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DENVER BRONCOS vs. NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS 

Sports Authority Field at Mile High ● Sunday, Jan. 24, 2016 
 
LAMAR HUNT TROPHY PRESENTATION 
 
FORMER BRONCOS RUNNING BACK TERRELL DAVIS 
Presenting the Lamar Hunt Trophy 
“Bronco Family, let’s give a big old round of applause to your 2015 AFC Champion Broncos! And it’s my pleasure to give this 
trophy to Annabel Bowlen for Pat Bowlen: the Lamar Hunt Trophy for the AFC Champions. Here you go, Annabel.” 
 
ANNABEL BOWLEN, WIFE OF OWNER PAT BOWLEN 
Accepting the Lamar Hunt Trophy 
“On behalf of my husband, Pat, and the Bowlen Family, I want to congratulate [Broncos Executive Vice President of Football 
Operations/General Manager] John Elway, [Head] Coach [Gary] Kubiak, our players and, most importantly, the most incredible 
fans in the NFL. We are so honored to accept the Lamar Hunt Trophy and represent the AFC in Super Bowl 50. Let’s get it done 
for Pat, and go Broncos!” 
 
BRONCOS EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS/GENERAL MANAGER JOHN ELWAY 
On bringing in Kubiak and reaching the Super Bowl 
“I’ll tell you what; we couldn’t have done it without all the fans here today. Gary and his whole staff did a tremendous job, really 
stepped into a hot seat, and they proved everybody right here in the fact that he did a tremendous job.” 
 
BRONCOS HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
On defeating the New England Patriots 
“Well we have great respect for them, but the one thing we’ve done all year long is we just grind as a football team. Our fans are 
great to play for. Defensively we played our tails off all year long and found a way to win another close one.” 
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On coming back to Denver and taking them to the Super Bowl 
“It means the world to me. John gave me a chance to come back to my football home, and I’m just so proud to be part of this 
organization and this football team.” 
 
BRONCOS QB PEYTON MANNING 
On being the oldest quarterback to ever take a team to the Super Bowl 
“It’s a tremendous honor. It’s been a special four years playing here in Denver for these great fans, for this great organization. To 
be going to our second Super Bowl in four years is very special. Just an awesome effort by our entire team tonight. What an 
incredible effort by the Patriots; for us to beat that team today is a very special win.” 

 
BRONCOS HEAD COACH GARY KUBIAK 
 
On if the biggest mismatch of the game was the Broncos defensive front against the Patriots offensive line 
“I know we played great defense all day long. I think you look at both teams—two good football teams with two young offensive 
lines in a lot of ways. We just kind of—we held true to what we are. We won a lot of games this year just grinding as a football 
team, playing great defense, and we played tremendous today and making the play at the right time. Just so proud of our 
football team. We’ve got great respect for the Patriots. Great victory [and I’m] just very proud of our team.” 
 
On his immediate reaction to the win 
“It is amazing just standing out there and look up at the crowd. First off, our fans were just tremendous today. As you all well 
know, I’ve been a part of this organization for a long time in a lot of different categories, but to stand up there today as the head 
coach and be a part of [Owner] Mr. [Pat] Bowlen’s family and this organization, this football team—very proud today.” 
 
On what was going through his mind on the Patriots’ two fourth-down plays that set up their score in the final minute 
“The biggest thing, we just kept talking. ‘Okay, if they score, they’ve still got to go for two.’ So that was part of the conversation. 
We were down two safeties. There were a couple times we didn’t have enough guys on the field. We called timeout on the two-
point play because [OLB] DeMarcus [Ware] was beat up, took himself out and we weren’t going to play another play without him 
out there, not if I could help it. Just a lot of things going on. I’m trying to think about how do we go about overtime. A lot of 
things happening, but boy, defensively we were just tremendous.”  
 
On OLB Von Miller’s performance 
“You know what, he’s been that way all year. He’s been a special player, but being an Aggie, I’m really proud of him. He’s a 
special young man. I’ve known him since he was a kid. How far he’s come, the man he’s become, the player he’s become, the 
leader on this football team—and today, along with the defense, he was big time.” 
 
On if he used Ware as an example in his pregame message to the team 
“The night before the game, I always talk to the guys, but I’ll have one player address the football team before we call it a night. I 
let DeMarcus do that. I could sit here all day and talk about it, but he was just tremendous for this team. He basically told them 
how much the opportunity to possibly play for a Super Bowl meant to him and how much it meant for him to be a part of the 
team. It was very powerful.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s season 
“I’m so proud of him. I sit here and reflect on some of the meetings he and I had throughout the course of these last 10 weeks 
and some of the conversations we had. To sit there right there and talk about the opportunity we have here in two weeks—I’m 
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just so proud of him. He worked hard to get back. I knew about three weeks ago or four weeks ago through a discussion we had 
that he was ready to come back and lead this football team, and he’s done a tremendous job.” 
 
On if TE Owen Daniels was intended to be a big part of the early game plan 
“You know what, that might be easy for me to say that because he had two touchdowns, but no. They played us a certain way. 
We knew it was going to be extremely hard to run the ball, but we refused—as long as the game was the way it was, we were 
not going to run away from it, you know what I mean? We said, ‘Heck, let’s just keep pounding, keep pounding.’ But O.D. did 
make some great plays. The first drive was tremendous. After that, it was tough sledding the rest of the day, but that’s the type 
of game it was for both of us.” 
 
On Manning’s 12-yard run in the third quarter 
“That goes through all that work he was doing over the course of the last 10 weeks. He’s going to do what he has to do to win. I 
know that. I mean he’s one of the greatest competitors ever in this league. For him to take off and make that play—guys, I can’t 
tell you how he has led this group the last three weeks. It’s been tremendous.” 
 
On the injury status of S Darian Stewart and S T.J. Ward 
“I was asked that a while ago. I really don’t know. I think the only thing I would say is that maybe T.J. is feeling a little bit better 
than Stew right now. I don’t know what that should mean, but I think we’ll see. We’ve got two weeks, so we’ll see.” 
 
On if Manning’s leadership has been different since he returned from injury 
“No, I mean he’s been the same guy that started the season, but I’m just saying you go back and you look at the second half 
[against] San Diego. For him to step in the huddle, take over the group and the way—this football team just believes he’s going 
to get it done. The big key for us the last 10 quarters of football that we’ve played is we’ve had one turnover. That was today, 
and it’s been a difference for our team and has a lot to do with why we get a chance to play another game. 

 
BRONCOS QUARTERBACK PEYTON MANNING 
 
On what today’s victory means to him 
“There is no question this is a sweet day, this was a sweet victory. To me, this victory is a great example of what this entire 
season has been like. It hasn’t been easy. It’s been a lot of different people stepping up and doing their parts at different times. 
Starters, non-starters becoming starters. Both our safeties get hurt today, we got some guys go in there and step up and help us 
get that win, so it’s been a unique season. There’s no question about it. And this game today was a unique football game, but 
everybody did their part, and it truly was a team game.” 
 
On staying committed to the run 
“We knew it would be a challenge running the ball. They have an excellent front. They have some stout guys out there. I feel like 
we had to stay committed to it just to try to create some balance and not become one-dimensional where we throw it every 
time. We played these guys last year and that’s what happened. We got behind, we do it every time, and they can force you to 
do that and that’s not a good recipe to have a chance to beat those guys. And so, keeping some kind of balance, whether you’re 
productive or not, that was important.” 
 
On how he read the defense 
“They dropped a lot of guys in coverage and we sent five guys out. We were trying to find a hole in there, either on the front side 
or the back side, and they had it covered well. Obviously the first drive [of the second half], we wanted to lead it to points, but 
one thing they did do was change field position, and [Broncos P Britton] Colquitt was awesome, [Broncos CB] Kayvon [Webster] 
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was awesome, downing those punts down on the 4-yard line. We had two possessions In a row where we didn’t have points, but 
we changed field position and it was that kind of game in the second half.  
 
On facing Tom Brady for the 17th time 
“I’m not going to get into what-if scenarios. But I’ve stated it all week, I’ve stated it in my entire career, I have great respect for 
Tom as a player, as a friend and for the job he’s done for that franchise and for Coach [Bill] Belichick. I think this is my 17th time 
playing against the Patriots when Tom Brady was the quarterback, I think it’s about the 24th time playing against Bill Belichick as 
the defensive coordinator or the head coach, so I can’t get away from either of those guys. Just like today, it’s always been a 
tremendous challenge when you play against both of them together, especially. But my hat’s off to their entire team. [Patriots LB 
Jamie] Collins was awesome, [Patriots S Devin] McCourty was awesome. All those guys on defense really played well today, I 
thought.” 
 
