone Means 
carried the offense, leading the Chargers to an improbable Super Bowl run. -- Eric D. Williams 
 
NFC EAST 
 
Dallas Cowboys 
Best team: 1993 
 
With five Super Bowl titles, it's difficult to pick the best Cowboys team, but the 1993 team stands above 
the rest, with the 1977 team coming in a close second. The '93 Cowboys lost their first two games 
without Emmitt Smith but went 12-2 the rest of the way and beat the Bills in Super Bowl XXVIII. That 
team had four Hall of Famers in Troy Aikman, Emmitt Smith, Michael Irvin and Charles Haley and a Ring 
of Honor member in Darren Woodson, plus an offensive line that had three Pro Bowlers. The '77 
Cowboys had Hall of Famers in Roger Staubach, Tony Dorsett and Randy White, plus Ring of Honor 
members Drew Pearson and Cliff Harris and franchise staples such as Ed "Too Tall" Jones, Harvey Martin, 
Jethro Pugh, Charlie Waters and John Fitzgerald. What separated the teams? The '93 Cowboys had an 
average margin of victory of 15.3 points, compared with 12.9 points for the '77 Cowboys. -- Todd Archer 
 
New York Giants 
Best team: 1986 
 
Only one Giants team has ever won 14 games, and it was the 1986 team, which finished second in the 
league in defense and delivered the franchise's first Super Bowl title. This was Lawrence Taylor's MVP 
season, a year in which he led the league with 20½ sacks. No defensive player has won the award since. 
Led by a dominant defense, the '86 Giants won their first two playoff games by a combined score of 66-3 
and knocked off the Broncos in the Super Bowl behind Phil Simms' record-setting passing performance. -
- Dan Graziano 
 



Philadelphia Eagles 
Best team: 1960 
 
The 1960 Eagles went 10-2 and defeated Vince Lombardi and the Packers for the NFL title, the 
franchise's last championship. It was a team that had two Hall of Famers at quarterback, Norm Van 
Brocklin and Sonny Jurgensen. Hall of Famer Tommy McDonald was catching passes, and the great 
Chuck Bednarik was still playing both ways. In the Super Bowl era, the 2004 Eagles, who went 13-3 and 
lost in the Super Bowl, get the nod. But the 1960 team is still the standard. -- Phil Sheridan 
 
Washington Redskins 
Best team: 1991 
 
The Redskins had three teams under Joe Gibbs that won a Super Bowl and a fourth, the 1983 team, that 
might have earned this distinction had it won a title. Of the three that did win, the 1991 team jumps out 
in a big way for its wire-to-wire dominance. The Redskins that year won their first 11 games en route to 
a 14-2 regular-season record, with seven wins by 20 or more points. They led the NFL in points scored 
and were second in fewest points allowed. They never trailed in the postseason, capping the season 
with a 37-24 win over Buffalo in the Super Bowl. -- John Keim 
 
NFC NORTH 
 
Chicago Bears 
Best team: 1985 
 
This is a no-brainer. The 1985 Bears rank as one of the greatest NFL teams ever. Led by future Hall of 
Famers Walter Payton, Mike Singletary, Richard Dent, Dan Hampton and Mike Ditka, plus other 
enigmatic personalities such as Jim McMahon, Steve "Mongo" McMichael, William "Refrigerator" Perry, 
Otis Wilson, Buddy Ryan and Willie Gault, the '85 Bears lit the football world on fire. Behind arguably the 
best defense in league history, the Bears went 18-1 and decimated the Patriots in Super Bowl XX. To this 
day, the 1985 Bears are treated like royalty in Chicago. -- Jeff Dickerson 
 
Detroit Lions 
Best team: 1957 
 
The 1957 team was Detroit's last to win an NFL championship. The team had seven eventual Hall of 
Famers: Bobby Layne, Jack Christiansen, Joe Schmidt, Yale Lary, Frank Gatski, John Henry Johnson and 
Lou Creekmur. Seven Detroit players made the Pro Bowl that season. The other team to come close 
would be the 1991 Lions. Led by Barry Sanders, Herman Moore, Chris Spielman and Jerry Ball, the '91 
Lions have the franchise's lone playoff win in the Super Bowl era and the best regular-season record 
ever at 12-4. -- Michael Rothstein 
 
Green Bay Packers 
Best team: 1962 
 
Ten Hall of Famers played on Vince Lombardi's 1962 championship team, which went 13-1 and led the 
NFL in points scored and fewest points allowed. Led by Bart Starr, Paul Hornung, Jim Taylor, Forrest 
Gregg, Ray Nitschke, Herb Adderley, Willie Davis, Jim Ringo, Willie Wood and Henry Jordan, the team 
capped the 1962 season with a 16-7 win over the Giants for the NFL championship. -- Rob Demovsky 
 
 



Minnesota Vikings 
Best team: 1969 
 
There's a case to be made for the 1998 and 1975 teams, but the 1969 Vikings might have been more 
dominant than either of them. Minnesota's first Super Bowl entrant, the 1969 team is the only one in 
Vikings history to lead the NFL in scoring offense and defense; since it was the year before the merger, it 
should be noted the Vikings scored more points and allowed fewer than any team in the AFL, too. They 
forced 42 turnovers for the year and entered Super Bowl IV as 13-point favorites, before losing to the 
Chiefs. -- Ben Goessling 
 
NFC SOUTH 
 
Atlanta Falcons 
Best team: 1998 
 
The 1998 Falcons went 14-2 and rode the momentum of the regular season all the way to a Super Bowl 
XXXIII berth, where they lost to the Broncos, 34-19. The Falcons were 8-0 at home and had a league-best 
53 touchdowns. Six Falcons made the Pro Bowl: Chris Chandler, Jamal Anderson, Ray Buchanan, Eugene 
Robinson, Jessie Tuggle and Bob Whitfield. -- Vaughn McClure 
 
Carolina Panthers 
Best team: 2015 
 
Look no further than the 2015 Panthers. They had the best record in the NFL during the regular season 
at 15-1 and now are in the Super Bowl. They led the league in scoring at 31.2 points per game and 
finished sixth in total defense. They have the likely league MVP in quarterback Cam Newton and one of 
the best defensive players in Luke Kuechly. The only team that comes close is the 2003 team, which lost 
to the Patriots in the Super Bowl on a last-second field goal. Had that team won, with the final chapter 
of this year's team not written, I might have been swayed to pick '03. -- David Newton 
 
New Orleans Saints 
Best team: 2009 
 
The 2009 Saints won the franchise's only Super Bowl championship, making this a pretty easy choice, 
though I did briefly consider the 2011 team, which had one of the greatest offensive seasons in NFL 
history. The Saints went 13-3 both years. What made the Saints so great in 2009 was their balance. They 
had the No. 1-ranked offense in the NFL but also had a defense that ranked second in the league with 39 
takeaways, plus eight more in the postseason. Fittingly, the Super Bowl win over the Colts included a 
bold call by coach Sean Payton, a surprise onside kick after halftime; a masterful fourth-quarter TD drive 
by quarterback Drew Brees, who went 8-for-8 to eight receivers, including the 2-point conversion; and 
cornerback Tracy Porter's game-clinching 74-yard interception return for a touchdown against Peyton 
Manning. -- Mike Triplett 
 
Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
Best team: 2002 
 
The 2002 Bucs went 12-4 and demolished their three playoff opponents by a combined 69 points, 
including a 48-21 victory over Oakland in the Super Bowl. The Bucs' defense allowed opponents just 12.3 
points per game in the regular season, intercepted 31 passes and recorded 43 sacks. The defense 
featured two NFL Hall of Famers: Warren Sapp and Derrick Brooks. -- Mike DiRocco 



 
NFC WEST 
 
Arizona Cardinals 
Best team: 2015 
 
Popular belief would say that the 2008 Cardinals, who went to the Super Bowl, are the franchise's best 
team, and it's a valid argument. But this year's team was better. It set franchise records for wins, going 
13-3, and for points in a season. And the team featured a quarterback, Carson Palmer, who had the best 
season of his career and a wide receiver, Larry Fitzgerald, who set a career high for catches in a season. -
- Josh Weinfuss 
 
Los Angeles Rams 
Best team: 1999 
 
This is a close call, but when in doubt, it's best to err on the side of a Lombardi Trophy. That's why the 
1999 Rams are the narrow choice over the 2001 Rams. The 1999 season saw the birth of the "Greatest 
Show on Turf," one of the most exciting and prolific offenses in NFL history. Featuring the likes of 
Marshall Faulk, Kurt Warner, Orlando Pace, Isaac Bruce, Torry Holt, London Fletcher and Kevin Carter, 
that team went from 4-12 the previous year to 13-3 and a win in Super Bowl XXXIV. It wasn't just that 
this team was great or that it revolutionized offense in the NFL, it's that it came from virtually nowhere 
to reach the top in the span of one year. -- Nick Wagoner 
 
San Francisco 49ers 
Best team: 1989 
 
Yes, a strong case could be made for the 1984 team that went 18-1 and blew out the Dolphins in Super 
Bowl XIX, its lone loss a 20-17 home setback to the Steelers. But I'm going with the 1989 Niners, who 
lost two home games by a combined five points, one to a team they would face in the NFC title game. 
The '89 team dominated the postseason, defeating the Vikings, Rams and Broncos by a combined 126-
26, including a 55-10 demolition of Denver in Super Bowl XXIV. With Hall of Famers Joe Montana, Jerry 
Rice, Ronnie Lott and Charles Haley at the height of their powers, I'd argue that the 1989 Niners, who 
won back-to-back titles, are the best team in NFL history. -- Paul Gutierrez 
 
Seattle Seahawks 
Best team: 2013 
 
The 2013 Seahawks jumped all over Peyton Manning and the Broncos in a memorable 43-8 victory in 
Super Bowl XLVIII. They finished 13-3 in the regular season, outscoring opponents by a total of 186 
points. The defense was one of the best in recent memory, while Russell Wilson and Marshawn Lynch 
led the offense. The core of this team is still in tact, and the Seahawks will look to compete for another 
Super Bowl title in the years ahead. -- Sheil Kapadia 
 
 

  



Broncos choose to wear white road uniforms in Super 
Bowl 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos have chosen to wear their white road uniforms in Super Bowl 50 against the 
Carolina Panthers. 
 
It's a simple reason: "We've had Super Bowl success in our white uniforms," said John Elway, who was 
the Broncos' QB in back-to-back Super Bowl wins in the 1990s and is now their executive VP and general 
manager. 
 
Denver wore its white uniforms in its last Super Bowl win, 34-19 over Atlanta 17 years ago. 
 
The Broncos went 6-2 on the road in 2015, tying a franchise record for most victories away from home. 
 
The AFC is designated the home team in even years. 
 
The Broncos (14-4) face the Panthers (17-1) on Feb. 7 in their record-tying eighth Super Bowl 
appearance. 

  



Together a decade, Kubiak and Daniels heading to Super 
Bowl 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
When Tom Brady took a knee with 33 seconds left in the first half of the AFC championship and turned 
to trot toward the tunnel, Broncos tight end Owen Daniels wasn't buying it. 
 
He stood on Denver's sideline pointing at the New England Patriots until they indeed disappeared into 
their locker room. Only then did he head off the field, passing his coach along the way. 
 
"I got some comments about that on social media that I looked really confused," Daniels said Monday 
while basking in the afterglow of his two-touchdown performance in Denver's 20-18 dethroning of the 
defending champs. 
 
Daniels wasn't confounded, just cautious. 
 
You see, while he was in Baltimore last season, the Ravens came up with a scheme to fool the Steelers in 
the playoffs. If they had enough time, they were going to take a knee and fake like they were trotting off 
to their nearby tunnel only to run back to the line of scrimmage, snap the ball while the Steelers were 
walking off and run for an easy touchdown. 
 
They never got that chance. 
 
But, hey, if anyone else has thought of it, you can bet Bill Belichick has, too. 
 
"New England has always got something up their sleeve," Daniels said. "... So, I was just making sure I 
was ready to make a tackle." 
 
It's that football acumen that led coach Gary Kubiak to vouch for Daniels last spring when he and 
general manager John Elway mapped out their free agency plans and offered Daniels a three-year, $12 
million contract. 
 
Daniels has played for Kubiak his entire NFL career. He spent eight seasons with him in Houston and 
followed him to Baltimore in 2014 when Kubiak was hired as the Ravens' offensive coordinator following 
his firing as the Texans' head coach. 
 
Together, they resurrected their respective careers before coming to Colorado. 
 
Daniels caught 48 passes for 527 yards and four touchdowns in helping the Ravens reach the playoffs, 
where he scored his first postseason touchdown against New England. 
 
In Denver, Daniels caught 46 passes for 517 yards and three TDs in the regular season. He had TD grabs 
of 21 and 12 yards Sunday. 
 



"As a coach when you bounce to different places and guys' names come up, you've got to be careful," 
Kubiak said. "But there are certain guys you have no doubt staying up for, saying, 'Put him on your 
team.' And he's one of those guys." 
 
Daniels brought pedigree to a position where Peyton Manning had lost Julius Thomas and his two dozen 
TD catches from 2013-14 to free agency. 
 
He immediately received an invitation from Manning to attend his annual passing camp at Duke, where 
the 39-year-old quarterback picked Daniels' brain about Kubiak's offensive philosophy. 
 
Then, Daniels tutored the rest of the offense. 
 
"He didn't like directly order me to do that, but ... it kind of happened naturally," Daniels said. 
 
Daniels had a disappointing start in Denver as the Broncos struggled on offense early on. They were 
getting used to a new O-line and Manning's left foot was bothering him. Plus, they had injuries that 
reduced their ranks at tight end and limited their options. 
 
Then, Elway brought in Vernon Davis from San Francisco just before the trade deadline and everything 
changed for Daniels and Virgil Green. 
 
While Davis has had problems with drops and caught just 20 passes for 201 yards, his presence really 
opened things up for the other tight ends. 
 
"It's been great. Having Vernon here, obviously he's a super dynamic player who has been playing really 
well for a long time," Daniels said. "Having him around, it's allowed us to do more two-tight end stuff. To 
have three guys that are really interchangeable out there, he's been a great asset for us." 
 
It's not just Daniels' production, but his football instincts that helped the Broncos (14-4) get back to the 
Super Bowl, where they'll face the Carolina Panthers (17-1). 
 
Like his heads-up on Brady's kneel-down. 
 
"We tried to do that to another team," Daniels said, "so I was kind of alert to that." 
 
After the game, Daniels searched for Kubiak to soak in the moment. 
 
"Coach Kube and I obviously, we've been together 10 years. Those years in Houston were satisfying 
because we helped take that franchise from where it was and turn it around to make it a winning 
franchise expecting to win every year," Daniels said. "That meant a lot and then for us to just kind of be 
in this moment together. I was looking for Kube after the game. I couldn't find him until he was on the 
stage." 
 
After the trophy presentation, the two embraced. 
 
"We had a little moment," Daniels said. "I know it means a ton to him to be in this situation. It means a 
lot to me to share that with him." 

  



Win over Patriots was worth $2 million to Manning 
By Arnie Stapleton 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
Peyton Manning earned back half of the $4 million pay cut he accepted last winter by leading the 
Denver Broncos back to the Super Bowl. 
 
He can recoup the rest with a win over Carolina in two weeks. 
 
Manning agreed to GM John Elway's request that he reduce his 2015 salary to $15 million. But he did so 
with the caveat that he could earn back every penny by getting to and winning Super Bowl 50. 
 
Each member of the Broncos earned $46,000 Sunday when they beat New England 20-18. 
 
The Super Bowl winners each get $102,000 and the losing team's individual share is $51,000. 
 
A windfall for some players, pocket change for others. 
 
Manning earned $882,352 each week during the regular season. 

  



Broncos heap praise on Panthers leading up to Super 
Bowl 50 
By Pat Graham 
Associated Press 
January 26, 2016 
 
Nothing but compliments for Cam Newton after completely bashing Tom Brady. 
 
And no, this nasty Denver Broncos defense hasn't suddenly turned soft. They're simply playing nice with 
the Super Bowl still two weeks away. 
 
The pleasantries seem tame after all the trash talking Denver did before the New England game. The 
Broncos called Brady a crybaby for complaining to the officials over calls. They also accused tight end 
Rob Gronkowski of constantly pushing off to get open. 
 
On Sunday, they backed up their words by constantly harassing Brady in a 20-18 win over the Patriots to 
earn a spot in Super Bowl 50 against Carolina (17-1). 
 
Now, the Broncos (14-4) are pulling out the respect card, especially when it comes to Newton. 
 
"He's probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now," Pro Bowl cornerback Aqib Talib 
said. 
 
Outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware heaped plenty of praise on Newton, too. 
 
"You can't rush timid because if you do that, he's one of those pocket quarterbacks that can get the ball 
deep down the field," said Ware, whose team will wear their white road uniforms on Feb. 7 in their 
record-tying eighth Super Bowl appearance. "You have to be able to get pressure on him, but you have 
to be decisive on how you're rushing. You can't be a wild rusher." 
 
The Broncos certainly went wild against Brady, hitting him 23 times, all the more amazing given how 
quickly Brady usually gets rid of the ball. 
 
And no one was in his face more often than Von Miller, who had 2 1/2 sacks and an interception on a 
pass intended for Gronkowski. 
 
"We go out there and the scoreboard talks for itself," Miller said. 
 
So good was defensive coordinator Wade Phillips' scheme that after the game, coach Gary Kubiak felt he 
had to give out several game balls. 
 
"We've got to come up with a great game plan against them like we did against New England," Talib 
said. "We may switch it up here and there a little bit, but for the most part, we're going to get pressure 
on the quarterback and cover." 
 
The Broncos are facing a different kind of QB in Newton. He's not like Brady, who will find seam after 
seam for big play after big play. Instead, Newton will take off if the pressure is too intense. In a 49-15 
win over Arizona during the NFC title game, Newton rushed for two TDs and threw for two more. 



 
"Super unique," Talib said. "I've never seen anybody who is that size. He can sit in the pocket and throw 
it, and then he can run, run wide out. He probably could play any position in the NFL that you wanted to. 
He's definitely a unique player." 
 
Kubiak saw Newton last season when he was offensive coordinator in Baltimore. Newton completed 14 
of 25 passes for 197 yards that day but was under duress for much of the game. Newton was sacked 
twice as the Ravens won 38-10. 
 
The Broncos first-year head coach wouldn't mind a repeat performance. 
 
"Having to tackle him out in the open field, having to defend the quarterback runs and those types of 
things will be something different for us," Kubiak said. "It's nice to have a couple of weeks." 

  



AFC title games draws 2nd-best viewership on record 
By Staff 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
The AFC championship game has drawn its second-largest television audience on record. 
 
The Denver Broncos' down-to-the-wire win over the New England Patriots in what could be the last 
meeting between Peyton Manning and Tom Brady averaged 53.3 million viewers Sunday on CBS. The 
network said Monday that trails only the 54.9 million for the 2011 Steelers-Jets matchup, which was 
played in a later time slot. CBS' records go back to 1978. 
 
With much of the East Coast digging out from a blizzard, it was the perfect day to draw a big audience. 
 
In the NFC matchup, the Panthers and Cardinals don't have the history of the Broncos and Patriots, and 
the outcome was a rout, leading to the unusual occurrence of the early game getting more viewers than 
the late one. Carolina's victory averaged 45.7 million viewers, still up from the 42.1 million for New 
England's blowout of Indianpolis in the late slot a year ago. 
 

  



Rivera: LB Davis has surgery, expected to play in Super 
Bowl 
By Steve Reed 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
All-Pro linebacker Thomas Davis had surgery Monday morning on his broken right forearm, but is 
expected to play in the Super Bowl on Feb. 7. 
 
"My understanding is if everything goes well it is something he can mostly certainly play with," Panthers 
coach Ron Rivera said Monday. "So we are excited about that possibility." 
 
Rivera did not know which forearm bone Davis broke. 
 
He said the 11-year NFL veteran may need to wear a brace on his arm similar to the one worn by New 
England Patriots tight end Rob Gronkowski. 
 
Davis broke his arm in the second quarter of Carolina's 49-15 win over the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday 
in the NFC championship. Davis said after the game he fully expected to play in the Super Bowl in about 
two weeks. 
 
Rivera said if anybody can play through the pain, it would be Davis, who has battled back from three 
torn ACLs in the same knee to play at an All-Pro level. 
 
"He said (he was going to play) with the same type of sincerity he said to me when he told me he was 
coming back from the third ACL," Rivera said. "There is something about his conviction and I think that's 
what makes him who he is today. So I have no doubt that as long as everything continues to heal the 
way it's supposed to, he'll be out there." 
 
Players were not made available for comment on Monday. 
 
Davis' wife posted an Instagram photo of her husband wearing a hospital shower cap on Monday and 
thanked well-wishers. 
 
Davis said after the game Sunday he planned to play in the Super Bowl. 
 
"It hurt. It was painful," Davis said Sunday. "At the same time I believe in our training staff and I believe 
in the process. If it is at all possible I know they are going to get me back and I will do my part to make 
sure I'm ready." 
 
Davis was dominant early in the NFC title game recording six tackles, including two for losses. He had 
several jarring hits that set the tone for the Panthers to build a 17-0 lead. 
 
But he broke his forearm while trying to break up a pass in the second quarter and was taken to the 
locker room for observations. He returned to the sideline in the second half wearing a sling on his right 
arm. 
 



Even without Davis, the Panthers managed to finish the game with seven takeaways — six of those on 
defense. They forced Carson Palmer into four interceptions and forced two fumbles in an impressive 
defensive performance. 
 
When asked what makes him believe he can play with a broken arm, Davis replied, "I believe in me." 
 
"This is something that if it comes down to a pain tolerance and playing through it, I will be there. I 
guarantee to you." 
 
Davis' teammates praised his toughness and said it's hard to imagine anyone trying to tell him he 
couldn't play in his first Super Bowl after spending his entire career trying to reach this pinnacle. 
 
"I don't put it past Thomas playing," defensive tackle Kawann Short said. "Three ACLs, broken fingers. It 
hasn't stopped him before. I think they will have to take all of his jerseys away — all five of them, and 
even the ones at home." 
 
Rivera said safety Roman Harper is scheduled to see an eye doctor soon after being forced to leave the 
game on Sunday. The fifth-year coach said he won't have any more information on his status until after 
the meeting. 
 
The coach also said All-Pro center Ryan Kalil's knee is "fine" after leaving two series in the first half 
Sunday. Kalil returned in the second half to finish the game. 

  



2nd-guessing of Belichick begins with the man in the 
hoodie 
By Jimmy Golen 
Associated Press 
January 25, 2016 
 
You still see T-shirts around the home of the New England Patriots with coach Bill Belichick's scowling 
face and the mantra "In Bill We Trust." 
 
But more than any time since the hoodied football guru began filling the team's trophy case, fans here 
are beginning to question his judgment. 
 
Two decisions to forego a field goal and go for it on fourth down in Sunday's AFC championship game 
was just the latest in a series of calls that didn't work out for Belichick and the Patriots this season. The 
Broncos won 20-18 to earn a trip to Super Bowl 50 that the defending champions had considered their 
birthright. 
 
"I think each of us that competed in the game — players, coaches — probably feel the same way," 
Belichick said on Monday. "A couple of plays, calls, that you'd like to have back." 
 
The Patriots wouldn't have even been in Denver — where quarterback Tom Brady has a 2-7 record — 
but for a rare December collapse by a team that has been one of the league's best finishers. 
 
Winning just two of their last six regular-season games, the Patriots finished one win short of home-field 
advantage through the AFC playoffs. 
 
Belichick's decisions — some risky but reasonable, others downright puzzling — were a big reason why. 
 
While only the most extreme talk radio loudmouths would be calling for the head of a four-time Super 
Bowl winner after a few failed moves, Belichick conceded on Monday that he second-guesses himself 
"all the time." 
 
Among his players, there's still absolute loyalty. 
 
"One hundred percent, we follow him and the decisions he makes," long-snapper Joe Cardona said as he 
cleaned out his belongings in a somber locker room on Monday. 
 
"We follow him and the decisions he makes," he said. "Obviously, he's accomplished a lot. There's no 
questioning our leaders." 
 
Here are some of the decisions that proved costly in New England's failure to repeat as champions: 
 
THE RUGBY KICK: Winners of their first 10 games, the Patriots arrived in Denver on Nov. 29 with a 
chance to open a three-game lead over the Broncos in the race for the AFC's top seed. The Broncos 
rallied from a 14-point, fourth-quarter deficit to win in overtime, taking advantage of a fumbled punt 
return by Chris Harper — an undrafted rookie who was called up from the practice squad 12 days 
earlier. 
 



The following week, the Patriots again opened a two-touchdown lead — this time over Philadelphia. 
After scoring to make it 14-0 midway through the second quarter, Belichick inexplicably called for a 
rugby-style onside kick from safety Nate Ebner. 
 
The thus-far overmatched Eagles — who would fire their coach before finishing a 7-9 season — fielded it 
and drove for their first touchdown, then added another to tie it before the half. In all, Philadelphia 
scored five straight touchdowns after the unusual play. 
 
THE COIN TOSS: The Patriots won their next two games before playing the New York Jets on Dec. 27. 
New England trailed for most of the game before Brady hit James White for a touchdown with just 
under 2 minutes remaining to send the game into overtime. 
 
Belichick decided to kick off to start the OT period. The Jets went 80 yards on five plays to end it without 
New England ever getting the ball. 
 
"I thought it was the best thing to do," Belichick said. 
 
THE MIAMI MISADVENTURE: The following week, the final game of the regular season, the Patriots 
played the Dolphins — another team that was mired in the middle of a coach-firing season. Amid 
questions of whether it would be better to go all-out for the win or rest key players for the playoffs, 
Belichick opted for a middle strategy. 
 
Brady played, but he handed off 20 times in 25 first-half plays, and one of the incomplete passes 
resulted in Dolphins lineman Ndamukong Suh rolling over on Brady's ankle. The Patriots let the three-
time Super Bowl MVP loose in the second half, but it was too late. 
 
Down two scores in the final minutes, backup Jimmy Garoppolo replaced Brady. The Broncos beat San 
Diego later in the day to clinch the AFC's No. 1 seed and, eventually, home-field advantage in the 
conference title game. 
 
"We can't say 'What if? If this was that. If that was that,'" special teams captain Matthew Slater said on 
Monday. "They were what they were and we had to go there and play. We didn't play well enough to 
win. Simple as that." 
 
FOURTH-AND-GO: The playoff victory against Kansas City was uneventful — if you don't count the twice-
deflected, almost intercepted second-down pass to Julian Edelman when New England was just trying to 
run out the clock. That landed the Patriots in Denver, where Brady and the rest of the team have 
struggled. 
 
With a dominating pass rush, the Broncos took an eight-point lead into the fourth quarter. There was 
just over 6 minutes left when the Patriots faced a fourth-and-1 at the Denver 16. A field goal put them in 
position to win — if they could get the ball back and score again. 
 
Based on the time left and how many possessions he expected to have left, Belichick went for it. Brady 
completed a pass to Edelman, but he was hit immediately and brought down for a 1-yard loss. "At that 
time, there was no hesitation in doing that," Belichick said Monday. 
 