On returning to the Super Bowl 
“It’s hard to say. I really tried to take it one week at a time all season long, through my injuries and through some of the other 
things that have gone on, just kind of staying in the moment and taking it one week at a time. Not assuming this is how it’s going 
to be, this is the final decision here one way or another, so [I’m] trying to take it one week at a time, stay patient, and I think 
that’s served me well. Staying patient in these past two playoff games has served our team well and it’s also definitely served me 
well.”  
 
On staying patient during his injury 
“It’s not really time to reflect. We have two weeks to play. We’re going to play a team that we are completely unfamiliar with. 
There’s going to be a lot of film to study, so I think, once again, just trying to stay in the moment. We’ll enjoy this victory tonight. 
This was a special victory; it was a heck of a game. But I think just kind of what I was saying earlier, just sort of taking it one week 
at a time and staying patient. That’s kind of been the advice I try to follow and I think that’s served me well so far.” 
 
On his physical condition 
“Certainly, as frustrating as it is to have an injury in a certain part of body and you have to miss time, I think it can be a positive 
for other parts, so I feel pretty good.” 
 
On celebrating with his family 
“It’s special. Coach Kubiak talked about it during the week, about soaking it up for everybody. He mentioned [Broncos OLB] 
DeMarcus [Ware], the year that he’s had and the limited amount of playoff games he’s been in. It’s not something that you take 
for granted. No matter how old you are, whether you’re coach Kubiak, [Defensive Coordinator] Wade Phillips or [CB] Taurean 
Nixon, our rookie corner who just got activated this week in time for the AFC Championship and Super Bowl, so to enjoy that and 
soak it up, it’s the games and the fans and the moments with your family after the game as well.” 
 
On the first quarter 
“New England does a great job of getting the lead, getting ahead of you and making you play catch-up and getting you out of 
your offense. It didn’t look good the first two plays; had a bad first play and second play they made a good pass breakup and 
converted a good third down. [Broncos WR] Emmanuel [Sanders] made a good play, and then we found a little rhythm, 
converted a couple third downs and [Broncos TE] Owen [Daniels] was awesome down there in the red zone. I know Owen 
wanted this game as much as anybody. I know his season ended last year [with Baltimore] in New England and for him to have 
two touchdowns in this game, I’m very happy for him.  That ended up being the difference. That’s something we talked about. 
I’m sure we’d love to score a ton of points, but touchdowns over field goals in the red zone would be critical. I hated the fact that 
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[Broncos WR] Jordon Norwood and I just missed each other on that last possession. I would have loved to have gone up to a two-
score game. We just missed that, so there’s certainly room for improvement and we’ll shoot for that this week.” 
 
On what it means to have a great defensive performance 
“It was an outstanding performance against a fine football team and a great offense. They knew they were challenged all week, 
and they answered the challenge. I’ve really enjoyed playing on the same team as that defense that I’m glad I haven’t had to face 
this season, I’ll say that. They’ve been challenging going against in practice and going back to training camp. But it is special to 
watch them work and watch them perform out there on Sundays.” 
 
On how injury has changed his approach as a quarterback 
“You try to do your part and contribute. When you’re not able to contribute because you can’t participate, you try to be patient 
and work yourself back into your position to be available to participate and try to make a contribution. There’s different ways to 
do that, and there’s no question it’s been a different season. My role has been different, and my contributions are different. I’m 
fortunate and grateful that I have the opportunity to contribute still in some way, and it’s a great honor going back to the Super 
Bowl, playing in Super Bowl 50. I’m really looking forward to it. It’s going to be a fun two weeks.” 
 

BRONCOS OUTSIDE LINEBACKER VON MILLER 
 
On the pass rush beating the New England offensive line 
“We started the week saying that we need to be consistent in the secondary, just consistent in the rush and that was going to do 
it for us. I think we were able to do it today.” 
 
On OLB DeMarcus Ware’s influence on his career 
“He’s great. When he walks in the door, he just has that ‘it’ about him. He’s done everything the right way, a true leader. He’s my 
idol. I’ve been looking up to him for a long time. It’s crazy how God works. It’s a true blessing to have him here. I needed him 
most at a time in my life when I was doing rough. He came in, he helped me out and look where we are today.” 
 
On his relationship with Ware 
“He’s a natural leader. When you’re DeMarcus Ware, you automatically think, ‘Great guy.’ You see him on—all of the 
commercials that he has, he’s great. The only thing that he needs is a Super Bowl. Him being my idol, I’m going to lay my heart 
on the line for him.” 
 
On if he’s ever played in a game where the quarterback was hit so much 
“I don’t know, my mind is so wrapped around this game right here just living in the moment. I can’t really think back to past 
games, but we did a great job today.” 
 
On the defense making Patriots QB Tom Brady hold onto the football 
“I just start with [CB] Aqib [Talib] and [CB] Chris [Harris Jr.] to lock up all of those good guys that they have over there and our 
inside linebackers just giving us a second with [Patriots TE Rob] Gronk [Gronkowski]. We were able to get there.” 
 
On if he has any Super Bowl predictions 
“No, I’m good.” 
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On if the defense expected to contain the New England offense 
“I’d like to think that everybody was prepared and ready to go. We came into this game knowing what we had to do. We knew if 
we could get that done that the game was going to be over with. I don’t know, we came into this game with a great attitude and 
great energy. It just fed over into the game.” 
 
On the chance to play in the Super Bowl after missing the run two years ago 
“It’s great. Like I said, God is just so good. He’ll give you a second chance at life. I remember after the Super Bowl loss, I was 
sitting in the locker room and you have guys crying. It’s just a depressing moment. You try to lift everybody up. [OLB] Lerentee 
McCray], he didn’t play either. He came to me and he said, ‘We’re going to get back here.’ He said, ‘We’re going to get back here. 
We’re going to go out and we’re going to get back here.’ When he said that, I just knew it. I wanted to do it for [QB] Peyton 
[Manning]. I wanted to get him back there. All of the guys that haven’t been there, I wanted to do it. That’s just where I put my 
mind at. We’ve grinded. [CB] Chris [Harris Jr.], [DE Derek] Wolfe and I, we all wanted to get back. That’s a true blessing. God is 
good.” 
 
On his interception 
“I’ll tell you, I can do it all. I’m just playing. It was just a call that we had. We wanted to put a little bit of extra sauce on Gronk. 
He’s a great player. All of the plays that he made toward the end of the game, it was great. Gronkowski, he’s a great player. I was 
only trying to put a little extra sauce on him, like I said. I got off, I rolled to him and I saw Brady looking at me so I just expanded 
and he threw it to me.” 
 
On if he felt the Broncos were disrespected 
“I don’t know. I really hadn’t been watching all of the media. I’m not on social media. I came into the game pretty even-minded. I 
didn’t really pay attention to all that stuff. I saw the Gronk tweet and all of that stuff. It really didn’t phase. We go out there and 
the scoreboard talks for itself.” 
 
On playing in Super Bowl 50 
“We’re here. We’re back. It’s not just me. It’s Wolfe and Chris. When I look at those guys and you can just tell it’s more than just 
today. It’s more than just the Super Bowl. When you have guys like that and you have teammates like that, it’s easy to lay your 
neck out on the line for those guys. That’s I tend to do.” 
 
On digging deep in the final minutes 
“You have to dig deep the whole game. You’re talking about the Patriots. We had to dig deep in a lot of situations in the game. I 
don’t think we budged a second at the end of the game. We knew the situation that we were in and just wanted to make it 
happen.” 
 

OUTSIDE LINEBACKER DeMARCUS WARE 
 
On the pass rush today 
“We really talked about it all week that it’s going to be one of those quick-passing games. Somebody asked me a question, they 
said, ‘If he gets the ball off in 1.9 seconds, what are you guys going to do if you can’t get any rush?’ I said, ‘Well, we’ve got to be a 
little bit faster and get there at 1.8.’ There was in the meeting last week—the game was going to be won in the trenches, and we 
said as the defensive line, we have to be able to get pressure on him in all situations. It might not be a sack, but we have to let 
him know that our presence is there. He felt that tonight.”   
 
On what he shared in the team meeting Saturday night 
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“We have a motto on this team that iron sharpens iron and another man sharpens another. I just told the guys that everybody 
bought into that mentality of when [T Ryan] Clady got hurt, [T] Ty [Sambrailo] came in. When Ty got hurt, [T] Ryan Harris went in. 
When [QB] Peyton [Manning] got hurt, [QB] Brock [Osweiler] went in. When I got hurt, [OLB Shaquil] Shaq [Barrett] went in. That 
was the grit of the whole season. I said, ‘We melted down that metal.’ I said, ‘The only way you’re going to make metal hard, is if 
you get it done.’ I said, ‘We beat it to this thing,’ and I opened up and I pulled out the first Super Bowl trophy that the Broncos 
won. I sat it on the table, and I just got really quiet. I saw in all the guys’ eyes how they felt, what they felt, because I felt the 
same way. From that point, I just knew how important it was to those guys and just closing it off. I said, ‘The Patriots are coming 
into our house trying to take what we built.’ It was a big, emotional tonight, and the guys carried it over into the game.” 
 
On the team’s excitement to take the next step 
“Guys are really, really excited about this game because of so much we went through this season. We quieted a lot of the critics 
that we had, but you can also see in the guys’ eyes there is one more step. There is another level to how we can play, and we 
have to play that same way going into the next game.” 
 
On Manning missing six games to now going to the Super Bowl 
“That’s why I said sometimes age and playing football can be sort of misconstrued a little bit. They always look at his age, how 
he’s played and maybe injuries, but sometimes when something is important to you, you’ll do whatever you can to make it right 
or to get it done. He got hurt, and they sort of ruled him out. I saw him in the training room the whole time getting ready, and I 
can see it in his eyes like, ‘You know what, I can’t wait to get back on the field.’ When he got that opportunity to get back on the 
field and all the crowd—the 12th man in the Broncos stadium—I can see it in his eyes like ‘he’s back.’ From that point on, I knew 
he was ready.” 
 
On what it means to reach the Super Bowl at this point in his career 
“I really just pride myself on consistency. It’s been 11 years of consistent time, and now just as one time you sort of push through 
that threshold and are able to make it to the Super Bowl, but you can’t be happy with that. You can see the guys that we aren’t 
happy with that. We’re going to celebrate tonight, but I told them, ‘We only have a 24 hour rule to where now we have to get 
ready for the Super Bowl.’ Whatever the schedule is, but we have three days to really prepare at home, and we have to make 
sure we utilize that time.” 
 
On if this is as healthy he’s been at the end of the season in a long time 
“I’m beat up and I don’t feel great, but I still went out there and played. I’m just kidding. I feel good right now. There are always 
bumps and bruises that come with football. Sometimes when you get that adrenaline going, you’re able to push through that. 
You see how important it is to the guys around you and to yourself. Sometimes those injuries sort of get put to the side and 
they’re little small things. You’re never going to be 100 percent in football. You’ve just got to get out there, show them what you 
can do and just play.” 
 
On if he thought it would take this much blood, sweat and tears to reach the Super Bowl when he was named a captain 
“That’s funny what you say—blood, sweat and tears. We talk about that every single time we get in that workout room and we 
workout, and especially on the field, too. The same thing this whole season. When I first came here, I didn’t think about being a 
captain. I said, ‘Where do I fit on this team?’ I said, ‘If I work hard and do what I need to do, they’ll find somewhere to put me.’ 
You can’t go somewhere and expect anything. You have to earn it. I worked my butt off, worked hard and got named captain last 
year and this year, so that’s a big thing when it’s coming from the guys that are awesome players. We are where we are right 
now. I’m leading the team, Peyton is leading the team and we’re playing well.” 
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On what he said to cause Head Coach Gary Kubiak to call a timeout on the Patriot’s two-point conversion 
“They actually did. I was so tired with like whatever, 12 seconds left in the game. I just ran off the field, and they looked at me 
like, ‘DeMarcus, can you go one more play?’ I looked at them like, ‘I can’t. I can’t go.’ They said, ‘What if we call timeout?’ I said, 
‘No, don’t worry about it,’ and I just ran out there on the field. I’m talking about like I saw [OLB] Shane [Ray], Shane looks at me 
and he’s like, ‘Man, gosh.’ So we changed and I went out there on the field. All of a sudden they called a timeout. I said, ‘They’ve 
got my back,’ and I’m going to make sure that I make this play or I’m able to get some pressure on those plays to close the game 
out. I put it on myself.” 
 

BRONCOS EXECUTIVE VICE PRESIDENT OF FOOTBALL OPERATIONS/GM JOHN ELWAY 
 
On Annabel Bowlen representing the Bowlen family at the trophy presentation 
“That’s what it is all about. Especially to do it at home and be able to do it in front of our fans. To be able to stand up there, to 
me that makes all the work worthwhile, looking at the fans and knowing we have a chance to be world champs again. 
Unfortunately [Owner Pat Bowlen] Mr. B can’t be there, but it’s great to have Annabel and the whole family up there.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning’s resilience  
“We have seen that resilience his whole career. You look at what he has done and what he has comeback from. Even four years 
ago coming back off the neck and I think that is what has made him what he is. The resilience that he does have has made him a 
great competitor and he keeps coming back.” 
 
On Manning getting to his second Super Bowl with the Broncos 
“I think the big thing is we have to win it. It’s going to be a tremendous add to [QB] Peyton’s [Manning] legacy, but also to the 
Broncos legacy. I think it is important, we’ve given ourselves an opportunity so hopefully we have saved our best for last and in 
two weeks we can go out and be and we’re going to have to be a good football team out there.”  
 
On how the bye week in the playoffs have helped Manning 
“It has been good. He had a good week this week. Anytime we can get that body some rest it is going to help.” 
 
On Manning’s psyche since coming back from injury 
“I think he has worked hard to get back. He understands where he is at and what we are trying to do offensively. He has always 
been a great game manager, but even more so now.” 
 
On Manning having a greater appreciation for the game this late in his career 
“I think anybody does the older they get. Obviously you have done it for a long, long time and we have to get through this last 
one to see what he wants to do for next year. I think anytime as a player and you have been around as long as he has you 
appreciate these moments.”  
 
On what it was like to watch the Patriots final drive 
“It is kind of how the year has gone. I think our defense has made so many great plays throughout the whole year and really 
saved us and they did it again tonight against a great, great team and a great quarterback in Tom Brady.” 
 
On how much of himself at the end of his career at this point in Manning’s career 
“I guess having been there and been through it I can understand what he is going through. He is doing a great job and staying in 
the now and appreciating every game and every play that he gets to play. It is nice to get to go back to the Super Bowl and 
hopefully we can end this year on a good note.” 
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On watching the game from the box compared to playing 
“It is a lot more nerve-racking watching in the booth than it is playing. When you get out there you aren’t thinking about nearly 
as many things, but I have so much confidence in our defense they came through and made great, great plays in the end so it 
was a lot of fun. I am really happy for this team and for [Head Coach] Gary [Kubiak] and his staff they have done a tremendous 
job. We have got halfway there and now that we are going we have one more team to beat.” 
 
On bringing in Gary Kubiak in the offseason 
“I’ll let you answer that. The bottom line is I know Gary and he knows what it takes and he has done a tremendous job this year 
with the team. When he came in here he had won a lot of football games and to be able to come in and get us back to the Super 
Bowl has been tremendous. There is not a better guy for the job.” 
 
On Manning going head first on a run  
 “You don’t lose as many yards when you go head first than when you go feet first and you know where the markers were and 
you get just enough.”   
 

BRONCOS DEFENSIVE COORDINATOR WADE PHILLIPS 
 
On containing Patriots QB Tom Brady  
“He threw it 56 times, so we had to get some turnovers. That was a big difference.” 
 
On Brady throwing to Patriots RB James White 16 times 
“He saw the matchup with the linebacker a lot, but we tricked him one time. We had the safety [Darian Stewart] back there and 
picked it off. We should have that more.” 
 
On winning another close game 
“I think it’s the most wins since the ’78 Oilers—close wins. I’m familiar with that team because I was on that team, and that’s 
when I started getting grey hair.” 
 

BRONCOS RUNNING BACK C.J. ANDERSON 
 
On if he watched the Patriots’ two-point conversion attempt 
“Yeah, I looked. I didn’t look on the broadcast. I said, ‘You know what, that’s bad luck. I’m just going to go look.’ No, we had just 
great defense right there, great defensive play by them. Of course, as an offense, we want to put up more points. All year, that’s 
what it is. We’ve just got to get better. We’ve got one more opportunity to get better. I’m pretty sure no matter who we play, 
we’ll be underdogs again, but we believe in us. That’s all that matters.” 
 
On the first-half offense and QB Peyton Manning’s performance 
“I think they tried to not make us run in the first half. I just think they wanted to take the run game away, which they did a pretty 
good job. But at the end of the day, if you want to put the game in a Hall of Famer quarterback’s hands, that’s what they did and 
they got beat for it.” 
 