As it turned out, the Patriots got two more possessions inside the Denver 20. With 2:25 left, Belichick 
went for it on fourth-and-6 from the Denver 14. The pass to Rob Gronkowski was over his head. 
 



The Patriots got the ball back again, and scored. But the 2-point conversion to tie failed, and so did the 
onside kick attempt with 12 seconds left. 
 
THE EXTRA POINT: Belichick didn't shank the first-quarter extra point that wound up costing the Patriots 
in Sunday's game — that was kicker Stephen Gostkowski, who had made an NFL-record 523 in a row to 
that point. 
 
But Belichick was one of the proponents for moving the point-after from the 2-yard line to the 15. The 
league changed the rule this year in the hopes that it would restore some suspense to what Belichick 
had complained was a non-competitive play. 
 
Mission accomplished. 
 
"Whatever the rules are, we'll play by them. We don't make the rules," Belichick said on Monday. 
 
Gostkowski said he felt as if he lost the game for the team. His coach would have none of that. 
 
"Every player and coach who participated in the game, I think we all feel that way," Belichick said. "I feel 
like it's my fault. I'm sure that all the other players that played feel like it's their fault." 

  



John Elway, Broncos reap reward of hiring Gary Kubiak 
By Jarrett Bell 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
As he held court in the corner of a festive postgame locker room Sunday night, drenched in the reality of 
yet another trip to the Super Bowl, John Elway looked and sounded every bit like the proud papa who 
knew better. 
 
The most beloved Denver Broncos quarterback, now 55, still has a youthful, athletic glow about him as 
he carries on with his front office duties and maintains that he’s aged 20 years over the past five weeks. 
Imagine his emotions during the tense ending of an AFC title game that was saved by Denver's defense. 
 
And never mind all of those dramatic finishes Elway orchestrated back in the day. 
 
“It is a lot more nerve-wracking watching in the booth than it is playing,” he said. “When you’re out 
there (playing), you aren’t thinking about nearly as many things.” 
 
As the Broncos' chief football executive, Elway’s job now is to wield the power, make the key decisions 
and set the course for the franchise — then sweat it out on game day to see if he’s pushed the right 
buttons. 
 
Job well done, Elway. 
 
With the Broncos headed to a record-tying eighth Super Bowl – seven of which Elway has participated in 
as player or executive — it’s apparent that No. 7 threw the equivalent of a deep, cross-field, throwback 
touchdown strike when he “parted ways” with coach John Fox last winter and replaced him with his 
former backup and assistant coach, Gary Kubiak. 
 
“The bottom line is I know Gary, and he knows what it takes, and he has done a tremendous job this 
year with the team,” Elway said. “When he came in here, he had won a lot of football games. And to be 
able to come in and get us back to the Super Bowl has been tremendous. There is not a better guy for 
the job.” 
 
A lot of heads turned in NBA circles over the weekend, when the Cleveland Cavaliers — who advanced 
to the NBA Finals last season with an injury-depleted lineup and currently hold the best record in the 
Eastern Conference — fired coach David Blatt and promoted assistant Tyronn Lue. The explanation from 
the Cavs is similar to what Elway expressed a little over a year ago when he dumped (err, mutually 
parted with) Fox, who had guided the team to four consecutive AFC West titles. Elway was embarrassed 
when the Broncos were bounced at home by the Indianapolis Colts in last season's divisional playoffs — 
another big-game defeat under Fox — and didn’t display more fire. 
 
“At least in the last game,” Elway said at the time, “you want to feel like you go out kicking and 
screaming.” 
 
With last year’s setback following the humiliation of a 35-point blowout loss to the Seattle Seahawks in 
Super Bowl XLVIII, not to mention a divisional playoff meltdown at home against the Baltimore Ravens 
to end the 2012 season, Elway, with the clock ticking on Peyton Manning's win-now mission, had seen 
enough. 



 
Now he's seeing the benefits of the big shakeup. As confetti rained Sunday night, when the Lamar Hunt 
Trophy for winning the AFC was presented to team owner Annabel Bowlen, Pat’s wife, Elway beamed as 
he acknowledged Kubiak. 
 
“Gary and his whole staff did a tremendous job, really stepped into a hot seat,” he said, “and they 
proved everybody right.” 
 
Four consecutive division titles might be a smashing success in a lot of NFL outposts — say, Detroit, 
Jacksonville or Cleveland. But that won’t cut it in Denver, not with Elway running the show. The 
measuring stick is Super Bowls. And for Elway, who endured blowout losses the first three times he 
went as a quarterback, it isn’t merely enough to just reach a Super Bowl. 
 
“I think the big thing is we have to win it,” he said of the pending matchup against the Carolina Panthers. 
“It’s going to be a tremendous add to Peyton’s legacy, but also to the Broncos’ legacy. I think it is 
important that we’ve give ourselves an opportunity. So hopefully we’ve saved our best for last.” 
 
Kubiak flamed out as coach of the Houston Texans, landing last season as the Ravens offensive 
coordinator. Interestingly, when the coaching interview cycle began last year, he removed himself from 
making the rounds, indicating that he was content in Baltimore. 
 
That all changed when the Broncos job opened up. 
 
Basking on the stage set up for the trophy presentation Sunday, Kubiak said: “It means the world to me. 
John gave me a chance to come back to my football home.” 
 
For Elway, it might have been something like betting on himself in rolling with Kubiak, given how they 
grew up together in the NFL. Beyond that, though, Kubiak made the deft moves that confirmed 
everything. He handled Manning's injuries, Brock Osweiler's rise and Manning's return with aplomb. 
He’s meshed his offense and its running game with Manning’s strengths and weaknesses. 
 
And as significant as anything, Kubiak got Wade Phillips to return to Denver, too, as coordinator of what 
became the NFL’s best defense — a point hammered home with the beatdown of Tom Brady on Sunday. 
 
Tight end Owen Daniels, who followed Kubiak from Houston to Baltimore, came to Denver, too, this 
season. And look who scored the Broncos' two touchdowns in the AFC Championship Game? 
 
The Broncos are clearly a much different team than the record-setting one that appeared in the Super 
Bowl two years ago, with only six of the starters on Sunday having the same roles in the debacle against 
Seattle. 
 
That’s Elway’s refusing to sit still. Now it’s back to the Super Bowl, with Kubiak as a wing man. 
 
Just like old times. 
 

  



Patriot games? Broncos TE Owen Daniels thought he 
saw shenanigans afoot 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
As the final seconds ticked off the clock before halftime of Sunday’s AFC Championship Game, CBS’ 
cameras caught a shot of Denver Broncos tight end Owen Daniels looking bewildered on the sideline. 
 
Daniels, who had caught two touchdowns in the first half to help Denver build a 17-9 lead, was pointing 
at something with his right hand, and looking around with his mouth wide open as both teams began 
jogging to their respective locker rooms. 
 
It was an odd moment, sure, but one that deserved an explanation. 
 
But the explanation Daniels provided on Monday was even better than we could have imagined. 
 
Daniels said that as he watched Patriots quarterback Tom Brady take a knee and saw his defensive 
teammates start to head off the field, he thought back to a trick play his old team, the Baltimore Ravens, 
had drawn up for a similar situation before a playoff game against the Pittsburgh Steelers last year. 
 
In that case, Daniels said, if the Ravens had the ball with a few seconds left before halftime, they would 
try to fake taking a knee and hope to catch the Steelers jogging toward the tunnel that is behind their 
bench. That situation never transpired, but Daniels couldn’t help but think that maybe Brady and Co. 
would have some trick of their own ready. 
 
“I wouldn’t put it past them because we tried to do that same thing. That was what I was looking at. I 
know that’s kind of out there, but hey, crazier stuff has happened,” Daniels said. 
 
He said that Broncos head coach Gary Kubiak, who was the Ravens offensive coordinator last year, was 
making a similar pointing motion, though that wasn’t captured on camera. 
 
“I was just making sure I was ready to make a tackle. I was making sure they weren’t doing that, because 
you never know,” Daniels said. 

  



Cam Newton presents Broncos defense with unseen 
challenge 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos defense isn’t totally done reveling in its AFC Championship Game performance 
against the New England Patriots, in which the Broncos hit Tom Brady 20 times and intercepted him 
twice in a 20-18 win. But a quick glimpse at film of the Carolina Panthers has served as sobering 
reminder of bigger challenges ahead. 
 
The Broncos might have been successful this year against traditional pocket passers like Brady and Philip 
Rivers, each of whom Denver beat twice, but they acknowledged Monday they haven’t seen anyone like 
Cam Newton. 
 
“He’s probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now,” said Broncos cornerback Aqib 
Talib. 
 
Talib said it’s not fair to compare Newton to anyone – and especially not anyone on the Broncos’ 
schedule. Perhaps the closest would be the Indianapolis Colts’ Andrew Luck for a size and speed 
comparison. But Newton is a far more dangerous runner than Luck is, and the Panthers’ offensive 
scheme frequently includes designed runs for him, especially in short-yardage situations and in the red 
zone. 
 
“Super unique,” Talib said of Newton. “You look like the typical NFL quarterback. You can sit in the 
pocket and throw it, and then you can run, run wide out. You probably could play any position in the NFL 
that you wanted to. He’s definitely a unique player.” 
 
But don’t mistake Talib’s praise for Newton as a sign that the Broncos’ defensive confidence in 
crumbling. 
 
If anything, the AFC Championship Game has only buoyed the spirits of what was already the NFL’s most 
bombastic defense. Members of the group spent last week lobbing verbal shots at Brady and Co. – from 
calling the quarterback a whiner to accusing tight end Rob Gronkowski of pushing off – but they 
followed through with their play. 
 
In addition to the beating they put on Brady - a feat made even more impressive in that much of the 
pressure came from classic four-man rushes rather than exotic blitzes - the Broncos killed two Patriots 
drives with fourth-down stops in the red zone in the fourth quarter. 
 
It was exactly the type of defensive game general manager John Elway must have envisioned when he 
signed Talib, outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware and safety T.J. Ward in 2014. In a game in which the 
Broncos needed their biggest stars to come through, that trio answered. Other standouts included 
former first-round pick Von Milller, who had 2.5 sacks and an interception, and defensive end Derek 
Wolfe, a recent recipient of a contract extension, who led the team with six tackles, along with four 
quarterback hits. 
 



“Let’s bring the 'Orange Crush' back,” Ware said, referencing Denver’s famous 1970s defenses. “That’s 
what I felt like we played like last night. We played over and beyond our standards. That’s how we play 
every single game.” 
 
And when there at last was a breakdown against the Patriots, on a long fourth-down catch by 
Gronkowski and a touchdown strike to the tight end in the game’s final minute, the Broncos quickly 
regrouped to make their most critical stop of the game on the two-point conversion attempt. Talib 
deflected Brady’s pass that was intended for Julian Edelman, and cornerback Bradley Roby caught it, all 
but sealing the Broncos’ spot in Super Bowl 50. 
 
“They're good, but when they play us, they're not as good, you know what I'm saying?” Roby told USA 
TODAY Sports. 
 
And now they’ll take that swagger into the Super Bowl, against a Panthers team that has scored more 
than 30 points in eight of their last nine games. Some of those points have come via the Carolina 
defense, but the offense has been powerful enough that the Broncos understand that they’ll be 
considered underdogs. 
 
Indeed, Carolina is listed as a 4- or 5-point favorite in many early betting lines. 
 
“We believe in us, and that’s all that matters,” running back C.J. Anderson said. 
 
And Anderson and his offensive teammates unequivocally believe in the defense, no matter which MVP-
caliber quarterback it is facing. 
 
“They are the No. 1 defense on the planet, and everyone says defense wins championships,” Anderson 
said. “They’ve embraced it all season.” 
 
Though the divisional playoff win against the Pittsburgh Steelers, in which the Broncos allowed just 16 
points and forced a critical turnover in the fourth quarter, and Sunday’s win against the Patriots may 
have elevated the Broncos defense’s profile, Anderson’s assessment is true. Late stops and critical 
turnovers have defined the Broncos' season. 
 
“It's something that we're used to. It's not out of the ordinary to be in a tough situation like that, with 
the game on the line like that on fourth down," cornerback Chris Harris said. "We thrive in those 
situations. That's when we make our plays." 

  



Broncos hope safeties T.J. Ward, Darian Stewart will 
play in Super Bowl 50 
By Lindsay Jones 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos secondary will need the full two weeks to get healthy for Super Bowl 50 after losing 
both starting safeties to injuries in the AFC Championship Game against the New England Patriots. 
 
Broncos head coach Gary Kubiak said Monday that he believed both T.J. Ward and Darian Stewart were 
“doing pretty good” on Monday and seemed optimistic about their chances to play in the Super Bowl 
against the Carolina Panthers. 
 
Ward reinjured his left ankle Sunday in the fourth quarter. He initially hurt the ankle in a Nov. 29 game 
against New England and missed the Broncos’ next three games. 
 
Stewart suffered a knee injury late in the third quarter. The injury is not believed to be serious, though it 
will likely limit his practice time leading up to the Super Bowl. Stewart missed one and a half games in 
December with a hamstring injury. 
 
“We'll have to take it a day at a time, but I think they both have a chance of being there for us in two 
weeks. We'll go a day at a time and see how things work out,” Kubiak said. 
 
Broncos players will participate in meetings on Monday but will be off on Tuesday and Wednesday. In 
addition to Ward and Stewart, cornerback Chris Harris Jr. is unlikely to participate when practices 
resume on Thursday. The team will hold three sessions before departing for San Francisco on Sunday. 
 
Harris has played most of the last three games through a severely bruised shoulder. Still, he managed to 
play the majority of the Broncos’ defensive snaps in Sunday’s 20-18 win against New England, including 
plenty of snaps in the slot against receivers Julian Edelman and Danny Amendola. In the fourth quarter, 
after Ward joined Stewart on the sideline, Harris was called into emergency duty to play safety in the 
Broncos’ dime package. 
 
Harris had not played safety at all this season. 
 
“It was hard, definitely, because you have to think a lot more when you're not playing your position," 
Harris said after the game. "We found a way to get through the game." 
 
Harris said the pain in his shoulder made it difficult for him to press receivers at the line of scrimmage 
and to tackle, yet he finished the game with four solo tackles and one pass breakup. His biggest play of 
the game came when he tackled Edelman short of the sticks on a fourth-and-one in the fourth quarter. 
 
“I just want to make sure I get 100% healthy so I can play my full game the way I want to play,” Harris 
said. 

  



How Von Miller and DeMarcus Ware bullied Tom Brady 
and sent the Broncos to the Super Bowl 
By Nate Scott, For The Win 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos beat the New England Patriots in a thrilling 20-18 game on Sunday to win the AFC 
Championship, and while a lot will be made about quarterback Peyton Manning returning to yet another 
Super Bowl, he wasn’t the most important player in that game. 
 
No. It was defensive superstars Von Miller and DeMarcus Ware who won the game for the Broncos, 
putting on a pass rush unlike anything I’ve ever seen. 
 
The Broncos knocked Tom Brady to the ground 20 times on Sunday. 
 
@MarcSesslerNFL 
Tom Brady took more hits in this game (20) than any QB in any game all year -- regular season or 
playoffs. 
4:35 PM - 24 Jan 2016 
 
That’s more than anyone got hit to the ground this year. As Bill Barnwell pointed out at ESPN, Brady was 
hit 18 times in the entire 2014 postseason. He was hit 20 games in one game on Sunday. 
 
The scariest part about the whole thing? The Broncos didn’t blitz that much. They had one of the most 
blitz-happy defenses in the entire league up to this point, sending multiple rushers on over 41% of snaps 
this season. 
 
The Broncos blitzed on just 16.4% of Brady’s dropbacks on Sunday. They knocked him down more than 
any quarterback has been knocked down this season and they did it with 3-man and 4-man rushes. 
Standard rushes. And then knocked him down 20 times. 
 
Why were they able to do that? Because Miller and Ware played out of their minds. They were rushing 
the edge so fast and so effectively that the Patriots’ offensive linemen looked bewildered, like they were 
confusedly running through sand. 
 
Look at how quick Miller gets into the backfield here: 
 
That’s impossible to stop. Miller was doing that all game, and that’s not even counting his interception 
against Brady when he dropped back into coverage. 
 
And while Miller was all but unstoppable for three quarters, it was 33-year-old Ware who put the game 
away. The fourth quarter was all his, as he repeatedly beat Sebastian Vollmer on the edge, forcing Brady 
into a collapsing pocket. 
 
Ware and Miller seemed to have totally figured out the Patriots’ snap count, and were getting off the 
line so fast it didn’t give the Patriots’ linemen a chance. 
 



A lot of people have wondered all year: How do you beat the Patriots when they have Edelman, 
Amendola and Gronkowski? The Broncos answered: Get to Brady without blitzing. When you can do 
that, the game becomes simple. 

  



Panthers defense turns focus to Peyton Manning after 
another dominant performance 
By Tom Pelissero 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
Carolina Panthers safety Kurt Coleman hadn’t even finished undressing when he heard the question 
after Sunday’s NFC Championship Game. 
 
But Coleman has prepared for Denver Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning enough times in recent 
years to know what goes into trying to stop an offense steered by the NFL legend he'll face in Super 
Bowl 50. 
 
“Peyton’s going to try and run the ball, play-action, get you over,” Coleman told USA TODAY Sports. 
“From what I’ve seen, that’s what he’s able to do, and that’s why he’s so effective, because his runs look 
just like his passes, and you just never know. If you try to play the pass, he’s going to hit you with the 
run. 
 
“He’s very effective with a lot of his looks, and he’s studying. He’s a great studier. But the one thing I 
know has been effective is when you can get pressure in his face and you get him to move off his spot, 
make him scramble, good things happen.” 
 
The Panthers defense has excelled in that area the past two weeks, pressuring Seattle Seahawks 
quarterback Russell Wilson into two early interceptions in the divisional round and reducing the Arizona 
Cardinals' Carson Palmer to a six-turnover puddle in Sunday’s 49-15 flogging. 
 
Now, the season comes down to a matchup with a Broncos team that leans heavily on the defense and 
run game at a time Manning — a turnover machine before sitting out six games (seven starts) late in the 
season to let a foot injury heal — leans more than ever on his brain to make up for physical skills that 
have diminished at age 39. 
 
“They run the football, which if you try to limit that, at least you get them into one-dimensional 
football,” said veteran cornerback Cortland Finnegan, another player on the short list of Panthers with 
much playing experience against Manning. “But still, that’s The Sheriff. He knows coverages. He knows 
where to beat you. He can make checks at the line. It’s going to be interesting, man.” 
 
Manning completed just 17 of 32 passes for 176 yards and two touchdowns in the Broncos’ 20-18 AFC 
title triumph over the New England Patriots. Denver barely sustained a drive after marching 83 yards in 
11 plays for a touchdown on its opening series. 
 
That’s better than the Cardinals did against the Panthers, whose game plan was to jam Arizona’s 
receivers at the line, throw off the timing, let nothing over their heads and force Palmer to check it 
down. Carolina primarily rushed four, which was enough to cause trouble. 
 
“We never let them get comfortable in the pocket,” said Coleman, who caught two of Palmer’s four 
interceptions, one of them at the Carolina 1-yard line. 
 



Palmer also lost two fumbles on sacks. The Cardinals’ longest play went for 23 yards, and that was a run 
by rookie David Johnson. Palmer’s 21-yard touchdown pass to Daniel Fells came in what amounted to 
garbage time, with the Panthers up 27 early in the fourth quarter. 
 
This, against a Cardinals team that led the NFL during the regular season in total yards and net yards per 
pass play against a Panthers secondary missing two of its top three cornerbacks. 
 
“Who gives a (expletive)?” said Finnegan, who came out of retirement to join the team Nov. 30. “It’s like 
you get doubted, and you’re the underdog. They’re men. They put on pants the same way we do. You 
take that personal.” 
 
Even the never-bashful Finnegan called it “an honor and a privilege” to have a Super Bowl showdown 
with Manning, “because he’s a future Hall of Famer, he’s one of the greatest to ever play that position. 
So, we’ve got our work cut out for us.” 
 
As Coleman — he prepared for Manning once when he was with the Philadelphia Eagles in 2013, and 
twice while with the Kansas City Chiefs in 2014 — pointed out, the Panthers defense has had the benefit 
of playing with early leads, including 17-0 in the first quarter Sunday. 
 
The Broncos aren’t a team built to come from behind, and they’ve played their game the past two 
weeks. They never trailed Sunday and their largest deficit in a 23-16 win the previous week over the 
Pittsburgh Steelers was four points. 
 
“You just tip the scale into your favor when you get a quick score early in the game where they start 
pressing themselves and (trying to) figure out, ‘How do we score quick?’” Coleman said. “That’s what’s 
been effective for us, this whole year to be honest.” 

  



Panthers-Broncos Super Bowl might set record for ticket 
price on secondary market 
By A.J. Perez 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
The 50th Super Bowl could also be the most expensive for ticket buyers. 
 
The average price for a Super Bowl ticket on the secondary market was $5,335 in the minutes after the 
Carolina Panthers easily secured the NFC title with a victory over the Arizona Cardinals on Sunday night, 
according to ticket-tracking site SeatGeek. The Panthers face the Denver Broncos, who dispatched the 
New England Patriots to claim the AFC title, at Levi Stadium in Santa Clara, Calif., on Feb. 7. 
 
The price for an average seat dipped to about $5,100 by Monday morning, but that’s still well ahead of 
the resale price of each Super Bowl SeatGeek has tracked since 2010. 
 
“The biggest driver of ticket prices this year is less about which teams are playing, but where the game 
is,” SeatGeek spokesperson Chris Leyden told USA TODAY Sports. “The Bay Area has one of the highest 
median incomes in the nation. There’s a lot of wealth out there.” 
 
Last year’s Super Bowl between the Patriots and Seattle Seahawks saw an average resale price of 
$4,271. The other Super Bowls that SeatGeek has tracked were Super Bowl XLV (Packers vs. Steelers  in 
2011) $3,561, XLVI (Patriots vs. Giants in 2012) $2,991, XLVII (49ers vs. Ravens in 2013) $2,479 and XLVIII 
(Broncos vs. Seahawks 2014) $2,537. 
 
Heading into the conference champions games this weekend, 28 percent of those looking for Super 
Bowl seats on SeatGeek resided in California. The state with the second-most traffic: North Carolina (10 
percent). 
 
“I think many fans there think this is the team’s first real shot a Super Bowl,” Leyden said. “The response 
from North Carolina has been surprising when you take into account that it’s one smaller media markets 
on the East Coast.” 
 
Leyden said ticket prices for the Super Bowl tend to dip during the two week break between the 
conference title games and the big game, last year being the exception as Super Bowl XLIX saw a 57 
percent price jump. 

  



Broncos' win nets highest AFC Championship Game 
rating in 29 years 
By A.J. Perez 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
Sunday’s CBS broadcast of the AFC Championship Game between the New England Patriots and Denver 
Broncos was the highest rated television program since last year’s Super Bowl. 
 
A combination of snowbound East Coast residents and a close game featuring two of the NFL’s most 
accomplished quarterbacks (Tom Brady and Peyton Manning) helped draw an average overnight 
household rating of 31.8 and a 58 share, meaning 58% of television viewers caught at least some portion 
of the Broncos' 20-18 win. 
 
It was the best rating for a title game in the early times slot since 1987’s AFC’s title game between the 
Broncos and Cleveland Browns, a tilt known for “The Drive” as John Elway forced overtime in the closing 
seconds. It was also the first time an early AFC game beat a late NFC contest in a dozen years. 
 
The latter game was anything but compelling as the Carolina Panthers eased to a 49-15 victory over the 
Arizona Cardinals. Still, the ratings were up between 11 percent over last year’s AFC title game 
(Indianapolis vs. New England) in a comparable window, according to Fox Sports spokesman Dan Bell. 
 
The broadcast also set record playoff ratings in Phoenix (43.9 rating with a 65 share) and Charlotte 
(54.2/71). 

  



Von Miller listed as "Tom Brady's Daddy" on Wikipedia 
By David Mullin, For The Win 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
Immediately following the Denver Broncos 20-18 win over the New England Patriots in the AFC 
Championship game, someone changed Von Miller’s Wikipedia entry. 
 

 
 
Chronicled in the Wikipedia history of Miller’s article are several alterations to his listed football 
position, such as “Inside [Tom Brady] Linebacker.” Wikipedia treated this as persistent vandalism and 
restricted editing access. 
 
Miller had 2.5 sacks and made a crucial interception of New England Patriots quarterback Tom Brady in 
the first half. The pick by Miller was deep in Patriots territory. This led to a touchdown pass by Broncos 
quarterback Peyton Manning to tight end Owen Daniels. 
 
Miller’s virtuoso performance electrified the announced crowd of 77,112, the second largest in Broncos 
history. 
 
The Denver Broncos are headed to the Super Bowl to play the Carolina Panthers in Levi’s Stadium in 
Santa Clara, California on February 7, at 4:30 PM. The game will be televised on CBS. The network will 
also stream the game on the internet. 

  



Listen to rookie Cam Newton marvel at playing against 
Peyton Manning 
By Laken Litman, For The Win 
USA Today 
January 25, 2016 
 
Cam Newton and Peyton Manning will face off in what could be the most epic Super Bowl of all time. 
But just five years ago, before Newton was drafted first overall by the Carolina Panthers, he sat down 
with Jon Gruden during his annual QB Camp and talked about what it might be like to play against 
Manning, aka “The Sheriff.” 
 
“What’s it gonna be like when you gotta face The Sheriff?” Gruden said. 
 
“I can’t even fathom what my thought process is gonna be like,” Newton said. 
 
“You know what Peyton Manning is doing right now?” Gruden said. “Studying film. He’s just sitting 
there, he’s just watching, he’s just waiting for a shot at you.” 
 
Perhaps ever since this meeting with Gruden, Newton, 26, has considered Manning, 39, to be “The 
Sheriff.” After Carolina beat the Arizona Cardinals to win the AFC Championship on Sunday night, 
Newton referenced the nickname when he found out that’s who he would be playing against in the 
Super Bowl. 
 
This isn’t the first time Newton has squared off against Manning. The Broncos beat the Panthers in 2012. 

  



Super Bowl week the next test for Denver Broncos 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
January 25, 2016 
 
There are boats in the Bay. Big, beautiful boats. Some with sails, some with outboards, some with oars. 
First suggestion, Broncos: Treat the boats in the Bay like a stranger with candy. Holler for help and run. 
 
And the crowd noise. Don't forget the crowd noise. Super Bowl 50 will be played at a neutral site in 
Santa Clara, Calif., so it figures crowd noise won't be a factor. It can be. So blast music in practice until 
the players swear they'll never listen to Metallica and Katy Perry and Peyton Manning's country music 
lineup again. 
 
"We're going to stay committed to our routine that we've used throughout the course of the year," 
coach Gary Kubiak said Monday. 
 
That's a good thing. No, that's a relief. Now that the confetti is swept away and Tom Brady no longer is 
threatening to break hearts in Denver's 20-18 win in the AFC Championship Game on Sunday, I feel 
comfortable speaking for Broncos Country when it comes to the Broncos playing the Panthers on Feb. 7. 
 
Don't let Super Bowl XLVIII happen again. However you prepared two years ago in New Jersey, do the 
opposite. 
 
"I am excited," DeMarcus Ware said Monday. "But the thing is you have one more game left." 
 
And that one game is against a Panthers squad with enough swag to blanket the Eastern Seaboard. 
There's more than a smidge of Seahawk to their mojo. 
 
Two years later, "43-8" lingers like an itchy rash no ointment can cure. We can dive into the X's and O's 
and Cam Newton ("He's probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now," Aqib Talib said 
Monday) and what it will take to place a third Lombardi trophy in the trophy case at Dove Valley. 
 
That stuff can wait. For now the Broncos are concerned with getting to that 4:30 p.m. kickoff with few 
deviations from their normal agenda. The Broncos didn't lose to the Seahawks because they practiced 
without crowd noise, but all the little things tend to add up when you're playing another Super Bowl 
team. 
 
(Oh, that reminds me: No hotel changes on the eve of the game. It won't end well.) 
 
"I know the years that I've had the opportunity to go (to a Super Bowl), you want to get all those things 
taken care of so you can focus on football," Kubiak said. "Our organization is on top of it, doing a great 
job already." 
 
From community philanthropy to fielding a championship contender most seasons, the Broncos 
organization does almost everything well. 
 
Their preparation for Super Bowl XLVIII in New Jersey wasn't one of them. 
 



It was apparent from the first snap, which soared over Peyton Manning's head, the Broncos were 
prepared about as well as a fisherman who forgot his fly rod. Several players got queasy from 
conducting interviews on a boat in the Hudson River (the NFL's call, not the Broncos'), and the surprising 
(to the Broncos) crowd noise had them flustered long before Bruno Mars took the halftime stage. That 
can't happen before Coldplay entertains Levi's Stadium. Panthers pounce. 
 
Carolina brings a dynamic, dual-threat quarterback and the more complete team to Super Bowl 50. The 
Broncos bring a superior defense and the best player on the field, Von Miller. Carolina opened as a 5-
point favorite. 
 
"Are we the underdog?" Talib said with a smile. 
 
Toss in Manning, a bunch of guys unafraid to speak their mind, and the planets are aligned for an instant 
classic destined to be remembered for a long time. 
 
But this one can't be like that one. 
 
In the same way John Elway said he modeled this Broncos outfit after their championship teams in 1998 
and 1999, the Broncos will draw on Mike Shanahan's blueprint for the upcoming Super Bowl week. 
Kubiak was the offensive coordinator then, and this is his fourth appearance in a Super Bowl. 
 
The strengths of Kubiak have been his transparency and consistency. "Our players will never be in the 
dark," Kubiak said during a quarterback switch that could have divided the locker room. The players 
appreciated knowing what's up. 
 
With the aid of 20-20 hindsight, here's how I distinguish that Super Bowl team and this Super Bowl 
team: Those Broncos were so reliant on Manning, they leaned on the great house painter to cover up 
their cracks. These Broncos need everyone. 
 
Those Broncos were governed by The Sheriff. These Broncos are self-policing. 
 
The championship Broncos also praised their opponents - the Packers in '98, the Falcons in '99 - to no 
end. Kubiak began Monday by lauding the Panthers. 
 
"I turned on the film this morning briefly and watched their last couple of games," Kubiak said of the 
Panthers (17-1). "They've been dominant in all phases." 
 
As one member of their championship teams said, it felt normal when the Broncos arrived in San Diego 
and Miami. About the only downer for those teams was how the "after party" ran out of cocktails and 
snacks. 
 
By then the Lombardi trophy was preparing for its flight home to Colorado. 
 
"I will say we'll go right to work. We're not going to wait on anything," Kubiak said. 
 
A team can't win the big game during the wild, over-the-top party that is Super Bowl week. But it can 
lose one. 
 
Know what's more fun than boats? Parade floats. 
  



Every Bronco gave all during improbable run to Super 
Bowl 
By Paul Klee 
Colorado Springs Gazette 
January 25, 2016 
 
This is what you will read the most: Peyton Manning will be the oldest quarterback to start in a Super 
Bowl. Be forewarned, the age thing is still a thing. 
 
If only football America would identify with how Manning celebrated on a glorious, sun-soaked Sunday, 
it could see what these Broncos, and this 39-year-old quarterback, are really about. His party was 
muted, in the background. As the Denver Broncos accepted the Lamar Hunt trophy as champions of the 
AFC, Manning crouched on the edge of an aluminum platform layered in glitter, confetti and giddy 
elation. He watched, soaked it in, almost as a bystander. 
 
In that telling moment, Manning looked like he sought the spotlight about as much as Tom Brady sought 
another encounter with Von Miller. Here, let his Dad tell it, because Dad always tells it better: "It's been 
a long year. He's hung in there with a lot of young guys, a young team, and he gets to join them in the 
Super Bowl. I think that's what it's about to him," Archie Manning said in a quiet hallway underneath 
Sports Authority Field. 
 
The Broncos are going to Super Bowl 50 to play the Carolina Panthers at Levi's Stadium on Feb. 7. Truth 
is, theirs should be Super Bowl 53, for it took every last one of them to beat the Patriots 20-18 in front 
of 77,112 believers at Mile High. 
 
See, we make this all about Manning. But maybe that's all wrong. Maybe his signature moments, the 
ones he should be remembered for, unfolded off camera: How he worked to come back from multiple 
neck surgeries and help the Broncos to two Super Bowls, and how he worked to return from a foot 
injury that cut his 18th season in half. There were no cameras in the operating room, or in the training 
facility where he threw pass after pass after pass with practice squad wide receiver Jordan Taylor and a 
handful of team managers. 
 
"Throughout his entire injury process, every day he was coming in there to work hard," said Taylor, who 
caught more passes from Manning than any other player, despite never playing in a game. "He was even 
trying to get me better. There were some days he was correcting my route-running." 
 
Now the Broncos are California Dreamin'. They are in the Super Bowl for the eighth time, seven of which 
included John Elway in a leading capacity. They were the best team in the AFC, a No. 1 seed that beat 
the No. 2 seed (twice), No. 3 seed, No. 4 seed (Houston, in the preseason), No. 5 seed and No. 6 seed. 
Their relentless defense seemed to crash down in waves against a pair of future Hall of Fame 
quarterbacks, Brady and Ben Roethlisberger. They've won 11 games by a touchdown or less, the most in 
NFL history, in a manner only an adrenaline junkie could love. 
 
How's your heart doing, by the way? 
 
"God is so good," Von Miller said, once he stopped dancing. "He gives you a second chance in life." 
 



Gary Kubiak wasn't lying. It took all of them. It took Taylor, an undrafted rookie whom Manning 
nicknamed "Sunshine." It took Shiloh Keo, who contacted the Broncos via Twitter to let them know he 
was available to play safety, then recovered the clinching onside kick. I looked over, and a man in 
Section 316 was hunting for someone, anyone to hug. It took offensive tackle Ryan Harris, who was 
unemployed and riding ATVs when the Broncos called him in June to help replace Ryan Clady. 
 
"The Super Bowl? How am I even here?" Harris said. "I mean, are you serious?" 
 
It took DeMarcus Ware. Asked to deliver the pregame speech Saturday night, Ware preached a doozy 
his teammates were still talking about the next day. First, Ware placed the 1998 Lombardi Trophy in the 
front of the room. Next, he said this: "The Patriots are coming into our house and trying to take what we 
built." 
 
It even took Bill Belichick. Give ol' Hoodie a game ball. His odd decision to defer in overtime at the Jets 
prevented Denver from tripping to snowy, sinister Foxboro. 
 
Goodness gracious did it take Vonnie Football. Miller gave the Patriots altitude sickness. He harassed 
Brady for 2.5 sacks, four quarterback hurries and an interception. ("I can do it all!" he quipped.) At one 
point, Miller wiped out Brady then wiped his eyes as if feigning a crybaby. His Wikipedia page in the 
third quarter was changed to "Tom Brady's Daddy." 
 
"We have a motto on this team that iron sharpens iron and another man sharpens another man," Ware 
said. 
 
It took all of the men. Manning is simply front and center because he's always been. 
 
"To me, this victory is a great example of what this entire season has been like," said Manning, off to his 
fourth Super Bowl, first as supporting actor. "It hasn't been easy." 
 
Manning was 17 of 32 for 176 yards. He threw two touchdown passes, double his total at Mile High 
before Sunday. After he improved to 3-1 against Belichick-Brady in AFC title games, Manning said, "It's 
not really time to reflect." 
 
The scene suggested differently: His adorable son Marshall holding Dad's hand at the podium, the way 
he stopped to chat up Steve Atwater and Rod Smith, the moment on stage where the quarterback 
seemed to shy away from the party. 
 
"It's special," he said. 
 
The Broncos already played the Panthers once in the Manning era, and what I remember most about 
that game also unfolded off camera. Seven Marines stood outside the locker room in hopes of catching 
a glimpse of No. 18. They caught more than a glimpse; they caught a 20-minute conversation, long 
enough that a staff member told Manning the bus was ready. Bus can wait, he said. 
 
As it turns out, time can wait, too. 
 

  



Super Bowl 2016: Broncos dumping orange and going 
with white jerseys 
By John Breech 
CBSSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos aren't taking any chances on Super Bowl Sunday. As the home team in Super Bowl 
50, the Broncos get to decide which color they're going to wear and they've decided not to wear orange. 
 
John Elway told the Associated Press on Monday that the Broncos will be wearing white when they take 
the field at Levi's Stadium on Feb. 7. 
 
"We've had Super Bowl success in our white uniforms," Elway said. 
 
The Broncos have played in a total of seven Super Bowls and in two of those, they wore white. In Super 
Bowl XXXIII, the Broncos beat the Falcons while wearing white. However, they're not undefeated in the 
white uniforms: In Super Bowl XXI the Broncos lost to the Giants wearing white. 
 
That being said, white is a way better choice than orange because the Broncos have been flat-out 
horrible wearing that color. 
 
The Broncos are 0-4 while wearing orange, and all of the losses have been blowouts. Denver lost to the 
Cowboys in Super Bowl XII (27-10), the Redskins in Super Bowl XXII (42-10), the 49ers in Super Bowl XXIV 
(55-10) and the Seahawks in Super Bowl XLVIII (43-8) while wearing orange. 
 
The Broncos also wore blue in one game, beating the Packers in Super Bowl XXXII. 
 
As for Carolina, the Panthers will now be able to wear teal or black. Carolina went 3-0 wearing teal 
during the regular season and 6-0 wearing black. 

  



Super Bowl 50: Broncos happy with the extra prep time 
for Cam Newton 
By Jared Dubin 
CBSSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Back in Week 10, Broncos quarterback Peyton Manning was benched and unable to play due to a foot 
injury. He's of course been inserted back into the lineup, but since then, the Denver defense has squared 
off with teams quarterbacked by Jay Cutler, Tom Brady (twice), Philip Rivers (twice), Derek Carr, Ben 
Roethlisberger (twice), and Andy Dalton. 
 
Combined (and counting Brady, Rivers, and Ben twice each), those players ran for 696 yards during the 
2015 season. When the Broncos take the field against Cam Newton and the Carolina Panthers in two 
weeks, they'll be facing a quarterback that ran for nearly that many yards by himself. Cam ran for 636 
yards this year, most among QBs. 
 
The only other QB they faced this season that approximated Newton's ability to take off and run with 
the football is Alex Smith of the Chiefs, but he doesn't have nearly the physicality or arm strength Cam 
does. So when Broncos head coach Gary Kubiak said on Monday that his team hasn't faced a dual-threat 
guy like Cam with their schedule, he wasn't lying. "It will very much be a different type of look," Kubiak 
said. "We could definitely use the extra time defensively." 
 
The Broncos are one of the NFL's best pressure defenses, but figuring out the right balance of pressure 
and patience is a tall task against Newton, who is big and strong and fast and can buy time in a variety of 
ways while also maintaining the ability to completely break away from the rush if it doesn't hit home 
right away. One of Denver's top DBs, Aqib Talib, called him the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL. 
 
@Broncos 
Talib: “[@Panthers are] playing great football right now. … [QB Cam Newton] probably the most 
dangerous quarterback in the @nfl right now.” 
1:16 PM - 25 Jan 2016 
 
Coming from a man that just had to deal with Roethlisberger and Brady in back-to-back weeks, that is 
some very, very high praise. 

  



Here's why Peyton Manning is a better playoff QB 
(barely) than Tom Brady 
By Sean Wagner-McGough 
CBSSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
By topping the Patriots on Sunday, the Broncos are giving Peyton Manning a chance to rewrite his 
narrative. 
 
To this point, Manning's been branded as an all-time great quarterback in the regular season and a 
disappointing choke come playoff time. Meanwhile, the quarterback on the losing end Sunday, Tom 
Brady, is often regarded as the best playoff and clutch quarterback in the history of the league. If 
Manning caps his career with his second Super Bowl, the naysayers are bound to disappear faster than 
Brady's pass protection. 
 
But maybe that narrative, regardless of what happens in two weeks, is unfair to Manning. Because, even 
before Super Bowl 50, at least one stat says Manning is a better playoff quarterback than Brady. After 
Sunday's game, Manning now boasts a higher career passer rating in the playoffs than Brady -- just 
barely. 
 
Manning's postseason passer rating: 88.1 
 
Brady's postseason passer rating: 88.0 
 
Take that, narrative. 
 
Is the stat a perfect way to measure quarterbacks? Nope. Has Manning been flawless in the postseason? 
Nope. Is Manning a better quarterback than Brady? That's a debate that probably shouldn't be 
determined by a couple stats alone -- not just passer ratings and not just Super Bowl rings, which the 
Brady supporters will undoubtedly point to. And yes, let's take time to acknowledge that Brady holds 
the NFL record for playoff touchdowns (56) and passing yards (7,957). 
 
But Manning hasn't been as bad as he's made out to be. And really, it shouldn't take another Super Bowl 
ring for him to shake an unfair narrative. 

  



Irony of Patriots losing on a PAT? Bill Belichick proposed 
the rule change 
By John Breech 
CBSSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
If Bill Belichick owned a time machine, he'd probably use it to go back in time to March 2014 so he could 
talk himself out of proposing a rule change that ended up playing a big part in the Patriots' AFC title 
game loss to Denver on Sunday. 
 
One of the biggest plays in New England's 20-18 loss came in the first quarter when Patriots kicker 
Stephen Gostkowski missed an extra point that would've tied the game at 7. 
 
Gostkowski's miss probably would've been good from 20-yards away and the irony of that is that 
Gostkowski would've been kicking from 20 yards away if his coach hadn't proposed a rule change in 
March 2014 that led the NFL to moving the extra point back to 33 yards (snapped from the 15, instead 
of the 2). 
 
Back in March 2014, Belichick surprised everyone at the league meetings by proposing a huge rule 
change: He wanted the NFL to move the extra point back to the 25-yard line, which would call for a 43-
yard kick. 
 
At the time, Belichick said he wanted to add some spice to something he viewed as a "non-play." 
 
"I don't think that's a competitive play," Belichick said in 2014. "There hasn't been a field goal under 20 
yards that's been missed in 10 years. When the extra point was part of the game originally, we had 
players in other positions who were kicking, surfaces were a lot less ideal than what they are now. It was 
a tougher play. Now, we've made it a non-play, and I don't think non-plays are good for the game." 
 
The NFL wasn't quite ready to make a drastic rule change in 2014, but the league was interested in 
Belichick's proposal. In 2014, the extra point was moved back to the 15-yard line (33-yard kick) for the 
first two weeks of the preseason. However, for the 2014 regular season, the rule didn't change, the ball 
was still snapped from the 2-yard line for extra points. 
 
The big rule change finally came in 2015, which means this year was the first season ever with the more 
challenging extra point. 
 
Thanks to the new rule, Gostkowski had to kick from 33-yards away, and he missed by about a foot. 
 
There's a good chance that kick goes in from 20 yards away, and if the kick goes in, maybe the Patriots 
don't have to try a two-pointer with 12 seconds left to tie the game. 
 
Belichick gave an interesting answer on Monday when he was asked about the effects that the new 
extra point rule had on the NFL this season. 
 
"Whatever the rules are, we play by them," Belichick said. "We don't make the rules. Those are decided 
by the league." 
Belichick must've forgotten that this was one rule he actually did make. 



5 keys that could decide Super Bowl 50 
By Mike Garafolo 
FOXSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Take it back a few years, anytime from about early December 2013 through late November the following 
year, and imagine how ludicrous it would have sounded if someone had said Gary Kubiak would be 
coaching against Ron Rivera in Super Bowl 50. 
 
The Texans fired Kubiak on Dec. 6, 2013 after they lost to the Jaguars. A little less than a year later, 
Rivera's Panthers fell to 3-8-1 after a 31-13 loss to the Vikings. At that point, it would've been tough to 
imagine either Kubiak or Rivera even being a head coach in 2015, let alone manning the opposing 
sidelines at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara for the golden anniversary installment of the NFL's biggest 
game. 
 
Yet that will be the case on Feb. 7, and for all of the terrific storylines heading into this game, the one 
involving the head coaches are right up there. Two highly respected and beloved men who were both 
part of Super Bowl teams as players and assistant coaches will now try to win it all as head coaches. 
 
"I've been a part of this organization for a long time in a lot of different categories," said Kubiak, who 
was a backup quarterback for the Broncos from 1983-91 and served as quarterbacks coach and 
offensive coordinator from 1995-2005, "but to stand up there today as the head coach and be part of 
(owner) Mr. (Pat) Bowlen's family and this organization, this football team -- very proud today." 
 
Said Rivera, who went from hot head coaching candidate while with the Bears in 2006, to fired shortly 
thereafter, and eventually a head coach in Carolina, "It's a huge opportunity for this team and 
organization. It's what you work for. I look forward to it." 
 
The resilience of these coaches -- not to mention the path of Broncos defensive coordinator Wade 
Phillips, who was somehow unemployed last season and has now put together one of the best defenses 
in the NFL -- will be one of the big storylines and factors to watch over the next two weeks. So will 
Peyton Manning vs. Cam Newton. 
 
Here are five others to keep an eye on as we work our way toward Santa Clara and the first Roman 
Numeral-less Super Bowl in a long time:  
 
1. FAST STARTS 
 
The Panthers' 24-7 halftime lead over the Cardinals on Sunday was right in line with what they'd done to 
opponents this entire season. In their 18 games, they have a 14-2-2 record in the first half and they've 
outscored opponents 321-128 in the first two quarters. (The only teams to lead Carolina at the half this 
year were the Seahawks and Saints.) 
 
That's bad news for the Broncos, who won Sunday's AFC Championship against the Patriots because 
they scored early and were able to play from ahead. 
 
"We never could play with a lead, we never could play on our terms," Tom Brady said. "So it was an 
uphill battle all day." 
 



Had Denver tried to play catch-up against New England, their season and quite possibly Manning's 
career would already be over. They're just not built to play from behind like that. They have to remain a 
dual-threat attack on offense while allowing their pass rushers to tee off on defense. That's their 
blueprint for success. 
 
Which means the Broncos will have to find a way to slow the Panthers' fast starts because they do not 
want to try overcoming a halftime deficit the likes of which the Cardinals and Seahawks have faced the 
past two weeks. If those teams couldn't battle back, don't expect Denver to even have a chance. 
 
Vegas has set the over-under for this game at 45 1/2 points. Six of the last seven Super Bowls have 
featured 48 total points or more. If this game somehow stays under Vegas' projection, that should be 
advantage: Broncos. 
 
2. WIN ONE FOR PEYTON ... AND DEMARCUS 
 
That will be the rallying cry for the Broncos, as many expect this will be Manning's last game. Per 
reporters in Denver, he and his family took extra time on the field after Sunday's game and even 
collected some confetti to take home. Manning also had his son, Marshall, with him behind the podium 
during his press conference. 
 
No player needs any more motivation than playing in the Super Bowl itself, but it doesn't hurt to have 
the emotions of the locker room stirred by Manning's overcoming everything this season threw at him. 
Think how differently things would have been if Brock Osweiler has somehow played well enough to 
keep the job in Week 17 and force Kubiak to start him in the playoffs. 
 
And don't forget there's one other player who will lift the emotions of the Broncos' players because of 
how respected he is and how this might be his last shot at a ring. That's DeMarcus Ware, who spoke to 
the team on Saturday night before the AFC Championship. 
 
"I always talk to the guys but I'll have one player address the football team before we call it a night. I let 
DeMarcus do that," Kubiak said. "I could sit here all day and talk about it, but he was tremendous for the 
team. He basically told them how much the opportunity to possibly play for a Super Bowl meant to him 
and how much it meant for him to be part of the team. It was very powerful." 
 
This is why Ware came to Denver as a free agent in March 2014. It didn't work out last year, but the 
opportunity he hoped to have is in front of him now. Expect him to serve as a motivational force for the 
defense and the entire team over the next two weeks. And don't be surprised if he gives one more 
"powerful" speech. 
 
3. EXPERIENCE 
 
Two years ago, the Broncos entered their matchup with the Seahawks with four guys on their roster 
who had played in a Super Bowl before, namely their quarterback. Seattle had none. 
 
How'd that work out? 
 
So be careful when sizing up the rosters for this Super Bowl and seeing 18 players on the Broncos to only 
seven on the Panthers who have been on Super Bowl rosters before (not including players who were on 
injured reserve, such as Von Miller in 2013). 
 



That said, it will be interesting to see what changes Manning and some other key players suggest from 
their approach last time to this time. One thing is for sure: Kubiak realizes this week coming up is 
anything but the "bye" it's usually labeled. 
 
"The game is in two weeks," he told his team in the postgame locker room on Sunday, "but the game is 
won (this) week." 
 
That means Kubiak expects to install most of the game plan this week and wants crisp practices in Dove 
Valley before the team heads to California. Expect a similar refrain from Ron Rivera and the Panthers, 
but it's paramount for the Broncos to be feeling good about their game plan and preparation before 
they leave Colorado because the memories of that thrashing by Seattle are still fresh with many of the 
players on their roster. 
 
4. INJURIES 
 
Panthers linebacker Thomas Davis told reporters after Sunday's game his forearm is broken but he 
guarantees he will play in Super Bowl 50. 
 
While that might sound like a bit of a stretch, a few trainers and doctors polled by FOX Sports on Sunday 
night said it's possible to put a plate in Davis' arm and allow him to play as long as he can manage the 
pain. 
 
Does anybody want to doubt a player who returned from three torn ACLs to play at a high level at age 
32 (105 tackles, 5 1/2 sacks and four interceptions this regular season) when he says he's going to play 
through a broken arm in the Super Bowl? 
 
Didn't think so. 
 
Davis is so intelligent and prepared that it's almost like he's hearing the offense's play calls at times. He 
showed that awareness when he made quick breaks to blow up a screen pass and a run early in Sunday's 
game. His presence against a Broncos offense that likes to hit a lot of those quick screens and runs will 
be vital for Carolina. If he plays, that's a major plus. 
 
The Panthers might also get defensive end Jared Allen (broken foot) back. Rivera held Allen out of the 
NFC Championship despite Allen's protesting. The team was hopeful Allen would play in the Super Bowl 
if they got there. They're there, so expect him to at least suit up and add a push off the edge against a 
quarterback who isn't the most mobile out there. 
 
For the Broncos, cornerback Chris Harris played extremely well on Sunday despite a shoulder injury that 
had limited his range of motion all week. At one point, he wisely opted not to take on Rob Gronkowski 
near the sideline but wasn't shy about throwing his shoulder into Julian Edelman to tackle him on a key 
fourth-down stop in the fourth quarter. Another week of rest for Harris will only make things better. 
 
"Just not having to make contact will be good," he said, via the Denver Post's Troy Renck. 
 
Harris will play and should be effective, so the injury watch for the next two weeks seems to be much 
more vital for Carolina. If Davis and Allen play at a normal level, that's a big lift for them. 
 
5. DISTRACTIONS 
 



They're every coach's nightmare. Just a year ago, the Patriots were in the middle of the Deflategate 
scandal, which eventually landed Tom Brady in federal court. So, all things considered, that was a 
heckuva job by Bill Belichick's staff to navigate that one. 
 
As of now, there seems to be only one story that might serve as a nuisance for either team, and that's Al 
Jazeera's report alleging Manning's wife received HGH shipments, with the suggestion she did so on his 
behalf. 
 
"Hasn't this story already run its course?" you'll ask. "Isn't Al Jazeera America folding?" you'll add. "Why 
would this even be brought up again?" you'll inquire. 
 
Because it's Super Bowl week, where the players face the media for an hour at a time on Media Night 
(yes, it's Monday night this year instead of the traditional Tuesday morning session) and then twice 
more later in the week. Every story that can possibly be rehashed will be run through the wringer once 
again. That includes the allegations against Manning, which are quite serious and which he's 
emphatically denied. 
 
The NFL is still investigating the matter and a source told FOX Sports recently the NFL has already 
requested an interview with Manning (as well as the other players named in the report, including the 
Packers' Julius Peppers and Mike Neal) to ask their own questions about the allegations. But the source 
said that interview won't occur until after this postseason is completed, if at all. So the actual situation 
won't serve as a potential distraction for Manning as much as the questions about it will. Still, as far as 
Super Bowl week storylines come, it's relatively tame and shouldn't have much of a shelf life. 
 
Nor will any of the general Newton bashing that will be spewed for the next two weeks. And trust us, 
there will be some. 

  



Broncos bow to football gods, will wear white in Super 
Bowl 
By FOX Sports Staff 
FOXSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
With Vegas listing the Panthers as 4-point favorites, and with their own dominance on the road this 
season -- along with that rather underwhelming Super Bowl history -- the Denver Broncos are leaving 
nothing to chance when it comes to Super Bowl 50. 
 
So despite being listed as the home team in 13 days, the AFC champs are bucking current uniform 
etiquette and instead bowing down to the football gods. While the home team sports the dark jerseys in 
just about every NFL game not played in Arlington, Texas, the Broncos, given the option of uniform color 
as home team, are going with their white road uniforms in the Super Bowl. 
 
It's a simple reason: "We've had Super Bowl success in our white uniforms," John Elway, who was the 
Broncos' QB in back-to-back Super Bowl wins in the 1990s and is now their executive VP and general 
manager, told the media in Englewood, Colo., on Monday. 
 
That sounds all nice and well, but the decision is likely a lot more about Denver’s Super Bowl failures. 
After all, have you seen the Broncos play a Super Bowl in orange jerseys? 
 
Yup, 0-4 in Super Bowls wearing orange jerseys. In other colors? 2-1 (1-1 in white, 1-0 in dark blue). 
 
What’s more, Denver tied a franchise record this season with six road wins. 
 
With a track record like that, can you blame the Broncos for being superstitious? 

  



Broncos' Aqib Talib celebrates AFC title, totally disses 
the Chiefs 
By Nick Toney 
FOXSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Aqib Talib got his hands on the Lamar Hunt Trophy, then got off a parting shot its namesake's old team. 
 