On what he was thinking during the Patriot’s final drive 
“Just what our defense wanted. At the end of the day, they’re the best defense on the planet. If they wanted that opportunity to 
end the game and close the game, that’s what they wanted. I’ve got faith in those guys over there. I trust [Defensive 
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Coordinator] Wade [Phillips] and what he calls and trust [OLB DeMarcus] D-Ware and [OLB] Von [Miller] and everybody else over 
there that makes plays. That’s what they do.” 
 
On how the start on offense gave the team momentum 
“I just think we went in with a game plan and we stuck with it. We did some other things, but we dug a hole. We hurt ourselves 
with second-and-long, third-and-long, first-and-long with penalties and things of that nature. If we cut those out, we’ll be fine.” 
 

BRONCOS PUNTER BRITTON COLQUITT 
 
On how much pride he takes in the Broncos special teams’ performance during the playoffs 
“A lot. A lot of times, special teams is not a big part of games. Often it is, but a lot of times it is not, especially in the playoffs. Two 
years ago when we went to the Super Bowl, I only punted twice before we even went to the Super Bowl. I didn’t punt the first 
playoff game, and I only punted twice in the [AFC Championship Game]. We punted eight in the first and [nine] in this one. It’s an 
honor to be able to do my job and help the team out because a lot of times, they only know you if you do badly. This team is a 
true team.” 
 
On how much this Super Bowl berth means to the special teams 
“Everybody wants to feel like they are part of it, and there are times when you have [QB] Peyton Manning as a quarterback that 
you don’t feel like it even matters if you show up sometimes (laughter). It feels good to be a part of it and just to help your team 
win. We are just the guys in the background, but if you need us, we need to be there to help you out. It feels good.” 
 
On the Broncos punt team’s contributions downing the ball inside the 10-yard line in the past two games  
“It’s awesome. [CB] Kayvon [Webster] has done a great job, and not only Kayvon, but tonight [WR] Cody Latimer came up big. I 
think two of the plays that he was double-teamed, he actually made the tackle, which is insane. That doesn’t happen a lot, 
especially against two of the best returners in the league, [Patriots WRs Julian] Edelman and [Danny] Amendola. It just says 
everything. Both of those guys at the beginning of the year weren’t even the main guys, and they just came in. You have Kayvon 
playing defense the whole game and then he still does what he does, and the same thing with Cody making catches on offense, 
and then he comes out and they care about [the punt unit]. They realize and it’s great to see young guys buy in and realize that 
the punt unit can help to win the game, especially when you’ve got such a great defense. If you can back [Patriots QB] Tom Brady 
up, your defense is just licking their chops. It’s awesome.” 
 

BRONCOS TIGHT END OWEN DANIELS 
 
On playing in the AFC Championship 
“I’ve never played in this game before. That’s really the only reason I’m still playing right now is to have the opportunity to win a 
Super Bowl. That’s a big reason I came here. I’m very ecstatic, as you can tell.” 
 
On the ups and downs of this season 
“It’s been amazing and this team is unbelievable. So much resilience. Guys we just grind every week and don’t care what kind of 
situation we’re in. We’re down at times, it doesn’t look good at times and just keep fighting. We’re going to start grinding again 
tomorrow so we’ll enjoy this one. I love this team, love all of the guys and I’m just so happy for everybody.” 
 
On coming through in the red zone  
“When you’re playing the Patriots, getting in the red zone is one thing but the only way you’re going to beat them is if you’re 
able to convert instead of getting field goals. I think the coaches had a great game plan down there and we played on the 
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coverage they were playing. I was going to get some opportunities to make some plays. They played man coverage on me, [QB] 
Peyton [Manning] gave me a couple of chances and it worked out.” 
 
On his first touchdown 
“It felt good. It was a great drive we put together and we were able to finish that off down there. It was tough looking back into 
the sun this time of year so I kind of double caught it, but I’m thankful it found my hands and Peyton made a real easy throw for 
me.” 
 

BRONCOS CORNERBACK CHRIS HARRIS JR. 
 
On winning the AFC Championship             
“It means so much to us. We put in so much work this whole offseason and during the season, I’m just so proud of our team. We 
stuck together all year, regardless of when we had times when we could clash with the offense and defense or whatever. We 
stayed together as a team and that’s all that matters.” 
 
On holding the Patriots under 20 points  
“We lost a lot of players and I’m out here injured and playing and we lost more guys than they had out there, so to be able to 
finish that game, to play tough defense the way we did, that was huge.” 
 
On the Patriots missing an extra point influencing the game 
“No, I’m not surprised. We know defense wins win’s championships. All week everybody counted us out, they said I couldn’t 
cover [Patriots WR Julian] Edelman, they said we couldn’t cover their receivers and their tight ends or whatever, and we held 
them to 18 points. That’s the number one offense in the league and we shut them down.” 
 
On him sounding angry 
“Yeah, we definitely were angry. Everybody said we couldn’t cover so we wanted to come out and prove that we could. They still 
made a couple of plays, but at the end of the day they only had 18 points.” 
 
On playing in his first Super Bowl  
“It means so much just to get back to this point. Just being here and winning, winning my first five years here, it’s something you 
get used to.” 
 

BRONDCOS DEFENSIVE END MALIK JACKSON 
 
On executing the game plan  
“Those are just all things that [Defensive Coordinator] Coach Wade [Phillips] puts in great positions. He’s a hell of a coach, he 
knows exactly what he’s talking about, he sees everything and he has guys helping him upstairs looking at the field. He puts us in 
great positions, so I have to thank Coach Wade and thank coach [Defensive Line Coach Bill] Kollar for coaching us and making us 
who we are. We have great coaches here man.” 
 
On celebrating this win  
“We have a few days and we have a bye week and coach gave us a few days off so we’ll probably go out and have a good time 
and take it all in and really realize what we did and realize what we have in front of us. Just get ready for the game, just give 
ourselves two days and then keep on grinding because the season isn’t over for us.” 
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On playing either Arizona or Carolina  
“Doesn’t matter. Whoever we step in front of, that’s our opponent and that’s what we’ll prepare for and that’s who we’ll go out 
there and play.” 
 

BRONCOS INSIDE LINEBACKER BRANDON MARSHALL 
 
On the celebration with the team 
“It felt amazing. My favorite word is sensational, it felt sensational.” 
 
On playing with a chip on their shoulder  
“We play with a chip every week, so it doesn’t matter what anybody else says because those fans they aren’t going to win the 
game. Whatever they say, the projections, the predictions, none of that matters because we know who we are. We’re confident 
in ourselves, we’re confident in our abilities and we showed it on the field today.” 
 
On the game coming down to big plays and them making them 
“We make them, that’s what we do. When you look at our whole entire season the defense makes plays all the time, so that’s 
just what we did.” 
 
On if he felt the Patriots were overlooking them 
“No, I don’t think they were overlooking us, I think the media was overlooking us. All the media were talking about who the 
Patriots were going to play in the Super Bowl but they forgot they had the Broncos in the way.” 
 
On the play of the defense 
“It was great. We play team ball and we feed off of each other so we shut them down pretty much the whole game. They got 
some dinks and dunks late in the game, which upped their yard total and they got that last touchdown.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER EMMANUEL SANDERS 
 
On Peyton Manning 
“Me personally I think he still has it, although the critics say he doesn’t have it. You want to talk about a guy that started the 
season off 7-0 and is now he is going to the Super Bowl. At age 39 or 40 or 70 or how ever old he is, no matter what, he gets the 
job done. I am just happy he is my teammate.” 
 
On how the win feels  
“It feels good, really good. Everything that you think it would feel like. At the end of the day we are one game away from saying 
that we are Super Bowl 50 Champions and that is the only thing that is on my mind.” 
 
On how close the game was 
“That’s our game and it is working. I know a lot of people don’t like it, they always count us out. I heard predictions that said the 
Patriots were going to come in here and beat us. We are a team of resilience, we got the job done and that is all that matters.” 
 
On how physically good Peyton Manning is right now 
“He feels good. He had the opportunity to take five or six weeks off to heal his foot. Now he is going to Super Bowl 50 and he has 
the opportunity to win that.” 
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BRONCOS CORNERBACK AQIB TALIB 
 
On how the win feels 
“It feels good. We are going to the ‘ship. We will enjoy tonight and be back to work quick.” 
 
On if it was more special beating his former team  
“Definitely, being able to beat them twice in one year. I am still in a group chat with all those guys. I am going to be on them.” 
 
On pressure the guys up front did getting to Tom Brady 
“It was unbelievable, [DE] Malik [Jackson], [DE] [Derek] Wolfe, [OLB] Von [Miller], [OLB] [Demarcus Ware] D-Ware, unbelievable, 
we can’t ask for much more than that.” 
 