Just minutes after winning the AFC Championship, the star Denver cornerback trashed the Kansas City 
Chiefs, who couldn't defeat the losing New England Patriots in the previous round. 
 
Talib, via the Kansas City Star: 
 
“We ain’t look at nothing the Chiefs did -- they got served. The Chiefs ain’t help us do nothing. They 
sorry." 
 
The Pro Bowler didn't pull any notes from Chiefs-Patriots, apparently. Tom Brady threw for 310 yards on 
a staggering 56 attempts; a vastly more efficient No. 12 carved up K.C. just seven days earlier. 
 
Talib made sure to point that out. It's an insult on top of an insult to grieving Chiefs fans, and just 
another reason why the AFC West is one of the best divisions in all of professional sports. 

  



Peyton, Brady and Big Ben have dominated the AFC for 
last 15 years 
By Cameron DaSilva 
FOXSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Sunday's matchup between the Denver Broncos and New England Patriots featured the 17th edition of 
Tom Brady versus Peyton Manning -- and possibly the last meeting between the two. Manning and the 
Broncos came out on top, of course, giving Peyton four trips to the Super Bowl in his career. 
 
It still doesn't match Brady's six appearances, but it's a remarkable accomplishment nonetheless. What's 
even more incredible is the number of times Manning, Brady or Ben Roethlisberger has represented the 
AFC in the Super Bowl in the last 15 years. 
 
In 13 of those 15 seasons, it's been one of the three playing for a ring in the big game. 
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The only outliers are Joe Flacco in 2013 with the Baltimore Ravens and Rich Gannon in 2003. Other than 
that, it's been Manning, Brady or Roethlisberger representing the AFC.  
 
In seven of those 12 years, one quarterback in the trio has won a ring -- four from Brady, two from 
Roethlisberger and one from Manning. Peyton will look to tie Roethlisberger in two weeks when his 
Broncos take on Cam Newton and the Carolina Panthers. 

  



John Elway and Gary Kubiak gambled big. Those 
gambles paid off 
By Frank Schwab 
YahooSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
John Elway, as a general manager, isn't happy with the virtual check down. 
 
Elway's agressive, Super Bowl or bust mentality was never more evident than when he fired John Fox a 
year ago following a fourth division title in Fox's four seasons. Elway wasn't happy with some of the 
things he had seen from the Denver Broncos in their playoff losses. So Fox was gone. 
 
Gary Kubiak, the Broncos' new coach, had his own controversial decision to make during this season. He 
decided to bench a quarterback who led wins over Cincinnati and New England for a 39-year-old who 
had nine touchdowns and 17 interceptions in the regular season. 
 
And now Elway and Kubiak are going to the Super Bowl. Fortune favors the bold, indeed. 
 
"That’s what it is all about," Elway said after the AFC championship trophy presentation. "Especially to 
do it at home and be able to do it in front of our fans. To be able to stand up there, to me that makes all 
the work worthwhile, looking at the fans and knowing we have a chance to be world champs again."  
 
Elway was never bothered by throwing into tight coverage as a Hall of Fame quarterback. He has made 
bold moves as an executive. He moved on from Tim Tebow right after the Broncos won a division title 
and a playoff game with him (yes, at one point this was considered controversial by some). He has been 
aggressive in free agency. And then came his most unconventional move, firing Fox after he went 46-18 
with the Broncos. It's not unprecedented for a coach to be fired after a double-digit win season, but it is 
really rare. Elway said he wasn't happy his team didn't go out "kicking and screaming" in the playoffs the 
last couple years. He made it clear through the Fox firing that anything less than a Super Bowl wasn't 
good enough. 
 
"When he came in here he had won a lot of football games and to be able to come in and get us back to 
the Super Bowl has been tremendous," Elway said. "There is not a better guy for the job." 
 
Kubiak had his own difficult decision to make this season. Back on Dec. 28, after the Broncos beat the 
Bengals in overtime on "Monday Night Football," it didn't seem like much of a decision at all from the 
outside. Brock Osweiler had played fairly well, despite some inconsistency. Peyton Manning hadn't 
played in more than a month and it looked like he might not play again for the Broncos, at least this 
season. Manning had been ineffective before a foot injury knocked him out for a long stretch. Sticking it 
out with Osweiler looked like the easy answer.  
 
But in Week 17, Kubiak benched Osweiler in the second half against the San Diego Chargers and put in 
Manning. Kubuak had weeks to consider every move he could make with the quarterback situation and 
the ramifications of each decision. He knew what he was doing when he went to Manning in that spot. 
Not long after, he announced Manning would start Denver's first playoff game.  
 
Kubiak was in one of those spots in which no matter what he did, he was going to be criticized unless 
Denver got to the Super Bowl. If his pick was Manning and the Broncos lost, he'd be asked how he could 



go to a quarterback who had a 67.9 rating. If he went with Osweiler and lost, everyone would wonder 
how you can keep a five-time MVP on the bench in the playoffs. 
 
But he doesn't have to worry about that anymore. Manning has helped lead the Broncos back to the 
Super Bowl.  
 
"I sit here and reflect on some of the meetings he and I had throughout the course of these last 10 
weeks and some of the conversations we had," Kubiak said. "To sit there right there and talk about the 
opportunity we have here in two weeks—I’m just so proud of him. He worked hard to get back. I knew 
about three weeks ago or four weeks ago through a discussion we had that he was ready to come back 
and lead this football team, and he’s done a tremendous job." 
 
The Broncos move forward to Super Bowl 50 against the Panthers, with the general manager who made 
a bold coaching change, and the coach who made a bold quarterback change right before the playoffs. 
Sometimes big gambles pay off. 
 

  



Broncos battered Tom Brady; could they do same to 
Cam Newton? 
By Shalise Manza Young 
YahooSports.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
It seemed like Tom Brady took a lot of hits from the Denver Broncos in Sunday's AFC championship 
game. 
 
Perception was reality. According to the official game book from Denver's 20-18 victory, while Brady was  
sacked only four times, he was hit 20 times. Not only was that the most any quarterback was hit in any 
game this season, according to Sports Illustrated's Doug Farrar, it was the most any quarterback has 
been hit in a game since 2006. 
 
Brady had been hit 99 times over the Patriots' first 17 games, with a previous season high of 12 in the 
team's loss to the Philadelphia Eagles. 
 
While New England's offensive line didn't play well, Bill Belichick didn't put the Brady battering on the 
group. 
 
“I’d say it’s a combination of things,” Belichick told reporters on Monday during his season-ending 
availability. “I thought Denver did a good job defensively. It’s all inter-connected between the receivers, 
the quarterback, the offensive line. The timing, execution, balance of the running game, long yardage 
situations. It’s all part of it. In the end, it wasn’t as good as it needed to be yesterday, period. In any 
area. I wouldn’t put it on one guy, or one situation, or one position, or anything like that. In the end we 
came up short.” 
 
On Sunday night, Brady said the offensive line did a "great job" and credited the Broncos for teeing off 
on his snap cadence. 
 
Denver defensive coordiantor Wade Phillips did a great job game-planning for Brady, but he'll have a 
different challenge facing Cam Newton in Super Bowl 50. Newton is unlike any quarterback in the league 
right now, a true dual threat who is seemingly fearless as a ball-carrier. 

  



Broncos safety T.J. Ward on Tom Brady: ‘We dominated 
him’ 
By SI Wire 
SI.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Leading up to Sunday’s AFC Championship Game, Denver Broncos safety T.J. Ward and his teammates 
felt disrespected by critics who favored the New England Patriots to win, reports NFL.com’s Kevin Patra. 
 
“I don’t think I heard one telecast that had us winning, and as good as defense we’ve been playing all 
year that was the focal point—that Tom Brady was going to shred us apart. We took total disrespect to 
that. Total disrespect,” Ward said. 
 
Ward went on to describe how the Broncos’ defense kept Brady under control to secure the 20–18 
victory and a trip to the Super Bowl. 
 
“Besides the big plays at the end of the game, I think he had about 150 yards passing, got sacked five 
times, threw a pick and we dogged him. We dominated him,” Ward said. “They’re a great team, but we 
just don’t like being disrespected. Nobody likes being disrespected. That's how we felt. We felt 
disrespected by the entire sports broadcast, everybody. We played like that today.“ 
 
Brady was actually sacked four times with 23 total hits and two interceptions in his 310-yard effort. Still, 
he described facing the Broncos’ No. 1 defense as an “uphill battle all day.” 
 
The Broncos are set to take on the Carolina Panthers on Feb. 7 and, according to Ward, the team is fine 
with not being the favorite to win yet again. 
 
“Go ahead. We feed off of that,” Ward said. “Keep us as the underdog [against] whoever wins [the NFC 
Championship]. Tell us how bad we are and how we can't cover and stop ‘this person,’ and I bet we win 
the Super Bowl.” 
 
  



Senior Bowl 2016 Preview: Position-by-position ranking 
of the attendees 
By Chris Burke 
SI.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
“You can fool anybody in a 15-minute interview,” Jaguars GM David Caldwell said prior to last year's 
Senior Bowl, “but in a week, it’s hard to do that.” 
 
In a nutshell, that’s why the Senior Bowl (as well the NFLPA Bowl and the Shrine Game and the other 
college all-star weeks) matters. One hundred-and-10 or so of this year’s draft prospects, all having spent 
at least four years in college, will descend on Mobile, Ala. for the annual showcase—an event swarmed 
by NFL scouts, coaches and front office members, all hoping to discover their next draft gem. 
 
As usual, there is a boatload of talent set to participate, from a potential top-five quarterback to a well-
stocked linebacking group. 
 
Before practices start Tuesday, leading up to Saturday’s game, here’s how I have the attendees ranked 
by position. A couple of quick caveats: 
 
1. I mentioned this on last week’s On the Clock podcast, but my personal rankings will fluctuate quite a 
bit over the next month. The NFL is my main focus through the Super Bowl, but starting with the Senior 
Bowl and continuing on after the Super Bowl, I'll supplement my base scouting reports with a more in-
depth breakdown. While I’ve watched tape on all of the Senior Bowl participants, I had more exposure 
to some than others. So, the way these players stand here may not be how it looks come next weekend. 
There’s ample time for prospects to climb. 
 
 
Hopefully, though, this paints a preliminary picture of the talent taking part in this year’s Senior Bowl. 
We’ll see which players use the week to boost their stock, and which falter under the increased 
pressure. 
 
2. I didn’t include the kickers, punters or long snappers. I can say that both kickers (Duke’s Ross Martin 
and UCLA’s Ka’imi Fairbairn) were excellent this season, but that’s about as far as those scouting reports 
go right now. 
 
Now onto the rankings, by position (note: These will be updated if there are roster changes during the 
week): 
 
Quarterbacks 
1. Carson Wentz, North Dakota State 
2. Dak Prescott, Mississippi State 
3. Jacoby Brissett, N.C. State 
4. Kevin Hogan, Stanford 
5. Brandon Allen, Arkansas 
6. Cody Kessler, USC 
7. Jeff Driskel, Louisiana Tech 
8. Jake Coker, Alabama 



 
Last season’s quarterback class was underwhelming behind Jameis Winston and Marcus Mariota, and 
the 2015 Senior Bowl reflected it. Winston was not eligible for the game because he declared after three 
college seasons and Mariota turned down an invite. The headliners for the week included Garrett 
Grayson (Round 3, Saints), Sean Mannion (Round 3, Rams) and Bryce Petty (Round 4, Jets). 
 
So this year, Wentz’s presence alone will generate some buzz, especially because the Cowboys’ staff will 
be coaching his North team. General consensus has Wentz, Jared Goff and Paxton Lynch as the draft’s 
top three quarterbacks, in some order, possibly with Connor Cook still in the mix. 
What happens in Mobile will help settle the rest of the pecking order. I’ve really come around on 
Prescott and am anxious to see him in person—he made significant strides as a passer this season. The 
next three or four QBs (Brissett, Hogan, Allen and Kessler) all could compete for backup jobs as early as 
training camp, in the right situations. 
 
A lot to watch at this position. 
 
Running backs 
 
1. Kenneth Dixon, Louisiana Tech 
2. Aaron Green, TCU 
3. Kenyan Drake, Alabama 
4. Tyler Ervin, San Jose State 
5. Jonathan Williams, Arkansas 
6. DeAndre Washington, Texas Tech 
7. Chris Swain, Navy 
 
Versatility is the name of the game for the top four, all of whom can contribute in a variety of ways. 
Start with Dixon, who scored 87 career touchdowns for Louisiana Tech (72 rushing and 15 receiving). His 
all-around game, which includes solid blocking, will appeal to just about any team in need of a back this 
draft. 
 
Green only caught 40 passes in his career, spanning time at both Nebraska and TCU, but he’s slippery 
enough in the open field to believe he could put in three-down work. Drake was Alabama's change-of-
pace back behind Derrick Henry—he posted 29 receptions and carried it just 77 times. And Ervin (1,935 
yards from scrimmage this season) does a little bit of everything, counting kick and punt returns. 
Williams can climb the board, but he missed all of the 2015 campaign with a foot injury. I’m a little 
surprised to see Swain among the running backs, as the 245-pounder’s NFL chances probably lie in a 
fullback-style role. 
 
Wide receivers 
 
1. Sterling Shepard, Oklahoma 
2. Leonte Carroo, Rutgers 
3. Braxton Miller, Ohio State 
4. Paul McRoberts, Southeast Missouri State 
5. Aaron Burbridge, Michigan State 
6. Jordan Payton, UCLA 
7. Tajae Sharpe, UMass 
8. Malcolm Mitchell, Georgia 
9. K.J. Maye, Minnesota 



10. Jay Lee, Baylor 
11. Chris Moore, Cincinnati 
12. Charone Peake, Clemson 
 
Tyler Lockett was a 2015 Senior Bowl star thanks to his precise route-running and ability to beat bigger 
cornerbacks for contested passes. Shepard could pick up right where the Seahawks’ dynamic receiver 
left off. He and the physical, 6' 1" Carroo might be the only WRs in Mobile with Round 1 hope, and that’s 
if teams are willing to forgive Carroo for a rocky college stint off the field. 
 
This will be a big week for Miller, who made a relatively smooth transition to wide receiver (and still 
averaged 6.1 yards as a runner). How far along is his development as a potential NFL-ready threat? 
 
Plenty of people will be watching McRoberts closely all week. He will be one of a handful of prospects to 
play in both the Shrine Game and Senior Bowl, a double dip that indicates expanded interest from NFL 
teams. I’m going to wait until I see him live, but McRoberts on tape reminds me of a less physical 
Demaryius Thomas. His long strides stand out. I’m a noted fan of Sharpe’s, too, though expect to hear 
plenty about his tiny hand size (7' 3/4"). The measurement doesn't seem to bother him in action; he’s 
aggressive going to get the ball. 
Burbridge and Payton each had big 2015 seasons, the former often coming up with huge plays by out-
muscling defenders in tight quarters. There also are a few home-run threats among this group, like Lee 
and Moore. 
 
Tight ends 
 
1. Tyler Higbee, Western Kentucky 
2. Nick Vannett, Ohio State 
3. Jerell Adams, South Carolina 
4. Bryce Williams, East Carolina 
5. Glenn Gronkowski, Kansas State 
6. Jake McGee, Florida 
7. Henry Krieger-Coble, Iowa 
 
I like Higbee and Vannett quite a bit, and I think both could be Day 2 selections. The biggest issue with 
Higbee is his health—he missed games in each of the past three seasons, plus he redshirted in 2012. 
When he’s healthy, the Western Kentucky product can line up just about anywhere, thrives up the seam 
and is an active blocker. Meanwhile, Vannett figures to be a more productive NFL player than he was in 
college, simply because Ohio State didn’t feature him at all. At 6' 6", 260, he creates matchup issues. 
 
Adams (6' 6", 230 pounds) is fighting the same battle as Vannett: he wasn’t utilized all that much as a 
receiver. But we know he can block and he averaged 14.8 yards on his 66 career catches. 
 
Williams is similar in size to Ohio State’s TE, and his game essentially is that of a massive wide receiver. 
Gronkowski (brother of Rob) is at the other end of the spectrum: a 235-pounder with H-back upside. 
 
Offensive tackles 
 
1. Jason Spriggs, Indiana 
2. Kyle Murphy, Stanford 
3. Spencer Drango, Baylor 
4. Joe Haeg, North Dakota State 



5. Vadal Alexander, LSU 
6. Le'Raven Clark, Texas Tech 
7. Cole Toner, Harvard 
8. John Theus, Georgia 
 
Murphy might be the most NFL-ready tackle prospect, although he likely will be ticketed for the right 
side. Spriggs and Drango, on the other hand, could wind up on the left which arguably gives them higher 
upside. Spriggs was a standout for a very good Indiana offense, thriving on his agility. 
 
Keep an eye on Haeg, another quick-footed talent. A few small-school prospects always wow at the 
Senior Bowl when matched up with FBS stars; Haeg could be one of those guys this week. 
 
I’m still struggling to get a great feel for both Alexander, who at 340 pounds is built and plays like a 
guard, and Clark, who boasts size (6' 6", 313 pounds) and length but doesn’t always put it all together. 
 
Guards 
 
1. Cody Whitehair, Kansas State 
2. Josh Garnett, Stanford 
3. Joe Dahl, Washington State 
4. Nick Martin, Notre Dame 
5. Christian Westerman, Arizona State 
6. Sebastian Tretola, Arkansas 
7. Willie Beavers, Western Michigan 
8. Connor McGovern, Missouri 
 
This is a strong group, and one that could involve a lot of moving parts this week. To wit: Whitehair, 
Dahl, Westerman, Beavers and McGovern all have extensive experience at tackle; Martin might be the 
best center in this draft, should the team that selects him opt to use him there. 
 
Garnett was outstanding enough this season that I wound up watching him even at times I was trying to 
take notes on Kyle Murphy, his Stanford teammate. While he may not be a fit for every offense, teams 
looking to grind in the trenches from a pro-style scheme will love him. 
 
Centers 
 
1. Jack Allen, Michigan State 
2. Austin Blythe, Iowa 
3. Graham Glasgow, Michigan 
4. Evan Boehm, Missouri 
 
Consider this a good year for any franchise needing a center, at least of the draft-and-develop variety. 
All four of these prospects, plus Martin, Alabama’s Ryan Kelly and USC’s Max Tuerk look very draftable—
a couple perhaps even on Day 2. 
 
Allen joins Martin as the pick of the litter in Mobile. A four-year starter along Michigan State’s 
impressive line, his experience and intelligence will push him up draft boards. How he fares in the tough 
Senior Bowl setting, up against a bevy of talented interior D-linemen, will help decide how high he 
climbs. 



Glasgow is another of the Shrine Game-to-Senior Bowl stories. He earned constant praise in Tampa last 
week, buying him a shot in Mobile. 
 
Fullbacks 
 
1. Dan Vitale, Northwestern 
2. Soma Vainuku, USC 
 
Swain and Gronkowski could see work among this group, too. Vitale and Vainuku are very different 
players—Vitale a movable H-back (almost to the point of being a straight tight end) who caught 135 
passes during his Northwestern career; Vainuku, at 6' 0" and 255 pounds, an old-school lead blocker. 
 
Defensive ends 
 
1. Jarran Reed, Alabama 
2. Noah Spence, Eastern Kentucky 
3. Sheldon Rankins, Louisville 
4. Shawn Oakman, Baylor 
5. Bronson Kaufusi, BYU 
6. Carl Nassib, Penn State 
7. Jihad Ward, Illinois 
8. Jason Fanaika, Utah 
9. Dadi Nicolas, Virginia Tech 
10. Charles Tapper, Oklahoma 
11. Lawrence Thomas, Michigan State 
 
Again, we’re going by the Senior Bowl positional designations here. Slotting all of these players under 
the DE tag is a bit ambiguous, though. Reed and Rankins, for example, are in the conversation to be 
Round 1 tackles so this is more a 3–4 DE listing. Oakman (6' 9", 275 pounds) fits the same script. 
 
The 227-pound Nicolas trends the opposite way—he’s a defensive end in an OLB’s body. Kaufusi, despite 
being almost 40 pounds heavier, also may be more of a stand-up edge player in the NFL than a typical 
defensive end. 
Still, there’s obvious talent here. Spence started his career at Ohio State forced to transfer after failing 
multiple drug tests. On the field, he’s all a team could want in a pass-rusher, as evidenced by his 22.5 
tackles for loss and 11.5 sacks this season. Nassib topped him (and everyone in the FBS) with 15.5 sacks. 
 
Because of the depth at this spot, the rankings can look worse for a couple players than they are. Take 
Tapper. He's also more in the 3–4 end mold, excelling as an edge-setting presence against the run. 
 
Defensive tackles 
 
1. Vernon Butler, Louisiana Tech 
2. Adolphus Washington, Ohio State 
3. Austin Johnson, Penn State 
4. Sheldon Day, Notre Dame 
5. Matt Ioannidis, Temple 
6. Quinton Jefferson, Maryland 
7. D.J. Reader, Clemson 
 



Is defensive tackle the 2016 draft class’s deepest position? On top of the aforementioned ends who 
could wind up starting as NFL tackles, the actual DT group is going to be a handful for the Senior Bowl’s 
interior offensive linemen. 
 
Count me as one of many on the Butler bandwagon. He sure looks like a three-down defender, given his 
quickness moving both vertically and horizontally. Don’t be surprised if he dominates one-on-one drills 
in Mobile. 
 
The duo just behind him (Washington and Johnson) shouldn’t get out of Round 2, if they last that long. 
Day deserves a top-100 spot, as well, because of what a disruptive force he can be shooting the B-gap. 
 
Outside linebackers 
 
1. Reggie Ragland, Alabama 
2. Joshua Perry, Ohio State 
3. Jordan Jenkins, Georgia 
4. Kyler Fackrell, Utah State 
5. Joe Schobert, Wisconsin 
6. Eric Striker, Oklahoma 
 
Ragland will kick outside to start the week, no doubt as a strongside defender, but I wouldn’t bet against 
him landing back inside as a rookie. Regardless, he’s an instinctive defender whose stock is riding 
extremely high headed into this week. 
 
Elsewhere, well ... what’s not to like about this positional group? Perry flies around all over the place, 
showing chops dropping in coverage and blitzing. Jenkins is a powerful edge defender. Fackrell falls 
somewhere in between, with an almost unlimited skill set—this ranking might be a couple spots too low. 
Schobert is a solid defender, too. He’ll be comfortable no matter the situation Senior Bowl coaches want 
to put him in this week. 
 
Striker has the highest stakes headed to Mobile. He can rush the passer, but he’s undersized (6' 0", 223 
pounds), so he has to prove there’s more to his game. 
 
Inside linebackers 
 
1. Deion Jones, LSU 
2. Tyler Matakevich, Temple 
3. Kentrell Brothers, Missouri 
4. Jared Norris, Utah 
5. Blake Martinez, Stanford 
6. Antonio Morrison, Florida 
7. Nick Kwiatkowski, West Virginia 
8. Josh Forrest, Kentucky 
 
Another position with a little misdirect in the listing—Jones played outside linebacker and his athleticism 
makes him more of a fit as a weak or strongside 4–3 guy than an MLB. Conversely, Matakevich, 
Brothers, Norris and Martinez all could be plug-and-play options inside for 3–4 schemes and 4–3 
schemes (particularly the former). 
 



Morrison has the potential to skyrocket with a big week. He struggled with knee injuries at Florida, but 
the talent base is as sturdy as any other player at this position. The Gator also plays with an edge, so he 
is a safe bet to force attention to him this week. 
 
Cornerbacks 
 
1. William Jackson, Houston 
2. Deiondre’ Hall, Northern Iowa 
3. Kevin Peterson, Oklahoma State 
4. Jalen Mills, LSU 
5. Eric Murray, Minnesota 
6. Cyrus Jones, Alabama 
7. Tavon Young, Temple 
8. Maurice Canady, Virginia 
9. Harlan Miller, SE Louisiana 
10. James Bradberry, Samford 
11. Jonathan Jones, Auburn 
 
Mentioned the lack of dominant talent at receiver above. More or less the same setup at cornerback, 
where the talent pool runs deep even if the first Senior Bowl cornerback doesn’t hear his name called 
until the draft’s second day. 
 
That said, every one of these cornerbacks is on track to be selected ... and Jackson is a sleeper first-
rounder in my book. He plays a smooth game on the perimeter, flashing the ability to lock down in man-
to-man spots. Hall also has that ability, as well as 6' 2" size—we all know how the NFL loves that. 
 
A glance at a few other draft boards tells me I’m higher on Peterson than others. Laquon Treadwell 
made him look pretty bad in the Cowboys’ bowl game; check out his matchup with Baylor for a better 
glance at what he can do. 
Mills still has a little Round 1 juice. A fractured fibula cost him about half the 2015 season, but he can 
play safety or corner, and do so at 6' 1". 
 
Under-the-radar name to remember: Harlan Miller. I still have ground to cover evaluating his tape, but 
what I've seen shows a fluid defender with a nose for the ball. 
 
Safeties 
 
1. Jeremy Cash, Duke 
2. Darian Thompson, Boise State 
3. Sean Davis, Maryland 
4. Kevin Byard, Middle Tennessee 
5. Miles Killebrew, Southern Utah 
6. Tyvis Powell, Ohio State 
7. DeAndre Houston-Carson, William & Mary 
8. Jordan Lucas, Penn State 
9. K.J. Dillon, West Virginia 
 
Is Cash a realistic Round 1 option as (mostly) a box safety? Does Thompson’s rangy game put him on the 
radar for late-first round spot? Both players could make substantial headway this week, and they’re top-
50 players at the moment, by my count. 



 
Davis opened his college career as a cornerback, then shifted to safety. Like Jalen Mills, there will have 
to be a discussion over where he’s best suited. And like Mills, a team that can figure out how to utilize 
his multi-dimensional talents will have the best chance of making Davis a success. Houston-Carson also 
made the corner-to-safety transition during his time at William & Mary. 
 
Byard, Killebrew and Powell all could sneak into the Day 2 ranks. Killebrew’s game is reminiscent of 
Cash’s, in that he never hesitates to step up and cause problems near the line. Byard and Powell could 
be viewed as safe options—their ceilings will not be as high as others, but their floors are not as low, 
either. 
  



Cam Newton: Today’s Elway? 
By Peter King 
MMQB.com 
January 26, 2016 
 
On one of the most diametrically different matchups in Super Bowl history, strategy, Cam-related 
celebrations, the forgotten Hurney, the “R” word, and appreciating a great football game, shall we say: 
 
Elway on Cam. They’re sort of the same, right? John Elway, who did the desperation helicopter move on 
a Super Bowl run against Green Bay 18 years ago, and Cam Newton, who did the combo 
gymnast/Olympic dive touchdown run Sunday in the NFC Championship Game. Newton, essentially, is 
this generation’s Elway as a player, a dangerous runner with a great arm who seems ahead of his time.  
Elway: 6-3, 218 as a player. Newton: 6-5, 247 now. You’ve got to admit Newton reminds you of what 
Elway was in the nineties. 
 
Before Elway left the Broncos facility in suburban Denver late Monday for Mobile, Ala., and the annual 
Senior Bowl practices to see the next class of NFL prospects, he considered the matchup we’re going to 
see in 12 days—and what he thinks of Newton as a player. 
 
“There cannot be a matchup of more different players at the quarterback position than we’re going to 
see in this Super Bowl,” Elway said. “Peyton [Manning], obviously the classic quarterback type, and Cam, 
the tremendous athlete and strong-armed quarterback. I like him. I like how he plays. Great arm, great 
ability to make plays with his legs. I know he rubs some people the wrong way, but he’s got a love of the 
game, and you can tell he loves the spotlight and playing in the big games. I really like that about 
players—when they love to play in the spotlight, and thrive under the pressure. He does. It’s going to be 
a great game to watch.” 
 
Enough of the debate over Cam’s celebrations. When I was seven or eight, I remember my father 
getting all goofy and negative over the long hair on The Beatles. My high-school-aged brother at the 
time told Dad to relax, it was just hair. That’s what this debate about Cam Newton posing and dancing 
and pointing for first downs and taking group photos during games reminds me of. He is having fun. He 
is hurting no one. His teammates like it. I’m not crazy over crumpling up opposing fans’ signs; seems 
over the top to me. But Newton celebrates out of joy because he is having fun playing the game. The 
NFL should be endorsing this and getting behind it wholeheartedly at a time when the public is finding 
so many things wrong with the game. Here’s the 2016 face of football having a ball playing it. Good. 
Keep it up. 
 
Did the Patriots blow it with their late-game strategy? Trailing 20-12 with 6:03 left in the fourth 
quarter, New England coach Bill Belichick chose to bypass a 34-yard field goal to cut the lead to five in 
the AFC Championship Game at Denver. It was fourth-and-one. I understood why he went for it; I’d have 
kicked the field goal, because I knew I would be getting the ball back, and I would not have wanted to 
risk having to make a two-point conversion to tie the game. But it wasn’t a terrible call. And if you know 
Belichick, you know he often goes for it on fourth-and-short, from all over the field. New England, of 
course, got stopped. And those who are saying New England should have kicked a field goal on fourth 
down with 2:25 left, that’s absurd. If New England did that, and Peyton Manning made two first downs, 
New England never touches it again. The first one, with six minutes to go, is a good argument-starter, 
because the Patriots knew almost certainly they were going to get the ball at least once more. I repeat: 
Belichick’s no dope for going for it on fourth-and-one with Tom Brady the quarterback. I just would have 
taken the fairly sure three. 



Many of you may not remember Marty Hurney. I credited him in my column Monday as the former 
Panthers GM (fired in October 2012) whose final two top draft choices were Cam Newton and Luke 
Kuechly. The Panthers were going downhill when Hurney got fired, and there was no great outcry when 
it happened. But here’s who else Hurney brought on board who have helped the Panthers get to Super 
Bowl 50: 
 
• Cornerback Josh Norman, in the fifth round in 2012. 
• Running back Jonathan Stewart, in the first round in 2008. 
• Center Ryan Kalil, in the second round in 2007. 
• Tight end Greg Olsen, acquired in a 2011 trade for a future third-round pick. 
 
Norman’s one of the best cornerbacks in football, Stewart a vital part of the Panther offense to this day, 
Kalil a Pro Bowl center, and Olsen the best tight end in Panthers history. And look: Dave Gettleman has 
done a terrific job in muffling the noise and doing his job and gather a slew of roster-building players, 
many of whom other teams didn’t want. This is not a screed to say Hurney should still be on the job and 
Gettleman not. It’s simply a nod to Hurney for doing a good deal of the construction for the NFC 
champions three years after he was fired. 
 
We don’t hate your team. Again with the “lack of respect” storylines from the two Super Bowl teams. 
This time, Denver safety Darian Stewart said “without a doubt … that was disrespectful” when the 
Patriots chose to receiving the opening kickoff rather than defer their choice and receive to start the 
second half. The Broncos thought, Oh, the Patriots think they can score on us, do they? Well, that is 
utterly disrespectful! Stop the madness. Stop the madness once and for all. If the New England Patriots, 
with one of the best quarterbacks in history and the best tight end in the game and one of the best slot 
receivers in the game, don’t think they can score and don’t think they can jump out to an early lead on 
the road, well shame on them. What a ridiculous thing to get fired up about. 
 
What a game. The more I’ve thought about the AFC Championship Game, the more I’ve thought what a 
tremendous game it was. Tom Brady, battling through a series of big hits and constant pressure. 
Manning, making enough plays to put up two big touchdowns early and trying to hang on for dear life. 
And the Denver defense, playing the kind of once-in-a-generation game that had such a big impact on 
football history. The chance for Manning to win a Super Bowl (and play in his fourth one) in his most 
vulnerable season is a great story. As is Brady converting on two fourth downs in the last 90 seconds, 
and coming within a two-point conversion of forcing overtime in a game the Patriots had no business 
winning. And I might point out one more thing: a one-armed Chris Harris Jr., playing so gallantly and 
effectively for the Broncos, being a vital part of Denver advancing to it second Super Bowl in Manning’s 
four seasons. Yes, I’ll remember this one for a long time. 

  



Brady, Bruised and Beaten 
By Robert Klemko 
MMQB.com 
January 26, 2016 
 
Gingerly, the 38-year-old quarterback peeled away each layer of defeat. A dirt-stained white jersey, 
tattered undershirt, bloodied socks. They revealed many of the bruises, cuts and scrapes that come with 
hitting the deck 20 times before and after throwing a football. His left elbow looked like a Walking Dead 
makeup job, with bright red spots where the skin was scraped away, and a deep purple bruise the size of 
an avocado where the forearm meets the elbow. This is how the triple-option quarterback at Navy is 
supposed to look after football games, not the greatest passer of a generation. 
 
Tom Brady’s face wore no hint of anger or malice, and he fielded no apologies. Not 20 feet away from 
him, five huge men baring strikingly few bruises dressed side-by-side in silence. The New England 
Patriots offensive line wasn’t mauled, manhandled or overpowered in the AFC Championship Game; 
they were simply ignored. 
 
To the three or four rushers the Denver Broncos sent careening towards Tom Brady on any given down, 
the five men standing in front of them might as well have been rec league hoopers taking on the Golden 
State Warriors. Sebastian Vollmer, Marcus Cannon and company were deserving of no more respect 
than a quick step to the inside and a sprint around the corner. And the quarterback was subject to all 
manner of indignity in a 20-18 loss. 
 
“I tried to lay on him a few times,” said one Broncos rusher after the game. “I tried to rub my nuts on his 
face.” 
 
Embarrassment. In the end, that’s what this was about. It was about setting flame to the notion that 
Tom Brady gets the ball out of his hands so quickly that it’s impossible to put hands on him. And if you 
decide to blitz, said the prognosticators, good luck covering Rob Gronkowski and Julian Edelman. 
 
The Kansas City Chiefs learned as much nine days ago. They accrued all of nine hurries and one hit, 
preferring to rush three or four big men and cover with eight or seven. Tamba Hali and Dontari Poe were 
supposed to be good enough to get to Brady in the requisite amount of time. They were not, and the 
Patriots won 27-20 on the strength of 17 catches by Gronkowski and Edelman. 
 
But after 24 weeks of football, the Broncos and Wade Phillips have stopped comparing themselves to 
other teams or previous performances. 
 
In the championship, Denver’s top four linemen played 23 fewer snaps combined compared to Week 12, 
when they pressured Brady 21 times with various blitzes and overloads. Denver won that game in 
overtime, 30-24, New England’s first loss of the season. This time around, the Broncos went with a 
rough recitation of the Chiefs game plan and just did it better. 
 
“Brady had to know who we had on this line,” said rush linebacker Shaquil Barrett, “and he knew his line 
wasn’t very good coming into that game, so he had to expect this.” 
 
Rush linebacker Von Miller dropped into coverage a season-high nine times and even intercepted a pass. 
When Miller wasn’t in coverage, he and DeMarcus Ware were manning the edge while Derek Wolfe 



and/or Malik Jackson squeezed the interior line. Throw in the occasional inside linebacker blitz and you 
get a combined 41 sacks, hits and hurries. 
 
“It was wonderful, matching that coverage up with that rush. That’s our defense at its best,” said 
Broncos cornerback Aqib Talib. “We weren’t going to show up and do the exact same thing we did 
during the season. We knew they were game-planning for what we did last time.” 
 
Key personnel changes made it possible. 
 
While the world was factoring Edelman’s absence from that Week 12 contest as one of the biggest 
reasons the Patriots would get revenge, all of us failed to recognize the other, more glaring non-
participant two months ago: The Imperishable DeMarcus Ware. With the 33-year-old Ware sidelined by 
a lingering back injury that week, the Patriots were able to concentrate on neutralizing Miller. This time 
around, with Ware back in the lineup Bill Belichick opted to take his chances spreading the field and 
asking Brady to make quick throws. Supplementary pass blockers Steven Jackson, Brandon Bolden, 
James White and Rob Gronkowski were asked to support the starting five only twice; one pass-blocking 
snap for Jackson, and one for White. 
 
Patriots right tackle Marcus Cannon, left to his own devices, gave up two sacks and seven hurries. 
 
“We knew they were a good defense,” Cannon said. “They got the better of us today but it was a good 
game.” 
 
So did the offensive line fail the Patriots in this loss? 
 
Cannon paused to glare at the questioner for six very long seconds, about three times as long as Brady 
had to throw during any one of his 56 pass attempts. 
 
“You know, we played as a unit tonight,” Cannon said, breaking out of the trance. “We’re brothers. We’ll 
always be brothers. We stick by each other, and I’m proud of everything we did this year. It’s an abrupt 
end and we didn’t come out the way we wanted to. But one thing I’ll tell you is that I’ll die any day with 
my brothers on this line.” 
 
About that line. Its leader, offensive line coach Dave DeGuglielmo, reportedly was relieved of his duties 
Monday, in a move reminiscent of Packers special teams coach Shawn Slocum getting canned after 
Brandon Bostick's onside kick glitch a year ago. But before you pass blame on DeGuglielmo, don't miss 
the forest for the trees.  
 
Yes, the line was dealt a devastating blow when starting tackle Nate Solder tore his right bicep in Week 
5. But Super Bowl teams are supposed to build depth through the draft, supplemented by free agency.  
 
And Patriots coach Bill Belichick is supposed to be the guy prepared for every contingency, the guy 
thinking three steps ahead of everybody else… 
 
Here’s a list of all the offensive linemen the Patriots have drafted in the first three rounds since 2006: 
 
1. Nate Solder, 1st round, 2011 
2. Sebastian Vollmer, 2nd round, 2009 
 
That’s it. 



And that's not enough. When you're quarterback is Tom Brady, relying on his quick release to get you 
past the Wares and Millers of the world isn’t just foolish—it’s irresponsible. A quick perusal of AFC East 
rosters will show you three teams stocking up on fearsome defensive linemen and one team that 
couldn’t appear to care less. For their part, the Broncos have begun four of their past five drafts by 
selecting Brady-hunters: Shane Ray in 2015, Sylvester Williams in 2013, Derek Wolfe in 2012 and Von 
Miller in 2011. 
 
That last guy is the key. Miller is why we’re here, two weeks before the Super Bowl, witnessing a 
deteriorating Peyton Manning, in what looks like his final season, somehow standing atop the AFC. Von 
Miller is a 26-year-old savage in fat-rimmed nerd spectacles who speaks in clichés and deals in pain. 
 
“I feel like if I play my game I’m going to get there every time,” Miller said after a 2.5-sack performance. 
“Fanatical effort and pursuit get it done for me.” 
 
In two weeks, the fanaticism of the Broncos defense—what John Elway is calling the best he’s seen in 30 
years—meets a Panthers team with a quarterback who remains unsullied through 18 games. The 19th 
won’t be easy. 
 

  



What 45.7 Million NFL TV Viewers Don’t See at Home 
By Emily Kaplan 
MMQB.com 
January 26, 2016 
 
For three hours on Sunday night, 45.7 million Americans tuned into FOX’s broadcast of the NFC 
Championship Game. They watched Troy Aikman and Joe Buck narrate the Panthers’ 49-15 rout over the 
Cardinals as Cam Newton clinched a Super Bowl berth and a half dozen local kids snag game-used 
footballs. 
 
What America didn’t see: 18 cameramen, lively production trucks, countless texts between fathers and 
daughters, hundreds of hours of film study, and a manila envelope holding the secret to Ron Rivera’s 
maturation as a head coach. For three days leading up to the game, The MMQB embedded with the FOX 
broadcasting crew to lift the veil on what goes on behind the scenes. 
 
11:45 a.m. Friday — Panthers practice facility 
 
The seven members of FOX’s NFL A-Team assemble in a cramped, gray meeting room. They unpack 
laptops, unfurl packets of notes and drape winter parkas over the backs of folding chairs. “Feels like we 
never left,” says director Rich Russo, who broadcasted a game here five days ago. 
Panthers quarterback Cam Newton walks in, sporting post-practice sweats and a fur trapper hat.  
Everyone perks to attention. 
 
“Oh my goodness, Cam,” says reporter Erin Andrews. “Where did you get the hat?” 
 
“Now that is a statement piece,” play-by-play man Joe Buck adds. 
 
“Mind if I get a pic?” asks Troy Aikman, the quarterback-turned-analyst. 
 
“Of course,” Newton laughs, posing for a shot that lands on Instagram. 
 
“Nice,” Aikman says, settling back to the round table. “OK let’s get to it. What do you see in Arizona?” 
 
The pre-production meeting is a sacred essential for the modern broadcast. Coaches and players are 
summoned for ask-me-anything style sessions rooted in trust. Newton knows his information is used 
judiciously, only as it informs the crew’s narration. 
 
The quarterback leans back in his folding chair and compliments his upcoming opponent: “They have so 
many athletes!” He then discusses his mentor, Warren Moon. “I think one of his regrets was that he was 
so serious, that he didn’t enjoy the game as much when he was in it,” Newton says. “So when people 
watch me play, I want them to say, ‘Damn, he’s having so much fun. He makes the game fun.’ ” 
 
“You’re having fun giving those kids footballs,” Aikman says. 
 
“Oh my god,” Newton says. “It’s crazy.” 
 
“It’s kind of turning into the Lambeau Leap,” Aikman suggests. 
 



“Exactly!” Newton gushes. “I’m hoping it can become a tradition here, long after I’m gone. The Sunday 
Giveaway.” 
 
“Can you see the kids lining up as you enter the red zone?” Buck asks. 
 
“The traffic behind the goal post is ridiculous,” Newton says. “I can start seeing them when I’m at the 50, 
no lie.” 
 
“Wait,” Russo intejects. “When you’re at the 50-yard line, you can start seeing the kids congregate?” 
 
“Yup,” Newton says. 
 
Russo stares at producer Richie Zyontz across the table, raising an eyebrow. His message is obvious: This 
could make good television. 
 
12:30 p.m., Friday — Same meeting room 
 
Defensive coordinator Sean McDermott, tight end Greg Olsen and corner Josh Norman each cycle 
through, their discussions lasting between 10 and 30 minutes. Even general manager Dave Gettleman, 
wearing basketball shorts and flip-flops, pops in for an impromptu hello. 
 
Quarterbacking these meetings, Aikman consults his list of prepared questions. The crew has 
broadcasted four Panthers games this season, and familiarity breeds thirst for new perspective. Twenty 
minutes into coach Ron Rivera’s session, Zyontz makes an announcement. 
 
“I just texted John Madden to see if he wanted to tell you anything,” Zyontz reports. “This is what he 
responded: ‘Tell Ron I’m proud of him, no bullshit.’ ” 
 
Rivera smiles. “Wow,” he says. “That really means a lot.” Before the coach leaves, he asks Aikman to 
follow him into the hallway, where he hands him a manila envelope. “This is something I want you to 
see.” 
 
10:45 a.m. Saturday — Second floor of the Ritz Carlton hotel 
 
The Knicks play the Hornets tonight, and in a 1,000-square foot conference room glowing with sunlight, 
coach Derek Fisher lectures Kristaps Porzingis and Carmelo Anthony about defense. In an adjacent room, 
Aikman is seated at a long table, fiddling between his MacBook Air, iPad and a 60-inch monitor—his 
version of a walk through. 
 
When Fisher, a Cowboys fan, learns that Aikman is on the other side of the wall, he asks a Knicks 
employee to reach out to FOX because he wants to say hello. 
 
“Cool,” Aikman says, when the message is relayed. “Whenever I’m done with this.” 
 
On the flight home from Carolina to Dallas last Sunday night, Aikman re-watched his entire broadcast of 
the Panthers’ 31-24 win over Seattle in the divisional round. On Monday morning, he downloaded the 
All-22 footage, as well as the footage from the Cardinals’ win over Green Bay. By Tuesday he had 
reviewed both, in entirety, at least twice. Aikman, like Buck and the rest of the crew, also reads roughly 
10 clippings a day, dispatches from Carolina and Arizona beat reporters. 
 



By Wednesday, Aikman begins filling in his game board—an 11-by-7 inch oak tag printed with a depth 
chart, and extra space for notes. His neat, angular cursive would make any grade teacher swoon; his 
fact-checking is just as meticulous. He had read a clipping, for example, that said Panthers corner Robert 
McClain—a midseason free-agent pickup—was targeted 14 times by Russell Wilson last week, allowing 
seven catches. “I know he was picked on,” Aikman says. “But am I absolutely positive McClain that was 
the responsible culprit for each of those seven catches?” 
 
At the Ritz, Aikman revs up a playlist: Every throw Wilson made from last week’s game. 
 
Aikman watches each one, sometimes rewinding five times to better understand the coverage. The 
entire process takes nearly an hour. “Ah-ha, look here,” Aikman says, zeroing in on a first-and-10 with 
9:03 remaining in the third quarter. The Panthers are in zone. Wilson connects with Jermaine Kearse for 
six yards on a crossing route. “It looks like people credited this catch to McClain,” Aikman says. “But I 
think the safety, [Kurt] Coleman should’ve pinched.” 
 
Aikman replays it again. “Yeah, not McClain’s fault.” He strikes the note from board. The stat will not 
make the broadcast. 
 
10:15 p.m. Saturday — 10th floor of the Ritz Carlton 
 
After production meetings with the Cardinals, the crew discusses potential graphics, dines, and then Joe 
Buck retreats to his room for his usual nightcap. A knock on his door, and Steve Horn enters. 
 
A lanky man with shoulder-length gray hair and glasses seemingly permanently affixed to the tip of his 
nose, Horn’s presence is ubiquitous throughout the weekend. Calling him Buck’s right-hand man, or a 
stat guy, would marginalize his value. “Steve is someone who contextualizes,” Buck says, settling in 
behind his desk. “And where the average fan is so much smarter now than they were, say, when my dad 
broadcasted, that is so important.” 
 
Horn rests on an ottoman and opens a six-inch binder. “OK, let’s talk Arizona storylines,” he says. “If the 
field is bad, let’s think of Bruce Arians. In dramatic arc to his coaching career, he has always been 
seduced by speed. Speed, speed, speed. It's going to affect him.” 
 
“Right,” Buck nods. “What year was he at Temple again?” 
 
“1983,” Horn replies, without pause. “The youngest head coach in football.” 
 
“And he was on Bear—” Buck begins, only to have Horn finish his sentence: “Bear Bryant’s last staff, 
yes.” 
 
Buck jots a note. He uses the same board template as Aikman, and it is filled with red, blue and black 
scribbles, some notes larger than others. On a typical game, Buck says, he will only use about 10 percent 
of his notes on air. 
 
1:30 p.m. Sunday — Bank of America Stadium 
 
Partitioned behind a black curtain, Rich Russo, the director, hands out packets to his 18 cameramen.  
 
“OK, last week was great—the images of the little girl with the football? Sometimes we take that for 
granted. That shot, it was all over the morning newscasts the next day. Really well done guys.” 



 
The cameramen, mostly middle aged, are dressed in jeans, sneakers and hoodies. They listen intently.  
“Overall, with touchdowns, let’s stay with the hero until commercials,” Russo says. “Something to look 
out for this week: a wide-angle shot behind Cam as he crosses the 50, see if you can find the fans behind 
the goal posts. Alright, let’s go over assignments.” 
 
For the next hour, Russo outlines specific assignments for each cameraman. There are contingency plans 
for contingency plans. 
 
“You are following iso Fitzgerald for Cardinals and Ginn for Panthers, if either of them are out you slide 
to the low receiver…” 
 
“You are tight shots on the interior linemen, KK Short and Star. If you see a corner about to go on a blitz, 
pan wide…” 
 
“If Arizona is on a long drive and if we haven’t seen Cam in a while, make sure we check on Cam…” 
 
On and on it goes. 
 
“Remember,” Russo says at one point. “I don’t want you to be robots. Go with your instincts. I trust you 
guys.” 
 
3:45 p.m. Sunday — The field 
 
Wearing a self-heating hunting vest under a white sweater and wrapped in a Canada Goose parka, Erin 
Andrews walks on to the field. For the playoffs, FOX adds an additional sideline reporter, Chris Myers.  
He is assigned the Panthers; Andrews is on Cardinals duty. “Coach!” she says, spotting Arizona offensive 
coordinator Chris Goodwin taking a pregame lap. “How are ya?” 
 
Andrews spoke to a close friend of Carson Palmer’s during the week, who said the quarterback battled 
intense nerves before the Green Bay game. Andrews asks Goodwin: “What’s the vibe? Have you seen 
anything different from Carson this week?” She feeds the response to Zyontz and the booth, in case they 
need it in the broadcast. 
 
“A lot of people think my job is being an ambulance chaser,” Andrews says of reporting on in-game 
injuries. “I see myself as the eyes and ears of the sideline.” 
 
“People don’t realize,” Russo says later, “she’s actually yapping in our ears all game. Even if she doesn’t 
make it on air, her information tells us where to put cameras or information to feed Troy and Joe.” 
 
During the Josh Norman-Odell Beckham meltdown game, it was Andrews who insisted that an isolation 
camera follow Beckham on the sideline. “Odell Beckham is going ballistic guys,” she told them. “Get 
someone on this, ASAP.” 
 
Information, however, is imperative. Her worst fear is flying home the next morning and realizing she 
missed something big. She and Russo have conducted at least a dozen informal postmortems on the 
Panthers-Giants game, including yet another one at a bar on Friday night over beer. 
 
“She actually told me that she saw the bat incident in pregame,” Russo says. 



“And I’m kicking myself,” Andrews explains. “Because that was the story after the game, and we didn’t 
have it!” 
 
“But here’s the thing,” Russo rationalizes. “We made that decision in the truck. And how could we have 
known that altercation would carry over as the storyline of the game?” 
 
“I know,” Andrews says. “But, ugh!” 
 
6:43 p.m. — The booth 
 
Aikman and Buck are armed with their boards, two monitors apiece, and a spotter pointing out who 
makes the plays. Dave Schwalbe waves a depth chart in Buck’s peripheral after each down; Scott Snyder 
does the same for Aikman; and Ed Sfida computes stats. Horn paces behind them, also wearing a 
headset. Standing nearly shoulder-to-shoulder, it’s a minor miracle nobody jabs an elbow into 
someone’s ribs. 
 
The window is open, but their 200-square foot enclave is toasty. 
 
Buck pops in a Halls cough drop; Aikman gulps water. They fist-bump right before the broadcast goes 
live. 
 
After 14 years together, Buck and Aikman communicate almost entirely non-verbally. Between plays, 
Aikman scrolls back to plays on his monitor, sometimes zoning out of Buck’s play-by-play, or listening to 
Zyontz, the producer, in his ear. 
 
Before Buck tees up Aikman, he’ll often tug at his arm to make sure he’s ready. 
 
When Aikman speaks, he has a tendency to shift the weight from his left foot to his right foot. He clears 
his throat nearly a dozen times a quarter, each time pressing a “cough” button that mutes his 
microphone. 
 
Buck rarely stands still, leaning against the table in front of him, nursing a cup of tea and grabbing for 
more Halls. 
 
During timeouts, both men often grab their phones and text their daughters (they each have two) about 
schoolwork and what time they’ll land back home. “It’s incredible to me,” says Mike Pereira, the former 
NFL VP of Officiating and FOX rules expert, who joins them in the booth through the playoffs. “The ease 
in which they operate, their calmness. I would be freaking out.” 
 
7:46 p.m. — The booth 
 
Having Pereira in the booth is a postseason luxury. Usually he’s stationed at home, in Sacramento, 
monitoring multiple games. If producers want to do a hit, there’s a process to bringing him on the air: 
they make sure he’s seen the play, confirm that he is available, coordinate with his on-site producer, and 
then work him into the broadcast. Sitting six inches to Aikman’s right, Pereira’s presence makes the 
process seamless. 
 
At a commercial break, Aikman taps Pereira’s shoulder and says, “Hey, that hit by Shaq Thompson, that 
should have been a penalty?” 
 



“Exactly,” Pereira says. 
 
Twenty seconds later, Aikman is back on air, narrating over a tight shot of Arians complaining to an 
official. “Well you see here,” Aikman says. “Arians is upset because he believed that should have been a 
penalty called on Shaq Thompson.” 
 
8:06 p.m. — The production truck 
 
Russo and Zyontz each have earpieces connecting to the feeds of Andrews, Myers, the booth, all the 
cameramen, as well as the graphics and sound teams. In a solo cave, audio mixer Fred Aldous fades 
sounds in and out. The men constantly stare at a grid of TV screens, each streaming different camera 
feeds. Spending 20 minutes in the production truck sounds like two live auctions and three police 
scanners trying to be heard the loudest. The following communications took place in just 30 seconds: 
 
“Take it to commercial in 9.” 
 
“There’s a lot going on here.” 
 
“Pit!” 
 
“He just punched.” 
 
“Go 10, go nine.” 
 
“Carson Palmer is walking off…Panthers up 17!” 
 
“10, stay with Carson.” 
 
“Rolling 8.” 
 
“He just punched.” 
 
“OK good.” 
 
“No, ready 12...ready 12.” 
 
“Anybody else proud of anything?” 
 
“Ready gamma? Go Gamma!” 
 
“Don’t worry about Arians, play it.” 
 
“And he takes another one of those shots.” 
 
“Well-protected two.” 
 
“Ready six.” 
 
“Ready five.” 
 



Myers feeds the production truck: “I just saw Roman Harper, he said, ‘I just got hit in the eye.’ ” 
 
“Get me a shot of Harper!” Russo yells. 
 
“Wait,” Zyontz says. “What’s going on with Thomas Davis?” 
 
“Davis,” Russo says. “Stay with Davis.” 
 
“Lost ball! Lost ball! Let me see who has it!” 
 
“Davis is walking to the locker room,” Myers says. 
 
“Do we have a camera following him?” 
 
“What about the fumble? 
 
“Myers live from the locker room...” 
 