On defense setting the tone for the team 
“We go out and play our game. We don’t look at clocks, we don’t look at nothing. We go out and play our football. We know that 
[DC] Wade [Phillips] is going to put us in the best position and we go out there and play our ball.” 
 
On non-catch by Rob Gronkowski 
“It was desperation. He just ran up the middle, same thing he did when he caught it. He [Patriots QB] [Tom Brady] just threw it 
up to him just like he did before and I wasn’t going to let him catch that.” 
 
On if it is scary when Rob Gronkowski is out there 
“I am not scared, never scared. We are not ever scared.” 
 

BRONCOS WIDE RECEIVER DEMARYIUS THOMAS 
 
On trying to get a Super Bowl win for older teammates 
“There’s a couple older guys. [Broncos LB] DeMarcus [Ware], his second playoff win was last week. He got his first conference 
championship, and hopefully we can get the big one.” 
 
On proving doubters wrong 
“We’re going to celebrate tonight and worry about the rest come next week.” 
 
On the play of QB Peyton Manning 
“He played great. I’m just happy for him. He went through a lot the last couple of months of the season. With people trying to 
say he did this and that being injured, I knew he was going to come out and play well once he got healthy. I’m just excited for 
him.” 
 
On trying to win a Super Bowl for Manning 
“I think it’s win one for Peyton, win one for D-Ware, and it would be nice to get one for everybody else, too.” 
 
On if players think this was Manning’s last career home game 
“I have no idea. You’d have to ask Peyton. He don’t talk about it; he just talks about the next game. I wish I did know if he would 
(retire), but we’re just taking it a game at a time. In two weeks we’re going to go play in a Super Bowl and see what happens, and 
I’m sure he’ll say something once the season is over.” 
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On winning two AFC Championships in three years 
“This organization, they’ve been winning for a long time. I know when I got drafted, they said ‘Denver always wins.’ I’m happy to 
be here. It’s just a blessing. Hard work pays off, and they do a great job in the front office getting players in that are going to play 
hard. That’s what we do: we grind it out, give ourselves chances and take advantage of them.” 
 

BRONCOS SAFETY T.J. WARD 
 
On Defensive Coordinator Wade Phillips 
“Wade is a great coach. Not only is he a great coach, he’s a great friend. Every guy on this defense is a friend of Wade’s and vice-
versa. He talks to his players, he communicates with us and he trusts us, so we trust him.”  
 
On if he will be ready to play in the Super Bowl in two weeks 
“Yeah, I’m going to be ready. I guarantee that.” 
 
On if he was trying to go back into the game today 
“Yeah, I was, but I would have done more harm than helped. So, I wouldn’t have done that.” 
 
On S Josh Bush and S Shiloh Keo coming in and contributing 
“They made some plays today. Josh knocked a pass in the end zone and Shiloh had a big hit. They called a flag on it, but it’s the 
way the game—he had a clutch onside recovery where he looked like a shortstop, so those guys, I have a lot of respect for those 
guys coming off the street, learning the system and making plays whenever they’re called upon. Guys go down and guys step up. 
When it’s their time to make plays, they come in and they do that, so I have a lot of respect for those guys.” 
 
On playing in the Super Bowl near his hometown 
“If I wrote a book on this, I couldn’t have even written that story. God is good, and it’s going to be a pleasure playing in front of 
my hometown.” 
 
On getting Super Bowl ticket requests 
“I don’t have to get any. (laughter) I have to get a couple of tickets for my immediate family and everybody else is probably going 
to be watching it on TV.” 
 
On the outside noise with some people expecting Denver to lose this week 
“We felt like we were totally disrespected by everybody in the media. I don’t think I heard one telecast that had us winning, and 
as good as defense we’ve been playing all year that was the focal point—that Tom Brady was going to shred us apart. We took 
total disrespect to that. Total disrespect. Besides the big plays at the end of the game, I think he had about 150 yards passing, got 
sacked five times, threw a pick and we dogged him. We dominated him. They’re a great team, but we just don’t like being 
disrespected. Nobody likes being disrespected. That’s how we felt. We felt disrespected by the entire sports broadcast, 
everybody. We played like that today.” 
 
On if he hopes to be disrespected heading into the Super Bowl 
“Go ahead. We feed off of that. Keep us as the underdog [against] whoever wins [the NFC Championship]. Tell us how bad we 
are and how we can’t cover and stop ‘this person,’ and I bet we win the Super Bowl.”    
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On if he thought people were forgetting they were the No. 1 ranked defense in the NFL 
“We don’t have to talk back. We let you guys do the talking. We come out here and play. When we watch TV tonight and on 
Monday, it’s going to be interesting what is said about this defense.” 
 
On how satisfying it is to be in the Super Bowl after signing as a free agent 
“It’s so satisfying, but we’re not done. We have another game on hand. We’re trying to get to Super Bowl 50 and be Super Bowl 
Champions. We don’t just want to be Super Bowl contenders. It’s a lot of work to be done. We have two weeks to prepare for 
either Carolina or Arizona, and I guarantee we’ll be ready when we come in there.” 
 
On OLB Von Miller’s game, in particular his interception 
“I think Tom [Brady] was like, ‘Oh, what’s going on?’ He probably thought I was man on [TE Rob Gronkowski] Gronk. He looked 
over and thought I was off of Gronk, and Von was in that same spot. That was a great play. Von played phenomenal today. I have 
never seen a performance like that from one player. A pick, what did he have, three sacks? Probably a few hurries. He played 
great. [OLB DeMarcus] Ware played great. D-Ware couldn’t be stopped all day, so it was just a complete team effort.” 
 
On if Ware and Miller worked on the timing of New England’s snap count in practice this week 
“They’re just that quick off the ball. That’s it.” 
 

BRONCOS DEFENSIVE END DEREK WOLFE 
 
On there being satisfaction with this game 
“Not really, we have to win one more. I’m not celebrating until we have the Super Bowl trophy and I have a ring on my finger.” 
 
On his ill will towards the Patriots how it feels to get a sack against them 
“It feels good. I expected to be able to get after them because we got after them the last time so we knew that as long as our 
DB’s did their job that we were going to be able to get them.” 
 
On the final 90 seconds of the game 
“We’re battle tested and we’re not worried about that. I never had any doubt, I knew we were going to win. I knew last week we 
were going to win, I just knew it. As soon as we beat the Steelers, I knew we were going to beat the Patriots.” 
 
On what he thought when he saw Bradley Roby with the ball at the end of the game 
“Super Bowl time, let’s go.” 
 
On them hitting Tom Brady 20 times 
“I think we hit him 23 times. It’s our job to hit the quarterback and we did our job well tonight. I think it was a mixture of both 
scheme and one-on-one’s. Von had what three sacks? And hit him four more times so we did a great job.” 
 

PATRIOTS HEAD COACH BILL BELICHICK 
 
Opening Statement 
“First of all, I want to congratulate Denver on an AFC Championship. They have a good football team. They’re well-coached. They 
have a lot of good players. They played a bit better than we did today. I’m proud of our guys. They fought right to the very end, 
like they always do. We just couldn’t quite make enough plays, obviously. It’s disappointing. It was a disappointing result. There 
were a lot of big plays in the game. Any one of them probably could have made a bit of a difference. I just think we all feel, as 
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coaches, players—it’s such a fine line today between winning and losing that we all could have just done a little bit more and it 
might have had a different result, but it wasn’t. It’s a crash landing to the end of the season like there usually is in the National 
Football League.” 
 
On not capitalizing on red zone opportunities 
“It’s happened.” 
 
On Denver rushing four players 
“They did a good job and we hadn’t run the ball well enough to take them out of much of that. They have a good pass rush. Their 
coverage was tight. They did a good job. [Broncos Defensive Coordinator] Wade [Phillips] is a great coach. He does a great job 
and they have good players. Defensively, they’re a really good team. We knew that.” 
 
On attempting two fourth down conversions in Denver territory 
“It was the score and situation in the game.” 
 
On if he has any regrets on fourth down attempts 
“No.” 
 
On K Stephen Gotskowski’s missed extra point 
“There are a lot of plays in the game. A lot of big plays in the game. We had a chance at the end. They made they play.” 
 
On if he would reveal his words to Broncos QB Peyton Manning on the field at the end of the game 
“No.” 
 