8:20 p.m. — The production truck 
 
After the two-minute warning, with the Panthers facing third-and-goal, the broadcast returns a wide-
angle shot behind the goal post, then a tight shot of the children congregated in the front row hoping 
for a touchdown ball. 
 
“The kids are lined up on the stairway for a souvenir,” Buck announces. “Here comes Cam. He got it. 
Touchdown!” 
 
As Graham Gano attempts the extra point, Buck says: “The only question left is, which kid got the ball 
down behind the end zone?” 
 
Carolina is up, 24-7. 
 
“The bigger question is,” Aikman remarks. “How many kids in Charlotte don’t have a ball?” He 
continues: “[Newton] said when he gets down to the red zone, he can see them waiting at the fence 
there to get their souvenir.” 
 
9:50 p.m. — The booth 
 
As the fourth quarter winds down, all suspense has vanished. The Panthers are up, 49-15. Aikman has 
pocketed a few anecdotes for situations like this. He circles back to a nugget Rivera revealed in the pre-
production meeting: His biggest regret in his first two seasons—when the Panthers posted sub-.500 
records—was not hiring an assistant who had former head-coaching experience. 
 
“He really had a lot to learn,” Aikman tells the audience. “But the person who really helped him the 
most was John Madden. We’ve talked about it on previous broadcasts—the notes he took after the 
visits he made to John Madden—and Friday after our meeting he wanted me to see these notes. He 
copied them off and handed them to me. About 10 pages of typed-written notes and it is an 
encyclopedia on coaching and how to run a football team.” 



Jeff Gordon, the retired NASCAR driver and new FOX analyst, pokes his head in the booth, hoping to say 
goodbye to Aikman. “I can’t believe they stand for all three hours of the game” Gordon remarks. “And in 
dress shoes!” 
 
10:05 p.m. — The field 
 
Chris Myers weaves through a sea of hugging teammates and swarming photographers. He locks on to 
his target, and grabs his shoulder. “Cam,” Myers says. “Postgame!” 
 
Some 30 seconds later, they’re live for Newton’s first comments. At halftime, Rivera told Myers that it 
was Newton who addressed teammates, and Myers asks, “Can you share what you said?” 
 
“That’s confidential,” Newton replies. 
 
“Millions are watching!” Myers prods. “They’re excited for this.” 
 
Newton elaborates, his answer spiraling until he finally says, “We’re not over yet, I don’t know who 
we’re playing yet, but we’ll be ready to go in two weeks.” In Myers ear, Zyontz reminds him to keep the 
interview short. Myers had a few predetermined questions, but knew he had to follow up and let 
Newton know it would be the Panthers and Peyton Manning’s Broncos in Super Bowl 50. 
 
“Cam’s reaction—that smile—it was so real,” Myers says the next morning. “He was truly so focused, he 
had no idea who had won that game. So much preparation goes into any given broadcast, but 
sometimes those unscripted moments are the ones that resonate most.” 

  



Peyton Manning made $2M with win over Patriots 
By Dan Hanzus 
NFL.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Back in March, Peyton Manning agreed to restructure his contract ahead of his fourth season with the 
Denver Broncos. 
 
That's the nice way to put it. Another way to say it is Manning was forced to take a pay cut to keep his 
job. Reports indicated the Broncos wanted to slash Manning's salary by more than half, from $19 million 
to $9 million, after an injury-plagued year for the aging star. Eventually the two sides agreed on a $4 
million reduction in base salary that could be earned back through incentives. 
  
Those escalators included $2 million for an AFC Championship Game victory and another $2 million for a 
conquest in Super Bowl 50. Manning is halfway home after Sunday. 
 
We imagine it's not fun for general manager John Elway to think about shelling out $17 million for a 
quarterback who nearly led the NFL in interceptions in just nine regular-season starts. Then again, 
Manning has been, you know, fine in the postseason and even threw two touchdown passes in Sunday's 
20-18 win over Tom Brady and the New England Patriots. 
 
All of this sets up Manning for what could be the greatest day of his life (the birth of his kids and 
wedding day and BLAH BLAH BLAH not withstanding). If the Broncos find a way to get past the Carolina 
Panthers, Manning would win that elusive second Lombardi, likely retire at the top of his profession, put 
the final touches on his Best Quarterback Ever presentation annnnnnd pocket two million bucks. 
 
Now that's a Sunday funday. 

  



Talib calls Newton 'probably the most dangerous QB' 
By Marc Sessler 
NFL.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos have finished off Ben Roethlisberger and Tom Brady in back-to-back weeks, but their 
biggest challenge lies ahead. 
 
That's according to Aqib Talib, the Denver cover man who called Carolina signal-caller Cam Newton 
"probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL." 
  
"He's throwing the ball amazing right now," Talib said Monday. "And then you know what he can do 
with his legs. So he's the best of both worlds, man." 
 
When they face off in Super Bowl 50, Newton will present a unique problem for the Broncos. While 
Denver has piled up 14 wins this season, they haven't played a double-threat quarterback like Newton, 
who looms as a sure-fire bet to nab MVP honors. 
 
Kansas City's Alex Smith and Indy's Andrew Luck can run -- and both beat Denver this season -- but Cam 
is playing on another level right now. He shredded the Cardinals on Sunday with 382 total yards, 
including 47 yards on the ground as Newton stiff-armed his way through Arizona's confused defense. 
 
"Super unique," said Talib. "I've never seen nobody that size. You look like the typical NFL quarterback. 
You can sit in the pocket and throw it. And then you can run with all ... you probably could play any 
position in the NFL that you wanted to. So he's definitely a unique player. Like I said he's probably the 
most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now." 

  



Broncos safety T.J. Ward: 'Keep us as the underdog' 
By Kevin Patra 
NFL.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos heard all week how good Tom Brady and Bill Belichick are. It burned. 
 
 Listening to critics predict a Patriots win in Denver got under the Broncos' skin, especially the defense. 
 
"We just felt so disrespected. I felt disrespected," said corner Chris Harris Jr., via the team's official 
website. 
 
"Me, too, Chris!" chimed in out Aqib Talib, standing few feet away. 
 
No one played the disrespect card harder than safety T.J. Ward. 
 
"We felt like we were totally disrespected by everybody in the media," he said after the Broncos' 20-18 
win in the AFC Championship Game. 
 
"I don't think I heard one telecast that had us winning, and as good as defense we've been playing all 
year that was the focal point-that Tom Brady was going to shred us apart," Ward continued. "We took 
total disrespect to that. Total disrespect. Besides the big plays at the end of the game, I think he had 
about 150 yards passing, got sacked five times, threw a pick and we dogged him. We dominated him. 
They're a great team, but we just don't like being disrespected. Nobody likes being disrespected. That's 
how we felt. We felt disrespected by the entire sports broadcast, everybody. We played like that today." 
 
It's certainly true that most predicted a Patriots win. However, it's tilting at windmills to suggest no one 
believed the Broncos' defense stood a chance. Most analysts pointed to the Broncos' struggling offense 
and an injury to Harris as their reasoning for siding with the Patriots. 
 
Facing the Carolina Panthers in the Super Bowl, Denver is ready to keep trumpeting the self-diagnosed 
inferiority complex.  
 
"Go ahead. We feed off of that," Ward said. "Keep us as the underdog (against) whoever wins (the NFC 
Championship). Tell us how bad we are and how we can't cover and stop 'this person,' and I bet we win 
the Super Bowl." 
 
Facing a streaking Cam Newton and the one-loss Panthers, the Broncos might be the underdogs to begin 
the lead up to the Super Bowl. But with the NFL's No. 1 defense, led by pass rushers Von Miller and 
DeMarcus Ware, the idea that the Denver defense will be run over is ludicrous. 
 
Two years ago, Broncos general manager John Elway watched the NFL's top defense destroy his team in 
the Super Bowl. He then went out and built himself a facsimile. No one will disrespect this Denver 
defense in the Super Bowl. 

  



Seven big storylines heading into Super Bowl 50 
By Gregg Rosenthal 
NFL.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Welcome to the longest two weeks of the NFL season. There's only one game left and we have to sit 
through our first Sunday in 21 weeks without meaningful football to get there. 
 
That's the annoying part. The good news is that all the buildup will lead to another delicious Super Bowl 
matchup. We have the MVP-to-be facing off against the five-time MVP. We have Peyton Manning, an 
all-time great, trying to go out a champion against a 17-1 squad looking to cement itself as an all-time 
great team. 
 
There will be two weeks to dissect it all, so let's take a look at the seven big storylines we'll be tired of by 
the time Super Bowl 50 kicks off in Santa Clara, California. 
 
1. Best offense versus best defense 
 
The Broncos are coming off one of the most dominant performances imaginable. Von Miller is building 
an all-time great career and is coming off an all-time great performance. Denver led the NFL in fewest 
yards allowed and pass the eye test. Miller, DeMarcus Ware, Malik Jackson and Derek Wolfe make up 
the best defensive line in football. The linebacker group is underrated and versatile. Denver is deep at 
cornerback with Aqib Talib, Chris Harris and Bradley Roby. And they are led by Wade Phillips, one of the 
best defensive coordinators in NFL history. 
 
The Panthers, meanwhile, were the league's top-scoring team. Led by Cam Newton's MVP-caliber 
season, they have successfully made the transition to an explosive offensive team. No running game has 
more "base" running plays that look similar but have nearly infinite variations. Corey Brown, Ted Ginn 
and Devin Funchess have proven you don't need a top-shelf receiver group to score mountains of points. 
The Broncos were the ones with the loaded offense last time they were in the Super Bowl, and they 
probably don't mind having the roles reversed this time. 
 
2. John Elway's vision comes true 
 
Broncos general manager John Elway looked at his team after they lost Super Bowl XLVIII to Seattle and 
vowed to become tougher. He wanted a team that looked more like the defense and running heavy 
squads he won the Super Bowl with in the late 1990s. Just two years later, his vision has been realized. 
The defense is loaded with Elway draft picks, not to mention free agent signings like DeMarcus Ware, 
T.J. Ward and Talib. 
 
Elway made an unpopular choice by replacing coach John Fox after last season. Installing coach Gary 
Kubiak's running game, along with Phillips, has helped bring Elway to the championship doorstep again 
with a team he can believe in. As Dan Hanzus noted on our latest Around the NFL Podcast, perhaps 
Elway can engineer another magical podium moment again. 
 
3. Peyton Manning's last ride 
 
This will inevitably be the "Jerome Bettis is from Detroit!" storyline of the game. We are more convinced 
than ever that this will be Manning's last season. Common sense says no, but Manning has left plenty of 



signs. His decision to soak up the afterglow Sunday with his entire family on the field in Denver was 
telling. His son Marshall joined him at the podium after the win over the Patriots. Even Archie Manning 
believes this is it for Peyton, although he insists his son hasn't said a word. 
 
This story will get an insane amount of attention. But the cheesiest script couldn't come up with this 
stuff. One of the game's all-time greats, broken down and benched at the end of his career, makes one 
final run as a supporting player on a loaded team. It's almost too incredible to believe. 
 
4. New and old 
 
The quarterback age gap in this game is greater than any matchup in Super Bowl history. We're not 
particularly looking forward to thinkpieces about Cam Newton representing the new generation of 
quarterbacks against the old guard, especially when it comes to comparing the two players' pitchman or 
celebration skills. 
 
It's a more interesting angle when considering a very traditional offense led by Manning and Kubiak and 
comparing it to the hybrid Cam Newton/Mike Shula attack which is unlike anything we've seen in the 
NFL. The Panthers have basically built an offense entirely around Cam. As it should be! 
 
5. Top picks 
 
In case you missed it: It's the first matchup of No. 1 overall picks. The 2011 draft is also the first draft to 
have its No. 1 (Cam) and No. 2 picks (Von Miller) face off in the Super Bowl. It's also the third straight 
year that the NFL's top-seeded playoff teams have reached the Super Bowl. It's good to be chalk! 
 
6. Von Miller and Josh Norman 
 
There are a ton of great stories about each team's defense. This is Ware's first Super Bowl in a potential 
Hall of Fame career. Thomas Davis, coming off a broken arm, is one of the most inspirational figures 
from the last decade in the NFL. It's sweet to see him on the big stage. Panthers linebacker Luke Kuechly 
is one of the very best defensive players in the league and is about to become a lot more famous. 
 
But we know how Super Bowl week works. The best, loudest, strangest players get the most attention. 
And it doesn't get much louder, funnier, and better than Miller and Panthers cornerback Josh Norman. 
They will be everywhere. 
 
7. Cam Newton's coronation 
 
This has been Cam Newton's season. He's going to win the MVP and the Panthers are one tough loss to 
the Falcons away from being undefeated entering this game. No player loves or deserves the spotlight 
more. Newton is a leader that fascinates with his play and his words. Super Bowl week is not too big for 
Cam; it's just the right size. 
 
This feels like Newton's championship season. But feelings before the Super Bowl are overrated. Just ask 
the 2001 Rams or the 2007 Patriots. It's up to Newton to earn his coronation. 

  



Broncos or Panthers: Which defense would you take in 
Super Bowl 50? 
By Staff 
NFL.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Carolina and Denver each displayed defensive dominance on Championship Sunday. The Panthers 
forced Carson Palmer and the Arizona Cardinals to turn the ball over seven times in their 49-15 NFC 
Championship Game victory, while New England's Tom Brady was hit 19 times in the Broncos' 20-18 AFC 
title game win. 
 
These weren't extreme performances for these two defenses, though. In the regular season, the 
Broncos led the league in yards per game (283.1) and the Panthers were first in turnovers (39). 
 
Of the two, which defense would you rather have in Super Bowl 50? 
 
Bucky Brooks 
Writer | NFL.com 
 
Broncos' D loaded with talent in all areas 
The Broncos have what teams build an ideal championship defense around. They have two great edge 
rushers in DeMarcus Ware and Von Miller, two inside guys who cause a lot of problems in Derek Wolfe 
and Malik Jackson and an elite group of corners ( Aqib Talib, Chris Harris and Bradley Roby). All of this 
provides the ability to do some creative things with schemes. Not to mention, Denver has T.J. Ward as a 
headhunter in the middle.  
 
Even though the Panthers are superior at the linebacker position with Luke Kuechly and Thomas Davis, 
the overall talent of the Broncos' unit is astounding. 
 
Brian Baldinger 
Writer | NFL.com 
 
Panthers have the edge because Manning is easier to defend than Newton 
I'd take the Panthers' defense for one reason. It's not so much breaking down each defense, but what 
you have to defend. Right now, it's easier to defend Peyton Manning and the Broncos' offense than it is 
to defend Cam Newton and what he does. 
 
Nate Burleson 
Writer | NFL.com 
 
Experienced Broncos D shut down Tom Brady, showing it is the best in the league 
The Broncos have a little bit more experience and are anchored by Miller and Ware. Those two can't be 
replaced and are a big reason why Denver's defense is as good as it is. The way they shut down Brady 
and the Patriots was quite impressive. 
 
Ike Taylor 
Writer | NFL.com 
 



Ball-hawking Panthers will give Newton's offense plenty of scoring opportunities 
I have to go with the Panthers. When you continually find ways to get turnovers, you're giving your 
offense more opportunities to score. The Panthers have done that all year and have scored on defense, 
too. When you do that, you're going to win games. 
 
Maurice Jones-Drew 
Writer | NFL.com 
 
Denver has a more balanced defense than Carolina 
Denver's defense has it all. The Broncos have three or four good -- if not great -- pass rushers, safeties 
who can cover, and linebackers who can tackle and cover, as well. Carolina has a lot of good pieces, but 
the Broncos are a lot more balanced overall. 

  



9 out of 10 Denver TVs in use were tuned to climax of 
Broncos-Patriots duel 
By Mark Harden 
Denver Business Journal 
January 25, 2016 
 
If there was a television set turned on Sunday at about 4:15 p.m. at a home in metro Denver, chances 
are nine out of 10 that it was tuned to the Denver Broncos. 
 
That's according to the preliminary overnight ratings report Monday from KCNC-CBS4, which was 
carrying the game in the Denver area. 
 
In the 15 minutes between 4:15 and 4:30, as the Broncos' AFC championship clash with the New 
England Patriots neared its climax, the game broadcast on CBS reached a 90 share in metro Denver — 
meaning that 90 percent of the household TVs in use locally had the game on. 
 
That time period also registered a 58.5 household rating — meaning that of all TV households in the 
market, whether the set was on or off, 58.5 percent were watching the game. 
 
Overall, KCNC posted an average 85 share and 52.1 rating for the duel, which the Broncos won 20-18, 
sending them to Super Bowl 50 in Santa Clara, California. 
 
Denver-area viewers proved more loyal than those in greater Boston, where the game scored a 76 share 
and a 49.6 rating. 
 
Nationally, Sunday's contest drew a 53 share and 31.8 rating, the highest for an AFC championship in 29 
years. 
 
That bested the 40 share and 26.8 rating for Sunday's NFC championship game, in which the Carolina 
Panthers defeated the Arizona Cardinals. 
 
CBS also will carry the Super Bowl on Feb. 7. 

  



Just how much will Super Bowl 50 tickets cost you? 
By Monica Mendoza 
Denver Business Journal 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos are headed to Super Bowl 50 to face the Carolina Panthers -- but if you want to see 
the game in California, it will cost you. 
 
According to VividSeats.com, a secondary market for sports and entertainment, the cheapest ticket 
available for the Feb. 7 game at Levi's Stadium in Santa Clara, California, as of Monday is $3,224 and the 
most expensive ticket is $12,785. 
 
Super Bowl tickets have sold for a median price of $4,180 on the VividSeats site. The cheapest Super 
Bowl 50 ticket sold was for $3,000 in the Upper Level Corner. The most expensive Super Bowl 50 ticket 
sold was for $11,476 in the Club Level Premium. 
Here's who is snapping up tickets so far. Breakdown by state (percent of total revenue. 
 
California: 37 percent 
Texas: 8 percent 
Florida: 8 percent 
Illinois: 7 percent 
New York: 6 percent 
  



Denver Broncos got in Tom Brady's face, now must try 
to get a handle on Cam Newton in Super Bow 
By Sam Farmer 
LA Times 
January 25, 2016 
 
A day after his Denver players repeatedly wrapped their arms around New England quarterback Tom 
Brady, Broncos Coach Gary Kubiak was still wrapping his mind around his team moving on to Super Bowl 
50. 
 
"I woke up this morning," he said, "and we get to play again." 
 
Kubiak spoke to reporters at his regular Monday news conference, although his players are off until 
Thursday when they will begin preparation for the Feb. 7 Super Bowl against Carolina. 
 
The Broncos turned in a defensive masterpiece in their 20-18 victory over the Patriots, landing a 
staggering 20 hits on Brady, who was constantly under siege. To put that in perspective, the next-closest 
number of hits Brady absorbed in a game this season was 12 by Philadelphia. There were 10 games 
when he was hit five times or fewer. 
 
"First off, he's really hard to get to, so I think that's what's really impressive about it," said Kubiak, who 
relies on coordinator Wade Phillips to draw up the defense. "Being at home, having the opportunity to 
play at home with our fans, our place was loud. We got off the ball probably as well as I saw us get off all 
year with our edge guys and stuff." 
 
The challenge ahead is getting a jump start on Panthers quarterback Cam Newton, the presumptive NFL 
most valuable player who directed Carolina to a 49-15 blowout of Arizona in the NFC championship 
game. He threw for two touchdowns in that game and ran for two more. 
 
"He's a little different," Kubiak said of Newton, cracking a smile at the understatement. "It's really great 
how they've set it up to their talents offensively and what they're doing. . . . 
 
"I don't know that we've faced the dual-threat guy like him this year with our schedule. I saw him 
firsthand last year. We played him last year when I was in Baltimore. It'll be different for us. Having to 
tackle him out in the open field, having to defend the quarterback runs and those types of things will be 
something different for us. It's nice to have a couple weeks [to prepare]." 
 
The Monday after a game is when NFL players come into their respective headquarters for treatment, 
and among those in Denver were outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware and cornerback Aqib Talib, both of 
whom made key contributions against the Patriots. Ware was part of that relentless pass rush. Talib 
deflected Brady's do-or-die two-point conversion pass at game's end, leading to an interception by 
Bradley Roby. 
 
"It was just guys out there playing football," Talib said of the play in question. "I was the guy Tom picked 
to throw the ball to, and I was able to get my hand on it." 
 
Talib, who spent his first five seasons with Tampa Bay, has played against Newton nine times in his 
career, calling the quarterback "super unique." 



 
"You can sit in the pocket and throw it, and then you can run, run wide out," Talib said, listing Newton's 
attributes. "You probably could play any position in the NFL that you wanted to. . . . He's probably the 
most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now." 
 
Ware, who's in his 11th season and had only one playoff victory with Dallas before coming to the 
Broncos in 2014, was clearly pleased with Sunday's outcome . . . but also subdued. 
 
"I'm excited right now," he said, speaking softly but easing into a smile. "You probably don't know it. 
You're probably like, 'Is DeMarcus excited or not?' I am excited, but the thing is that you have one more 
game left, then you can celebrate. Then you can do the things that this game is about. It's still business 
for me." 
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John Elway has put Peyton Manning in position to 
follow in his footsteps 
By Mark Maske 
Washington Post 
January 26, 2016 
 
If Peyton Manning soon has the option to pull a John Elway and end a Hall of Fame-bound 
quarterbacking career in the glorious aftermath of a Super Bowl triumph, it will be because Elway 
provided him with a team capable of making it happen. 
 
Almost all of the talk in the Broncos’ locker room following their dramatic triumph over the New 
England Patriots in the AFC title game on Sunday in Denver was about Manning beating his nemesis, 
Tom Brady, to return to the Super Bowl, and about the defense that made it happen. 
 
But few people in the room deserved more credit than the quarterback already enshrined in Canton 
who stood near the locker room exit, smiling broadly and chatting with reporters while wearing one 
freshly earned AFC championship cap and holding a handful of others. 
 
“I think the big thing is we’ve got to win it,” Elway said. “It’s gonna be a tremendous add to Peyton’s 
legacy but also to the Broncos’ legacy, too. I think it’s important we’ve given ourselves an opportunity. 
And so hopefully we’ve saved our best for last.” 
 
Elway was one of the greatest quarterbacks ever and he has made a successful transition to being an 
accomplished front office decision-maker. It was Elway who took the risk in signing Manning following 
the series of neck surgeries that ended Manning’s long stay with the Indianapolis Colts and put his 
career in doubt. 
 
And it was Elway who, following the Broncos’ one-and-done playoff exit last season, made the equally 
risky decision to oust a very good coach, John Fox, and replace him with Gary Kubiak, once Elway’s 
backup quarterback in Denver. 
 
Manning’s transition into Kubiak’s offensive system — or, rather, the offensive system that Kubiak 
cobbled together from his own system and Manning’s preferred mode of operation — was far from 
seamless. Manning showed his age and struggled even before getting hurt, finishing the regular season 
with nine touchdown passes and 17 interceptions. 
 
But Kubiak showed a deft touch in knowing when to go to young quarterback Brock Osweiler and then 
when to switch back to Manning, reinserting him in the final game of the regular season and naming him 
the starter for the postseason. The result put Manning is in his fourth career Super Bowl, and he and the 
Broncos are in the big game for the second time in the past three seasons. 
 
Score another one for Elway the football executive, who was asked Sunday if the Super Bowl trip 
validates the coaching move that he made. 
 
“I’ll let you answer that,” said Elway, the Broncos’ executive vice president of football operations and 
general manager. “The bottom line is I know Gary and he knows what it takes. He’s done a tremendous 
job this year with a team that when he came in here had won a lot of football games. So to be able to 



come in and get us back to that Super Bowl, the way that he’s done that has been tremendous. Like I 
said, there’s not a better guy for the job that could have done a better job than Gary’s done this year.” 
 
Perhaps no one can relate better to what Manning currently is experiencing than Elway, who retired 
after the second of two straight Broncos’ Super Bowl victories. 
 
“I guess having been there and been through it, I can understand what he’s going through,” Elway said. 
“He’s doing a great job. He’s staying in the now and appreciating every game and every play that he gets 
to play. So it’s nice to be able to go back to the Super Bowl and hopefully we can end this year on a good 
note.” 
 
Manning has not tipped his hand on whether he plans to retire after the Super Bowl, in which the 
Broncos will face the Carolina Panthers on Feb. 7 in Santa Clara, Calif. But he contemplated it last 
offseason before opting to return for another year and, to a degree, start over with a new coaching 
staff. There were times this season when it certainly appeared that Manning had hung on for one year 
too many. 
 
Few would have guessed when Osweiler took over while Manning was rehabilitating his ailing foot that 
if the Broncos managed to reach the Super Bowl, Manning would be the quarterback to take them 
there. 
 
“I think we’ve seen that resilience his whole career,” Elway said. “You look at what he’s done and what 
he’s come back from—even four years ago, coming back off the neck. That’s made him what he is, the 
resilience that he does have. He’s a great competitor and he keeps coming back…. Obviously he’s 
worked hard to get back. He understands where he is and what we’re trying to do offensively. He’s 
always been a great game manager but I think even more so now.” 
 
Elway was asked if he senses Manning appreciates this AFC title and Super Bowl trip more. 
 
“I think anybody does the older they get,” Elway said. “You never know. Obviously he’s been doing it for 
a long, long time. We’ll get through this last one and see what he wants to do for next year. But I think 
any time as a player you’ve been around as long as he has, you appreciate these type of wins.” 
 
Manning threw a pair of first-half touchdown passes Sunday to tight end Owen Daniels. But the Denver 
offense did next to nothing after halftime and the league’s top-ranked defense this season took it from 
there. The Broncos recorded 20 quarterback hits on Brady, sacked him four times, and intercepted a 
two-point conversion pass in the final seconds to preserve a 20-18 triumph. 
 
“It’s kind of how the year has gone,” Elway said. “Our defense has made so many great plays throughout 
the whole year and really saved us. And they did it again [Sunday] against a great, great team and a 
great quarterback in Tom Brady.” 
 
And overseeing it all was the once-great quarterback turned pretty fair GM. 
 
“It’s a lot more nerve-wracking watching in the booth than it is playing,” Elway said. “When you get out 
there, you’re not thinking about nearly as many things. But you know what—so much confidence in our 
defense. They came through and made great, great plays again. So it was a lot of fun. I’m really happy 
for this team. I’m happy for Gary and his staff. They’ve done a tremendous job. And like I said, we’ve got 
halfway there. Now that we’re going, we’ve got one other team that we’ve got to beat.” 
  



Why the Denver Broncos are Super Bowl Poison 
By Michael Salfino 
Wall Street Journal 
January 26, 2016 
 
The Denver Broncos are back in the Super Bowl. Get ready for a blowout. 
 
The Broncos have appeared in seven previous Super Bowls—one seventh of the 49 that have been 
played all time—and the record shows that their presence usually guarantees that the title game will 
turn into a lopsided clunker. 
 
In their seven Super Bowl outings, Denver’s games have produced a whopping average margin of victory 
of 24.3 points. That’s nearly two touchdowns worse than the 12.6 average winning margin in all the 
other championship deciders. Of the 10 teams that have played in at least five Super Bowls, only the 
Raiders at 22 points come close to Denver in serving up such boredom on Super Bowl Sunday. 
 