On the defensive performance 
“We did a lot of good things, defensively. We gave up two touchdowns on double moves and the field goal at the end of the half. 
There were good plays and then, you know, a couple of ones that you wish you would have back. We could have made a red-
area stop or that field goal at the end of the half. That ended up being a big three points, too, which we didn’t help ourselves on 
that on offense or the field position with the punts. It was a combination of things. We’ll look, but a lot of guys played well on 
defense. I’ll have to look at the film and see how it turned out. I think a lot of guys played well. We did a good job in the running 
game, but that short yardage play—that was another three points. In the end, it just wasn’t quite enough.” 
 

PATRIOTS QUARTERBACK TOM BRADY 
 
On the consistent pressure he faced today 
“They’ve got a great rush. They’ve got some great pass rushers, they’ve got interior pass rushes, they’ve got some outside 
rushes. I think you complement that with good coverage. It was just tough for us to ever get into a rhythm and finally to score 
some points here at the end, and then for it to come down to a two-point conversion is a tough way to obviously end the 
season.” 
 
On the interceptions 
“It was just a bad decision. [TE] [Rob Gronkowski] went in on him and was breaking out, and I think [LB] Von [Miller] knew that 
and he did and he made a good play.” 
 
On if he expected Miller to drop 
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“They rush more often than not, but those are the things that quarterbacks have to see.” 
 
On the defensive line 
“It was a tough day, hard-fought game all day. They’re a very good defense. They played well all season. They’ve got good 
coverage, they’ve got a good rush, put a lot of pressure on you. We made a lot of plays. There were just a lot of plays we didn’t 
make. A lot of fourth down plays that ended up costing us. We made a couple, but again there were too many of those and we 
never could play with a lead, we never could play on our terms, so it was an uphill battle all day.” 
 
On the problems they faced on fourth down 
“I think you make some, you’re not going to make them all. We hit the fourth and 10 to Gronk, we hit a fourth down for the 
touchdown. I just don’t think you’re going to be 100 percent in those situations, so unfortunately we had four or five of them, 
they just didn’t go our way. They cost us points and cost us an opportunity to move on.” 
 
On the talk at halftime 
“We were happy we were still in the game based on the way we played offensively. We just could never really get in a rhythm 
with what we were doing, so it was a tough, hard-fought game. They did some good things defensively. We had some plays 
offensively I think we should have made, and we just didn’t make them.” 
 
On when he did have time to throw the ball 
“Yeah, I think you get into some rhythm out there, and then when you do have time you’re still in that quick rhythm. There were 
definitely times where I had opportunities to hold the ball and didn’t really have great awareness of where people were around 
me. Maybe sometimes I had more time, so I’ll look back on all those plays. It was a disappointing loss because this team fought 
pretty hard just to come up short on a two-point play. It would have been a fun overtime had we had the opportunity, but we 
just came up one play short.” 
 
On his injuries 
“It’s football. I think there were a lot of plays I got hit pretty hard today, so it’s just football.” 
 
On his offensive line 
“They hung in there all day, and I think that’s the strength of their team. Our strength was trying to get the ball to our skill guys 
and let them make some plays in space. It’s a tough front, and they’re good players. They’re teeing off on the cadence. We’re 
trying to keep changing it up. And on defense sometimes you just got to get one play and you end the drive, so I think they did a 
great job today.” 
 
On the end of the season 
“It’s pretty special to play in this game. Obviously, to advance to the next game, that’s why we all play and work so hard, so it’s 
disappointing not to have the opportunity to do that. It takes a lot of good football to do that and beat some great football 
teams. We lost to a very good football team today. I wish that two-point play would have been different. I’m sure everyone could 
look at different plays throughout the game when it’s that close and say, ‘man, I wish I would have made that play.’ But I’m 
proud of the way we fought, and certainly fought to the end.” 
 
On kicker Stephen Gostkowski 
“He’s a great player. He’s the best. Everyone misses them at some point. There was plenty of football left. We knew what the 
situation was.” 
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On Gronkowski battling dehydration to make plays 
“Yeah, he made two great plays, both on fourth down. He split the defense, they were trying to double him and ran right through 
it. And then a touchdown. I still don’t know how he caught that ball. I was kind of retreating, retreating, trying to buy some time 
and just saw him break out and let it go. It was a great play. He toughed it out all season, so I’m proud of him. He’s a great 
player.” 
 
On Broncos’ quarterback Peyton Manning 
“They’ve got a great team, so he’s a great player and someone I’ve always admired.” 
 
On the fourth and one play to wide receiver Julian Edelman 
“Yeah, they were looking for the sneak, and we had to do a misdirection. It wasn’t really Julian’s guy who got him, it was the guy 
who fell off, so he made a pretty good defensive play. He had the other guy in man coverage and just kind of was there waiting 
for it.” 
 
On if the pressure he faced was similar to the New York Giants in the Super Bowl 
“That was a little different. That was certainly different. This is a different game. When you play quarterback, you’re going to 
take hits and that’s part of it. You’ve got to stay under there and make the throws. There’s no excuses for me not getting the job 
done. Our guys fought hard. I’m proud of all the guys for what they tried to accomplish today, and like I said we just came one 
play short to a very good football team.” 
 
On the plays that haunted them later in the game 
“There’s plays that are being made back and forth, so you’ve got to move on from those. I think we did a good job of that today. 
We had some good momentum there in the fourth quarter. We were moving the ball. We just didn’t quite get it in when we 
needed to.” 
 
On if the Broncos’ defense played according to their tendencies  
“I’ll have to see the film.” 
 
On what is next 
“I’m not sure, so I don’t know. Get over these bumps and bruises, that’ll be the first thing.” 
 
On the fans back home 
“It’s been such great support all season. I’m proud of how we fought today. We went right to the end, we just came up a little bit 
short. I wish the outcome would have been different. You’ve got to play really well to earn these victories. We just came up a 
little bit short, so thank you.” 
 
On not being able to be back-to-back Super Bowl Champions 
“Well, I want to win it every year. I’d love to finish in the last game of the year and win it. It’s a pretty tough thing to do. 
Hopefully I have more opportunities for that. This team fought really hard, we just came up short.” 
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PATRIOTS TIGHT END ROB GRONKOWSKI 
 
On the challenge moving the ball against the Broncos defense 
“We definitely had sometimes tough tasks moving the ball. Every time we get the ball, we want to put points up on the board. 
You’ve got to give credit to Denver. They’re a good team. They’re a very solid defense. They’ve got great players on their side. 
They just made more plays than us, but we’ve just got to do a better job.” 
 
On if he was cramping during the game 
“Yeah, I was cramping. I was actually just kind of disappointed in myself at that moment. I don’t know exactly why I was 
cramping. I prepared for this game like I have for every other game with hydration and all that, but it just got to me. I had to fight 
through it. The trainers did a great job. I had to just pound a couple of bottles of water on the sidelines. I felt really full at some 
point, but I battled back through it. As an athlete, you just don’t want that to happen. I’m definitely going to take that 
consideration down the road to make sure stuff like that doesn’t happen again in games, but it just did this time. It was freaky 
that it did. It didn’t happen all year but battled through it, came back and I was fine after I pounded a couple of bottles of water.” 
 
On getting into Denver territory and not catching the ball 
“It’s always frustrating when you have an opportunity, we’re in the red zone and you just don’t capitalize. What else can I really 
say about that? Definitely is [frustrating] so we’ve just got to go out there and just make more plays.” 
 
On the Patriots struggles in the red zone today 
“It’s football. They have a good defense. It’s not like we were going out there and playing some defense that has nobodies on it. 
They’ve got great players, and they just made more plays than us when they needed to.” 
 
On how physical Denver was at the line of scrimmage 
“They – as a defense, when I was lined up more inside – definitely jammed me a little bit. I haven’t seen it all the time, but they 
did a good job at it and we’ve just got to figure out ways to get off it, but I did sometimes. You’ve just got to deal with it. That’s 
football.” 
 
On the Patriots fighting until the end of the game 
“I’m proud of this team. The defense, you’ve got to give them credit. They did a great job today. Just throughout this whole 
season, throughout this whole game, you’ve got to be proud to be on this team. Everyone fought, everyone battled and 
everyone gave it all they got. I’m proud to be part of this season. It was a great season overall, and it just came down to that two-
point conversion. Like I said, Denver made more plays than us.” 
 
On Patriots K Stephen Gostkowski 
“Stephen does a lot for this team. I’m proud he’s part of this organization. I love playing with him, and he definitely shouldn’t put 
the heat on him. It’s a team game. You win as a team; you lose as a team. It’s not just one individual’s fault. Like I’ve said, Denver 
just made more plays than us. That’s what it came down to, but you can’t put it on the hands of Stephen. There’s no way.” 
 
On if he was held throughout the game 
“I’ve been used to that all year. It happens. That’s football, but I’ve got to do what I’ve got to do to get open. They called one or 
two penalties of holding. It was a good call on the one – he had my jersey – but overall, you’ve just got to go out and execute as 
an offense and not really worry about holding penalties and all that. You’ve just got to go out and execute.” 
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On if he was held on a potential TD catch 
“Was I held? I don’t know. I felt like I was because I couldn’t even jump. I felt like [CB] Aqib [Talib] had me. He’s probably going to 
be texting me later and be like, ‘Yo, I was holding you, bro.’ I felt like he was but sometimes you go back and you look at it and he 
wasn’t. It is what it is, though. I think the ball was going out of bounds on that anyways, too, but we fought on the next drive and 
we did what we had to do to score.” 
 
On the coverage he faced on his fourth quarter TD 
“I think it was double [coverage]. They had a guy outside, a guy inside. Just made a move. I had a route to go either way, and 
when I saw the guy inside, the guy outside, I was just like, ‘Screw it. I’ve got to go whatever way it is.’ I went out. [Patriots QB] 
Tom [Brady] just threw it up in the air and just had to go up and make a play.” 
 
On being close to going out of bounds on the TD 
“I was aware of the end line. Definitely don’t want to get that close to it in a situation like that because that’s the last thing you 
want – you catch the ball but you step out of bounds so it doesn’t count. I was definitely aware of it. I just knew I had to come 
down and not be out of bounds on that.” 
 

PATRIOTS WIDE RECEIVER DANNY AMENDOLA 
 
On his immediate reaction to the loss 
“Props to the Broncos. They played hard. They’re a tough team. We battled our [butts] off, and I’m proud of our team just for the 
whole season.” 
 
On the Broncos’ defensive pressure 
“Regardless of the pressure, we’ve got to do our best to make plays and score points, and we just didn’t get it done.” 
 
On if the Broncos played differently than in the Week 12 game 
“No, they didn’t. They played a lot of man coverage. We’ve just got to make enough plays to win, and we didn’t do that.” 
 
On the halftime discussion 
“We just wanted to concentrate on doing our job, doing our job and not necessarily worrying about the score, try to make as 
many plays as we can and get the ball in the end zone. We just couldn’t get it done.” 
 
On Patriots K Stephen Gostkowski’s missed extra point 
“We fought our [butts] off so I’m proud of our group. At the end of the day, we didn’t get where we wanted to go, but like I said, 
I’m proud of everyone in this organization.” 
 
On the game’s final drive 
“It came down to the last play. It came down to the last play of the game – fourth quarter, game is on the line. It’s what you 
dream about, and it hurts, for sure.” 
 
On assessing the Patriots’ 2015 season 
“It’ll take a couple weeks to do that, but I’m proud of our guys.” 
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On if the loss is more emotional because the game was so close 
“We knew it was going to be a fight. We knew it was going to come down to the end. They’re a good football team, and we knew 
what we were in for.” 
 
On if he thought the Patriots would tie the game on the final drive 
“We knew it was going to be a dogfight, and that’s what it was.” 
 
On Patriots TE Rob Gronkowski’s performance 
“He’s a great player. He’s the best teammate, and he’s all you can ask for.” 
 
On how proud he is of his team  
“I’m definitely proud. We’ve got a bunch of fighters in this room. It sucks we couldn’t get it done, but we’re going to hold our 
head up high because we’re all proud of each other.” 
 

PATRIOTS CORNERBACK MALCOLM BUTLER 
 
On his initial reaction following the loss 
“It’s most definitely different from last year. I’m upset but then again not really. Everybody went out there and we played to the 
end. It came all the way down to the end, but that’s just the nature of the game. You win some; you lose some. We’ve just got to 
bounce back and come back next year strong. It came down to the end. I’m not upset. I am but I’m not because I saw us out 
there fighting. I saw both teams fighting. Especially that we fought to the end, I can’t ask for anything better.” 
 
On if the Broncos did anything differently offensively than in Week 12  
“No, not anything different. We’ve just got to go out there and make the plays. We just came up short. That’s a good team. I 
think we played them well. It just came down to a certain amount of plays.” 
 
On if he thought the Patriots would tie the game on the final drive 
“Most definitely. That was the goal. That was what happened. We just came up short. Everybody gave a great effort and couldn’t 
even be that mad. It is what it is.” 
 
On QB Peyton Manning 
“I never doubted Peyton since all the little buzz about him. Great player went out there today and played a good game. Salute to 
him.” 
 
On the Patriots run defense 
“We didn’t do a great job of stopping the run the first game. That was the mindset coming in, stopping the run. We just had to 
hold up on the back end. I think we did the best we could.”  
 
On Patriots K Stephen Gostkowski’s missed PAT 
“No one is perfect. That’s just life. We’re all going to make mistakes, but most definitely want those. We’re in this together. He 
missed it; we missed it. It’s a team effort.” 
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PATRIOTS WIDE RECEIVER JULIAN EDELMAN 
 
On his initial reaction following the loss 
“It’s tough. You put a lot of time and effort in to put yourself in this situation and you’ve got to tip your hat to them. We didn’t 
play our best football, but they made more plays than us when they had to. That’s why they won.” 
 
On if the Patriots got tired toward the end of the game 
”We thought we were going to tie it. We practiced that situation a lot, and we just weren’t able to execute it on that play. We do 
have a mentally tough team to stay in the game mentally all the way down to the end. It just sucks when you don’t play your best 
game against a really good team, a really good defense – you can’t expect to win.” 
 
On Patriots K Stephen Gostkowski’s missed PAT 
“One play doesn’t define a game. There were plenty of opportunities for us to overcome that, and Steve nailed two field goals to 
keep us in it. It’s never just one play. Steve is a stud. We love him to death. No chance it is on him. No way.” 
 
On if the Patriots’ offense changed in the fourth quarter 
“We just made plays. That’s what the game comes down to, making more plays than the other team. Unfortunately, we didn’t 
make enough plays to go out and win in the AFC Championship.” 
 
On if the loss is easier to digest, given the Patriots fought to the end 
“It did display how physically and mentally tough this team is, but when you lose, it sucks.” 
 
On Patriots QB Tom Brady taking a lot of hits  
“Tommy is a tough S.O.B. I wouldn’t want to have any other guy in the huddle.” 
 
On when he’ll watch today’s game film 
“I don’t know. Personally, I’ll probably just get away for a little bit. I don’t know. We’ll see.” 
 
On if the Broncos were throwing a lot of people at him 
“They were putting guys in the right place and using two and cutting guys over here. They had a good gameplan. They just made 
more plays than us, and it’s unfortunate because you go to a game like this hoping you can play your best game and that wasn’t 
the case today. We’ll tip our hat to Denver.” 
 
On if the loss was more stunning because the Patriots have consistently found ways to win 
“No, you can’t expect to win when we didn’t convert on a bunch of things. We just didn’t make plays when we had to. Our 
defense stuck in there and kept us in the game. It’s just unfortunate we couldn’t help them out.” 
 
On the Patriots’ missed two-point conversion attempt 
“We just didn’t execute.” 
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PATRIOTS KICKER STEPHEN GOSTKOWSKI 
 
On the missed extra point in the first quarter 
“I just feel terrible. All day, these guys put their bodies and lives on the line and for me to come out here and miss a kick, it’s a 
nightmare scenario. I can’t even explain how I feel right now. It’s just a complete shock and I let a lot of people down. It’s not a 
good feeling.” 
 
On if anything specific went wrong on the play 
“I just didn’t hit a good kick. I’m not one to make excuses. I should have made it. I’ve made hundreds and hundreds of those. 
Sometimes, timing is everything. I never would have thought that missing a kick in the first quarter would be the difference in 
the game, but that’s why you have to be good all the time. That wasn’t the case for me today.” 
 
On whether he takes the blame for the loss 
“I’m always upset when I have a bad play. It’s part of the job. I feel sorry for myself but I’m not expecting others to feel sorry for 
me. I work hard to be good and I came up short today. I let a lot of people down today, the guys on our team and the fans. All I 
can do now is stand up here and take it all on me. I feel like I lost the game for the team and I should have been out there kicking 
that tying extra point and helping us go into overtime. I just have a feeling that I can’t put into words. There’s nothing I can do 
about it now. I had a good week of practice, just sometimes things don’t fall your way.” 
 
On whether he was hoping to get another chance to make up for the missed kick 
“Again, anytime you have a bad play you want to get back out there. I was hoping and praying for an extra shot and I didn’t get 
that. These are a lot of tough guys out there and I hate that I couldn’t join them in the toughness and in making all the plays.” 
 