Just two years ago, the Broncos served up their latest Super Bowl stinker, losing 43-8 to the Seahawks in 
a game that had been hotly anticipated as a matchup between Denver’s No. 1 offense led by Peyton 
Manning, against Seattle’s No. 1 defense. That rout brought back memories of John Elway’s Super Bowl 
struggles in the 1980s when Denver lost games by 19, 32 and 45 points, including the worst-ever 55-10 
loss to the 49ers in Super Bowl XXIV. 
 
Prior to Elway’s arrival, the Broncos lost Super Bowl XII to the Cowboys by 17. Even when they’ve won 
the big game, the Broncos have provided few thrills, routing the Falcons 34-19 in Super Bowl XXXIII. The 
team’s 31-24 win over the Packers in Super Bowl XXXII, however, wasn’t decided until the closing 
moments. 
 
It’s not merely the fact that the Broncos are playing that trouble those hoping for a barnburner. The 
Carolina Panthers opened as a four-point favorite. In 17 Super Bowls featuring a favorite between 3 and 
6 points, the average margin of victory has been 14.6 points, or more than two touchdowns, according 
to Spreadapedia. That includes the Broncos’ 42-10 loss to the Redskins in Super Bowl XXII. 
 

 



How $110M and Elway scouting genius built monstrous 
Broncos 
By Brian Costello 
New York Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos came to New York for the Super Bowl two years ago with a high-octane offense piloted by 
Peyton Manning. They rode that unit, which featured receivers Demaryius Thomas and Eric Decker, all 
the way to MetLife Stadium and Super Bowl XLVIII … where they got destroyed by the Seahawks. 
 
Seattle had the No. 1 defense in football that year, and on an unseasonably warm day in East 
Rutherford, the Seahawks smoked the Broncos and their top-ranked offense, 43-8, with a defense that 
was relentless and so fast it made the Broncos look as if they were playing underwater. 
 
Perhaps it was that day Broncos top executive John Elway, the old quarterback, figured out he needed 
to build a team that relied on defense rather than offense. 
 
Mission accomplished. 
 
The Broncos will return to the Super Bowl against the Panthers in two weeks with a ferocious defense 
that was on display Sunday in the AFC Championship game against the Patriots. After finishing No. 1 in 
the NFL in total defense, pass defense and sacks this season, the Broncos defense showed it was for real 
against Tom Brady. Denver sacked Brady four times, 2.5 from Von Miller, and hit him 23 times, the most 
any quarterback has been hit in the NFL this season. 
 
“We were able to put pressure on him, even when we dropped eight into coverage,” Elway said. “I 
thought we really got him out of sync at times. It was just the way you need to play a guy like Brady, a 
team like that, that’s done so much. You have to get them off schedule.” 
 
Denver’s defense is a credit to Elway, who has been building it since he joined the front office in 2011. 
He has done it in multiple ways — drafting, finding players passed over by other teams and spending big 
in free agency. While he has missed on some of his offensive choices, he has been close to perfect on 
defense. 
 
Some of the pieces were in place in February 2014, when they took on the Seahawks, but they were 
either injured that day or developing. But Elway must have seen something that day against the 
Seahawks on both sides of the ball. His defense was no match for Russell Wilson and the Seahawks, but 
Seattle’s defense showed the blueprint for dominating. With hard hits and crazy speed, Seattle shut 
down Manning and Co., scoring a defensive touchdown and a safety. 
 
Miller watched that game from the sideline after tearing his ACL two months earlier. The No. 2-overall 
pick by Elway in 2011, Miller showed how disruptive he can be Sunday, when he made Brady look worse 
than that courtroom sketch artist did. 
 
Chris Harris Jr. also watched that game with a torn ACL he suffered a few weeks earlier. The cornerback 
showed Elway could find hidden talent. He was signed as an undrafted free agent out of Kansas in July 
2011 and has become a key piece in the Broncos defense after studying under Champ Bailey in his early 
years. 



 
Elway found some other gems beyond the first round of the 2012 draft with defensive ends Derek Wolfe 
(second round) and Malik Jackson (fifth round) and linebacker Danny Trevathan (sixth round). Trevathan 
was taken with a pick acquired by Elway from the Jets in the Tim Tebow trade. 
 
After the trouncing by the Seahawks, Elway got really aggressive. He committed $110 million in 24 hours 
in March 2014 for cornerback Aqib Talib, safety T.J. Ward and defensive end DeMarcus Ware. Those 
three have looked like wise investments as Ware complements Miller on the other side of the pass rush, 
Talib can lock down a receiver and Ward delivers vicious hits. 
 
The last piece of the puzzle was defensive coordinator Wade Phillips, who was hired this year on Gary 
Kubiak’s staff. The veteran coach has transformed a good defense into a dominating one, switching from 
a 4-3 to a 3-4. Phillips has turned the Broncos’ pass rush loose. Just ask Brady, who looked shell-shocked 
Sunday. 
 
Two years ago the Broncos relied on their quarterback. Now, they rely on terrorizing the other team’s. 

  



Peyton Manning leaves Brady, Montana in dust with 1 
more win 
By Steve Serby 
New York Post 
January 25, 2016 
 
He can’t go to Santa Clara and lose a Super Bowl for the third straight time. Peyton Manning has to beat 
Cam Newton in Super Bowl 50. 
 
If he does, if he becomes the oldest quarterback, at 39, to start and win a Super Bowl, if he becomes the 
first quarterback to win two Super Bowls with two different franchises, combined with his five league 
MVPs, plus the most career passing yards and most wins by a quarterback, he will reignite the Great 
Debate with Tom Brady (and Joe Montana) supporters as Greatest Of All Time (G.O.A.T). 
 
If championships are your be-all and end-all, then Brady (or Montana) will still get your vote. They have 
four rings, and the best Manning can do is hoist his second Lombardi Trophy. 
 
On the other hand, Dan Marino doesn’t have a single ring on his fingers, and in virtually all corners is 
considered a better quarterback than Terry Bradshaw, who has four. 
 
Manning has in his hands the chance to quiet those who have diminished him as merely the greatest 
regular-season quarterback in NFL history. A second championship would go a long way toward 
dimming the light on what would be his 14-13 postseason record. 
 
But remember, many of those indignities came early in his career against Bill Belichick. Brady, 11-6 
overall against Manning, never had to win a chess match with Belichick. 
 
Manning backers now can point to the fact he has beaten Brady in their last two AFC Championship 
game showdowns and is 3-2 overall against him in the playoffs. 
 
While Brady has been together his entire career with Belichick, Manning has gotten to the Super Bowl 
with four different head coaches — Tony Dungy, Jim Caldwell, John Fox and now Gary Kubiak. 
 
Manning will be the sentimental favorite against Newton, a classic old-school versus new-school 
matchup. Newton, 26, is an athletic marvel in his prime who loves to preen and dab. Manning is the 
broken-down warhorse with the plantar fascia left foot who rallied off his football death bed for this 
chance to ride off into the sunset the way John Elway did. Life doesn’t begin at 40 for NFL quarterbacks, 
not even for Hall of Fame quarterbacks. 
 
Manning will be looking to redeem himself after the 43-8 beatdown the Seahawks administered in Super 
Bowl XLVIII in his little brother’s stadium. It won’t be easy against a Panthers defense that clawed Carson 
Palmer and takes no prisoners and refuses to stop playing the respect card. One last time, Manning will 
be facing a defense that will dare him to win the game. 
 
Manning will try to play the part of Muhammad Ali in Zaire against the young George Foreman in this 
one, try to Rope-a-Dope his way to the Lombardi Trophy against Newton. 
 



He’ll have 13 days to pick Eli’s brain about the Panthers. Eli threw four TDs with one interception in a 38-
35 loss to Carolina last month. If Peyton’s lucky, all the Odell Beckham Jr. questions certain to be lobbed 
at Josh Norman next week will serve as a distraction. Just as importantly, he’ll have 13 days to allow his 
body to rest. 
 
Brady remains the leader in the G.O.A.T. clubhouse even though Montana was 4-0 in Super Bowls 
because of his sustained excellence. Brady is easily the greatest 38-year-old quarterback of all time. One 
for the thumb would have sealed G.O.A.T. honors for him, and may very well one day. 
 
But if Manning can pull this off in what will be his swan song in a Broncos uniform and hopefully for his 
sake in any uniform after missing two months at his age, I reserve the right to change my mind. The old 
goat will be back in the G.O.A.T. debate. 
 
And if he wins Super Bowl 50, he’ll win my vote. 
  



Peyton Manning vs. Ron Rivera: What has changed 
since Super Bowl XLI? 
By David Haugh 
Chicago Tribune 
January 25, 2016 
 
The last time Ron Rivera tried to outsmart Peyton Manning with the Super Bowl on the line, he studied 
acting. 
 
Rivera, the Bears defensive coordinator opposite Manning's Colts nine years ago in Super Bowl XLI, 
devoted countless hours to watching television broadcasts of Colts games, in addition to the coach's 
tape, to clue into any of the quarterback's pre-snap cues. 
 
I still remember Rivera marveling during a pre-Super Bowl media session in Miami at how difficult it 
would be to determine whether there was any meaning behind Manning's many gestures. 
 
"As he moves down the line and turns and talks to his guys, our guys have to understand that's just part 
of the choreographed motion he has, (but) when he's set, you better be ready," Rivera said then. "With 
his ability to make adjustments, he can kill you." 
 
And Manning did just that, killing the Bears slowly and earning Most Valuable Player honors in a 29-17 
victory. He completed 25 of 38 passes for 247 yards and a touchdown — taking advantage of a Bears 
miscommunication in the secondary — as the Colts offense gashed Rivera's defense for 430 total yards. 
 
Manning again stands between Rivera and an NFL title, but things are much different this time as 
Rivera's Panthers prepare for the Broncos in Super Bowl 50. For one, Manning will be the oldest 
quarterback to start a Super Bowl, and he fools people at the line — and in the pocket — much less 
frequently than he did in his prime. 
 
But the biggest difference for Rivera will be the ability to rely on his own star quarterback, Cam Newton, 
rather than live or die on defense alone. That just wasn't the case Feb. 4, 2007, when Rex Grossman 
started for the Bears opposite the Colts and Manning. The potential for offensive explosiveness on his 
own team promises to make this Super Bowl buildup much different for Rivera. In Carolina, Newton's 
law is to expect greatness. 
 
Rivera doesn't necessarily need his Panthers defense to play the perfect game against Manning, as he 
needed with the Bears. With Newton playing at an MVP level, the pressure rests on Von Miller and the 
Broncos defense to dominate the game and carry the offense the way it did in the AFC championship 
victory over the Patriots. Isn't it odd for Manning to play in a Super Bowl in which his opponent gets the 
edge at quarterback? 
 
That said, nobody expects the Panthers to underestimate Manning, not with Rivera likely still scarred 
from their last encounter on football's largest stage. How intriguing that the Panthers defense resembles 
the one Rivera coached with the Bears, especially up front. There will be much conversation this week 
surrounding the '85 Bears, given Rivera's role as a linebacker on that historic unit, but in relation to his 
current defense, a more apt comparison is to the '06 Bears. 
 



It starts with middle linebacker Luke Kuechly, whose athleticism in the 4-3 alignment allows him to make 
plays to save his defense the way Brian Urlacher used to for the Bears. Weak-side linebacker Thomas 
Davis, who will try to play despite a broken forearm, complements Kuechly similar to how Lance Briggs 
did to Urlacher. 
 
Up front, when Rivera sees disruptive tackles Kawann Short and Star Lotulelei wreaking havoc, you 
wonder if it reminds him of how Tommie Harris and Tank Johnson did it for him with the Bears. 
Cornerback Josh Norman even emerged as a Pro Bowler with the Panthers, similar to how Nathan 
Vasher did with the Bears. Cornerback Charles Tillman, who will miss the Super Bowl with an injury, is 
another common thread connecting both teams. 
 
Da Panthers defense has a definitive Chicago accent. The sports scene in Charlotte also has something to 
amuse Chicagoans, what with the city's NBA team led by a Bulls legend and its NFL team coached by an 
'85 Bear. To more of our provincial delight, the big game will carry a distinct local flavor too. 
 
Both head coaches — Gary Kubiak of the Broncos and Rivera — replaced John Fox; Rivera in Carolina in 
2011 and Kubiak in Denver a year ago. Fox took both teams to the Super Bowl, so it would be unfair to 
cast aspersions on his tenures with the Panthers or Broncos. Without question, he made both 
organizations better. But one of Fox's previous employers will make history he wanted to make there, 
and only he knows how that feels. 
 
It's a copycat league, but the Bears have no plans to fire Fox tomorrow morning and start making plans 
to play in the 2017 Super Bowl. Though I did hear from several optimistic fans who took solace in Fox's 
former teams squaring off in Santa Clara, Calif., and wondering if that meant the Bears might be only 
one move away from the Super Bowl. 
  



Denver Broncos turn their attention to Panthers’ Cam 
Newton 
By Rick Bonnell 
Charlotte Observer 
January 25, 2016 
 
Someone asked Denver Broncos cornerback Aqib Talib who he’d compare to Carolina Panthers 
quarterback Cam Newton. 
 
No one, actually. 
 
“Super unique. I’ve never seen anybody who is that size,” Talib said at the team’s training facility 
Monday. “(He) probably could play any position in the NFL that (he) wanted to. He’s definitely a unique 
player. Like I said, he’s probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now.” 
 
The Broncos have the top defense in the NFL. The Panthers have the top offense this season. The 
Broncos just beat a future Hall of Fame quarterback Sunday in the New England Patriots’ Tom Brady. 
 
But Brady is a relatively immobile pocket passer on a team with no real running game. The Panthers 
have a top running back in Jonathan Stewart plus an X-factor in 6-foot-5, 245-pound Newton. 

As Talib said, no other quarterback plays quite like Newton but the Broncos haven’t played a 
quarterback even somewhat similar since Week 7 when they beat the Green Bay Packers’ Aaron 
Rodgers. 

“He’s throwing the ball amazing right now and you know what he can do with his legs,” Talib said. 

Newton’s uniqueness won’t just test how well Denver’s defense plays in Super Bowl 50, but also how 
that defense does its job. 

“You have to be able to get pressure on him, but you have to be decisive on how you’re rushing,” said 
veteran outside linebacker DeMarcus Ware. “You can’t be a wild rusher with big, wide B-gaps or let him 
run in the A-gap and do what he wants to do because he’s actually a running back himself. He can get 
yards and make big plays so you have to make sure the pocket is tight when you’re rushing against him, 
but you still have to be aggressive.” 

The Broncos demonstrated how aggressive their pass rush is in the 20-18 victory over the Patriots. They 
sacked Brady four times and hit him a remarkable 20 times among New England’s 77 offensive plays. 

The biggest factor in that pass rush was linebacker Von Miller, who had 2 1/2 sacks and an interception. 
Newton and Miller were the first and second overall picks in the 2011 NFL draft. 

Miller has always had exceptional talent, but he lacked the maturity early in his NFL career to maximize 
his ability. That changed in part because Ware signed with the Broncos in 2014 after nine seasons with 
the Dallas Cowboys. 

Ware became Miller’s mentor, and Miller is now among the top defensive players in the NFL. 



“Von was going through some things off the field, but you have to understand that sometimes you’re 
young for a while and you have to grow up,” Ware said. 

“(I) was one of those guys that Von needed to lean on and trust. I treat Von just like my brother. It’s just 
a great opportunity to play with him. When you get a guy to come to you in the meeting room and say, 
‘Hey, remember when you wore those white sleeves and white gloves? That’s the reason why I wore 
them in college,’ or, ‘That’s the reason why I wear it now in the NFL.’ That means a lot to me.” 

Ware said he owed the game a favor of sorts because former Cowboys defensive end Greg Ellis took the 
same sort of interest in him when Ware was a young pro. 

“He was a guy that I really looked up to,” Ware said. “He was showing me how to do a lot of the hand 
moves and mixed martial arts and he told me, ‘You can be an athlete, but you have to be an all-around 
leader. You have to be one of those kinds of guys where you have to be a technician.’ He taught me a lot 
of things. I see how much that helped me out, especially when I was younger.” 

  



Super Bowl 50: What the Big Game Looks Like 
By Adam Chandler 
The Atlantic 
January 25, 2016 
 
In the pantheon of cherished American institutions, one of the only things greater than the sports cliché 
is the Super Bowl spectacle. Fortunately, this year’s match-up between the Carolina Panthers and the 
Denver Broncos offers more space for both to flourish than in recent years. 
 
Consider the quarterback and the narrative of old-versus-young 
 
Denver is led by Peyton Manning, the 39-year-old ailing and aging all-time great. Born during the Gerald 
Ford administration, Manning remains the aw-shucks embodiment of the humble and serious signal 
caller: winner of five MVP awards, possessor of the all-time NFL records for passing touchdowns and 
passing yards, and now a hobbling relic. Manning overcame a terrible regular season to make an unlikely 
(and likely final) return to the Super Bowl with a tense, two-point win against the defending champion 
New England Patriots. He is the first quarterback to reach the Super Bowl under four different coaches. 
 
Carolina features Cam Newton, who was born in the era of the elder George Bush and is the favorite to 
be the NFL’s most valuable player this year. Newton can run and pass; his style is frequently 
characterized as “flashy” and his end-zone dances inspire mothers to write screeds in major 
newspapers. Before Carolina manhandled the Arizona Cardinal 49-15 on Sunday to reach February’s big 
game, Newton was taking pictures with Future and Jeezy. 
 
Defense wins championships, et cetera 
 
Manning knows how to win, and Newton had the best season of anyone in football, but stellar defenses 
are huge parts of why Carolina and Denver are in the Super Bowl. 
 
Denver was the NFL’s top-ranked defense this year, which proved itself again on Sunday by knocking 
down Patriots quarterback Tom Brady 20 times, the most times any quarterback was hit in a game this 
year. All of the Broncos’ Pro-Bowl selections were on the defensive side, with cornerbacks Chris Harris 
and Aqib Talib and linebackers Von Miller and DeMarcus Ware leading the way. 
 
Carolina is blessed with offense, but also boasts the league’s sixth-best defense. More impressive than 
its defensive ranking in yards and points allowed is its ability to force turnovers. The Panthers’ 
opponents turned the ball over on nearly 20 percent of their offensive drives this season, the best in the 
league. On Sunday, Arizona lost the ball a shocking seven times. 
 
Call it “Super Bowl 50,” not “Super Bowl L” 
 
The circus that envelops the country’s biggest sporting event has the potential to be even more frenzied 
than in previous years. The game will be the first Super Bowl ever held at Levi’s Stadium in Santa Clara, 
California, in the heart of Silicon Valley. 
 
Predictably, even though Super Bowl tickets are never cheap, prices are already surging to record-level 
prices. As CNN notes, the average resale price for a single ticket is $5,178, which at this point is a five-
year high. 
 



Then, there’s Coldplay, the polarizing, snoozy pick for the Super Bowl halftime show. As my colleague 
Spencer Kornhaber argued back in December, the selection was inevitable: 
 
The truth is that the Super Bowl halftime show is America’s last great monocultural musical moment, 
and it’s mostly helpful as a thought experiment to help figure out which acts can legitimately be called 
superstars—and moreover, which kind of acts. 
 
The choice, he adds, “is further confirmation that in the category of relevant, still-going, culture-uniting, 
newish rock-and-roll bands, Coldplay’s close to all we’ve got.” Just in case, Beyonce and Bruno Mars will 
be there too. 
 
Perhaps most representative of the NFL’s quest for the broadest possible appeal, as The New York Times 
notes, Super Bowl 50 is the first big game to not be referred to by its Roman numeral since the fourth 
Super Bowl. 
 
What’s so bad about Super Bowl L? The league promises “the numerals will return next season for Super 
Bowl LI.” 
 
  



Tom Brady was hit more Sunday than any other 
quarterback this season 
By PJ Wright 
Boston.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Tom Brady didn’t get the protection he needed on Sunday. 
 
The Patriots quarterback was sacked four times and hit a season-high 20 times by the Denver Broncos in 
their 20-18 loss in the AFC Championship game. He was hit almost twice as much as his previous season 
high, 12. In addition, those 20 hits were the most any NFL quarterback has taken in a single game all 
year, according to the Boston Globe. 
 
The Broncos defense has been outstanding this season, allowing the fewest amount of yards per game 
(283.1) and ranked first in the NFL in sacks per game (3.25). 
  



La Vergne's 'Snacks' Myers has chance at Super Bowl 
ring 
By Tom Kreager 
Daily News Journal 
January 25, 2016 
 
Former La Vergne football standout Robert Myers will get a chance to win a Super Bowl ring in his rookie 
season with the Denver Broncos. 
 
Myers, who was selected by the Baltimore Ravens in the fifth round of the 2015 NFL draft out of 
Tennessee State, was picked up by the Broncos on Dec. 30 to fill out their 53-man roster. 
 
"It was exciting to see him go as a rookie," said La Vergne senior Chris Myers, Robert Myers' younger 
brother. "We talked before he left (for the Broncos) about it." 
 
The Broncos face the Carolina Panthers on Feb. 7 in Super Bowl 50 in Santa Clara, Calif. 
 
Robert Myers is a backup guard  for the Broncos. 
 
Chris Myers, who has committed to MTSU as a defensive end, said he probably won't be going to the 
game. But his parents are likely headed to the Super Bowl. 
 
Robert Myers, a 6-foot-5, 335-pound athlete, played at Tennessee State after graduating from La Vergne 
High in 2010. At TSU, Robert Myers picked up the nickname "Snacks." 
 
TSU coach Rod Reed gave Robert Myers the nickname after watching him eat all kinds of smaller food 
items in the cafeteria as a freshman. That came even before the team was served its main meal. 
 
Robert Myers spent five days on the Indianapolis Colts' 53-man roster in September after they claimed 
him off waivers from the Ravens following the cut to 53 players. The Colts later waived Robert Myers 
and he rejoined the Ravens on their practice squad. 
 
He was named to the All-Ohio Valley Conference second team after his senior season in 2014. 
  



Expert says stadium naming rights contributing to 
Sports Authority’s reported financial trouble 
By Ashley Michels 
FOX 31 Denver 
January 25, 2016 
 
Sports Authority is reportedly having major financial troubles. The Englewood-based chain missed a $21 
million dollar interest payment last week prompting concerns over the company’s future. 
 
Business insiders are reporting that Sports Authority is thinking about bankruptcy and closing some of its 
stores across the country. None of that is for sure, but if the rumors are true, local marketing and 
financial experts think they may know why. 
 
Depending on how long you’ve lived in Denver, you either call it “Mile High,” “Invesco Field” or, by its 
real name, “Sports Authority Field at Mile High.” The  sporting goods chain bought the naming rights to 
the home of the Denver Broncos in 2011. 
 
“It was really a reaction to Dick’s Sporting Goods kind of coming into their market,” explained Metro 
State University Marketing Professor Darrin Duber-Smith. 
 
Duber-Smith said at the time, marketing analysts saw it as a $60 million gamble. 
 
“There was a lot of talk about whether or not the company could afford it,” he said. 
 
Now, five years later, Sports Authority has missed its scheduled debt payment. Duber-Smith thinks it 
could be linked to the stadium gamble that likely didn’t pay off. 
 
“You’ve got to have a lot more than just a name on a stadium. You’ve got to have a lot more in your 
budget to leverage, to activate that sponsorship and be able to maximize the value the company can 
potentially get out of it,”Duber-Smith said. 
 
Since Invesco Field became Sports Authority Field at Mile High, online shopping has exploded. 
 
The phenomenon also likely cut into Sports Authority’s sales over the last five years, leaving less money 
to stimulate their biggest sponsorship. 
 
“Just because people know your name doesn’t mean they’re not going to go to REI the next day instead 
of Sports Authority,” Duber-Smith said. 
 
With all eyes on the Super Bowl bound Denver Broncos though, Sports Authority could get a bump in 
the right direction. 
 
“Having a few mentions might help in the short run but in the long run they’re going to need more 
money to shore up operations in other markets,” he said. 
 
The biggest question is still, what effect, if any, could Sports Authority’s financial health have on the 
name of the Broncos' stadium? The company has a contract to retain the name through 2021 as long as 
they continue to make their yearly $6 million payments. 



Broncos fan honors late wife by painting Wisconsin 
home 
By CNN Wire 
FOX 31 Denver 
January 25, 2016 
 
Deep in the heart of Packers Country, sits a home that doesn’t fit in. Coated not in Packers green and 
gold, but in orange and blue, complete with a Denver Broncos logo on the roof. 
 
The house belongs to Sheboygan’s Donald Kober, a self-proclaimed Broncos fanatic. 
 
“It took about a year altogether,” says Kober. “It was a lot of work, I stripped everything before I 
painted, so it would last.” 
 
He’s heard it all, from neighbors who pass by. 
 
“You’d be surprised with what i hear mostly, it’s all good!” 
 
But as it turns out, the final colors were not part of the original plan. But just like his favorite sport of 
football, life can be tough to predict. 
 
“When we started painting, my wife was diagnosed with cancer,” says Kober. “The last three and a half 
months of her being here were rough, she didn’t get to see the finished product.” 
 
In the months after her passing, Kober began adding orange, a tribute to his wife’s favorite team. The 
pair were also Packer fans, and were dreaming of a Broncos Packers Super Bowl rematch. 
 
“I should have done the alley side in the back of the house green and gold,” says Kober. “Then I wouldn’t 
have to explain to everybody that I’m a Packers fan too” 
 
His house has attracted visitors from across the country, who stop to drop off Broncos memorabilia and 
snap pictures. Every time it happens, he’s reminded of why he painted the house, a moving tribute to his 
late wife. 
 
“My wife’s on my mind every day. Every day I miss her a whole lot. She’d like it, i know she’d like it.” 
  



Denver Police already laying security plans for the city 
for day of Super Bowl 50 
By Russell Haythorn 
ABC 7 Denver 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Denver Police Department is already making plans for Super Bowl Sunday. 
 
The DPD said it can't discuss numbers, but fans will certainly notice an increased police presence 
downtown on game day. 
 
"The Denver Police Department has a lot of experience in creating security plans for really large-scale 
events," said DPD spokesman, Doug Schepman. "So, over the next couple of weeks – we’ll be fine tuning 
the details to make sure that we have the right resources deployed to the right parts of town." 
 
In 1998, after the Broncos won the first of two back-to-back Super Bowls, rioters trashed parts of 
Larimer and 16th streets. Police used tear gas and pepper spray to try to control the unruly, destructive 
crowds who even rolled a few vehicles. 
 
"(Fans) are going to notice an increased police presence downtown," said Schepman. "Officers are going 
to be visible. And it’s not to be disruptive. It’s to help ensure that there’s a safe environment for people 
to come downtown, gather, watch the game and have fun." 
 
Businesses like Ocean Prime in Larimer Square, welcomed that strategy.  
 
"We are certain everybody’s going to have that feeling of comfort knowing there’s going to be that 
bumped up security to help with anything," said Erika Clum, private dining coordinator for Ocean Prime. 
  