On if he felt good about the missed kick as it left his foot 
“It just wasn’t a great kick. You have to be ready to go on your first kick and I just didn’t have a good kick.” 
 
On what are his feelings moving forward and looking back on the season as a whole 
“It just stinks. It’s a nightmare. You want to help the team win. You don’t want to the reason you lose. It’s not a good feeling. I 
deserve all the blame that I get and I’ll try to hold my head up high. I’m not going to make an excuse, I should have done better. 
I’m sorry I couldn’t come through.” 
 

PATRIOTS DEFENSIVE BACK DEVIN MCCOURTY 
 
General 
“We fought hard. We felt we had a good team and we wanted to be playing in the Super Bowl, but we fell short and have to 
move on.” 
 
On how he felt the defense played 
“We did some things well. They made some plays which proved to be the difference. It was a tough game between two good 
football teams, but it was a couple more plays that they made which was really the deciding factor.” 
 
On if he felt home field advantage made a difference for the Broncos 
“No. I mean it was a 20-18 game and they played better. I don’t care if we were at Denver or New England or anywhere else 
across the country, they just played better football today.” 
 
If it was tough to see Patriots’ QB Tom Brady continue to get sacked throughout the game 
“It’s part of the game.” 
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On TE Rob Gronkowski’s efforts today 
“This team is resilient. You can talk about every player on this team going out there and trying to execute when it matters most. 
‘Gronk’ made some huge plays and we expect that out of him. He went out there and did more than we could ever ask of him.” 
 
On if they saw what they expected to see from Broncos QB Peyton Manning 
“We knew we were playing one of the greatest quarterbacks of all-time. He played really good football and got them a win.” 
 
On what halftime adjustments they made 
“We just executed better. There were some plays (in the first half) that we were right there for, but they just made the plays in 
the first half and we made them in the second. But nothing we did was really different.” 
 
On if the defense was aligned correctly on the Broncos first touchdown reception by TE Owen Daniels 
“We’ll have to watch it and see what happened. It happened fast; we talked about it on the sideline but we’ll have to see when 
we go and watch tape.” 
 
On team coming up short 
“You have to play your best football when you’re in the AFC Championship game. Every game comes down to just a couple of 
plays, but especially when it’s a 20-18 game. It’s always just a couple of plays; they made them, we didn’t.” 
 

PATRIOTS CORNERBACK LOGAN RYAN 
 
On his initial reaction following the loss 
“We fought to the end and didn’t get it done, simple as that.” 
 
On if QB Peyton Manning exhibited more mobility and accuracy than expected 
“No, he’s a good player. He always has been. A decent game, I felt like we played pretty well defensively. We just didn’t get the 
turnovers we needed and wanted to get to give our offense extra possessions.” 
 
On if the game felt uncharacteristic to the Patriots’ performances this season 
“No, we were an onside kick away from maybe kicking a field goal to win so nothing uncharacteristic. It’s just the way the ball 
bounces sometimes.” 
 
On if the loss was more emotional because it was such a close game 
“We’ve won this [AFC Championship] game; we’ve lost this game. It hurts either way. You fight so hard. We had a whole bunch 
of believers and a whole bunch of guys and felt like we worked hard enough, and they worked hard, too.”  
 
On Patriots K Stephen Gostkowski’s missed PAT 
“He made every other kick after that. To me, he’s the best kicker in the league, always has been. He’s made many game-winning 
kicks and after that, he made every single kick they needed him to make. To me, that’s why he’s the best at what he does.”  
 

PATRIOTS WIDE RECEIVER MATTHEW SLATER 
 
On the team typically finding a way to win, but not being able to do so today 
“It’s a crushing defeat. I think all of us believed we were going to win this game but we just didn’t get it done.” 
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On what he felt the difference in the game was 
“It’s really tough to say because it was such a close game, but they just made a few more plays than we did.” 
 
On if he can reflect on the season as a whole 
“It’s been a tremendous year. We were under so much scrutiny the entire offseason. People didn’t have a lot of great things to 
say about us and we took that personally. It was our goal to come out here and win as many games as we could and achieve the 
ultimate goal just like every other team in this league. I think as an older player when your career is obviously closer to the end 
than the beginning, it’s tough. There is no guarantee that you’re going to get back to these games, and that’s tough to swallow.” 
 
On if this was the hardest season he’s ever been a part of 
“They are all hard. We know how a lot of people feel about us and it’s very hard to play in this league and have success, and this 
year was no different. You mentioned it, there was a lot of stuff going on this offseason and at the end of the day we felt like we 
did enough to get ourselves in a good position to go to the Super Bowl and we got here and just didn’t quite get it done.” 
 

PATRIOTS OFFENSIVE TACKLE SEBASTIAN VOLLMER 
 
On how difficult it was matching up against Denver’s defensive line 
“They’re good rushers. [Broncos OLB DeMarcus] Ware has been doing this for a long time. Same thing with [Broncos OLB] Von 
[Miller] only not quite as long (of a career in the NFL). We tried doing some different things but it didn’t always work.” 
 
On if the crowd had an impact at the line of scrimmage and having to use a silent count 
“Yeah, that’s always part of it. The crowd was definitely loud today for them which caused some problems at times. It’s not easy 
but it’s also not the first time we’ve ever been in that situation.” 
 
On what went wrong along the offensive line that led to QB Tom Brady being pressured as much as he was 
“I think it is more of a credit to those guys on Denver’s defense. It’s a very strong defense. They were the No. 1 seed and they 
showed why today.” 
 
On how his ankle feels and if he was playing at 100 percent today 
“It’s the playoffs, we’ve played a lot of games (on the season), I don’t think anyone out there (for either team) is at 100 percent. 
It is what it is. I wouldn’t make an excuse like that.” 
 
On if it makes it tougher going up against a speed rusher like Broncos OLB Von Miller 
“Well I didn’t go up against Von much. Again, I don’t know, it’s always difficult. I don’t have much to say about that.” 
 
On what QB Tom Brady was saying to the offensive line on the sidelines 
“I don’t know, you would have to talk to him about that.” 
 
On what the team’s mindset was on the final drive of the game 
“It’s like any other drive in the game, we didn’t do anything special. You have your opportunities and you have to execute; we 
didn’t. If you have a chance (to win) you just have to try and do it, that’s what we’re here for.” 
 
On how frustrating it is to be so close to the Super Bowl and come up short 
“I hate when we lose, it’s not a good feeling. Especially in the playoffs and now we have to go home and watch the Super Bowl.”  
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PATRIOTS RUNNING BACK JAMES WHITE 
 
On the Denver defense 
“They didn’t do anything out of the ordinary. We just didn’t play our best football.” 
 
On the feeling after the loss 
“It doesn’t feel good. It leaves a sour taste in your mouth. We know we didn’t play our best today and we have to play our best 
to win a game like this.” 
 
On why they continued to try and run the wheel route down the sidelines to him 
"Yes, we were confident. I just have to try and finish those wheel plays.” 
 
On whether there was one pass he feels he should have come up with 
“Yes, all of them. I had a chance to get all of them and I just have to make the most of those opportunities.” 
 
On how close they were to completing some of the long passes to him that fell short 
“They were a couple of inches away from being a big play. I just have to try and find a way to come up with them.” 
 
On their third-down failures 
“We just have to convert no matter what they’re running against us whether its zone, man or press coverage. We just have to try 
and win those and we didn’t do that today.” 
 
On the Denver defensive coverages 
“They dropped a lot of people into coverage sometimes. We had to hold the ball a little bit longer. Like I said, we just didn’t 
convert the way we wanted to.” 
 
On looking back on the season as a whole 
“We went through a lot. Our guys battled all the way through the season. A lot of guys got injured and everything and we just 
pushed through. We had a great season it just wasn’t the outcome that we wanted.” 
 
On quarterback QB Tom Brady’s performance 
“I have all the respect in Tom [Brady]. He’s our leader and we follow him. We don’t want to see him get hit like that and we just 
have to do a better job of protecting him. I have the utmost respect in him. He’s a competitor.” 
 
On whether he believed the team would go down the field score on their final drive 
“You never have a doubt in your mind especially with him in the huddle. We thought we had a chance to win.” 
 
On why the offense was finally able to get something going late in the game 
“We had an opportunity to try and go in and tie the game up. We just wanted to go out there and try to get a touchdown and a 
two-point conversion. We got the touchdown, but we just couldn’t convert the two.” 
 
On how frustrating it feels to come all the way back and then lose the game on the two-point conversion 
“It’s frustrating. I mean, it shouldn’t even have come down to that. We didn’t play our best football and that’s why the game 
came out like that.” 
 