Brady, Peyton have remarkably similar postseason stats 
By Michael David Smith 
Pro Football Talk 
January 26, 2016 
 
In the debate over which quarterback has had the greater career, Tom Brady or Peyton Manning, the 
postseason stats are remarkably similar. 
 
Passer rating, the NFL’s flawed but still useful formula to put one number on a quarterback’s all-around 
passing performance, gives Manning a career postseason mark of 88.1. Brady’s career postseason passer 
rating is 88.0. 
 
Less than one percentage point separates the two quarterbacks’ career postseason completion 
percentages: Manning has completed 63.35 percent of his postseason passes, while Brady has 
completed 62.38 percent of his postseason passes. 
 
Brady and Manning are 1-2 in NFL history in postseason attempts, completions and yards. Brady has 
thrown 1,183 passes in the playoffs while Manning has thrown 1,004. No one else has even thrown 800. 
Brady has completed 738 passes in the postseason while Manning has completed 636. No one else has 
completed even 500. Brady has 7,957 passing yards in the postseason while Manning has 7,198. No one 
else even has 6,000 postseason passing yards. 
 
Brady has 56 postseason touchdowns and 28 interceptions. Manning has 40 postseason touchdowns 
and 24 interceptions. Manning has averaged 7.17 yards per passing attempt in the postseason. Brady 
has averaged 6.73. 
 
Which player has played better in the playoffs? Statistically, it’s a wash. 

  



Broncos choose to wear white in Super Bowl 
By Mike Florio 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
Like two years ago, the Broncos are in the Super Bowl. Like two years ago, the Broncos are the home 
team in the Super Bowl. 
 
Unlike two years ago, the Broncos won’t be wearing their orange jerseys during the Super Bowl. 
 
Via the Associated Press, the Broncos have chosen to wear white in Super Bowl 50. G.M. John Elway 
explained the decision in simple terms. 
 
“We’ve had Super Bowl success in our white uniforms,” Elway said. 
 
They’ve had equal success in their blue uniforms, winning one to cap the 1997 season in blue and one to 
end 1998 in white. But they’ve struggled in orange, losing to the Cowboys (1977), Washington (1987), 
San Francisco (1989), and Seattle (2013) wearing the blend of red and yellow. 
 
And so it’s likely more about not wearing orange (0-4) than wearing white, in which the Broncos are 1-1, 
the jersey color when losing to the Giants in 1986. 
 
To the extent that any of this matters (and it doesn’t), the Panthers may welcome the chance not to 
wear white. Twelve years ago, they lost their only Super Bowl appearance in white jerseys. 
  



Broncos win underscores importance of No. 1 seed 
By Mike Florio 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
Not long ago, having the top seed in the postseason was viewed as more of a curse than a blessing, with 
the best regular-season teams routinely losing at home in the postseason. Since 2013, however, winning 
the top spot in a conference has resulted in a ticket to the Super Bowl for all six teams that have 
emerged in the pole position after 16 regular-season games. 
 
Sunday’s game between the Broncos and Patriots demonstrated the importance of earning home-field 
advantage. Few doubt that, if the game had been played at Gillette Stadium, the Patriots easily would 
have won. 
 
Indeed, a year ago the Broncos knew they’d have to hit the road in the AFC title game against the 
Patriots, and that apparently played a role in the Broncos not qualifying for it. 
 
“I feel like guys kind of looked over the Colts,” receiver Demaryius Thomas said in a Super Bowl-week 
visit to PFT Live. “You had guys always talking the night before the game, you had, ‘Oh, I don’t want to 
go to New England and play New England.’ And I think that was one of the big things.” 
 
This year, New England had to play the Broncos in Denver, where quarterback Tom Brady previously had 
a record of 2-6 before Sunday. His record there is now 2-7, after the Broncos did what they would have 
had a much harder time doing in Massachusetts. 
 
Ultimately, the Patriots have only themselves to blame for not hosting the AFC Championship. Even 
after losing to the Broncos to end a 10-0 streak to start the season, the Patriots needed only to win one 
of their last two — at the Jets or at the Dolphins — to nail down the top seed. But the team that has 
owned the AFC East stumbled against both of their division rivals, which reconfirms the importance of 
taking care of business in their own backyard. 
 
For the other three teams that routinely compete with the Patriots, the back-to-back losses to end the 
regular season could be the long-awaited opening for a shot at ending New England’s hammerlock on 
the AFC East. Or maybe the Patriots will be even more determined to parlay 6-0 in the division into 
being the top dog among the six teams that make it to the playoffs. 
  



Kubiak, Daniels praise Vernon Davis, who had no 
catches on Sunday 
By Mike Florio 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
When the Broncos made a deadline deal for tight end Vernon Davis, many assumed he’d be in position 
to contribute significantly late in the regular season and during the postseason. And, of course, Davis 
hasn’t had a catch since December 20, when he made one reception for five yards against Pittsburgh. 
 
He was invisible in the divisional-round rematch with the Steelers, and Davis likewise had no statistics on 
Sunday. On Monday, however, coach Gary Kubiak and tight end Owen Daniels separately praised David 
for . . . for . . . for, well, something. 
 
“I think he only played somewhere between 12 and 15 plays yesterday, but just the fact that we’ve been 
able to get back to some two [tight end formations] and those types of things which kind of left us for a 
period of time through injury has helped us out,” Kubiak told reporters on Monday. 
 
“It’s been great,” Daniels told reporters. “Having Vernon here, obviously he’s a super-dynamic player 
who has been playing really well for a long time. Having him around, it’s allowed us to do more stuff, 
more tight end, getting us on the field more, doing more two-tight end stuff. To have three guys that are 
really interchangeable out there, he’s been a great asset for us.” 
 
Sorry, but a pass-catching tight end who catches no passes isn’t a “great asset.” He’s not an asset at all. 
But after giving up sixth-round picks in 2016 and 2017 in exchange for Davis and a seventh-round pick in 
2016, the Broncos can’t say, “Well, we sure blew that one.” 
 
Whatever the reason, it simply hasn’t happened for Davis in Denver. And as the top-10 pick in 2006 
approaches free agency for the first time in his career, it’s hard to imagine that anything will happen for 
him on the open market. 
 
Before then, he possibly will earn a Super Bowl ring, for contributions far different than those he made 
to the 49ers three years ago. This time around, Davis is basically a warm body at the tight end position 
who allows the Broncos to have two tight ends on the field at the same time, as if no other tight ends 
are available. 

  



NFL: Tablet issue in Denver was a network cable 
malfunction 
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
In the first quarter of the AFC championship game, CBS reported that the Microsoft tablet computers 
used by NFL teams on the sideline were not working for the Patriots. 
 
The issue was resolved a short time later with Microsoft releasing a statement saying that it was an issue 
with the network rather than with the tablets themselves. NFL spokesman Brian McCarthy released a 
statement from the league on Monday saying the same thing. 
 
“Near the end of the 1st quarter, we experienced an infrastructure issue on the Patriots sideline that 
impacted still photos for the coaching tablets. The issue was identified as a network cable malfunction 
and was resolved during the 2nd quarter.  The issue was not caused by the tablets or the software that 
runs on the tablets. We have experienced no issues with the tablets this season. Any issues were 
network related.” 
 
Patriots coach Bill Belichick was asked about the outage during a Monday press conference and said it 
wasn’t a big deal for the team. 
 
“It is what it is. It is what it is,” Belichick said. “It’s a pretty common problem. We have ways of playing, 
working through it. There’s really nothing you can do. It’s not like the headsets where the other side is 
really affected. You deal with what you deal with, and we’ve had it at home, we’ve had it on the road. 
Other teams have had it. It’s a fairly common problem. That didn’t affect the outcome of the game. I 
mean, no way, but it’s just part of it. Sometimes they work. Sometimes they don’t.” 
 
The NFL is testing a new wireless communication system for coaches at the Pro Bowl in hopes of 
avoiding the problems in that area that cropped up at times this season. 

  



Talib: Cam “probably the most dangerous QB in the NFL 
right now” 
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos have emerged as the last team standing in the AFC, which means they’ll be in Santa Clara 
on February 7 to take on the Panthers. 
 
That means taking on quarterback Cam Newton, who threw for two scores and ran for two others in 
Sunday’s 49-15 rout of the Cardinals in the kind of performance that’s made him the favorite to be 
named the league’s MVP. Broncos coach Gary Kubiak said Monday that Newton will “very much be a 
different type of look” for the team’s defense and it’s one that cornerback Aqib Talib is taking seriously. 
 
“He’s probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now,” Talib said, via the Denver Post. 
 
Talib went on to call Newton “super unique,” which may include an unnecessary modifier but seems a 
pretty apt description of a player who now has 38 passing touchdowns and 12 rushing touchdowns 
across the regular season and playoffs. None of those came against an excellent Broncos defense and 
both sides will be spending the next two weeks trying to find an edge that previous opponents have 
struggled to discover this season. 

  



Ron Rivera: Panthers expecting Thomas Davis to play 
By Darin Gantt 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
Panthers linebacker Thomas Davis had surgery to repair his broken arm this morning, and coach Ron 
Rivera said the expectation is that their spiritual leader will be on the field against the Broncos in 13 
days. 
 
“If all goes well, it should be something he’ll be able to play with,” Rivera told reporters, though he 
didn’t know the details of what Davis had done. 
 
It’s likely a plate was installed, and he’ll try to play while wearing a cast to protect his right arm. 
 
But Davis isn’t the only concern the Panthers had to deal with after yesterday’s game. 
 
Safety Roman Harper left the game after getting hit in the eye during a collision with teammate Luke 
Kuechly. Fullback Mike Tolbert is being evaluated for a knee injury he suffered late in the game. 
 
Center Ryan Kalil missed a few snaps with what was announced as a knee injury, but he said after the 
game he was fine. 
 
As for veteran defensive end Jared Allen, who didn’t play last night because of a broken bone in his foot, 
Rivera said he was hopeful the time would help him recover. 
 
“Hopefully he can show me that he’s ready to roll,” Rivera said. 

  



TV ratings up for Conference Championship Sunday 
By Michael David Smith 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
The NFL saw a TV ratings increase in both time slots for Conference Championship Sunday. 
 
The early game, the Broncos’ win over the Patriots, saw a massive ratings number for what may have 
been the final chapter of the Peyton Manning–Tom Brady saga. According to Variety, the game drew a 
31.8 overnight rating, a 9 percent increase from last year’s 29.1 overnight rating for the Seahawks-
Packers early game. The 31.8 rating is the highest for an AFC Championship Game since the famous 
Broncos-Browns game in which John Elway led The Drive, 29 years ago. 
 
The later game’s rating wasn’t as strong, a 26.8 overnight, but was still up 19 percent from last year’s 
24.2 overnight rating for the Patriots-Colts game. 
 
With higher ratings in both broadcast windows, the NFL, CBS and FOX all have to be very pleased with 
the way Conference Championship Sunday played out. And with a ready-made storyline of the 
legendary Manning against the young star Cam Newton, Super Bowl 50 could be the most-watched 
television show in American history. 

  



Broncos safeties say they’ll be good to go for Super 
Bowl 
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos defense has dealt with many injuries at safety this season and that continued in Sunday 
afternoon’s AFC title game. 
 
Darian Stewart injured his knee in the third quarter and T.J. Ward aggravated an ankle injury in the 
fourth quarter, forcing both men to the sideline for the rest of the game. The Broncos, who have already 
placed Omar Bolden and David Bruton on injured reserve, adapted by playing cornerback Chris Harris at 
safety at points, something he said he’s never practiced after the game, but they’d obviously be better 
off with the safeties in the lineup. 
 
The news from the locker room was good on that front. Stewart said, via the Denver Post, that there is 
“no question” that he’ll be ready for Super Bowl 50 and Ward also said that he would be in the lineup 
against the Panthers in a little less than two weeks. 
 
Denver emerged from the 20-18 victory over the Patriots without any other serious health concerns, 
leaving the safety spot as the one to watch once injury reports start getting released next week. 

  



Broncos hit Brady more times than any quarterback has 
been hit all year 
By Mike Florio 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
Eight years ago, the Giants showed the world how to beat the Patriots: Get to Tom Brady, early, often, 
repeatedly. 
 
It’s easier said than done, since it requires defensive players with the ability to get to Brady before he 
can get rid of the ball quickly. But the Broncos did it, and did it well, on Sunday, hitting Brady 20 times, 
via Ben Volin of the Boston Globe. That’s more than any quarterback was hit in any game for the 2015 
season. 
 
It’s more than twice the number of hits the Broncos applied to Brady in a regular-season overtime win 
over New England. But that happened without receiver Julian Edelman and with tight end Rob 
Gronkowski exiting late due to a knee injury. With both Edelman and Gronkowski available this time, it 
was supposed to be better. 
 
Via Pro Football Focus, 12 of the hits came in 39 pass plays with a four-man rush. Pressure was created 
on nearly half the pass plays with only four players rushing Brady — allowing Denver’s defense to 
blanket Brady’s five options in the passing game with seven players. 
 
“We really talked about it all week that it’s going to be one of those quick-passing games,” linebacker 
DeMarcus Ware told reporters after the game. “Somebody asked me a question, they said, ‘If he gets 
the ball off in 1.9 seconds, what are you guys going to do if you can’t get any rush?’ I said, ‘Well, we’ve 
got to be a little bit faster and get there at 1.8.’ There was in the meeting last week — the game was 
going to be won in the trenches, and we said as the defensive line, we have to be able to get pressure on 
him in all situations. It might not be a sack, but we have to let him know that our presence is there. He 
felt that tonight.” 
 
Tackles Sebastian Vollmer and Marcus Cannon felt it, too, with Ware and Von Miller repeatedly beating 
them. And that will likely keep Panthers tackles Michael Oher and Mike Remmers up at night for the 
next 13 of them as a Broncos team with a much better defense heads back to the Super Bowl, intent on 
winning it this time. 
 
But it will be a different challenge for the Broncos against the Panthers, it will be harder to catch, grab, 
and knock down Cam Newton. 
 

  



Broncos defense wants to keep being viewed as 
underdogs 
By Josh Alper 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
The early line on Super Bowl 50 has the Panthers installed as 3.5-point favorites over the Broncos, 
something that doesn’t bother the Broncos defense. 
 
Well, that’s not quite true. They were bothered quite a bit at being viewed as underdogs in the AFC 
championship game — “totally disrespected,” safety T.J. Ward said — but used that as fuel for an 
excellent defensive performance against the Patriots. Ward says the team is perfectly happy to follow 
the same script heading into their matchup with the Panthers. 
 
“Hey, go ahead. We feed off that. Keep us the underdog,” Ward said. “Tell us how bad we are, and how 
we can’t cover and stop this person, and I bet we win the Super Bowl.” 
 
Regardless of who they are picking to win on February 7, it’s hard to imagine that there are going to be 
too many people who watched Denver on Sunday and came away with the feeling that they have a bad 
defense incapable of covering anyone. We’re sure the Broncos will find the few that do to keep the fires 
burning for the next two weeks, though. 

  



Report: Patriots fire offensive line coach 
By Zac Jackson 
Pro Football Talk 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Patriots have fired offensive line coach Dave DeGuglielmo, NFL Network’s Ian Rapoport reported 
Monday. 
 
DeGuglielmo joined the Patriots in 2014 following the retirement of longtime Patriots coach Dante 
Scarnecchia. DeGuglielmo had previously coached with the Dolphins, Giants and Jets. 
 
The Patriots had to shuffle personnel on their offensive line all season due to injuries. The line had 
played well before Sunday’s AFC Championship Game, when the Broncos sacked Tom Brady four times 
and recorded 20 quarterback hits, the most by any team in a game this season. 
  



Broncos sign Nick Kasa, waive Dan Light 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
The Broncos have waived tight end Dan Light and signed tight end Nick Kasa to the practice squad. 
 
Kasa, a sixth-round pick in the 2013 NFL draft by the Oakland Raiders, appeared in 16 games with one 
start in the 2013 season. He recorded one reception, a 9-yard touchdown against the Broncos in Week 
17. In seven preseason games, Kasa caught seven passes for 60 yards with one touchdown. 
 
The second-year veteran out of Colorado missed the 2014 season after tearing his ACL in August. 
 

  



Cam Newton 'most dangerous quarterback in the NFL' 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
It's hardly shocking to call 2015's MVP of the NFL (as voted by the Pro Football Writers of America) 
"probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now," as cornerback Aqib Talib said on 
Monday. 
But that's the reality. Newton, who was responsible for 45 touchdowns this season (35 passing, 10 
rushing), was a dynamic threat that helped the Panthers to a 15-1 regular season record en route to an 
NFC Championship. 
 
"He's throwing the ball amazing right now, and then you know what he can do with his legs," Talib said. 
"So he's the best of both worlds. He's probably the most dangerous quarterback in the NFL right now." 
 
"I’ve never seen anybody who is that size. You look like the typical NFL quarterback You can sit in the 
pocket and throw it, and then you can run, run wide out. You probably could play any position in the NFL 
that you wanted to. He’s definitely a unique player. Like I said, he’s probably the most dangerous 
quarterback in the NFL right now." 
 
With 13 days before Super Bowl 50, the Broncos have plenty of time to think about how they want to 
attack Newton and the Panthers offense, but DeMarcus Ware thinks they can't let up on their defensive 
aggressiveness just because Newton can be as dynamic with his arm or his legs. 
 
"I think it’s the same type of pass rush," Ware said. You can’t rush timid because if you do that, he’s one 
of those pocket quarterbacks that can get the ball deep down the field. You have to be able to get 
pressure on him, but you have to be decisive on how you’re rushing. You can’t be a wild rusher with big, 
wide B-gaps or let him run in the A-gap and do what he wants to do because he’s actually a running back 
himself. He can get yards and make big plays so you have to make sure the pocket is tight when you’re 
rushing against him, but you still have to be aggressive." 
 
What is sure is that the Broncos are happy to have an extra week to prepare for Newton's talents and 
the rest of the offense. 
 
"It’s really great how they’ve set it up to their talents offensively and what they’re doing," Head Coach 
Gary Kubiak said. "Coming off of last week for us defensively, going into this game will be very much a 
different type of look, so to speak. Yeah, we can use the extra time." 
  



Broncos to wear white uniforms in Super Bowl 50 
By Ben Swanson 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
As the designated home team, the Broncos have elected to wear their white uniforms in Super Bowl 50 
against the Carolina Panthers. The home/away designation flips by conference each year. 
 
"We’ve had Super Bowl success in our white uniforms, and we’re looking forward to wearing them again 
in Super Bowl 50," said Executive Vice President of Football Operations and General Manager John 
Elway. 
 
The Broncos won their last Super Bowl in those white jerseys in Super Bowl XXXIII during the 1998 
season. The Broncos were 6-2 on the road this year, tying a franchise record for the most road wins in a 
season. 
 
This will be the Broncos' seventh Super Bowl appearance under Owner Pat Bowlen, tying for the most in 
the NFL during his 32 years of ownership. 
  



Next-Day Notebook: Brady's Broncos nightmare, 
Daniels explains confusion 
By Staff 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
Pass rush gives Brady a physical, punishing game 
 
After facing questions all week about how they would get to quarterback Tom Brady with his infamously 
quick release that had just diced up a talented Chiefs defense to little pressure, the Broncos' pass 
rushers responded with a dominant day that saw Brady sacked four times and hit 20 times. 
 
In fact, the Broncos tallied more quarterback hits than any team since 2006, per Sports Illustrated's 
Doug Farrar. 
 
"I don't think I've ever seen anybody put that much pressure on Tom, ever," cornerback Aqib Talib said. 
"I think we did a hell of a job getting that pressure on him." 
 
The brunt of the pressure came from edge rushers Von Miller (2.5 sacks, four QB hits) and DeMarcus 
Ware (0.5 sacks, seven QB hits) and the three-technique defensive end tandem of Malik Jackson (three 
QB hits) and Derek Wolfe (one sack, four QB hits). 
 
Sometimes the pressure led to a turnover, like when Jackson closed in on Brady late in the second 
quarter, forcing Brady to float up a pass that was intercepted by safety Darian Stewart. Sometimes 
getting to Brady led to simply an incomplete pass, like on many occasions on the Patriots' final few 
drives when Brady managed to fling the ball into the turf in the direction of a receiver while a Broncos 
defender was taking him to the ground. 
 
However Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips chose to attack Brady, whether with three- or four-man 
rushes or by dialing up a blitz, the defense consistently rattled Brady into a frustrating day in which he 
completed less than half of his pass attempts. 
 
"We really talked about it all week that it’s going to be one of those quick-passing games," Ware said. 
"Somebody asked me a question, they said, ‘If he gets the ball off in 1.9 seconds, what are you guys 
going to do if you can’t get any rush?’ I said, ‘Well, we’ve got to be a little bit faster and get there at 1.8.’ 
[…] The game was going to be won in the trenches, and we said as the defensive line, we have to be able 
to get pressure on him in all situations. It might not be a sack, but we have to let him know that our 
presence is there. He felt that tonight." 
 
The pass rush's effectiveness was matched by the secondary, which held the Patriots to just 4.9 yards 
per passing play, a 32.8 percent drop from their regular season average of 7.29 yards per passing play. 
 
"They’ve got some great pass rushers," Brady said. "They’ve got interior pass rushers, they’ve got some 
outside rushers. I think you complement that with good coverage. It was just tough for us to ever get 
into a rhythm." 
 
- Ben Swanson  
 



Daniels was ready for New England trickery 
 
With 30 seconds remaining in the first half on his own 20-yard line, Brady kneeled to let time expire 
while his team ran into the locker room.  
 
The Patriots, down by eight points at the half, have always emanated an aurora of secrecy and trickery 
— something that tight end Owen Daniels was closely looking for signs of at the Broncos bench. 
 
When New England trotted to the visitor’s locker room at the half, the CBS camera found Daniels 
standing by the bench pointing. They were focused on him after he notched two touchdowns in the first 
half, but Daniels looked confused rather than confident. For almost 15 seconds, the camera was on 
Daniels as he looked across the field, pointing with his mouth agape. 
 
“Yeah, I got some comments about that on social media that I looked really confused,” Daniels said with 
a smile. 
 
On Monday when Daniels spoke to the local media, he said he got a lot of questions about what was 
going through his mind when the camera caught him before leaving the bench area. But Daniels was 
actually trying to stay on his toes in case Patriots Head Coach Bill Belichick pulled a trick out of his sleeve 
and faked heading into the locker room. It was a situation Daniels and Broncos Head Coach Gary Kubiak 
worked on last season when they were with the Baltimore Ravens. 
 
“Last year in the playoff game against Pittsburgh, we had set up a situation where—in that stadium, they 
exit right behind their bench—it was set up to where if somehow, someway we get the ball at the end of 
the half by the tunnel, that we go out with time enough where we’re just going to take a knee,” Daniels 
said. "We were going to take a knee, act like we were walking off, have them go off, come back, snap 
the ball and run for a touchdown. That was our plan. 
 
"New England has always got something up their sleeve. Kind of the same situation. Our guys were kind 
of exiting and getting away. [Kubiak] was right there doing the same thing, so I was just making sure I 
was ready to make a tackle. I was making sure they weren’t doing that, because you never know.” 
 
Daniels ended the day with two touchdowns on two receptions.  His pair of touchdowns makes him just 
the third Bronco in franchise history to catch multiple touchdowns in the playoffs. 
 
- Allie Raymond 
 
*** 
 
With the Broncos' victory, you can take advantage of the following promotions: 
 
- Papa John’s is offering the “If the Broncos win, you win!” promotion, which gives fans in Colorado 50 
percent off all orders the day after a Broncos win (home or away). 
- McDonald's is offering fans in Colorado one-dollar Big Mac sandwiches or one-dollar sausage egg 
McMuffins on Monday and 30 percent off any jersey in the Broncos team store. 
- With three touchdowns, Arby’s is offering one-dollar roast beef sandwiches. 
  



Injury Update: Darian Stewart, T.J. Ward vow to return 
for Super Bowl 
By Andrew Mason 
DenverBroncos.com 
January 25, 2016 
 
As the Broncos take three days to catch their breath and handle preparations for the non-football and 
logistical aspects of Super Bowl 50, they will also closely monitor the state of their battered secondary. 
 
Cornerback Chris Harris Jr. and safeties T.J. Ward and Darian Stewart all expect to play against the 
Carolina Panthers at Levi's Stadium on Feb. 7, but will spend plenty of time in rehabilitation. 
 
Head Coach Gary Kubiak did not have an update on their condition Monday, but said "I think they’re 
both doing pretty well today. We’ll have to take it a day at a time. I think they both have a chance of 
being there for us in two weeks, but we’ll go a day at a time and see how things work out." 
 
Ward and Stewart succumbed to ankle and knee injuries during the second half of Sunday's 20-18 AFC 
Championship win over the New England Patriots. Although both were healthy enough to stay on the 
sideline for the remainder of the game, neither could return to action, leaving Josh Bush and Shiloh Keo 
to play the rest of the way. 
 
"I just got rolled up on," Stewart said of his right knee injury. "A lineman fell on my leg and it just hurt. 
It's something that's going to take rehab, but I'll be back in two weeks." 
 
Ward suffered an ankle injury that he attempted to walk off on the sideline, but he knew he wasn't 
ready to go. 
 
"I would have done more harm than help," Ward said. "I wasn't going to do that." 
 
Both vowed to play in Santa Clara. 
 
"I'll be ready [for the Super Bowl]," Ward said. "I guarantee that." 
 
Added Stewart: "I will be [ready]. I wouldn't miss that for the world. 
 
In their absence, Bush and Keo held their own on the back end. Bush had been playing in sub packages 
throughout the game, as he did the previous four games. 
 
"I appreciate them boys, man," Stewart said. "They're real pros and smart players, and some people 
don't know about them. They're tough, and we need guys like that. I'm thankful for them. They filled in 
[well]." 
 
Keo capped his extensive workday by clinching the win with an on-side kickoff recovery. 
 
"He looked like an MLB shortstop with that one," Ward said. "Those guys, I've got a lot of respect for 
them coming off the street, learning the system and making plays whenever they're called upon." 
 



Harris even had to see a few snaps at safety in the dime package on the final series, with Kayvon 
Webster working as a third cornerback with Aqib Talib and Bradley Roby. 
 
"I had to learn safety on the run. That was very tough," Harris said. 
 
Harris played safety in his college days at Kansas, but making a quick readjustment to this role was 
something new entirely. 
 
"Joe Woods, he just came to me," Harris said. "We've got so many calls in our playbook, so I had to go 
through everything and try to remember everything. He pretty much went through every call and I had 
to learn that responsibility as fast as I could." 
 
Despite dealing with the pain from a left shoulder injury, Harris did not make his left shoulder injury 
worse -- and played more snaps (82) than anyone else on defense. 
 
"I just fought through it. I'm getting closer, but it's very hard to be physical, to just, go, lay out [and] 
tackle," Harris said. "I should be close to 100 [percent] as I can get for the Super Bowl. 
 
"I just had to deal with the pain," he added later. "I got worked on every time I came to the sideline. I 
just fought through it." 
 


